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Neenah police chief retiring in April

By MaryBeth Matzek

NEENAH NEWS

Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson plans
to retire next April.

Olson, who has served Neenah for 11
years including nearly nine years as police
chief, said his last day will be April 2. He
joined the Neenah Police Department as a
captain on Nov. 30, 2015. He was appoint-
ed chief on June 1, 2018.

“I am grateful for the opportunity to
serve as Neenah’s Police Chief,” Olson
said. “I am immensely proud of what we
have accomplished together, and I am
confident the department will continue to
thrive in the years ahead.”

Olson began his law enforcement career
in 1998. Before moving to Neenah, he
previously worked in law enforcement in
Fort Meyers, Florida.

In looking back at his role as chief, Ol-
son said he’s had the privilege of watching
the department achieve numerous nota-
ble accomplishments. He said each suc-
cess reflects the steadfast commitment,
professionalism and quiet dedication of
the department’s sworn and non-sworn
staff.

Olson highlighted the police staft mem-
bers’ willingness to support one anoth-
er, respond with compassion in difficult
moments and serve the community with

a level of devotion that often goes unrec-
ognized.

The police chief expressed appreciation
for the police commissioners, mayors, city
staff and the majority of aldermen he’s
worked with through the years. He said he
was grateful to Neenah residents, noting
the community’s longstanding support
for the police department.

“Neenah is an extraordinary commu-
nity,” he said. “The trust and support of
our residents have meant more than I can
express. Serving this community has truly
been an honor”

He also thanked his family for their “un-
derstanding and encouragement.”

Spooky season

with root beer or water.

Students aged six and up could participate in a Cookies and Canvas event Oct. 1 at the Fox Crossing Municipal Complex.
Participants were provided with step-by-step instruction on how to make ghost paintings on a canvas while enjoying cookies

Photo from Fox Crossing Parks and Recreation Department

Neenah News named Newspaper of Record for City of Neenah

In 2022, the Oshkosh Herald expanded
into Neenah by launching a commu-
nity-focused newspaper in response
to residents who asked us to bring the
same quality local news and community
coverage we were providing in Oshkosh
to Neenah.

After a year of publishing the weekly
Neenah News, we were able to become
state-certified to accept legal, or public,
notices for publication. From the begin-
ning, our goal was to increase transpar-
ency in our community by becoming
the Newspaper of Record for the City of

(920) 7227151

Karen
Schneider

Neenah News
owner/publisher
.|

Neenah.

Why does that matter?

Because when a free newspaper featur-
inglocal news is delivered to every house-
hold, residents have access to important
information they might otherwise miss

1140 Appleton Road, Menasha
(920) 720-0314

www.westgorfuneralhomes.com

Calling Neenah Home Since 1941, Westgor Funeral Homes

simply because they did not know they
needed to look for it.

Although the City Council met after
this week’s Neenah News went to press
Wednesday, we are confident that Reso-
lution 2026-09 designating the Neenah
News as the City of Neenah’s official
newspaper was passed by the Council,
following its approval the previous week
by the Personnel and Finance Commit-
tee.

We are proud of what this means for
Neenah.

Public notices are an important part of

an informed community. Governments
have relied on newspapers to make public
information available for generations, cre-
ating a permanent record of government
actions while giving residents an oppor-
tunity to stay informed and engaged.

Now, those notices will appear in the
newspaper that is delivered each week to
Neenah households.

That is an important distinction.

The Neenah News was created spe-
cifically to serve this community. Our

See Newspaper record on PAGe 3

Meet A Member of Our Community

Westgor Funeral Homes

205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah

Meet Keira Karrmann Vyshnyakov

A proud Neenah graduate, Keira is grateful for the opportunity to serve the community
she grew up in and loves calling home. She is passionate about helping others and building
meaningful connections with the people and families who make Neenah such a special place.
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General information/customer
service: Riley Schneider
ads@winnebagomediagroup.
com

Phone: 920-486-1616

Website: www.neenahnews.com

News tips and story ideas
submit@neenahnews.com

Support the Neenah News

Donate

Donate at wisconsinmediagroup.
com.

Membership

A $50 annual membership
supports receiving the newspa-
per weekly. Call 920-486-1616
or visit www.neenahnews.com/
product/membership/
Subscribe

$70 annually within Winnebago
County; $85 annually outside
Winnebago County. Sub-
scribe online at https://neen-
ahnewsnow.com/home-delivery
or call 920-385-4512.

Advertising
advertise@neenahnews.com
920-486-1616

Katy Carpenter
katy@winnebagomediagroup.com
920-508-0119

Classified advertising
classifieds@neenahnews.com
920-385-4512

All advertisements are subject to the
applicable rate card, copies of which
are available from our Advertising
Department. All ads are subject

to approval before publication.
Winnebago Media Group LLC dba
Neenah News reserves the right to
edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel
any ad at any time. Errors must be
reported in the first day of publi-
cation. Winnebago Media Group
LLC dba Neenah News shall not be
liable for any loss or expense that
results from an error in or omission
of an advertisement. No refunds will
be given for early cancellation of an
order.

Advertising deadline is noon
Friday for the following Friday.
The classified line ads deadline is
4 p.m. Tuesday for Friday.

Publisher

Karen Schneider, 920-858-6407
karen@winnebagomediagroup.com

Editor
Chris Lusvardi, 920-508-0027
editor@winnebagomediagroup.com

Corrections

It is the policy of Neenah News
to correct all ‘errors of fact. For
correction information call
920-385-4512.

About the newspaper

A 501c3 newspaper published
weekly and mailed free of charge
Thursdays for Friday delivery (may
vary based on U.S. Postal Service
and holidays) to more than 22,000
homes and businesses in the
Neenah and Fox Crossing areas.
An E-edition of the newspaper can
be accessed at www.neenahnews.
com.

Neenah News is owned by
Winnebago Media Group, Inc., 36
Broad St. Suite 300, Oshkosh, WI,
54901. 920-385-4512.

Homecoming parade scheduled for today

Neenah News

The Neenah High School homecoming
parade will be at 5 p.m. today.

The parade will feature around 26 com-
munity and school groups, including the

high school and middle school bands.
Spectators are encouraged to gather

along the route early to find a spot to cheer
on the participants before the high school
football game, which begins at 7 p.m.

The parade route starts at the corner of
High and North Commercial Street and
will head toward West Wisconsin Street to
Main Street.

Sunday concert features The Driftless Plowboys

Neenah News

The Neenah Public Library welcomes
The Diriftless Plowboys for an afternoon
of vintage music.

The quartet blends the sounds of early
hillbilly, Hawaiian steel guitar, jazz, West-
ern swing and classic country. The concert
will be at 2 p.m. Oct. 11.

The Driftless Plowboys draw inspiration
from the 1920s and ‘30s, when Hawai-

ian music was sweeping the country and
musicians began adding the exotic, slid-
ing sound of steel guitar to hillbilly string
bands and blues. Their repertoire brings
that distinctive sound to life while incor-
porating the jazz of Django Reinhardt, the

Western swing of Bob Wills, and country

favorites from the 1940s and ‘S0s.
The free hour-long concert will take
place in the Shattuck Community Room.

Downtown Neenah

Street scenes from Wisconsin Avenue in 1962. Wichmann Furniture (132) and
Neenah Hardware Company (134). Greene’s Pour House is currently in the build-
ing that once housed Neenah Hardware.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Friday, Oct. 9
The Hallows, 6:30 p.m., Memorial Park

Saturday, Oct. 10

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Neenah Joint School District Hall of
Fame Induction, 9:30 a.m., Bridgewood
Conference Center

Build a Scarecrow, 10:30 a.m., River-
side Park Pavilion

Repair Cafe, 11:30 a.m., Neenah Pub-
lic Library

The Hallows, 6:30 p.m., Memorial Park

Thursday, Oct. 15
Fame in Neenah, 6:30 p.m., Neenah
Public Library

Tuesday, Oct. 20
Fox Crossing Trick or Treat Trail, 5
p.m., Fritsch Park

Wednesday, Oct. 21

Senior Citizen Dinner Theater, 5:30
p-m., Neenah High School Performing
Arts Center

Fall Musical “Little Shop of Horrors,”
7 p.m., Neenah High School Performing
Arts Center

Thursday, Oct. 22

Fall Musical “Little Shop of Horrors,”
7 p.m., Neenah High School Performing
Arts Center

Friday, Oct. 23

Fall Musical “Little Shop of Horrors,”
7 p.m., Neenah High School Performing
Arts Center

St. Mary Catholic Middle School Mu-
sical: The Wizard of Oz Youth Edition,
6 p.m., Jane Bergstrom Fine Arts Educa-
tion Center

Saturday, Oct. 24

Pumpkin Fest, 10 a.m., The Plaza and
Globe Coffee

Monster Mash All Ages Dance Party,
10:30 a.m., Neenah Public Library

St. Mary Catholic Middle School Mu-
sical: The Wizard of Oz Youth Edition,
6 p.m., Jane Bergstrom Fine Arts Educa-
tion Center

Fall Musical “Little Shop of Horrors,”
7 p.m., Neenah High School Performing
Arts Center

Buy, Gift, or Renew YOUR
Membership plus a $20 contribution
(or more) and receive an adorable
handmade glass little birdie by
Henrietta Glass Studio (retail value:
$30), October 1st through November
15th.

It's just one of the many benefits of
membership at YOUR Museum!

Bergstrom-Mahler

MUSEUM
OFGLASS Extraordinary Glass Experiences

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE | 920.751.4658 |
BMMGLASS.COM
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Community support helps to provide local journalism

By Karen Schneider
NEeENAH NEwWs

The Neenah News is free. The jour-
nalism isn’t.

We have something we think is pretty
special in Neenah: a local newspaper that
shows up at your door every week.

Since August 2023, the Neenah News
has been delivered to every door in
the 54956 ZIP code. Before that, we
launched as a subscription newspaper
in February 2022 and built nearly 1,600
subscribers. When we made the decision
to move to free, every-door delivery, we
wanted to make sure everyone in Neenah
had access to local news.

Looking back, we also realize we could
have done a better job explaining what
that change meant.

Because the newspaper kept coming,
many of you understandably assumed
you had paid for it — or that someone
else was paying for it.

The truth is, the newspaper is free. But
producing the journalism inside it is not.

Every week, there are people attending
meetings, talking with sources, taking
photographs, writing stories, editing pag-
es and making sure the news of Neenah
gets to your mailbox.

And we're not just talking about the big
stories.

We want to be there for the school
accomplishments, the local businesses,
the community organizations, the high
school games, the people doing good
things for their neighbors and the deci-
sions being made at City Hall.

We want to tell the stories that might
never make the evening news but are
important to the people who live here.

That’s what a community newspaper
is supposed to do.

Advertising makes Neenah News
possible, and we are incredibly grateful
to the businesses that support us. But the

Newspaper record

FROM PAGE 1

newsroom covers Neenah government,
schools, businesses, organizations, events
and, most importantly, the people who
make Neenah their home.

Adding public notices to that local
coverage brings another important piece
of community information directly to
readers.

It also means residents do not have to
know where to look for public notices. It
will be part of the newspaper arriving in
their mailbox.

And for those who prefer to read
online, the full newspaper is available
digitally without a subscription. Public
notices published in the Neenah News
are also available through WisconsinPub-
licNotices.org.

Public notices serve several important
functions in our community:

Transparency - Public notices help
ensure that government actions are visible
to the community, fostering accountability.

Accessibility - They provide critical
information in a format that is readily
available to the public.

Community engagement - Public
notices give residents information about
issues and decisions that directly affect
their community.

Our goal in publishing the Neenah
News has always been to provide rele-
vant local news that helps create a bet-
ter-informed community. Becoming the
Newspaper of Record gives us another way

to fulfill that mission by publishing public

DB’'S POWER CENTER

notices that affect the Neenah community
— notices intended to notice the public.

The Neenah News has an audited
readership of approximately 80% of our
distribution, according to the Circulation
Verification Council (CVC), as well as a
market survey conducted last year by a
local marketing firm.

We have invested in providing news to
and for Neenah, and we believe bringing
public notices into that same publication
will strengthen transparency, accessibility
and community engagement.

We are grateful for the opportunity to
serve Neenah in this additional way.

Because at the end of the day, this isn’t
really about a newspaper being named
the Newspaper of Record.

It’s about making sure Neenah resi-
dents know what is happening in their
community — and have the information
they need to be part of it.

That is good for the City of Neenah,
and it is good for the people who call this
community home.

Plan your
retirement
with purpose
Let’s connect.

James Heath
Financial Advisor
920-886-3963

thrivent

31197A R6-25

e New & Used Units In Stock
e Sales

® Service

® Repairs

® We Repair All Makes & Models
® Free Setup & Delivery on All New Units
® Pickup & Delivery Available for Repairs

(920)486-1231| 1314 S COMMERCIAL ST. NEENAH

costs of producing and distributing the
newspaper continue to grow, and those
costs can’t simply be passed along to our
advertisers.

So, we're trying something new.

We're asking the people who value
having a local newspaper in Neenah to
become part of the Founding $,000.

The goal is 5,000 community members
who contribute $50 a year to help build a
sustainable future for local journalism.

That’s $4.17 a month. Less than a dollar
aweek.

And here’s the important
part: You don’t have to
become a member to receive
the Neenah News.

It will remain free.

Becoming a member simply
means you're choosing to
help support the journalism
that comes through your door
every week.

Today, about 500 people across the
communities served by Winnebago
Media Group are already members of the
Founding 5,000. We're hoping to grow
that number to 5,000.

Why 5,000

Because we believe thousands of peo-
ple giving a little can make a meaningful
difference. Combined with the advertis-
ing support that has made the Neenah
News possible, those memberships can
help create a stronger, more sustainable
foundation for local journalism.

And that matters.

In April, the Neenah News became part
of nonprofit Winnebago Media Group
along with the Oshkosh Herald and
Winneconne News. The goal is to create
a future for these newspapers that doesn’t
depend on one person or one family
carrying the responsibility for keeping
them going.

We believe communities deserve a
local newspaper.

We believe Neenah deserves a local
newspaper.

And we believe the best way to make
sure the Neenah News is here
for the long term is to build it
with the community it serves.

So, if you read the Neenah

News, clip a story for your

refrigerator, look for your kids’

teams, check what’s happening

at City Hall, enjoy the com-

munity calendar or simply like
knowing what’s happening around town,
we hope you'll consider becoming one of
the Founding 5,000.

Not because you have to.

Because you believe local news matters.

Join the Founding 5,000 at winneba-
gomediagroup.com/the-5000/.

We appreciate every reader. We appre-
ciate every advertiser. And we appreciate
every person who believes Neenah is
better when its stories are told by people
who live here and care about this com-
munity.

The newspaper is free.

The journalism isn’t.

To advertise in the Neenah News,
call 920-385-4512

LOW PRICE
GUARANTEE

We've shopped the competition to assure you of the
lowest prices. If within 30 days of purchasing tires
from Bergstrom, you see a lower installed price on
the same identical tire, just bring in the ad and your
receipt and we will refund the difference.

BERGSTROMAUTO.COM
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Three candidates vying to replace Kaufert in District 53

Neenah News

Democrat Becky Nichols, Republican
David Daniels and Independent Rachael
Dowling are vying for the State Assem-
bly District 53 seat to replace Republican
state Rep. Dean Kaufert, who is retiring.

District 53 covers all of Neenah and
parts of Menasha, Fox Crossing and Ap-
pleton.

Neenah News sent the same questions
to each candidate and are printed here as
part of the preview coverage leading up to
the election. Some of the responses are
edited for style and clarity.

For more information on voter registra-
tion, what will be on the ballot and where
to vote, go to myvote.wi.gov.

David Daniels

Age: 60
Occupation: Business owner
Highest level of education: Associ-
ate degree in financial
management
Relevant  experi-
ence: National board
member, vice presi-
dent and president of
American Association
of Radon Scientists
and  Technologists.

YRS susiness owner/ em-

ployer, job creator for

30 years.

Why are you running for the State As-
sembly?

I felt called to serve just as I did when I
joined the Air Force. I'm semi-retired now
and have the proper time to dedicate to
the position.

There are some big goals for Madison.
We need people that are willing to work
across party lines to get things done for
the benefit of Wisconsin’s and our district
citizens. Running two different businesses
and having employees over the span of 30
years gives me a lot of insight on managing
money and being a leader working with
different personalities and perspectives to

FIHouseof
owers

1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

accomplish goals.

How did the July 27 tornado affect
your campaign, including any areas of
focus?

I immediately called the headquarters
in Madison and told them that we’re going
to put our campaign on hold. There were
more important things to do at that point.

We decided to hold off for about two
and a half weeks before getting back to
knocking doors. And we certainly weren’t
going to knock any doors in the affected
areas. We personally donated time and
money to the cause. I just didn’t publicize
it or post about it for political gain.

The focus is really the same. The things
that need to be accomplished in Madison
haven’t changed. It did give me laser fo-
cus on making sure we get a proper nat-
ural disaster fund established. It’s a shame
that they couldn’t get the bill passed in the
spring with the surplus.

There would have been millions of dol-
lars that could have been used to help the
citizens in our district regarding the torna-
do. Lastly, I am fully supporting Habitat
for Humanity to get the damaged homes
winterized before snow comes. I also sup-
port the goal to construct 30 homes they
need to build next year.

Rising costs seem to be a concern to
many. What role in Madison do you
think you could play in helping to low-
er them?

My main goal from day one has been to
lower property taxes.

My second goal is to end property taxes
for people 65 and older on a fixed income
that is below a certain income level. I think
we can find money elsewhere and help
them out. You shouldn’t have to worry
about losing your home because you can’t
afford to pay the property taxes.

I also believe if we can help people bring
more of their paycheck home that it would
greatly help. I would like to see taxes end-
ed on tips and overtime. I'm also in com-
plete agreement with getting each and ev-
ery state agency audited. We need to see
exactly where the money is going and end
all fraud, waste and abuse.

We should use what we find to real-
locate taxpayers’ money to help fund
schools and re-establish the Knowles-Nel-
son Stewardship Program. This program
helped maintain trails, parks and conser-
vation in Wisconsin. Eliminating wasted
funds will help lower taxes overall.

Rachael Dowling
Age: 38
Occupation: Multi-small  business

owner (Drone Lady Productions, Crown
Roofing Services and My Spotless Move)
and Winnebago County Board Supervisor

Highest level of education: Some col-
lege; FAA Part 107 Certified Commercial
Drone Pilot

Relevant Experience: I'm a mom of
four, small business owner since 2007
and three-term Winnebago County Board
Supervisor. I'm an
FAA-certified  drone
pilot, member of the
Winnebago Coun-
ty Health & Human
Services Board, East
Central Wisconsin
Regional Planning
Commission appoin-
m tee, former Northeast

Wisconsin ~ Technical
College academic advisor, Valley Home
Schoolers Board Member and Hart Park
Neighborhood Group Admin.

Why are you running for the State As-
sembly?

I'm running because I believe our com-
munity deserves a representative who an-
swers to the people who live here, not a
political party.

My approach to public service has al-
ways been simple: I see a problem, ask
questions, find the experts, do the re-
search, listen and then ask, “What’s the
next move?” I've used that approach as a
small business owner and County Board
Supervisor, and I want to bring it to Mad-
ison.

Good ideas don’t belong to one politi-
cal party. I'm running as an Independent,
so I have the autonomy to work with or
disagree with either side when the better-
ment of our community is on the line.

How did the July 27 tornado affect
your campaign, including any areas of
focus?

I'm thankful I was able to pause my
campaign after the July 27 tornado and fo-
cus on my community instead.

I used my personal Facebook page to
create educational videos connecting
residents with recovery resources and ex-
plaining programs that were often difficult
to navigate. I also created and launched
the Neenah-Menasha Angel Tree, con-
necting residents directly with neighbors
who wanted to help.

To date, we've helped more than 80
households, with another 20 plus still to
go. The experience reinforced my focus
on emergency communication, govern-
ment accessibility, infrastructure, insur-
ance and recovery resources, and making
sure help actually reaches the people who
need it.

Rising costs seem to be a concern to
many. What role in Madison do you
think you could play in helping to low-
er them?

We can’t simply ask for a raise or pull
more money from our savings accounts
every time our property taxes, utilities,
groceries or fuel costs increase, and the
government shouldn’t assume we can.
Working or retired: We're all on a fixed
income.

In Madison, I would look for practical
ways to reduce those pressures. I support
eliminating Wisconsin’s minimum mark-
up requirement on gasoline, scrutinizing
utility increases, protecting the indepen-
dence of the Public Service Commission,
returning more state dollars to local com-
munities for infrastructure rather than
pushing those costs onto property taxpay-
ers, and carefully reviewing state spend-
ing.

As a small business owner, I work with
budgets every day. Taxpayers aren’t an
unlimited source of revenue. Govern-
ment has a responsibility to stop making
it worse.

Becky Nichols

Age: 49

Occupation: Educator

Highest level of education: Bachelor’s
degree in music education from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
Relevant

experi-
ence: Menasha City
Council, 12 years;
Winnebago  County
Board, 2 years

Why are you run-
ning for the State As-
sembly?

I'm running for State
Assembly to make

people’s lives better by
focusing on long-term solutions that de-
liver real results.

Menasha has been my home for over 20
years. Having served 12 years on the Me-
nasha City Council, I've sat at countless
kitchen tables and listened to your stories

— your victories, struggles and your hopes.
Your stories guided me in making deci-
sions that helped people and strengthened
our community.

Ilearned that listening to each other and
finding ways to work together gets things
done and improves the quality of life for
everyone. Now, I'm listening to folks in
Appleton, Fox Crossing, Menasha and
Neenah and learning what’s most import-
ant to you, and I want to be a voice for all
of you in Madison.

How did the July 27 tornado affect
your campaign, including any areas of
focus?

Our communities have experienced
something that was once unimaginable,
and we are grateful for the outpouring
of support that continues to be received
from so many.

I was home with my kids that day. We
sheltered together in our basement while
the storm passed, and when we came up-
stairs, we realized what happened. The
roof was torn off our house and we sus-
tained a lot of water damage to our second
floor and attic. Like so many of you, we are
unable to live in our home right now.

Regular campaign activities paused for
four weeks while we focused on finding a
new place to live, helped our neighbors,
organized and supported clean-up efforts,
and provided resources and information
to people through our social media. We
chose to resume door-knocking efforts
outside impacted areas and have since ex-
panded district-wide.

I am walking this road with you, and
I promise to be a fierce advocate for you
and our communities as we continue this
journey to rebuilding and recovery be-
cause I know how important it is to have a
fighter walking alongside you who knows
exactly what you've been through.

Rising costs seem to be a concern to
many. What role in Madison do you
think you could play in helping to low-
er them?

The rising cost of living is the No. 1 issue
I'hear about from my neighbors.

As a mom and public school teacher
raising two kids in Menasha, I personally
understand how difficult it’s gotten to af-
ford gas, groceries, health care, our prop-
erty taxes and utility bills. People deserve
to know they’ll be able to pay the bills, put
food on the table and have money left over
at the end of the week.

I want to put more money in your pock-
et by lowering the cost of health care, rais-
ing the minimum wage, banning corpo-
rate price gouging and delivering property
tax relief.
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Photo from Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue

Students from Neenah and Menasha are learning about fire safety with programming this year

using a clown theme.

Program shows serious, fun side of fire safety

Neenah News

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue kicked
off its annual Fire Prevention Education
Program this week for students in grades
one, two and three.

This year’s clown theme is bringing
plenty of smiles while helping kids learn
important lessons that could save a life.

Throughout the presentations, students
learn about knowing two ways out, having
afamily meeting place and practicing stop,

drop and roll.

Each student receives a Smoke Detector
Contract to complete with their family.
When they return it to school, they’re en-
tered into a drawing for prizes — a day at
the fire station or a brand-new bike.

The fire department’s goal is simple:
make sure every child leaves with the
knowledge and tools they need to stay
safe, be prepared and know what to do in
an emergency.

Ders IP eeps YOU connected and

prepared for future reservation opportunities.

OSHKOSH

Wednesday, October 7 1 p-m.
Tuesday, October 13 ' 10 a.m.
Wednesday, October 21 1 p-m.
Wednesday, October 28 1 p-m.

Evergreen Worship & Performing Arts Center
1130 North Westfield Street

CHOOSE A SESSION THAT WORKS FOR YOU!

Universities of Wisconsin send
out Direct Admission offers

Neenah News

The Neenah Joint School District, along
with the Universities of Wisconsin, are
encouraging students and their parents to
review the Direct Admission offers they
receive and fill out the Direct Admit form
to help them connect with universities for
fall 2027 enrollment.

During the past several weeks, 40,000
students across Wisconsin, including
3,000 in the Fox Valley, received letters ad-
mitting them to one or more UW school.

During an event at the Neenah Joint
School District Performing Arts Center,
Universities of Wisconsin Interim Pres-
ident Renée Wachter said students who
received a letter need to take the next step
and fill out the Direct Admit form if they
are interested in attending a state univer-
sity next fall. The form does not commit
students to attending a UW school.

Under the Direct Admit Wisconsin
program, qualified, participating students
entering their senior year of high school
are automatically admitted to participat-
ing UW schools without ever having to fill
out an application. The decision is made
based upon a student’s grade point aver-

age and coursework.

For the class of 2027, UW-Madison,
UW-Eau Claire and UW-La Crosse are
not participating in Direct Admit. UW-
Eau Claire will begin participating with
the Class 0f2028.

“For a student who has not imagined
themselves attending college, receiving
an admission letter can be a powerful mo-
ment,” said Julie Edstrom, interim vice
chancellor for enrollment management at
UW-Oshkosh. “Direct Admit Wisconsin
is more than a simpler admission process;
it’s an invitation to see new possibilities.
Our goal is to ensure that every student
has the encouragement, information and
support to explore their options and pur-
sue a future that’s right for them.”

The Direct Admit program began in
2024 with the Class of 2025.

“Our success is measured by student
success,” said Universities of Wisconsin
Board of Regents President Kyle Weath-
erly. “Direct Admit Wisconsin helps more
young people see themselves in college,
discover their potential, and pursue the
goals they have for themselves and their
future”

Lithium-ion batteries to be collected at farmers market

Neenah News

A lithium-ion battery collection will
take place again Saturday during the Fu-
ture Neenah Farmers Market.

The farmers market takes place from 8
a.m. to noon in Shattuck Park. It is the last
farmers market of the season.

The First United Methodist Neenah
Menasha’s Green Team started the effort

to collect and recycle lithium batteries last
year. The group works with Redwood Ma-
terials to recycle the items.

The company provides collection box-
es and return shipping labels to help with
the process. Alkaline, Nicad, lead acid and
damaged or defective batteries should not
be brought to the event.

The group will also be collecting at the
Neenah Recycling Day on Oct. 24.

NEENAH
Monday, October 5 | 10 am.OR 2 p-m.
Tuesday, October 20 | 10 a.m. OR 2 p-m.
DoubleTree by Hilton | 123 E Wisconsin Ave

¥ RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY.
RSVP for an upcoming Information Session.

. s EvergreenFoxCrossing.com | 920-450-2524
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Essity held its second annual Careers in Manufacturing Day by hosting a group from Neenah

High School.

Tour provides glimpse at manufacturing careers

Neenah News

Essity, a global health and hygiene com-
pany, hosted its second annual Careers in
Manufacturing Day.

In the Fox Cities, Essity manufac-
tures the Tork brand of toilet paper, nap-
kins and paper towels.

Students from Neenah High School
were joined by Essity leadership Tuesday
to experience firsthand the innovations
in modern manufacturing and how these
advancements work. The students also ex-
plored the many opportunities a career in
manufacturing can offer.

Essity has approximately 790 employ-
ees in the Fox Cities, including nearly
610 between its Menasha Mill and Neen-

ah converting facility.

“Essity is a proud employer in the Fox
Cities community, and we're excited to
welcome students and show them the
possibilities available in modern manu-
facturing,” said Samantha Monday, Essity
HR manager. “Building strong relation-
ships with local high schools and colleges
is important to us, and Careers in Manu-
facturing Day gives students a chance to
see firsthand the skills, technology and
career opportunities available right here
in their community.”

Careers in Manufacturing Day took
place across Essity’s manufacturing sites
in North America, as the company recog-
nizes National Manufacturing Day, which
this year was on Oct. 2.

Rocket Players prepare for
upcoming performances

By Pamela Hart
NEws CONTRIBUTOR

Neenah High School’s Rocket Play-
ers will present the Broadway hit “Little
Shop of Horrors” from Oct. 21 through
Oct. 26.

The production brings together an ex-
perienced cast and
crew with many new
faces joining the pro-
gram. The mix of ex-
perienced performers
and fresh talent creates
dynamic energy both
on stage and behind
the scenes, making this
a memorable year for
the theater program.

“Little Shop of Horrors” centers around
Seymour Krelborn, a nerdy orphan,
working at Mushnik’s Flower Shop on
Skid Row. He discovers an unusual plant
in the shop during a total solar eclipse,
which he names Audrey II after his ador-
ing co-worker, Audrey.

Mr. Mushnik wants to close the shop
due to lack of sales. Audrey convinces
him to display the unusual plant to draw
customers into the store. Trouble ensues
when the unusual plant becomes an un-
ruly one.

The musical is a horror comedy with
elements of science fiction and features
doo-wop, rock and roll, and early Mo-
town numbers.

“We selected ‘Little Shop of Horrors’
for its compelling story and the unique
theatrical challenge of bringing a talking

carnivorous plant to life through music
and puppetry,” said Claire Sawall, the
show’s director. “It’s the perfect show for
the Halloween season, combining horror
comedy and suspense in a way that engag-
es audiences of all ages.”

The Rocket Players’ production fea-
tures an ensemble with five seniors lead-
ing the cast. Sawall acknowledges how the
entire cast and crew get excited working
together to bring the show to life. Watch-
ing students collaborate during rehearsals
as they work out complex scenes, songs
and dances is truly inspiring, Sawall said.

“The enthusiasm and dedication across
the entire cast has been remarkable, and
the leadership from the seniors to guide
the newcomers has been so helpful”
Sawall said.

“Little Shop of Horrors” runs Oct. 21-
2§ at Neenah High School. Performances
are at 7 p.m. Oct. 21 through Oct. 24 and
2 p.m. Oct. 28.

The night of Oct. 21 also includes a
special Senior Dinner event for seniors
55 and older. The evening features a full
dinner (entree, salad, dinner roll, dessert
and beverages) in the high school cafe-
teria, accompanied by live music from
the high school’s Touch of Class orches-
tra. Tickets for the Senior Dinner event
include admission to the 7 p.m. perfor-
mance and can be purchased at the main
office during school hours.

Reserved seat tickets for all perfor-
mances are available online at cur8.com/
projects/RocketPlayers or at the box of-
fice an hour before showtime.

+ Hearing device fittings

+ Hearing device repairs

* Real ear measurements

920.267.4999

FoxValleyHearingCenter.com

+ Hearing device adjustments

Local, Trusted Hearing
Care Professionals

Trust our Doctors of Audiology to
provide you excellent services including:

+ Diagnostic hearing evaluations and consultations

« Cerumen (earwax) management and removal

+ Custom earmolds and hearing protection

NERVA [ox Valley
\/\% Hearing
~——~( [&

enter, Inc.

Neenah ¢ Oshkosh ¢ Appleton ¢ Ripon

2 HearinglLosscom®
CERTIFIED

We are a HearingLoss.com-Certified clinic
committed to following comprehensive
audiologic best practices.

forst [ime Evern!
4-Day
Warehouse
Sale @ Knox

October 14"
through 17
10am-2pm
087 Ehlers
Rd, Neenah

The quality you

trust, at prices
you won't

believe. White

glove delivery
included.

920.722.0404 | knoxfurniture.com




OcTOBER 9, 2026

NEENAHNEWS.COM | PAGE 7

Local chiropractor earns international honor

Neenah News

A Fox Valley chiropractor earned recog-
nition from Palmer College of Chiroprac-
tic on Sept. 18 as one of its distinguished
young alumni from around the world.

Dr. Grant Larie, an Oshkosh native who
now lives in Neenah and serves as clinic
director at Chiropractic Health in Apple-
ton, was named a 2026 recipient of Palm-
er College of Chiropractic’s 10-Under-10
Award. The honor recognizes a select
group of professionals for their accom-
plishments, leadership and contributions
to the chiropractic profession during their
first decade in practice.

The recognition comes exactly 10 years
after Larie graduated from Palmer’s main
campus in Davenport, Iowa. He graduat-
ed Summa Cum Laude in 2016 and was

the only member of his class recognized in
all three of the college’s hallmark areas of

Academic Excellence, Clinical Excellence

and Philosophy.
Following  gradua-
tion, Larie returned to
Northeast Wisconsin,
where he has spent
the past decade caring
for patients through-
out the Fox Valley.
During that time, he
has played a key role in
growing Chiropractic
Health into a four-location practice while
building collaborative relationships with
medical and other health care providers
throughout the region.
Larie has also remained connected to

Palmer and the next generation of chi-
ropractors through student mentorship,
shadowing and preceptorship opportu-
nities. Several students he has mentored
have gone on to attend the institution.

“Ten years into practice, I've come to re-
alize that the most meaningful measure of
a career isn't simply what you accomplish,
but the people you impact along the way,”
Larie said. “I'm incredibly grateful for the
patients who have trusted me with their
care, the colleagues and mentors who
have helped me grow, and the students
I've had the opportunity to encourage. To
have Palmer recognize that body of work
at this point in my career is incredibly
meaningful. I'm extremely proud of what
we've built, but 'm even more excited
about what lies ahead.”

Neenah Public Library field trip storytimes set to return this fall

Neenah News

The Neenah Public Library Field Trip
Storytime returns to four new locations
this fall.

Library youth staff will offer a short sto-
rytime followed by a behind-the-scenes
tour of a local business.

Theisen’s Hardware Store is the first
stop at 1:30 p.m. Oct. 14. Participants can

enjoy free popcorn, a reading of “Let’s Go
to the Hardware Store” and a tour. Ob-
servant children (and adults) may even
spot some of the tools from the book in
the store and the original Krueger’s model
train running above the toy department.
Additional field trips will be held 1:30
p-m. Wednesdays on the following dates:
Oct. 21 at Great Harvest Bread Co., Oct.

Fall series allows tweens to spark imagination

Neenah News

The Tween Create Lab: Tuesday Fall
Series at the Neenah Public Library start-
ed this week.

In the fall series, tweens will have an op-
portunity to spark their imagination with
whimsical, silly or spooky, one-of-a-kind
creations.

The Tween Create Lab programs are for

ages 9-14 years. The series started Tuesday
with Spinning Ghosts with Plexus.

Upcoming programs include Oct. 20:
Eyeball Plants, Nov. 3: Wall Art and Nov.
17: Light-Up Dioramas.

This is a drop-in program starting at
3:4S p.m. and lasting for 45 minutes. The
last arrival time will be at 4 p.m. to allow
time to be create the projects.

28 at Nicolet Bank and Nov. 4 at American
Animal Hospital.

No registration is necessary.

For more information, contact Daniel
Higgins at 920-886-6335 or higgins@
neenahlibrary.org.

CARPET - VINYL - HARDW0OD

LAMINATE - CERAMIC TILE

Business
news roundup

SECURA Insurance promoted Adam
Piette to Vice President-Commercial Lines
Underwriting. Piette, who joined the com-
pany in 2010, steps into the role previously
held by Steve Miller, who will be retiring
in early 2027. Piette and Miller will work
together over the next several months to
ensure a smooth transition. In his new role,
Piette will focus on developing talent, en-
hancing the agency experience and driving
profitable growth to position Commercial
Lines for continued long-term success.

Fox Communities Credit Union has
promoted Andrew Opicka to VP of IT —
Information Governance, Risk & Security.
Opicka joined Fox in 2020 and advanced
to AVP IT - Information Security & Risk.
The VP of IT - Information Governance,
Risk & Security serves as the credit union’s
Information Security Officer (ISO) and is
responsible for leading the organization’s
information governance, technology risk
management, information security, phys-
ical security and resilience programs.

Now accepting new clients!

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158

Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com
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Neenah’ legacy: Who belongs in the next Hall class?

Every community is built on the shoul-
ders of individuals who inspire, mentor
and uplift those around them.

Here in Neenah, that spirit of excel-
lence has been woven into the fabric of
the Neenah Joint School District (NJSD)
for generations. Since spring 2014, the
NJSD Hall of Fame has stood as a tribute
to the remarkable people who have
shaped our schools and enriched our
community.

As excitement builds for the upcoming
Hall of Fame Celebration on Saturday, we
are already looking toward the future and
asking the community to help identify
the next class of honorees.

While the Hall of Fame routinely
recognizes high-profile success stories, its
mission extends far deeper than head-
lines or athletic trophies to capture the
full spectrum of dedication that defines
Neenabh. It celebrates distinguished
alumni who graduated at least 20 years
ago and have achieved career excellence,
served their communities or demonstrat-
ed extraordinary character.

Nominees may also include former

Dr. Steve
Harrison

NJSD Superintendent

educators, administrators and mentors
whose guidance left an indelible mark on
generations of students. Equally vital are
the steadfast friends of the district, such
as the community members, boosters
and volunteers whose behind-the-scenes
efforts have strengthened Neenah’s
schools from the ground up. Whether it’s
a nationally recognized leader or a quiet
champion, every contribution shapes the
heart of our community.

Community members are strongly
encouraged to nominate deserving
individuals for the Class of 2027, with
a special focus on those humble heroes
who rarely seek the spotlight themselves.
Nomination forms can be filled out on-
line or downloaded at Neenah.k12.wi.us/
alumni/hall-of-fame with paper copies

Drivers fined for failing to stop for school buses

Neenah News

Kobussen Buses, Ltd. reached out to the
Neenah Police Department in late Sep-
tember to report multiple eastbound vehi-
cles in the 700 block of Main Street were
not stopping for an afternoon westbound
bus stop.

Recorded video by the bus showed ve-

Man, woman dead
in murder-suicide

Neenah News

A man and woman are dead after what
the Neenah Police Department is calling a
murder-suicide.

At about 4:55 p.m. Sunday, police of-
ficers responded to a residence in the
Freedom Acres subdivision for a report
of shots being fired. Officers found a de-
ceased 57-old-year female and a deceased
59-year-old male.

The police said preliminary informa-
tion and evidence at the scene indicated
the male shot the female and then shot
himself. The situation was isolated to the
residence, and no further details will be
released.

The Neenah Police Department
thanked the Neenah-Menasha Fire Res-
cue, Gold Cross Ambulance and the Win-
nebago County Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice for their assistance.

hicles did not stop for the bus’s flashing
red flights.

On Sept. 30, several police officers
monitored the location and cited several
drivers for not stopping for the bus. The
violation fine is $610.

Wisconsin Statute 346.48 requires mo-
torists to stop not less than 20 feet from
the front or rear of the bus and remain
stopped until the bus resumes motion or
the red flashing lights are turned off.

The statute does not apply to vehicles
proceeding in the opposite direction on
a divided highway. Although four lanes,
Main Steet is not a divided highway.

The Neenah Police Department shared
the video from the bus and information
about the traffic stops on its Facebook
page to remind drivers about the rules for
stopped school buses.

A FEMALE-FORWARDN PLANNING AND ADVISORY
TEAM.... ALWAYS INVESTING IN YOUR FUTURE

124 W. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah, WI. 54956
920.886.1300
crondeau@myipiwealth.com
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Christine A. Rondeau,
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Reyna Garza

Office Manager

Christine Milheiser
Client Service Coordinator

Securities and investment advice offered through Investment Planners, Inc. (Member FINRA/SIPC) and IPl Wealth Managment®™,
226 W. Eldorado St. Decatur, IL 62522. 217-425-6340

available to mail directly to the District
Office. While nominations are welcome
year-round, all submissions for the Class
0f 2027 must be received by Nov. 30.

By shining a light on these extraor-
dinary journeys, the Hall of Fame does
something vital for the community’s
future: it offers current students tangible
proof of what integrity, perseverance and
service look like in action. When a young
person sees the story of a soft-spoken
mentor or a dedicated civic leader hon-
ored alongside celebrated public figures,
it redefines what it means to succeed. It
shows them that true impact isn’t always

measured on a scoreboard or in news
headlines but in the lives we touch and
the doors we open for others.

Ensuring that Neenah’s quietest heroes
are remembered alongside its most
famous names requires all of us. Every
untold story represents an opportunity to
inspire the next generation to lead with
character and purpose.

If there is someone whose quiet
dedication helped shape your journey
or enriched our schools, take the time
to submit a nomination before Nov. 30.
Your voice ensures that their legacy con-
tinues to light the way for years to come.

ThedaCare looks to add more townhouses

By MaryBeth Matzek
NEeENAH NEwWs

ThedaCare is seeking to build two 16-
unit townhouse buildings as part of its
Roosevelt Commons development across
from the ThedaCare Regional Medical
Center-Neenah.

The housing is intended for ThedaCare’s
physician residency program and will be
similar to the two buildings on the west
side of the property at 215 E. Forest Ave.,
which opened earlier this year.

Roosevelt Elementary School originally
sat on the site, but after the Neenah Joint
School District closed the school, it was
demolished. ThedaCare and ThedaCare
Foundations purchased the site to use as
housing for residents in its Graduate Med-
ical Education program.

The proposed townhouses are oriented
on the north side of the site along E. Forest
Avenue and the south side of the site along
E. North Water Street. Each townhouse
building includes seven units on both the

first and second floors. The townhouses
are designed with building access along
the front with one-car garages in the rear.
The building design is consistent with
the townhouses already on the site and
the houses on E. Forest Avenue and the
surrounding neighborhood. The exterior
facade is constructed with several mate-
rials including stone veneer, panel and
plank siding and different color schemes
to be consistent with the neighborhood.
The development includes two existing
access points, one along E. Forest Ave-
nue and one along E. North Water Street.
Those driveways were previously used to
access the school’s parking lots.
According to the city’s zoning code, the
site requires a minimum of 50 off-street
parking stalls. The site plan includes a total
of 64 oft-street parking stalls, including 34
garage stalls and 30 parking stalls within
the site’s parking areas.
The Common Council was expected to
consider it at its meeting on Wednesday.

e Foot soak, nail trim and file, callus reduction,
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available for an additional fee.

Call for Foot Care Appointment: 920-727-5555
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Sherift’'s Department seeks
new dive system, trailer

By MaryBeth Matzek
NEeENAH NEwWsS

The Winnebago County Sheriff’s De-
partment is seeking to purchase a new
dive surface air system and dive trailer
with its remaining 2026 capital budget
dollars.

Sheriff John Matz said the dive system
and trailer was originally part of the de-
partment’s 2027 budget request but un-
der the advice of the county executive’s
office, the purchases were moved to 2026
to make use of the unspent dollars.

The new dive trailer will cost $52,793
and the dive system will cost $24,999.44.
The Judiciary & Public Safety Commit-
tee approved the purchases Monday,
forwarding the final decision to the Win-
nebago County Board of Supervisors.

The department’s dive rescue/recovery
team currently uses recreational self-con-
tained underwater breathing apparatus
(SCUBA) systems when conducting
dive training and operations.

Matz said out-of-air emergencies are a
concern for public safety divers and often
occur due to SCUBA equipment failure
or diver entrapment or entanglement.
The current system uses a single 80-cu-
bic-foot aluminum tank and due to sev-
eral issues, the dives are often limited to
20 minutes per tank.

Matz said Surface-Supplied Air (SSA)
systems are the industry standard for
professional dive rescue and recovery
teams. The systems are either compres-
sor-based or compressed tank-based air

systems in which the air is supplied to the
diver through an umbilical cord/tether,
allowing the diver to stay under water for
an indefinite amount of time.

The department would purchase the
SSA system from American Diving and
Marine Supply for $24,999.44.

In addition to the SSA system, the
sheriff’s department wants to purchase a
new 24-foot by 8.5-foot heavy duty dive
trailer, which includes built-in cabinets
and cubbies.

Matz said the current trailer is over-
weight and many items cannot be prop-
erly stored because adding proper stor-
age would add more weight. The trailer
also lacks the ability to properly rehabili-
tate divers and equipment after exposure
to extreme temperatures, particularly
during ice diving operations. The current
trailer is heated with portable propane
heaters, which pose both a fire and car-
bon monoxide risks.

Matz said the new trailer will have insu-
lation for temperature control, emergen-
cy lighting and a generator to allow for
a temperature-controlled environment.
The new trailer, with all its components,
would cost $52,793.

The leftover dollars in the 2026 cap-
ital budget came from new squad cars
and a van coming in under budget and a
remodeling project that included a sink
and industrial garbage disposal could not
be completed and moved to the facilities

budget.

COMMUNITY REPORTERS

Winnebago Media Group, Inc., formerly Oshkosh Herald
LLC and the publisher of the Neenah News, Oshkosh Herald
and Winneconne News, is seeking COMMUNITY REPORTERS to

report on our communities.

to apply.

and more.
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There's a lot going on and topics of interest range from
government, education, human interest, court/crime, events

« Self-motivated to seek out community interest stories,
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Photo from Fox Crossing Fire Department

Fox Crossing Fire Department Lt. Tim Raddatz and Chief Todd Sweeney stand in front of a
fire engine that was recently purchased from the Butler Volunteer Fire Department.

Fire engine arrives for rebuilding process

Neenah News

The Fox Crossing Fire Department has
added a fire engine to help while it re-
builds from the July tornado.

The engine was recently purchased
from Butler Volunteer Fire Department
following that department’s closure.

Lt. Tim Raddatz drove the 2014 engine
from Butler to Fox Crossing.

Fox Crossing purchased the engine for
$285,000, using money from the village’s

equipment replacement fund.

Station 41 was damaged in the tornado
with two engines and a rescue truck either
needing to be repaired or replaced.

The Fox Crossing Fire Department said
more work needs to be done on the en-
gine before it officially goes into service,
but receiving it is part of the piece-by-
piece rebuilding process. The department
is planning for the engine to serve the
community for years to come.
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Senior Standout is Erougﬁt to you Ey:

Diekfuss sets Rockets up for success on volleyball court

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEwWS

Cam Diekfuss clearly remembers what
it was like stepping on the volleyball
court as a freshman on the Neenah High
School volleyball team.

“Everything looked so big and every-
one was huge and could jump out of the
gym,” Diekfuss recalled before a practice
last week. “It was really intimidating.
It was definitely scary. Playing against
teams like Appleton North and Kimberly
as a freshman, that’s hard to go against.”

For Diekfuss, though, the most
knee-knocking aspect of playing as a
freshman against some of the best boys
volleyball teams in the state at nothing to
do with what he was doing physically.

It centered around what he wanted to
accomplish and the level of play he felt he
should bring to the court.

“The scariest thing about it was not
the actual playing but the expectations I
set for myself that I thought I had to live
up to,” Diekfuss said. “I was lucky I had
some older guys on the team and that
helped me out.”

Diekfuss, who has played the setter po-
sition for nearly the entirety of his high
school career, was able to navigate his
freshman season and has blossomed into
one of the top players in the talent rich
Fox Valley Association. He earned hon-
orable mention all-conference honors as
a sophomore and graduated to second
team last season.

This year, he leads the team in assists,
blocks and aces while ranking second in
digs and fourth in kills. He has helped the
Rockets get off to a 15-3 start, including
a 7-0 mark in the FVA where Neenah is
tied for first place with perennial pow-
erhouse Appleton North — a team they
will face on Thursday in what could be a
showdown for the league crown.

“I love the competitiveness of the big
matches,” Diekfuss said. “The best thing
about volleyball is playing a tough team
because the rallies are super hard and
they get your heart racing. I feel like they
just don’t end.

“The mindset you have to bring is like
that grit and hustle and that extra power
you have to find in yourself”

Diekfuss’ development into one of the
elite players in the conference has a lot
of different aspects but one of the most
identifiable is his physical stature.

Diekfuss was 5-foot-9 when he began
his career at Neenah — “My hands barely
got above the net when I was blocking,”
he said - but now stands a lanky 6-foot-
6 and has no trouble reaching above the
netline now.

“I can’t even explain how much (the
height) helps,” Diekfuss said. “It’s not
just my height that I've seen improve-

Neenah News

Cam Diekfuss has played four years on the Neenah boys volleyball varsity squad and hopes to
lead the Rockets to an extended postseason run in his senior season.

ments in. The last year or so I've seen a
lot of improvement in my vertical jump
ability, too. That’s helping me out a lot.”

He’s developed his skills over his four
years at Neenah as well as playing club
volleyball for the Milwaukee Sting.

Diekfuss admits that when he started
to add his height, he was able to use it ef-
fectively.

“(As ajunior) I was taller, but my skills
weren't there to apply the height I had,”
Diekfuss said. “As a blocker, I have im-
proved with the height but also as I have
improved my skill level.

“There are tons of times where we play
teams with short setters, but they still

EXPERIENCE.
COMPASSION.
RESULTS.

As a Realtor® specializing in senior moves,
rightsizing, and estates, WE provide trusted
guidance to make every transition smooth and
respecbtful.

TURN TO THE REALTORS
SENIORS TRUST, RESPECT,
AND RECOMMEND.

(CALL TODAY 920-832-8648 )

Wade & Annetbe Hebrick, Realtor® | Owner/ Brokers Acre Realby | Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES)

have to block so I will set outside a lot
so my hitters can just hit over the block.
That’s not the case with me.”

Diekfuss, whose father and older
brother both played volleyball, started
at the 13U level in club volleyball and
immediately gravitated to the setter po-
sition.

Senior Standout

“I think I just had the most ball control
of anybody on my team,” Diekfuss said.
“I was at least familiar enough with the
game to know enough and I think my
coaches saw that and said I would be the
setter and I just stuck with it ever since.”

Diekfuss took to the sport and the po-
sition right away and was ready to make
the jump to the high school level when
he got to Neenah as a freshman.

But along with the players he was fac-
ing, he also had to adjust to playing with
much older teammates.

“One of my hitters on the varsity lev-
el was 6-foot-5 and jumping really good
and that was nothing I had ever played
with before,” Diekfuss said. “That set-
ter-hitter connection is really important
and it does take a while to build plus I
was also not as skilled as a setter so my
connection wasn’t always perfect.”

As the setter, Diekfuss is responsible
for orchestrating the Rockets attack -
sometimes swinging or dump setting as
well — and that means delivering sets to
Neenah’s bevy of hitters.

The Rockets have a very balanced at-
tack with a handful of hitters capable of
rocketing spikes down on opponents.
Diekfuss said having all of the hitters
around him makes his job a lot easier.

“It is truly amazing. I really do love
it/ Diekfuss said. “I can trust my entire
team. It makes the game slower for me.
As a setter, I need to make split-second
decisions and it lightens the pressure in
making that decision because we have so
many guys who can hit.”

Diekfuss will be a freshman on a vol-
leyball team again next fall when he at-
tends Lewis University, a NCAA Divi-
sion I program in Romeoville, I1l.

He visited the university last January,
meeting the team and legendary coach
Dan Friend.

“I'm super, super excited. I can’t even
put into words how excited I am,” said
Diekfuss, who plans on having a career
in engineering. “It also motivates me to
keep working hard. I know that I have to

See Senior Standout on Pace 14

DON’T FACE YOUR LEGAL
CHALLENGES ALONE

Help is here.
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experienced
attorneys at
Stillings, Pasquale
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to help you with
your family law,
estate planning or
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www.spslawyers.net
920-725-5305
251 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah
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Dramatic win keeps Rockets in running for FVA crown

By Steve Clark
NEENAH NEWS
It’s a situation the Neenah football team
has done in practice plenty of times this
season.

to saving time on the clock as well as Mat-
thias Charles powering his way to a first
down that allowed the Rockets — who did
not have any timeouts for the drive — to
spike the ball and stop the clock.

Last Friday, the
Rockets put all of that
hard work to good use.

Neenah drove 93
yards in the final 2%
minutes to score the
go-ahead touchdown
with two seconds left

It was also Charles
that hauled in the
touchdown pass that
capped the drive, haul-
ing in a 21-yard recep-
tion from Owen St.
Clair on a fade pattern
in the back corner of

in a dramatic 22-20 .

win over Fond du Lac
that keeps the Rock-

ets’ hopes of a Fox Valley Association title
alive.

“We rep that drill every week multiple
times and it paid off,” Neenah head coach
Steve Jung said. “A lot of kids made big
plays, and not just physical plays, but men-
tal plays that allowed us to use that time
well”

Jung cited plays by Cooper Sieck and
Dylan Foat during the drive that were key

the end zone.
“I saw that with the
inside receiver, there
was no way to get him the ball so I just
thought I would give it to the best player
on the team,” said St. Clair, who was mak-
ing his third straight start for the injured
Ashton Van Beek. “I think it was just a
lot of hard work and time put in and it all
came down to one moment. When I saw
the ref put his hands up it was amazing”
Jung was impressed with the way his
young quarterback handled the situation

W@

Discover

a place
of worship
gD . for you.
= To include your services call (920) 385-4512

ZIN

S NEENAH, WISCONSIN—LCMS

REACHING OUT. SERVING JESUS. CELEBRATING HIS LOVE.

SERVICE TIMES:

Peac
Lutheran Chlll’Ch SATURDAYS @ 5PM, SUNDAYS @ 9AM

1228 S. PARK AVE. NEENAH, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 | WWW.PEACENEENAH.COM

You're invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

YOU CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT GOD

CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

@: ALLIANCE CHURCH NEENAH

Sunday Worship Services
10:00 AM & 6:00 PMm
1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah,
Wil

www.applevalleypres.org

APPLE VALLEY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A confessionally Reformed church where the

Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached.

First United Methodist Church

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~

All are welcome!
108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah - (920)725-0166
www.fumenm.org - facebook.com/fumcnm

(Ask me about Grace!

Divine
Services:

Sunday morning 9:00 a.m.
Monday evening 6:30 p.m.

1390 Breezewood Lane, Neenah, WI 54956
920-722-5550 | www.graceneenah.com

www.facebook.com/ grace.neenah

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.
WELS
Proclaiming the Gospel
Strengthening Believers
Serving Others
Supporting Neenah Lutheran School - 3K to 8

436 S. Lake St. Worship Times
Neenah, WI 54956 Saturday: 5:30pm
(920) 725-1330 Sunday: 9:00am

www.martinlutherneenah.org

LN

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm
407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net« facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music.

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTubel

All are welcome! ~ [Exi[E

Checkus out at !
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha E

Week 8 games

Fox Valley Association
(records reflect FVA games)
Hortonville (2-3) at Neenah (4-1)
Oshkosh West (2-3) at Kaukauna (4-1)
Fond du Lac (2-3) at Kimberly (3-2)
Appleton North (3-2) at Appleton East (0-4)

and led the Rockets to the score.

“Owen managed the clock really well,”
Jung said. “The moxie that St. Clair
showed as a sophomore and the back-up
quarterback to will us to that victory was
pretty impressive.”

St. Clair, who was 19-of-31 for 232
yards and three touchdowns, is 3-0 as a
starter leading Neenah to wins over Osh-
kosh West — in a downpour — and Apple-
ton North.

“It’s been a crazy, roller-coaster of emo-
tions,” St. Clair said. “I have had to face a
lot of adversity with a couple of last-min-
ute times when I have been starting. I'm
just happy I've been able to show up for

the team and get a couple of wins.”

Charles finished with 10 catches for
119 yards in the game, while Foat add-
ed 98 yards on six catches. Each receiver
also had a touchdown catch, with Chase
Kramer notching the other score.

Coming off such an emotional win
against a rival can leave some teams in
letdown mode the following Friday. Add
in the potential distractions of it being
Homecoming week at Neenah High
School, and keeping a team focused can
be a task for a coaching staff.

But not for the Rockets this week.

Neenah is gearing up to face Horton-
ville on Friday, still feeling the pain from
last year’s 17-14 loss to the Polar Bears
that kept the Rockets from winning the
FVA title outright. So there will be plenty
of motivation and intensity when Neenah
hits the field on Friday.

“I think that game still stings with the
coaching staff and our kids,” Jung said.
“This is a big game to us. Hortonville is re-

See Rocket football on Pace 14

Zephyrs focus on Raiders
with big goals in reach

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEWS

The St. Mary Catholic football team
found itself in some unfamiliar circum-
stances last season.

After having not qualified for the post-
season in more than 20 years, the Zeph-
yrs were suddenly playing in meaningful
games with plenty on the line. Lessons had
to be learned and experience in those situa-
tions had to be accrued.

Heading into Friday’s showdown at Kiel,
playing in a big game is nothing new for this
crew and they will be ready for intensity of
the matchup.

“We feel like a more veteran team this
year with that experi-
ence from last year”
senior Dominic Todd
said. “We aren’t going
to underestimate (Kiel)
because they are a very
good team and also
well-coached. But we
teel like we are going to
want it more.”

The Zephyrs have
just one loss in confer-
ence play this season
and getting a win over
Kiel would set the stage
for a matchup with
Brillion for the Eastern
Wisconsin Conference
title in the regular-sea-
son finale.

Although the team
knows what is out there
for them, their sights are solely on the Raid-
ers.

“We control our own destiny, really. We
have to win this one first and then we have
an opportunity — and it doesn’t matter if
Brillion wins or loses — if we can go into
that week and win, we are going to be con-
terence champs whether it’s shared or not,”
St. Mary Catholic head coach Rob Det-
terman said. “We talked about the playoft
experience that this is basically the playoff
experience starting now. We have to re-
member what the playoffs felt like and what
it takes to be successful”

Detterman believes that the team is con-
fident it can be successful against quality
opponents, which was something that the

Week 8 games

Eastern Wisconsin Conference
(records reflect EWC games)
St. Mary Catholic (4-1) at Kiel (3-2)
Chilton (2-3) at Brillion (5-0)
Valders (3-2) at Roncalli (1-4)
Two Rivers (0-5) at New Holstein (2-3)

group took from last year’s success.

“We have a lot of seniors and that helps
and just knowing we can win is a big deal,”
Detterman said. “Some teams when they
struggle, they just don’t think they can win.
They are waiting for the other shoe to drop.
Now we are waiting for something to go
right because we know it’s going to if we
keep playing hard. Having that mentality is
huge”

The Zephyrs are entering Friday’s game
off a win over Roncalli in which the offense
racked up a season-high 56 points.

St. Mary Catholic racked up nearly 300
yards on the ground and averaged 8.8 yards
per carry in the game, with Todd leading
the way with 151 yards and two touch-
downs.

“Our o-line played really well and I was
just focused on following my blockers,”
Todd said. “Everybody did their 1/11" and
it worked out well”

The Zephyrs’ offense also got a little help
from the defense in rolling over the Jets as
Finnley McClone contributed an intercep-
tion return for a touchdown in the game.

But it wasn't just an ordinary pick-6. This
one covered nearly the entire football field
as McClone raced 99 yards for the score.

“It was a long way,” McClone said with a
smile. “We called the coverage, I stuck with
my guy and saw the ball in the air and went
for it. I took off, I felt him hit my foot but I
stayed up and was gone from there.

“Istarted running and my whole goal was
just not to get caught because I'd probably
get yelled at in the film room.”

McClone said the defense will face a
tough challenge with the Raiders, who are
led by dual-threat quarterback Brady Kien-
baum and the versatile Mason Schaefer,
who has scored both rushing and receiving
and has even thrown a touchdown pass this

See Zephyr football on Pace 14
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TENNIS

Rockets rack up
another FVA title

After an undefeated dual meet season in
the Fox Valley Association, Neenah dom-
inated play at the conference tournament
last week, winning titles at six of the seven
flights.

All three doubles pairings for the Rock-
ets rolled to the championship in their re-
spective brackets.

Ella Motto and Evelyn Buss at No. 2
doubles highlighted the day for Rockets.
The senior duo did not drop a game in
their three matches en route to claiming
the crown. Rebekah Thomas and Sydney
Michalkiewicz won their first two matches
by scores of 6-0, 6-0 before topping Rosie
and Nomie Whitlinger of Appleton North
6-1, 6-1 in the finals.

At No. 3 doubles, Mollie VanDyke and
JB Kennedy posted a 6-0, 6-0 win in their
first match before adding straight-set vic-
tories in the semifinals and finals to earn
the title.

Celia Gentile dropped only three games
in three matches to finish atop the No. 1
singles bracket, while Rachel Thomas
earned the No. 2 singles crown by losing
just two games in her first two matches
and then topping Sarah Reider of Kimber-
ly 6-1, 6-3, in the final.

Ellie Grace Zickler was the No. 3 singles
champion, posting a 6-1, 6-1 win over Ap-
pleton North’s Vivian Meronk in the title
match after collecting a pair of straight-set
wins.

Megan Slabbert added a third place at
No. 4 singles for the Rockets.

Zephyrs’ doubles teams

lead tourney showing

The three St. Mary Catholic doubles
teams dropped only one game in a com-
bined five matches at the WIAA Division
2 sub-sectional on Monday.

The Zephyrs competed at the sectional
tournament in Kohler on Wednesday, but
full results were not available by deadline.

Scarlett Bergstrom and Kieran Berg-
strom at No. 2 doubles and Faith Berg-
strom and Laney Schmidt at No. 3 doubles
each posted two 6-0, 6-0 wins to advance
to sectionals.

Halle Janssen and Ella Chier won 6-0,
6-1 in their lone match at No. 1 doubles.

Two-time state doubles champion Vivie
Auth, who has made the move to singles
this season earned a 6-0, 6-0 win in her
only match at the sub-sectional, with Na-
dia Alexander at No. 2 singles and Norah
Wroblewski at No. 4 singles also posting
a pair of wins at their respective flights to
advance.

Wroblewski won both of her matches
6-0, 6-0.

Elsa Rossmeissl won her first match at
No. 3 singles but then fell to top-seeded
Zoe Hodgkiss of Xavier in a hard-fought
6-3, 7-5 match.

Neenah cruises through

sub-sectional tourney

The Rockets advanced all seven flights
to sectionals and scored a perfect 24
points on the day at the WIAA Division 1
sub-sectional tournament hosted by Man-
itowoc Lincoln on Tuesday.

Individual state qualifiers and Neenah’s
pursuit of another trip to the WIAA Team
State Tournament was determined on
Thursday at the Oshkosh West sectional
on Thursday. Results of that tournament
were not available by deadline.

Both of Neenah’s entrees at the No. 1

flights — Celia Gentile in singles and Re-
bekah Thomas and Sydney Michalkiewicz
in doubles — posted 6-0, 6-0 wins in their
only match on the day.

Ella Motto and Evelyn Buss won both
of their matches at No. 2 doubles by 6-0,
6-0 margins, while JB Kennedy and Mollie
VanDyke lost only one game in winning
two matches at No. 3 doubles.

Singles players to advance for Neenah
were Rachel Thomas at No. 2 singles, El-
lie Grace Zickler at No. 3 singles and Page
Vickman at No. 4 singles. Rachel Thomas
lost only two games combined in her two
matches.

Zephyrs shine
in dual meets

St. Mary Catholic capped off a perfect
run through the Eastern Wisconsin Con-
ference dual meet season by racking up
wins over Fox Valley Lutheran (6-1) and
Marinette (7-0) last week.

Halle Janssen and Ella Chier highlight-
ed the win over Marinette bouncing back
from a first-set loss to win their No. 1
doubles match 4-6, 6-2, 10-4. The Zeph-
yrs won every other match in straight sets
including 6-0, 6-0 wins from Vivie Auth at
No. 1 singles and the No. 3 doubles team
of Faith Bergstrom and Laney Schmidt.

Auth, Janssen and Chier and Norah
Wroblewski at No. 4 singles each won
their matches without dropping a game in
the win over Fox Valley Lutheran.

GOLF

Neenah’s Oitzinger earns
top-15 finish at sectionals

Rocket senior Adrianne Oitzinger com-
peted at the WIAA Division 1 sectional
meet at Thornberry Creek Golf Course
and tied for 14" overall at the tournament.

Oitzinger carded a round of 89 on the
day, which left her in a tie with De Pere’s
Janayha Vengrowsky.

Oitzinger was only five strokes behind
the final individual state-qualifying score.

CROSS COUNTRY

Neenah girls notch win at

Wheaton Falcon Classic

The Rockets became the first Wisconsin
high school to win the team title at the Fal-
con Classic held in Wheaton., IIL

The unique meet awards points in flight-
ed competition among each of the seven
runners for the 13 schools and Neenah
finished with just 15 points to edge Her-
shey (Ill.) by two points and New Trier
(111.) by seven points.

Earning first-place finishes in their re-
spective races for the Rockets were Izzy
Malloy for the No. 2 runners, Elsa Weiland
for No. S runners, Maddie Schoonover for
No. 6 runners and Olivia Landrath for No.
7 runners.

Sam Zilm added a third place among
the No. 1 runners, Natalie Schultz was
third among the No. 3 runners and Lizzy
LaPlant was fifth among the No. 4 run-

ners.

Drake leads Rocket

runners at Fond du Lac

Elliott Drake raced to a third-place fin-
ish among 111 runners to help the Neen-
ah boys take third place at the Fond du
Lac Invitational last week.

Drake edged out Appleton West’s Keg-
an Philbin by less than a half-second for
the spot and was about 20 seconds behind
individual winner Jay Weber of Oshkosh

See Prep roundup on Pace 15

Neenah News

Neenah senior Paige Hoelzel stuffs a Fond du Lac spike attempt during Tuesday’s Fox Valley

Association match.

Rockets can’t find rhythm
in four-set loss to Cardinals

By Steve Clark
NEENAH NEwWs

It was a bad time for the Neenah girls
volleyball team to have an off night.

Outside of the second set, the Rock-
ets never really got things to click against
Fond du Lac in a matchup of two of the
top teams in the Fox Valley Association.
The result left Neenah with its first FVA
loss of the season, following the 25-22,
12-25,25-22,25-17 loss on Tuesday night
inside the Neenah High School Field-
house.

“It was just kind of a weird game,” Neen-
ah head coach Nate Leitermann said. “Ev-
erything just kind of seemed off tonight.
Hats oft to Fond du Lac, they played well
and they caught us on an oft night. We just
didn’t really play like our normal self.”

One of the areas that hampered the
Rockets in the loss was its serving.

Neenah finished with 14 aces - led by
four from Brielle Brown and three from
Gloria Keith - but racked up 11 service
errors and struggled to put pressure on the
Cardinals with their serve.

“We did not serve well. We’ve done well
serving-wise this season, but tonight was
just an off night,” Leitermann said. “We're
going to hit the gym (Wednesday) and
serve for a good amount of time.”

After dropping a tight first set, the Rock-
ets came out firing in the second set and
never trailed. The only time the set was
even tied was at 1-1.

Back-to-back kills from Elaina Kram-
er and Paige Hoelzel broke the tie and
pushed Neenah into the lead and the
Rockets continued to extend the advan-
tage the rest of the set.

A kill by Lily Romjue earned the Rock-
ets an 11-3 advantage before four straight
points on Keith’s serve — including two
aces and a kill from Leah Oldenburg -
kept the advantage at eight points.

The Cardinals would get as close as 18-
11, but Brown’s kill ignited a run of six
straight points that got the Rockets to set
point before Romjue finished things off
with a kill to even the match at 1.

“Ithought in that second set we got back
to the way we play. I thought we competed
at a high level,” Leitermann said. “Props to
Fond du Lac. They came into set three and
they didn’t roll over”

A kill from Kramer and two aces from
Finley Kelley staked Neenah to the early
lead in the third set, while a five-point run
pushed the Rockets to an 8-3 advantage.

Fond du Lac, though, began to chip
away at the Neenah lead and eventually
pulled even at 13-13. The score was tied
two more times in the set before Fond
du Lac took the lead for good at 17-16
and kept the Rockets from stringing any
points to together down the stretch.

“It felt like we would get one or two
points and then we would lose three or
four,” Leitermann said. “I think we kind
of got into that mindset of we're back, we
rolled them in set two, here we go and we
just kind of took our foot off the gas.”

Neenah never led in the fourth set but
was able to keep things close most of the
way as Fond du Lac’s lead never topped
three points until the Cardinals rattled off
the final six points of the set — a run which
started with a missed serve by the Rockets.

Romjue finished with 13 kills to lead
the Rockets, while Brown chipped in 11
and Hoelzel added nine. Kelley paced the
team with 24 assists with Sena Messner
adding 14.

Defensively, Hoelzel finished with three
total blocks in the match, while Aubrey
Lindgren finished with 19 digs and Rom-
jue had nine.

The loss drops Neenah into a tie for sec-
ond place with the Cardinals. The Rockets
were scheduled to face FVA-leading Kim-
berly on Thursday, before closing out the
conference season at home against Apple-
ton North next Thursday.

“I think were going to bounce back
from this. The girls are going to be hun-
gry and they are going to be frustrated
because they know this isn’t our game,”
Leitermann said. “We have a lot of season
left and we know we can compete at a high
level”




PAGE 14 | NEENAHNEWS.COM

OcToBER 2, 2026

Rocket football

FROM PAGE 12

ally good offensively and they beat us last
year so this is a game we are working for”
The Polar Bears have a number of
weapons that the Rockets will be prepar-
ing for, including quarterback AJ Pheifer
and his top receiver Isaac Behnke. Pheifer

has already thrown for nearly 1,400 yards
this season while Behnke has 50 catches
through seven games and is averaging 13.4
yards per catch.

Hortonville also controlled the ball
against the Rockets last year and dominat-
ed the time of possession.

Neenah'’s defense — which has allowed
more than 20 points just once in confer-
ence play this season — knows it has to ex-

Senior Standout

FROM PAGE 11

this year’s squad has the potential to do

so. However, he knows that nothing is

just going to be handed to the Rockets.
“My goal is to go to state,” Diekfuss

work hard because there is more after.
Once I get to college I don’t want to be
waiting until my senior year to play. 'm
going to be bringing it hard.”

Before he gets the chance to suit up for
the Falcons, Diekfuss has his senior sea-
son at Neenah to finish and he hopes to
make it a memorable one.

The Rockets haven’t qualified for the
WIAA State Boys Volleyball tournament
since 2001 and Diekfuss believes that

said. “I know we are going to go to state
so I am going to make it happen. Not like
I know we are going to state so I'm just
going to sit back and let it happen. I want
to make it happen and my team is think-
ing that way, too.

“Leadership and time management
are definitely the two biggest things I've
learned playing volleyball. I'm not per-
fect in either one of them but I am trying
my best to get better at them.”

ecute to limit the Polar Bear offense.

“We have to be there mentally all game.
We have to contain their run but they are a
good passing team so we have to have that
good pass defense and maybe get some
turnovers,” said junior Logan Price, who
led the team with 14 tackles against Fond
du Lac. “Coaches say (last year’s loss) still
stings so we just have to bring it to them
this week.”

A Homecoming win would move Neen-

ah one step closer to earning at least a
share of the FVA title with a showdown
against Kimberly awaiting the Rockets in
the regular-season finale.

However, that game will have to wait
because the Rockets have some business
to take care of on Friday.

“This is a game we have had circled on
the calendar just because they beat us last
year,” Jung said. “We have worked extra
hard for this one. We're going to be ready.”

Zephyr football

FROM PAGE 12

year.
Schaefer was the Kiel player that took a
hook-and-ladder pass nearly the length of
the field for a touchdown on the final play
of regulation before the Zephyrs blocked
the game-tying extra point kick attempt.
“We just have to be prepared for every-
thing,” McClone said. “All of their skilled
positions are good. Anyone can do any-
thing so we have to be ready because they
got everything in their belt. They have the

whole package””

The Zephyrs are right there, too.

Just like last year, St. Mary Catholic fea-
tures a strong running game behind a vet-
eran offensive line, big-play potential in the
passing game and a staunch defense. But
unlike last year, the Zephyrs will have one
more asset in their toolbox to use.

“Last year our goal was just to make the
playoffs because it had been 20-some years
since we had made it,” McClone said. “Be-
cause of the experience we got last year, our
goals have changed and our standards have
changed and we want to keep moving for-
ward.”
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NEENAH SINCE 2016

business here
every Friday!

920.486.1231

1314 S. COMMERCIAL ST.

Call 920-486-1616

or email
advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com

REAL ESTATE

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

COLIN
DANIELS ]

Broker/Owner, REALTOR® o
CALL TODAY! vl

920.574.0619

colin@colindaniels.com
COLINDANIELS.COM

LAWN EQUIPMENT

—SINCE 1988 —

Sales

Service

Pick-up & Delivery
Available

@ GRAVELY

Husqvarna

BRIDGE REALTY

PARTNERS'

5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

The Fresh Start Company

(920) 231-1699

gy GAUGER
Ffj TREE CARE, LLC
/: Licensed/Insured

“j Mike Gauger

\
ISR ISA Certified Arborist (R)
® WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776

mikestrees920@gmail.com
YEAR-ROUND SERVICE

Pruning — Removal
Stump Grinding
Commercial Snow Removal

AN

« Interior and Exterior
« Wallpaper Removal
« Residential & New Construction

« Over 30 years experience!

all 920-722-5832

RESTORATION SERVICES

We're Ready To
Help 24/7

The blueprint for your “Fresh Start”
is just a phone call away.

; ,& 2

920-260-6660

9llrestorationoshkosh.com

=

D
|

W Erie
A Insurance’

920.385.0782

Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center
1429 Oregon Street
Oshkosh Wi, 54902

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline,CPCU

Auto e Home e Life e Business

HANDYMAN/HOME SERVICES

DOUG’S

PAINTING We are
YOUR Local
‘Ink Link’
for ALL

Print Projects!

= se—— T

No pay until you're satisfied

Slondarnd & Custom Designs

920558257111
O3 E Mefn o

REAL ESTATE

* Holiday Cards

* Business Cards

« Invitations

« Graduation Cards
« Copies, Brochures
« Flyers, Posters

* & MORE!

Put Your Business Where

the Commu

nity Looks.

Advertise weekly in the Business Service Directory in the Oshkosh

Herald, Neenah News and Winneconne News and reach 90,000+
local readers.

Affordable visibility for less than $65 per week.

Call 920-385-4512

today to learn more.

FIGHTERS.

—— Full Service Real Estate —
When Selling Your Home,

Put Your Equity First
EquityFighters.com

Call Mark Showers at 920-289-2900

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates
Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788

WWW. areawaterprooﬁng.com

WWG

Winnebago Media Group

The Power of Local
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Prep roundup

FROM PaGE 13

North.

Drew Sabatke added a 13" place for the
Rockets with Connor Schott scoring a
21*-place finish, followed by Dylan Olson
in 33" and Carson Finch in 35™.

Neenah finished behind only Verona
and Kimberly among the 16 teams at the
meet.

The Neenah girls finished sixth overall
led by Ramsey Green in 17" place. Sarah
Melewski was the next Rocket runner to
cross in 29" place while the rest of the scor-
ing runners for the Rockets were Courtney
Cain in 35" place, Audrie Blenker in 49
place and Corah Holzheu in 51* place.

Higgins, Staner lead

Zephyrs runners

Claire Higgins and Fritz Staner paced
the St. Mary Catholic runners at the
Waupaca Invitational last week.

Higgins finished 19" overall in the girls
race followed by Natalie Lee in 31*. Claire
Mislinski in 48" place, Chloe Beckett in
58" place and Mary Aure in 59" place
rounded ut the scoring runners for the
Zephyrs.

Staner finished in the top 10 of the
boys race by coming in 10", with Brady
DeLeeuw adding a 22" place. The remain-
ing Zephyr runners had Brandon DeBraal
in 48" place, Leo Gruber in 54™ place and
Anderson Homburg in 59* place.

SOCCER

Big second-half

carries Rockets to win

Ian Baetke finished with two goals and
an assist and Neenah responded to a 1-0
halftime deficit by scoring three times in
the second half for a 3-1 win over Kimber-
ly.

All three goals for the Rockets came
in a span of about five minutes midway
through the second half, starting with Ba-
etke’s first tally off an assist from Hunter
Brown, which tied the match in the 58
minute.

Kolton Fleege then scored off a Baetke
assist about two minutes later to push the
Rockets in front, before Baetke added an
insurance goal in the 63 minute off an as-
sist from Brode Labarge.

Neenah was coming off a 4-3 loss to
Appleton North last Thursday in which
the Lightning scored all four goals in the
second half to sting the Rockets.

Neenah had built a 3-0 halftime lead on
two goals from Brown and another from
Baetke. LaBarge, Owen Pire and Braulio
Alvarado Zarate registered assists in the
game.

Zephyrs roll to win

over Stockbridge

Six different players scored as St. Mary
Catholic posted a 6-0 win over Stock-
bridge last Thursday.

Nathan Jensen, Jameson Tines, Bryce
Heimann, Rhett Probst, Henry Thiumann
and Dylan Brenn all registered goals in the
victory. Rhett Probst added a pair of as-
sists in the win, while Buck Probst, Aiden
Tines and Sawyer DeMars each had one.

Aaron Ruppert made two saves in goal
to earn the shutout.

St. Mary Catholic came up short in a
Big East Conference game against Oost-
burg on Tuesday, 5-1.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Rockets post
three wins at invite

Neenah earned wins over Stevens Point,

Brookfield East and Mosinee before fall-
ing to Kimberly at the Fox Valley Lutheran
invitational on Friday.

All three wins for the Rockets came in
straight sets.

Lily Romjue led the Neenah hitters at
the tournament with 35 kills, followed by
Elaina Kramer with 27 and Brielle Brown
with 22. Brown also led the team with
eight aces.

Finley Kelley led the Rockets with 51
assists, while Sena Messner added 38.

Defensively, Aubrey Lindgren led Neen-
ah with 42 digs, followed by Kelley with
24, Romjue with 23 and Brown with 21.

The Rockets also picked up a 25-18, 25-
15,25-20 win over Kaukauna last week led
by 15 kills, six aces and 10 digs from Rom-
jue. Brown added nine kills in the win.

Lindgren paced the team with 19 digs,
while Kelley registered a team-high 18 as-
sists.

Zephyrs can’t
get past Lancers

St. Mary Catholic ran into a power-
house Manitowoc Lutheran squad on
Tuesday and lost the Big East Conference
matchup in three close sets, 25-18, 25-23,
25-18.

Rayna Brelage and Adele Brennan each
had five kills in the match. Emmi Weiss
finished with 10 assists and Brennan add-
ed five.

The Zephyrs finished second at the
Wrightstown Invitational on Saturday,
falling to the host Tigers in the title match
25-22, 25-21. St. Mary Catholic post-
ed wins, all in two sets, over Sheboygan
South, Two Rivers, Wabeno-Laona and
Seymour at the tournament.

Ellie Davel led the Zephyr hitters with
20 kills, followed by Luci Nackers with 19,
Autumn Crowe with 17 and Brennan with
14.

Bitsy McCauley racked up 35 digs in
the tournament followed by Crowe with
26 and Nackers with 23, while Weiss and
Brennan finished with 48 and 37 assists,
respectively.

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Rockets hold off

Cardinals in three sets

Neenah remained atop the Fox Valley
Association by collecting a 25-13, 25-23,
27-25 win on the road at Fond du Lac on
Tuesday.

The Rockets are now 7-0 in conference
play and tied atop the conference with Ap-
pleton North.

Trevor Ricketts led the Rockets with 10
kills, followed by Colin Martin with eight
and Sam Keepers with seven.

Levi Steckling led the team with 11 digs
while Cam Diekfuss posted 35 assists in
the win.

SWIMMING

Neenah collects dual

meet win over Fondy

The Rockets swept the top three places
in diving and capped the meet with a 1-2
finish in the 400-meter freestyle relay in
collecting a 108-77 win over Fond du Lac
on Tuesday.

Breleigh Maurer, Elisabeth Hang, Brid-
get Bloomhuff and Kirsten Brygger made
up the winning team in the 400-yard free-
style relay, with the foursome of Anna
Benthein, Emma Doiron, Lilly Karr and
Sophie Wypiszynski taking second.

Sydney Hansman led the sweep in div-
ing for Neenah with Meredith Buttron
taking second and Sophia Diaz finishing
third.

Brygger added a pair of individual wins
on the day, taking first in the 100-yard

freestyle and 100-yard breaststroke.
Maurer picked up a win in the 200-
yard freestyle and a second place in the
100-yard butterfly, Hang took first in the
500-yard freestyle and was second in the
200-yard individual medley and Bloom-

huff added a win in the 50-yard freestyle
and earned a second place in the 100-yard
backstroke.

Neenah also won the 200-yard medley
relay with a team of Bloomhuff, Brygger,
Hang and Ellen Farrell.

Public Notice

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT

Any qualified elector who is unable or unwilling to appear at the polling place on Election Day may
request to vote an absentee ballot. A qualified elector is any U.S. citizen, who will be 18 years of

age or older on Election Day, who has resided in the ward or municipality where he or she wishes
to vote for at least 28 consecutive days before the election. The elector must also be registered in
order to receive an absentee ballot. Voters with a current and valid WI Driver’s License or ID card

General Election
November 3, 2026

may now register to vote online at www.myvote.wi.gov.
You must make a request for an absentee ballot in writing -

Contact your municipal clerk and request that an application for an absentee ballot be sent to
you for the election. You may also submit a written request in the form of a letter or email. Your
written request must list your voting address within the municipality where you wish to vote, the
address where the absentee ballot should be sent, if different, and your signature. You may make
application for an absentee ballot by mail, in person, or online at www.myvote.wi.gov. Proof of
identification must be provided before an absentee ballot may be issued.

Making an application to receive an absentee ballot by mail -

The deadline for making an application to receive an absentee ballot by mail is 5:00 PM on
the fifth day before the election, THURSDAY, October 29, 2026.

NOTE: Special absentee voting application provisions apply to electors who are indefinitely
confined to home or a care facility, in the military, hospitalized, or serving as a sequestered juror. If
this applies to you, contact the municipal clerk regarding deadlines for requesting and submitting an

absentee ballot.

Voting an absentee ballot in person -

You may also request and vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s office or other specified location
during the days and hours specified for casting an absentee ballot in person:

Charlotte Nagel, City Clerk

City of Neenah

211 Walnut Street, PO Box 426
Neenah, W1 54957-0426

(920) 886-6110

October 20™ — October 30

7:30 am — 4:30 pm Mon - Thurs.
7:30 am — 4:00 pm Friday Oct. 23"
7:30 am — 5:00 pm Friday Oct. 30"

cnagel @neenahwi.gov

Ellen Skerke, Town Clerk

Town of Neenah

1600 Breezewood Lane

Neenah, WI 54956

(920) 725-0916

October 20" — October 30"

8:30 am —4:30 pm Oct. 20 - Oct. 23
8:30 am —4:30 pm Oct. 26 — Oct. 29
8:30 am —5:00 pm Oct. 30
eskerke@tn.neenah.wi.gov

Chantel Jaenke, Village Clerk
Village of Fox Crossing

2000 Municipal Drive

Neenah, WI 54956-5665

(920) 720-7103

October 20™ — October 30"

8:00 am — 4:30 pm Monday-Friday
8:00 am — 5:00 pm Friday Oct. 30th
clerk@foxcrossingwi.gov

Kelsey Faust-Kubale, Town Clerk
Town of Clayton

8348 Hickory Avenue

Larsen, W1 54947

(920) 836-2007

October 20" — October 30"
8am-2pm Thursdays

8am-12pm Fridays

Or by appointment
clerk@claytonwinnebagowi.gov

*No in-person absentee voting may occur the Monday before the election, November 2, 2026.
To find your voting municipality, contact the Municipal Clerk at the above-mentioned contact
information or at www.myvote.wi.gov. The Municipal Clerk will deliver voted ballots returned on

or before Election Day to the proper polling place or counting location before the polls close on
November 3, 2026. All absentee ballots must be received by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day, Tuesday,

November 3rd.

Publish October 9, 2026
WNAXLP

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

For Sale

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial.
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than

1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien
1-833-824-3349

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable warranty. Call
today 1-855-948-3442 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation estimate. Get
15% off your entire order. Plus, Military & Se-
niors get an additional 10% off. Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-355-6955
today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Real Estate/Rental

Must see home 1564 Plummer St., Oshkosh
renovated 2019, custom woodwork, doors,
kitchen, dry basement, spacious double
garage. Beckman Properties 920-428-9669.

Legal Notice

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT
WINNEBAGO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
NAME CHANGE OF:
Mckenzie AnnMarie Sykes
By (Petitioner) Mckenzie
AnnMarie Sykes
Notice of Name Change
Hearing
Case No. 2026CV000846

NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:

From:

First — McKenzie

Middle — AnnMarie

Last — Sykes

To:

First — McKenzie

Middle — Marie

Last — Meacham

Birth Certificate:

First — McKenzie

Middle — AnnMarie

Last — Sykes

This Petition will be heard in
the Circuit Court of Winnebago
County, State of Wisconsin:

Judge’s Name: Hon. John A.
Jorgensen

Place: 415 Jackson Street,
Room 320, Oshkosh, WI 54901
Date: October 5, 2026

Time: 9:30 a.m.

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a
disability to participate in the
court process, please call 920-
236-4866 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.

NOTICE TO NEWSPAPER
AND PETITIONER:

Notice of this hearing shall

be given by publication as a
Class 3 notice for three weeks
in a row prior to the date of the
hearing in the following news-
paper Neenah News.

BY THE COURT:

DATE SIGNED: August 31,
2026

Winnebago County Circuit
Court Judge, Branch 5
Runs: October 2, 2026,
October 9, 2026 and October
16, 2026.

WNAXLP
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THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

@% S d W Get puzzle anSV\i:!ré, recipes and more at @ Kid Scoon Together
THp— WWW.KIAdscoop.com i
> — I .com © 2026 by Vicki Whiting, Editor JeffSchlnkeIpGraphlcs Vol. 42, No. 45 Flre saiew 1' 2' 3

Here are three important fire safety rules to

% OCTOBER IS FIRE SAFETY MONTH My remember foryou and your family.
LE I S B U I LD A Go BAG ALWAYS KNOW
TWO WAYS OUT
f you had to leave home quickly in an + two pairs You should
emergency, what would you need? of socks know two ways
- underwear out of every
A go bag is abackpack filled with - hat room. And you
afew things you might need if that - tshirt need to know
happens. Making one now means - toothpaste - light jacket where your
you'll beready to grab it and go in - toothbrush * Sweatpants family will meet
an emergency. - wet wipes outside. Practice
- hand sanitizer or soap this escape plan
- small first aid kit i
Ready, Set, Go! W'tfgr):;lur
Keep your go bag somewhere y-
easy to reach. Takealook at
the items on this page that you
can put in your go bag. Isthere
anything el se you might need
or want in an emergency? - bottled water - fruit snacks HEARTHE ALARM?
. - granola bars
- flashlight GETOUT!
. / o
- extra batteries
- notepad
- pendil
- whistle — to attract help
if needed
—_—
- small blanket - afavorite stuffed toy When a smoke alarm sounds, leave
- deck of cards right away. Go outside and never go
P e T S back inside until a firefighter tells
Important , MY EMERGENCY CONTACT CARD youitis safe.
Information | Myname:
Have an adult help you TS— In case of
fill out thisemergency | Homeaddress: emergency
contact card. Cut it out, | Parent/Guardian: Phone: dial
ﬁ it in ta dZi plotzlr bag Another trusted adult: Phone: 9 1 1 FIRE IS NOT FOR
(0} | an - -
pl aceeelpt) ins'rge Out-of-area contact: Phone: KIDSTO FIGHT!
your go bag. l Family meeting place:
N R R R R R R R R R R R R R i i R i R R BRI
—————————— |
Chooseaplaceoutside @ Inanemergency, || Supply Search
your home to meetinan : wewill meetat: | | ook ihrough henewspaner . )
i Kids should never try to put out a fire.
emergency. | would be helpful following " y
an emergency. Ask afamily Get outside, tell an adult and call 911
Where will your family meet? Write it here and I | mermber to do the same. from a safe place. Have a place for your
! s | Would these be good things . :
put it on your refrigerator door. 1 for your go bag? family to meet away from your home.
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written instructons. . - Standards Link: Reading Comprehension:
Follow simple written directions.
= D:
Kid Scoop Puzzier gJ . > “““menouhle Word Search F(zg‘:_%: w“ﬁ”ﬁﬁfm Pock!
ALARM Find the words by looking up, down, backwards, Kbd sCQOP el Q ‘j
HOW Often ShO“Id you BAG forvhvardsal':dgig%onally.Then Io%kforthem in
7 2? this week’s Kid Scoop stories and activities. With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable
test your homes SmOke alarm' ggﬁ?AS\CT EBWATERPO L activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
Circle every other letter to reveal the answer. interest extra learning activities for home and school!
DIAL MLAEMHTSI I UT Get your free sample today at:
@ J @ X @ NEWAVSH Ry ey |[ESEGO IOV TC kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
MNOMNCTYHL FIRE GHKFIMKAIT (==~ Write On! &
GO ERI FZASRDN I f
HAT
AT L FeemgSae
MEET CBALARMSRC Write about who and what makes
OUTSIDE YOLTFAMI LY you fedl safe.
SOCKS — - —— Standards Link: Language Arts: Write
WATER TS Shart i Soan reading. Reeal Spaning RRGSS. descriptively using supporting details.

Proudly sponsored by

SPONSOR

KID SCOOP

BY SPONSORING KID SCOOP,
YOUR BUSINESS HELPS:

+ Promote childhood + Provide a free Neenah

literacy learning resource to
+ Support educational local children
enrichment - Demonstrate your
+ Encourage family commitment to our Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing
engagement community

Invest in local kids.
NS R 1s/A8 CONTACT US TODAY

Supporting literacy, learning and 920-486-1616
community through local journalism. www.neenahnews.com




