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TOGETHER IN REMEMBRANCE ON INDEPENDENCE DAY

As Part of Downtown Neenah Since 1941

Westgor Funeral Homes  
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah, (920) 722-7151
1140 Appleton Road, Menasha, (920) 720-0314 

www.westgorfuneralhomes.com
 Contact usContact us to learn more about our memorial services and 

how we can help you during this time of reflection.
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TOGETHER IN REMEMBRANCE ON 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

This 4th of July, as we celebrate 250 years 
of freedom, we also take a moment to 

remember those who are no longer with us. 
At Westgor Funeral Home, we understand 

the importance of honoring the memories of 
your loved ones. Our team is here to offer 

you comfort and support in creating
lasting tributes.

By Pamela Hart
News Contributor

Neenah resident Vicki Hanson has been 
recognized for her efforts to promote pa-
triotism and Americanism. 

Earlier this year, Hanson received the 
2026 Outstanding Americanism Person 
of the Year award for her contributions 
to the advancement of American Legion 
Auxiliary (ALA) programs and activities 
dedicated to God and country.

The award is presented to a community 
member who demonstrates outstanding 
leadership and service, and commitment 
to patriotic education and community ser-
vice. The recipient is one who has made an 
impact on youth through school programs 

and activities in addition to honoring vet-
erans and promoting civic values.

Hanson has devoted her time designing 
the float for the Neen-
ah-Menasha Memo-
rial Day and Flag Day 
parades. She has been 
recognized for promot-
ing Junior and ALA 
programs of which she 
leads Junior ALA girls 
in flag etiquette and 
taught them the Pledge 
of Allegiance. The Ju-

niors led the pledge at the Blue Star/Gold 
Star mother community event.

ALA provides opportunities for youth 

aged 17 and under to become engaged, 
productive members in society. Hanson 
focuses on the children and youth pro-
gram where she helped Juniors earn six 
patches last year. 

The Juniors served veterans at King Vet-
erans Home in Waupaca with Valentine 
bingo and homemade cards. They joined 
senior ALA members for Christmas carol-
ing in the community, served cake at local 
restaurants for Purple Up Day for mili-
tary children, presented roses for Military 
Spouse Day and made seasonal cards and 
gifts for American Legion members.

Committed to serving the community 

Resident devoted to community service

Hanson

See Hanson honored on Page 4
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Greetings from Neenah
Artist Leif Larson has created a Greetings from Neenah mural on the side of Greene’s Pour House. Over the past few weeks, 
visitors to downtown Neenah have been able to watch as Larson’s work has progressed and come to life. Richard and Amy Jo 
Aylward provided support to help make the project possible.

Neenah coaching legend Einerson passes away at 93
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

The Neenah basketball community lost 
a legend last week. 

Former boys basketball coach Ron 
Einerson, who led the Rockets to a pair 
of state titles and finished his career with 
more than 550 wins, passed away in Mid-
dleton on June 22. 

“He was an iconic figure,” current Neen-
ah boys basketball coach Lee Rabas said. 
“Not just in this part of the state but an 
iconic figure statewide. He was someone 
who was respected by everybody in the 

profession across the entire state.” 
Einerson arrived in Neenah in 1968 and 

began a run of unprec-
edented success with 
the Rockets. 

Einerson guided 
Neenah to 10 WIAA 
State basketball tour-
naments, including 
winning titles in 1975 
and 1978. His teams 
finished second four 
times (1969, 1970, 

1972, 1988) and was also third in 1971. 

Overall, Neenah has made 30 trips to 
the WIAA state tournament – the most 
of any school in the state – and Einerson’s 
teams were responsible for a third of that 
total. 

“Coach was very competitive but every-
thing he did, he did it with class. That’s the 
one thing I remember the most and the 
one thing I try to emulate the most,” said 
Dennis Ruedinger, who graduated from 
Neenah in 1992. “Coach Einerson has 
had a profound impact on me as a human 
being and as a basketball player. I certain-
ly cherish that opportunity to have him 

mentor me.”
Einerson’s teams captured 12 Fox Valley 

Association championships in his tenure 
and established themselves as a power-
house in the league. 

Neenah finished below fifth place only 
once in his 25 years at Neenah and had a 
stretch in the 1970s and 80s where they 
finished .500 or better in league play in 18 
of 19 seasons. 

“There is something to be said for con-
sistent domination and in the 70s and 80s, Einerson

See Coaching legend on Page 9
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AT THE LEACH AMPHITHEATER

GATES OPEN 5:45 PM

IN LINE BEFORE 7 PM IN LINE AFTER 7 PM

Next up: JULY 16TH
VERTICAL HORIZON
DYLAN CHAMBERS

THURSDAY, JULY 9

UPROOTED BAND 
with Michael Glabicki of Rusted Root

STEELY DANE

WWW.WATERFEST.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO ON UPCOMING SHOWS
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THURSDAY, JULY 31
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Encore Performance
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Next up: JULY 7TH
Steely Dane

$15
$10
$5

General Admission
After 7PM

General Admission
Before 7PM

In Line by 6PM

SHINING STAR
Authentical 

theatrical Earth, 
Wind & Fire 

Show

Rose Canyon 
Band

GENERAL ADMISSION $10 GENERAL ADMISSION $20

VIP RESERVED $30

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH
920.751.4658 | BMMGLASS.COM

As always, admission is FREE!

Extraordinary
Glass Experiences

Visit Bergstrom-Mahler
Museum of Glass
this Summer!
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All advertisements are subject to the 
applicable rate card, copies of which 
are available from our Advertising 
Department. All ads are subject to 
approval before publication. Osh-
kosh Herald LLC dba Neenah News 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, 
reject, classify or cancel any ad at 
any time. Errors must be reported in 
the first day of publication. Osh-
kosh Herald LLC dba Neenah News 
shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error 
in or omission of an advertisement. 
No refunds will be given for early 
cancellation of an order.

Advertising deadline is noon 
Friday for the following Friday.
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Neenah

Friday, July 3
Community Fest Parade of Lights, 9 

p.m. 

Saturday, July 4
Community Fest, 11:30 a.m., River-

side Park
Neenah Community Band at Com-

munity Fest, 7:45 p.m., Riverside Park
Festival Foods Fireworks, 9:45 p.m., 

Riverside Park

Tuesday, July 7
Doty Cabin Museum presents We 

The People of Neenah and Menasha 
Reflections of Native American Life by 
Cathy Caldwell, 6:30 p.m., Neenah Pub-
lic Library

Wednesday, July 8 
Lunchtime Organ Recital Series fea-

turing Don Verkuulen, 12:15 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 200 S. Church St.

Future Neenah Evening Concert fea-
turing Party Animal, 6 p.m., Shattuck 
Park

Friday, July 10
Summer Fun Fest, 2 p.m., Evergreen 

Credit Union, 1500 W. American Drive

Saturday, July 11
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Filthy Fun Run, 8:15 a.m., O’Hauser 

Park, Fox Crossing
Art Activity Day: Dandy Dandelions, 

10 a.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of 
Glass

Sunday, July 12
Meet Author Molly Weinfurter, 11 

a.m., The Plaza and Globe Coffee
Neenah Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., 

Memorial Park

Tuesday, July 14
Neenah Community Band Concert, 7 

p.m., Riverside Park

Wednesday, July 15 
Future Neenah Evening Concert fea-

turing The Britins, 6 p.m., Shattuck Park

Thursday, July 16
Future Neenah Out to Lunch Con-

cert featuring Randy Peterson (kids 
concert), 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park

Calendar 
of events

Photo from Neenah History Society

Community Fest Parade 1983 
Established in 1982, Community Fest has become part of the Fourth of July tradi-
tions in Neenah and Menasha. This library parade entry features adults and kids 
marching to celebrate the public library’s youth department.  

Neenah News

A new conservation program is sup-
porting the Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance’s 
Natural Resilience pillar through long-
term and permanent conservation prac-
tices across the Fox-Wolf Basin. 

The Rooted & Resilient program is sup-
ported by a new $4.3 million investment 
through Advancing Markets for Producers 
(AMP) funded through USDA, adding to 
existing Great Lakes Commission (GLC) 
funding and Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative (GLRI) funding through the EPA. 
These investments bring total program 
funding to $6 million.

Program partners include Brown Coun-
ty, Calumet County, Fond du Lac County, 

Outagamie County, Waushara County, 
Winnebago County, Oneida Nation and 
Pheasants Forever.

Over time, wetland loss, stream chan-
nelization, and land development have re-
duced the basin’s natural ability to absorb 
and manage water. 

As rainfall and snowmelt move quickly 
across the landscape, runoff carries sedi-
ment and nutrients into local waterways, 
contributing to erosion and water quality 
challenges.

Rooted & Resilient works to restore 
natural watershed functions through prac-
tical conservation solutions on agricultur-
al land, particularly marginal acres that are 
difficult or unprofitable to farm.

Program advances natural resilience
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Please be advised the Neenah News will have 
early deadlines for the July 3rd issue:
Space and copy deadline: Friday, June 26, 2026 NOON
Materials complete deadline: Monday, June 29, 2026 3PM 
This is for classified and display advertising. 
OBITS deadline is Monday, June 29 at 3 PM

EARLY 4TH OF JULY HOLIDAY DEADLINES

920-486-1616
www.neenahnews.com

The Neenah News office is closed on July 3rd

Member SIPC

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-3 AECSPAD

It's never too early to start 
saving for tomorrow.
Let's talk.

Shane Zillmer, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Avenue
Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

> edwardjones.com

Photo from Neenah Public Library 

Shirt making	
Volunteers from Plexus Corp. helped kids with an outdoor project last week at the 
Neenah Public Library. The group made colorful shirts together during the library’s 
tie-dye program.

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

The Neenah Public Services and Safety 
Committee will discuss and may act on 
Flock Safety cameras at its next meeting 
on Tuesday.

After two consecutive meetings with 
community members speaking out against 
the use of Flock cameras, alderman Brian 
Defferding said it is 
time for the committee 
to discuss whether the 
city should cancel its 
contract with Flock or 
continue its contract 
until it ends in the fall 
of 2028.

“We have had sig-
nificant input from 
the community on this 
issue,” Defferding said. “We’ve had two 
meetings with a lot of public speakers, and 
I’ve received a significant amount of email 
on the subject. I think this is a discussion 
that the common council needs to have.”

The committee’s two June meetings 
each featured about 20 community mem-
bers speaking out against the cameras, 
which read license plates and note iden-
tifying information about the vehicle in-
cluding its make, model and color. 

At the June 9 meeting, Police Chief 
Aaron Olson discussed how the city uses 
its 12 Flock cameras to help solve crimes. 
At the June 23 meeting, Max Weinstein, 
Flock’s Director of Public Trust and Tech-
nology, presented on the company’s tech-

nology and security, but did not have all 
the answers committee members were 
looking for.

Defferding, who was elected to the 
council in April, asked to have the Flock 
cameras added to the committee agenda. 

“I had questions both about the honesty 
of (Flock) and thought we should have a 
constitutional discussion about wheth-
er we should be putting our citizens un-
der this amount of surveillance,” he said. 
“Then, we heard about what happened in 
Oshkosh and I thought it was really time 
to discuss it.”

In April, a Flock representative was 
asked by the Oshkosh Common Council 
if the license plate cameras created heat 
maps of a vehicle’s movements. The rep-
resentative replied no. The next day the 
Oshkosh police chief went into the station 
and was notified by staff that Flock did 
create a heat map of vehicles. The council 
then voted to end its contract with Flock.

In Appleton, the city canceled its con-
tract with Flock in May due to a loss of 
trust in the system’s integrity and a lack of 
control over how other outside agencies 
used the city’s data. In June, Grand Chute 
canceled its contract with Flock.

Defferding said if Neenah decides to 
cancel its contract with Flock, there will 
be a lot of questions to answer. 

“We will need to figure out what the 
payment looks like, what do we do with 
the cameras in the meantime, how do we 
get them taken down?” he said. “You just 
don’t cancel the contract and they disap-
pear.” 

Safety panel to discuss 
Flock camera usage in city

Neenah News

Erica Chicchirichi, a certified lactation 
counselor and a pediatric registered nurse, 
is starting a free breastfeeding and infant 
feeding support group this summer at the 
Neenah Public Library. 

“After finding out first-hand and doing 
a lot of research on my own, I have found 
there is a lack of breastfeeding support 
specifically in Neenah, and I’m excited to 
volunteer my time and expertise to help 
our community,” Chicchirichi said.

The group, which is targeted for parents 
with babies one year and under, will meet 
at 10 a.m. July 27 and Aug. 24. 

Those attending will have the oppor-
tunity to connect with other parents and 
caregivers. Chicchirichi hopes to provide 
a supportive environment for all parents 
that are breastfeeding, pumping and bot-
tle feeding or a combination.

There will be opportunities for guest 
speakers from other maternal and infant 
specialists such as maternal mental health, 
infant speech therapists, pelvic floor phys-
ical therapists and more.

An infant scale will be available for 
weighted feeds.

Chicchirichi is working on collecting 

Plans underway for infant feeding support group
donations of breast pumps and accesso-
ries as well as other infant feeding prod-
ucts like bottles, breastfeeding friendly 
clothing items and more. 

“I already have some donated items 
from community members,” Chicchirichi 
said.

She plans on setting up somewhat of a 
“little free library” with breastfeeding and 
pumping supplies for community mem-
bers to browse for items they may need or 
that community members will have access 
to during the meetings – dependent on 
availability and available on a first come, 
first serve basis.

Neenah News

The Lake Butte des Morts boat landing 
will close Sunday for the remaining boat-
ing season as part of a $2.1 million con-
struction project.

The boat landing at 5316 Leonard Point 
Road in Omro will reopen in 2027.

The construction project will bring a new 
look to the boat landing, including replac-
ing the two ramps, doubling the parking lot 
to 68 spaces, adding a new bathroom shel-
ter with running water, dredging the bay to 
make the water deeper and adding more 
lighting and security cameras.

Boat landing to close for rest of season

Defferding
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FREE Respite

A safe and engaging activity for people with memory loss
and a chance to rejuvenate their care partners.

Brought to you by Memory Care Respite Partners

Neenah Respite

First and Second Monday 
of each month 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church
200 N. Commercial St | Neenah

Call 920-383-1180 to Pre-Register

Oshkosh Respite

Second and Fourth Tuesday of each
month 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church
1860 Wisconsin St. | Oshkosh

Call 920-727-5555 to Pre-Register

Two (2) hours of Respite Care provided by 
       Valley VNA Senior Care Staff

Volunteer-led program includes activities, music, & snacks
Care partners can participate or take time for themselves
FREE

EXPERIENCE.
COMPASSION.
RESULTS.
As a Realtor® specializing in senior moves, 
rightsizing, and estates, WE provide trusted 
guidance to make every transition smooth and 
respectful.
TURN TO THE REALTORS 
SENIORS TRUST, RESPECT, 
AND RECOMMEND.

Wade & Annette Hetrick, Realtor® | Owner/ Brokers Acre Realty | Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES)

CALL TODAY 920-832-8648

Neenah News

Market fun
Saturday was Kids’ Day at the Future Neenah Farmers Market in Shattuck Park. Fam-
ilies could enjoy the morning with activities including a bounce house, crafts and games. 
New at the event this year, six kid vendors were selling their own handmade creations. 

By Hope Hahn
News Contributor

Thirteen-year old Aubryn Stinson, who 
lives in Neenah, is planning a charity gala 
to benefit the Greater Fox Cities Area 
Habitat for Humanity. 

The Hollywood for Humanity Gala will 
take place from 6 to 10 p.m. July 16 at Em-
prise Brewmill in downtown Menasha.

“This gala means so much to me, and I 
really want it to do as much good in our 
community as possible,” Stinson said. 
“We’ll all have a blast together, so be sure 
to buy your tickets and help us end home-
lessness one house at a time.”

All funds raised from the gala will go to 
Habitat for Humanity to build house 401. 

Guests will enter into the gala space on 
red carpet, escorted up the staircase for 
those who would like a helping hand. Ad-
ditionally, guests will also get their photos 
taken in front of a historic wall by profes-
sional photographers, all the while grazing 
from a generous spread of delicious appe-
tizers and enjoying music and dancing on 
the dance floor with a DJ. 

The event also includes raffle baskets, 
a silent auction and a 50/50 raffle. It is a 
great opportunity for the community to 
come together to help build the house, 
Stinson said. Tickets for the event are $45 
each and should be bought in advance.

The gala is sponsored by Congregation-
al United Church of Christ Neenah Me-
nasha (CUCCNM). Stinson would like to 
thank Craig Zoltowski for lending a hand 
at the Brewmill event.

CUCCNM helped the Greater Fox Cit-
ies Area Habitat for Humanity build its 
first house, and with every 100 houses, it 
has become a tradition to help raise funds, 

and help build houses 101, 201, 301 and 
now 401, which will be located in the Fox 
Valley.

The build for house 401 begins in spring 
2027, but before that happens, it needs to 
raise $125,000. Stinson’s goal with this 
fundraiser is to raise at least $5,000. They 
have room for up to 150 guests.

For anyone that is unable to attend, there 
are many other ways to support the cause: 
make a monetary donation, donate a raffle 
basket of new and desirable items, donate a 
silent auction item, buy a 50/50 raffle tick-
et, and share this information with friends 
and family, so they can fill the gala along 
with other community members.

“This has been such an amazing learn-
ing experience, and I hope to spread phil-
anthropic energy through our community 
like confetti,” Stinson said. “Habitat for 
Humanity does so much for this commu-
nity, and I am so honored to get to help. 
I cannot even imagine the impact Habitat 
has had on people’s lives, but this gala is 
more than a fundraising event — it’s an 
opportunity for our community to come 
together and make a lasting difference.”

Every ticket purchased and every dollar 
donated helps support a cause that direct-
ly impacts the lives of people in the area, 
she said.

Other than Habitat for Humanity, Stin-
son has volunteered in the past at Feeding 
America and a local food pantry. When 
Stinson is not volunteering, she loves to 
make clothes or do anything that involves 
fashion. 

Stinson is grateful that she is able to 
spread the word about the gala and have 
the opportunity to help people through 
Habitat for Humanity.

Teen plans gala to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity
“What excites me most is seeing peo-

ple from all walks of life come together 
around a goal we all share,” Stinson said. 
“Whether someone attends to support 
the cause, bridge out to other members of 
the community, or simply enjoy a lovely 
evening out, they become part of a collec-
tive effort to create positive change. My 

hope is that guests leave feeling inspired, 
connected, and proud of the impact we 
can make when we work together.”

Donations can be made at cuccnm.org/
give and tickets for the gala can be bought 
at tinyurl.com/r229fjyb. For questions, 
contact CUCCNM by calling 920-725-
4873 or email office@cuccnm.org.

and country, Hanson distributes poppies for 
the poppy program and assists the chairman 
in educating students in local schools and 
residents at assisted living facilities. Hanson 
said she had the privilege of reading ALA’s 
mission statement at the Neenah Com-
mon Council meeting when Mayor Brian 
Borchardt signed the Poppy Proclamation.

Each year, unit members vote on the 
member that they think deserves the 
Americanism award. Once the District 6 
committee receives all local units’ submis-
sions, it designates the winner and pres-
ents the award at the annual Americanism 
banquet in Oshkosh in front of hundreds 
of veterans, families and dignitaries from 
the state of Wisconsin. 

“Winning the Outstanding American-
ism Person of The Year award displays 
my passion, energy and commitment for 
volunteering to serve veterans and it hum-
bles me that my service to community 
and ALA programs is valuable and I thank 
God for giving me the abilities to serve in 
this manner,” Hanson said.

A second award, the Junior Unit of the 
Year, was also presented to Hanson for 
leading her Junior unit for four years.

 “It is my job as a senior ALA member 
to help my juniors discover their unique 
abilities and interests, connect them with 
the ALA mission and programs, develop 

leadership skills based on their individual 
personalities, and teach them that every-
thing we do is to honor someone who 
bravely and courageously wore a uniform 
to defend our country,” Hanson said. 
“They know that poppies are to honor fall-
en veterans. Every award I earn is not mine 
alone, it is deserving of our entire unit 33, 
because without their support I could not 
accomplish all I do.”

The Junior Unit of the Year award is 
awarded by the Department of Wisconsin 
Junior Chairman at the annual Depart-
ment Convention in July. 

Hanson said she became involved with 
volunteering in the organization because 
her dad was an Army veteran who served 
in World War II and the Korean War. 

“I volunteer in this organization to hon-
or his sacrifice and service to his country,” 
Hanson said. “My passion to lead Juniors 
emanates from my granddaughter, Ellie, 
who was a junior member who died in 
2020, who loved fundraising, and dis-
tributing poppies in the community. Her 
picture is displayed by the driveway going 
into the post.”  

Hanson said her commitment involves 
time, money and selfless volunteering as 
the mission statement states, “Service Not 
Self.” 

“I strive to represent my dad and my 
granddaughter by giving back to veterans 
and our community and by keeping my 
unit’s motto, ‘Purpose Not Personality,’” 
Hanson said.

Hanson honored
from Page 1
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Photo by David Hall

Monumental celebration
Neighbors and alumni came together on Doty Island on Saturday for a special celebra-
tion in recognition of the new Roosevelt School commemorative statue named Rosie. 
Set against the backdrop of a historic local residence, the event marked a celebratory 
milestone in preserving the island’s rich educational heritage. 

Current roster has  
fallen to 1971 level
By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

When Neenah Police Chief Aaron Ol-
son meets with community groups, he of-
ten asks a question: How many officers do 
you think are on patrol right now?

The answers come in: nine, 10, 12 or 
even the high teens.

Olson then delivers the answer: three, 
four or maybe five.

“We are chronically understaffed,” he 
said before pointing to a chart showing 
the police department had 41 sworn offi-
cers in 1971 compared to 42 sworn offi-
cers in 2026. 

At the same time, call volume increased 
244% between 1971 and 2025 from 7,000 
to 24,146.

“We are doing more with less,” Olson 
said.

Policing has also changed. For exam-
ple, today’s department has a behavioral 
health officer, who works with communi-
ty members experiencing a mental health 
crisis. That position did not exist back in 
the 1970s.

Technology has also changed police op-
erations.

“It’s great we have so much technology, 
such as body cameras and computers, but 
they add time on the back end. A report 
that was maybe one paragraph back in 
1971 is probably a 12-page report today” 
as they contain more information and de-
tails, Olson said. 

Police chief believes need 
for more officers exists

He said current Neenah Mayor Brian 
Borchardt and past mayors and the city’s 
Common Council support the police de-
partment, but the dollars are not there in 
the budget to increase the number of of-
ficers.

“We are not the only city department 
that is understaffed. At a recent Common 
Council meeting, Alderman (Mark) Ellis 
brought up that Neenah might need to 
raise taxes to better fund our city,” Olson 
said. “We have to do something to get us 
to safe operating levels” with the number 
of police officers.

When looking at the national average 
of police officers, a city of Neenah’s size 
should have 52 to 54 police officers. Ol-
son said if he had additional officers, the 
department would add another behavior-
al officer, a traffic officer, more patrol offi-
cers, an investigator and more officers on 
the noon to midnight shift.

Neenah’s Public Services and Safety 
Committee has held recent meetings on 
the Flock Safety cameras, which have at-
tracted community members speaking 
out against the technology. Olson said the 
license place reading cameras have helped 
the city solve crimes, providing officers 
with important information.

While police officers are spread thin, 
Olson said they go the extra mile “and you 
truly see it in the community. We have a 
great culture here and don’t have a prob-
lem filling spots when we have openings.”

Olson said officers would be able to do 
their jobs better with additional staff.

“People say Neenah is safe and we want 
to keep it that way,” he said.

Neenah News

Theater audiences are invited to dive 
under the sea this month as the Riverside 
Players Theaters brings the characters of 
Bikini Bottom to life in The SpongeBob 
Musical.

The family-friendly production runs 
July 23-26 and July 29-Aug. 1 with all per-
formances beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Riverside Park Pavilion. 

Based on the iconic Nickelodeon series, 
The SpongeBob Musical is packed with 
high-energy music, colorful characters 
and a heartfelt story about friendship, 
courage and community. 

When the future of Bikini Bottom is 
threatened, SpongeBob and his friends 
must come together to save their be-
loved home—proving that even the 
smallest sponge can make the biggest 
difference. 

The production features original songs 
by Yolanda Adams, Steven Tyler and Joe 
Perry of Aerosmith, Sara Bareilles, Jon-
athan Coulton, Alex Ebert of Edward 
Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeros, The 
Flaming Lips, Lady A., Cyndi Lauper, 
John Legend, Panic! At the Disco, Plain 
White T’s, They Might Be Giants, T.I., and 
songs by David Bowie, Tom Kenny and 
Andy Paley. 

Tickets are $20 each. For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, go to ci.neen-
ah.wi.us/departments/parks-recreation/
riverside-players.

The SpongeBob 
Musical on tap for 
Riverside Players

“Three Communities, One Shared, 
Trusted Voice.”

When you advertise in the 
NEENAH NEWS,
You’re not just reaching customers –––
You’re investing in our community.

LOCAL NEWS. LOCAL IMPACT.

BE PART OF 
SOMETHING BIGGER

GOOD FOR
BUSINESS

REACH REAL
PEOPLE

We connect your 
business with thousands 
of local readers in print. 

Your support helps keep 
local journalism strong 
and ensures Neenah 
stories aren’t told by 

somebody else.

Consistent visibility builds 
trust, recognition, and 

loyalty – right here in the 
community you serve.

A strong local news 
source builds a stronger 

community – keeping 
residents informed, 

connected and engaged.

When Neenah thrives, 
your business thrives. 

Advertising locally keeps 
dollars local and growth 

close to home.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

From grand openings to game day wins,
we’re here to share what makes Neenah special ––– 

BUILD YOUR
BRAND

ADVERTISE. SUPPORT. SUCCEED. 
LET’S KEEP NEENAH STRONG – TOGETHER. 

CONTACT US TODAY TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS AND OUR COMMUNITY
NeenahNews.com     |     920-486-1616     |      advertise@neenahnews.com 

Local News Works

for Everyone! And we can’t do it without you.

YOUR COMMUNITY. 
YOUR STORIES. 
YOUR SUPPORT.

WAKE UP,
    NEENAH!
WAKE UP,
    NEENAH!

Starts with Local. A STRONG COMMUNITY
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

200 N

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCAA]

North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961

www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
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St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCAA]

North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961

www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 9 a.m.

Thursdays at 6 p.m. Starting June 11 

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

YOU CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

You’re invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

All are welcome!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community withWe are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. 

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! 

Check us out atCheck us out at
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha1366 Appleton Road in Menasha

 Proclaiming the Gospel
 Strengthening Believers
 Serving Others
 Supporting Neenah Lutheran School – 3K to 8

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

Worship Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am

  436 S. Lake St.
  Neenah, WI  54956
  (920) 725-1330

www.martinlutherneenah.org

WELS

SERVICE TIMES:
SATURDAYS @ 5PM, SUNDAYS @ 9AM

1228 S. PARK AVE. NEENAH, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510   |   WWW.PEACENEENAH.COMREACHING OUT.    SERVING JESUS.    CELEBRATING HIS LOVE.

Divine 
Services:

Sunday morning 9:00 a.m.
Monday evening 6:30 p.m.

Ask me about Grace!

www.facebook.com/grace.neenah

1390 Breezewood Lane, Neenah, WI  54956
920-722-5550  |  www.graceneenah.com

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Winnebago County is looking to update 
its strategic plan and is seeking input from 
area residents.

The county created its first strategic 
plan in March 2025 under former Coun-
ty Executive Jon Doemel and the County 
Board of Supervisors. Current County 
Executive Gordon Hintz said the plan was 
helpful when it came to budgeting for the 
2026 fiscal year, and that it is time to do 

a review of the plan since there is a new 
county board and executive in place.  

“It’s recommended we make periodic 
updates, and this is a good time to do it 
before we work on the next budget,” Hintz 
said.

The five strategic pillars outlined in the 
current strategic plan include: transpor-
tation, housing, economic development, 
efficient government and quality of life. 
Each pillar has goals, and a definition of 
what success looks like.

County restarts strategic planning initiative program
Hintz said it will be a multi-step process 

to gather feedback to create the plan. A 
survey was created and will be shared by 
county employees with stakeholders and 
clients as well as with community mem-
bers at farmers’ markets. County supervi-
sors will also get a copy of the survey to 
share with their constituents. Six focus 
groups will also be held with community 
partners and leaders from throughout the 
county. On July 15, the county board will 
meet to share their thoughts on the plan.

From there, the new plan will be written 
with the board giving its final approval.

Hintz said the plan will likely get some 
tweaks and not a complete rewrite.

Supervisor Cullen Bettin questioned 
why the county’s executive branch led the 
development of the strategic plan and that 
he felt he would not have enough time to 

discuss it with his constituents.
Hintz pointed out that supervisors were 

receiving the survey to share with resi-
dents in their districts to seek out their 
opinions. As to why the executive branch 
leads the strategic plan development, he 
said he was following the same process 
undertaken in 2025 and in other counties 
with strategic plans.

Supervisor Bob Poeschl said working 
together on the plan made sense. “We 
want to work with the county executive 
on this. I’ve never seen a strategic plan ini-
tiated by a legislative body,” he said.

The strategic plan allowed the county to 
do priority budgeting last year, said Super-
visor Karen Powers.

“I’ll admit I was a bit leery of the strate-
gic plan, but I thought it was a great pro-
cess,” she said.

Neenah News

A Neenah man, who had an arrest war-
rant in Indiana, was arrested during a high-
risk traffic stop in Menasha on Monday 
morning. He is expected to be extradited 
to face homicide and attempted armed 
robbery charges.

Willie Wallace is currently in custody at 
the Winnebago County Jail.

Neenah Police officer Joe Benoit said 
that the department was alerted by law 
enforcement in Lake County, Indiana, 
that Wallace was in the area and had an ac-
tive warrant for homicide and attempted 
armed robbery.

Initial media reports suggested Flock 
cameras assisted in the arrest of Wallace. 
Benoit stated Flock was used to confirm 
Wallace was in the Neenah-Menasha Fox 

Valley area and to confirm the vehicle reg-
istered to Wallace was in the area.

Once this was discovered, officers were 
watching Wallace’s residence, Benoit said.

Wallace left his home Monday morn-
ing and the officers were about to make a 
high-risk traffic stop when Wallace turned 
into the McDonald’s parking lot at the 
intersection of Racine Street and Third 
Street in Menasha.

Wallace is not facing any charges local-
ly. He is currently in custody at the Win-
nebago County Jail, awaiting the formal 
extradition process to begin the return of 
Wallace to Lake Country, Indiana.

“Be aware of your surroundings and if 
you see anything concerning, let us know,” 
Benoit said. “Because we’re all on the 
same team.”

Neenah man arrested on homicide  
warrant from Indiana after traffic stop

Photo from Neenah Public Library

Reading milestone
The Neenah Public Library Summer Reading Challenge last month reached 4,000 
readers officially registered. The library said others wanting to participate still have 
time to sign up, log their reading, attend programs and earn rewards. The program, 
which runs through Aug. 21, is open to all ages, babies through adults. 
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Like on FB Instagram Rushmw99

Open

Sunday, Monday,

Thursday, Friday

11 AM – 7 PM,
Saturday 9 AM-7 PM.

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

HHoommee ooff hhaannddccrraafftteedd MMeeaaddss,, 
WWiinneess,, && CCiiddeerrss mmaaddee ffrroomm 

llooccaallllyy ssoouurrcceedd hhoonneeyy && ffrruuiittss.. 
FFuurrrryy  FFrriieennddss  aarree  wweellccoommee!!

POSSIBILITIES ARE
TAKING SHAPE
There is something special about being involved from 
the beginning. 
Evergreen Fox Crossing is a new lakefront senior living 
community designed for independence, connection 
and the comfort of planning ahead. 

Scan to learn more and RSVP. 

Join an information session and explore 
Priority Membership.

Rendering of Evergreen Fox 
Crossing Lake Homes

EvergreenFoxCrossing.com 
920-450-2524

DATES:
• Thursday, July 9 | 1:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, July 14 | 10:00 a.m.
• Wednesday, July 15 | 1:00 p.m.
• Thursday, July 23 | 1:00 p.m.
• Monday, July 27 | 10:00 a.m.
• Wednesday, July 29 | 1:00 p.m.

LOCATION:
Evergreen Worship & Performing Arts Center
1130 N. Westfield St., Oshkosh, WI

Check Out Our

$3.00 off 
a $10.00  

purchase 
of used 
books.

Coupon must 
be presented at 

purchase.
Exp. 7/31/26

920-886-3694
330 N. Commercial St., Neenah, WI. 

USED BOOK SHOP

Neenah News

Miron Construction celebrated 16 
young adults as they take the next step in 
their careers in construction. 

The celebration June 16 at Miron’s office 
in Neenah highlighted the multiple phases 
of the beginning of a construction career 
including the bridging of youth appren-
tices to registered (union) apprentices, 
youth apprentices beginning their second 
year of training and new youth apprentic-
es beginning their training.   

Career Signing Day is a time for high 
school and college graduates to official-
ly begin employment with a construc-
tion contractor who will sponsor them 
throughout their registered apprentice-
ship and provide on-the-job training. 

Along with on-the-job training, these 
registered apprentices will receive class-
room instruction from their designated 
union training center as part of their ap-
prenticeship. According to the company, 
the celebration honors both graduate and 

contractor, providing a pivotal moment in 
the life of a student.

Caden Sarauer from Neenah High 
School is one of the youth apprentices 
bridging to registered apprentices as a car-
pentry apprentice.

Corban Documman from Neenah High 
School is among the high school graduates 
signing into a registered apprenticeship as 
a millwright apprentice. 

Eight of the new registered apprentices 
will sign with the Northern Midwest Re-
gional Council of Carpenters and one will 
sign with the Bricklayers & Allied Craft-
workers District Council of Wisconsin.

Students like them continue to choose 
the trades for the importance of the work 
they provide for all of society, for the re-
warding profession it offers, and for the 
opportunity to learn and build a career.

In the last three years, Miron’s youth 
apprenticeship program has grown more 
than 150% and now extends to Miron’s 
satellite offices.

Photo from Miron Construction

Miron Construction recognized a group participating in its youth apprentice program during 
an event June 16.

Program celebrates students taking 
next step in construction careers

As Millennials now dominate the work-
force and Gen Z begins to enter, organiza-
tions face a critical crossroads: balancing 
tried-and-true traditions with fresh per-
spectives and new ways of working. But 
when different generations clash, produc-
tivity, morale and innovation can all take 
a hit. 

Companies can find ways to bridge 
the gap between seasoned professionals 
and younger talent. The next Fox Cities 
Chamber Fox Talk: Generations Collide 
– Unlocking the Power of a Multi-Gen-
erational Workforce from 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
Aug. 12 at Community First Credit Union 
in Neenah will provide information about 
the topic. 

Presenter Chad Kopitzke will unpack 
the unique values, communication styles 

and motivations of each generation. 
His interactive, insight-rich session of-

fers actionable strategies to navigate gen-
erational friction with confidence and 
clarity, harness the strengths of a diverse 
workforce for maximum impact, and cre-
ate a collaborative, future-ready culture 
that drives long-term success.

The presentation delivers more than 
just theory. 

Attendees can expect real-world solu-
tions that inspire connection, boost team-
work and set organizations on a path to-
ward lasting growth.

The event is free for Fox Cities Cham-
ber members and $25 for non-members.

To learn more, or to register, visit shor-
turl.at/1qy3N.

Chamber event focuses on 
multi-generational workforce

Kristin Steede has been promoted to 
Vice President of Culture + Capability 

at Verve, a Credit 
Union. In her expand-
ed leadership role, 
Steede will lead Verve’s 
strategy for onboard-
ing, training, leader-
ship development and 
team member growth. 
As the newest member 
of the Senior Lead-
ership Team, she will 

help ensure Verve’s values are consistently 
reflected in everyday experiences across 
all teams and locations. 

Erin Miller has been hired as Fox Com-
munities Credit Union’s assistant vice 
president of project delivery, a leadership 
role focused on advancing the organiza-
tion’s strategic initiatives and strengthen-
ing enterprise project execution. In her 
role, Miller will oversee the delivery of 
key enterprise initiatives, ensure consis-
tent project governance, and lead the con-
tinued evolution of Fox’s project delivery 
practices. She will partner closely with 
senior leadership to translate strategic 
priorities into actionable plans while 
supporting project teams in achieving 
successful outcomes.

Jason Dostal has been appointed as 
Fox Communities Credit Union’s 
assistant vice president of software 
engineering, a leadership role respon-
sible for advancing the organization’s 
software engineering capabilities and 
driving its AI strategy. In his new role, 

Dostal will lead the evolution of Fox’s 
software engineering discipline, oversee-
ing engineering teams while shaping the 
organization’s approach to AI, automa-
tion, and integration. He will serve as a 
hands-on leader, guiding architecture 
decisions, developing scalable solutions 
and fostering a culture of innovation and 
continuous improvement.

Lindsay LaCourse has been hired as 
Fox Communities Credit Union’s vice 
president of product growth, a newly 
established leadership role focused on 
accelerating product innovation, prod-
uct experience and member growth 
across the organization. In her new role, 
LaCourse will lead the strategy, develop-
ment and optimization of Fox’s deposit 
and consumer product offerings. She will 
focus on identifying market opportuni-
ties, enhancing member journeys, and 
launching innovative products designed 
to drive sustainable growth and strength-
en member relationships.

Business news roundup

Steede
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PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

WrightwayBuilt.com  |  920-232-5600

1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh, WI

ON YOUR NEXT ABC SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING PROJECT

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  | 920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI
*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $2500 on complete ABC Seamless steel siding project over 

1,200 sq ft. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 
prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

VISIT OUR OSHKOSH 
SHOWROOM

EST

1977

Monday
8 AM-11 AM

Tuesday
9 AM-1 PM

Wednesday
10 AM-3 PM

Thursday
12 PM-4 PM

AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

FINANCING 
OPTIONS

3 Easy Payment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years
6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

Windows worth
talking about

$250 per Window
$750 per Patio Door

EXPIRES 08/31/2026

Now Offering 20 and    
30 yard dumpster for 

Commercial and 
Industrial use only.

Call for rates and 
availability.

Locally Owned & Operated 
Neenah, WI

920-312-6616
qualitywastedisposalwi@gmail.com

By Michael J. Cooney 
News Contributor

When Winnebago County Sheriff John 
Matz steps to the microphone this Inde-
pendence Day, it will be the 16th time and 
last time he has publicly read the Declara-
tion of Independence.

The annual tradition began with for-
mer Winnebago County Board Supervi-
sor Bill Wingren, then chair of the Judi-
ciary Committee and a devoted student 
of history.

“Bill was the one who got it started,” 
Matz said. “It all stems from when we first 
became a nation. They didn’t have mass 
media. Sheriffs throughout the colonies 
would read important documents like, the 
Declaration of Independence to the peo-
ple, and that’s how they learned what was 
happening.”

Matz believes former Sheriff Michael 
Brooks read the document once before he 
took over the role. Since then, the reading 
has become a regular part of Winnebago 
County’s Independence Day observance.

The sheriff admits the document is not 
as easy to read as it looks.

“There are some strange words in there,” 
he said. “The first year I read it, I started 
studying on July 2. There were words I 
wasn’t even sure how to pronounce, let 
alone what they meant.”

While he still doesn’t have the Declara-
tion memorized, experience has made the 
task easier.

“Bill always wanted me to memorize it,” 
Matz said with a laugh. “I told him I wasn’t 
sure I had the time to memorize the Dec-
laration of Independence.”

Preparation remains part of the routine. 
Each year Matz reads the document aloud 
multiple times before the event.

“The staff is used to it now,” he said. “I’ll 
sit in my office and read it out aloud 10 or 
15 times.”

This year’s reading comes as the nation 
approaches the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration’s adoption and as Matz pre-
pares to leave office at the end of his term.

“I’m hoping this year strikes some ad-
ditional patriotism because of the 250th 
year,” he said. “I remember the bicenten-
nial in 1976. I was 12 years old, but I re-
member the sense of patriotism that was 
everywhere.”

Sheriff marks 16 years reading Declaration of Independence

Over the years, the annual reading has 
given Matz a deeper appreciation for the 
document and the men who signed it.

“Once you really start to read it and 
think about the commitment those indi-
viduals made, it was some great resolve,” 
he said. “They were risking everything. 
Their wealth, their homes, their families, 
even their lives.”

Many Americans know the Declara-
tion’s opening lines, but Matz believes the 
sacrifices behind the document are some-
times overlooked.

“They knew what they were doing,” he 
said. “They knew they could lose every-
thing.”

The event also carries added mean-
ing because it will likely be Matz’s final 
reading as sheriff. Earlier this year he an-
nounced he would not seek another term.

“It’s bittersweet,” he said.
Although he is still focused on current 

responsibilities, including work on future 
county budgets, he knows the next sheriff 
will set priorities for the years ahead.

For now, however, Matz is focused on 
one more Independence Day reading.

“It’s been a great run,” he said. “I’ve truly 
enjoyed reading the Declaration and shar-
ing the experience with the community.”

Matz will read the Declaration of Inde-
pendence at 8 a.m. Saturday on the steps 
of the Winnebago County Courthouse in 
Oshkosh. The public is invited to attend 
the free community event.

Photo by Michael Cooney

Winnebago County Sheriff John Matz practices reading the Declaration of Independence to 
prepare for his last public reading of the document Saturday.

Photo from Neenah Community Band

Festive celebrations
Families and children were invited last week to attend the Neenah Community Band 
concert at Riverside Park. The concert featured guest conductors, a patriotic march 
around the park, balloon animals, a visit from Hagrid and the Hogwarts sorting hat 
and more. The band’s next performance is at 7:45 p.m. Saturday during Community 
Fest at Riverside Park.

Neenah News

The Lunchtime Organ Recital Series 
this summer features concerts across the 
Fox Valley, including in Neenah, as part of 
its 29th season.

The free concerts are sponsored by the 
Northeastern Wisconsin Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists. 
Don Verkuulen will perform at 12:15 

p.m. July 8 at First Presbyterian Church, 
200 S. Church St. 

The concerts are intended to share the 
sights and sounds of the pipe organ in 
Northeastern Wisconsin. For more infor-
mation, visit newago.org.

Concert features pipe organ music
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Hearing Loss!From

Declare Your

Parades. Fireworks.  
Barbecues with loved ones.  
Each celebrates the values we hold 
dear, and each can be more thoroughly 
enjoyed with the gift of better hearing.

•  Hearing devices of all makes

•  Hearing device repair

•  Custom hearing protection

•  Pediatric & adult hearing testing

Why Fox Valley Hearing Center?

Call Us Today!  
920.267.4999

Neenah  
Oshkosh • Appleton 

Ripon  

FoxValleyHearingCenter.com   

Project: Oshkosh Herald Ad for Fourth of July 2026
File Name: Herald Ad_Fourth of July_070126F.ai
Size: 1/24 page ad  -  2.4” wide x 2.5” high  -  1/8” bleed
Date: 07.01.26
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C M Y K

We’re here for all your
entertainment needs

or pick up a sparkling
gift for the host!

Open Friday 8-2
Closed Saturday + Sunday

HAPPY 4th

1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

2.5”

2.4”

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

Now accepting new clients!

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area (MSA) and Winnebago County saw 
their unemployment rate decrease to 2.7% 
in May, down from 3.1% in April and 2.8% 
a year ago, according to preliminary data 
from the state Department of Workforce 
Development.  

Preliminary May 2026 unemployment 
rates decreased in all 13 metropolitan 
areas over the month. Rates decreased 

in 12 metropolitan areas over the year 
and stayed the same in one area: La 
Crosse-Onalaska.

Preliminary May 2026 unemployment 
rates decreased in all 35 of Wisconsin’s larg-
est cities over the month. Rates decreased 
in 27 cities over the year. 

Rates increased in four cities over the 
year and stayed the same in the remaining 
four cities.

Area unemployment rate decreases in May

his teams were that,” said former player 
Jon Joch, who is now the Chief Financial 
Officer in the Neenah Joint School Dis-
trict. “He was about respecting the pro-
gram and understanding the privilege it 
was to wear the red and white.” 

Frank Schade, who coached at Oshkosh 
North during the final years of Einerson’s 
tenure, said it was never easy facing the 
Rockets. Not just because of the talent 
that Neenah put on the court but because 
of the way that talent was coached to play. 

“They were dedicated athletes and a lot 
of that was because of Ron. When you 
played them you knew you were in for a 
battle,” said Schade, who also faced Neen-
ah when he coached at Plymouth. “His 
teams were always extremely competitive. 
The thing that stands out to me was he ex-
tremely organized. They would throw a lot 
of things at you with defensive pressures. 
They were smart and deep all of the time.”

Einerson, who was also a U.S. Army 
veteran who served in Korea, finished his 
coaching career with a 556-235 record 
and was the first Wisconsin high school 
coach to top 550 career wins. He is cur-
rently 13th on the all-time coaching wins 
list in the state.

In addition to what he did on the court, 
Einerson helped establish the Wiscon-
sin Basketball Coaches Association and 
served as the organization’s first president 
in 1975. 

He was also a charter member in the 
WBCA Hall of Fame and in the Neenah 
High School Hall of Fame. 

“He was impactful beyond just the Fox 
Valley and Neenah,” Rabas said. “Coach 
Einerson had an impact statewide. An 
iconic figure that people looked up to.”

Yet, it was at Neenah High School – 
where teams would one day play in the 
Ron Einerson Fieldhouse, named for the 
coach in 2003 – that he made his biggest 

mark. 
Not just with wins and titles, but with 

the way he built the Neenah program and 
the players in the program. 

“Neenah basketball was something you 
went to and were part of as a community. 
It’s something that I wanted to be a part 
of,” said Rich Klesmit, who played for Ein-
erson from 1986-88. “It was an honor and 
a privilege to be a member of the Neenah 
boys basketball program at that time. It 
was a very prestigious group and it still is.”

Klesmit, whose sons Max and Cal 
and daughter Rowan will all play at the 
collegiate level, said that the lessons he 
learned from Coach Einerson as a player 
carried over to when he was coaching his 
children.

“Basketball players are made in the 
offseason and that was a big thing I took 

Coaching legend
from Page 1

from him and applied to my boys and my 
daughter,” Klesmit said. “If it was some-
thing they were really interested in doing, 
we have to work at it outside of the sea-
son.”

Playing for Einerson wasn’t an easy 
thing to do. 

According to his former players, expec-
tations were high, practices were grueling 
and Einerson was certainly a fiery, intense 
coach. 

“You better be able to handle honest 
criticism or you weren’t going to be able 
to perform for him,” Joch said. “He had a 
standard and the standard was the stan-
dard so either you met that, or you decid-

ed to do something else.”
But as tough as it may have been, the re-

wards were worth it. 
“He was very demanding and he held 

us accountable,” Klesmit said. “When you 
take a look at the history of Neenah bas-
ketball players, I think a lot of them would 
be thankful for that work ethic and team 
togetherness that we learned from coach.”

Even after his retirement from coach-
ing and teaching social studies at Neenah 
High School, Einerson was a fixture at 
Neenah games – sitting in his usual spot 
behind the Neenah bench.

Yet, he never interfered with what the 
coaches after him were trying to accom-
plish. 

“In the 2016 season, I got him to come 
in early in the season and talk to the team 
but he was reluctant to do it. He told me 
it was my team and he didn’t want to step 
on my toes,” Rabas said. “He was very 
gracious to me the entire time after I took 
over. Each year, I would receive a note 
from him after the season, complimenting 
what we were able to do, complimenting 
the kids and that he was happy for our suc-
cess. That always meant a great deal.” 

Rabas said one of his fondest memories 
came after the Rockets’ 2022 state cham-
pionship when he and Joch visited Ein-
erson in Middleton and brought all three 
state title trophies along to reminisce 
about. 

“That was a really fun day,” Rabas said. 
“We had lunch with coach and his wife 
(Dolores) and sat around and talked 
Neenah basketball and basketball around 
the state. It is a day I will always cherish.”

A day that will always be remembered 
with a coach no one will ever forget. 

“He was truly a legend,” Ruedinger 
said. “The thing that I try to carry on from 
coach the most was that everything you 
do, you do it with class and respect.”

Submitted photo

Jon Joch (left) and Lee Rabas (right) met with Ron Einerson in 2022 after Neenah won the 
WIAA Division 1 state boys basketball title.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
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DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

          Reach 22,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $24/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
   advertise@neenahnews.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems

• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Lighting Solutions • Much More 
Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773 
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, LLC

Licensed/Insured

Mike Gauger
ISA Certified Arborist (R)

WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Pruning – Removal
Stump Grinding

Commercial Snow Removal

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work
Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial
920-830-3788

www.areawaterproofing.com

We’re Ready To 
Help 24/7

920-260-6660 
911restorationoshkosh.com

The blueprint for your “Fresh Start” 
is just a phone call away. 

RESTORATION SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Greg Wisnefske
40 years of experience

C: 920.500.0731 | H: 920.836.3086 
gwisnefske7779@gmail.com
7779 Oakwood Ave, Neenah

• Decks
• Flooring
• Windows
• Interior Painting
• Remodeling
• and much more!

LAWN EQUIPMENT

DB’S
POWER CENTER

– Sales & Service
– Pickup & Delivery

– Repairs of all makes
– STIHL & Husqvarna brands

PROUDLY SERVING 
NEENAH SINCE 2016

920.486.1231
1314 S. COMMERCIAL ST.

PROPERTY SERVICES

We are 
YOUR Local 

‘Ink Link’ 
for ALL 

Print Projects!

• Holiday Cards
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• Graduation Cards
• Copies, Brochures
• Flyers, Posters
• & MORE!

920-582-4541920-582-4541
908 E Main • Winneconne908 E Main • Winneconne
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.commaekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

Standard & Custom Designs

EXTERIOR CONTRACTOR

Siding-Vinyl and LP Smartside
Windows/Doors-Pella and Provia

Roofing-50 year GAF Warranty
Gutters and Leaf Protection
Soffit, Fascia, and Repairs

Insurance Claims

Call Neenah Resident Mike at
920-417-8199

RidgeTopExteriors.com
SINCE 2002 WITH MANY 5 STAR REVIEWS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

REAL ESTATE

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

BRIDGE REALTY
PARTNERS

Broker/Owner, REALTOR®

COLIN
DANIELS

CALL TODAY!

920.574.0619
colin@colindaniels.com

C O L I N D A N I E L S . C O M

HANDYMAN / HOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICES

Put Your Business Where 
the Community Looks. 
Advertise weekly in the Business Service Directory in the Oshkosh 
Herald, Neenah News and Winneconne News and reach 90,000+ 
local readers. 

Affordable visibility for less than $65 per week.
Call 920-385-4512 today to learn more.
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Photo by Jim Koepnick

Neenah second baseman Tyson Huss takes a throw on an Oshkosh steal attempt last Thursday.

Neenah News

The Neenah Legion rallied from a 10-
run deficit but couldn’t overtake Osh-
kosh in a 13-9 loss at home on Monday 
night. 

Neenah trailed 11-1 heading into the 
bottom of the third but outscored Osh-
kosh 8-2 the rest of the way. The Legion 
plated a run in the bottom of the seventh 
and had two runners on base when Osh-
kosh registered the final out. 

Ty McNeely finished 3-for-5 at the 
plate for Neenah with Lukas Bertam add-
ing three hits – including a triple – and 
drove in three runs in the game. David 
Linstedt added a pair of RBIs for Neenah. 

Lindstedt had a two-run double and 
Bertam tripled and scored on a McNeely 
single in a three-run fourth inning that 
started the comeback for Neenah. The 
Legion added two more runs in the 
fourth and tacked on two more in the 
sixth before getting their ninth run in the 
final inning. 

Neenah committed five errors in the 

game that led to seven unearned runs for 
Oshkosh. 

Neenah also dropped a 4-3 decision to 
Oshkosh last week despite a strong out-
ing on the mound from Sam Printz. The 
righthander allowed just three earned 
runs while working into the seventh in-
ning, walking two and striking out two in 
the game. 

Neenah tallied eight hits in the game, 
with Owen Pire finishing 3-for-4 and Ty-
son Huss added a pair of hits. Pire and 
Zachary Waite each drove in runs for 
Neenah. 

The Legion broke a scoreless tie in the 
top of the third when Pire singled home 
Brody Staffeld to give Neenah the lead. 

Oshkosh tied the game in the bottom 
of the inning and the Legion had single 
runs in the fourth and fifth innings an-
swered by Oshkosh to tie the game at 3. 

Neenah, however, would be held hit-
less over the final two innings and Osh-
kosh plated the game-winning run in the 
seventh frame. 

Neenah Legion drops pair to Oshkosh
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Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 

1-855-943-6279

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-355-6955 

today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-748-6332

 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME 

CHANGE OF: 
Anne Kettenhofen Werth-Rueckl

Notice and Order for Name 
Change Hearing 

Case No. 26CV590

NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A Petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From:  
First – Anne 
Middle – Kettenhofen 
Last – Werth-Rueckl 
To:  
First – Anne 
Middle – Rose Grace 
Last – Kettenhofen 
Birth Certificate:  
First – Anne 
Middle – Carmen 
Last – Kettenhofen

This Petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Winnebago Coun-
ty, State of Wisconsin:

Judge’s Name: Michael Gibbs 
Place: Winnebago Courthouse, 
Rm 211 
415 Jackson St. Oshkosh, WI 
54901 
Date: August 17, 2026 
Time: 8:30 a.m.

If you require reasonable accom-
modations due to a disability to 
participate in the court process, 
please call 920-236-4868 prior to 
the scheduled court date. Please 
note that the court does not 
provide transportation.

NOTICE TO NEWSPAPER AND 
PETITIONER: 
Notice of this hearing shall be 
given by publication as a Class 3 
notice for three weeks in a row 
prior to the date of the hearing in 
the following newspaper Neenah 
News.

BY THE COURT: 
DATE SIGNED: June 10, 2026 
Winnebago County Circuit Branch 4

Runs: June 19, 2026, June 26, 
2026 and July 3, 2026.

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME 

CHANGE OF: 
Zoe Lynn Standiford

Notice and Order for Name 
Change Hearing 

Case No. 2026CV000400

NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A Petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From:  
First – Zoe 
Middle – Lynn 
Last – Standiford 
To:  
First – Parker 
Middle – Lynn 
Last – Standiford 
Birth Certificate:  
First – Zoe 
Middle – Lynn 
Last – Standiford

This Petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Winnebago Coun-
ty, State of Wisconsin: 
Judge’s Name: Hon. Michael D. 
Rust 
Place: Winnebago Courthouse, 
Rm 410 
415 Jackson St. Oshkosh, WI 
54901 
Date: July 28,2026 
Time: 11:00 a.m.

If you require reasonable accom-
modations due to a disability to 
participate in the court process, 
please call 920-236-4811 prior to 
the scheduled court date. Please 
note that the court does not 
provide transportation.

NOTICE TO NEWSPAPER AND 
PETITIONER: 
Notice of this hearing shall be 
given by publication as a Class 3 
notice for three weeks in a row 
prior to the date of the hearing in 
the following newspaper Neenah 
News.

BY THE COURT: 
DATE SIGNED: April 20, 2026 
Winnebago County Circuit Branch 1 
 
Runs: June 26, 2026, July 3, 2026 
and July 10, 2026

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME 

CHANGE OF: 
Isaiah Josephe Maki

Notice and Order for Name 
Change Hearing 

Case No. 2026CV000616

NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A Petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From:  
First – Isaiah 
Middle – Josephe 
Last – Maki 
To:  
First – Isaiah 
Middle – Josephe 
Last – Jansen 
Birth Certificate:  
First – Isaiah 
Middle – Josephe 
Last – Maki

This Petition will be heard in the 

Circuit Court of Winnebago Coun-
ty, State of Wisconsin: 
Judge’s Name: Michael D. Rust 
Place: Winnebago Courthouse, 
Rm 410 
415 Jackson St. Oshkosh, WI 
54901 
Date: July 23,2026 
Time: 8:30 a.m.

If you require reasonable accom-
modations due to a disability to 
participate in the court process, 
please call 920-236-4811 prior to 
the scheduled court date. Please 
note that the court does not 
provide transportation.

NOTICE TO NEWSPAPER AND 
PETITIONER: 
Notice of this hearing shall be 
given by publication as a Class 3 
notice for three weeks in a row 
prior to the date of the hearing in 
the following newspaper Neenah 
News.

BY THE COURT: 
DATE SIGNED: June 19, 2026 
Winnebago County Circuit Branch 1

Runs: June 26, 2026, July 3, 2026 
and July 10, 2026

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT, 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF: 
CHRISTOPHER LEE GERRITS 

LIVING TRUST DATED 
JANUARY 15, 2020 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
LIMITATIONS ON CLAIMS 

(Trust Administration)

The administration of the trust 
has commenced for the dece-
dent-grantor, CHRISTOPHER LEE 
GERRITS, whose date of birth 
was October 24, 1953, and date 
of death was June 7, 2026. The 
decedent died with a residence in 
Winnebago County, State of Wis-
consin, with a post office address 
of 1636 Oak Hollow Lane, Neenah, 
Wisconsin 54956.

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 
701.0508, creditors’ claims must 
be filed with Patrick J. Hietpas and 
Cheryl A. Hietpas, co-trustees of 
the Christopher Lee Gerrits Living 
Trust dated January 15, 2020, with 
the power and authority to pay 
the debts of the decedent, at the 
address provided below, on or 
before November 3, 2026.

Address to file claims: 
Patrick J. Hietpas and Cheryl A. 
Hietpas 
c/o Lin Law LLC 
1928 Riverside Drive 
Green Bay, WI 54301

Dated this 26th day of June, 2026 
/s/ PATRICK J. HIETPAS, Trustee 
Dated this 26th day of June, 2026 
/s/ CHERYLA HIETPAS, Trustee

Runs: July 3, 2026, July 10, 2026 
and July 17, 2026

WNAXLP

For Sale

Legal Notice

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad
Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  

Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds

Obituaries
Ronald Einerson

Ronald Einerson was born Sept. 4, 1932 
in Argyle, WI to Herbert and Rose (Ste-

phenson) Einerson 
and passed away on 
June 22, 2026 at the 
age of 93. 

He graduated from 
Mt. Horeb High 
School in 1950 where 
he played football, 
basketball and base-
ball. He graduated 
from UW Platteville 
in 1956 where he 
played basketball. 
There Ron met the 
love of his life, De-
lores Hoesly, and 
they married in 1956. 
He served in the U.S. 
Army from 1952-54, 

part of that time as a Morse code operator 
in Korea. He received his Masters Degree 
from UW Madison in 1960. Ron taught 
History and coached basketball in Cash-
ton, Plymouth and Neenah. His Neenah 
teams won the state championships in 
1975 and 1978. He was named Wisconsin 
coach of the year in 1975 and the Neen-
ah fieldhouse was named in his honor in 
2003. Ron was selected as a charter mem-
ber of the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches 

Hall of Fame in 1979, as a member of the 
UW-Platteville Hall of Fame in 1989, and 
as a charter member of the Neenah School 
District Hall of Fame in 2015. 

Ron loved golf and the camaraderie of 
his friends, Neenah and Wisconsin Badger 
basketball and football games, and spend-
ing time with his children and grandchil-
dren. He enjoyed time in Door County 
and Florida. He journeyed domestically 
and internationally, not because he par-
ticularly enjoyed traveling, but because 
he loved his wife who loved to travel. His 
daughters remember him as a loving fa-
ther with a great sense of humor who lived 
his life with personal integrity and who 
loved his girls equally. They looked up to 
him as an accomplished speaker and in-
spirational leader. Ron valued and exem-
plified a strong work ethic, preparation, 
perseverance, teamwork, discipline, class, 
and character. 

Ron is survived by his daughters An-
dree (Craig) Fredrick of Madison, Lau-
ra (Mike) Radke, Madison and Leslie 
(Todd) Eberhardt, Orono, MN, his 
grandchildren Jason and Jordan (Natalie) 
Fredrick, Megan (Derek Polk) and Jen-
na Radke, and Nicholas, Taylor and Tori 
Eberhardt, and great-grandchildren Scot-
tie Fredrick and Bennett Polk. Also surviv-
ing are his brothers, Mal and Gary, sister-
in-law Jan Hoesly, and a number of nieces 

and nephews. He was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife, Delores, parents, sis-
ters-in-law Carol Gruber, Vi Einerson and 
Sandi Einerson and his brothers-in-law, 
Dwight Hoesly and Don Gruber. 

The family would like to thank Cardinal 
View Senior Living and Agrace staff for 
their support and compassionate care. 

 A Celebration of Life will be held Sun-
day, September 20, 2026 at Bridgewood 

Resort Hotel, 1000 Cameron Way, in Neen-
ah, WI., from noon to 3 p.m.Memorials can 
be made to the Ron and Delores Einerson 
Scholarship Fund at Neenah High School 
or First United Methodist Church Neenah. 

To view his obituary and share a mem-
ory, please visit: www.ryanfuneralservice.
com. Ryan Funeral Home & Legacy Cen-
ter 6728 Mader Drive Madison, WI 53719 
608-274-1000

(920) 486-5600
1077 TULLAR CT,
NEENAH, WI.

BOARDING • GROOMING • SUPPLIES

www.spslawyers.net
920-725-5305
251 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah

Help is here.

Call the 
experienced 
attorneys at 
Stillings, Pasquale 
& Swardenski 
to help you with 
your family law, 
estate planning or 
bankruptcy issue.

DON’T FACE YOUR LEGAL 
CHALLENGES ALONE
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Write two or three sentences about one 
or more things that make you smile.

What Makes You Smile?

Standards Link: Self-reflect to Identify personal 
sources of joy (SEL).

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Play Four Square

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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ART
CHALK
COLOR
DRAW
FOUR
FROG
GRID
HOP
JUMP
LINE
PLAY
RED
SHAPES
SPIN
SQUARE
TRACE

Standards Link: Learn rules, strategies, and problem-solving skills needed to play a game.

Look through the 
newspaper for five 
numbers under 100. 
Rewrite each spelled 

out with letters of 
the alphabet. Use 

chalk if you have it!

Number 
Words

Standards Link: Spell out 
whole numbers from zero 

up to ninety-nine.

Make a Hopscotch Challenge!

Maze 
Mix-Up!

You need three di�erent 
colors of chalk for this 

game. Start by making 
three shapes lined up in a 

row to be  START spots.

Move forward at least 
10 feet and make a 

matching-colored shape 
to be the  END spot.

Draw a crooked line 
between each pair of 

START and END spots of 
the same color. Be sure to 

have some of the lines 
cross over each other.

Each player picks a colored line 
and follows it, doing di�erent 

activities like these:
bouncing a ball
hopping on one foot
walking on tiptoes

•
•
•

twirling
walking backwards
walk in slow motion

•
•
•

•
•
•

Find three friends. Draw a big square and then 
divide it into four smaller boxes of the same size.

You and each friend stand in a di�erent square.

Find a bouncy ball and 
start serving and 
 returning the ball from 
    square to square.

Draw a large grid with squares that are large 
enough for you to stand in. The 
grid should have at least four 
squares on each side.

Write a letter inside 
each square on the grid. 
Be sure to include at 
least four vowels, but 
not in a row.

Take turns stepping 
from one letter to 
another to create a 
word. You can jump 
over a square if you need to. Write each word that is spelled 
out in chalk on the sidewalk. What is the largest word 
someone can make?

1.

2.

3.

What can you 
draw starting with  
these chalk lines?

What other activities 
can you think of?

Spot the di�erences 
between these two 

pictures.

Use masking tape to create 
a square on cement.

Add more strips of masking 
tape to create a design.

Color the spaces in the design.

Standards Link: Reading: Follow simple, written directions.

Carefully remove the tape.

Standards Link: Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

Standards Link: Follow basic 
written directions.
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Standards Link: Reading: Follow simple, written instructions.

In the morning or late afternoon, have a friend stand in a pose while you trace 
their shadow’s outline with sidewalk chalk. Then, have your friend trace your 
shadow. Decorate your shadows in colorful and creative ways.

Draw lines to connect each 
hand to its shadow.

SPONSOR
KID SCOOP

Invest in local kids. 
Invest in local literacy.
Supporting literacy, learning and 
community through local journalism.

CONTACT US TODAY
920-486-1616

www.neenahnews.com

BY SPONSORING KID SCOOP,
YOUR BUSINESS HELPS:

• Promote childhood 
literacy

• Support educational 
enrichment

• Encourage family 
engagement

• Provide a free 
learning resource to 
local children

• Demonstrate your 
commitment to our 
community


