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By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

The cleanup from the July 27 tornado 
has entered a new stage as northern Win-
nebago County begins its long-term re-
covery.

The storm, which included winds top-
ping 140 mph, damaged and destroyed 
buildings, downed trees and utility wires, 
made streets impassable and left thou-
sands without electricity.

More than 10 days later, the lights are 
nearly back on for everyone, and water is 
flowing from the taps (the initial boil or-
der for Fox Crossing east of the Fox River 

has been dropped) and plans are being 
made on moving forward.

Clearing debris, making repairs
With so many homes and structures 

damaged, Winnebago County Emergency 
Management worked with Menasha, Fox 
Crossing and Neenah to identify different 
neighborhoods to focus on the cleanup of 
trees, brush, building supplies or damaged 
items. 

An area of streets is selected and then 
announced via social media and on TV 
the day before. Residents are asked to 
remove any vehicles from the streets and 

heavy equipment is brought in to clear 
debris from the streets and the side of the 
roads. While the streets are cleared, they 
are completely shut down.

The street-by-street process is clearing a 
lot of large debris from area streets, mak-
ing them passable. 

If anyone is thinking of removing or 
tearing down any building, including a 
shed or garage, they must first receive a 
raze permit, according to county emer-
gency management officials. All utilities 
must be properly disconnected before any 

Area moves forward after tornado

See Moving forward on Page 9
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Helping out
Members of the Wisconsin National Guard based in Oshkosh continued to help with traffic control Tuesday on Doty Island after 
being activated following last week’s tornado. Gov. Tony Evers asked the National Guard to support the area’s recovery response 
as utilities were repaired and debris removed from the streets.

By Chris Lusvardi
Neenah News

National Night Out took on added sig-
nificance this year as it brought members 
of the Neenah, Fox Crossing, Menasha 
and Appleton communities together just 
over a week after a tornado ravaged the 
area. 

With gatherings in Fox Crossing and 
Menasha cancelled as widespread re-
covery efforts continued this week, the 
Neenah Police Department’s event went 
ahead Tuesday at Memorial Park. The de-
partment extended the invitation to the 
event farther than originally planned.

“Everybody is having a good time,” 

said Officer Joe Benoit, community po-
licing coordinator for the Neenah Police 
Department. “We’ve just got an amazing 
outpouring of support out in the commu-
nity. We would like to thank Menasha and 
Fox Crossing for showing up and coming 
together as one united community to 
have a really good time, show the kids 
how much fun it is.”

Benoit was inspired by the turnout. He 
said the park was jam-packed and they 
ran out of bike helmets that were being 
given away to children. They had several 
hundred helmets, he said.

Helmets will be available at future 
community events to those who want 

them, Benoit said.
Benoit thanked Bergstrom Automotive 

and Community First Credit Union for 
sponsoring the event and providing food 
for all the attendees. 

Fox Crossing had planned on holding 
a similar event at O’Hauser Park, but the 
police department announced July 31 the 
event could no longer be held as usual.

“The tornado that ravaged the City of 
Menasha, Fox Crossing and City of Neen-
ah and beyond has been quite devastat-
ing,” said Dan Wiechman, Fox Crossing 
community liaison officer. “Unfortunate-

Police helping bring communities together at difficult time

See Night out on Page 15 

Photo from Neenah Police Department

The Neenah Police Department organized a 
National Night Out event Tuesday at Memo-
rial Park partially as a way to bring Neenah 
and surrounding communities together 
following last week’s tornado.
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BOARDING • GROOMING • SUPPLIES

Saturday, Aug. 8
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
GLASS Arts Festival, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Sunday, Aug. 9
Huntington’s Disease Society of 

America Fox Valley Team Hope Walk, 9 
a.m., Memorial Park

Tuesday, Aug. 11
Future Neenah Evening Concert fea-

turing Copper Box, 6 p.m., Shattuck 
Park

Wednesday, Aug. 12
Future Neenah Evening Concert fea-

turing Murphy’s Law, 6 p.m., Shattuck 
Park

Thursday, Aug. 13
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale, 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Neenah 
Public Library

Neenah Historical Society Cemetery 
Walk, 5:30 p.m., Oakhill Cemetery

Friday, Aug. 14
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Neenah 
Public Library

Saturday, Aug. 15
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Town of Clayton Fire Rescue Touch-

A-Truck, 10 a.m., Trailhead Park, Larsen
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale (books by the bagful for $7), 
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Neenah Public 
Library

Sunday, Aug. 16 
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale Free Day, noon to 4 p.m., 
Neenah Public Library

Monday, Aug. 17
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale Free Day, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Neenah Public Library

Thursday, Aug. 20
Future Neenah Out to Lunch Con-

cert featuring Elvis John, 11:30 a.m., 
Shattuck Park

Calendar 
of events

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Coast guard
Although Neenah does not have an active-duty U.S. Coast Guard base, it is served 
by the volunteer U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 47-03 Neenah/Menasha, 
which operates on Lake Winnebago and the upper Fox River. For many years, 
Neenah’s marine protection services were also provided by Neenah’s Police Boat. 
The boat was gifted to the city by Frank Whiting in the 1950’s and was primarily 
stored at the Whiting Boathouse. The Neenah Police Boat was retired in 2002.

Neenah News

A new date has been set for the Neen-
ah Historical Society’s Annual Cemetery 
Walk. 

The event will take place at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday in the chapel at Oakhill Cem-
etery. The 41st annual event was moved 
from July 30 as the area continued to re-
cover from tornado damage.

This year’s theme, honoring America’s 
250th, features stories of Neenah locals 
connected to Revolutionary War patriots. 
The historical society has partnered with 
the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) to identify program features 

and celebrate their impact. The program 
will explore how these individuals shaped 
the community and examine their lasting 
legacy. The four people that will be fea-
tured this year are Letta French, Frank 
Miller, John Pinkerton and Mary How-
den. 

The presentations will happen inside 
the chapel. Instead of paying at the cem-
etery entrance, tickets will be at a table 
in front of the chapel. The gravesides will 
have informative markers about the indi-
viduals and their patriotic ancestors. The 
DAR will also have a booth and additional 
learning opportunities. 

Cemetery walk rescheduled due to storm
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Next up: JULY 7TH
Steely Dane
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Show
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By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

The partisan primary election Tuesday 
will decide which candidates will be on 
the ballot in November. The August ballot 
includes the statewide races for governor, 
lieutenant governor, attorney general and 
secretary of state. 

The Democratic party and the Repub-
lican party both have candidates on the 
ballot. Third party candidates will also be 
in the November election, but there are no 
primary elections for those parties.

Incumbent Glenn Grothman, a Re-
publican in Congressional District 6, is 
running for reelection. He is running un-
opposed in the primary but will have a 
challenger for his seat in November.

Grothman will face the winner of the 
August primary. That will come down to 
who voters select for District 6, which is a 
vast district stretching west to Portage and 
south as far as Ozaukee County. 

Amanda Bell and Brad Smith are the 
Democratic candidates for the Congres-
sional seat in the primary. Bell is a former 
water scientist who worked at the U.S. 
Geological Survey as deputy director. 
Smith is a U.S. Army National Guard vet-
eran and current software company leader 
helping small businesses. 

The Wisconsin Green Party is also run-
ning a candidate in the race. CPA and 
business owner Matthew Arndt hopes to 
win the election despite not fitting into 
the two-party system.

In the race for Assembly District 53 rep-
resentative, Republican David Daniels is 
unopposed and will face Democrat Becky 
Nichols, who is also unopposed in the pri-
mary, in the November election. 

Daniels is an Air Force veteran and busi-
ness owner. Nichols has served on the Me-
nasha City Council for the past 12 years. 

Incumbent Dean Kaufert is not seeking 
reelection after a long career serving in the 
state legislature and as mayor of Neenah.

In the race for governor, incumbent 
Democrat Tony Evers announced last year 
he would not seek reelection after serving 
two terms. The Republican party has Con-
gressman Tom Tiffany and Andy Manke, a 
medical service technician who has never 
held public office.

On the Democratic party ballot, four can-
didates are still in the race, although some 
ballots may have more names than that.

Milwaukee County Executive David 
Crowley, former secretary of the Wiscon-
sin Department of Administration Joel 
Brennan, State Senator Kelda Roys and 
State Assembly representative Francesca 
Hong are still in the race for the primary.

The ballot will have other names such 
as former Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes and 
current Lt. Gov. Sara Rodriguez, who re-
cently dropped out of the race. Former 
Wisconsin Economic Development Cor-
poration CEO Missy Hughes will also be 
on the ballot despite suspending her cam-
paign in June.

Wisconsin Secretary of State Sarah Go-
dlewski is the sole candidate running for 
lieutenant governor on the Democratic 
side. Small business owner Will Martin 
and former Lancaster Mayor David Var-
nam are the Republican candidates for 
lieutenant governor.

There is no primary from the two major 
parties for attorney general. The 2026 gen-
eral election is shaping up to be a rematch 
of the 2022 election with incumbent Josh 

Voters head to polls for state, local primary elections
Kaul running for the Democratic party and 
Republican Eric Toney, who currently is the 
district attorney for Fond du Lac County. 

Kaul defeated Toney by 35,000 votes in 
2022.

With Godlewski not seeking reelection 
as secretary of state, the field is wide open 
with the Republicans fielding four candi-
dates in the race. Businessman Jay Schro-
eder, small business owner Brayden Myer, 
businessman and farmer Nate Pollnow 
and military veteran Cindy Werner will all 
be looking to secure the most votes to ad-
vance to the general election.

For the Democrats, former state repre-
sentative and current Milwaukee Com-
mon Council member JoCasta Zamarripa 
is running. The Green party is also run-
ning Pete Karas for this seat. Both candi-
dates will be on the November ballot.

In the race for state treasurer, incum-
bent John Leiber is running unopposed 
on the Republican side. The Democratic 
candidates are Marathon County Board 

Supervisor Yee Leng Xiong and Black 
Earth village board member Dylan Hel-
menstine.

Locally, three candidates are running 
for Winnebago County Sheriff. That race 
will be decided in November as none of 
the candidates have primary opponents.

Sheriff John Matz is retiring after lead-
ing the department since 2011. Republi-
can Darin Rice and Democrat Jason Rippl 
are running for sheriff and both current-
ly work for the department – Rice as the 
field services captain and Rippl works in 
the patrol division.

Danielle Falesnik is the third candidate 
in the race. She does not have a traditional 
law enforcement background. Instead, her 
background is as a mental health profes-
sional.

That race, along with all the other con-
tests, will be decided Nov. 3 with most po-
sitions starting in January 2027.

For more information on the 2026 pri-
mary, go to myvote.wi.gov. 

Neenah News

After the Fox Crossing Community 
Center at 1000 Valley Road was deemed 
unsafe due to storm damage, a polling lo-
cation for the partisan primary Tuesday 
has changed.

The polling location for voters residing 
in Wards 10, 11 and 12 will be relocat-
ed and operations merged with another 
site at the Pentecostals of the Fox Cities 
Church, 1445 Midway Road. Polls will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Fox Crossing Board of Trustees ap-
proved the change July 30 during a special 
meeting called after the storm hit the area 

earlier in the week. 
The village is required to take appropri-

ate action to ensure affected voters con-
tinue to have access to a suitable polling 
place and that election operations can be 
conducted effectively and efficiently. 

Fox Crossing officials plan to divide the 
main worship area of the church into two 
separate polling stations. Signage will be 
placed throughout the facility to clearly 
direct voters to the appropriate area. 

Officials plan to station an individual 
at or near the former Community Center 
polling place to direct any voters to the 
new polling place. 

Fox Crossing changes polling location



Page 4 x neenahnews.com August 7, 2026

JAN 23
ODD BIRDS?
BRIGIT PACHER  
bassoon

NOV 14
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BILLY MCGUIGAN AND  
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Place your order online from 
your phone or call our  
ticket office at 920-730-3760 
foxvalleysymphony.com

GUARANTEE 
YOUR SEATS!

12 Month Share 
 Certificate  

3.94% rate with  

4.00% APY 

Rate subject to change any-
time some restrictions may 
apply. Rate effective 
07/27/2026 

APY= Annual Percentage 
Yield  
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By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Neenah Public Library Director Ni-
cole Hardina-Wilhelm had an idea: if the 
children attending the YMCA of the Fox 
Cities’ Camp T at Memorial Park could 
not make a weekly trip to the library, she 
would bring the library to them.

After seeing another community use 
a bike to bring books to local children, 
Hardina-Wilhelm had the ideal way to 
get the books to Camp T and the Neen-
ah Library Bibliocycle was born. That was 
back in 2019 and this year, the bibliocycle 
expanded to serve children at the Neenah 
Boys and Girls Club.

The bibliocycle is an e-bike that pulls a 
trailer that carries books that the kids can 
check out. 

A car traveling to each site carries six 
suitcases of books and two laptops so kids 
can check out the books just as if they 
were at the library.

Bibliocycle librarian LoriAnn Snow 
rides the bibliocycle and library aide Elsa 
Thiel joins her on another bike.

With between 145 and 190 campers per 
week at Camp T and about 35 kids at the 
Boys and Girls Club, Snow needs to bring 
a lot of books. 

“Each camper can check out up to three 
books. It’s a lot to prepare and organize 
each week,” she said, adding no nearby 
municipalities have a similar program.

For the first week, Snow brings a variety 
of books, including a lot of graphic novels 
which are popular with kids.  

“After that first week, I ask kids what 
they’re interested in or they tell me what 
they’re interested in and I try to include 
some of those,” she said. “We carry a va-
riety since we have kids ranging from first 

grade to the counselors in training who 
are in high school. They’re excited to get 
books, too.”

If kids do not already have a library card, 
their parents can sign a waiver at the start 
of camp so they can get one. Snow said the 
kids are proud of their library cards.  

The program starts in the second week 
of June and runs through mid-August with 
the bike going out every Thursday. Thiel 
said the kids do a great job of remember-
ing to bring back their books. “They like to 
show off ‘look, I brought my books back,’” 
she said. “The kids are really excited when 

we arrive.”
Snow brings little incentives each week 

to hand out to the children such as stickers 
or bookmarks. She also works with chil-
dren to find books they’re interested in.

“They may ask for a certain book, but 
it’s not available so I’ll say, ‘I don’t have X, 
but I have this book, which is similar, and 
I think you’ll like it,’” she said. “It’s great to 
see what kids are excited to read about and 
we’re building a relationship between the 
campers and the library.”

The Friends of the Neenah Public 
Library provide funds for the physical 

equipment needed for the bibliocycle, in-
cluding the e-cycle and the trailer. 

When traveling, the bibliocycle uses the 
Loop the Little Lake Trail and city streets.

“People are really polite to us when they 
see us on the street … people sometimes 
think we’re selling ice cream,” Snow said.

The library brings the bibliocycle to 
different community events, including 
the YMCA Block Party and the Touch a 
Truck event, to raise awareness, Hardi-
na-Wilhelm said. 

“The kids are always excited to see it,” 
she said.

Submitted photo

The Neenah Public Library’s bibliocycle is an e-bike that pulls a trailer that carries books that kids can check out. 

Bibliocycle brings library books to kids in community
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Neenah News

CopperStone Senior Living commu-
nity is opening a second residence in the 
Fox Valley to provide resident assisted 
living and memory care.

“We planned to get ahead of the curve 
and develop a high-care setting for peo-
ple with complex needs that 10 years ago 
would have been in a nursing home,” said 
owner Nicole Barrett. “Our caregivers are 
the heart of our building.”

The facility at 9440 Clayton Ave. has 56 
assisted living units and 20 memory care 
units and is staffed by one full-time RN 

and two full-time LPNs. The nursing staff 
is scheduled so there is skilled care 24/7 
and there are already plans to add addi-
tional nursing staff. In addition, the com-
munity plans to create 50-55 additional 
jobs.

The community will provide specific 
on-site care to limit the need to transport 
residents to outside clinics or hospitals. 

The new community is 72,000 square 
feet on a 62-acre property located on the 
west side of Fox Crossing. There are al-
ready plans to expand the facility once it 
is fully occupied. 

New senior living community in area opens its doors

Neenah News

Nominations are open through Sept. 
17 for the Fox Cities Chamber Lifetime 
Achievement Awards. 

The awards recognize individual pro-
fessional excellence in the region, which 
includes Outagamie County, Calumet 
County and the northern portion of Win-
nebago County. 

Awards to be presented include ATH-
ENA Leadership Award, Business Lead-
er Hall of Fame, Gus A. Zuehlke Distin-
guished Service Award and Joyce Bytof 
Exceptional Mentor Award. 

The ATHENA Leadership Award, 
sponsored by Bergstrom Automotive, rec-
ognizes a woman who has achieved the 
highest level of professional excellence.

The Fox Cities Business Leader Hall of 
Fame recognizes an individual who has 
demonstrated personal and business suc-
cess and is a role model for future gener-

ations.
The Gus A. Zuehlke Distinguished 

Service Award is designed to honor an in-
dividual who has made outstanding con-
tributions through leadership in the busi-
ness community and service during their 
years as a Chamber member.

The Joyce Bytof Exceptional Mentor 
Award is given to an individual who is 
proactive in the advancement of others by 
sharing time, talent and business experi-
ence for the purpose of promoting growth 
and opportunity in our community.

Award recipients will be announced to 
the public this fall, and recipients honored 
on stage at the Chamber’s Celebrate event 
scheduled for Jan. 19 at Best Western Pre-
mier Bridgewood Resort Hotel in Neen-
ah.

Submit a nomination using the 2027 
Fox Cities Chamber Lifetime Achieve-
ment Nomination Form at shorturl.at/
Gwfdm.

Nominations open for Fox Cities  
Chamber lifetime achievement awards

Locating the expanded facility in a ru-
ral area was intentional to provide care 
for residents in smaller communities out-
side of the Fox Cities. Both Aaron and 
Nicole Barrett are from small towns and 
realized the challenge for rural seniors 
and their families.

“Many small towns don’t have the level 
of care seniors need, causing seniors to 
move to big cities despite wanting to stay 

in country setting,” Barrett said. “Because 
we worked in rural health care, we know 
It’s hard to operate a successful commu-
nity in a small town, because you need 
significant capacity to cover overhead.”

Residents will start moving in Mon-
day and there are still limited apartments 
available. 

For more information, visit coppersto 
neassistedliving.com.

Bergstrom Automotive has been rec-
ognized as the No. 1 dealership group 
to work for in the United States, earning 
more dealerships on Automotive News’ 
Top 150 Best Dealerships to Work For list 
than any other dealer group in the nation 
for the second consecutive year.

This year, 39 Bergstrom dealership 
teams were recognized among the Top 
150 dealerships nationwide, reinforcing 
Bergstrom’s commitment to creating an 
exceptional workplace where team mem-
bers feel valued, supported, and empow-
ered to deliver outstanding guest experi-

ences.
Automotive News, a publication serv-

ing the North American automotive in-
dustry, selected the honorees from more 
than 18,000 dealerships across the United 
States. The annual awards recognize deal-
erships that excel in workplace culture, 
employee engagement, leadership and 
overall team member satisfaction.

Bergstrom, along with the other hon-
orees, will be recognized during the Au-
tomotive News Best Dealerships to Work 
For awards celebration on Nov. 4 in Dal-
las.

Bergstrom named top dealership to work for

210 W. Wisconsin Ave Neenah, WI 54956
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News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah

All WMG offices are collecting donations of needed supplies for 
those impacted by the tornado to support the ongoing relief efforts. 

Donations may be dropped off at:
36 Broad St., Oshkosh

1220 S. Commercial St., Neenah
908 E. Main St., Winneconne

M-F 9-3pm

Financial donations are most needed and can be made at:
https://oacf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=1116

We stand with our neighbors

Photo: David Hall

GOLF OUTING
3RD ANNUAL

BREAKING BARRIERS

COLLABORATIVE WELLNESS INC PRESENTS:

$150/GOLFER INCLUDES GOLF, CART, 2 MEALS & DONATION
FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT MENTAL HEALTH & RECOVERY SERVICES

FOR ADULTS, TEENS, KIDS, AND ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENTS
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By Michael J. Cooney
News Contributor

When last week’s tornado tore through 
Doty Island, Kathie Boyette was recov-
ering from a kidney transplant. Instead 
of resting, she set up a white tent on her 
front lawn.

Within days, it became an unofficial 
neighborhood relief center, providing 
meals, cleaning supplies, hygiene prod-
ucts and a place where storm survivors 
could gather. Boyette estimated her team 
fed between 200 and 300 people each day 
following the tornado while also distrib-
uting groceries, water and emergency sup-
plies throughout the neighborhood.

“I had some friends call me to see if 
I had any damage to my home and if we 
needed anything,” she said. “I just started 
telling my friends, ‘Yes, I need to feed my 
family. I need to feed my neighborhood. I 
need to take care of these folks.’”

“There were stands set up in Menasha 
where the majority of the damage was, 
and rightfully so. Menasha is devastated,” 
Boyette added. “But I didn’t see anything 
for Neenah, and I didn’t see anything for 
the Doty Island side of Neenah.”

Road closures created another problem. 
“When they started closing the roads 

and saying you had to have identifica-
tion to show that you belonged here, we 
couldn’t get into Menasha even though we 
were in the destruction zone,” she said.

Help soon arrived as some of Boyette’s 
friends said their churches wanted to help.

“So Calvary showed up, and Peace Lu-
theran showed up,” Boyette said. “Then 
Lowe’s showed up with truckloads full of 
buckets and cleaning supplies. Dunkin’ 
Donuts showed up with coffee and donuts 

and breakfast sandwiches. They’ve spon-
sored us every morning, so there’s literally 
Dunkin’ Donuts on the island during this 
disaster.”

As word spread, more donations and 
volunteers arrived.

“Truckloads and trailers just showed up 
with supplies and food, and the volunteers 
came,” Boyette said. “The people that have 
tarps on their roofs came and said, ‘We 
want to help.’ They served food. They 
packed water into cars and boxes of gro-
ceries. We had clothes and diapers. Peo-
ple would come and say they had specific 

Photo by Michael Cooney

Doty Island resident Kathie Boyette set up a tent in her front yard to help provide supplies to her neighbors in need as they cleaned up and start-
ed making repairs from storm damage. 

Little white tent becomes neighborhood lifeline

needs. Individual volunteers would write 
those needs down, make phone calls, and 
those individual needs would show up like 
a special order.”

Mercy Chefs joined the effort, along 
with friends preparing homemade meals.

“We’ve been cooking meals,” Boyette 
said. “This morning a friend brought 
breakfast burritos, and we’re having 
homemade rigatoni for lunch.”

The volunteers also found ways to reach 
neighborhoods where vehicles couldn’t go. 

“They went into the heart of it all where 
cars couldn’t get — on bicycles with trail-
ers behind them, in wagons and on foot,” 
Boyette said. “They delivered hot meals, 
cold drinks and supplies.”

The little white tent became something 
more than a distribution center. 

“We did therapy,” Boyette said. “Hugs 
and holding hands. Hugs and holding 
hands. I had a volunteer that came on Sun-

day and wanted to do a moment of prayer 
at 10 a.m. We allowed that. People came 
just for that. Then we fed them and sent 
them home with supplies.”

As recovery moved beyond the emer-
gency stage, the mission of the tent came 
to an end with Tuesday being the last day 
Boyette planned to set it up.

“We were for emergency, and now 
it’s recovery,” Boyette said. “The stages 
change. We’ve served our purpose. We’ve 
done God’s work. Today is bittersweet, 
but I’m looking forward to resting.”

When asked what she planned to do 
next, Boyette laughed.

“Recover. I was in the hospital when the 
tornado hit. I had just received my kidney. 
When I came home, we did this,” Boyette 
said. “I still have staples and stitches. I sat 
in a lawn chair with my cell phone, and I 
called in all the people that I knew wanted 
to help.”

Looking back, Boyette said the tornado 
changed more than the landscape. 

“There was no politics,” Boyette said. 
“There was no division between neigh-
bors anymore. It was all love. I just hope 
it doesn’t go away because it’s just been 
great.”

She lives almost on the line between 
Neenah and Menasha. 

“I always used to joke, ‘Good morn-
ing, Menasha,’ because we were Neenah,” 
Boyette said. “Doty Island came together. 
There were volunteers from Menasha and 
volunteers from Neenah. There was no 
line drawn.”
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RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY.
RSVP for an upcoming Information Session.
EvergreenFoxCrossing.com | 920-450-2524

EXCITEMENT
IS BUILDING

Don’t wait to begin planning your next move.
Get an early look at what’s ahead at Evergreen Fox Crossing. Become a Priority Member 
to receive exclusive benefits and opportunities before pre-construction reservations begin.
Join an upcoming information session to explore the community, learn about available 
residences and discover how Priority Membership can help you prepare for what’s next.

Be ready when reservations open.

By Eric Endres
Neenah News

Neenah High School athletic teams 
pitched in with cleanup efforts around the 
area last week and over the weekend after 
an EF-3 tornado devastated parts of Neen-
ah, Fox Crossing, Menasha and Appleton.

Members of NHS teams, including soc-
cer, wrestling, volleyball, basketball and 
powerlifting, ventured into the middle of 
the mess to pick up branches, haul debris, 
run chainsaws, rake pieces of insulation, 
prepare food and provide water and more 
for affected members of the communities.

“It was completely a player driven deci-
sion to get onto Doty Island and help out,” 
said boys soccer coach Kevin Baetke, who 
also said the players normally meet up in-
formally to play but opted to assist with 
cleanup efforts instead after a player sug-
gested lending a hand.

Wrestling coach Kyle Kleuskens shared 
a “gameplan” going over detailed assign-
ments and locations for volunteers, with 
an introduction that praised the team 
members for giving up their day. 

“Your willingness to step up during this 
time of need demonstrates the very best of 
what our Neenah community represents,” 
the plan’s introduction said.

The boys volleyball team also contrib-
uted by collecting donations of supplies 
from attendees at their summer league last 
week. 

“Thank you to all the families that 
showed up for the NHS Boys Volleyball 

summer league last night with donations 
in hand,” said a post on the Neenah Rock-
ets Boys Volleyball Booster Club Face-
book page.

A post on the girls volleyball Facebook 
page showed team members clearing 
branches and raking leaves with a caption 
that said, “Stronger Together.”

Baetke said families in the community 
were “tremendously thankful,” and that 
he thinks the players learned a lot about 
themselves through this experience. 

“To see the damage firsthand really 
made it sink in how big of a need for help 
there really was … and then to be able to 
give a few hours of time to help out really 
instilled some community pride,” he said.

Photo from Neenah High School Wrestling

Neenah Wrestling deployed over 100 vol-
unteers last week. All walks of the program, 
including wrestlers, parents, coaches, alumni 
and friends, showed up to help those in need.

Athletic teams help with tornado recovery process

Photo from Neenah Girls Volleyball

Members of the Neenah High School girls volleyball team were among the volunteers last week 
helping to cleanup damage in yards from the storm.

Photo from Neenah High School Wrestling

Groups of volunteers from Neenah High School Wrestling, Neenah Rockets Youth Wrestling Club 
and Middle School Wrestling have been helping with storm cleanup work throughout the past week.

Photo from Neenah Soccer Club

Volunteers helped last week to clean up the Neenah Soccer Club fields on Earl Street as crews 
worked to restore utilities in the area.
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Perfect Pairing Starts Here

Whether you’re planning a cozy 
night in or gathering with friends, 

we’ll help you find something 
special — perfectly matched and 

beautifully curated.

From artisan cheeses to 
thoughtfully selected wine, and 

beer, The Cheese Table is creating 
pairings designed to be enjoyed 

together.

Curated pairings | Local favorites | Expert guidance

The Cheese Table
Visit us at 125 W Wisconsin Ave, Neenah 

Monday - Saturday 10AM - 6PM

By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

Firefighters initially sought shelter as 
last week’s tornado struck Fox Crossing 
Fire Station 41 on Valley Road and ripped 
off the roof.

The department said a driver, lieutenant 
and firefighter were inside the apparatus 
bay when they recognized the immediate 
threat from the July 27 storm and attempt-
ed to seek shelter.

As the tornado struck the fire station 
and immediately ripped the roof off the 
building, parts of the building began to 
collapse. All three firefighters who were 
inside the building when the tornado hit 
sustained minor injuries and were able to 
escape the station despite it collapsing.

“Our primary concern is the safety 
and well-being of our firefighters and the 
members of our community,” Fox Cross-
ing fire chief Todd Sweeney said. “We are 
extremely grateful that all three firefight-
ers were accounted for following the col-
lapse of the station and that our crew was 
able to quickly transition from surviving 
the storm to assisting others in the com-
munity.”

The fire trucks in the station were cov-
ered in concrete debris from the collapsed 
walls and twisted metal from the station’s 
roof. The trucks sustained severe damage, 
but the firefighters were able to recover 
a medical bag from one of the damaged 
trucks.

“All three members quickly began to 
check on neighboring businesses and res-
idents for injuries,” Sweeney said. “The 
injured firefighters were evaluated at a 
local hospital later in the day, where they 
received stitches for their injuries.”

Fire Station 41 and all the fire apparatus 
housed there are currently unable to be 
placed back in service. Engine 41 had just 
gone into service last summer, with Swee-
ney saying at the time the department’s 
apparatus are on a 24-year replacement 
schedule.

The department has two fire trucks for 
emergency response capabilities through 
a variety of partnerships with the Grand 
Chute Fire Department.

Photo from Fox Crossing Fire Department

A fire truck was trapped under concrete de-
bris from the building collapsing and twisted 
metal from the roof that was torn off Fire 
Station 41 by the July 27 tornado.

Fire department continues service after station destroyed

Photo from Fox Crossing Fire Department

Gov. Tony Evers and Fox Crossing fire chief Todd Sweeney surveyed the damage at Fire Station 41 on July 30.

The Village Utility Department also 
provided a building on Airport Road to 
serve as a temporary fire station, allowing 
the department to continue providing fire 
and emergency response coverage to the 
east side of the village.

“We are also incredibly thankful for the 
assistance and support we have received 
from our neighboring fire departments, 
village departments, business partners 
and the community,” Sweeney said. “Their 
willingness to step forward and help us 
maintain emergency services during this 
difficult time demonstrates the strength 
of the partnerships we have built and the 
commitment of our community to taking 
care of one another.”

Sweeney said the Fox Crossing Fire De-
partment remains committed to providing 
uninterrupted emergency services while 
the department works through the recov-
ery process and determines the next steps 
for replacing the damaged station and ap-
paratus.

 “The July 27 tornado caused signifi-
cant damage throughout the Fox Cross-
ing area,” Sweeney said, “but the response 
from firefighters, emergency responders, 
village departments, neighboring agen-
cies, businesses and community mem-
bers has demonstrated the resilience and 
strength of the Fox Crossing community 
and the entire Fox Valley Region.”

Photo from Fox Crossing Fire Department

The three firefighters inside Fox Crossing Fire 
Station 41 when a tornado destroyed the 
building continued to respond to the situa-
tion despite minor injuries. They later helped 
to pick up a loaner truck the fire department 
is using until the equipment can be replaced.
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Residents impacted by the July 27 tornado appeared grateful Sunday for the support the com-
munity is providing as they clean up the damage left behind.

work can be done. For information about 
a raze permit in Neenah, visit wchd.pub/
NeenahPermits. In Fox Crossing, visit 
wchd.pub/FoxCrossingPermits.

The City of Neenah said residents 
planning to make repairs after the storm 
should check first to see if they need a per-
mit. Some projects that need permits in-
clude fences, decks, sheds, garages, struc-
tural work, electrical and plumbing work 
and foundation work. Contact the City 
of Neenah Inspections at 920-886-6130 
with questions.

Parks hit hard
The beautiful, old trees in Neenah’s 

parks lining the Fox River were hit hard by 
the tornado, said Mike Kading, the city’s 
director of parks and recreation

Riverside Park, Kimberly Point Park, 
Doty Park and Open Air Park all lost trees 
and large branches. Kading said he did not 
have an idea of how many trees were lost.

“The parks suffered substantial dam-
age. All I can say is, we lost a lot,” he said. 
“With the severity of the storm, I’m not 
surprised by what we saw.”

The parks were closed after the torna-
do as city crews began cleaning up. Kad-
ing said they started first by clearing the 
ground of all the trees and branches with 
the next step removing hanging branches 
that look like they’re about to fall. This fall, 
crews will go through the parks and look 
for damaged trees and remove those.

Winnebago County crews are helping 
Neenah Parks crews this week with tree 
removal. 

“We appreciate the extra help,” Kading 
said.

Crews are working hard to get the parks 
cleared and reopened. Once the parks 
are all cleaned of debris, Kading said new 
trees will be planted.

Fox Crossing damage
The Fox Crossing Community Center, 

1000 Valley Road, sustained significant 
storm damage and is no longer useable, 
said Amanda Geiser, the village’s director 
of parks and recreation. She said the facil-
ity serves as home for about 90% of the 
village’s indoor recreation programs and 
events, serves as a polling place and hosts 
private gatherings.

The village still plans to move forward 
with its fall and winter recreation pro-
grams. Village staff is looking for alter-
native locations so programs can still be 
offered. Since so much is in flux, the vil-
lage will not print a fall and winter activity 
guide and will instead share updates on 
offerings on its website and through social 
media channels.

Palisades Park sustained a lot of damage 
and will be closed for an extended period, 
Geiser said. The village needs time to clean 
up and repair the “catastrophic damage” it 
suffered. The park’s playground is not safe 
for use and the village asks everyone to 
stay out of the park while crews continue 
the cleanup work.

Menasha’s water need 
Within two hours of a tornado hitting 

Menasha and damaging its water filtration 
plant, water was flowing from Neenah to 
Menasha to help the city provide water to 
its residents.

Neenah Water Utility Director Tony 
Mach said there are three interconnected 
pipes between the two cities that can be 
used in emergencies. While the two mu-
nicipalities practice the maneuver to make 
sure everything is connected and working 
correctly, the July 27 tornado was the first 
time the plan was put into action.

Moving forward
from Page 1

Since Menasha has a pipe connecting 
with Fox Crossing’s east side water utility, 
Neenah is providing water to that area as 
well. Fox Crossing’s east plant lost power, 
knocking out its well pumps and damaged 
buildings ruptured water lines, causing 
the system to drain and lose pressure.

Neenah draws its water from Lake Win-
nebago, and its water plant is designed to 
handle the capacity of supplying water to 
Neenah, Menasha and the east portion of 
Fox Crossing.

Mach said the city has no idea how long 
it will provide water to Menasha but that 
“we’re here to help anyway we can.”

As for how much and when Menasha 
will pay Neenah for its water, Mach said 
both cities have plenty to do right now.

“We’ll figure that out later,” he said. 

Help still needed
In the immediate aftermath of the tor-

nado, thousands of volunteers signed 
up through Volunteer Fox Cities to help 

with clean up while thousands more do-
nated water, sports drinks, food, clothing, 
cleaning supplies and more at the former 
UW-Oshkosh Fox Cities campus on Mid-
way Road in Menasha. Those affected by 
the storms could also pick up supplies 
there.

As of Sunday, the center stopped col-
lecting donations, asking people to donate 
items instead to their local food pantries 
and established community organiza-
tions. On Tuesday, Volunteer Fox Cities 
stopped accepting walk-up volunteer reg-
istrations and will remain open to coor-
dinate specialized volunteers, previously 
organized volunteer groups and other tar-
geted recovery needs. 

United Way Fox Cities, in collaboration 
with the Community Foundation for the 
Fox Valley Region and the Oshkosh Area 
Community Foundation, is collecting 
monetary donations to help storm vic-
tims. Donations can be made at united-
wayfoxcities.org.
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Neenah News

As tornado recovery efforts got under-
way over the past week, leaders from area 
churches have looked for spots to best 
serve the needs of the community mem-
bers impacted by the disaster. 

Hannah VanZeeland of Christ the Rock 
Church in Menasha said a community as-
sistance station was established on Doty 
Island after seeing a need there. 

The church has been helping to provide 
hygiene kits, shelf-stable food through 
a pantry and hot meals donated by local 
individuals and organizations along with 
complimentary coffee and breakfast from 
Dunkin’ Donuts. 

A free mobile shower unit has also been 
set up nearby, allowing residents to show-
er, receive towels and hygiene supplies, 
and refresh during the recovery effort.

The relief station has been operating for 
several days. Volunteers reported that ac-
tivity fluctuates throughout the day, with 
the busiest periods around meal times.

VanZeeland expected use of the services 
to increase as more residents learn about 
the location through word of mouth. 
There is currently no planned closing date. 
The church intends to continue operating 

the assistance station as long as there is a 
community need, adjusting services as re-
covery efforts evolve.

Calvary Bible Church at 1450 Oakridge 
Road in Neenah has also been among the 
places collecting and distributing items to 
help with the area’s tornado relief efforts. 

Former Green Bay Packers quarterback 
Brett Favre encouraged those in need to 
stop by the church, saying that his friends at 
Jones Capital Hattiesburg, Mississippi have 
responded in force by dispatching their 
Jones Serves Mobile Kitchen to the area. 

“My heart goes out to the families of 
Neenah and Menasha, Wisconsin after a 
tornado ripped through these communi-
ties,” Favre said.

Photo from Calvary Bible Church

Calvary Bible Church in Neenah has been 
collecting and distributing items to help with 
the area’s tornado relief efforts.

Photo by Michael Cooney

Christ the Rock Church set up a community assistance station on Doty Island where food and 
supplies can be picked up and dropped off. 

Churches provide supplies to those in need

Neenah News 

Area businesses are supporting the 
community’s tornado recovery efforts in 
various ways ranging from financial assis-
tance to supply donations. 

Kimberly-Clark announced a  $10 mil-
lion  commitment over the next three 
years to support the long-term  relief,  re-
covery and resilience of the Fox Valley re-
gion.

The commitment represents one of the 
largest community investments  in the 
company’s history and reflects  Kimber-
ly-Clark’s  enduring  connection to Neen-
ah  where the company was founded in 
1872.

“Neenah  is our hometown,” said  Mike 
Hsu,  chairman  and CEO  of  Kimber-

ly-Clark. “The people  of the  Fox Val-
ley made Kimberly-Clark the company it 
is today. As the community begins the dif-
ficult journey of recovery, we are commit-
ted to working alongside our neighbors, 
community partners, and fellow business-
es to help the Fox Valley emerge stronger 
than ever.”

Kimberly-Clark is working closely with 
local leaders, nonprofit organizations, 
government officials and other stakehold-
ers to help address both immediate and 
long-term recovery needs. This includes 
identifying strategic partners and oppor-
tunities where the company’s support can 
have the greatest impact. 

Funding will be distributed over three 
years to help ensure resources remain 

Area businesses helping support tornado recovery efforts
available for long-term recovery and resil-
ience initiatives. 

Community First Credit Union has an-
nounced a $1 million commitment to sup-
port immediate relief and long-term re-
building efforts across affected Northeast 
Wisconsin communities, including Mena-
sha, Appleton, Neenah and Fox Crossing.

The $1 million pledge represents one 
of the largest community recovery com-
mitments in the credit union’s history. 
The funds will directly support local relief 
initiatives aimed at helping residents and 
small businesses recover and rebuild.

In addition to the financial pledge, 
Community First has launched a series 
of immediate disaster relief programs de-
signed to ease financial strain for impacted 
individuals, families, and businesses, re-
gardless of whether they are current credit 
union members.

Residents and business owners seeking 
financial assistance or relief options are 
encouraged to visit any local Community 
First Credit Union branch, call customer 
support, or complete a relief request form 
online at communityfirstcu.org.

Thrivent announced it will contribute 
$500,000 to support disaster relief and 
recovery across the area. Thrivent’s sup-
port includes funding for local nonprofit 
organizations, assistance for impacted 
workforce members and efforts to help 
accelerate community recovery.

More than 500 Thrivent team members 
live in the Appleton area, including em-
ployees, financial advisors and their staff, 
alongside clients and members across the 
region. 

The company continues to assess the 
full impact of the storms and is working 
closely with local partners to understand 
the most urgent needs and move resourc-
es quickly to the people and organizations 
best positioned to help.

Bergstrom Automotive said Tuesday 
the company has made a $100,000 do-
nation to the Community Foundation’s 
tornado relief fund to help meet both im-
mediate and long-term needs of impacted 
community members. 

Based in the Fox Cities, Bergstrom says 
the area is their home, and the storm im-
pacted their communities, neighbors and 
friends. The company said that many of 
their own team members were directly af-
fected. The company said that they remain 
committed to standing beside them and 
the entire community throughout the re-
covery process.

In the days and weeks ahead, Bergstrom 
plans to look for meaningful ways to sup-
port recovery efforts across the commu-
nities. Bergstrom sponsored food trucks 
during Neenah’s National Night Out and 
is making a donation to the City of Mena-
sha to help replace municipal vehicles lost 
in the tornado.
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Neenah News

The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of 
Glass reopened July 31 after being closed 
for three days to clean up damage on its 
grounds from last week’s tornado that 
struck the area.

“Like our neighbors, the museum sus-
tained considerable damage to its grounds 
preventing public access and very minor 
damage to the building,” executive di-
rector Amy Moorefield said. “We are so 
thankful to our community, members, 
sponsors and partners for reaching out 
and helping us.”

With the museum grounds cleaned 
up, Moorefield said the admission-free 
GLASS Arts Festival scheduled for Satur-
day will go on as planned. Other nearby 
areas such as Riverside Park and Kimber-
ly Point Park remained closed while City 
of Neenah crews clean up extensive tree 
damage from the storm.

Moorefield said the GLASS Arts festi-
val will be from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with glass 
blowing, over 40 glass artists showcasing 
their work, food trucks and music by Kate 
Voss and the Hot Sauce. 

Guests are invited to visit the museum’s 

renovated galleries and exhibitions, not 
just for the special event but during regular 
hours as well. The museum is regularly open 
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Friday and Saturday. It stays open until 
8 p.m. Thursday and is open from 1 to 4:30 
p.m. Sunday. It is closed on Mondays. 

“Come visit us, enjoy our air-condi-
tioned galleries, be inspired by our glass 
collections and let us be there for you in 
this difficult time,” Moorefield said. 

Lighthouse event postponed: The Na-
tional Lighthouse Day Celebration event 
at the Kimberly Point Lighthouse has 
been postponed and will not take place 
today as scheduled today due to effects of 
the severe storm last week. 

Neenah Parks and Recreation said it 
will share information on the new date 
and event details once they are confirmed.

Band cancels concert: The Neenah 
Community Band cancelled its concert 
that had been scheduled for Tuesday in 
Riverside Park. 

The band made the decision as clean up 
continues throughout the Neenah parks 
system. The group is now looking ahead 
to its Winter Concert scheduled for 3 p.m. 
Dec. 6 at Neenah High School. 

Photo by David Hall

Storm damage remained Sunday in Kimberly Point Park. The city’s planned National Light-
house Day Celebration has been postponed while cleanup efforts continue. 

Museum reopens after cleaning up storm damage

The Wisconsin Department of Agri-
culture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
(DATCP)  reminds consumers that they 
should practice caution when seeking 
home repairs following last week’s tornado.

Consumers with homes damaged 
during the storm should avoid hiring a 
door-to-door home repair crew. These 
transient crews are known as “storm chas-
ers” because they travel to communities 
struck by severe weather and solicit busi-
ness at consumer homes. 

Despite their tempting promises of 
quick, cheap fixes, transient repair crews 
often provide poor quality work or ask for 
up-front payments, then perform no work 
at all. They are often not from Wisconsin, 
so if something goes wrong, it may be im-
possible for a consumer to get their mon-
ey back.

Tips for homeowners 
Hire established local contractors.
Ask for recommendations from trusted 

sources like friends, neighbors and insur-
ance agents.

Check with a local building inspector if 
permits are needed for the repair job, then 
have them inspect the completed work 
before making final payments to the con-
tractor.

Make sure there is a written contract 
which specifies what work will be done, 
what materials will be used, a start and 
completion date, and warranty details.

Receive lien waivers for every payment 
made for home repairs to any hired con-
tractors.

Keep copies of all contracts, receipts, 
communications, warranties and written 
materials.

State law protects consumers and 

Neenah News

Area residents affected by the recent 
tornado are encouraged to visit the Win-
nebago County Multi-Agency Resource 
Center on Friday and Saturday.

The center will provide community 
members with access to resources and 
information from numerous community 
partners and nonprofit organizations in 

the area.
The multi-agency resource center will 

be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at the Winneba-
go County Fox Cities Campus-Engineer-
ing Building, 1665 University Drive, Me-
nasha.

A variety of assistance will be avail-
able including housing, financial, mental 
health, food and essential needs.

Resource center opens for tornado victims

businesses against insurance fraud.  In 
Wisconsin, contractors:

Cannot promise to pay any portion of 
an owner’s property insurance deductible.

Cannot negotiate with an insurance 
company on behalf of a customer. Con-
tractors can only discuss damages and 
costs with insurers with the customer’s 
permission.

Must ask if the work is related to an in-
surance claim before they enter into a con-
tract.

Must notify customers of their right to 
cancel the contract within three business 
days if their insurer denies any portion of 
the claim for work.

Homes are not the only property that 
sustained severe weather damage. Many 
consumers rely on their motor vehicles 
for everyday transportation, and seeking 
repairs can be a stressful experience. Con-
sumers can protect themselves by know-
ing their rights, resources and auto repair 
tips.

Tips for vehicle owners 
Ask for shop recommendations from 

friends, family and other local sources 
they trust. If the work will be covered by 
insurance, select a shop with the insurance 

provider.
Search for online reviews of the com-

pany and contact the DATCP Bureau of 
Consumer Protection to check if a specific 
shop has a record of complaints.

Document all transactions and commu-
nications, including specific dates, times, 
expenses, promises made and the names 
of shop employees.

Auto body repair shops cannot make re-
pairs that the owner did not authorize or 
increase the price of those repairs without 
authorization after the consumer received 
an estimate or quote. 

A shop may hold a vehicle until the 
consumer pays for authorized repairs but 
cannot hold the vehicle if they refuse to 
pay for unauthorized repairs. After work 
is complete, the shop must provide an in-
voice describing and listing the cost for all 
repairs, replaced parts and labor.

Insurance tips
The Office of the Commissioner of In-

surance (OCI) published an After a Storm 
Hits Fact Sheet which can help consumers 
understand their policy options and cov-
erage. After severe weather strikes, con-
sumers should:

Notify their insurance agent or compa-

Consumers advised to be cautious when seeking home repairs
ny right away to begin the insurance claim 
process.

Make a list of damaged items, including 
any damage to the home’s structure.

Take photos of damages, including 
dented siding, damaged shingles, broken 
windshields, etc.

Keep swatches of damaged material like 
shingles and siding.

Keep damaged items – they should not 
be thrown out without the claim adjuster’s 
agreement.

Retain all receipts for repairs or replace-
ment of damaged property.

Contact the Office of the Commis-
sioner of Insurance of Wisconsin at  oci.
wi.gov or (800) 236-8517 with questions 
about insurance agents, adjusters or com-
panies.

For more information and consumer 
protection resources or to file a complaint, 
visit DATCP’s Consumer Protection web-
page at  ConsumerProtection.wi.gov  or 
contact the Consumer Protection Hotline 
at (800) 422-7128 or  DATCPHotline@
wisconsin.gov.

Project: Oshkosh Herald Ad for Summer Bags 2026
File Name: Herald Ad_Summer Bags_071426F.ai
Size: 1/24 page ad  -  2.4” wide x 2.5” high  -  1/8” bleed
Date: 07.14.26
Issues: August 5

C M Y K

CHECK OUT OUR COLLECTION OF
SUMMER BAGS, PURSES + HATS

it’S in
the bag!

1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

2.5”

2.4”



Page 12 x neenahnews.com August 7, 2026

Plan Ahead.Plan Ahead.
Protect Your Family.Protect Your Family.

St. Margaret Catholic Cemetery offers St. Margaret Catholic Cemetery offers 
thoughtful pre-planning options rooted in thoughtful pre-planning options rooted in 

faith and tradition.faith and tradition.

Call today for informationCall today for information
(920) 725-8381 x 7106(920) 725-8381 x 7106

St. Margaret CemeterySt. Margaret Cemetery
324 Nicolet Boulevard, Menasha324 Nicolet Boulevard, Menasha

When you advertise in the 
NEENAH NEWS,
You’re not just reaching customers –––
You’re investing in our community.

LOCAL NEWS. LOCAL IMPACT.

BE PART OF 
SOMETHING BIGGER

GOOD FOR
BUSINESS

REACH REAL
PEOPLE

We connect your 
business with thousands 
of local readers in print. 

Your support helps keep 
local journalism strong 
and ensures Neenah 
stories aren’t told by 

somebody else.

Consistent visibility builds 
trust, recognition, and 

loyalty – right here in the 
community you serve.

A strong local news 
source builds a stronger 

community – keeping 
residents informed, 

connected and engaged.

When Neenah thrives, 
your business thrives. 

Advertising locally keeps 
dollars local and growth 

close to home.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

From grand openings to game day wins,
we’re here to share what makes Neenah special ––– 

BUILD YOUR
BRAND

ADVERTISE. SUPPORT. SUCCEED. 
LET’S KEEP NEENAH STRONG – TOGETHER. 

CONTACT US TODAY TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS AND OUR COMMUNITY
NeenahNews.com     |     920-486-1616     |      advertise@neenahnews.com 

Local News Works

for Everyone! And we can’t do it without you.

YOUR COMMUNITY. 
YOUR STORIES. 
YOUR SUPPORT.

WAKE UP,
    NEENAH!
WAKE UP,
    NEENAH!

Starts with Local. A STRONG COMMUNITY

By George Halas
News Contributor

The award-winning band Copper Box 
is bringing their unique mix of folk, rock, 
blues, jazz, polka and fun to stages across 
the area this summer.

Copper Box will be performing from 6 to 
8 p.m. Tuesday during the Future Neenah 
Concert Series at Shattuck Park. It’s a free 
concert and, in case of rain, the show will 
be moved indoors to the Double Tree by 
Hilton hotel across the street from the park.

In their 24th year, the band has won the 
Wisconsin Area Music Industry (WAMI) 
Award for Americana Artist of the Year in 
2009, 2012 and 2023 as well as the WAMI’s 
People’s Choice Award in 2009 and 2015. 

The group received the WAMI Overall 
Artist of the Year and WAMI Folk Rock 
Artist in 2024; WAMI Album of the Year 
and WAMI Folk Album of the Year in 2025 
and this year’s WAMI Rock/Americana/
Roots/Ska Artist.

Lead vocalist and multi-instrumentalist 
Michelle LL Jerabek won the WAMI for 
Reed/Brass Player of The Year in 2017 and 

has been nominated for the same honor 
four other times.

Danny Jerabek, whose multiple instru-
mental talents include the accordion, cor-
net, harmonica, keyboards, clarinet and 
sousaphone, won the WAMI Award in the 
Specialty Instrumentalist of The Year cate-
gory in 2010, 2011 and 2020. He has also 
been featured at the International Accordi-
on Festival.

Drummer Dan Cable was nominated 
for the WAMI Percussionist of The Year in 
2020 and 2023.

Not content to rest on their laurels, the 
band is “always evolving,” said Michelle LL. 
“We love the chemistry of the band. It’s a 
fun group, fun music and we like adding 
original songs while keeping that good 
vibe.”

The return of bass player Dave Jerabek 
and the addition of Ben Cable, Dan’s son, 
on lead guitar has given the band expanded 
performance options.

“Ben brings youth and energy. He takes 
the bull by the horns when we want to 
rock,” said Danny Jerabek. “It gives us a big, 
powerful sound, a really cool sound.”

“We’ve been adding more original songs 
and we’ve been soloing more, extending 
the songs,” Jerabek added. “With the whole 
band trading solos, it keeps the music fresh 
and it’s a great visual experience for the au-
dience. We take great pride in every song 
we do and people have been really digging 
it.”

“It’s kinda cool having Dan’s son, Ben, 
playing with us. Dan is very proud of him,” 
said Michelle LL. “He’s a guitar prodigy and 
he’s been doing a lot of great things with us.”

Based in Oshkosh for 20-plus years, Dan-
ny and Michelle, who consider themselves 
“polka kids who became friends, then fell 
in love and everything worked,” originally 
had a high-powered polka band, Kick, “but 
we wanted to break out and add original 
songs,” Danny Jerabek said. “The name 
Copper Box was Michelle’s idea. She start-
ed with squeeze box and noted that copper 
is a good conductor of electricity.”

Copper Box has appeared many times at 
Waterfest in Oshkosh over the last 20 years, 
opening for headliners including The Doo-
bie Brothers, Huey Lewis and The News 
and, most recently, former Beach Boy Al 
Jardine’s band.

“Mike Dempsey, who books the bands 
for Waterfest, has always had a soft spot for 
Louisiana-style music,” Jerabek said. “It’s 
been good for us to play and it’s always been 
awesome.”

“We were digging Al Jardine and his 
band,” he added. “They were very tight and 
they made a point of saying nice things 
about us.”

In addition to the Shattuck Park, concert 
Copper Box has appearances coming up 
throughout the area.

“We would like people to go to our web-
site and get on the mailing list to stay con-
nected,” Michelle LL said.

For the band’s schedule and other infor-
mation, go to copperboxband.com.

Copper Box brings unique mix to venues across area

Submitted photo

Copper Box has been performing at shows across the area this summer, including a performance 
scheduled as part of the Future Neenah Concert Series Tuesday at Shattuck Park. Band members 
include Dave Jerabek, Michelle LL Jerabek, Danny Jerabek, Dan Cable and Ben Cable.

Hearts out t0 
our community

920-886-3694
330 N. Commercial St., Neenah, WI. 
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PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

WrightwayBuilt.com  |  920-232-5600

1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh, WI

ON YOUR NEXT ABC SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING PROJECT

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  | 920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI
*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $2500 on complete ABC Seamless steel siding project over 

1,200 sq ft. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 
prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

VISIT OUR OSHKOSH 
SHOWROOM

EST

1977

Monday
8 AM-11 AM

Tuesday
9 AM-1 PM

Wednesday
10 AM-3 PM

Thursday
12 PM-4 PM

AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

FINANCING 
OPTIONS

3 Easy Payment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years
6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

Windows worth
talking about

$250 per Window
$750 per Patio Door

EXPIRES 08/31/2026

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

200 N

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCAA]

North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961

www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
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St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCAA]

North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961

www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 9 a.m.

Thursdays at 6 p.m. Starting June 11 

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

YOU CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

You’re invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

All are welcome!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community withWe are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. 

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! 

Check us out atCheck us out at
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha1366 Appleton Road in Menasha

 Proclaiming the Gospel
 Strengthening Believers
 Serving Others
 Supporting Neenah Lutheran School – 3K to 8

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

Worship Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am

  436 S. Lake St.
  Neenah, WI  54956
  (920) 725-1330

www.martinlutherneenah.org

WELS

SERVICE TIMES:
SATURDAYS @ 5PM, SUNDAYS @ 9AM

1228 S. PARK AVE. NEENAH, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510   |   WWW.PEACENEENAH.COMREACHING OUT.    SERVING JESUS.    CELEBRATING HIS LOVE.

Divine 
Services:

Sunday morning 9:00 a.m.
Monday evening 6:30 p.m.

Ask me about Grace!

www.facebook.com/grace.neenah

1390 Breezewood Lane, Neenah, WI  54956
920-722-5550  |  www.graceneenah.com

Photo from Neenah Public Library

Art explorers
Kids can spend an afternoon this summer during the Art Explorers program at the 
Neenah Public Library. The program provides an open space with a variety of materi-
als available to provide a little inspiration for the young artists. The next programs are 
scheduled for noon to 3 p.m. Aug. 19 and Aug. 26. 

Open houses and school supply drop-
off dates have been set for all schools in 
the Neenah Joint School District. 

Alliance – 5-6:30 p.m. Aug. 26
Coolidge – 4:30-6 p.m. Aug. 26
Clayton – 4:30-6 p.m. Aug. 26
Horace Mann - 4-6 p.m. (kindergarten 

families from 3-4 p.m.) Aug. 27
Lakeview - 3:30-5:30 p.m. Aug. 26
Spring Road - 4-5:30 p.m. Aug. 26
Taft - 4-5 p.m. (tailgate from 5-5:30 

p.m.) Aug. 26
Tullar - 4:30-6 p.m. Aug. 26
Washington - 3-6 p.m. (scheduled times 

- signup will be shared the week prior) 
Aug. 26

Middle School - 3:30-5 p.m. Aug. 26

Additionally, Future Neenah and the 
school district are hosting a “Boogie Back 
to School” Night on Aug. 26 in downtown 
Neenah for families. Following the open 
houses, Boogie and the YoYoz will be put-
ting on a free community-wide concert. 

The event will feature food trucks and 
family games and activities from 6 to 9 
p.m.

The high school will take school photos 
and have yearbook pickup from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Aug. 17 and 18. 

The middle school will have fees, forms, 
photos and food from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Aug. 19 and 20. Food trucks will be on 
site at the middle school each day from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

School district sets open house dates

Neenah News

Neenah High School students Jaden 
Vondracek and Ryan Porsche finished 
second in the UW-Madison Wonders of 
Physics video contest. The pair produced 
a two-minute video explaining refraction. 

The contest has been running since 
1984 and recognizes original videos cre-
ated by people of all ages. Vondracek is a 

2026 graduate and will attend UW-Mil-
waukee in the fall, while Porsche will be 
a senior at Neenah High School this fall. 
Vondracek and Porsche created the video 
in Scott Hertting’s AP Physics class. 

Hertting was also recognized with an 
award, winning the Vernier Physics Teach-
er Award for the teacher with the high-
est-scoring video.

Students compete in physics video contest



Page 14 x neenahnews.com August 7, 2026

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

          Reach 22,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $24/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
   advertise@neenahnews.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems

• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Lighting Solutions • Much More 
Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773 
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, LLC

Licensed/Insured

Mike Gauger
ISA Certified Arborist (R)

WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Pruning – Removal
Stump Grinding

Commercial Snow Removal

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work
Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial
920-830-3788

www.areawaterproofing.com

We’re Ready To 
Help 24/7

920-260-6660 
911restorationoshkosh.com

The blueprint for your “Fresh Start” 
is just a phone call away. 

RESTORATION SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Greg Wisnefske
40 years of experience

C: 920.500.0731 | H: 920.836.3086 
gwisnefske7779@gmail.com
7779 Oakwood Ave, Neenah

• Decks
• Flooring
• Windows
• Interior Painting
• Remodeling
• and much more!

LAWN EQUIPMENT

DB’S
POWER CENTER

– Sales & Service
– Pickup & Delivery

– Repairs of all makes
– STIHL & Husqvarna brands

PROUDLY SERVING 
NEENAH SINCE 2016

920.486.1231
1314 S. COMMERCIAL ST.

PROPERTY SERVICES

We are 
YOUR Local 

‘Ink Link’ 
for ALL 

Print Projects!

• Holiday Cards
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• Graduation Cards
• Copies, Brochures
• Flyers, Posters
• & MORE!

920-582-4541920-582-4541
908 E Main • Winneconne908 E Main • Winneconne
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.commaekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

Standard & Custom Designs

EXTERIOR CONTRACTOR

Siding-Vinyl and LP Smartside
Windows/Doors-Pella and Provia

Roofing-50 year GAF Warranty
Gutters and Leaf Protection
Soffit, Fascia, and Repairs

Insurance Claims

Call Neenah Resident Mike at
920-417-8199

RidgeTopExteriors.com
SINCE 2002 WITH MANY 5 STAR REVIEWS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

REAL ESTATE

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

BRIDGE REALTY
PARTNERS

Broker/Owner, REALTOR®

COLIN
DANIELS

CALL TODAY!

920.574.0619
colin@colindaniels.com

C O L I N D A N I E L S . C O M

HANDYMAN / HOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICES

Put Your Business Where 
the Community Looks. 
Advertise weekly in the Business Service Directory in the Oshkosh 
Herald, Neenah News and Winneconne News and reach 90,000+ 
local readers. 

Affordable visibility for less than $65 per week.
Call 920-385-4512 today to learn more.
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Local college graduates
The following students  from Neen-

ah earned degrees from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in May. 

Emma Bowman, College of Agricultur-
al & Life Sciences, Bachelor of Science, 
genetics and genomics

Sam Brazee, College of Engineering, 
Bachelor of Science-Civil Engineering, 
civil engineering

Carson Clark, College of Letters and 
Science, Bachelor of Science, data science, 
economics

Faith Demerath, College of Letters and 
Science, Bachelor of Arts, legal studies

Addison Fett, School of Education, 
Bachelor of Science-Kinesiology, kinesi-
ology

Adam Gerarden, College of Letters 
and Science, Bachelor of Arts, linguistics, 
graduated with distinction

Victor Guerra, School of Business, 
Bachelor of Business Administration, 
business: information systems, business: 

marketing
Taylor Gustafson, College of Letters 

and Science, Bachelor of Science with 
honors in the major, neurobiology, reli-
gious studies, graduated with distinction

Austin Henderson, College of Letters 
and Science, Bachelor of Arts, history, 
graduated with distinction

Cody Lenz, College of Letters and Sci-
ence, Bachelor of Arts, English

Will Liebeskind, School of Human 
Ecology, Bachelor of Science-Consumer 
Behavior and Marketplace Studies, con-
sumer behavior and marketplace studies

Stephanie Manthei, College of Engineer-
ing, Master of Engineering, engineering

Haley Mayer, College of Agricultural & 
Life Sciences, Bachelor of Science, biolo-
gy

Lily Meisel, College of Agricultural & 
Life Science, Bachelor of Science,  envi-
ronmental sciences

Stephanie Much, College of Letters and 
Science, Master of Arts-Library and Infor-

mation Studies, library and information 
studies

Gabriella Mullally, School of Med & Pub-
lic Health, Doctor of Medicine, medicine 
Isabelle Murphy, College of Engineering, 
Bachelor of Science-Environmental Engi-
neering, environmental engineering

Ashlynn Numrich, School of Educa-
tion, Doctor of Occupational Therapy, oc-
cupational therapy

Will Ranger, College of Agricultural & 
Life Sciences, Bachelor of Science, bio-
chemistry

Khaled Saleh, School of Business, Bach-
elor of Business Administration, business: 
finance, investment and banking

Maya Schmidt, College of Letters and 
Science, Bachelor of Landscape Architec-
ture, landscape architecture

Malina Schulz, School of Education, 
Bachelor of Science-Kinesiology, kinesi-
ology

Joseph Slavinsky, School of Nursing, 
Bachelor of Science-Nursing, nursing

Eli Strasman, School of Education, 
Bachelor of Science-Health Promotion 
and Health Equity, health promotion and 
health equity

Henry Teckam, College of Letters and 
Science, Bachelor of Arts, communication 
arts

Tiffany Vogels, School of Education, 
Master of Science-Educational Leader-
ship & Policy Analysis, educational lead-
ership and policy analysis

Sally Welsch, College of Letters and 
Science, Bachelor of Science, computer 
sciences

Melia Wendt, College of Letters and 
Science, Bachelor of Science with honors 
in the liberal arts, psychology, graduated 
with distinction

Lauren Wilharm, College of Letters and 
Science, Bachelor of Science, Biology

Caleb Youngwerth, College of Letters 
and Science, Bachelor of Science, astron-
omy - physics, French, mathematics, phys-
ics, French
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Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 

1-855-943-6279

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-920-3533

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

For Sale

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad
Classifieds

ly, due to the amount of resources that are 
being dedicated toward our community 
we are taking priority to servicing them.”

Benoit said it was important for mem-
bers of the neighboring communities to 
be able to attend the event.

“We’re going to move forward and have 
as much fun as we can, try to get together 
and get to know your local officers,” Ben-
oit said. 

Wiechman invited community mem-
bers to take a break from everything else 
going on in the community for a couple 
of hours. He encouraged those impacted 
by recent events to share their stories and 
officers would be ready to hear those sto-
ries and concerns while answering ques-
tions.

“This is an opportunity to step away 
and have a little bit of silver lining in this 
tragedy and to get to better know your 
law enforcement agencies dedicated to 
serving you in thick and thin, just like 
we have this past week,” Wiechman said. 
“We know how much this event means to 
so many, and we are deeply grateful to ev-
eryone who had committed to volunteer 
their time, efforts and resources to help 
make it possible.”

Wiechman thanked the community 
for its understanding, resilience and un-
wavering support for the police and one 
another. 

“Together, we will rebuild, and we look 
forward to gathering again under brighter 
circumstances,” he said. 

National Night Out is a nationwide 
community-building event that promotes 
positive relationships and camaraderie 
between residents and the police. 

Night out
from Page 1

Photo from Neenah Police Department

The Neenah Police Department invited the Fox Crossing Police Department to join the National Night Out event at Memorial Park after Fox Crossing’s gathering was cancelled due to ongoing 
storm cleanup efforts.

Photo from Neenah Police Department

Members of the community, including American Legion Post 33, joined the Neenah Police 
Department for National Night Out on Tuesday at Memorial Park.

The following students from Neenah 
completed degree requirements at the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse in 
May.

Amelia Holtz, Bachelor of Science, mar-
keting major, honors

Bryce Konwinski, Bachelor of Arts, ar-
chaeological studies major

Will John Hunter Kordus, Bachelor of 
Science, marketing major

Payton James Kramer, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, biology major, honors

Brooklyn Cate Lewis, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, clinical laboratory science major, 
highest honors

Joseph Jerome Paider, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, finance major

Lauren Joan Palau, Master of Science, 
recreational therapy

Eli Schmidt, Bachelor of Science, man-
agement major, honors

Jared Smit, Bachelor of Science, biology 
major: biomedical science concentration

Vivian Renee Vande Corput, Bache-
lor of Science, exercise and sport science 
major: exercise science - pre-professional 
track, honors

Chloe Josephine Vogel, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, exercise and sport science major: ex-
ercise science - pre-professional track

Local college graduates
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That’s Strange
What is one of the strangest things 
you have ever heard about? Write 
about it and share it with a friend 

or family member.Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Sleepovers are fun, but you’ll need to 
catch up on your sleep. Why does sleep 
matter? Replace the missing words.

Your brain needs sleep, so you can:
 • Remember what you _________
 • Pay ___________________ and concentrate
 • Solve problems and think of new __________
Your body needs sleep, so your:
 • Muscles, bones, and __________ can grow
 • Muscles, skin and other parts can fix ___________
  • Body can stay ____________ and fight sickness

How many 
di�erences can 

you �nd between 
these two 
pictures?

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination.

Standards Link: 
Research: Use the newspaper 

to locate information.

Look through the 
newspaper to find:

A flashlight
A picture of a bed
Three nouns
Four adjectives
Five verbs

Sleepover 
Scavenger 

Hunt

Silly Sleepover Sentence
Write a sentence about a silly sleep over. 
Use one noun, one verb and three adjectives!

How many slippers can 
you �nd on this page?

Which two sets 
of pajamas are 
exactly alike?

Summertime is the perfect time to invite a group of friends over for

Here are a few tips for planning 
the perfect slumber party:

Create some colorful cards to 
invite your friends. Be sure to 
tell the start time and end time 
for the party.

Have a plan for things your 
guests will enjoy, such as 
playing games, watching a 
movie, working on a craft, etc.

Have yummy snacks such as 
s’mores, popcorn or fresh fruit.

Sloppy Slumber Party
Wow! The boys at Noah’s slumber 

party had a lot of fun, but they sure 

made a really big mess. Can you 

find these items among the clutter?

11 pretzels   
11 crayons   
7 socks    
6 cups  
4 plates
6 apple cores

3 books     
8 �ashlights  
5 pizza slices 
2 action �gures   
3 basketballs
4 sneakers

Encourage everyone to help 
clean up any mess the next 
morning! It’s not fair to leave 
it for your parents to do.
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SLEEPOVER
SENTENCE
PAJAMAS
HEALTHY
PILLOW
SPEECH
FIGHT
BRAIN
SOLVE
BONES
VERBS
GHOST
SKIN
GROW
BED
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Telling ghost stories at a slumber party is fun. But not all ghost 
stories are scary. Ask a parent for each type of word to �ll in 
the blanks. Then, dim the lights and read it aloud tonight!

Boris had fallen asleep in his ___________ reading 

one night. Around 2:00 a.m., a loud _________ 

startled him awake. The room was completely dark. 

“Who’s there?” cried Boris. A deep voice in the 

shadows replied, “It is I, a ___________  

_____________. And there is no escaping my 

__________!”

Boris ran across the dark room and began to 

_________ the stairs. But he felt a cold 

_____________ grip his ankle. He couldn’t 

_________ at all!

“Wait!” shouted Boris. “If I give you my collection 

of _________  ____________, will you leave?”

“You collect those, too?” said the voice. “That’s 

amazing! Do you also like to eat _____________  

______________ on toast?”

“My favorite!” said Boris. He turned on the overhead 

__________ and the two hairy  

monsters shook ___________. “Nice to meet you! 

I’m Boris!”

“My name is Edgar,” said the other monster. “I know 

it’s late, but I think we can still catch a few 

__________  ___________ before the sun comes up.”

With that, the two monsters friends stepped out into 

the dark __________ night.
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Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing
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Invest in local kids. 
Invest in local literacy.
Supporting literacy, learning and 
community through local journalism.

CONTACT US TODAY
920-486-1616

www.neenahnews.com

BY SPONSORING KID SCOOP,
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• Promote childhood 
literacy

• Support educational 
enrichment

• Encourage family 
engagement
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• Demonstrate your 
commitment to our 
community


