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By Pamela Hart
News Contributor

The buzz around town about Hallmark 
naming Neenah as a Top 25 finalist for 
their 2026 Merriest Christmas Town con-
test has an added twist. 

A book with the potential to become a 
Hallmark Christmas movie “A Very Chap-
el Falls Christmas” written by Amanda 
Lauer, a Fox Valley resident, is based on 
the charm of the city and is the perfect 
story for a Hallmark rom-com.

It all began with a common love for 
Hallmark movies between Lauer and for-
mer Mayor Jane Lang. 

Their friendship formed in 2014 when 
Lang invited Lauer to speak at the Neenah 
Historical Society about her historical fic-
tion books which have been her passion as 
a writer. They soon discovered that their 

conversations drifted from history to ro-
mantic comedy.

“She called me up on December 7 of 
2023 and wanted me to meet her at Oak 
Hill Cemetery,” Lauer said. “She said the 
Bergstrom family had refurbished the 
old chapel. We met later that day. It was a 
beautiful snowy day. I shot a bunch of pic-
tures and saw how gorgeous it was inside 
and out.” 

As they talked about the history of the 
chapel, Hallmark was brought up in the 
conversation and both women quickly 
realized that Neenah would be the per-
fect setting for one of the channel’s heart-
warming movies.

Filled with excitement about the pos-
sibility of a book about Neenah, Lang Submitted photo

Amanda Lauer wrote “A Very Chapel Falls Christmas” featuring the charm of Neenah during 
the holidays.See New book on Page 3

Neenah News

Singing in the rain
A brief downpour followed by a rainbow added to the fun Aug. 26 during the 
Future Neenah Boogie Back to School celebration in downtown Neenah. Boogie 
and the Yo-yoz had downtown Neenah rocking, the Neenah Joint School District 
brought all kinds of games and activities and the Ferris wheel was spinning.

By Matthew Hoyman
News Contributor

The Community Art Exchange was in-
stalled in late July in front of the Neenah 
Public Library offering a new way to trade 
pieces of art such as crafts, paintings, draw-
ings, necklaces and more. 

Library Adults Services Manager Meh-
ta Hess teamed up to start the project with 
local artists Signa Meyers and Stephanie 
Berton, who previously designed Curbside 
Canvas.

Meyers presented at the Neenah Arts 
Council and Hess and the library came to 
her with the idea to have something made. 
The Neenah High School woodshop de-
partment made the Curbside Canvas for 
Meyers and so they made the Art Exchange, 
too. Meyers’ husband 3D printed the logo. 
Meyers and Berton made 100 pieces of art to 
start the Community Art Exchange, already 
putting 50 of their pieces inside the box.      

The library also set up art classes for adults 
to attend for free and are designed to be fun 
and will be taught by Meyers or Berton. 

“The Community Art Exchange, along 
with the Open Art Studio and Creative 
Art Studio for Adults programs, will occur 
monthly and give adults a fabulous oppor-
tunity to create and share,” Hess said. “Cre-
ative Art Studio requires registration, while 
Open Art Studio does not require registra-
tion and will be a lot like Powered by Yarn, 
our knitting and crochet group: people are 
encouraged to bring their own projects and 

Library offers 
art supply  
exchange

See Art supplies on Page 11

New book features holiday charm based on local area
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Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Labor Day Parade 
Neenah has had a long-standing tradition of Labor Day parades. Here is the Labor Day 
parade on Sept. 7, 1987, looking east on Wisconsin Avenue in downtown Neenah. 

Neenah News

The Fox Valley Labor Day Parade and 
43rd Annual Labor Fest take place on 
Monday.

Festivities will start with a 10 a.m. parade 
from Menasha’s Curtis Reed Square through 
downtown Neenah. The parade will end at 
Church and Main streets. The lineup begins 
at 9 a.m. on Broad Street in Menasha.

Labor Fest will follow the parade from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Neenah Labor Temple, 
157 S. Green Bay Road in Neenah. 

Festival activities include traditional 
corn roast, burgers and brats, beverage 
tents and refreshments, live music, chil-
dren’s activities and entertainment, in-

door rummage sale and inside/outside 
snack stands and all-day paddle wheel 
games and raffles.

Live music will be from noon to 5 p.m. 
by the Time Machine Band. 

Admission is free to the public.
There will be Secured Donation Boxes 

for Fox Valley Tornado Relief efforts. Only 
cash and gift cards will be accepted. They 
will be located inside the Beverage Tent 
and at the Retiree’s Food Sales Counter 
inside the Labor Temple.

All cash and gift card donations will 
support established tornado recovery re-
lief programs with St. Joseph’s Food Pan-
try and Volunteer Fox Cities.

Labor Day activities include parade, festival

Saturday, Sept. 5
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park

Monday, Sept. 7
Neenah-Menasha Labor Day Parade, 

10 a.m.
Labor Fest, 11 a.m., Neenah Labor 

Temple, 157 S. Green Bay Road

Wednesday, Sept. 9
Small Steps for Brain Health, 3:30 

p.m., Valley VNA Senior Care, 1535 
Lyon Drive

Lighthouse Preservation Project 
Groundbreaking, 4:30 p.m., Kimberly 
Point Lighthouse

Thursday, Sept. 10 
Riverside Players Theatre in the Park 

presents Neil Simon’s Rumors: A Farce, 
7 p.m., Riverside Park

Friday, Sept. 11
Riverside Players Theatre in the Park 

presents Neil Simon’s Rumors: A Farce, 
7 p.m., Riverside Park

Saturday, Sept. 12
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Fox Crossing Fire Department Open 

House, 10 a.m., Station 40, 1326 Cold 
Spring Road 

Author Tammy Borden of “The Har-
vest Keeper” Meet and Greet, 10:30 
a.m., 127 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Neenah-Menasha InterTribal Pow 
Wow, 2 p.m., Shattuck Park

Riverside Players Theatre in the Park 
presents Neil Simon’s Rumors: A Farce, 
7 p.m., Riverside Park

Sunday, Sept. 13
Riverside Players Theatre in the Park 

presents Neil Simon’s Rumors: A Farce, 
7 p.m., Riverside Park

Tuesday, Sept. 15
Fox Crossing Grandparents and Me 

Craft Night, 5:30 p.m., Fox Crossing Mu-
nicipal Complex, 2000 Municipal Drive

Thursday, Sept. 17
Neenah Historical Society pres-

ents History of the Neenah-Menasha 
YMCA, 6:30 p.m., Neenah Public Li-
brary

Calendar 
of events

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH
920.751.4658 | BMMGLASS.COM

As always, admission is FREE!

Extraordinary
Glass Experiences

Visit Bergstrom-Mahler
Museum of Glass
this Summer!

Neenah News

The Riverside Players’ presentation of 
Neil Simon’s “Rumors: A Farce” — a fast-
paced, quick-witted comedy directed by 
Laura Frelich is coming up next week. 

The show features four couples that stum-
ble into an anniversary party gone hilarious-
ly wrong. With twists, misunderstandings 

and mayhem at every turn, this farce is con-
sidered the perfect night out for anyone who 
loves big laughs and sharp humor.

Showtimes are 7 p.m. Sept. 10 through 
Sept. 13 at Riverside Park. 

Ticket information can be found at 
webtrac.ci.neenah.wi.us/webtrac/web/
search.html.

Riverside Players presents ‘Rumors: A Farce’
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Perfect Pairing Starts Here

Whether you’re planning a cozy 
night in or gathering with friends, 

we’ll help you find something 
special — perfectly matched and 

beautifully curated.

From artisan cheeses to 
thoughtfully selected wine, and 

beer, The Cheese Table is creating 
pairings designed to be enjoyed 

together.

Curated pairings | Local favorites | Expert guidance

The Cheese Table
Visit us at 125 W Wisconsin Ave, Neenah 

Monday - Saturday 10AM - 6PM
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FALL IS LIVE! 
1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901
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By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Neenah’s Public Service and Safety 
Committee will consider a resolution to 
cancel the city’s contract with Flock Safe-
ty at its meeting on Tuesday.

Police Chief Aaron Olson announced at 
the committee’s Aug. 25 
meeting that he would 
recommend the city 
cancel its contract with 
the license plate reader 
technology company. 

He said that recom-
mendation will move 
through the appropri-
ate City Council pro-
cess.

“To ensure that this matter is handled 
transparently and without influencing or 
complicating the Council’s deliberations, 
I will not be accepting media interviews 
related to Flock Safety at this time,” Olson 
said Tuesday in a statement. “This deci-

sion is intended to keep the process clean, 
orderly and respectful of the Council’s 
role.”

If the Public Service and Safety Com-
mittee passes the resolution, the Neenah 
Common Council will vote on it at its 
Sept. 16 meeting.

The Neenah Police Department has 12 
Flock cameras. Under its contract, which 
expires in the fall of 2028, Neenah pays 
Flock $30,000 annually.  

Earlier this summer, dozens of city res-
idents spoke at the committee and Com-
mon Council meetings against Flock 
cameras. Most expressed concern that the 
license place reader invaded their privacy 
by tracking their movements and that the 
information it collected was not secure.

Neighboring communities Appleton, 
Oshkosh, Kaukauna and Grand Chute 
have recently ended their contracts with 
Flock cameras. Menasha Mayor Austin 
Hammond ordered Flock cameras in the 
city to be bagged as of Tuesday.

City panel to consider 
Flock contract next week shared some sweet stories from past expe-

riences in the city. 
Lauer looked at her and said, “You just 

literally gave me the outline for the book.” 
Though not her area of expertise, Lauer 

was up for the challenge to write a con-
temporary rom-com. 

Her book was published in 2024, which 
Lauer felt was a miracle that it came out 
in less than a year by a publisher who has 
published a million books. 

Fortunately, she knew the right person 
at the right time: a writer in Chicago who 
she had pitched another book to but was 
rejected. 

He writes nonfiction but the saving 
grace is he loves Hallmark Christmas 
movies. His publisher read the first three 
chapters and within three months the 
book was in print.

“It was such a neat experience and has 
really proved to be my best seller so far, be-

cause the people here are so generous and 
supportive,” Lauer said. “They’re so proud 
of their city.” 

Readers will recognize several names of 
businesses in the book, such as Red Door 
Mercantile, J. Anthony Jewelers, Canno-
va’s and Strong Chiropractic, along with 
prominent families under fictional names. 
But they know who they are.

Will “A Very Chapel Falls Christmas” be 
the next Hallmark Christmas movie based 
in our beloved city? 

“I always wanted it to be a movie, but 
who knows how to get it into the busi-
ness?” said Lauer. “I guess it’s a matter of 
knowing somebody who knows some-
body.” 

Thanks to Future Neenah, the book is 
in the hands of Hallmark executives who 
could decide that Neenah is the Merriest 
Christmas Town. 

Neenah officially is one of Hallmark’s 
Top 25 finalists for America’s Merriest 
Christmas Town. 

Voting can be done at merriestchrist-
mastownscontest.hallmarkchannel.com.

New book
from Page 1

Neenah News

The City of Neenah will officially kick 
off the Kimberly Point Lighthouse Preser-
vation Project with a groundbreaking cer-
emony from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
at the 81-year-old lighthouse.

The Neenah Parks and Recreation De-
partment will celebrate the start of the 
perseveration project and the completion 
of the project’s successful fundraising 
campaign. The event will start with a tradi-
tional groundbreaking ceremony followed 

by food, music and fun activities.
As part of the project, the Kimberly 

Point Lighthouse will have structural im-
provements completed, which are intend-
ed to extend its useful life and protect its 
integrity. The project will also repair and 
restore the lighthouse’s interior and make 
it ADA accessible.

The city set aside $575,000 for the proj-
ect, with $300,000 coming from fundrais-
ing.

Miron Construction has been selected 
as the project’s general contractor.

Lighthouse groundbreaking celebration set for Sept. 9

Olson

31197A  R6-25

Plan your 
retirement 
with purpose
Let’s connect.

James Heath
Financial Advisor
920-886-3963 

To advertise in the Neenah News, call 920-385-4512
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112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

Now accepting new clients!

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Families affected by the July 27 torna-
do will have access to $1 million in di-
rect assistance through the Community 
Response Fund within the Community 
Foundation for the Fox Valley Region.

Fund leaders have committed to raising 
another $1 million to address future direct 
assistance needs based on what nonprofits 
learn in the next weeks and months.

The fund is splitting $1 million between 
two local nonprofits, LEAVEN and People 
of Progression. Both organizations will pro-
vide direct financial assistance for families.

LEAVEN will help families with essen-
tial basic needs including housing, trans-
portation, childcare, utilities and more. 
People of Progression will help with basic 
needs and one-on-one individual support 
for those that need help navigating recov-
ery assistance.

There is no standard amount available 
to households because every family has 

been affected differently. LEAVEN and 
People of Progression officials will talk 
with individuals and families about what 
happened to their household, what they 
need help with immediately and how dif-
ficult it is for the household to recover on 
its own. Assistance will be based on the 
household’s current needs, not the total 
volume of what was damaged or lost.

Both organizations use the same guide-
lines to determine how much assistance a 
household may receive. Families can work 
with either organization.

LEAVEN can be reached through its 
website at leavenfoxcities.org or 920-
738-9635. People of Progression can be 
reached at peopleofprogression.com or 
920-815-9487.

The Community Response Fund is 
managed by the Community Foundation 
for the Fox Valley Region, and the tornado 
relief and recovery is in collaboration with 
United Way Fox Cities and the Oshkosh 
Area Community Foundation.

Fund to hand out $1M to tornado victims

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

The July 27 tornado caused nearly $13.3 
million in damage, according to Gov. 
Tony Evers’ official aid request to the fed-
eral government.

Evers sent in a formal request Aug. 26 to 
President Donald Trump asking for disas-
ter declaration assistance.

“The combination of powerful winds 
and a strong EF3 tornado caused exten-
sive damage across multiple counties, 
leaving families without homes and busi-
nesses unable to operate,” Evers wrote.

Evers’ letter covers Outagamie and Win-
nebago counties where the tornado hit as 
well as Forest and Vilas counties, which 
also experienced storm damage on July 27. 

A total of 2,346 residential structures 
were reviewed.

In the four counties:
• 84 structures were destroyed
• 412 structures had major damage
• 1,331 structures had minor damage
• 519 structures others were affected
The total structure damage cost was es-

timated at $8.2 million.
In Menasha, 663 homes were dam-

aged, 140 of which were hit hard enough 
to be deemed unsafe. Three single-family 
homes were destroyed in Fox Crossing 
while 79 suffered major damage, 261 suf-
fered minor damage and another 25 struc-
tures listed as “affected.”

In Outagamie and Winnebago counties, 
an estimated $13,861,378.38 was report-
ed in public sector damage. The damage in 
private and public sector in just Winnebago 
County totaled $13.3 million.

In his letter, Evers pointed out that Win-
nebago County was impacted by severe 
flooding in April. 

“The same governmental personnel, 
emergency-management systems, public 
works resources, community organiza-
tions, equipment and financial reserves 
are now being called upon to respond to 
a second major disaster in a short period,” 
Evers said in the letter. “This cumulative 
burden has significantly reduced the com-
munities’ ability to finance and manage 
recovery through ordinary means.”

July tornado caused $13.3M in damage

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

It’s been a busy year for the Winnebago 
County Emergency Management.

The department led the response to 
three major weather events this year — 
the mid-March snowstorm that dumped 
more than two feet of snow on the coun-
ty, the April flooding of the Wolf River 
and the July 27 EF-3 tornado that struck 
northern Winnebago County. 

Emergency Management Director Eric 
Rasmussen discussed what the county did 
in each disaster during Tuesday’s County 
Board of Supervisors special orders meet-

ing. The presentation from Rasmussen, 
who spoke for about 90 minutes, was the 
agenda’s main item.

“Emergency managers are the first re-
sponders. Although we’re not physically 
entering a burning structure, we are acti-
vated at the start of the incident and are 
integral to the immediate response frame-
work,” Rasmussen said.

Emergency Management provides struc-
ture when an incident occurs, he added. 
For example, when the tornado happened, 
the county opened an emergency opera-
tions center, which became a central point 
where different agencies, such as the cities 

Emergency Management shares storm update with Board
of Neenah and Menasha, the village of Fox 
Crossing, law enforcement, different Win-
nebago County departments, such as Sol-
id Waste Management and Planning and 
Zoning, gathered, shared information and 
plotted plans going forward.

Communication with the public was 
a big part of the tornado response, Ras-
mussen said. The county used social me-
dia to share information about the initial 
boil water order, where tornado victims 
could go for emergency supplies, how 
people could help and more. The county 
also launched a website with information, 
which had 30,000 hits.

“One struggle we had was the lack of 
power and internet so we came up with 
the idea of putting up sign boards to com-
municate with those who couldn’t see 
what we were posting online,” Rasmussen 
said, adding it was a struggle to find trans-
lators so information could be shared with 
non-English speakers.

GIS mapping played an essential role after 
the tornado since it allowed the county and 
other partners to determine road closures, 
damage assessments and locations where to 
hand out resources, Rasmussen said.

Rasmussen said the county met the cri-

teria for the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to receive a federal disaster 
declaration for the tornado, but that does 
not mean an order will be declared.

As for what’s next, he said the county fac-
es a long-term recovery, which will be led 
by the Winnebago County Community 
Organizations Active in Disaster (COAD). 
The virtual Multi-Agency Resource Center 
(MARC) will continue, and organizations 
will continue to help those dealing with the 
emotional impacts of the storm.

Flooding update: The April floods re-
ceived FEMA federal disaster declaration, 
Rasmussen said. He said it was a long pro-
cess, with the funds finally released in July. 
In Winnebago County, there were 127 
valid registrations and 122 inspections 
were completed. A total of $555,979 was 
awarded, with an average of $4,378.

The Town of Wolf River was the only 
county municipality to qualify for funds 
from the Wisconsin Disaster Fund.

The emergency government manage-
ment department has three employees — 
an increase of .5 over 2025.

“We have an incredibly talented staff, 
and that third full-time position has made 
a big difference for us,” Rasmussen said.

CARPET • VINYL • HARDWOOD
LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILE

ONE RESORT. SO MANY 
REASONS TO GATHER.
The Fox Cities’ only resort—where you can 
gather, meet, celebrate and relax, all in one 
beautiful campus.

From staycations 
and weddings 
to corporate 
events, galas 
and fundraisers, 

Bridgewood Resort 
brings everything 
together in one 
convenient 
destination.

1000 CAMERON WAY, NEENAH, WI                           www.BWNeenah.com



 neenahnews.com x Page 5September 4, 2026

Sponsored by:



Page 6 x neenahnews.com September 4, 2026

RSVP FOR AN UPCOMING INFORMATION SESSION.
EvergreenFoxCrossing.com | 920-450-2524

EXCITEMENT IS BUILDING

Be ready when reservations open.

Position yourself at the 
front of the line.

Discover what’s ahead for 
Evergreen Fox Crossing and 
learn how Priority Program 

Membership keeps you 
informed and connected as 

plans progress.

NEENAH 
Monday, Aug. 31 at 10:00 a.m. 

OR 2:00 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18 at 10:00 a.m. 

OR 2:00 p.m.
DoubleTree by Hilton Neenah
123 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah

Attend a Session at Your Convenience:
OSHKOSH 

Thursday, Aug. 27 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 1:00 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28 at 10:00 a.m. 

Evergreen Worship & 
Performing Arts Center 

1130 North Westfield Street, Oshkosh

Photo from St. Mary Catholic Schools

School year starts
Students were welcomed back Aug. 25 for the start of the St. Mary Catholic Schools 
school year. Students spent the week meeting their teachers, learning their schedules 
and exploring their classrooms, among other activities.

Neenah News

League of Women Voters of Winnebago 
County is hosting a candidate forum for 
Assembly District 53.

The forum will take place at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday in the City of Neenah Council 
Chambers, 211 Walnut St. The 53rd As-
sembly District includes the City of Neen-
ah, most of Menasha, Fox Crossing east of 
the lake and part of Appleton’s south side.

The three candidates hoping to take the 
seat currently held by Dean Kaufert, who 
is not running for reelection, have all been 
invited, and include David Daniels (Re-
publican), Rachael Dowling (Indepen-

dent) and Becky Nichols (Democrat). 
Candidates will address questions 

submitted by the audience or emailed to 
League of Women Voters of Winnebago 
County (wclwvinfo@gmail.com). The 
League reserves the right to select ques-
tions and edit them for clarity and brevity.

The League of Women Voters is a non-
partisan organization that neither sup-
ports nor opposes any candidate or po-
litical party. Its mission is to ensure that 
everyone eligible to vote is both registered 
and informed on the issues and candi-
dates.

For additional information please see 
LWV of Winnebago County website.

League of Women Voters hosting candidate forum

Building on strong foundation is dis-
trict’s main goal for new school year

As summer wraps and our halls fill with 
energy once again, I want to welcome our 
students, families and staff to a brand-new 
school year. There’s nothing quite like the 
excitement of these first few weeks, and I 
am thrilled for what lies ahead.

Our main goal this year is simple: keep 
building on the strong foundation we’ve 
set over the last two years. 

We’ve been working hard to make 
sure we operate as one connected school 
district rather than a group of individual 
schools working in isolation. By creating 
more consistency across all our buildings, 
we ensure that every student in Neen-
ah receives the exact same high level of 
support and learning opportunities, no 
matter which school they attend.

To stay on this path, we are entering the 
second year of implementing Continuous 
School Improvement Process (CSIP) 
plans in every building. These plans 
are our practical guides for improving 
learning and building strong, supportive 
school cultures every day. 

At the same time, we will continue to 
ground our work in our broader NJSD 
Plan for Success by maintaining a dis-
trictwide focus on engagement, collab-
oration, well-being, responsibility and 
student success.

We also have a big update for our 

Dr. Steve  
Harrison
NJSD Superintendent

New school year chance 
to build on foundation

elementary schools. Following a detailed 
review of our English Language Arts 
(ELA) program last year, we’re introduc-
ing updated instructional materials for 
grades 5K through 5. 

These new resources align with the 
Science of Reading, giving our teachers 
fantastic, research-backed tools to help 
our young students become confident 
readers and writers.

Finally, a school district is only as 
strong as its connection to the commu-
nity. To keep our doors and lines of com-
munication wide open, I will be hosting 
several community listening sessions 
throughout the school year. 

These casual get-togethers will give par-
ents, neighbors and community members 
a chance to ask questions, share feedback 
and chat about our district’s future. Keep 
an eye on our district website for upcom-
ing dates and locations.

Thank you for your ongoing partner-
ship and support. Together, let’s make 
this an incredible school year for Neen-
ah’s kids.

Neenah News

The Greater Fox Cities Habitat for Hu-
manity launched a program this week to 
help 100 families affected by the July 27 
tornado get back in their homes by Dec. 15.

The Tornado Rock the Block 100 proj-
ect will focus on replacing roofs, windows, 
doors and exterior damage to homes. 
Contractors will be brought in to com-
plete the work.

Habitat for Humanity will help families 
who make up to 120% of the area’s median 
income or $133,800 for a family of four. 

Help will be available to uninsured and 
underinsured homeowners.

Residents of Menasha, Neenah, Fox 
Crossing and Appleton with significant 
tornado damage will be able to apply for 
the assistance.

No interest is paid on the funds paid for 
the projects and people do not need to pay 
anything back until they sell their home or 
move out. Support is available on a first-
come, first serve basis.

To sign up for the program, visit fox-
citieshabitat.org/tornadorecovery.

Habitat for Humanity launches program 
to repair homes damaged by storms

Neenah News

On the second day of the school year, 
Neenah High School went into a brief 
lockdown on Wednesday morning.

“Neenah High School was placed in a 
secure school this morning due to a staff 

member inadvertently activating the noti-
fication system,” a message to district fami-
lies said. “The Fox Crossing Police immedi-
ately responded and determined the school 
is safe. Police officers notified students and 
staff in each individual classroom through-
out the building that all is safe.”

High school goes on lockdown inadvertently
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PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

WrightwayBuilt.com  |  920-232-5600

1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh, WI

ON YOUR NEXT ABC SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING PROJECT

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  | 920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI
*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $2500 on complete ABC Seamless steel siding project over 

1,200 sq ft. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 
prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

VISIT OUR OSHKOSH 
SHOWROOM

EST

1977

Monday
8 AM-11 AM

Tuesday
9 AM-1 PM

Wednesday
10 AM-3 PM

Thursday
12 PM-4 PM

AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

FINANCING 
OPTIONS

3 Easy Payment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years
6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

Windows worth
talking about

$250 per Window
$750 per Patio Door

EXPIRES 09/30/2026

NOW HIRING SIDING INSTALLERS

We live in your community. Kessler Fahrenkrug Funeral Home is 
more than a funeral provider—we’re your neighbors, offering grief 
resources, local partnerships, and unwavering support to help you 
through life’s toughest moments.  Give us a call to learn how we can 
support your family.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, WI 54956            
920 722 6464  |  kesslerfh.com

Serving  
Neenah families 
since 1886

Neenah News

State prosecutors are pushing back 
against a convicted drunk driver’s recent 
appeal in a Waupaca County case that re-
sulted in the death of four siblings in 2023.

Scott Farmer of 
Neenah has filed an ap-
peal in the case where 
he was found guilty 
of four counts of ho-
micide by intoxicated 
use of vehicle and an 
operating while intox-
icated – fifth offense. 
He pled no contest to 
the charges in August 
2024.

Farmer was sentenced to 37 years in 
state prison in September 2024 and is cur-
rently serving that sentence at the Dodge 
Correctional Institute.

Farmer filed his appeal earlier this year 
claiming that a judge did not physically 
sign a warrant for a blood draw after the 
crash. Prosecutors argue that the appeal 
should not be heard.

“The record is utterly devoid of evidence 
suggesting the warrant-issuing judge ne-
fariously doctored the deputy’s affidavit 
to make it appear as though he swore to 
the document’s content before the war-
rant was issued when that wasn’t true,” 
Waupaca District Attorney Kat Turner 
said in an Aug. 28 filing.

The case received attention from all 
over the state as four people were killed. 
On Dec. 16, 2023, Farmer turned his vehi-
cle into oncoming traffic on U.S. Highway 
10 just south of Weyauwega and crashed 
into an SUV, killing Weyauwega residents 
Daniel Gonzalez, 25, his brother Fabi-
an Gonzalez, 23, and their sisters, Lilian 
Gonzalez, 14, and Daniela Gonzalez, 9.

Court records state Farmer was heavily 
intoxicated and had an open bottle of vod-
ka in his vehicle.

He is being represented by the state 
public defender’s office attorneys Nicho-
las Smith and Devon Lee. Online records 
show both attorneys joined the case a year 
after the sentencing hearing.

Smith and Lee argue that the judge did 

State prosecutors push back against Farmer appeal
not sign the warrant for a blood draw and 
instead the judge directed a sheriff ’s depu-
ty to sign the judge’s name on the warrant.

Farmer’s attorneys cite Wisconsin law 
that states a search warrant needs to be 
signed by a judge and requires the judge 
to “immediately sign the original warrant 
and enter on the face of the original war-
rant the exact time when the warrant was 
ordered to be issued.”

They argued this never happened and 
therefore the blood draw was warrantless. 
The Wisconsin State Crime Lab reported 
that Farmer’s blood-alcohol content from 
the blood draw was 0.346, which is four 
times the legal limit.

Turner stated Farmer’s appeal makes no 
sense.

“Finally, as a practical matter, Farmer’s 

argument makes no logical sense,” Turn-
er stated. “He insists that dating a notary 
jurat is vital because it is the only way a 
reviewing court can ascertain whether the 
search was conducted pursuant to a val-
id warrant. But dating a notary jurat still 
would not confirm whether the officer 
swore to the facts in his affidavit before or 
after the search warrant was authorized.”

Turner added Farmer’s counsel at tri-
al did not error by not making a motion 
to suppress the blood draw evidence and 
called the idea “meritless.”

Online court records show Waupaca 
Circuit Court Judge Diane Meulemans has 
until Dec. 28 to decide if Farmer’s postcon-
viction motion will be moving forward. If 
the appeal moves forward, it will likely be 
heard by a three-judge appeals panel.

Farmer

Neenah News 

Independent Winnebago County Sher-
iff ’s candidate Dani Falesnik of Neenah 
withdrew from the race Sunday prior to a 
scheduled candidate’s forum.

Falesnik cited concerns about splitting 
the progressive vote.

“This campaign was never about a title,” 
Falesnik said. “It was about proving that 
the office of sheriff belongs to the peo-
ple — and that a woman, a therapist, a 
non-officer has every right to run it.”

Falesnik is a Licensed Professional 
Counselor with 15 years of experience in 
mental health and human services.

The candidates vying for the position 
Jason Rippl (Democrat) and Darin Rice 
(Republican) were expected to partici-
pate in a candidate’s forum Wednesday 
in Oshkosh sponsored by the League of 
Women’s Voters of Winnebago County 
and co-produced by the City of Oshkosh. 
Sheriff John Matz has announced plans to 
retire.

The election is Nov. 3. 

Independent sheriff ’s candidate withdraws from race
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Call or text 920-517-0070
Book at www.anewu.net 

1576 Lyons Dr., inside Glow Studio

SEP 19
OF MAGIC AND 
ENCHANTMENT

 MICHAEL MIZRAHI
 piano

ALEXANDER DROSSART  
Rosabelle Believe 
[world premiere] 
FLORENCE PRICE  
Andante moderato
MAURICE RAVEL
Ma mère l'Oye Suite, M. 60  
(Mother Goose Suite)
LUDWIG VAN  
BEETHOVEN
Piano Concerto No. 5  
in E-flat Major, Op. 73

foxvalleysymphony.com
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Hoelzel proving to be force at net for Neenah
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

There are generally two distinct skills 
for volleyball players who hold down the 
middle position at the net. 

Although needing to be proficient in 
both hitting and blocking, players will of-
ten lean to having a strength in one area or 
the other.

Neenah’s Paige Hoelzel believes she is a 
blocker. 

“I like to say I’m a middle blocker who 
also hits,” Hoelzel said at a practice earlier 
this week. “I love blocking. It’s my favorite 
thing to do. It brings a different part of vol-
leyball to the game.”

And as much as a thunderous spike 
resonates around a packed gymnasium, 
smothering one of those attempted kills 
can be just as tide-turning. 

“I definitely think it changes the mo-
mentum of the game when a big stuff 
block happens,” Hoelzel said. “The crowd 
just goes off and the bench is doing its 
thing having fun. It’s just so exciting.” 

Hoelzel has been making life miserable 
for opposing hitters the last two seasons 
since joining the Rockets’ varsity squad as 
a sophomore. 

She finished her first season on varsi-
ty with a team-leading 90 blocks, while 
also chipping in with 118 kills. Hoelzel 
improved in both categories last season, 
leading the team with 97 blocks – nearly 
double of any other Rocket player – while 
also notching 130 kills in earning first-
team all-Fox Valley Association honors. 

“I definitely started feeling more confi-
dent in my abilities freshman year and into 
sophomore year,” Hoelzel said. “It was 
tough (playing varsity as a sophomore) 
but I really wanted to do my best and play 
at the highest level so I worked really hard 
to where I am today.”

As much as Hoelzel relies on her 6-foot, 
2-inch frame to be a smothering blocker 
at the net, she also has the experience to 
understand how opponents are attacking 
and where the opportunities will come. 

“I’m watching where the pass is and if 
its on the net, then I’m ready for the mid-
dle to get set,” Hoelzel said. “I’m watching 

Neenah News

Neenah senior Paige Hoelzel is entering her third season playing at the varsity level for the Rockets and is a returning first-team all-Fox Valley 
Association selection as a middle blocker. 

ball, setter and once I know who it’s going 
to, I’m on them.”

And when an over-pass from the oppos-
ing team is floating its way to the net? 

Well, there’s nothing better than blow-
ing out the candles, so to speak.

“A birthday cake ball. That’s my favorite. 
I’m always excited for a birthday cake ball,” 
Hoelzel said. “You have no one against 
you and it’s ‘Boom.’”

Hoelzel was a bit of a late arrival to the 
sport of volleyball, having not started 
playing competitively until seventh grade. 

Before that point, she had played bas-
ketball but didn’t feel a real connection to 
the sport. 

“I didn’t really enjoy it but I still wanted 

to play a sport so I tried out for volleyball. 
I immediately fell in love with it,” Hoelzel 
said. “I’ve always played middle ever since 
I first started. They were like you are tall, 
we are putting you right in the middle. I’ve 
stuck with it and I love it.”

Hoelzel has already committed to attend 
and continue her volleyball career at NCAA 
Division II Southwest Minnesota State next 
fall and will be playing in one of the top Di-
vision II conferences in the nation. 

She is excited about the opportunity to 
play at the collegiate level but knows it will 
be a big step up.

“I’m really excited for it,” Hoelzel said. 
“I’ve met the whole team already and my 
coaches and I’m really excited for what’s 
after high school.”

Before Hoelzel officially joins the Mus-
tangs, she does have her senior season to 
get through at Neenah and believes it will 
be a special one. 

With a veteran lineup and plenty of tal-
ent on the Rockets’ side of the net, Hoe-

lzel believes this group has the chance to 
do something special. 

“I have a good feeling about this year. 
We flow together perfectly as a team. Ev-
eryone knows what they are going to do 
and we can execute everything,” Hoelzel 
said. “We feel when we play higher com-
petition we play better because we really 
want to win. It brings a very competitive 
side out of us.”

And that has the Rockets thinking 
about a possible trip to the Resch Center 
in November, ending their season at the 
state tournament. 

“I definitely think about that all of the 
time,” Hoelzel said. “I really want to make 
it to state.  As a team we talk about that we 
have the opportunity to make it far so we 
want to use that and go far.”

Whenever Neenah’s season comes to 
a close, Hoelzel knows it will be difficult 
peeling off that Rockets jersey for the final 
time. 

“It’s going to be a sad moment because 
I love this team a lot. I’ve had a lot of great 
experiences and it changed me as a per-
son,” Hoelzel said. “(Volleyball) made me 
more confident in myself and made me a 
leader. I was very quiet when I first was 
on the team as a sophomore. Over time, 
I’ve just become incredibly confident in 
my abilities both on and off the court. It’s 
taught me a lot of life skills.”
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COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

• Classic car repair
• Custom exhaust
• Alignments
• Air conditioning

103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair
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103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair

• Alignments
• Air Conditioning
• Custom exhaust
• Classic car repair

Prep roundup Zephyrs ride big victory 
into conference schedule
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Now things get serious for the St. Mary 
Catholic football team. 

Following last week’s 44-8 dominant 
win over Manawa to even their record this 
season at 1-1, the Zephyrs will head into 
Eastern Wisconsin Conference play with a 
trip to Two Rivers on 
Friday. 

With the start of the 
league season – and the 
official beginning of the 
push for a return to the 
WIAA playoffs – there 
was a different feeling 
around practice this 
week as the team pre-
pared for the Raiders. 

“I think going into 
conference changes the 
whole energy,” said ju-
nior linebacker George 
Voss. “Before it was al-
most like a prep game. 
It still mattered but now 
we get into conference 
play and 	we really want 
to win conference.” 

Voss had a big game 
in leading the Zephyrs past the Wolves, 
leading the team with six tackles while hav-
ing a hand in all three turnovers that the de-
fense forced. 

He intercepted a pass, recovered a fum-
ble and also forced a fumble that was recov-
ered by Finnley McClone. 

“It’s a huge energy-giver when you can 
(get a turnover),” Voss said. “It gives the 
offense a boost and really brings the whole 
team up. You can get hyped up with every-
body.”

After losing the turnover battle in the 
season-opening loss, head coach Rob Det-
terman was pleased to see his squad come 
back strong last Friday. 

“Week one we were on the minus side of 

the turnover equation and getting into the 
positive side is where we want to be every 
week,” Detterman said. “The defense was 
outstanding from play one. We were aggres-
sive and got them off the field constantly.”

Detterman said the defense got a taste of 
what they will see from the Raiders in last 
Friday’s contest.

Both teams like to throw the ball more 
than run and Two Rivers will likely have a 
lot of the same looks the Zephyrs saw from 
Manawa. 

“They are very similar to Manawa. It was 
kind of like a prep week for us,” Detterman 
said. “(Two Rivers’) quarterback is a little 
more athletic and throws the ball a little bit 
better, so it is going to be a step up.”

The Raiders have Easton Carriveau un-
der center and the sophomore has thrown 
for nearly 400 yards and four touchdowns, 
while leading the Raiders to 50 points in 
the first two weeks. 

Senior Ben Klein is the leading receiver 
for Two Rivers, while four different players 
have caught touchdown passes from Car-
riveau.

“A lot of teams in the conference run a 
lot, but Two Rivers passes more than most 
teams we see so our DBs and our cover-
ages have to work pretty hard,” Voss said. 
“The whole team had a great game (against 
Manawa). We played together way better 
than the week before. I think it’s important 
to look at that and take it to Two Rivers.”

St. Mary Catholic’s offense also stepped 
up its play in the win over Manawa led by 
quarterback Tarver Trinkner. The senior 
connected on 10-of-15 passes for 150 yards 
and threw touchdowns to three different re-
ceivers in the win. 

He also led the team with 64 yards rush-
ing and two touchdowns.

“It felt good to execute. We really didn’t 
execute the first week like we know we 
could,” Trinkner said. “No turnovers, de-

Trinkner

Voss

See Zephyr football on Page 11

FOOTBALL

Rockets come up short 
against Warhawks

Neenah ran into top-ranked and de-
fending state champion Arrowhead last 
Friday and suffered a 35-7 loss in the final 
tune-up before the start of the Fox Valley 
Association schedule. 

The game was tied at seven at halftime 
before the Warhawks scored 28 points in 
the second half to pull away for the win. 

It was the third straight week the Rock-
ets had faced a state championship final-
ist, having matched up against Bay Port in 
a preseason scrimmage before falling to 
Green Bay Notre Dame in the opener. 

It is the first time that Neenah has start-
ed a season 0-2 in a non-COVID affected 
year since 2012.

The Rockets were slated to open FVA 
play against Appleton East on Thursday at 
Rocket Stadium. Results of the game were 
not available for this edition.
SOCCER

Rockets rally to earn  
tie with Polar Bears

Neenah scored twice in the final eight 
minutes to earn a 3-3 tie with Hortonville 
in the team’s Fox Valley Association open-
er on Tuesday night. 

Tyler Geschrei scored in the 73rd min-
ute to bring the Rockets within a goal 
before Ian Baetke notched the tying tally 
with two minutes left in the match. Baetke 
also scored Neenah’s first goal in the first 
half, while Kolton Fleege assisted on both 
Baetke’s goals. 

Oliver Peterka finished with five saves 
in goal. 

Last week, the Rockets picked up a pair 
of nonconference wins, beating Bay Port 
3-2 and collecting a 2-1 win over DC Ev-
erest. 

Fleege had a pair of goals and Hunter 
Brown also scored in the win over the Pi-
rates, with Brown, Jordy Banda and Evan 
Glennon notching assists. Fleege and 
Baetke scored against DC Everest, with 
Brown picking up an assist.

Peterka was in goal for both wins total-
ing nine saves in the two matches.

Second-half surge  
lifts Zephyrs to win

St. Mary Catholic broke a halftime tie 
with a pair of second half goals to earn a 
3-1 win over Cedar Grove-Belgium in a 
Big East/EWC road match on Tuesday. 

Rhett Probst, Nathan Jensen and John-
Paul Foord scored for the Zephyrs, with 

Jensen, Bryce Heimann and Aiden Tines 
adding assists. 

The Zephyrs suffered a hard-fought 1-0 
loss to New Holstein/Brillion last week to 
open the conference schedule. 
GOLF

Oitzinger leads Rockets 
in win over Terrors

Adrianne Oitzinger shot a 45 to earn 
medalist honors as Neenah toppled Ap-
pleton West in a Fox Valley Association 
dual meet at Ridgeway Country Club. 

The Rockets registered the five lowest 
scored on the day to beat the Terrors, 184-
236. 

Alex Guden and Lillian Quella added 
rounds of 46, while Paige Keck chipped 
in a 47. 

Neenah fell short of powerhouse Kau-
kauna on Monday at Countryside Golf 
Course as the Ghosts picked up a 160-205 
win over the Rockets. 

Quella had the low round of the day for 
Neenah with a 48, followed by Keck with 
a 51, Guden with a 52 and Leah Milske 
with a 54.

Quella also led Neenah in a dual meet 
against Oshkosh North at Westhaven Golf 
Course. 

The senior shot a 44 as the Rockets 
carded a team score of 189. Oitzinger add-
ed a 45, followed by Guden with a 49 and 
Keck with a 51. 
TENNIS

Zephyrs knock off  
Plymouth in dual meet

St. Mary Catholic swept all three dou-
bles matches in collecting a 6-1 win over 
Plymouth on Tuesday. 

Faith Bergstrom and Laney Schmidt at 
the No. 3 doubles flight highlighted the 
sweep by bouncing back from a first-set 
loss to claim a 6-7, 7-5, 10-3 win. Halle 
Janssen and ella Chier at the No. 1 flight 
and Scarlett Bergstrom and Kieran Berg-
strom at the No. 2 flight each posted 
straight-set wins. 

Vivie Auth posted a 6-0, 6-0 win at No. 
1 singles while Nadia Alexander at No. 2 
singles and Norah Wroblewski at No. 4 
singles each dropped only one game in 
their wins. 

St. Mary Catholic also picked up a 5-2 
win over Roncalli/Two Rivers last week. 

Auth and Alexander picked up wins 
at the top-two singles flight – with Alex-
ander pulling out a three-set victory. All 
three doubles pairings won in straight sets 
and dropped a combined nine games in 

See Prep roundup on Page 10

• New & Used Units In Stock
• Sales
• Service
• Repairs
• We Repair All Makes & Models
• Free Setup & Delivery on All New Units
• Pickup & Delivery Available for Repairs

(920)486-1231 | 1314 S COMMERCIAL ST. NEENAH

DB’S POWER CENTER
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BUSINESSS C SS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

          Reach 22,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $24/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
   advertise@neenahnews.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, LLC

Licensed/Insured

Mike Gauger
ISA Certified Arborist (R)

WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Pruning – Removal
Stump Grinding

Commercial Snow Removal

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work
Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial
920-830-3788

www.areawaterproofing.com

We’re Ready To 
Help 24/7

920-260-6660 
911restorationoshkosh.com

The blueprint for your “Fresh Start” 
is just a phone call away. 

RESTORATION SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Greg Wisnefske
40 years of experience

C: 920.500.0731 | H: 920.836.3086 
gwisnefske7779@gmail.com
7779 Oakwood Ave, Neenah

• Decks
• Flooring
• Windows
• Interior Painting
• Remodeling
• and much more!

LAWN EQUIPMENT

DB’S
POWER CENTER

– Sales & Service
– Pickup & Delivery

– Repairs of all makes
– STIHL & Husqvarna brands

PROUDLY SERVING 
NEENAH SINCE 2016

920.486.1231
1314 S. COMMERCIAL ST.

PROPERTY SERVICES

We are 
YOUR Local 

‘Ink Link’ 
for ALL 

Print Projects!

• Holiday Cards
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• Graduation Cards
• Copies, Brochures
• Flyers, Posters
• & MORE!

920-582-4541920-582-4541
908 E Main • Winneconne908 E Main • Winneconne
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.commaekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

Standard & Custom Designs

EXTERIOR CONTRACTOR

Siding-Vinyl and LP Smartside
Windows/Doors-Pella and Provia

Roofing-50 year GAF Warranty
Gutters and Leaf Protection
Soffit, Fascia, and Repairs

Insurance Claims

Call Neenah Resident Mike at
920-417-8199

RidgeTopExteriors.com
SINCE 2002 WITH MANY 5 STAR REVIEWS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

REAL ESTATE

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

BRIDGE REALTY
PARTNERS

Broker/Owner, REALTOR®

COLIN
DANIELS

CALL TODAY!

920.574.0619
colin@colindaniels.com

C O L I N D A N I E L S . C O M

HANDYMAN / HOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICES

REAL ESTATE
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Put Your Business Where 
the Community Looks. 
Advertise weekly in the Business Service Directory in the Oshkosh 
Herald, Neenah News and Winneconne News and reach 90,000+ 
local readers. 

Affordable visibility for less than $65 per week.
Call 920-385-4512 today to learn more.

the three matches. 

Rockets open FVA  
slate win easy win

Neenah dominated Appleton West in 
earning a 7-0 victory in the Fox Valley As-
sociation opener last week. 

The Rockets’ trio of doubles teams lost 
only one game combined in the dual meet 
as Rebekah Thomas and Sydney Michalk-
iewicz at the No. 1 flight, Ella Motto and 
Evelyn Buss at the No. 2 flight and JB Ken-
nedy and Mollie Van Dyke at No. 3 dou-
bles each posted easy wins. 

Megan Slabbert highlighted the sweep 
of the singles matches for Neenah by earn-
ing a 6-0, 6-0 win at the No. 4 flight. Ce-
lia Gentile, Ellie Grace Zicklert and Page 
Vickman won the other singles matches 
for the Rockets, all in straight sets. 

Also last week, the team finished off the 
Brookfield Central Invitational by going 

1-1 with a 4-3 win over Homestead and a 
5-2 loss to Brookfield East. 

Zickler at No. 3 singles and Vickman at 
No. 4 singles posted wins against Brook-
field East while the doubles pairings of 
Motto and Buss and Kennedy and Van 
Dyke also earned wins. 

In the loss to Brookfield East, Gentile 
earned a win at No. 1 singles, while Ken-
nedy and Van Dyke also won at No. 3 dou-
bles.
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Zephyrs take title  
at Omro Invite

St. Mary Catholic finished 5-0 without 
dropping a set to take the title at the Omro 
Invitational on Saturday. 

The Zephyrs dispatched Shawano, Wau-
toma and Westfield in pool play before 
topping Wild Rose. In the title match, St. 
Mary Catholic beat Shawano for a second 
time, 25-17, 25-18. 

Luci Nackers finished 20 kills, 5 digs 
and nine aces, while Autumn Crowe add-

ed 19 kills and 20 digs. Emily Weiss fin-
ished with team-highs in assists (59) and 
aces (17) with Bitsy McCauley posting a 
team-best 21 digs. 

The Zephyrs opened their season by go-
ing 3-0 at a home quadrangular last week 
sweeping matches from Amherst, Ran-
dom Lake and West Bend East. 

Crowe finished with 15 kills, followed 
by Nackers with 12 kills, while Adele 
Brennan added 11 kills and 27 assists. 
Weiss led the team with 33 assists, while 
McCauley tallied 18 digs.

Rockets shine at  
Joust Invitational

Neenah finished 5-2 at the talent-rich 
Joust Invitational at UW-Stout over the 
weekend, posting wins over Catholic Me-
morial, Slinger, Oak Creek Cedarburg and 
Xavier. 

The Rockets dropped matches to Ham-
ilton and Wisconsin Lutheran. 

Brielle Brown and Lily Ronjue each tal-
lied 48 kills over the course of the tourna-
ment, with Brown posted an impressive 

15 kills in the win over Slinger. Paige Hoe-
lzel added 27 kills and Elaina Kramer had 
23.

Finley Kelley and Sena Messner led the 
team with 85 and 75 assists, respectively.

On defense, Aubrey Lindgren posted 
87 digs to lead the Rockets, while Brown 
finishing with 43 and Romjue totaling 40. 
BOYS VOLLEYBALL

Neenah rolls past Polar 
Bears in FVA opener

Sam Keepers racked up nearly half of 
Neenah’s kills to lead the Rockets to a 25-
13, 25-17, 25-16 win over Hortonville in 
the team’s FVA opener on Tuesday. 

Keepers finished with 16 kills in the 
match as the Rockets totaled 35 as a team. 
Xander Reddick had the next highest total 
with five.

Levi Steckling totaled six aces to lead 
the team, while also leading the squad 
with 16 digs. 

Prep roundup
from Page 9

See Prep roundup on Page 11
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

YOU CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

You’re invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

All are welcome!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community withWe are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. 

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! 

Check us out atCheck us out at
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha1366 Appleton Road in Menasha

 Proclaiming the Gospel
 Strengthening Believers
 Serving Others
 Supporting Neenah Lutheran School – 3K to 8

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

Worship Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am

  436 S. Lake St.
  Neenah, WI  54956
  (920) 725-1330

www.martinlutherneenah.org

WELS

SERVICE TIMES:
SATURDAYS @ 5PM, SUNDAYS @ 9AM

1228 S. PARK AVE. NEENAH, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510   |   WWW.PEACENEENAH.COMREACHING OUT.    SERVING JESUS.    CELEBRATING HIS LOVE.

Divine 
Services:

Sunday morning 9:00 a.m.
Monday evening 6:30 p.m.

Ask me about Grace!

www.facebook.com/grace.neenah

1390 Breezewood Lane, Neenah, WI  54956
920-722-5550  |  www.graceneenah.com

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 

1-855-943-6279

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-920-3533

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

FOR SALE: 2012 white Toyota Corolla LE, Like 
new-Mint condition, AZ car, never seen road 
salt, 67M, tinted windows, interior like new, 

$13,000. Call 920-215-6865

For Sale

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad
Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  

Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds

supplies, and create in good company.”
Berton hopes classes at the library will 

provide an artistic outlet for adults in the 
community to share.  

“If people choose to put their creations in 
the Community Art Exchange, the joy of art 
will continue to spread,” Berton said. 

After the tornado, the library offered 
outlets for charging, wi-fi access and free 
lunches for all ages, Hess said. The new 
exchange can help add a way to decompress 
during a stressful time for the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

“Creating art promotes positive mental 
health, and sharing art can spread happi-
ness,” Hess said. “Our communities have 
been through so much, and we hope the 
Community Art Exchange can help bring a 
little joy to everyone.”  

Meyers’ Curbside Canvas was an inspi-
ration for the Community Art Exchange, 
which she started over a year ago and keeps 
track via an excel sheet. She has people com-
ing from all over the place such as Racine 
and Oconto Falls. 

“I’m not a professional artist, but I’m giv-
ing away my art,” Meyers said. “I might be 
embarrassed about it. I might not like it. But 
people can still pick it up. I want to encour-
age people to be able to start their own cre-
ative practice.”

Meyers went to school for psychology, 
now working in the behavioral health field, 
she understands the importance of art.

“Art is just as good as therapy,” Meyers 
said. “To be able to get out of the day-to-day, 
whether you’re depressed or anxious, being 
able to create art I think does good for any-
body’s mental health. I’m saying that as a 
counselor. I’ve benefited from it emotionally 
and I know other people have too.”

The library art classes will be another out-
let for adults to have fun and play around 
with different ideas. 

“It gives people access to art that they 
wouldn’t normally have,” Meyers said. “Not 
everyone gets original art. It’s expensive. So 
it’s a way to say, let’s create art together as a 
community.”

Art has allowed Meyers to make friends 
like Stephanie (Berton) and learn how to be 
more open. 

“It encourages you to share your art with 
the world and be vulnerable, because art isn’t 
meant to just sit in a sketchbook in a drawer,” 
Meyers said. “You’ve got to share it. You run 
the risk of someone hating it, but you also 
run the risk of someone liking it. I’ve made 
art that I literally hated, but I put it out there, 
and someone grabbed it. So, someone’s go-
ing to like it.”

Art creates community in ways other me-
diums don’t, said Meyers.

“There’s so much that separates us, wheth-
er it be politics, whether it be religion,” Mey-
ers said. But art is like art, right? You’re not 
going to argue about art. I think having art 
in a community can help some of the differ-
ences we do have and make us more unified. 
I mean, who’s going to be mad at art?”

Art supplies
from Page 1

Photo from Neenah Public Library

The Community Art Exchange located 
outside the Neenah Public Library runs on a 
simple idea: Take art, leave art.

fense played great and everything felt like it 
was working great.”

By showcasing their passing game against 
Manawa – which was highlighted by Luke 
Fairweather’s seven-catch night – Trinkner 
believes that it helped open up the running 
attack for him and running backs Dominic 
Todd and Cabel Vogel, who combined for 
105 yards on 19 carries. 

 Having a balanced attack will be key 
against the Raiders because the Zephyrs 
hope to use one aspect of the offense to 
open up the other. 

“Get our run game going and then get our 
passes. When we can get those play actions 
off the run, it’s great. Everything works off 
each other,” Trinkner said. “We have to ex-
ecute on offense like we did last week. Run 

our plays that we know we can do well.”
Any offensive success, though, starts 

with the group up front and Detterman was 
pleased with the way the line handled their 
business against Manawa. 

“Our line was getting a great push. They 
were getting four or five yards of push be-
fore our backs had to make a cut,” Detter-
man said. “We struggled a little bit early but 
once we got (their defense) figured out we 
were able to move the ball.

“It was a good game plan. We came out 
and executed and we came out with a vic-
tory.” 

Now the Zephyrs will be looking to make 
it two in a row and, more importantly, get 
that first conference win under their belts.

“One of our goals is to win conference 
and that starts this week,” Trinkner said. 
“We really have to bring the energy this 
week and every week until the playoffs 
start.”

Zephyr football
from Page 9

Cam Diekfuss had an all-around perfor-
mance with 27 aces, eight digs, four aces 
and four kills. 

Neenah also picked up wins over Sun 
Prairie East and Madison Memorial last 
week in a triangular meet. 

Keepers had 19 kills in the two matches 
to lead the way, while Reddick had seven 
kills against Madison Memorial and Ash-
ton Olson added nine against Sun Prairie. 

Dylan Zimmerman and Ethan Sina 
combined for 56 assists in the two match-
es.
CROSS COUNTRY

Neenah girls run well at 
Jamie Block Invite

The Rockets had the top finishers in 

three of the four divisions at the Jamie 
Block Invitational held in West Bend on 
Saturday. 

The meet is broken down with runners 
in each grade competing against one an-
other. 

Neenah swept the top three places in 
both the senior and sophomore races. 
Natalie Schultz, Maddie Schoonover and 
Elise Braten went 1-2-3, respectively, in 
the senior race, while Sam Zilm, Lizzy 
LaPlant and Olivia Landrath were the top 
three finishers among the sophomores. 

Izzy Malloy added a win in the junior 
race with Courtney Cain taking fourth, 
while the top Neenah finisher among 
the freshmen was Ramsey Green in fifth 
place. 

The Neenah boys had a trio of top-10 
finishers on the day as Nolan Moore was 
fourth and Blake Auxier was 10th among 
the freshmen runners and Drew Sabatke 
placed 10th among the seniors.

Prep roundup
from Page 10

To be a part of the Worship Directory,  
call 920-385-4512
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The Sky is Falling?
Imagine you are an ant and you see a 

big leaf falling from a branch high 
above you. How do you escape?

© 2026 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 42, No. 40

Follow these six easy steps to learn how to draw a squirrel.
Let’s Draw!

Saving Plan
I need $                   to buy                                         .

Money I have saved:

Weekly allowance I can save:

Weekly work/chores income:

TOTAL AFTER ONE WEEK:

$

$

$

$

To be money smart, you 
need to know the importance 
of saving for later.

Like squirrels, people also need 
to save to help with future needs. 
They also need to save to be able 
to buy things they don’t have the 
money for in the present.

Is there something you would like 
to buy, but you don’t have enough 
money? Make a plan to see if you 
can save enough to buy this at 
some time in the future!

Write down what you want to buy 
and the amount of money you 
need.

After one week, how much more money do you need 
to reach your goal? Repeat this plan each week until 

you have the money you need.

He left the nest in spring and found lots of food. 
 He ate all of his favorites: tender shoots, 
        new leaves, mushrooms and bugs!

Salvador’s big sister, Sonia, didn’t play as much anymore. She was busy saving nuts Salvador’s big sister, Sonia, didn’t play as much anymore. She was busy saving nuts 
and acorns to eat in the winter, when food would be hard to �nd.and acorns to eat in the winter, when food would be hard to �nd.

Salvador’s big sister, Sonia, didn’t play as much anymore. She was busy saving nuts 
and acorns to eat in the winter, when food would be hard to �nd.

Salvador thought Sonia 
was b-o-r-i-n-g!

Then the weather started to turn cold 
and snow began to fall. The nuts on 
the trees and ground were nearly all 
gone. They had been gathered and 
saved by the other squirrels.

Now Salvador was really 
worried about the 
long winter ahead!

Salvador would go out to play, but when he got 
hungry it was very hard to �nd anything to eat. 

What should Salvador have done di�erently?

In summer, he gobbled up 
fruit and berries day 

after day.

“From tiny acorns, mighty 
oaks grow,” is a popular saying 
that means even small things 
can be great and big one day. 

Look at each number in the 
chart below. Then look through 
the newspaper to show the next 

number in sequence when 
counting by 3’s. The first row 

has been done for you.

Standards Link: Math: Addition.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

FAVORITES
SQUIRREL
FLIPPING
SAVING
WINTER
SISTER
FRUITS
LEAVES
HUNGRY
MONEY
COLD
FALL
NEST
EAT
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Match each cap to the acorn with the math problem it answers.

16 + 419 - 5

14
8 + 9

17

13 + 13

26

3 + 2

5

20

12 - 4

8

How many acorns on this page?

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Proudly sponsored by

News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah

SPONSOR
KID SCOOP

Invest in local kids. 
Invest in local literacy.
Supporting literacy, learning and 
community through local journalism.

CONTACT US TODAY
920-486-1616

www.neenahnews.com

BY SPONSORING KID SCOOP,
YOUR BUSINESS HELPS:

• Promote childhood 
literacy

• Support educational 
enrichment

• Encourage family 
engagement

• Provide a free 
learning resource to 
local children

• Demonstrate your 
commitment to our 
community


