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Brehmer

Attorney at Law

• Estate Planning
• Business Law
• Tax Law

117 W. Wisconwsin Ave
Neenah, WI

(920) 502-7100
www.brehmerlawllc.com

Meet A Member of Our Community

Calling Neenah Home Since 1941, Westgor Funeral Homes

Westgor Funeral Homes-
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah
(920) 722-7151

1140 Appleton Road, Menasha
(920) 720-0314
www.westgorfuneralhomes.com

Lisa Brennan is our Advanced Funeral Planner. After owning and operating a flower 
shop for 30 years, she has a natural ability to connect with people and guide them 
through meaningful moments. She now uses those skills by helping families 
thoughtfully plan ahead while navigating the complexities of insurance and Medicaid.

Photo by Michael Cooney

Shawano assistant fire chief Robbie Woldt and a two-person crew were going door-to-door Tuesday checking on residents and 
making sure homes and neighborhoods on Doty Island were as safe as possible. Shawano was one of many fire departments that 
responded to the storm damage in Neenah, Menasha and Fox Crossing.

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Crews and residents are slowly begin-
ning clean-up efforts after an EF-3 torna-
do struck northern Winnebago County 
mid-day Monday leaving behind a trail of 
damage.

Parts of Fox Crossing, Menasha, Neen-
ah and Appleton were left with buildings 
with structural damage, downed trees and 
powerlines, disruptions to utility services 
and closed roads. Despite the severe dam-
age — Menasha was hit the hardest — no 
deaths or serious injuries were reported.

“The depth of the tornado and its im-
pact is incredible, devastating and we’re 
really still in the assessment phase of 
things,” Winnebago County Executive 
Gordon Hintz said during a media brief-
ing on Tuesday. “The sooner we clear the 
area, the sooner we get the power on, the 
sooner we can start getting the area back 
on track.”

Gov. Tony Evers declared a state of 
emergency in Winnebago County on 
Tuesday.  

Winnebago County created a webpage 
with information and resources to help its 

residents stay up to date on information 
shorturl.at/yeWQV.

Daniel Wiechman, community liaison 
officer for the Fox Crossing Police Depart-
ment, said the outpouring of people want-
ing to help those affected by the tornado 
has been immense.

“There’s been a tremendous outpouring 
of volunteers and support,” he said.

The tornado hit Fox Crossing and Me-
nasha just after noon on Monday with 
winds estimated over 140 mph before 

Region begins tornado clean-up

See Storm clean-up on Page 11

By Chris Lusvardi
Neenah News

As a tornado moved over the area early 
Monday afternoon, nearly 80 people were 
inside a building on the edge of Doty Island 
in Neenah. 

The group at Congregational United 
Church of Christ Neenah Menasha at 1511 
Nicolet Boulevard included church staff 
along with staff and children of Lake Edge 
Learning Center. Luckily, Pastor Rob Va-
nEss said each of them emerged safely. 

In the immediate aftermath of the storm, 
parents picking up their child were asked to 

park several blocks away from the property. 
Lake Edge staff were stationed outside di-
recting traffic and guiding parents to pick 
up their children.

VanEss said everyone who stepped for-
ward in the aftermath helped with the un-
expected situation.

“In the hours since the tornado passed 
over our church and community, we have 
witnessed both tremendous devastation 
and extraordinary grace,” VanEss said. 
“Their calm leadership, willingness to help, 
and concern for others assisted in securing 
the safety of those present and beginning 

the difficult work of caring for our building 
and grounds.”

VanEss said power lines later remained 
down across the property, including areas 
that block access to their driveway. More 
than 20 large trees were lost, he said.

“Many have fallen in ways that seem 
almost impossible, stacked upon one an-
other or suspended precariously, creating 
dangerous conditions that will require pro-
fessional removal,” VanEss said.

The church building itself sustained sig-

Residents describe concerns amid storm experience

See Storm reaction on Page 12

Photo from Neenah Soccer Club

Some of the goals at the Neenah Soccer Club 
complex on Earl Street were found in trees 
across the street following the storm.
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are available from our Advertising 
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any ad at any time. Errors must be 
reported in the first day of publi-
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liable for any loss or expense that 
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weekly and mailed free of charge 
Thursdays for Friday delivery (may 
vary based on U.S. Postal Service 
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Have questions about withdrawing
funds, converting your account or
generating income?
Gain experienced guidance while ensuring your retirement
accounts are following your investment strategy. Contact 
me today, and let’s make sure you’re still on the right track.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Shane Zillmer, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor
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SUNFLOWER
SALE!

 

1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

2.5”

2.4”

(920) 486-5600
1077 TULLAR CT,
NEENAH, WI.

BOARDING • GROOMING • SUPPLIES

Saturday, Aug. 1
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Kid’s Triathlon, 8 a.m., Neenah Pool

Tuesday, Aug. 4
Neenah’s Night Out, 5 p.m., Memori-

al Park
Fox Crossing National Night Out, 5 

p.m., O’Hauser Park
Neenah Community Band Concert, 7 

p.m., Riverside Park

Wednesday, Aug. 5
Future Neenah Evening Concert fea-

turing Ants Marching, 6 p.m., Shattuck 
Park

Thursday, Aug. 6
Entertainer Elvis John, 6 p.m., Fritsch 

Park

Friday, Aug. 7
Time Travelers Camp Neenah Histor-

ical Society, 10 a.m., Doty Cabin Muse-
um

National Lighthouse Day Celebra-
tion, 4:30 p.m., Kimberly Point Light-
house

Saturday, Aug. 8
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
GLASS Arts Festival, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Sunday, Aug. 9
Huntington’s Disease Society of 

America Fox Valley Team Hope Walk, 9 
a.m., Memorial Park

Tuesday, Aug. 11
Neenah Community Band Concert: 

Happy Wanderers German Band, 7 
p.m., Riverside Park

Wednesday, Aug. 12
Future Neenah Evening Concert fea-

turing Murphy’s Law, 6 p.m., Shattuck 
Park

Thursday, Aug. 13
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale, 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Neenah 
Public Library

Calendar 
of events

Neenah News 

The tornado that struck Neenah and 
surrounding communities Monday is be-
lieved to be the strongest to hit the area 
since 1984.

The April 27, 1984, storm that hit the 
Fox Cities was an EF3 tornado, which 
caused one death, multiple injuries and 
destroyed homes. 

An EF0 tornado struck Neenah on Aug. 
18, 2005, uprooting trees and ripping sid-
ing from a home. 

Neenah and Menasha were hit by an 
EF2 tornado on May 8, 1964. The torna-
do developed near Winneconne, traveling 
through Menasha and hitting the John 
Strange Paper Company. It continued 
into Neenah near the Fox Point Shopping 

Center, which suffered extensive damage. 
Menasha has been hit by tornadoes at 

least three other times. On Aug. 14, 1987, 
an EF1 tornado struck one mile west of 
the city with most of the damage occur-
ring at a warehouse. 

An F0 tornado on Aug. 23, 1998, caused 
no notable damage. On July 19, 2008, an 
EF1 tornado caused sporadic damage, 
with damage reported to four buildings. 

Tornadoes are rated based on wind 
speed, with an EF0 having winds between 
65-85 MPH, EF1 86-110 MPH, EF2 111-
135 MPH and EF3 136-165 MPH. Mon-
day’s storm was reported to have winds 
up to 140 MPH as it tracked from Grand 
Chute to the open waters of Lake Win-
nebago.

Tornadoes have previously hit area

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Community band
The Neenah Community Band has been performing since its inception in 1966. Their 
very first concert was on Memorial Day at Riverside Park. This volunteer band has 
been practicing and performing in Neenah for over 60 years, providing the Neenah 
Community with countless free concerts and performances over the years.
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bergstromvolkswagen.com

S

*VIN 3VW7W7BU8TM052285. Selling price $28,961. 36 mo, 10,000mi/year lease with $1,999 down plus 
$299 first payment for a total of $2,298 due at signing. To approved credit through Volkswagen Financial 
Services. Tax, title and license extra. Ends 8/31/26.

*VIN 1V2CN2CAXTC536079. MSRP $50,566. To approved credit through Volkswagen Financial Services. 
$17.48 per month for every $1,000 financed. $3,500 Customer Bonus available when you purchase or 
lease a new 2026 Atlas. Ends 8/31/26.

Atlas
2026 Volkswagen

4MOTION®

Bergstrom Volkswagen of

Jetta
2026 Volkswagen

SE

Lease for

per mo*
$299

1.9% up to
60 months

$3,500
or

Customer
Bonus

By Jill Trotter
News Contributor

The Fox Crossing and Neenah police 
departments will interact with residents 
in a positive atmosphere at their respec-
tive National Night Out events.

Both events will be held on Tuesday 
evening. The Fox Crossing Police Depart-
ment will host its annual National Night 
Out event from 5 to 8 p.m. at O’Hauser 
Park. The Neenah Police Department will 
host Neenah’s Night Out from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at Memorial Park.

Both events are family-friendly and free 
to attend. The popular annual events fa-
cilitate positive interactions between citi-
zens and police officers.

Fox Crossing  
National Night Out

National Night Out is a nationwide 
community-building event that promotes 
positive relationships and camaraderie be-
tween residents and the police.  

“It’s a community building campaign,” 
said Officer Daniel L. Wiechman, Fox 
Crossing community liaison officer. “It’s 
promoting police and community partner-
ships and relationships and just all over good 
camaraderie with the people that we serve.”

He said this is the largest event that is 
hosted by the police department and has 
drawn crowds of up to 700 attendees in 
the past.  

Several family-friendly attractions and 
activities will be featured at the event, 
including inflatables, face painting, Kona 
Ice truck, ice cream truck and JR Aquatic 
animals, among others. The main event is 
a good-natured “Kids vs. Cops” kickball 
game at 7 p.m.  

In partnership with the police depart-
ment, local businesses are providing goods 
for the event.  Kwik Trip will be providing 
water bottles, Neenah Dairy Queen will 
be providing popcorn, Appleton Kiwanis 
will be handing out free books and Fang 
the Timber Rattlers mascot will be mak-
ing an appearance.

In addition to police officers, other pub-
lic safety officials will be present, includ-
ing the Fox Crossing Fire Department 
and Gold Cross Ambulance. Food will be 
available for purchase.

Wiechman hopes that the event will 
make community members more com-
fortable interacting with officers.  

“We are just meeting our community 
members, having conversations, showing 
that law enforcement has a personable and 
approachable side,” he said. “(This puts) a 
familiar face with those that are serving 
you in these fields so that when you may 
need law enforcement you may be more 
familiar with or you may recognize the 
people you may be dealing with. If you 
need us for a difficult situation, that’s what 
we’re there for.” 

In addition to the National Night Out, 
Fox Crossing police officers attend other 

community events throughout the year, in-
cluding the annual Kids Expo each spring.  

For more information, visit facebook.
com/FoxCrossingPD.

Neenah’s Night Out
The purpose of the Neenah’s Night Out 

is the same as for Fox Crossing — to fur-
ther develop the relationship between the 
community and the police department.    

The event is designed “to enhance that 
relationship between the neighbors and 
law enforcement while bringing a true 
sense of community, and it provides a 
great opportunity to bring the police of-
ficers and the neighbors together under 
positive circumstances,” said Joseph E. 
Benoit, community policing coordinator 
for the Neenah Police Department. 

Attendance at the event has increased 
each year, with 1,500 people in attendance 
in recent years. There will be a bounce 
house, face painting, a dunk tank, an art 
activity and an obstacle course for chil-
dren. There will also be blender bikes, 
fire trucks, rescue vehicles, emergency re-
sponse vehicles and other equipment for 
attendees to tour and interact with.  

The ThedaStar helicopter will land at 
the event. There will also be free hand-
outs, a K9 Demo with Officer Sweeney 
and K9 Bo and various food trucks with 
items for purchase. The agency is grateful 
to its many local partners, including Stacy 
Hennessey, who will be raffling off free bi-
cycles at the event.

Neenah’s Night Out is the department’s 
largest event of the year, but its communi-
ty outreach doesn’t end there. 

The department also hosts “Campfire 
with Cops,” an informal gathering held a few 
times each year. These lighthearted gather-
ings include campfire games, comedic skits, 
crowd interaction, and other fun activities. 

According to Benoit, this is another way 
for “the kids and the families to see the hu-
mans behind the badge, not just see the offi-
cer as some kind of unknown robot but just 
another normal person that does fun things.”  

The next Campfire with Cops is sched-
uled from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Sept. 25 at the fire 
pit in Memorial Park. 

The department’s engagement with citi-
zens continues throughout the year at nu-
merous local events. This includes having of-
ficers present at A Very Neenah Christmas, 
the Farmer’s Market, Community Fest cel-
ebrations, parades and downtown concerts.  

“(This allows officers) to be visible to 
answer questions and to really connect 
with the parents and the kids and whoev-
er (else) is willing to chat with us,” Benoit 
said. “The goal is to convert those that are 
skeptical of the police or little kids that are 
inherently intimidated or nervous to talk 
to a police officer. We want to break down 
those barriers and get them to feel safe and 
comfortable talking to an officer.”

For more information about Neenah’s 
Night Out, including plans for inclement 
weather, visit facebook.com/NeenahPolice.

Police departments plan 
community outreach events

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

Now accepting new clients!

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

Photo from Neenah-Menasha Elks

Anniversary celebration
The Elks Lodge 676 held its 125th anniversary celebration Sunday as state president 
Manny Salinas was among those attending the event. The afternoon’s rededication 
ceremony renewed the organization’s commitment to charitable service throughout the 
Fox Valley communities, strengthening the mission that has guided them for gener-
ations. The Elks was providing service to the community this week as a shelter for 
residents impacted by the tornado.
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165 NORTH PARK AVENUE | 920.751.4658
@BMMGLASS | BMMGLASS.COM

We thank our generous event sponsors:

Rosann Baum Milius | Bergstrom Automotive | 
Paperweight Collectors Association | Harp Gallery Can 
Can Boutique & Bar | 4imprint | WAPL/KISS-FM Lilian 
Noble Fund | J. Anthony Jewelers | Image360/Crown 

Trophy | Ogden Plumbing
Great Harvest Bread Co. | Brehmer Law LLC |

Simplicity Credit Union | Festival Foods | 
August Haven 

Saturday, August 8  
10am–5pm 

FREE 
ADMISSION

BERGSTROM-MAHLER MUSEUM OF GLASS

The Best in Glass Art for Sale 
Glassblowing Demonstrations 

Artisan Food and Beverages 
Live Music

Kids’ Art Activities
Park downtown and take the 
FREE TROLLEY to the Museum

PRESENTED BY

ARTS FESTIVAL

GOLF OUTING
3RD ANNUAL

BREAKING BARRIERS

COLLABORATIVE WELLNESS INC PRESENTS:

$150/GOLFER INCLUDES GOLF, CART, 2 MEALS & DONATION
FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT MENTAL HEALTH & RECOVERY SERVICES

FOR ADULTS, TEENS, KIDS, AND ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENTS

AUGUST 7, 2026

10:00 SHOTGUN START - OSHKOSH COUNTRY CLUB

TRICK

SHOT

PRO!

RAFFLES &

SILENT

 AUCTION!

HOLE IN ONE

VEHICLE SHOT!

SWAG

BAGS &

MERCH

REGISTER HERE

GAMES!

EIN 33-4854052

Photo from Neenah Public Library

Cardboard art
Kids turned cardboard boxes into birdhouses, forts, boats and more July 21 during 
the Neenah Public Library’s cardboard kingdom family program at the Shattuck Park 
pavilion. Library staff said the level of creativity on display was truly a joy to watch as 
imagination ran wild and problem-solving skills were put to the test. 

Neenah News

A range of family-friendly activities will 
be offered during an upcoming event at 
the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass.

The GLASS Arts Festival will be from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Aug. 8 at the Berg-
strom-Mahler Museum of Glass. 

“We are delighted to present the only 
glass festival of this kind in the United 
States, admission free for all,” executive 
director Amy G. Moorefield said. “Please 
come join us for this special day celebrat-
ing the magic of glass.” 

Guests can browse the grounds and gal-
leries and enjoy an admission-free, fami-
ly-friendly lakeside day. They can take in 
glass art on display and available for sale 
from more than 40 artists from around the 
country and across the globe. 

The event will also feature the opening 
of a solo exhibition by the first-place win-
ner of last year’s juried GLASS Arts Festi-
val Award, William Manson.

Festival attendees will witness glass 
blowing demonstrations with our 
mini-dragon, “Ray,” as molten glass tem-
peratures climb to over 2,000° F. 

Entertainment will be provided by Kate 
Voss & The Hot Sauce, while food trucks 
from around the area will be on hand. Ac-
tivity tents for the kids will keep young 
ones engaged creating their own art to 
bring home.

Glass art to 
be on display 
at festival

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area (MSA) and Winnebago County saw 
their unemployment rate increase to 3.3% 
in June, up from 2.7% in May and 3.2% 
a year ago, according to preliminary data 
from the state Department of Workforce 
Development.  

Preliminary June 2026 unemployment 
rates increased in all 13 metropolitan areas 
over the month. 

Rates increased in 10 metropolitan ar-
eas over the year and stayed the same in 
three: Fond du Lac, Milwaukee-Waukesha 
and Sheboygan.

Preliminary June 2026 unemployment 
rates increased in all of Wisconsin’s 35 
largest cities over the month. Unemploy-
ment rates decreased in six cities over the 
year, increased in 23 cities and stayed the 
same in the remaining six cities.

Preliminary June 2026 unemployment 
rates increased in all 72 counties over the 
month. Unemployment rates decreased in 
10 counties over the year, increased in 44 
counties over the year and stayed the same 
in the remaining 18 counties.

Estimates of unemployment and em-
ployment statistics are from the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.  

Area unemployment 
rate increases in June

www.spslawyers.net
920-725-5305
251 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah

Help is here.

Call the 
experienced 
attorneys at 
Stillings, Pasquale 
& Swardenski 
to help you with 
your family law, 
estate planning or 
bankruptcy issue.

DON’T FACE YOUR LEGAL 
CHALLENGES ALONE

Beat the Heat!
FREE 16 oz. 
ARNOLD 
PALMER WITH 
YOUR NEXT 
PURCHASE!

Ad must be 
presented at 

purchase.
Exp. 08-13-26

920-886-3694
330 N. Commercial St., Neenah, WI. 
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RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY.
RSVP for an upcoming Information Session.
EvergreenFoxCrossing.com | 920-450-2524

Be ready when reservations open.

EXCITEMENT
IS BUILDING

Don’t wait to begin planning 
your next move.
Get an early look at what’s ahead at 
Evergreen Fox Crossing. Become a 
Priority Member to receive exclusive 
benefits and opportunities before 
pre-construction reservations begin.

Join an upcoming information session 
to explore the community, learn about 
available residences and discover how 
Priority Membership can help you 
prepare for what’s next.

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Visitors to the Winnebago County 
Fair and other events at the Sunnyview 
Expo Center grounds will notice multiple 
changes, including the re-installment of a 
100-year-old county fair arch.

The changes are part of the center’s 
west campus improvement project, which 
started last fall. The Winnebago County 
Parks Department held a ribbon cutting 
Wednesday to celebrate the project’s com-
pletion on the same day as the start of this 
year’s county fair, which runs through 
Sunday.

“The project made significant improve-
ments to the west campus area, specifical-
ly recurring drainage issues and enhanced 
lighting,” said Adam Breest, Winnebago 
County Parks & Expo Director.

Breest said the county fair arch from 
1926 was also repaired and reinstalled.

Other project upgrades included:
• Reconfigured parking lots to improve 

flow and create a better space for the nu-
merous events hosted on the grounds 
each year.

• Resolved drainage issues around the 
parking lot and expo building.

• Added a retention pond.
• Upgraded lighting throughout the 

parking lot.
• Expanded gravel overflow parking and 

space for campers.
• Improved wayfinding and signs from 

County Road Y and within the Sunnyview 
Expo Center property.

• Upgraded electric capacity for camp-
ing and other event use.

The funding for the $5.38 million proj-
ect was included in the county’s 2025 cap-
ital improvement plan. Breest said MCC 

Submitted photo

The county fair arch from 1926 was also repaired and reinstalled as part of the Sunnyview Expo Center renovation project.

Sunnyview Expo project completed as county fair starts

Inc. and Bodart Electric Service, Inc. com-
pleted the project on time and on budget.

The eastern part of the expo grounds 
was improved in 2021.

The Sunnyview Expo Center grounds 
consist of approximately 200 acres on 
the north end of Oshkosh and includes a 
large expo building, a covered arena, an 

outdoor stage, five barns, grandstands, a 
community garden, the Winnebagoland 
BMX Club track and the Kids Kart Club 
program area. 
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6 Month Share 
 Certificate  

3.60% rate with  

3.65% APY 

Rate subject to change any-
time some restrictions may 
apply. Rate effective 
07/27/2026 

APY= Annual Percentage 
Yield  

Insured by NCUA 

Minimum deposit $500 

6 Month Share 
 Certificate  

3.60% rate with  

3.65% APY 

Rate subject to change any-
time some restrictions may 
apply. Rate effective 
07/27/2026 
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Yield  

Insured by NCUA 

Minimum deposit $500 

School board approves student welfare policies, additional staffing
By Eric Endres
Neenah News

The Neenah Joint School District Board 
of Education last week approved two up-
dated policies related to student supervision 
and welfare, plus an additional 0.5 FTE (full-
time equivalency) in certified staffing.

The policies were updated during the 
board’s July 21 meeting. Policies 3213 and 
4213 contain nearly identical language 
and involve guidance on protecting stu-
dents from inappropriate conduct from 
staff, as well as presenting a standard of 

care for students that staff are required 
to adhere to. The policies describe what’s 
appropriate for staff-student relationships 
and what conduct is prohibited, including 
grooming and boundary violations.

Additionally, the policies describe the 
requirements of staff members to immedi-
ately report any accidents, safety hazards, 
potentially harmful, dangerous, violent or 
criminal activities. The policies also include 
portions saying that staff members shall 
not associate with students at any time in 
a manner that gives the appearance of im-

propriety, including, but not limited to, 
abusive or sexually suggestive situations or 
activities involving illegal substances that 
include tobacco, alcohol or drugs.

The policies were written to comply with 
Wisconsin state statutes 48.981, 118.07(6), 
118.07(7), 948, 948.072 and 948.095.

At the same meeting, the board ap-
proved an additional 0.5 FTE for certified 
staffing for the 2026-27 school year due 
to the 4K enrollment at Washington Early 
Learning Center. According to a July 21 
memo, the administration was monitor-

ing the enrollment over the course of the 
summer and saw an increase, prompting 
the need for additional staffing.

This additional staffing would allow for 
a classroom teacher for a morning section 
of 4K to avoid the need to go beyond the 
capped enrollment number established 
for 4K classrooms. This would increase 
the capacity from around 220 students to 
242 students. This addition is projected to 
cost $27,600 and bring the total number 
of certified staff to 494.5 for the upcoming 
school year.

Neenah High School’s crime stats lower than previous school year
By Eric Endres
Neenah News

Neenah High School saw fewer cita-
tions issued during the 2025-26 school 
year than the previous school year.

A memo presented at the July 21 school 
board meeting showed a total of 55 cita-
tions for this past school year compared to 
the 68 issued during the 2024-25 school 
year. The category that featured the most 
citations was disorderly conduct with 35 

total, while the remaining 20 citations 
were in a category on use or possession of 
alcohol, a controlled substance or a con-
trolled substance analog.

One notable decrease came in the bur-
glary/robbery/theft category, which de-
creased from five to zero in one year. 

The memo said that the school district 
has significantly enhanced its ability to de-
tect, investigate and respond to student be-
havior incidents that may warrant a citation 

or formal charge. It also said the district 
has created a more proactive approach to 
school safety and accountability through 
initiatives that include the Speak Up Speak 
Out platform (a reporting system that al-
lows anonymous reporting of concerns in 
real time), HALO vape detectors and ex-
panded security camera coverage.

The memo went on to say that the part-
nership between the high school and the 
Village of Fox Crossing School Resource 
Officers continues to foster positive re-
lationships with students and families to 
contribute to a safer learning environment.

The report is created in accordance with 
Wisconsin Act 12 of 2023, which requires 
public high schools to collect and maintain 
statistics regarding specific types of incidents 
that occur on school grounds and/or school 
transportation during normal school hours 
or during school-sponsored events that oc-
cur before or after normal school hours. 

High schools within a district must re-
port the statistics to the district’s school 
board annually before they’re reported to 
the Department of Public Instruction by 
today for the preceding school year. 

The school board approved the report.

Neenah News

The Friends of the Neenah Public Li-
brary will be conducting its annual used 
book sale Aug. 13 through Aug. 17.  

The sale includes a large selection of 
both adult and children’s titles — books, 
DVDs and music CDs. Many items are 
donated and have not been stamped or 
marked in any way. 

The sale times are 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Aug. 13, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Aug. 14, 
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Aug. 15 (books 
by the bagful for $7), noon to 4 p.m. Aug. 
16 (free day) and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Aug. 16 
(free day) at the Neenah Public Library.

Proceeds from the sale are used to sup-
port library programming and services 
and to supplement the library’s collection.  

For more information, contact the li-
brary at 920-886-6315. 

Times set for Neenah Public library book sale
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By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Board of Su-
pervisors could vote on the county’s new 
strategic plan as early as September.

That was part of the timeline laid out July 
21 by County Executive Gordon Hintz for 
the project, which will be used to inform 
the county’s budget process for 2027.

The five strategic pillars outlined in the 
current strategic plan include: transpor-
tation, housing, economic development, 
efficient government and quality of life. 
Each pillar has goals, and a definition of 
what success looks like.

In June, the county began meeting with 
focus groups, released a survey to the 
public and asked stakeholders about the 
topics they thought the county should fo-
cus on. Earlier this month, county board 
supervisors met for an evening workshop 
session going over the same topics. 

A consultant is now bringing together 
all that material to begin a draft plan. The 
draft will be shared with the county board 
and discussed at its August meeting. The 
final vote would be held in September.

“It’s been a collaborative process,” Hintz 
said.

Supervisor George Bureau said gather-

ing feedback from stakeholders was im-
portant. 

“This process has been focused on the 
county and its success although we didn’t 
bring up trade-offs, such as you may 
choose to want this, but it may cost you 
this,” he said.

Supervisor Cullen Bettin did not think 
the board has had enough time to partici-
pate in helping to formulate the plan. 

“This consultant cost us $36,000 and 
there were unfinished debates during the 
workshop,” he said. “Who will decide 
those? Is this the best way to do strategic 
planning?” 

Deputies’ agreement approved: The 
county board approved a three-year col-
lective bargaining agreement with the 
Winnebago County Deputies’ Associa-
tion, beginning Jan. 1, 2027.

As part of the agreement, members will 
receive a 4.5% salary increase each of the 
next three years, Hintz said.

“I’m glad we were able to complete this 
process before we start our budgeting 
work for 2027,” he said. “This agreement 
will allow us to stay competitive and retain 
our talent.”

The contract runs through Dec. 31, 
2029.

County strategic plan moving ahead

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Winnebago County took its first step to-
ward implementing a 12-month moratori-
um on approving data center applications 
during a public hearing Tuesday.

The county’s Planning & Zoning Com-
mittee held the hearing to take testimo-
ny as it considers amending Chapter 23 

of the county’s general code to impose 
a 12-month moratorium on the receipt, 
processing and approval of new data cen-
ter zoning applications and establishing 
the definition of a data center. The com-
mittee will decide on the change at its next 
meeting on Aug. 6.

If approved, the moratorium would only 
cover the towns where the county con-

County takes step closer to data center moratorium
trols zoning — Algoma, Omro, Neenah 
and Nekimi. The county said it will work 
with other municipalities to help them put 
a similar rule into effect.

Speakers at the hearing were united in 
their approval to change the zoning code.

Molly Grasley of Oshkosh said data 
center construction is “catastrophic” to 
the surrounding area.

“They make noise, they use a lot of wa-
ter and energy, and they don’t benefit the 
community,” she said. “Property values 
plummet in the areas where they get built.”

Sarah Zarling, a statewide activist 
against data centers who lives in Water-
town, shared how people in Mount Pleas-
ant who live near Microsoft’s data center 
report hearing noise all day and night.

“It never stops and in Beaver Dam near 
that data center, residents report cracked 
foundations, dry wells … the list goes on,” 
she said. “There’s no legal protections for 
residents once these places go in.”

The county should make it as difficult 
as possible for data centers to come here, 
said Joshua Carter of Oshkosh. 

“I’m strongly against data centers and 
my concern is that this is just a moratori-
um and not a ban,” he said.

Travis McKinney of Neenah also agreed 
the county should seek a data center ban. 

“The county lacks information about 
the full impacts of a data center,” he said. 
“I want Winnebago County residents pro-
tected from dangers of having a data cen-
ter.”

Photo from Winnebago County 4-H

County fair underway
The Winnebago County Fair was underway Wednesday at the Sunnyview Expo Cen-
ter in Oshkosh. The fair runs through Sunday.
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Neenah News photos

Above: Doty Park was among the area parks sustaining damage in the storm. 

At left: The storm that struck the area Monday split trees in half, including at Kimber-
ly Point in Neenah. 

Below: City of Neenah crews were picking up debris from large trees at Riverside Park 
that were damaged in the storm. Downed trees were scattered covering paths through-
out the park.

Bottom left: The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass was closed Tuesday as it was 
among the places in Neenah with damage from the storm.

Photo from Congregational Church of Christ Neenah Menasha

Staff at Congregational Church of Christ Neenah Menasha on Doty Island were as-
sessing damage to the building sustained during the storm.
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Tornado Aftermath

Neenah News

Above: City of Neenah crews were picking up tree damage Tuesday at the Recreation 
Park Boat Launch.

At left: Trees remained fallen on power lines throughout the area, making roads such 
as Lincoln Street at Fifth Street nearly impassible even a day after the storm swept 
through Monday.

Below: Utility poles were snapped into pieces during the storm, leading to damage in 
areas such along County Highway A.

Photo by Michael Cooney

Crews were cleaning up along debris-covered roadways in Neenah in the aftermath of 
the storm. Officials continue to assess how long the recovery process might take.



Page 10 x neenahnews.com July 31, 2026

Neenah News

Several area events have been cancelled 
as cleanup continues from Monday’s 
storm damage.

The Riverside Players cancelled its re-
maining performances of The Sponge-
Bob Musical at Riverside Park, which 
sustained heavy damage to trees. Neenah 
Parks and Recreation said that tickets for 
the cancelled shows will be eligible for a 
full refund. More information on that pro-
cess will be shared next week. 

The Neenah Historical Society’s ceme-
tery walk, which had been scheduled for 
Thursday, will be rescheduled. The histor-
ical society will post the new date on its 
social media platforms once it is finalized. 

The Neenah Community Band Con-
cert canceled its concert, which had been 
scheduled for Tuesday at Riverside Park. 

Future Neenah postponed a concert fea-
turing Road Trip that had been scheduled 
for Wednesday to Aug. 21 at Shattuck Park. 

Fox Crossing Parks and Recreation said 
that its east side park facilities, including 
the Community Center, sustained signifi-

cant damage. The parks department said it 
is assessing the extent of the damage.

“It will take time before we have a full un-
derstanding of what repairs will be needed 
and what the path forward will look like,” 
the department said. “As a result, there 
will be significant changes to current and 
upcoming recreation programs, facility 
operations and park services. We ask for 
your patience and understanding as we 
evaluate our options and work to commu-
nicate updates as quickly as possible.”

The Neenah Joint School District said 
Tuesday that its maintenance staff had as-
sessed all of its schools.

“We are fortunate to report that none 
of our schools suffered any damage in the 
storms,” the district said. “The start of the 
upcoming school year as well as any re-
maining summer camps or activities will 
not be impacted.”

The Neenah Public Library, which had 
lost power during the storm and closed 
early Monday, reopened for normal hours 
the next day and was serving lunch to those 
who needed it Tuesday and Wednesday.

Neenah News

As crews continued to clean up damaged trees in Riverside Park, events, including the Riverside 
Players’ performances of The SpongeBob Musical, have been canceled. 

Storm damage leads to event cancellations

The Winnebago County Register of 
Deeds Office wants residents to know that 
while homes and businesses can be dam-
aged or destroyed, the official land records 
maintained by the Register of Deeds are 
preserved and can play a vital role in the 
recovery process. 

Property deeds, mortgages, satisfac-
tions, plats, certified survey maps and 
many other land records are permanently 
maintained by the Register of Deeds Of-

fice. These records can help homeowners 
prove ownership, work with insurance 
companies, obtain rebuilding permits and 
navigate disaster assistance programs. 

Following this week’s severe weather 
in the area, the Register of Deeds Office 
has developed a Disaster Recovery Guide 
for Property Owners to help residents un-
derstand what records they may need and 
where to obtain them. 

“Our goal is to make one part of the 

Property owners receive guidance on disaster recovery
recovery process a little easier,” said Win-
nebago County Register of Deeds Susan 
Snyder. “When families are dealing with 
the loss of their homes or important doc-
uments, we want them to know they are 
not alone. Our office is here to help them 
access the official property records they 
need to begin rebuilding.” 

Helpful resources
The Register of Deeds Office can assist 

property owners by: 
• Locating and providing copies of re-

corded deeds, mortgages and other prop-
erty documents. 

• Issuing certified copies of recorded 
documents when required. 

• Assisting title companies, lenders, at-
torneys, surveyors and property owners in 
locating recorded records. 

• Helping residents understand what 
property records may be needed during 
the recovery process. 

• Providing information about Property 
Fraud Alert, a free notification service that 
helps protect against property fraud. 

Recording fees 
Many residents ask whether recording 

or copy fees can be waived following a 
natural disaster. 

Under Wisconsin law, recording and 
copy fees are established by state statute. 
Because these fees are required by law, the 
Register of Deeds Office does not have 
the legal authority to waive them solely 

because a disaster has occurred. However, 
staff remain committed to assisting resi-
dents as quickly and compassionately as 
possible throughout the recovery process. 

Being prepared 
The Register of Deeds encourages prop-

erty owners to prepare before an emer-
gency by: 

Keeping certified copies of important 
property documents in a secure location. 

Maintaining digital copies of critical 
documents. 

Registering for Property Fraud Alert, a 
free service that notifies owners whenever 
a document is recorded in their name. 

Creating an emergency file that includes 
deeds, insurance policies, mortgages, and 
personal identification. 

Serving the community 
Snyder said natural disasters are a re-

minder of how important public records 
are to protecting property rights. The Reg-
ister of Deeds Office stands ready to assist 
residents during difficult times by preserv-
ing the county’s official land records and 
helping property owners obtain the docu-
mentation they need to move forward. 

Residents seeking assistance or cop-
ies of recorded property documents are 
encouraged to contact the Winnebago 
County Register of Deeds Office or visit 
the county website for additional informa-
tion and a copy of the Disaster Recovery 
Guide for Property Owners. 

Neenah News

Community organizations have been 
assisting affected residents since a tornado 
hit the area early Monday afternoon. 

Emergency shelters were set up at 
Christ the Rock Community Church, 
W6254 US Highway 10/Wisconsin High-
way 114 in Menasha, which was open for 
overnight sheltering; the Elks Lodge, 328 
Nicolet Boulevard in Menasha and Calva-
ry Bible Church, 1450 Oakridge Road in 
Neenah, which was providing a charging 
station along with donated items.

Pets are not permitted at the shelters. 
Service animals only.

Businesses throughout the area were 
organizing efforts to distribute food and 
water as needed. Other organizations de-
tailed ways community members can as-
sist with the cleanup efforts.

Volunteers
Volunteer Fox Cities was coordinating 

volunteer efforts this week for those look-
ing to help with storm recovery efforts. 

The organization was set up at the for-
mer UW-Fox Cities campus collecting 
water and other supplies as needed. From 
there, volunteers could sign up and be as-
signed to areas that needed help. 

Food and drink trucks were available for 
volunteers and residents impacted by the 
tornado who were in need. 

Volunteers were advised not to show up at 
affected areas unless directed by Emergency 
Management or Volunteer Fox Cities. 

To volunteer to support storm clean-
up efforts, visit volunteerfoxcities.
org/2026storms.

Community Clothes Closet off of Mid-
way Road is accepting clothing from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Friday. Gunderson 
Cleaners will also accept donations at any 
of their Fox Valley locations. 

Monetary donations
The Community Foundation for the 

Fox Valley Region along with United Way 
Fox Cities and the Oshkosh Area Com-
munity Foundation have activated the 
Community Response Fund 2026 Torna-
do Relief. Together, the organizations are 
working to move resources responsibly to 
support the nonprofits and community 
organizations at the center of the tornado 
relief and recovery efforts.  

To support families and neighbors im-
pacted by the tornado, community mem-
bers are asked to consider a tax-deductible 
gift to the Community Response Fund 
2026 Tornado Relief by visiting united-
wayfoxcities.org/tornado.

To donate by check, make payable 
to the Community Foundation for the 
Fox Valley Region and write Communi-
ty Response Fund 2026 Tornado Relief 
in the memo line. Mail to: Community 
Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, 
Attn: Community Response Fund, 4455 
W. Lawrence St., Appleton, WI 54914. 
Checks may also be dropped off at the 

Community Foundation during business 
hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Thurs-
day and 8 a.m. to noon Friday.

Those experiencing tornado damage can 
report it by calling United Way Fox Cities 
211 or complete the form at 211wiscon-
sin.community.org/damage-report. 

Making a report helps local emergency 
managers and community organizations 
understand where the greatest needs are so 
they can best coordinate recovery efforts.  

Family support
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Fox Valley 

is mobilizing to support local youth and 
families during this challenging time by 
expanding services at the  Boys & Girls 
Club of Neenah, 2065 Marathon Ave.

The Boys & Girls Club of Neenah will 
be open to all youth ages 6 to 18 from 7 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Monday-Friday at  no 
cost  and with  no membership required 
until further notice.

Boys & Girls Club staff and volun-
teers will provide a  free evening meal at 
the Neenah club  from 5:30 to 7 p.m. to-
day for everyone  in need of food or who 
is looking to gather as a community and 
support one another.

Free and nutritious breakfast and lunch 
will also continue to be available to all 
youth up to age 18 Monday-Friday at the 
club’s Appleton and Neenah locations, no 
membership required. Boys & Girls Club 
of Appleton breakfast is from 8:30 to 9:20 
am, lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Boys 
& Girls Club of Neenah breakfast is 8 to 9 
a.m., lunch from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Drinking water and personal care items 
(shampoo, toothpaste, and more) will be 
available for pickup during the evening 
meal time.

“(The) tornado reminded us that a 
strong community shows up when it mat-
ters most. We are committed to doing 
whatever it takes to help kids, families, and 
our neighbors recover and rebuild,”  said 
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Fox Valley’s 
CEO Greg Lemke-Rochon.  “We want 
families to know they have a safe place to 
turn as they navigate the days ahead.”

In addition,  the Boys & Girls Club of 
Menasha will remain closed until further 
notice and at least through today.

Business resources
To help businesses and individuals 

navigate the days ahead, the Fox Cities 
Chamber has created a disaster recovery 
resource page with information and assis-
tance available throughout the region at 
foxcitieschamber.com/recovery.

The Chamber will update the page as 
additional resources become available.

Businesses affected by the storm are 
encouraged to contact the Chamber for 
assistance. The Chamber has temporary 
workspace available and can help connect 
with business resources and other forms 
of support as needed. Call 920-734-7101 
or email info@foxcc.net.

Community organizations 
help those impacted by storm
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At Tower Clock Eye Center, we specialize in helping you see more clearly — 
so you can choose what matters most to you.

For some, that means taking in the vastness of the world with renewed 
clarity and wonder. For others, it’s the simple joy of threading a needle 
with ease.

However clearer vision improves your life, know that our experienced eye 
care team is here to help you every step of the way.

At Tower Clock Eye Center, we specialize in helping you see more clearly — 

For some, that means taking in the vastness of the world with renewed 
clarity and wonder. For others, it’s the simple joy of threading a needle 

However clearer vision improves your life, know that our experienced eye 

going over Lake Winnebago, according to 
the National Weather Service.

The Winnebago County Sheriff ’s De-
partment reported its 911 Communica-
tions Center answered 681 emergency 
calls on Monday, not including all the 
nonemergency, administrative, outgoing 
and backup cell outgoing phone calls that 
were also handled, nor does it include 
the multiple calls that were answered by 
neighboring counties.

The City of Neenah declared a state of 
emergency on Monday night, allowing the 
city to take the necessary actions to pro-
tect public health and safety, coordinate 
response efforts, authorize emergency re-
sources and document damages and costs 
for potential state and federal assistance. 

The city sustained damage to buildings 
and trees, with many residents losing pow-
er. Riverside Park and Kimberly Point lost 
multiple trees, with the Parks and Recre-
ation Department canceling its activities 
in those areas for the remainder of the 
week as crews began to clean up the de-
bris. The Neenah pool reopened Wednes-
day afternoon after being closed while 
crews cleaned up debris in the parking lot.

“Our hearts, our time and our resources 
go to our neighbors in Menasha and Fox 
Crossing,” said City Council President 
Dan Steiner. “We ask our residents for 
patience as our streets are cleared of trees 
and power lines.”

In Fox Crossing, Village Administrator 
Jeff Sturgell said numerous buildings were 
damaged, including Fire Station 41 and 
the Fox Crossing Community Center on 
Valley Road. He also declared a state of 
emergency in the village.

On Monday afternoon and evening, res-

cue units from more than 50 fire and po-
lice departments went door-to-door in the 
areas hit by the storm looking for injured 
people. A total of 68 people were taken to 
either Ascension Northeast Wisconsin-St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital in Appleton or The-
daCare Regional Medical Center in Neen-
ah.

Since the tornado hit mid-day and few-
er people were at home, that may be why 
more people were not injured, Hintz said.

WE Energies continues to repair util-
ity lines in the area to restore electricity 
to homes and businesses in Fox Crossing 
and Neenah.

Wiechman asked residents for patience. 
“Restoring power is a complex process,” 

he said. “Things need to be done in a cer-
tain order. We’re grateful to the workers 
who are working on this important task.”

Police were limiting access to parts of 
Menasha while utility repairs are made 
and debris cleared from roads. Hintz said 
local law enforcement could handle traffic 
control, but he planned to ask the state 
for additional resources to help with the 
cleanup effort.

Hintz said it was too early to have a full 
estimate of how much was damaged by 
the tornado. 

The storms damaged the water utility 
that serves the eastern part of Fox Cross-
ing and parts of Menasha, putting part of 
the village east of the Fox River and part 
of Menasha under a boil water adviso-
ry, which means all public water used for 
washing eating utensils, drinking or cook-
ing should be boiled at a rolling boil for 
at least one minute. The water is safe for 
bathing and for the laundry.

The City of Neenah was helping to sup-
ply water to surrounding areas. 

Free bottled water is available at Christ 
the Rock Church in Harrison, which is 
serving as an overnight shelter for those 

affected by the storm, the Elks Lodge, 
328 Nicolet Boulevard, Menasha, and the 
UW Winnebago Campus near the Barlow 
Planetarium entrance.

Residents are encouraged to call 211 
to report any damage or if they have any 
questions. 

They are working with Winnebago 
County Emergency Management to gath-
er information about areas impacted by 
the tornado.

In terms of collecting debris, City of 

Neenah residents may drop off brush 
at the drop off site at 1495 Tullar Road. 
They are asked to bring their punch card 
if they have one. The city said if someone 
is only dropping off brush, they will not 
be “charged” a punch. However, show-
ing the punch card helps officials quickly 
establish residency. Those dropping off 
brush but that do not have a punch card 
can bring their driver’s license that shows 
a City of Neenah address. 

Extended drop off hours are 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. today and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday.

The Town of Neenah said trash col-
lection was still scheduled to take place 
Thursday. Collection may be missed in 
areas where trucks cannot access a road 
due to storm debris, fallen power lines, 
blocked streets or other hazards. The town 
asked residents to ensure that tree limbs, 
logs and brush are stacked off of the road 
to allow access for trucks and other vehi-
cles.

The town said only tree and brush de-
bris will be picked up curbside. For trash 
disposal other than normal Thursday bin 
pick up, contact Harter’s Fox Valley Dis-
posal at 888-804-8556. Residents will be 
charged a fee by Harter’s Fox Valley Dis-
posal for all large item pick-ups. Harter’s 
will not pick up tree debris or yard waste.

For Fox Crossing residents, Harter’s Fox 
Valley Disposal was making every effort to 
maintain regular garbage and recycling 
routes as road conditions allow. The com-
pany was continuing to address large-item 
and household debris removal. 

The village plans to keep residents in-
formed as a plan of action is developed 
and additional information to share is 
available. Residents missing garbage and 
recycling carts can contact the Fox Cross-
ing street department at street@foxcross-
ingwi.gov or 920-720-7110.

How to Help
Community members can help 
those affected by the tornado in 
several ways.
• Volunteer Fox Cities is coordi-
nating the need for volunteers 
to help with clean-up and the af-
termath of the storm. Volunteers 
can either call 920-832-9360 or 
visit volunteerfoxcities.org/2026-
storms.
• The United Way Fox Cities is 
working with the Community 
Foundations of the Fox Valley Re-
gion to set up a donation fund to 
help those affected by the storm. 
Contact the United Way at 920-
954-7210 to donate.
• Donation sites. The UW Win-
nebago Campus on Midway 
Road in Menasha is collecting 
sports drinks, paper products, 
including paper plates and plastic 
silverware, non-perishable food, 
garbage bags and hygiene prod-
ucts. The Community Clothes 
Closet, 1465-B Opportunity Way, 
Menasha, and Gunderson Clean-
ers are collecting clothing, towels 
and bedding.

Storm clean-up
from Page 1
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Worship Discover
a place
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for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512
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St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCAA]

North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961

www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 9 a.m.

Thursdays at 6 p.m. Starting June 11 

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

YOU CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

You’re invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

All are welcome!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community withWe are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. 

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! 

Check us out atCheck us out at
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha1366 Appleton Road in Menasha

 Proclaiming the Gospel
 Strengthening Believers
 Serving Others
 Supporting Neenah Lutheran School – 3K to 8

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

Worship Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am

  436 S. Lake St.
  Neenah, WI  54956
  (920) 725-1330

www.martinlutherneenah.org

WELS

SERVICE TIMES:
SATURDAYS @ 5PM, SUNDAYS @ 9AM

1228 S. PARK AVE. NEENAH, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510   |   WWW.PEACENEENAH.COMREACHING OUT.    SERVING JESUS.    CELEBRATING HIS LOVE.

Divine 
Services:

Sunday morning 9:00 a.m.
Monday evening 6:30 p.m.

Ask me about Grace!

www.facebook.com/grace.neenah

1390 Breezewood Lane, Neenah, WI  54956
920-722-5550  |  www.graceneenah.com

nificant damage. The glass in its steeple 
was blown out, allowing rain to pour into 
the chancel and onto the Steinway pia-
no. He said the building has broken win-
dows, damage to the sanctuary roof, a tree 
through the garage roof, and rooftop con-
duit, gutters, trim, screens and other build-
ing components torn away by the storm. 

“One of the more unusual sights has 
been in some of our flower beds, where it 
appears the tornado simply pulled the flow-
ers out of the ground, roots and all,” VanEss 
said. “And yet, as painful as all of this is, 
these are still just things.”

Others in the area cleaning up from the 
storm were shocked by what they saw af-
terward. 

Kurt Metko of Best Quality Tree Service 
was surveying tornado damage Tuesday on 
Doty Island.

“I’ve been doing tree work for more than 
30 years, and I’ve never seen damage like 
this,” Metko said. “There are thousands of 
downed trees, along with many more that 
are damaged and unsafe. Even trees that 
are still standing have broken limbs and 
structural damage that will have to be ad-
dressed.”

Metko said the community needs to be 
prepared for how long all of the recovery 
work might take.

“In my estimation, it’s going to take at 

Storm reaction
from Page 1

least two years — probably longer — to 
deal with all of the cleanup, including re-
moving fallen trees, taking down damaged 
trees and eliminating hazardous hanging 
limbs,” Metko said. 

As Town of Neenah chairman Bob 
Schmeichel was overseeing recovery ef-
forts, checking roads, coordinating with 
county officials and utility contractors, and 
assessing damage throughout the affected 
neighborhoods, he was making sure no-
body was still in harm’s way. 

“We’re doing the best we can with 
what we’ve got — or what we don’t have,” 
Schmeichel said. “The good Lord spared 
everyone from injuries and fatalities. Trees 
can be replaced. Houses can be replaced. 
It’s going to be difficult, and it’s going to 
take some time.”

The Neenah Soccer Club reported that 
its soccer complex on Earl Street, home to 
its academy program and 10U rec program, 
took a direct hit.

Damage included a pavilion collapsing, 
the kitchen and concession area losing its 
roof and door, picnic tables were throw 
across the property with some landing on 
cars across the road, some of the goals were 
destroyed with some described as crum-
pling like tin foil and other goals missing, 

including two found in trees across the 
road. 

Club leadership is planning cleanup to 
get the complex back in shape for its play-
ers. 

VanEss said the top priority in the situa-
tion was checking on church members and 
families to make sure everyone was safe. 

“People are processing trauma and shock 
in different ways,” VanEss said. “Some 
among us have lost homes. Others have 
suffered significant damage to their proper-
ty. Many are facing uncertainty about what 
comes next. Our hearts are breaking.”

He urged everyone in the community to 
work together during the recovery process. 

“In the days ahead, there will be much 
work to do,” VanEss said. “We will need pa-
tience. We will need one another. We will 
need to accept help when it is offered and 
extend grace when emotions run high.”

VanEss said to continue looking for signs 
of hope even in the midst of debris. 

“For the moment, we need time,” Va-
nEss said. “Time to have the power lines 
removed. Time to make the building and 
grounds safe. Time to connect with people, 
assess the damage, organize our efforts and 
make a plan for what comes next.”

Michael Cooney contributed to this report.

Call for an appointment today!

920.267.4999

FoxValleyHearingCenter.com

Neenah  •  Oshkosh  •  Appleton  •  Ripon

Raising the 
Standard of 
Hearing Care
Fox Valley Hearing Center is proud to 
be a HearingLoss.com®-Certified clinic, 
committed to following comprehensive 
audiologic best practices to help you hear 
your best and provide an exceptional 
patient experience.
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Now Offering 20 and    
30 yard dumpster for 

Commercial and 
Industrial use only.

Call for rates and 
availability.

Locally Owned & Operated 
Neenah, WI

920-312-6616
qualitywastedisposalwi@gmail.com

PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

WrightwayBuilt.com  |  920-232-5600

1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh, WI

ON YOUR NEXT ABC SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING PROJECT

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  | 920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI
*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $2500 on complete ABC Seamless steel siding project over 

1,200 sq ft. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 
prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

VISIT OUR OSHKOSH 
SHOWROOM

EST

1977

Monday
8 AM-11 AM

Tuesday
9 AM-1 PM

Wednesday
10 AM-3 PM

Thursday
12 PM-4 PM

AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

FINANCING 
OPTIONS

3 Easy Payment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years
6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

Windows worth
talking about

$250 per Window
$750 per Patio Door

EXPIRES 08/31/2026

Neenah News

Plans have been announced for two 
business development projects at Witt-
man Regional Airport in Oshkosh.

High Flying Hangars, which is based in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, signed a letter 
of intent with Wittman to develop a pre-
mier hangar community on 8.8 acres of 
land on the field’s northeast side between 
the approach end of Runway 23 and the 
airport terminal building.

According to High Flying Hangars CEO 
Kenny Hinkes, the project will include up 
to 35 premium aircraft hangars ranging in 
size from 50 feet by 40 feet to 80 feet by 80 
feet. An exclusive 7,000-square-foot club-
house for hangar owners will also be built.

As part of the project — which was an-
nounced July 22 during EAA’s AirVenture 
— a limited number of two-story 80-foot 
by 80-foot executive hangars will be avail-
able. These 6,400-square-foot hangars will 
include multiple crew rest suites, meeting 
space, a full kitchen, entertainment areas 
and a rooftop sky deck overlooking the 
airport.

“Every pilot has a connection to Osh-
kosh,” Hinkes said. “It’s where the aviation 
community comes together each year to 
celebrate everything we love about flying. 
Our goal is to create a hangar communi-
ty that reflects the prestige of this airport 
while giving owners a first-class place to 
base their aircraft and enjoy the camarade-
rie that makes Oshkosh so special.”

More information about the project, 
including pricing details, will be shared as 
the project moves forward.

Last month, the Winnebago County 
Board of Supervisors approved a 50-year 
year lease with Volare Hangars at Osh-
kosh Aviation Park to develop 47 acres on 
county-owned land at the airport. Volare 
plans to build more than 100 hangars and 
other aeronautical use facilities, including 
aircraft parking aprons and vehicle park-
ing spaces at the park, which is on the air-
port’s southeast side.

Volare earlier last week released prelim-
inary site renderings for its planned devel-
opment at the airport, providing details 
on the vision for the  approximately 80-
acre  aviation-focused development.  The 
City of Oshkosh also has approved  a 
$967,400 land sale to Volare for  rough-
ly 22 acres of property.

The initial concept includes multiple 

buildings featuring approximately 200-by-
200-foot aviation business space, large 
corporate and business hangars measur-
ing 150-by-150 feet and 85-by-85 feet, as 
well as midsize and personal hangars in a 
variety of configurations, including 60-by-
60-foot, 70-by-60-foot, and 50-by-40-foot 
layouts. 

Rich with amenities, developers said 
the development also includes plans for 
a fuel farm, taxiway, gate entry, gated long 
term parking and  aircraft  wash bay to 
support  the  aviation park.  Customizable 
buildouts will cater to a variety of aviation 
uses with direct taxiway access to Wittman 
Regional Airport.  

One of the highlights of the develop-
ment will be rooftop viewing decks  fea-
turing views year-round as well as 
during EAA AirVenture.

Adjacent property to the east of Aeroin-
novate Way is planned for complementary 
businesses and  mixed-use development, 
creating  additional  opportunities  within 
the Oshkosh Aviation Park. The final site 
plan will continue to evolve throughout 
the planning process  in  response  to 
market demand and future development 

Submitted photo

Volare Hangars is planning to develop the aviation-focused Oshkosh Aviation Park at Wittman Regional Airport.

Projects announced to provide airport development

opportunities. 
Construction  of  the  hangars is  antic-

ipated  to begin in 2028, subject to final 
approvals, infrastructure improvements 
and market conditions. The development 
is intended to support continued growth 
at  Wittman Regional Airport while 
advancing the long-term vision  estab-
lished  by Volare Hangars, the Greater 
Oshkosh Economic Development 
Corporation (GOEDC), Winnebago 
County and the City of Oshkosh to create 

a year-round destination for aviation busi-
nesses and enthusiasts. 

Located at Wittman Regional Airport, 
the Oshkosh Aviation Park is designed to 
build upon Oshkosh’s reputation as a pre-
mier aviation destination and the home of 
EAA AirVenture. The development will 
complement the region’s growing aviation 
industry while supporting economic de-
velopment, business investment and ex-
panded opportunities for aviation-related 
companies. 

EXPERIENCE.
COMPASSION.
RESULTS.
As a Realtor® specializing in senior moves, 
rightsizing, and estates, WE provide trusted 
guidance to make every transition smooth and 
respectful.
TURN TO THE REALTORS 
SENIORS TRUST, RESPECT, 
AND RECOMMEND.

Wade & Annette Hetrick, Realtor® | Owner/ Brokers Acre Realty | Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES)

CALL TODAY 920-832-8648
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(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT
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BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

          Reach 22,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $24/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
   advertise@neenahnews.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems

• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Lighting Solutions • Much More 
Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773 
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, LLC

Licensed/Insured

Mike Gauger
ISA Certified Arborist (R)

WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Pruning – Removal
Stump Grinding

Commercial Snow Removal

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work
Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial
920-830-3788

www.areawaterproofing.com

We’re Ready To 
Help 24/7

920-260-6660 
911restorationoshkosh.com

The blueprint for your “Fresh Start” 
is just a phone call away. 

RESTORATION SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Greg Wisnefske
40 years of experience

C: 920.500.0731 | H: 920.836.3086 
gwisnefske7779@gmail.com
7779 Oakwood Ave, Neenah

• Decks
• Flooring
• Windows
• Interior Painting
• Remodeling
• and much more!

LAWN EQUIPMENT

DB’S
POWER CENTER

– Sales & Service
– Pickup & Delivery

– Repairs of all makes
– STIHL & Husqvarna brands

PROUDLY SERVING 
NEENAH SINCE 2016

920.486.1231
1314 S. COMMERCIAL ST.

PROPERTY SERVICES

We are 
YOUR Local 

‘Ink Link’ 
for ALL 

Print Projects!

• Holiday Cards
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• Graduation Cards
• Copies, Brochures
• Flyers, Posters
• & MORE!

920-582-4541920-582-4541
908 E Main • Winneconne908 E Main • Winneconne
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.commaekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

Standard & Custom Designs

EXTERIOR CONTRACTOR

Siding-Vinyl and LP Smartside
Windows/Doors-Pella and Provia

Roofing-50 year GAF Warranty
Gutters and Leaf Protection
Soffit, Fascia, and Repairs

Insurance Claims

Call Neenah Resident Mike at
920-417-8199

RidgeTopExteriors.com
SINCE 2002 WITH MANY 5 STAR REVIEWS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

REAL ESTATE

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

BRIDGE REALTY
PARTNERS

Broker/Owner, REALTOR®

COLIN
DANIELS

CALL TODAY!

920.574.0619
colin@colindaniels.com

C O L I N D A N I E L S . C O M

HANDYMAN / HOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICES

Put Your Business Where 
the Community Looks. 
Advertise weekly in the Business Service Directory in the Oshkosh 
Herald, Neenah News and Winneconne News and reach 90,000+ 
local readers. 

Affordable visibility for less than $65 per week.
Call 920-385-4512 today to learn more.
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Neenah News

With dry and unseasonably cool weath-
er for most of the week, this year’s EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh 2026 set a prelimi-
nary attendance record.

EAA CEO/Chairman Jack Pelton said 
the estimated attendance this year was 
734,000, up from 704,000 a year ago. He 
said attendance records have been set on 
an annual basis for almost a decade.

“While it’s gratifying to see a record at-
tendance total again this year – which is a 
credit to our dedicated volunteers, staff, 
and partners – our goal each year is not 
to chase numbers but to showcase EAA’s 
community and share our mission of 
growing participation in aviation by shar-
ing The Spirit of Aviation,” Pelton said. 

This year’s event focused on celebrat-
ing America’s 250th anniversary, with the 
largest attendance Wednesday and Satur-
day. Night air shows with fireworks, lasers, 
drones, lighted planes and more celebrat-
ed the patriotic theme on those days. 

“The celebration of America 250 also 
became an amazing week at The World’s 
Greatest Aviation Celebration at Osh-
kosh,” Pelton said. “So many highlights 
and memories emerged from the grounds 
over the seven days that made this year at 
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh unforgettable.”

International guests from 98 countries 
registered at the International Visitors Pa-
vilion. More than 10,000 aircraft arrived 
at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh 
and other airports in east-central Wiscon-
sin. At Wittman alone, there were 15,527 
aircraft operations in the period from 
noon July 16 to noon July 27, which is an 
average of approximately 101 takeoffs/
landings per hour when the airport is 
open.

As the focus turns to next year’s EAA 
AirVenture scheduled for July 26-Aug. 1, 
2027, part of the focus will be on celebrat-
ing the 100th anniversary of Charles Lind-
bergh’s solo trans-Atlantic flight from New 
York to Paris.

Neenah News 

The Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team, known as the Red Arrows, form a heart in the sky to 
thank the crowd at EAA AirVenture for their support. The Red Arrows were making an ap-
pearance at the event for the first time.

EAA AirVenture continues setting attendance records
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Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 

1-855-943-6279

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax 

deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-844-406-2647 today!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-920-3533

For Sale-Cockapoo Pups, Shots, Wormed, 
Dews Removed, Vet-Checked, Can Deliver. 

$700, each.  License #269146 Also have 
Moyen Golden-doodles pups call for info. 

715-255-2661

Golden Irish Puppies!! Born May16/26! 
Shots wormed 2-Female, 1-Male! $800 

715-644-8762

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

For Sale

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad
Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  

Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds

Submitted photo

Kylee Kurszewski (left) became the first female wrestler in Neenah history to earn all-Ameri-
can status at the USA Wrestling National Championships in Fargo, N.D., recently.

Kurszewski, Koch shine at 
USA Wrestling national meet
Neenah News

A pair of former Neenah High School 
wrestling standouts earned all-American 
honors at the USA Wrestling National 
Championships that took place in Fargo, 
N.D., recently. 

Kylee Kurszewski and Declan Koch 
each garnered all-American status by fin-
ishing in the top eight of their respective 
weight classes. 

Kurszewski becomes the first Neenah 
female wrestler to earn all-American sta-
tus after placing sixth in the Junior Girls 
125-pound weight class at the tourna-
ment. 

The Wartburg College recruit was a 
four-time WIAA state qualifier for the 
Rockets and a three-time state placewin-
ner, including earning runner-up honors 
in 2025. 

Koch earned all-American honors for 
the fourth time in his career, placing fourth 
at this year’s event in the Freestyle Junior 
165-pound class. He finished seventh last 
year in the freestyle tournament, while 
earning all-American honors previously 
in the 16U Greco Roman tournaments in 
2022 and 2023, when he placed second 
and fourth in the country, respectively.

Koch, who will be attending the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa to wrestle next 
year, was the 2026 WIAA Division 1 State 
Champion at 165 pounds, after finishing 
second at the state tournament in the pre-
vious two year. He placed in the top three 

all four years on high school.
The USA Wrestling Championships fea-

tures the top wrestlers from each state in 
the country and hosts competitions in the 
16U and Junior classes in both the Free-
style and Greco-Roman disciplines.

Submitted photo

Declan Koch earned all-American honors 
for the fourth time in his career at the USA 
Wrestling National Championships held in 
Fargo, N.D., recently.

Public library calendar
Aug. 3

Stitching Group 1 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meet-up 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 4
Toddle Time Storytime (ages 12-24 

months) 9:15 a.m.
Adaptive Storytime (ages 0-5) 10 a.m.
Storytime for Everyone (all ages) at Val-

ley VNA 10 a.m.
Family Program: DIY School Supplies 

1:30 p.m.
Powered by Yarn 6:30 p.m.

Aug. 5
Baby Time Storytime (birth to 12 

months) 9:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (ages 2-6) 

10 a.m.
Art Explorers noon

Aug. 6
Wee Read Storytime w/ ASL Interpre-

tation (ages 2 and up) 10 a.m.
Tween Create Lab: Build-a-Board Tic 

Tac Toe Edition 1:30 p.m.
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

Aug. 7
Sunrise Yoga with Sarah Broda 6:30 

a.m.

Aug. 10
Stitching Group 1 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meet-up 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 11
Legal Assistance Clinic 4:30 p.m.

Aug. 13
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale 10 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

Aug. 14
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 15
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale: Bag Day 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Aug. 16
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale: FREE Day! noon – 4 p.m.

Aug. 17
Friends of the Neenah Public Library 

Book Sale: FREE Day! 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Stitching Group 1 p.m.
Memory Cafe at Valley VNA 1:30 p.m.
Not Quite Cozy Mystery Book Club 

6:30 p.m.

Aug. 18
Family Program: Splatter Lab 1:30 p.m.
Cookbook Book Club 6:30 p.m.

Aug. 19
Art Explorers noon

Aug. 20
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

Aug. 21
Sunrise Yoga with Sarah Broda 6:30 

a.m.

Aug. 24
Monday Morning Book Klatch 10 a.m.
Stitching Group 1 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meet-up 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 25
Movie Talks: The Princess Bride 6:30 

p.m.

Aug. 26
Art Explorers noon

Aug. 27
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

Aug. 31
Stitching Group 1 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meet-up 5:30 p.m.
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Imagine you are electric! What would 
your superhero name be? How would you 
use your electric powers to help people?

Shocking Superhero

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Look through the 
newspaper and find 
ten words that start 
with the letter M. 
Cut out the words 

and glue them onto 
a piece of paper in 

A-B-C order.
Standards Link: Spelling: 

Arrange words in 
alphabetical order.

Word Sorter

S’mores are a favorite 
campsite treat. National 
S’mores Day celebrates 
this tasty, sticky, gooey 
summer treat. Did you 
know you can eat s’mores 
at other places than a 
campfire? They can be 
baked in the oven or 
microwave—or even 
made with the heat from 
the sun!

• 8 sticks for toasting 
the marshmallows

• 16 graham crackers

• 8 bars plain chocolate 
(any of the good plain 
brands broken in two)

• 16 marshmallows

Have you ever wondered where the name marshmallow comes from? To find the answer, you go to the wetlands or the marsh!

For centuries, 
people boiled the roots of the 
mallow plant to 
make a sweet, 
white, sticky goo.

This mallow 
plant grew in 
the marsh, so 
they called it a 
marsh mallow.

The original marshmallow confections were created by mixing this goo with sugar or honey.

Today, marshmallows are no longer made from the mallow plant. But the name has stuck!

S= The 
number 
of times the word goo appears in this article multiplied 
by 3.

K = The 
number 
of words in the 
explanation of 
how s’more got 
its name.

17 1 8 11 6

1 8 8 1 4

W = The number of chocolate bars in 
the Girl Scout 

Handbook recipe 
for s’mores plus 3.

E = The 
number of 
ingredients 
mentioned in the 
Girl Scout’s recipe 
for s’mores. O = The 

number of 
servings of 
s’mores the recipe at left makes.

How many 
s’mores 
can you 
�nd on 

this page?

Toast two marshmallows over the coals to a crispy gooey 
state. Then put them inside a graham cracker and chocolate 
bar sandwich.

The heat of the marshmallow between the halves of 
chocolate bar will melt the chocolate bar a bit. Though it 
tastes like “some more,” one is really enough. 
Makes 8 servings.
(From Tramping and Trailing with the Girl Scouts, Girl Scouts of the USA, 1927)
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It was a ________________ and 

______________ night. The sky was full of 

_____________ and you couldn’t see the 

________. I was ______________ through 

the woods. Suddenly, a ________ 

__________________ out of the 

______________. I stopped and closed my 

_________________ and started to 

_____________. I heard the most 

_____________  _________________ I had 

ever heard. I didn’t wait any longer. 

I __________________ like a 

______________ and quickly 

________________ back to my 

_____________________ as fast as I could.

A campfire, s’mores and a good story add up to a great 
summer night.

Ask a pal for words to complete this silly story, then 
read it aloud.

Standards Link: Reading: Use context clues to determine the meaning of 
words; Grammar: Recognize and use adjectives, verbs and nouns.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

CAMPFIRE
BAKED
RECIPE
SCOUTS
CHOCOLATE
CRACKERS
MELT
BARS
GIRL
MARSH
PLANT
SUGAR
HONEY
ROOTS
DIGITS
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The Landon family makes a trip to 
Death Valley National Park 
accompanied by a mysterious new 
foster child, fourteen-year-old 
Leesa Sherman.

Unscramble the title of this book. 
Then, check it out at your 
local library!

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Standards Link: Reading: Use reading skills and strategies 
to understand a variety of informational texts.

Misty, my grandma 
sent me another 

mystery in the mail! 
Check it out!

I just love a 
tasty mystery!

Standards Link: Word Analysis: Understand word origins.

N = Add 
the first 
two digits of the year that the 

first s’mores recipe was 

published. Subtract the number 

you get by adding the last two 

digits of that same year.

The s’more 
got its name 
by the 
campfire. 
After eating 
them, kids 
shouted 
out “gimme 
some more!”
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