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There is something especially mean-
ingful about watching a hometown artist 
step onto a New York City stage for a solo 
debut. For those in the Fox Cities who 
have followed Josh Thone’s journey, that 
moment feels both thrilling and deeply 
personal.

From his roots in Northeast Wiscon-
sin to prestigious stages in Manhattan, 
Thone’s career reflects talent, dedication 
and an unwavering commitment to story-
telling through song.

Thone is an award-winning performer 
and director, whose work blends the ele-
gance of jazz with the heart and emotion-

al resonance of musical theater. Over the 
years, he has built a career that bridges 
the Midwest and the 
East Coast, honoring 
his  Wisconsin roots, 
while earning recog-
nition on some of the 
country’s most cele-
brated stages. 

Thone last month 
made his solo debut 
in New York City, per-
forming in “To: Wis-
consin, From: NYC, With Love” at the 54 
Below venue. 

When Thone returns to perform in 
Neenah and the greater Fox Cities area, 

it still is special for him, often becoming 
more than just another concert. The audi-
ence often includes former teachers, class-
mates, family friends and early mentors, 
who witnessed the very beginning of the 
journey. For Thone, those performances 
are both grounding and  deeply 
meaningful. 

“They serve as a reminder of where I 
started, and of the community that helped 
nurture my ambitions,” Thone said.

He recently performed at the Fox Cit-
ies Performing Arts Center in the Center 
Stage High  School Musical Theatre Pro-
gram’s 10-year anniversary concert along-
side fellow alumni.  That night, he closed 
the evening with his rendition of “This Is 

the Moment” from Jekyll & Hyde, a song 
he previously sang in that very building in 
2022 when he performed for the  Jimmy 
Awards. 

His last solo appearance at the Fox 
Cities PAC was his debut solo con-
cert, which later earned him the Broadway 
World Award for Best Concert/Cabaret/
Solo Performance. 

Performing on the Fox Cities PAC 
stage as part of the Center Stage program, 
which other performers this year will have 
the opportunity to do May 16, was an ear-
ly highlight of Thone’s journey.

“I had always dreamed of performing 

Hometown artist premieres solo debut on New York stage

Thone

See Thone performs on Page 4
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Field science
Young naturalists gathered Saturday at the WILD Center in Fox Crossing for the annual BioBlitz, a hands-on event dedicated 
to identifying and characterizing local life. Sponsored by the Wild Ones Fox Valley Area chapter, the program teaches youth 
how to document birds, insects and native plants, contributing real-world data to global conservation efforts while fostering a 
deeper connection to the Fox River ecosystem.

Former UW campus  
facilities will be used
By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Winnebago County has inked an 
agreement to reopen the theater and 
fieldhouse facilities at the Winnebago 
Fox campus in Menasha.

The county and Wisconsin Entertain-

ment Group Venue Partners (WEG) 
agreed to a one-year deal for WEG to 
offer a wide range of events from theater 
productions and concerts to expos and 
athletic events. 

The facilities have been closed since 
the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
shuttered the campus June 30, 2025. 
The county took ownership on July 1 of 
last year and secured keeping open the 
campus child care center by working 

with the Menasha Joint School District 
and reopening the Barlow Planetarium. 
Faith Technologies Inc. in December 
expressed interest in using the site as a 
training facility and signed a letter of in-
tent, but after three months decided not 
to purchase the site.

At that point, County Executive 
Gordon Hintz said the focus turned to 

Theater, fieldhouse reopen in Menasha

See Facilities to open on Page 7
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

YOU CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

You’re invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

All are welcome!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community withWe are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. 

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! 

Check us out atCheck us out at
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha1366 Appleton Road in Menasha

 Proclaiming the Gospel
 Strengthening Believers
 Serving Others
 Supporting Neenah Lutheran School – 3K to 8

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

Worship Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am

  436 S. Lake St.
  Neenah, WI  54956
  (920) 725-1330

www.martinlutherneenah.org

WELS

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

SERVICE TIMES:
SATURDAYS @ 5PM, SUNDAYS @ 9AM

1228 S. PARK AVE. NEENAH, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510   |   WWW.PEACENEENAH.COMREACHING OUT.    SERVING JESUS.    CELEBRATING HIS LOVE.
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• Pickup & Delivery
• New Equipment Sales
• Fresh Inventory In Stock
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Tune up your mower, sharpen your chainsaw and
save on new equipment!  Stop in and see what’s

new or call to schedule service
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Friday, May 1
First Friday Concert Series: Beginner 

Line Dancing, 2 p.m., Neenah Public 
Library

Saturday, May 2
Harbor House Amazing Race Fund-

raiser, 8:30 a.m., Harbor House
Doty Island Cleanup Day, 9 a.m., 

Doty Island
Zephyrfest, 5:30 p.m., Fox Cities Ex-

hibition Center

Sunday, May 3
Vintage Flowers and Market, 10 a.m., 

Red Door Mercantile
Lawrence University Student Jazz 

Quartet: Spring Sessions, 2 p.m., Neen-
ah Public Library

Raga Rock Rhythm Concert, 3:30 p.m., 
Neenah High School Black Box Theater

Wednesday, May 6
Touch A Truck, 10 a.m., Memorial 

Park
Living More Comfortably: Under-

standing Pain and Relief Options, 3:30 
p.m., Valley VNA Senior Care, 1535 
Lyon Drive

Thursday, May 7
Bake Sale, 7 a.m., ThedaCare Region-

al Medical Center-Neenah

Saturday, May 9
Junk in the Trunk, 8 a.m., City Hall
Doty Island Shoreline Volunteer 

Planting, 9 a.m., Doty Park
Little Duckling Pint-Sized Prom, 

10:30 a.m., Neenah Public Library
Meet Authors Tansy Lederhaus and 

Jon Hagen, 10:30 a.m., Lyons Books, 
127 W. Wisconsin Ave. 

Show Choir Finale, 7:30 p.m., Pickard 
Auditorium

Tuesday, May 12
The Power of Self Talk: Transforming 

Your Inner Dialogue, 6 p.m., Village of 
Fox Crossing, 2064 Municipal Drive

High School Choir Concert, 7:30 
p.m., NHS Performing Arts Center

Wednesday, May 13
Fox Talks: Leadership in the Fox Cit-

ies - Paths, People, and Possibilities, 8 
a.m., Community First Credit Union

Calendar 
of events

Submitted photo

Water walk
Young members of First Presbyterian Church-Neenah planned and participated in 
a water walk from Church Street to Shattuck Park on April 19. The youth group 
raised $2,300 from the water walk. The money will go toward the larger Presbyterian 
Church USA Giving Catalog.

Divine 
Services:

Sunday morning 9:00 a.m.
Monday evening 6:30 p.m.

Ask me about Grace!

www.facebook.com/grace.neenah

1390 Breezewood Lane, Neenah, WI  54956
920-722-5550  |  www.graceneenah.com
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Shane Zillmer, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Avenue
Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

Have questions about withdrawing
funds, converting your account or
generating income?
Gain experienced guidance while ensuring your retirement
accounts are following your investment strategy. Contact 
me today, and let’s make sure you’re still on the right track.

IRT-4395I-A  AECSPAD 

By MaryBeth Matzek
Neenah News

Winnebago County officials will help municipalities 
and their residents start cleaning up when floodwater 
across the area begins receding.

Winnebago County Health Officer Doug Gieryn said 
the goal is to help minimize adverse consequences for im-
pacted businesses and homeowners. 

“We had some businesses impacted from flooding and 
our goal is to get them back up and running as soon as 
we can,” he said. “We provide a supportive response in-
forming them about clean-up hazards, what items to keep, 
what not to keep, if they lost power what food should be 
tossed and making sure their drinking water is safe.” 

If a well was flooded, Gieryn said it needs to be disin-
fected with a strong chlorine solution or chlorine tablets. 
Residents can do it themselves or a professional can help. 
Afterward, the county can provide free water testing kits 
to make sure the water is safe to drink.

The health department has also shared information 
about cleaning certain items, deciding what to throw away 
due to concerns about mold and wearing personal protec-
tive equipment when cleaning.

This spring’s flooding is the county’s first major flood-
ing event since 2008. Back then, the flood was contained 
to urban Oshkosh and was caused primarily by heavy 
rainfall. Winnebago County Emergency Director Eric 
Rasmussen said this year’s flooding is spread out over a 
wider distance and time.

Streets in Neenah have been covered in water as the Fox 
River has spilled over its banks in spots. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) Chicago District is actively 
managing high water levels on Lake Winnebago, with all 
gates at the Neenah and Menasha dams opened in April to 
maximize outflow.

The Neenah Parks and Recreation Department said 
Tuesday the Kimberly Point shoreline sustained signifi-
cant damage due to recent weather. Park staff was working 
to restore access and said to use caution in the area. 

Rasmussen said his department’s role is to come along-
side local municipalities and help them navigate the clean-

up process. The department instructed municipalities to 
divide the waste from the flood into vegetation, construc-
tion debris and household items like furniture and boxes.

“We are doing what we can to get our communities to 
recover,” he said. “The lake levels will remain high for an-
other week and some properties still have a lot of water 
on them. We want to make sure the water levels are going 
down and staying down.”

Once the waste is gathered, local communities decide 
whether there will be curbside pickups or a centralized 
pick-up location. Winnebago County Solid Waste works 
with municipalities to make sure they still follow recycling 
and landfill rules, such as no vegetation in the landfill, 
during the special collection, said Kathy Hutter, director 
of Winnebago County Solid Waste.

“We need to keep things in separate piles — demolition 
items need to be separate from household items for exam-
ple,” she said. “We’ve also worked with municipalities to 
give them a list of vendors who would be available to do 
special recycling pickups or electronics pickups for their 
communities.”

The Department of Emergency Management and local 
municipalities distributed a lot of sandbags and Rasmus-
sen said each community will have advice on how to take 
care of them.

“They are full of bacteria. You can’t just dump that sand 
in your backyard sandbox,” he said. “Follow the advice 
you receive from your community leaders.”

The City of Neenah has been supplying sandbags as 
needed at two locations: Friendship Trail parking lot and 
the corner of High Street and W. North Water Street. The 
city said it would update when used sandbags will be col-
lected. 

The city plans to schedule multiple special collec-
tions of flood-damaged items. Any metal and appliances 
(non-Freon) must be called in to arrange collection, the 
city said. 

Gieryn said recovery is a long process, and it is import-
ant to connect people to the necessary resources. 

The county is communicating information about flood-
water dangers, what to do when re-entering a home, the 
clean-up process, health dangers and more through vari-
ous Facebook pages. It also created an online Flood Re-
covery guide.

The Emergency Management Department will begin 
damage assessments next week. This information will be 
essential in case the area qualifies for federal disaster dol-
lars. Rasmussen said there are a lot of steps to go through 
for the area to qualify for federal disaster dollars. 

Residents are encouraged to call 211 to report any 
property damage. 211 keeps track of the information and 
county officials will use it to track what areas need clean-
up help.

Winnebago County created a webpage that houses all 
of its flood-related information: https://www.winneba-
gocountywi.gov/319/Flooding Information.

Photo by Patti Lee

Residents earlier this week had to navigate high water on W. 
North Water Street in Neenah as flooding continues to cause 
problems throughout the area.

County guides residents in post-flood clean-up process
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%
off
Blinds

FREE
Non Prorated 

replacement for
life of the blind

Call for details
Not valid with any other offer. 

Not valid on previous service/purchase. 
Must present coupon attime of estimate.

Norman® products are backed by a lifetime 
warranty against defects in the materials 
and /or workmanship for as long as the 
original purchaser owns the product.

Norman® products are backed by a lifetime warranty against defects in the materials 
and /or workmanship for as long as the original purchaser owns the product.

Up to

20

WindoW
Blinds
for your
Home or 
office

We do all tHe measuring
& installation...

you just sit Back and enjoy!

tHe Blind guy 
of Wisconsin

Call For a FREE In Home Consultation

theblindguyofwisconsin@gmail.com

• Roller & Solar
   Shades
• Faux Wood &
   Wood Blinds

• Honeycomb Blinds
• Perfect Sheer Blinds
• And Many More...

(920) 277-8754

The Cheese Table Presents:
The Spring Cheese Tasting Series 

May 7, 6:30
May 13, 6:30
May 20, 6:30
May 28, 6:30

A guided tasting experience of a selection of 
Wisconsin and Alpine cheeses, paired with seasonal 

produce to celebrate the arrival of spring.

Space is limited! Reserve your seat now!
125 W Wisconsin Ave, Neenah  |  920.215.3145

Available 
Dates:

on the PAC stage in any capacity,” Thone 
said. “Stepping foot on that stage feels sur-
real every time.”

Thone was named Best Leading Actor 
at the 2022  Center Stage Awards. Thone 
said even nearly five years after going to 
the Jimmy Awards through Center Stage, 
he has never forgotten the support he’s 
received from his family at the Fox Cities 
PAC and through the Center Stage pro-
gram. He had gone to Center Stage Show-
cases growing up. 

“I believe every single one until my 
school, Xavier High School, participated 
in 2022,” Thone said. “Being able to have 
such a vast exposure of the arts through 
the Fox Cities PAC and in Neenah grow-
ing up was one of a kind and special.”

Thone recently made his professional 
debut in Skylight Music Theatre’s Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat 
during the 2025 holiday season. In that 
three-month run, he achieved his dream of 
performing full-time on one of his favor-
ite Milwaukee stages. Before joining the 
company of Joseph, Thone starred in the 
Milwaukee Opera Theatre’s  reimagined 
H.M.S. Pinafore as Ralph Rackstraw. 

Beyond performing, Thone is the ex-
ecutive director of Josh Thone and Com-
pany LLC, his own production company. 
Through this venture, he has produced 
multiple sold-out events, including his di-
rection of Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dream coat. 

Thone’s formative years in the Fox Cit-
ies played a significant role in shaping his 
artistic  identity. Like many Midwestern 
artists, Thone’s early experiences were 
rooted in community productions, school 

performances and regional training pro-
grams.

“The tight-knit arts community of 
Northeast Wisconsin provided oppor-
tunities for  young performers to explore 
theater, music and leadership from an 
early age,” Thone said.  “Those environ-
ments  instilled not only discipline and 
professionalism, but also a deep appreci-
ation for collaboration.”

Thone’s time studying at Milwaukee’s 
Peck School of the Arts further developed 
his technical foundation. His career de-
velopment reflects steady growth rather 
than overnight success. His mom, Becky 
Thone, is someone he looks up to deeply. 
One lesson he carries with him through-
out his career is her reminder of “quality 
over quantity.” 

Thone has taken small, intentional steps 
that have planted seeds throughout his 
career. From regional stages to national 
competitions, from ensemble roles to solo 
features, he has expanded his artistic reach 
step by step. He said each opportunity 
built upon the last, gradually widening his 
audience, while remaining connected to 
his roots.

“There is also an added sense of joy and 
gratitude in those moments,” Thone said. 

While New York City stages offer pres-
tige and visibility, hometown audiences 
offer something different: shared history. 

“The applause feels personal,” he said. 
“The stories land with deeper resonance. 
The music becomes a celebration not just 
of individual success, but of community 
pride.”

As Thone prepared for his NYC solo de-
but, the connection to home has remained 
central; his journey from Neenah to New 
York is not a departure from his roots. 

“It is an extension of them,” he said. 
The storytelling warmth, the blend of 

jazz and musical theater, and the commit-
ment to authenticity can all be traced back 
to the Midwest values that shaped him. 

“I didn’t have to venture out far growing 
up to experience high quality arts enter-
tainment,” Thone said. “It was right here 
in my backyard. My NYC solo show debut 
was a huge acknowledgement of that.”

His NYC solo debut April 4 blended 
the concept of the stage act he has toured 
around Wisconsin since last summer with 
a focus on celebrating the journey from 
small-town  Wisconsin beginnings to the 
New York City Broadway scene through 
intimate storytelling,  laughter and pow-
erhouse performances from Wiscon-
sin-raised artists now thriving in NYC and 
beyond. 

Featuring music made famous by small-
town legends and Broadway favorites, in-
cluding:  “Coat of Many Colors,” “Exile,” 
“Not the Boy Next Door,” “Brave” and 
“Look to the  Rainbow,” Thone creates 

a nostalgic, joy-filled atmosphere that 
blends original music,  shared memories 
and a celebration of where we come from. 

Under the musical direction,  and ac-
companiment of Neenah native Jack 
Murphy, the evening welcomed a line-up 
of guest artists, whose journeys echo the 
heart of the show, from small-town Wis-
consin to the Big Apple. 

Thone hopes his journey from local 
stages such as the Fox Cities PAC for the 
Center Stage program to New York City is 
an inspiration for other young performers.

“It reinforces the importance of arts ed-
ucation and regional support systems, and 
it reminds young performers currently sit-
ting in local auditoriums that their dreams 
are possible, too,” he said.

Thone’s career is still unfolding, but he 
said one thing is certain: no matter how far 
the stage may be from home, Neenah and 
the greater Fox Cities will always be part 
of his story.

Thone performs
from Page 1

Neenah News

The City of Neenah is seeking applica-
tions to fill a vacancy for an alderperson in 
the second district.  

The vacancy was created with the elec-
tion of Alderman Brian Borchardt as 
mayor. The new appointee will serve the 
remainder of his aldermanic current term 
expiring April 20, 2027.

The minimum requirements are for 
the alderperson to be at least 18 years of 
age, a resident of the second district, the 
ability to attend weekly evening meetings 
and must be available to give a brief pre-
sentation June 3 at the common council 
meeting.

Interested residents from the second 
district should complete the Application 

for Appointment and return it to the 
Clerk’s Office in City Hall. 

Applications can be completed online 
or be picked up in person from the Clerk’s 
Office. 

Applications must be received by noon 
May 29 to be considered.

Selected applicants will be required to 
attend the June 3 common council meet-
ing at 6 p.m. to provide a brief presenta-
tion to the council highlighting their qual-
ifications and interests in this role. The 
council will evaluate the presentations 
and vote; after which, an appointment will 
be made, the appointee will be sworn in 
by the Clerk and the appointee will attend 
the remainder of the meeting as a voting 
council member.

Neenah looks to fill alderman position
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165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH
920.751.4658 | BMMGLASS.COM

Visit bmmglass.com, or scan for 
more information and to register.

Ages 5 – 7
July 6–9, July 13–16

Ages 8 –11
June 22–25, July 13–16,

August 17–20
Ages 12 –15

July 6–9, August 17–20

Art Camp
Open House

Saturday, May 2

Art Camps
at Bergstrom-Mahler

Museum of Glass

Camp Art Project Demos

Sample Camp Art Projects 
on Display

20% Discount on Camps 
for same day signups!

2026 Camp Schedule:

At Lakeland Care Plus Technology, we help
strengthen businesses across Wisconsin through
secure, resilient, and community‑focused technology
solutions. Our experienced team takes the time to
understand your unique needs, identifying risks and
opportunities that enhance security, stability and
ensure long-term business success.

DRIVINGDRIVING
EXCELLENCEEXCELLENCE
THROUGH SECURE TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONSTHROUGH SECURE TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

www.lcplustech.com
info@lcplusinc.com
920-906-5100

For more information contact us: 

Photo from Neenah Arts Council

Art on display
The Neenah Joint School District’s annual art show is on display through May 10 at 
the Neenah Public Library. The top projects from the year representing all grade levels 
and all schools across the district are on display on the main floor and second floor 
lobbies during regular library hours. The Touch of Class ensemble performed in April 
during an opening reception for the exhibit.

Neenah News

In its 10th anniversary season, the Fox 
Cities Performing Arts Center’s Center 
Stage High School Musical Theater Pro-
gram has named its 2025-26 recognition 
recipients, highlighting the talent and con-
tributions of more than 2,200 participat-
ing students across 34 area schools.

The Center Stage Program was launched 
in 2016 as an education initiative that cel-
ebrates and supports the achievements 
of high school musical theater while de-
veloping confidence, creativity, and col-
laboration among high school students 
throughout Northeast Wisconsin. Edu-
cational opportunities are provided all 
season long for students and educators to 
learn and grow together in their craft.

Participating schools and recognition 
recipients will be celebrated when the 
program culminates in a red-carpet, Tony 
Awards style showcase at 7:30 p.m. May 
16 at the P.A.C. 

Gibson Rause as The Baker in St. Mary 

Catholic’s production of “Into the Woods” 
is nominated for Honorable Mention in a 
Lead Role.

Hayley Eastman, drama teacher at St. 
Mary Catholic High School, is an Influen-
tial Theater Educator nominee. St. Mary 
Catholic High School and their produc-
tion of “Into the Woods” is nominated for 
Outstanding Ensemble.

Juliette Bergstrom as Little Red Riding 
Hood in St. Mary Catholic’s “Into the 
Woods” production is nominated for Out-
standing Performance in a Lead Role.

Raya Kersten as Jane Banks in Neenah’s 
production of Disney and Cameron Mack-
intosh’s Mary Poppins is nominated for 
Outstanding Performance in a Supporting 
Role. Neenah High School is nominated 
for Outstanding Student Run Crew. 

Tickets for the Center Stage Showcase are 
on sale and can be purchased at the Fox Cit-
ies P.A.C. ticket office in person, by phone 
at 920-730-3760, or through the Fox Cities 
P.A.C. website and Ticketmaster online. 

High school musical theater 
groups receive recognition

Neenah News

Neenah High School orchestra students 
had the opportunity to learn about the si-
tar and tabla last week from international-
ly-acclaimed musicians Snehesh Nag and 
Sutanu Sur. 

The duo explained their instruments to 

the students and also played with Neenah 
students who performed a sitar and tabla 
piece for the state solo and ensemble festi-
val on Saturday. 

Nag and Sur will be performing with 
Neenah teacher Phil Smyth in a Raga 
Rock Rhythm Concert at 3:30 p.m. Sun-
day in the high school’s black box theater.

Orchestra students perform with special guests

Pick a Bloom, Win a Prize!
Every Bloom Reveals a Surprise Deal

Live ANewU Open House Special

EVENT SPECIALS:

Located inside Glow Spa
1576 Lyon Dr, Neenah | 920.215.0070

MAY 7, 5-7 P.M. 
Win skincare products, supplements, 

and discounted services!

Buy 4 months of GLP-1, get 
your first month FREE

• Botox: $10/unit
• Xeomin: $8/unit
• Lip Flip: $90
• 10% off gift 

card purchase

• $50 off 1 
syringe filler

• $125 off 2 
syringe filler
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Spreading Wings

And Beyond!

You’re Invited!

Nurturing children as they
            develop and explore

Building a secure foundation
            for faith and academia

(920) 725-8797    |    NewHopeConnect.org/SOAR
1850 American Drive, Neenah

Dedicated to early education
Growing with families through middle school

Schedule a personal tour anytime
Join us for an open house

Wednesday, May 13
5:30pm-7:00pm

Flying into Preschool

 Affordable tuition includes
            breakfast for all

3K & 4K included when
            attending LELC full time

GARDEN CENTERGARDEN CENTER

ANDAND BLOOM BLOOM
RED,RED, WHITEWHITE

CHEERS TO 250 YEARS! 
SCAN TO EXPLORE SEASONAL 

PLANTING IDEAS & INSPIRATION!

CELEBRATE AMERICA’S 250TH ANNIVERSARY 
IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD!

To see the face 
behind the vision, 

join us for Remarkable Style: 

Date: 
Saturday, June 6, 2026

Time: 
Casino Games at 4 pm, Dinner at 6:30 pm,

Film Premiere and Auction to follow

Location: 
Miron Construction, Co. Inc.

1471 McMahon Road, Neenah

Tickets (Scan QR Code or visit website):

Identity Revealed:

June 6, 2026

www.remarkablewi.org

We have found an ICON—
someone who defies labels and bridges the gap

between opportunity and inclusion for people
with and without disabilities alike.

Casino Games

Elegant Dinner

Film Premiere

PRESENTED BYPRESENTED BY

SPONSORED BYSPONSORED BY

$10 OFF

COUPON

CODE

Newspaper10

Remarkable is a dedicated non-profit organization committed to
elevating the lives of people with diverse abilities. We achieve

this by offering purposeful employment, engaging projects, and
enriching activities serving the greater Winnebago and

Outagamie Counties.

Auto Loan Special

Cash BackCash BackCash Back
500500500$$  $ 
gET UP TOgET UP TO

Offer valid on new/used auto loans only. Requires minimum of $5,000 new money financed with Badger Globe Credit Union to
qualify. Cash back is calculated based on 1% of new money financed up to a maximum of $500 and will be deposited into your
Badger Globe Credit Union checking account at closing. If the loan is paid off within 90 days, the cash back amount will be added to
the loan payoff. A Badger Globe Credit Union checking account and direct deposit with payroll deduction or automatic loan payments
is required. Loan approval subject to credit qualifications and underwriting standards. Offer subject to change or end without notice.
Other restrictions may apply. Membership eligibility required. 

Neenah News

After more than three decades of public 
service, State Representative Dean Kau-
fert announced Monday he will not seek 
reelection to the Wisconsin State Assem-
bly. 

“After a great deal of thought and reflec-
tion, there comes a time when you simply 
know it is time,” said Kaufert, a Repub-
lican from Neenah.  “Family and health 
concerns have led me to this decision, but 
it is not one I make lightly.  Representing 
the Fox Valley has been an honor and priv-
ilege.” 

Kaufert’s career in public service spans 
over 38 years, including four years as an 
alderman for the City of Neenah (1985–
1991), 24 years as state representative 

for the 55th District (1991– 2014), eight 
years as mayor of the City of Neenah 
(2014–2022) and most recently two years 
as state representative for the 53rd Assem-
bly District (2024–2026). 

“I have enjoyed over 38 years of my life 
representing this area trying to do what is 
right for the citizens — no matter what 
party affiliation they may be,” Kaufert said 
in announcing his decision.  “Making a 
difference and standing up for those who 
need a voice — the little guy — has been 
at the heart of everything I have done.” 

A lifelong resident of the Neenah-Me-
nasha area, Kaufert reflected on his deep 
roots in the community. 

“I grew up in Menasha and have lived 
in Neenah my entire life,” Kaufert said. 
“This area is not just where I serve — it is 

home. It is truly one of the best places to 
live, work, play and raise a family. Though 
I am retiring from public service, I will 
always care deeply about our community 
and state. It has been the honor of a life-
time to serve the people of the 53rd and 
55th Assembly Districts and the citizens of 
Neenah as mayor.” 

Kaufert decides against seeking reelection

Neenah News

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area (MSA) and Winnebago County saw 
their unemployment rate increase to 3.7% 
in February, up from 3.3% in January and 
3.2% a year ago, according to preliminary 
data from the state Department of Work-
force Development.  

Preliminary February 2026 unemploy-
ment rates increased in all 13 metropoli-
tan areas over the month. Rates increased 
in all 13 metropolitan areas over the year.

Preliminary February 2026 unemploy-
ment rates increased in all of Wisconsin’s 
35 largest cities over the month. Unem-
ployment rates decreased in one city over 
the year: Superior. Rates increased in the 
remaining 34 cities over the year.

Preliminary February 2026 unemploy-
ment rates decreased in one county over 
the month: Clark. Rates increased in the 
remaining 71 counties over the month. 
Unemployment rates decreased in three 
counties over the year. Rates increased in 
66 counties over the year and stayed the 
same in the three remaining counties.

Estimates of unemployment and em-
ployment statistics are from the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.

Unemployment rate 
increases in county
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IN STOCK CARPET & LVPIN STOCK CARPET & LVP
FREE MEASUREMENTSFREE MEASUREMENTS

INTEREST-FREE FINANCINGINTEREST-FREE FINANCING
TRUSTED INSTALLERSTRUSTED INSTALLERS

IN STOCK CARPET & LVPIN STOCK CARPET & LVP
FREE MEASUREMENTSFREE MEASUREMENTS

INTEREST-FREE FINANCINGINTEREST-FREE FINANCING
TRUSTED INSTALLERSTRUSTED INSTALLERS

WISCONSIN’S
LARGEST
FLOORING
PROVIDER.
WWW.CARPETCITYWI.COM

920.840.6860

VINYL PLANK | HARDWOOD | LAMINATE | TILE

3825 W. WISCONSIN AVE.
APPLETON, WI 54914

By Nico DeGroot 
News Contributor

A right-of-way transfer along Stanford 
Drive in the Town of Neenah clears the 
way for three neighboring residents to 
complete a joint purchase of an adjacent 
vacant lot.

The transfer was approved by 14 elec-
tors April 21 during the town’s annual 
meeting.

The annual meeting, which was held 
at Town Hall, is the one occasion each 

year when town electors – registered vot-
ers attending in person – make decisions 
the town board cannot make on its own. 
Under Wisconsin law, only electors can 
authorize the sale of town real property, 
which made the vote a necessary step for 
the larger transaction to proceed. 

The three buyers are residents who live 
across Stanford Drive from the vacant lot 
and are purchasing the parcel jointly. The 
lot is adjacent to Franzoi Park. 

The approved right-of-way transfer cov-

ers a smaller portion of land at the edge of 
the lot that is currently held by the town 
and is being folded into the overall sale, so 
the buyers end up with a single parcel.

Chairman Tom Jankowski from the 
town’s Parks and Trails Committee spoke 
in support of the transfer, saying the sale 
would keep the lot from being purchased 
by a developer. The town will take owner-
ship of the portion of the Stanford Drive 
right-of-way not included in the neigh-
bors’ purchase. 

Electors also approved the 2025 annual 
meeting minutes and the 2025 treasurer’s 
report, witnessed the swearing in of new-
ly elected town officials and heard a pre-
sentation on 2025 accomplishments and 
2026 goals. 

They set the 2027 annual meeting for Tues-
day, April 20, following the statutory require-
ment that Wisconsin town annual meetings 
be held on the third Tuesday in April. The 
full meeting minutes, once approved, will be 
posted at townofneenah.com.

Town residents approve right-of-way property transfer

reopening the Communications Arts 
Center and fieldhouse.

“We wanted to get people back in 
these facilities but as a county, we’re not 
in the business of running theaters or 
fieldhouses, so we needed to turn to a 
third-party organization and WEG was 
the best option,” he said. “They came 
to us with so much excitement and they 
had great ideas, including new ones to 
breathe new life into this facility.”

Hintz said the loss of the theater and 
fieldhouse during the transition from 
UW-Oshkosh to the county was diffi-
cult.

“It was hard losing these community 
assets, but we’re excited to see the the-
ater and fieldhouse reopen while we 
work toward the long-term future plans 
for the campus,” he said. “Our goal is 
that these facilities are sustainable.”

WEG Director Jason Lipsky said it has 
been a long road for area organizations 
who used the campus theater for its per-

formances. 
“This theater sets us apart from other 

areas. It’s medium-sized and is just the 
right size for many of our groups,” he 
said, adding the space is ideal for differ-
ent events. “The theater facilities are in 
great shape and still in the early life stag-
es of their life cycle.”

The theater facilities were built in 
2009 at a cost of $14 million. UW-Os-
hkosh left the facilities as is when they 
left.

Local groups returning to the theater 
include the Fox Valley Concert Band 
and Attic Theater. 

Lipsky said touring acts will also per-
form at the theater, including AJ the An-
imated Illusionist, which is being pre-
sented by Lifest, on Monday.

The Attic Theater plans a production 
of “Decision Height” in June. Melody 
Buchinger, president of the Attic, said 
she’s “thrilled and excited to be back in 
this theater again.”

Fox Valley Performance Volleyball 
reached an agreement to utilize the 
fieldhouse. Owner Jason Wheelock said 
it was an easy “yes” to taking the space.

“With volleyball, you always need 
more space,” he said, adding the club 
primarily uses the Champion’s Center 
but that “sometimes you need this me-
dium-sized space where you can do les-
sons, smaller clinics or camps.”

Opening the theater and fieldhouse is 
an initial step as the county continues to 
market the entire 43-acre campus.

Hintz said the county continues to 
show the entire property to different 
groups and having the theater and field-
house open will be helpful. 

“We want viable programming here, 
so it doesn’t rely on tax dollars. The re-
ality is that the county may have to make 
tough choices if it doesn’t get private in-
vestment,” he said. “Opening this space 
will make the rest of campus more at-
tractive to further development.”

Ideally, the county would like to see 
some private development on the prop-
erty to add to the county’s tax base, 
whether it is housing or businesses, 
Hintz said. 

“We want the campus to be value-add-
ed to the community something educa-
tion-related or related to job training,” 

he said.
At Tuesday’s County Board of Su-

pervisors meeting, Hintz said April’s 
heavy rains led to some flooding in the 
mechanical area of the basement, put-
ting some equipment out of service on 
the campus. A new water heater was 
purchased to provide hot water to the 
planetarium, but otherwise current op-
erations were not affected. 

Faith Technologies will conduct a 
damage assessment. Any damage should 
be covered by insurance, Hintz said.

Facilities to open
from Page 1

SUNRISE SPECIALS
Four Seasons Restaurant

AVAILABLE MON-SAT 6-10AM, JUST $9

OPEN MON-SAT 6AM -7 PM, SUN 6AM-2PM 
1104 COMMERCIAL STREET

#1: 2 eggs, hashbrowns or diced
      potatoes with choice of meat
      and toast
#2: 2 pancakes, 2 eggs with bacon or
      sausage links
#3: Choice of 2pc French Toast,
      pancakes, crepes, or 1 waffle with      
      fruit topping
#4: 2 potato pancakes, 2 eggs, 
      bacon or sausage
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We live in your community. Kessler Fahrenkrug Funeral Home is 
more than a funeral provider—we’re your neighbors, offering grief 
resources, local partnerships, and unwavering support to help you 
through life’s toughest moments.  Give us a call to learn how we can 
support your family.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, WI 54956            
920 722 6464  |  kesslerfh.com

Serving  
Neenah families 
since 1886

*100 FEET MINIMUM. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions.

FFrreeee GGuutttteerr CClleeaanniinngg,, CCaallll ffoorr DDeettaaiillss
PPeerrmmaanneenntt SSoolluuttiioonn ttoo CCllooggggeedd GGuutttteerrss

Lifetime Transferable Warranty
Installs over new or existing gutters
Most Trusted Brand for 40+ Years
Over 60 million feet installed

www.WrightwayBuilt.com
1951 S Washburn St, Oshkosh WI 54904

15 % off 
up to

$1,500.00*

STORE HOURS
Tues: 9 AM- 1 PM 

Wed: 11 AM - 3 PM 
Thurs: 12 PM - 5 PM 

Exp Date of May 31, 2026

COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

• Classic car repair
• Custom exhaust
• Alignments
• Air conditioning

103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair
COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

• Classic car repair
• Custom exhaust
• Alignments
• Air conditioning

103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair

COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

• Classic car repair
• Custom exhaust
• Alignments
• Air conditioning

103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair

• Alignments
• Air Conditioning
• Custom exhaust
• Classic car repair

SOCCER

Neenah scores early  
in win over Spartans

The Rockets scored twice in the first 10 
minutes and that proved to be enough in a 
2-0 win over Oshkosh North in a Fox Val-
ley Association match on Tuesday.

JB Kennedy opened the scoring for 
Neenah when she poked in a shot off a 
Lizzy Lueneberg corner kick in the sev-
enth minute.

About two minutes later, Lilly Romjue 
gave Neenah the two-goal cushion when 
she finished off a cross from Annabelle 
Perry.

Over the weekend, the Rockets split a 
pair of games at the UW-La Crosse Invita-
tional, blanking Onalaska 6-0 while falling 

to Kettle Moraine, 2-1.
Maddie Schoonover and Grace Zieg-

ert each scored a pair of goals in the win 
over Onalaska with Perry and Lawsyn 
Michalkiewicz also finding the net. Perry, 
Schoonover, Michalkiewicz, Ella Buchta 
and Brooklyn Myers notched assists in the 
win.

Perry had the lone goal against Kettle 
Moraine, with Michalkiewicz recording 
the assist.

Zephyrs earn tie  
with Sturgeon Bay

Sr. Mary Catholic scored a pair of sec-
ond-half goals to net a 2-2 tie with Stur-
geon Bay over the weekend.

Morgan Porsche and Brecken Britzke 
each found the net for the Zephyrs in the 

Prep sports roundup
match.

St. Mary Catholic also faced a pair of 
tough opponents in Sheboygan Luther-
an/Christian and Howards Grove and lost 
by 5-1 margins in each contest.

Britzke scored the goal against the Cru-
saders, while Olivia Nagel scored off an 
assist from Vivie Auth against the Tigers.
SOFTBALL

Zephyrs can’t hold  
off Reedsville

St. Mary Catholic built a three-run lead 
in the fourth inning but couldn’t finish off 
the win, falling to Reedsville 5-4 on Tues-
day.

Illa Moder had an RBI-single in the 
third inning and Gabby Guerrero drove in 
a run with a base hit in the fourth as the 
Zephyrs took a 3-0 lead, but the Panthers 
answered with four straight runs to take 
the lead.

Emmi Weiss delivered an RBI-single in 
the top of the sixth to tie the score for the 
Zephyrs, but Reedsville answered in the 
bottom of the inning and held on for the 

win.
Emmi Weiss and Sammi Weiss each 

went 2-for-4 to lead St. Mary Catholic.
The Zephyrs’ seventh-inning rally came 

up short in an 11-10 loss to Hilbert in a 
game that saw the teams combine for 
three innings of at least five runs.

Guerrero drove home Scarlett Reichen-
bacher and then scored on a double steal 
in the top of the seventh inning to get St. 
Mary Catholic within a run but that would 
be as close as the Zephyrs would get.

Emmi Weiss finished 3-for-5 with a 
double and two RBIs for St. Mary Catho-
lic, while Breanna Neubert chipped in two 
hits.

Rockets rattle off three straight wins
Neenah topped Fond du Lac, 6-1, on 

Tuesday night to stretch their winning 
streak to three games.

The Rockets won both games at a trian-
gular on Saturday, beating Cedarburg 12-
3, while knocking off Middleton, 10-1. 

Neenah suffered a pair of Fox Valley 
Association losses to close out last week, 

See Prep roundup on Page 9
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• Monday, May 4 | 10:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, May 12 | 1:00 p.m.
• Friday, May 15 | 10:00 a.m.
• Monday, May 18 | 1:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, May 27 | 1:00 p.m.

• Thursday, May 21 | 10:00 a.m.
• Thursday, May 21 | 2:00 p.m.

OSHKOSH:
Evergreen Worship & Performing Arts Center 

1130 N. Westfield St., Oshkosh, WI

NEENAH:
DoubleTree by Hilton Neenah    

123 E. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah, WI

COME SEE
WHAT’S POSSIBLE
Something new is taking shape at Evergreen Fox 
Crossing, the area’s newest senior living community.
Whether you’re simply curious or beginning to plan 
for your next chapter, we invite you to learn more.

To RSVP scan the code. 
To learn more visit 

EvergreenFoxCrossing.com 
or call (920) 450-2524.

Join us for an information session.

2 0 2 5 - 2 6 
S E A S O N

VERDI REQUIEM
MAY 9 | 26

GIUSEPPE VERDI:  
 Messa da Requiem

G R A N D  F I N A L E

Place your order online from your phone or call our  

ticket office at 920-730-3760  |  foxvalleysymphony.com

Project: Oshkosh Herald Ad for Garden Shoppe 2026
File Name: Herald Ad_Garden Shoppe 2026_041326F.ai
Size: 1/24 page ad  -  2.4” wide x 2.5” high  -  1/8” bleed
Date: 04.13.26
Issue: April 29

C M Y K

COMING SOON

LET’S GET GRO ING
1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

OPENING MAY 1

2.5”

2.4”

losing to Kaukauna, 6-1, and Appleton 
North, 6-2.
GIRLS LACROSSE

Rockets come up 
short against Superior

Neenah rallied from a 3-1 deficit after 
one period with a pair of goals in the sec-
ond period but ended up dropping a non-
conference contest to Superior, 5-4, last 
week.

Josie Mroczkowski finished with two 
goals and an assist  to lead the Rockets.

Mara Dorow and Lola Johnson also 
scored in the game for Neenah.

Bristol Beschta finished with 12 saves in 
net for the Rockets.

Neenah bounced back Tuesday night, 
posting an 8-6 win over Janesville.
BOYS LACROSSE

Rockets roar to  
win over De Pere

Drew Green tallied six goals as Neenah 
cruised to a 16-3 win over De Pere last 
week.

Jude Marsh added three goals and three 
assists, while Jackson Herres chipped in 
two goals and two assists. Tyler Resch, 
Lenny Coulman, Reshawn Vaughn, Lukas 
Hamer and Hunter Weinke also scored for 
the Rockets, while Brayden Willes added 
a pair of assists.

Isaac Scholl finished with five saves in 
net for the Rockets.

On Saturday, the Rockets fell to Hud-
son 15-9 in a nonconference contest.

Marsh and Herres each scored three 

goals in the game for the Rockets, with 
Green, Coulman and Weinke each tally-
ing one.

Marsh and Weinke each had two assists 
to lead Neenah, while Scholl and Aviel 
Rintamaki combined for nine saves in 
goal.
BASEBALL

Big inning helps boost 
Neenah to victory

The Rockets surged into the lead with 
an eight-run fifth inning and rolled to a 
16-5 win over Badger last Saturday.

Neenah trailed 4-2 entering the top of 
the fifth but took the lead in the fifth and 
then tacked on  six more runs in the six to 
close out the win.

Prep roundup
from Page 8

Photo by Jim Koepnick

Neenah’s Jackson Herres looks to deliver the ball while being chased by a Hudson defender on Saturday.

Mack Krause hit a pair of home runs and 
finished 3-for-4 with five RBIs. Gus Wein-
holzer and Landen Sheppard each add-
ed three hits for the Rockets, while Levi 

Bolvin added a pair of doubles. Henry St. 
Clair blasted a home run and finished with 
five RBIs in the win.

Connor Amsler struck out four and al-
lowed just one run in four innings of relief 
to get the win.

The Rockets were coming off a 10-0, 
five-inning win over Kaukauna last Thurs-
day as Cal Juckem struck out eight in hurl-
ing the two-hit shutout.

Weinholzer paced the offense with two 
hits and three RBIs in the win as Neenah 
totaled seven hits and six walks in earning 
the victory.

A three-run first inning helped Neenah 
top Fond du Lac, 6-2, on Tuesday to run 
the team’s winning streak to four games.

Weinholzer, Ethan Hellengren, Henry 
St. Clair and Levi Bolvin each finished 
with two hits in the game, while Hellen-
gren also drove in a pair of runs.

Weinholzer struck out six and allowed 
just six hits and one earned run in tossing 
the complete game against Fond du Lac.

Bats come alive in  
St. Mary Catholic win

The Zephyrs pounded out 16 hits and 

See Prep roundup on Page 10

Like on FB Instagram Rushmw99

Open

Sunday, Monday,

Thursday, Friday

11 AM – 7 PM,
Saturday 9 AM-7 PM.

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

Home of handcrafted Meads,
Wines, & Ciders made from

locally sourced honey & fruits.
Dog-friendly outdoor seating!
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—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems

• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Lighting Solutions • Much More 
Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773 
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, LLC

Licensed/Insured

Mike Gauger
ISA Certified Arborist (R)

WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Pruning – Removal
Stump Grinding

Commercial Snow Removal

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work
Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial
920-830-3788

www.areawaterproofing.com

We’re Ready To 
Help 24/7

920-260-6660 
911restorationoshkosh.com

The blueprint for your “Fresh Start” 
is just a phone call away. 

RESTORATION SERVICES

HANDYMAN

Greg Wisnefske
40 years of experience

C: 920.500.0731 | H: 920.836.3086 
gwisnefske7779@gmail.com
7779 Oakwood Ave, Neenah

• Decks
• Flooring
• Windows
• Interior Painting
• Remodeling
• and much more!

LAWN EQUIPMENT

DB’S
POWER CENTER

– Sales & Service
– Pickup & Delivery

– Repairs of all makes
– STIHL & Husqvarna brands

PROUDLY SERVING 
NEENAH SINCE 2016

920.486.1231
1314 S. COMMERCIAL ST.

PROPERTY SERVICES

We are 
YOUR Local 

‘Ink Link’ 
for ALL 

Print Projects!

• Holiday Cards
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• Graduation Cards
• Copies, Brochures
• Flyers, Posters
• & MORE!

920-582-4541920-582-4541
908 E Main • Winneconne908 E Main • Winneconne
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.commaekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

Standard & Custom Designs
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

REALTOR

BRITTANIE
  DIX REALTOR

920-809-7484
brittaniedix@kw.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Real estate
with a heart.

Put Your Business Where 
the Community Looks. 
Advertise weekly in the Business Service Directory in the Oshkosh 
Herald, Neenah News and Winneconne News and reach 90,000+ 
local readers. 

Affordable visibility for less than $65 per week.
Call 920-385-4512 today to learn more.

EXTERIOR CONTRACTOR

Siding-Vinyl and LP Smartside
Windows/Doors-Pella and Provia

Roofing-50 year GAF Warranty
Gutters and Leaf Protection
Soffit, Fascia, and Repairs

Insurance Claims

Call Neenah Resident Mike at
920-417-8199

RidgeTopExteriors.com
SINCE 2002 WITH MANY 5 STAR REVIEWS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

REAL ESTATE

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

BRIDGE REALTY
PARTNERS

Broker/Owner, REALTOR®

COLIN
DANIELS

CALL TODAY!

920.574.0619
colin@colindaniels.com

C O L I N D A N I E L S . C O M

scored the first eight runs of the game in 
an 11-7 win over Reedsville on Tuesday.

Caleb Vogel led the offensive barrage, 
finishing 3-for-5 while driving in four 
runs. Caleb Springborn, Jacob Ernsting, 
Ethan Plutz, Mason Wagner, Andrew Ern-
sting and Tarver Trinkner each finished 
with two hits in the game.

Trinkner scored a team-high three runs, 
while Jacob Ernsting and Andrew Ernst-
ing each drove in two runs.

Plutz struck out five in 4 2/3 innings 
with only two of the seven runs he allowed 
being earned. Carter Nicholson pitched 2 
1/3 scoreless innings of relief to close out 
the win.

On Saturday, the Zephyrs used a 10-run 
fourth inning to erase an early 4-0 deficit 
en route to beating Ripon, 12-4.

Andrew Ernsting finished 4-for-4 with 
three RBIs in the win, while Vogel and Ja-
cob Ernstong each added two hits in the 
win.

Benjamin Kuffel struck out three and 
pitched 3 2/3 scoreless innings of relief to 

earn the win. Kuffel did not allow a hit and 
walked only one.

The Zephyrs also scored a 7-4 win over 
Howards Grove, getting three runs in the 
fourth inning to take the lead before tack-
ing on two runs in both the fifth and sixth 
frames.

Jacob Ernsting finished 3-for-4 and 
drove in three runs, while Plutz and Trink-
ner each chipped in a pair of hits.

Aaron Ruppert allowed two runs over 
four innings to get the win on the mound 
for the Zephyrs.

Last week, the Zephyrs scored in every 
inning and rolled to a 14-5 win over Hilbert.

St. Mary Catholic finished with only 
six hits in the game but benefited from 11 
walks, seven hit batters and four Hilbert 
errors.

Owen DeWitt finished 2-for-4 for the 
Zephyrs, while Springborn scored four 
runs in the game and Trinkner scored 
three times.
TENNIS

Neenah faces  
tough foes at invite

The Rockets faced some strong compe-

tition over the weekend at the Brookfield 
East Invitational and finished 2-3 in their 
five dual meets.

Neenah posted wins over Nicolet (6-1) 
and Brookfield East (4-3), while dropping 
tight dual meets to Marquette (4-3) and 
Arrowhead (4-3). The Rockets also fell to 
Illinois powerhouse Winnetka New Trier, 
7-0.

Hunter Brown picked up three wins 
at No. 1 singles over the weekend, while 
also collecting a win at No. 1 doubles with 
Luke Grassl against Brookfield East.

Brady Lawatsch banked three wins 
on the weekend, scoring two wins with 
Grassl at No. 1 doubles, while also posting 
a win at No. 1 singles against Brookfield 
East. Grassl also earned three total wins, 
all at No. 1 doubles.

Last week, the Rockets breezed to a 7-0 
win over Oshkosh North in a Fox Valley 
Association dual meet.

Neenah swept the three doubles match-
es without losing a game as Lawatsch and 
Grassl at No. 1 doubles, Mercer Moss and 
Nicholas Zenzick at No. 2 doubles and 
Max Gerken and Tim Zhao at No. 3 dou-
bles all won by 6-0, 6-0 margins.

Brown dropped only one game in win-

ning his match at No. 1 singles, with Hen-
ry Farrell, Charlie Perry and Eric Hein 
also adding singles wins for the Rockets.
GIRLS TRACK

Rockets take team  
title at Preble Relays

Emma Severson and Celia Gentile led 
a dominant effort in the field events as 
Neenah topped Appleton North by six 
points to win the title at the Green Bay 
Preble Relays last week.

Severson had the longest throws in both 
the shot put – which she won by nearly 
14 feet – and the discus, while Gentile 
topped the competition in the long jump 
and triple jump. Aubrey Murwar added a 
win in the high jump with Resa Goethel 
took fourth in the pole vault.

Neenah placed first in one relay with 
Kendall Freier, Savannah Wendrick, Pay-
ton Schaefer and Natalie Willes winning 
the sprint medley relay.

Molly Snider, Brynn Fox, Kobi Meyer 
and Gentile placed second in both the 
400-meter and 800-meter relays, while 

Prep roundup
from Page 9

See Prep roundup on Page 12



 neenahnews.com x Page 11May 1, 2026

David W. Ziegenhagen
David W. Ziegenhagen, age 77, passed 

away with his loving family by his side at 
Ascension NE Wisconsin – Mercy Hos-

pital in Oshkosh. On 
November 27, 1948, 
David Wendt was 
born in Oshkosh to 
Robert and Rose-
mary (Howlett) Zie-
genhagen. Following 
his high school grad-
uation from Oshkosh 
High School, David 

enlisted in the United States Navy serving 
his country proudly and had been a mem-
ber of the American Legion in Oshkosh 
for many years.

He was an “Semi Professional”, driving 
semi through 5 states for JBT Transport in 
Oshkosh and Timblin Transport in Eden.

David reconnected with his high school 
sweetheart, Bonnie Sheffy, after being 
apart for over 25 years. They were united 
in marriage on July 17 1999. Hunting and 
fishing were a couple of David’s favorite 
things to do outside, but he also enjoyed 
challenging others to a game of darts, 
pool, or bowling.

David was known to many as a funny 
man, always trying to make people laugh, 
gathering as much information he could, 
and finding the humor or good in every-
thing, the eternal optimistic. He also went 
out of his way to make his wife, Bonnie 
as happy as he possibly could. David was 
a very loving and awesome father, grand-
father and great-grandfather and enjoyed 
spending time with all of them. 

David loved his blended family dearly 
and will be greatly missed by his loving 
wife of almost 27 years, Bonnie; his chil-
dren: Debbie ( Jerry) Heise and Dana Zie-

genhagen; his step-children: Wendy Frie-
drich and Gregory (Charlotte) Friedrich; 
9 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; 
his siblings: Sue Ziegenhagen, Sally Zie-
genhagen; Grace (Tom) Radig, Robbie 
(Doug Zerbe) Ziegenhagen, Dan Ziegen-
hagen, Lenny ( Joe) Molenda; his sister-
in-law, Judy ( Joe) Miller; and many other 
family member and amazing friends.

In addition to his parents, and his bio-
logical father, Wilber Wendt; he was pre-
ceded in death by his son, David “Pudge” 
Ziegenhagen, his grandchildren: Winter 
Heise and Gavin Friedrich; his siblings: 
Lois ( Jim) Chock, Jeannie Schultz and 
Joe Enders; as well as a sister-in- law, 
Dawn Lauritzen.

The Memorial Service for David will be 
held at 6:00 PM on Friday, May 1, 2026, 
at Kessler Fahrenkrug Funeral Home, 304 
S. Commercial Street, Neenah, Wisconsin 
54956. A Time of Gathering will be held 
from 3:00 PM until the time of the service 
at the funeral home. Military Honors will 
be conducted by the Neenah-Menasha Fu-
neral Honors Team following the service. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be giv-
en in Memory of David to the American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 6704, Hager-
stown, Maryland 21741  https://donate.
cancer.org

The family would like to extend their 
heartfelt gratitude to the staff at Mercy, 
especially the ICU Unit and the Cancer 
Center for their warm and loving care giv-
en to David, as well as a thank you to the 
staff with Compassus Hospice for their 
kindness and keeping David comfortable 
during his final days.

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-748-6332       

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-294-2679 

today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move      

      Reimer Jewelers has a Full-Service Watch-
maker on Staff. 11 Waugoo Avenue, Oshkosh

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. 
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 

1-855-943-6279

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-920-3533

Hay for Sale.  750# Round bales in Dale, WI.  
Good, soft grass mix, no rain. $25 ea. or take 

all price of $10 ea. for 1220 bales. 920-878-
0005 No messages or text.

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Truck for Sale. 2005 Sterling semi tractor, C13 
Cat engine, 10 speed, full lockers, the good 

one/no def. , no fancy electronics. Very good 
condition, 400K miles. $25,000. 920-878-

0005 no messages/text.

Miscellaneous For Sale

Obituaries

Senior Spotlight is brought to you by:

Neenah’s tradition in tennis special to Lawatsch
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Brady Lawatsch has been immersed in 
Neenah tennis for the better part of his 
life.

The senior at Neenah High School start-
ed playing in the park and rec programs as 
a youth and then got to watch as two older 
siblings took to the court for the Rock-
ets. That’s why when he takes the court 
now and dons the red and white Neenah 
T-shirt, it certainly means a lot to him.

“It’s special for sure. Just being around 
so many great families and knowing the 
people, it’s meant a lot to me to play for 
Neenah tennis,” Lawatsch said. “I remem-
ber in middle school watching my brother 
play and it was something I looked for-
ward to doing and it’s fun to be a part of it.”

Lawatsch has been a stalwart for the 
Neenah program all four years in high 
school.

He played both singles and doubles his 
freshman season before closing out the 
season as the No. 4 singles player and win-
ning a match against Brookfield Central 
in the quarterfinal round at the team state 
tournament.

His freshman season ended on a high 
note, but stepping into a varsity role right 
away definitely brought some anxious mo-
ments – including his first varsity match.

“I was playing No. 2 doubles and we 
split sets so it went to a tiebreaker and 
everyone was watching us. It was the first 

time I’ve experienced everyone watching 
me as the last court on,” Lawatsch recalled. 
“It was a nervous feeling for sure but I’ve 
gotten used to it now.”

Lawatsch held down the No. 2 singles 
position for much of his sophomore sea-
son and advanced to the WIAA individual 
state tournament that season.

He lost his first-round match that trip, 
but being able to make it as an individual 
was a measure of pride.

“My freshman year when the guys made 
individual state made it, our team always 
goes along to support the guys so watch-
ing my teammates play at individual state 
and seeing all of the good players, it kind 
of motivated me to make it the following 
year,” Lawatsch said. “Seeing how all that 
hard work paid off really meant a lot.”

Despite playing singles much of his first 
two seasons, Lawatsch made the switch 
to doubles as a junior and filled one-half 
of Neenah’s top doubles flight. The other 
half, Andrew Werner, had played at No. 1 
doubles the year before but lost his part-
ner to graduation.

Lawatsch said that he and Werner had 
grown playing tennis together a lot so 

Photo submitted 

Brady Lawatsch is a four-year member of Neenah’s varsity tennis team and has played both 
singles and doubles at the state tournament level.

Senior Standout

when he was asked if he wanted to make 
the switch to doubles and play with Wer-
ner, there was no hesitation.

“I grew up playing with him a lot. It 
was a surreal moment to have a season 
with him,” Lawatsch said. “We were able 
to click pretty good together, especially at 
the end of the year.”

The duo entered last year’s state tour-
nament seeded 14th and won a pair of 
matches before falling to the bracket’s 
third-seeded pairing.

Playing four years of tennis for Neenah 
has provided plenty of memories for La-
watsch.

Of course, the different matches, key 
victories and tough opponents are things 
he recalls, but it’s also the camaraderie 
that comes with being a part of Neenah 
tennis and the fun the program has when 
opponents are involved.

“The bus rides down to the tournaments 

and the overnights with the team are really 
fun and it’s what you remember about the 
experience of Neenah tennis but the com-
peting part is really cool, too,” Lawatsch 
said “We usually play the best competition 
in the state every year.”

Lawatsch appreciates the Rockets rug-
ged schedule over racking up a bunch of 
easy wins against lesser programs.

“I love the high-level of competition. 
That’s the best part of the sport,” Lawatsch 
said. “Giving it your all and playing against 
other people who are really skilled is the 
best part about it. It’s where you learn the 
most and can grow the most.”

That’s a lesson Lawatsch learned as a 
youth playing against his older siblings.

His older sister, Jordyn, played No. 2 
singles her final two years with the Rock-
ets and was a junior on the Neenah state 

See Senior Standout on Page 12
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Severson, Lexi Davis, Brooklyn Kohl-
beck and Lizzy Aykens took second in the 
400-meter throwers relay.

Also taking second was the 3,200-me-
ter relay team of Elsa Gruber, Izzy Mal-
loy, Willes and Sam Zilm with Malloy, 
Anna Benthein, Lizzy LaPlant and Zilm 
taking second in the distance medley 
relay.

Neenah also placed fourth in the 
1,600-meter relay, while Gruner was fifth 
in the 1,600 meters and Aubrey Strosahl 
was fifth in the 300-meter hurdles.

Rockets reign at  
FVA quadrangular

Neenah swept the top three places in the 
800 meters to highlight a strong perfor-
mance at a Fox Valley Association quad-
rangular in Kaukauna earlier this week.

Sam Zilm, Natalie Willes and Natalie 
Schultz grabbed the top three spots, re-
spectively, in the 800 meters, while Izzy 
Malloy and Elsa Gruber went 1-2 in the 
1,600 meters to lead the Rockets.

Abigail Hirschi in the 300-meter hur-
dles and Lexi Davis in the shot put also 
picked up wins for the Rockets. Neenah 
also placed first in two relays with Gru-
ber, Willes, Malloy and Zim winning 
the 1,600-meter relay and Elisa Braaten, 
Anna Benthein, Lizzy LaPlant and Payton 
Schaefer teaming up to take first in the 
3,200-meter relay.

Benthein in the 200 meters, Olivia 
Landrath in the 400 meters, LaPlant in 
3,200 meters and Davis in the discus each 
took second. Eva Marose and Claire Bro-
eders tied for second in the pole vault, 
while Neenah was also second in the 
400-meter relay.

Placing third for the Rockets were 
Braaten in the 400 meters, Kat Russell in 
the 3,200 meters, Lizzy Aykens in the shot 
put, Brooklyn Kohlbeck in the discus and 
Addie Tyriver in the high jump.
GOLF

Rockets drop FVA dual 
meet to Polar Bears

Carson Seitz and Mason Peitersen 
each shot 40s but Neenah came up short 
against Hortonville, 161-169, at Grand 
View Country Club.

Gavin Winiecki added a 44 with Cartyr 
Simonson shooting a 45.

Zephyrs take third at Big 
East North mini-meet

St. Mary Catholic edged Reedsville by 
one shot to finish third at a Big East North 
Mini Meet at Wander Springs Golf Club 
on Tuesday.

The Zephyrs finished with a team 
score of 177 to come in five shots be-
hind Mishicot and eight behind Howards 
Grove.

Carter Pendergast notched a 42 to lead 
the Zephyrs, one shot ahead of Charlie 

Whaley. Mason Uhlenbrauck and Brady 
DeLeeuw each added rounds of 46.

Seitz leads area golfers  
at Blue Bomber invite

Neenah’s Carson Seitz was the top indi-
vidual finisher from Neenah and St. Mary 
Catholic at the Blue Bomber Invite held at 
Blackwolf Run earlier this week.

Seitz finished in a tie for 14th place with 
a round of 84, eight shots off the medalist 
pace, as the Rockets finished tied for 10th 
among the 18 teams.

Mason Peitersen added an 87 for the 
Rockets with Vinny Scholl shooting an 
89. Jacob Maguire rounded out the scor-
ing golfers for Neenah with a 93.

St. Mary Catholic finished 16th overall 
and was led by Carter Pendergast with 
an 86. Charlie Whaley carded an 88, fol-
lowed by Brady DeLeeuw with an 87 and 
Mason Uhlenbrauck with a 104.
BOYS TRACK AND FIELD

Rockets take second  
at Watertown invite

Arlo Ferguson won the 400 meters to 
lead a strong showing in that event for 
Neenah as the Rockets edged Janesville 
Parker for second place at the Watertown 
Outdoor Invitational last Friday.

Neenah finished with 114 points, which 
was two ahead of Parker. Middleton won 
the meet with 122 points.

Ferguson was the first of three Neenah 
finishers in the top five in the 400 meters 
with Evan Mess taking third and John 
Munson finishing in fifth.

Owen Fox also collected a win for the 
Rockets in the 300-meter hurdles with 
Spencer Schiedermayer taking fourth in 
the event.

Nate Kramp placed second in the shot 
put and Oliver Steiner was third in the 
1,600 meters, while the foursome of Mun-
son, Schiermayer, Mees and Ferguson 
were second in the 1,600-meter relay.

Other top five individual finishers for 
the Rockets were: Eli Liesener, fourth 
in the 200 meters; Elliott Drake, fourth 
in the 3,200 meters; Fox, fourth in the 
110-meter hurdles; Elijah Kaul, fifth in 
the 100 meters; Drew Sabatke, fifth in the 
800 meters; Dawson Oberer in the discus; 
and Oliver Peterka in the 200 meters and 
long jump.

Neenah was also fourth in the 400-me-
ter, 800-meter and 3,200-meter relays.

Oberer, relay post  
wins at FVA quad

Dawson Oberer and the 1,600-meter 
relay team earned wins for the Rockets as 
they finished in a Fox Valley Association 
quadrangular meet on Tuesday.

Oberer earned his win in the discus, 
while also taking third in the shot put – 
one place behind teammate Nate Kramp.

The winning 1,600-meter relay team 
consisted of John Munson, Spencer Schie-
dermayer, Evan Mees and Arlo Ferguson.

Neenah did record a wealth of sec-
ond-place finishes at the meet. Eli Liesen-
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championship team in 2015. His older 
brother Jared graduated in 2019 and was 
the No. 1 singles player his senior season 
with the Rockets.

Lawatsch didn’t have much success 
against his older siblings but the times he 
did play against them helped shape the 
player he is.

“They were always better than me and 
when I would hit with them, I would lose 
and I didn’t really like that,” Lawatsch said. 
“They did not take it easy on me. They are 
competitive people too so they would put 
me in my place.

“I think it made me the competitive 
person I am today, It made me want to get 
better and be able to compete against bet-
ter players.”

Lawatsch, who was also a first-team all-
Fox Valley Association in soccer last fall as 
a defender, doesn’t plan on continuing to 
play tennis competitively when he attends 
UW-La Crosse next fall but he definitely 
plans to keep playing.

He also enjoys playing pickleball – even 
though he gets called out by his team-

mates for playing in the kitchen (close to 
the net) a bit – and likes to go hunting and 
fishing.

Lawatsch said the biggest deer he 
bagged was an eight-pointer shot near Ti-
gerton, while he landed a 38-inch north-
ern pike while fishing in Canada last sum-
mer.

“I’m usually on my phone and screens a 
lot,” Lawatsch said. “So just being off my 
phone and being outdoors is the best part 
of (hunting and fishing).”

Although Lawatsch has plenty of hunt-
ing and fishing excursions and pickleball 
matches in his future, he his focused on 
finishing his senior season with Neenah 
tennis on a high note.

Lawatsch has remained at No. 1 doubles 
this season, adding Luke Grassl as a part-
ner following Werner’s graduation, and 
making it to individual state as a duo – and 
ending his career on the awards podium – 
is something he is hoping to accomplish.

“That would mean a lot and (earning a 
state medal) is a goal of mine for sure,” La-
watsch said. “That would be a great mark 
to end my career in Neenah tennis. Just 
being able to represent Neenah tennis on 
the podium would mean a lot.”

Senior Standout
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(920) 486-5600
1077 TULLAR CT,
NEENAH, WI.

BOARDING • GROOMING • SUPPLIES

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

Now accepting new clients!

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

er in the 200 meters, Ferguson in the 400 
meters, Drew Sabatke in the 800 meters, 
Isaac Rangel in the 1,600 meters, Owen 
Fox in the 300-meter hurdles, Ledger 
Lewis in the pole vault and Oliver Peterka 
in the long jump were each runner-up in 
their events.

Neenah also finished second in both the 
400-meter and 300-meter relays.

Schiedermayer added a pair of third 
places in the 110-meter and 300-meter 
hurdle events.
COED TRACK

Hennessy, girls relay  
post wins for Zephyrs

The St. Mary Catholic girls and boys 
each had one winning event as the teams 
took fourth and eighth, respectively, at the 
Rosholt Invitational last Friday.

The girls got a win from the 400-meter 
relay team of Autumn Crowe, Luci Nack-
ers, Lucy Norville and Halle Janssen to 
help spark the team’s finish.

Crowe in the 100 meters, Nackers in the 
200 meters and Marissa Hahn in the shot 
put, while Madeline Weninger tied for 
second in the pole vault.

Moorea Steckling posted a second place 
in the 300-meter hurdles and a third place 
in the 100-meter hurdles, with Claire Hig-
gins in the 400 meters and Norville in the 
high jump also taking third.

Isaiah Hennessy earned the win for the 
boys as he finished first in the shot put, 
while also taking fourth in the discus.

Ethan Auer was second in the 800 me-
ters and third in the 1,600 meters, while 
Brenden Huelsbeck was fifth in the 100 
meters. The Zephyrs also took second in 
the 400-meter relay.

210 W. Wisconsin Ave Neenah, WI 54956

Do you love the
Neenah News?

Looking for ways to support the work we do?

It’s easy!
Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their ad in the
Neenah News.


