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New mayor’s journey leads to city hall

By Patti Lee
NEws CONTRIBUTOR

It’s a wet and rainy Sunday but Neenah
Mayor-Elect Brian Borchardt’s demeanor
is definitely sunny.

Borchardt was chosen in the April 7
spring election by a resounding margin
over Scott Becher. While gratified with the
results, Borchardt is quick to underscore
what has been his consistent message.

“I knew the campaign I wanted to run,”
he said. “And 75% means the message I
had was resonating”

“But that other 25% is a part of this
community, and I will be doing all I can
to hear their needs,” Borchardt continued.
“They’re all our ‘customers’ in a way. And

that’s super important. We take their tax
money and try to give them great services,
but sometimes we miss things and we
need to listen.”
Borchardt has had a
life journey dedicated
to service. As a sopho-
more at the University
of  Wisconsin-Osh-
kosh, he took part in
an alternative spring
break sponsored by
the Newman Center.
The group spent their
break drywalling, pouring foundations
and repairing impoverished homes in the
Appalachian region of Kentucky.

He has spent the past 18 years teaching
at Neenah High School in the alternative
education program, which supports at-
risk students while also serving on the
Neenah Common Council since 2020,
with the past three years as president.

Borchardt had been weighing the emo-
tional decision whether or not to leave
teaching since his first mayoral run in
2022. When Jane Lang won that election,
Borchardt pretty much gave up on the
idea.

“I always just said it wasn’t on my bingo
card, right?” he said.

When Borchardt was elected council

See New mayor oN Pace 10

Champion musician

Neenah High School sophomore violinist Malina Zhang won the Audrey G. Baird Stars of Tomorrow Competition Sunday
while performing with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra at the Bradley Symphony Center. The event showcased standout
concerto performances featuring a depth of talent from around the state. Jenny Wang was an honorable mention for the concerto
competition and performed with symphony side by side for the second half pieces on the program.

Photo by Jonathan Kim

New school board members share their visions ahead of terms

By Eric Endres
NEENAH NEWS

Voters recently elected three new
members to the Neenah Joint School
District Board of Education.

New board members Christian (Chris)
Blanton, Becky Heidke Kwiatkowski and
Samuel M. Roth shared their visions about
what lies ahead for the district. Incumbents
Lindsay Clark, Michelle Swardenski and
Deborah Watry did not seek reelection.

The new members have several items
they hope to accomplish as their term

with the board begins. The board met
with the outgoing members for the last
time Tuesday. The board’s next meeting is
scheduled for 6 p.m. May 5.

“I'm interested in learning how current
policies function in practice, identifying
where updates may be needed to reflect
today’s realities and recognizing where
we may need to recommit to policies that
are already in place,” Blanton said. “I also
approach this position with confidence
in the board. I believe in working collab-
oratively, even when perspectives differ,

and I see those moments as opportuni-
ties to find common ground and move
forward in ways that best serve our stu-
dents and community.”

Heidke Kwiatkowski said her first pri-
ority is to do her homework.

“I want to read policies and procedures
to shore up my understanding of the dis-
trict and its needs,” she said. “While I've
been regularly attending board and com-
mittee meetings, I know there’s still a lot
to learn. I want to maximize my people
resources to help me clarify what I read

or hear from the community. My ulti-
mate goal is to develop the tools to make
the best decisions for our students and
teachers.”

Roth said the first thing he wants to
do is learn — how the district operates,
where the real leverage points are and
where a board member can be most use-
ful thinking long-term rather than just
reacting.

“Idon’t want to arrive with a fixed agen-

See School board on Pace 7
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New county board meets for first time

By MaryBeth Matzek
NEENAH NEWS

Carl Schulze was not sure what to ex-
pect for his first Winnebago County Board
of Supervisors meeting Tuesday evening.

The newly elected supervisor in District
27, Schulze spoke with several current
county supervisors in advance to learn
what to expect in his new role, but nothing
makes up for real-life experience.

Tuesday’s meeting was an orientation
when Schulze and the rest of the coun-
ty board received an overview about the
county’s priorities and strategic goals
along with basics like how to vote and the
rules governing county board proceed-
ings. Next week, there’s an organizational
meeting followed by the first full county
board meeting on April 28.

The orientation meeting featured quick
summaries from county department
leaders, a presentation from Corporation
Counsel Mary Anne Mueller on ethics
and a brief overview from County Execu-
tive Gordon Hintz of the county’s capital
improvement plan and strategic improve-
ment plan. Board members also learned
about the technology available to them
and the electronic voting process.

“I'm excited to see what the county’s
long-term vision will be this year and how
I can help implement their goals,” Schulze
said. “Hopefully, I make some meaningful
connections along the way””

Last summer, Schulze, a disability ad-
vocate and quadriplegic, drove his wheel-
chair more than 90 miles from his Neenah
apartment to downtown Madison to shine
a spotlight on the lack of home health care
workers, which he said stems from the low
compensation for care workers. The jour-
ney took three weeks.

“My background as a disability advo-
cate will be very beneficial (in my new
role) because I have experience working
with different branches of government to
identify issues, collaborating with others
to strategize potential solutions and draft-
ing legislation,” Schulze said.

The 36-member board includes 13 new
members following last week’s spring elec-
tion.

The new board will have a full slate of
issues to work through in the coming
months. The future of the 43-acre Win-
nebago Fox campus - the former Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh site in
Menasha — continues to loom. When the
campus closed in July, Winnebago Coun-
ty became its sole owner after buying out
Outagamie County for $1. Faith Technol-
ogies Inc. initially expressed interest in
the property as a possible training loca-
tion but earlier this year declined to move
ahead.

Currently, the Menasha School Dis-
trict operates a child care facility on-
site while the county operates the Barlow
Planetarium. The county is preparing to
open the Communications Arts Center
and fieldhouse for rental use while look-
ing at other options for the rest of the site.

Housing affordability and availability
remain important issues in the county.
The board created a $3.5 million revolving
loan fund (RLF) from Spirit Funds last
December. In its strategic plan, the county
set a goal to “ensure housing for all” and
to build strong community support for
the policies and investments to make that
happen. The RLF would establish low-in-
terest gap financing for housing develop-
ment; the county would work with mu-
nicipalities to help projects move forward

Entries sought for Memorial Day parade

Neenah News

Organizers are accepting entries for the
Neenah-Menasha Memorial Day Parade
on May 2.

The parade starts at 9 a.m. in Menasha

and goes to Neenah. The last day for en-
tries for the parade is April 30.

Anyone who would like to be in the pa-
rade can call Mike Taylor at 920-725-5380
or Dave Mix at 920-851-2306.

and Church Street is shown in 1983.

Empty Boehm’s Meat Market

The vacant interior of Boehm’s Meat Market at the corner of Wisconsin Avenue

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

efficiently.

Winnebago County has a capital im-
provement plan to address the county’s
aging collection of buildings. At its meet-
ing last month, the county board agreed
to spend $2.6 million from the Spirit
Fund on a design and engineering plan to
expand the county’s highway building
and relocate the facilities department to
the same campus.

The new county board would need to in-
clude how to pay for the project in its next
budget. The total cost of the project is an
estimated $32,104,800, with $17,065,000
for expanding the highway department
and $15,039,800 for moving the facilities
department.

The facilities department is currently lo-
cated in downtown Oshkosh.

evenld

Saturday, April 18
Fox Crossing Electronics Recycling
Event, 8 a.m., 2000 Municipal Drive
Volunteer Tree Planting, 8 a.m., Car-
penter Preserve

Sunday, April 19

Fox Crossing Fire Association Drive
Thru Pancake Breakfast, 8 a.m., 1326
Cold Spring Road

Larsen-Winchester Lions Pancake
Breakfast, 8 a.m., Winchester Elementa-
ry School

Lawrence University Student Jazz
Quartet: Spring Sessions, 2 p.m., Neen-
ah Public Library

Tuesday, April 21

Fox Valley Memory Project Annu-
al Fundraiser and Celebration, S p.m.,
Bridgewood Resort Hotel and Confer-
ence Center

Thursday, April 23

Doty Cabin Museum presents We The
People of Neenah and Menasha: Gover-
nor Doty’s Home by Tom Vanlieshout,
6:30 p.m., Neenah Public Library

NHS Spring Show - Clue: High
School Edition, 7 p.m., NHS Black Box
Theater

Friday, April 24

NHS Spring Show - Clue: High
School Edition, 7 p.m., NHS Black Box
Theater

Saturday, April 25

Bioblitz, 9:30 a.m., WILD Center,
2285 W. Butte des Morts Beach Road

Spring Wine Walk, noon, Downtown
Neenah

NHS Spring Show - Clue: High
School Edition, 7 p.m., NHS Black Box
Theater

Sunday, April 26

Lawrence University Student Jazz
Quartet: Spring Sessions, 2 p.m., Neen-
ah Public Library

NHS Spring Show - Clue: High
School Edition, 2 p.m., NHS Black Box
Theater

Tuesday, April 28
High School Orchestra Concert, 7:30
p-m., NHS Performing Arts Center

Thursday, April 30
High School Band Concert, 7:30
p-m., NHS Performing Arts Center

Friday, May 1

First Friday Concert Series: Beginner
Line Dancing, 2 p.m., Neenah Public
Library
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Theatre department presents murder mystery performances

By Pamela Hart
NEws CONTRIBUTOR

Neenah High School theater students
are bringing the classic board game Clue
to life.

“Clue: High School Edition” takes place
on a dark and stormy night, and the char-
acters have been invited to a very unusu-
al dinner party. Each of the guests has an
alias, the butler offers a variety of weapons
and the host is, well, dead. So whodunit?

The iconic oddballs known as Scarlet,
Plum, White, Green, Peacock and Mus-
tard will race to find the murderer in Bod-
dy Manor before the body count stacks
up. The madcap comedy is said to keep
the audience guessing until the final twist.

The theater department selected Clue
since they have not done a murder mys-
tery in years and the directors felt it was
the right time to do so. Clue is a fast-paced
and complex play that demands a lot from
the cast, crew and design teams. The direc-
tors loved the idea of a play that audience
members have a connection through the
film or board game.

The spring play is the last theatrical pro-
duction each year at Neenah High School.
Thus, it is the last opportunity for seniors
to participate before they graduate. This

production has many seniors in both cast
and crew positions.

One senior told director Kaitie Berg-
mann that this is his favorite play, so he is
excited to finish out his high school pro-
ductions playing one of his dream roles. A
few of the students, in collaboration with
the school’s art department, are painting
the floor to resemble the board game,
which helps make the staging feel even
more immersive.

“It is such a pleasure to work with these
students,” Bergmann said. “They bring en-
ergy, dedication, humor and focus to each
rehearsal. The cast consists of freshman
through senior students. A good mix of stu-
dents have been involved in four years of
Neenah High School productions and some
students are in a play for the first time in their
lives. I feel honored to work with students
who are passionate, curious, and dedicated
to bring the fun of this story to life.”

“Clue: High School Edition” will be pre-
sented at Neenah High School in its Black
Box theater, at 7 p.m. April 23-25 and at
2 p.m. April 26. The Black Box theater is
a smaller theatrical venue, which allows
audience members to sit close to all of
the action as it unfolds. Seating is limited.
Tickets are on sale at rocketplayers.com.

Submitted

Cast members prepare for upcoming performances of “Clue: High School Edition” at Neenah

High School.

Business news roundup

Harold Berfiend, MBA, has been named as
the chief financial officer for the Froedtert The-
daCare health care system. In this role, Berfiend
will oversee all financial operations for the sys-
tem, including financial strategy, budgeting, rev-
enue cycle and long-term financial planning. He
will lead teams that support the organization’s
ability to continue providing comprehensive care
and expanding access across Wisconsin and be-

yond. Berfiend will oversee several teams in his
new role including, Finance, Facilities, Revenue
Cycle, Supply Chain and Managed Care. As Ber-
fiend steps into the new role, Mark Thompson,
MBA, CPA, chief transformational investments
and value integration officer for Froedtert The-
daCare, who has also been serving as interim chief
financial officer, will be retiring on July 3. Berfiend
will officially begin in his new role at Froedtert

Edward Jones
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675 Deerwood Avenue
Suite A

Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You’re retired. Your money isn’t.

Let’s work together to find the right
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ThedaCare on May 11.

Longtime Executive Chef Marcos Ramirez has
become a co-owner of Town Council Kitchen and
Bar at 133 W. Wisconsin Ave. The other co-owner
is another longtime employee, Alex Fehrenbach.
The restaurant was founded in 2016 by Jonathan

Horan.

APPLETON | OSHKOSH

bergstromkia.com
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Counseling agency extends help, hope to assault survivors

By MaryBeth Matzek
NEeeNAH NEws

Started as a nonprofit to offer advocacy
and support to victims of sexual assault,
Reach Counseling has grown over the last
50 years to provide long-term, outpatient
clinical counseling services, prevention
education and offender treatment pro-
grams along with its advocacy services.

“We've created a systemic approach of
prevention, response and treatment in
our community,” said Marianne Radley
Welhouse, Reach’s director of community
relations and special events. “We hit the
issue of sexual violence head-on from sev-
eral angles.”

Headquartered in Neenah, Reach cov-
ered Winnebago County from its found-
ing until 2022 when it received a federal
grant to also become the designated the
sexual assault service provider in Calumet
and Outagamie counties.

Reach Counseling is in a period of
transition. The organization recently an-
nounced a new CEO — Missy Pickett.
She comes to Reach from Lakeland Care
Plus where she most recently served as
vice president of consulting.

Reach’s previous CEO, Kristin Trim-
berger, will move into a new role, chief
consulting officer. She will lead the launch
of Reach Forward, the organization’s ca-
pacity-building and consulting initiative
designed to strengthen other nonprofits
and community-based organizations. This
new initiative will help diversify the orga-
nization’s revenue, which has been affect-
ed by significant federal funding cuts.

Reach was founded as the Winnebago
County Sexual Assault Response Team in
1976 before going through a name change
in the 1990s. Last year in Winnebago

County, Reach made 87 advocate visits
to area hospitals, had 209 counseling cli-
ents, served 33 sexual offender treatment
patients and made 426 presentations to
5,993 students.

“People don’t understand realize the
scope of sexual violence in our commu-
nity so it’s important to talk about these
issues,” said Welhouse, adding that April
is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

When a victim arrives at a local hospital
after being sexually assaulted, the hospital
contacts Reach, who sends an advocate to
walk with the victim through dealing with
the aftermath, including crisis counseling
and dealing with law enforcement and
the judicial system if the victim decides
to pursue charges, Welhouse said. Advo-
cacy services are offered free of cost and
provide safe planning, skill building and
culturally specific services.

Reach partners with local hospitals, such
as Aurora Medical Center in Oshkosh,
which has Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners
(SANE) who work with victims after they
arrive at the hospital. Brenda Doolittle, the
forensic nursing department manager at
Aurora Medical Center, said when a victim
comes in, they contact Reach.

“We explain to them that Reach is here
as an advocate for them, and I would say
patients welcome their help about 98% of
the time,” Doolittle said. “They appreciate
having someone there, helping to answer
questions.”

Doolittle said the nurse examiners
collect evidence and take photographs,
which can be used in court — if the victim
decides to report the crime. The only time
the victim does not have a choice is if they
are 17 and under.

“We are mandatory reporters, so we
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Neenah-based Reach Counseling provides sexual assault support services throughout Win-

nebago County.

have to contact the police in those cases,”
she said, adding assault victims are cared
forin a special treatment area in the hospi-
tal’s emergency department.

Welhouse said Reach’s in-house therapy
team is a differentiator.

“We’ve put together an integrated sys-
tem of care,” she said. “One aspect that re-
ally sets us apart is offering mental health
therapy to assault victims to aid them in
their healing and their recovery””

Welhouse said Reach provides indi-
vidual therapy and child and adolescent
therapy to victims of sexual assault to help
them through the recovery process. Sup-
port groups are available for culturally
specific groups including the Latinx com-
munity, the Asian community and people
with disabilities; for youth and teens; for
students at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Oshkosh and Lawrence University;
and survivors of human trafficking.

Reach is active in area schools providing
age-appropriate presentations from kin-
dergarten through 12* grade, Welhouse
said.

“We start out in kindergarten talking
about good and bad touches and having a
trusted adult and then by the time we're
in high school, we’re talking about healthy
relationships,” she said.

The nonprofit also provides sexual of-
fender treatment, which provides volun-
tary and court-mandated treatment for
individuals who have committed sexual
offenses. By using evidence-based group
and individual therapy to promote ac-
countability, empathy and healthier be-
haviors, Welhouse said recidivism rates
can be lowered to less than the national
average (7% vs. 31%.)

Due to deep funding cuts to the Vic-
tims of Crime Act, Reach lost more than
$400,000 in funding in 2025 and was
forced to cut some staff members. Wel-
house said Reach is now looking for more
volunteers to help as advocates.

“We want to provide 24-7 coverage at
the hospitals, and we provide the training
that the volunteers need,” she said.

For more on Reach, visit reachcounsel-
ing.com.

C-pod opening stresses jail OT budget

By MaryBeth Matzek
NEeENAH NEws

It is only April, and the Winnebago
County Sheriff’s Office is already feeling a
“crunch” in its overtime budget, according
to Sherift John Matz.

As of the first week in April, 42% of the
jail overtime budget has been spent for the
year, he said.

The main reason is C-pod, which has
not been in regular use at the Winnebago
County Jail since 2021, remains open due
to high overall jail counts, said Matz, who
made his comments about the overtime
budget April 6 during the Judiciary &
Public Safety Committee meeting.

The jail began opening C-pod in 2025
at times to deal with rising prisoner num-
bers. The original plan was to reopen the
pod permanently this July once six new
deputies are hired but it has been open
full-time since February.

For the two weeks prior to the April 6
meeting, the average jail count was above
270 daily.

C-pod remains open because the jail

continues to see an increase in the number
of inmate bookings. In 2025, the jail saw
4,823 bookings. At its current pace, Matz
said the 2026 number could top 5,800.

“We’re hoping with the new positions we
can help make up for some of the OT, but
we’ll have vacations to cover,” he said. “This
is an FYT at what we're looking at for the fall
and the upcoming budget for next year.”

With C-pod remaining open, Matz said
he planned to ask for four more deputies
in next year’s county budget. With the six
deputies starting this year and if the jail
gets four more next year, that will equal
the 10 who were laid off in 2021 when
C-pod was originally closed due to a de-
clining jail population.

Matz said there have been years when
the department has come close to exceed-
ing its overtime budget but has managed
to stay under. He said he hopes that’s the
same this year.

“We hope we can get the six deputies
hired on to start on July 1,” Matz said. “Re-
cruiting isn’t always easy, but we hope to
begin starting interviews next week.”

Museum history featured during presentation

Neenah News

Tom VanLieshout, with the help of a
few City of Neenah employees, will pres-
ent the history of the Doty Cabin Muse-
um.

Traveling Museum: Governor Doty’s
home will be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at
the Neenah Public Library Shattuck Com-

munity Room.

Attendees will learn about the people
impacted by Governor Doty’s influence
and how The Grand Loggery was the host
for many pioneers. The museum will have
objects on hand owned by the Doty Fam-
ily as well as other influential early settlers
who interacted with the Doty Family.
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Shop local

Shoppers lined up Saturday outside the Future Neenah office for their chance to win
gift certificates and prizes from merchants at the annual Love Local Saturday. The
first 125 shoppers received a Love Local tote bag filled with coupons to shop at their
favorite downtown stores.

Area unemployment rate increases to 3.3%

Neenah News

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan
area (MSA) and Winnebago County saw

ment rates increased in all of Wisconsin’s
35S largest cities over the month. Unem-
ployment rates decreased in two cities

Library announces volunteer of the year

Neenah News

Lori Lohry has been named The Friends
of the Neenah Public Library 2025 Volun-
teer of the Year.

Lohry has been a volunteer at the Neen-
ah Public Library for two and a half years,
shelving materials, serving summer lunch-
es, assisting at the annual book sale and
assisting the youth department with their
many projects.

When asked why she enjoys volunteer-
ing at the library, she responded, “I have
always liked being in libraries since I was
a kid. It is comfortable, a natural fit and I
teel useful. I know that I am doing some-
thing beneficial for the kids and the staff”

In addition to helping at the library,

Lohry also volunteers at her church as a
member of the church council, a reader
and an usher. In the past, Lohry volun-
teered her time at Feeding America.

Lohry has been a Neenah resident
for 43 years and was a special educa-
tion teacher for 38 of those years. When
Lohry’s grandchildren come to visit, she
enjoys bringing them to the library for fun
activities like playing in Nina’s cafe, com-
pleting the outside obstacle course and
taking home craft kits.

“We appreciate all the time and ener-
gy Lori has given to the library,” volunteer
coordinator Lisa Laux-Robak said. “We
look forward to many more years as your
volunteer home”

To advertise in the Neenah News, call 920-486-1616.

their unemployment rate increase to 3.3%
in January, up from 2.7% in December
2025 and 2.9% a year ago, according to
preliminary data from the state Depart-
ment of Workforce Development.

The preliminary January unemploy-
ment rates increased in all 13 metropoli-
tan areas over the month. Rates increased
in all 13 metropolitan areas over the year.

over the year. Rates increased in 32 cities
over the year and stayed the same in the
one remaining city.

Preliminary January 2026 unemploy-
ment rates increased in all 72 counties
over the month. Unemployment rates
decreased in seven counties over the year.
Rates increased in 61 counties over the
year and stayed the same in the four re-

Preliminary January 2026 unemploy-  maining counties.
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and meaningful experience. Contact us to plan a service that honors

your loved one’s unique life.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, WI 54956

920 722 6464 | kesslerfh.com
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Spring highlights importance

of severe weather awareness

By MaryBeth Matzek

NEeENAH NEwS

While the weather is still making up
its mind if it’s spring, the calendar clearly
indicates that spring has sprung and with
it, comes reminders about severe weather
conditions and how to prepare for it.

Spring and summer severe weather can
range from thunderstorms and tornados
to flash floods, hails and high winds. Be-
ing prepared and informed about chang-
ing weather conditions are important,
said Winnebago County Emergency
Management Director Eric Rasmussen.

“People need to have a way to get in-
formation about the weather. There are
multiple ways — notifications on your
phone, a NOAA Weather Radio — and
the sirens, if you're outside,” he said. “The
sirens are designed to alert people who
are outside that severe weather is on its
way and take action. It’s not something
you’re meant to hear in your house”

This week is designated as Severe
Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin
and Rasmussen said it is a good time to
remind people about severe weather ba-
sics.

The county began testing its sirens in
late March at noon on Saturdays and will
continue testing them through mid-Oc-
tober, Rasmussen said. He said the sirens
are not tested the Saturday before EAA
AirVenture begins (July 18) and the Sat-
urday during EAA AirVenture (July 25).

With a tornado watch, the conditions
are favorable for severe weather and the
development of tornados in your area. Ifa
watch is issued, pay extra attention to the
weather conditions and notifications. If a
tornado warning is issued, it means a tor-
nado has been sited or indicated by radar
and you should immediately take shelter
in the basement or in a windowless room
interior room on the lowest level.

“Knowing how to act whether a warn-
ing or watch is issued is important,” said

Rasmussen, adding having an emergency
kit is key part of the preparation.

An emergency kit should include the
following items:

« Three days’ worth of nonperishable
food and water.

« First-aid supplies, three days’ worth
of prescription medication and any nec-
essary medical supplies.

« Safety items such as flashlights,
batteries, a battery-powered or hand-
cranked radio, whistles for signaling and a
battery-powered charger for your phone.

« Copies of personal documents such as
insurance documents and identification
in waterproof containers. Also include a
copy of important phone numbers in case
your mobile phone with its stored num-
bers is not working.

« Clothing and blankets to protect you
against cold or wet conditions.

« Necessary supplies for pets.

« Special needs items for babies or el-
derly family members.

Store the kit in a waterproof container
in a convenient location that everyone
can reach in an emergency. Rasmussen
said it may seem like a lot to put an emer-
gency kit together but if something hap-
pens and you need to leave your home or
lose electricity, you'll be grateful the kit is
pulled together.

People should also put together an
emergency kit for their car in case they
become stranded due to weather, Ras-
mussen said. This kit should include wa-
ter, nonperishable, high-energy foods,
rain poncho, portable phone charger,
flashlight with extra batteries, basic first
aid kit and blanket.

Rasmussen said some people purchase
generators to provide some power to
their homes in case they lose electricity as
another way to prepare for emergencies.

“Severe weather can happen at any
time, anywhere so it’s good to always be

prepared,” he said.

IMAGINE THE

POSSIBILITIES

Evergreen Fox Crossing, a vibrant new senior living community,
is being thoughtfully designed to support independence,
meaningful engagement and peace of mind.

Photo from City of Neenah Police Department

Neenah police officer Bryce Moeller made his way to a storm sewer drain to clear debris out of
the way earlier this week in the area of Smith Street and Isabella Street.

Heavy rain leads to flooding
issues throughout city

Neenah News

With large amounts of rain saturating
the area this week, some areas of Neenah
were experiencing flooding-related issues.

The City of Neenah Public Works said a
sanitary sewer overflow occurred Tuesday
at Henry Street and Lang]ey Street.

According to Public Works, a high
amount of clear water inflow was expe-
rienced due to large amounts of rain and
saturated soils. Public Works personnel
responded to, monitored and managed
the incidents to limit harm to the public,
residential property and the environment.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources has been notified.

The City of Neenah said it continues to
make improvements to the sanitary sewer
system to reduce the potential for these

incidents. Residents are also reminded to
make sure that sump pumps are not con-
nected to the sanitary sewer system. This
will assist in reducing the clear water flow
into the sanitary sewer system, thereby
reducing the potential for these incidents.

The heavy rainfall earlier this week
also was causing flooding on roadways in
Neenah.

Neenah police said many vehicles were
disabled attempting to drive through high
water throughout the city.

Police cautioned driving through high
water is extremely dangerous and should
be avoided whenever possible. Do not at-
tempt to proceed if the water is more than
6 inches deep (reaches the bottom of most
cars) or above the center of the wheels on
avehicle.

Join us for an information session to learn more about the new
community and to explore what’s possible when you plan with purpose.

OSHKOSH:

Evergreen Worship & Performing Arts Center
1130 N. Westfield St., Oshkosh, WI

* Tuesday, April 7 |1 p.m.

« Monday, April 13 |1 p.m.

 Wednesday, April 15 |1 p.m.

+ Wednesday, April 22 |1 p.m.
« Thursday, April 30 | 1 p.m.

Scan to RSVP at
EvergreenFoxCrossing.com,

or call 920-450-2524.

NEENAH:

DoubleTree by Hilton Neenah
123 E. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah, WI

« Thursday, April 2|10 a.m. | 2 p.m.
+ Wednesday, April 29 |10 a.m. | 2 p.m.

4
SicEvergreen
Fox Crossing
Possibilities await.
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Schildt Park improvement
project slated to start in July

Neenah News

The date to start a planned construction
project at Schildt Park in Fox Crossing has
been pushed back to July.

Schildt Park will undergo a series of
improvements, designed to enhance its
recreational offerings. The village awarded
a contract to MCC, Inc. to complete the
work.

MCC anticipates starting the project
in early July. Once the project begins, the
majority of the park will be closed for con-
struction.

Due to the renovation project begin-

ning later than originally anticipated, the
Fox Crossing Parks and Recreation De-
partment said the pavilion will now be
available for rentals from May 2 to June
21. Anyone looking for space to hold an
event can contact the Parks and Recre-
ation office for availability.

Planned updates at the park include
pickleball courts, full-size basketball
court, playground replacement, walking
trails, sledding hill, pavilion improve-
ments, remove granary building, re-pave
parking lot and trails and adding a region-
al stormwater pond.

School board

FROM PAGE 1

da before I understand the landscape,”
Roth said. “That said, I have a clear direc-
tion. Educational outcomes and financial
stability tend to move together when you
get the conditions right. A district with
a strong reputation draws families who
choose to open enroll here, and that en-
rollment has direct budget implications.
A district on solid financial footing can
sustain the programs and staffing that
built the reputation in the first place. My
first goal is to understand the district well
enough to find where those two things
pull in the same direction — and push
there.”

The new board members would like to
see several more things from the board
overall.

“One example that really stood out to
me was when district leadership stepped
into the community in a hands-on, vis-
ible way — serving as crossing guards
while also dressing up in costume for
Halloween and the holiday season,” Blan-
ton said. “That level of involvement lifted
the spirit of the entire community.

“I believe strong leadership comes
from showing up, staying engaged and
remaining grounded in the day-to-day
experiences of the district. For me, this
role is not about politics — it’s about
responsibility. I would like to see contin-
ued focus on student outcomes, account-
ability and making sure every child has
access to the support and opportunities
they need”

Heidke Kwiatkowski said the existing
board members have been good at asking
substantive questions.

“I'would put alot of effort into continu-
ing the trend,” Heidke Kwiatkowski said.
I want us to have community engage-
ment whenever possible, but the board
must be careful to follow open meetings
laws. It’s a fine line between supporting a
district event and appearing to ‘gather’ in
what could be construed as a quorum. I
also know that I cannot speak on behalf
of or imply that I am speaking for the
district. I would like to see us be more
engaged with the community as much as
possible while still following the rules.”

Roth would like to see the board reach
further into the community — partic-
ularly to residents and employers who
don’t have direct ties to the district.

“Understanding how they see us, and
what they think we could be doing for
them, matters,” Roth said. “Everyone has
a stake in our public schools. That means
a few concrete things. I want to know
whether local employers see our grad-
uates as their first choice — and if not,
why not. I want people to have a genu-
ine understanding of how school funding

works — enough context to understand
what the tradeoffs mean for students,
staff and the community. And I want the
district to be the kind of institution peo-
ple feel connected to before something
goes wrong.”

The new board members have several
priorities they hope to accomplish over
the next year or two.

“I hope to continue strengthening the
connection between our schools, fam-
ilies and the broader community so all
students feel supported, represented and
engaged in their learning environments,”
Blanton said. “One example that shaped
my perspective was helping bring Af-
ro-fusion dancers into a school setting.
That experience reinforced something
important to me — sometimes the con-
nection families are looking for is closer
than they think”

Heidke Kwiatkowski hopes to foster
collaboration between the district and
the community as well as increase the
connections between the city and school
district.

“I'm happy to say that I've seen this en-
gagement improve over the past year or
two,” she said. “I want to see the district
and board members keep this momen-
tum. I'm also hoping to encourage the
community to engage with their state
leaders in advocating for much needed
help with school district funding.”

In the near term, Roth would like to
see real movement on ELA (English Lan-
guage Arts) achievement.

“The state report card gives us a stan-
dardized scoreboard, and we should be
using it more deliberately,” Roth said.
“Our strategic plan already names closing
gaps between student groups as a goal,
and there’s room to go further in how we
set those targets. One thing I'm hoping
to bring to that conversation is a closer
look at how we benchmark ourselves —
not just against our own prior years, but
against nearby districts and socioeco-
nomically similar districts across demo-
graphic dimensions. That tells us where
we stand relative to the districts families
are choosing between, and it gives our
goal-setting a more competitive founda-

tion.”
House
Flowersqc

ADMINISTRATIVE
PROFESSIONALS’ DAY

WEDNESDAY

APRIL 22

LOVELY FLORALS
LUSH PLANTS +
THOUGHTFUL
GIFTS

1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

Photo from Fox Crossing Parks and Recreation Department

Prescribed burn

The Fox Crossing Fire Department performed controlled burns around the village last
week, including the prairies at O’Hauser Park and Schildt Park. According to the Fox
Crossing Parks and Recreation Department, this helps remove dead plant material,
which enables prairie grass seeds to more easily find their way down to the soil. It

also eliminates competition from other invasive species that might take nutrients and
resources from the prairie grasses.
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District looks for different ways to close budget deficit

In January, I shared with our district
staff that the Neenah Joint School District
is facing a projected $1.7 million budget
deficit for the 2026-27 school year.

Like many school systems across
Wisconsin, we are navigating a financial
landscape shaped by rising costs, enroll-
ment shifts, and limited revenue growth.
While this $1.7 million challenge is sig-
nificant, it is solvable. Doing so, however,
requires thoughtful planning and difficult
decisions to ensure a sustainable path
forward.

From the outset, our work to close
the deficit has been guided by five key
questions. First, does a decision priori-
tize classroom teaching positions to the
greatest extent possible? Second, does
it strengthen our systems rather than
reinforce silos? Third, does it improve
efficiency with the resources entrusted

Dr. Steve
Harrison

NJSD Superintendent

to us by taxpayers? Fourth, how does it
impact equitable access to resources for
all students? And finally, does it provide a
long-term solution rather than a short-
term fix?

Over the past several months, many
hours have been devoted to analyzing
options, modeling scenarios and weigh-
ing tradeoffs. The goal behind every
recommendation has been consistent:
preserve as many jobs as possible while
protecting the quality of education in our
schools and responsibly addressing the

gD.

Discover

a place

of worship
for you.

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

Peace

NEENAH, WISCONSIN—LCMS

REACHING OUT. SERVING JESUS. CELEBRATING HIS LOVE.

SERVICE TIMES:

Lutheran Church SATURDAYS @ 5PM. SUNDAYS @ 9AM

1228 S. PARK AVE. NEENAH, WI 54956

(920) 725-0510 | WWW.PEACENEENAH.COM

First Presbyterian Church

200 Church St., Neenah, WI

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME

920-725-4391 www.firstpresneenah.org

You're invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

YOU CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT GOD

CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

£ ALLIANCE CHURCH NEENAH

200 North Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

(£ > ]

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM
809 S Commercial St, Neenah ~ 920-725-3956  www.our-saviors.org

Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

$1.7 million shortfall without going to an
operational referendum.

Following the recent approval of the
2026-27 budget framework and staffing
plan by the Board of Education, I want
our community to understand several key
points. First, we are moving forward with
the elimination of several central office po-
sitions in order to avoid reductions at the
school level. This was not a decision made
lightly. However, by restructuring admin-
istrative services, we can continue sup-
porting our schools while minimizing the
impact on students and classrooms. This
approach demonstrates our commitment
to protecting teaching and learning first.

Because of this approach and careful
long-term planning, we are not making
reductions to teaching positions as part of
this budget reconciliation process. Across
Wisconsin, headlines have highlighted
significant classroom staffing cuts in other
communities. At this time, our planning
has prevented that outcome in Neenah,
even in the face of a $1.7 million deficit.

It’s also important to recognize how
our ongoing district practices have
positioned us more favorably than some
neighboring districts. For many years,
we've intentionally aligned staffing levels

with student enrollment. As enrollment
changes, we adjust sections and staffing
accordingly. This consistent approach has
helped us remain fiscally responsible and
avoid more significant structural deficits.

Attracting and retaining high-quality
staff remains a top priority. As part of the
2026-27 staft contracts proposal, I have
recommended a 3% salary increase for all
non-administrative staff.

This prioritizes the majority of our
workforce while maintaining fiscal
responsibility until we have finalized
enrollment data this fall. At that time, we
will reevaluate whether similar adjust-
ments can be extended to administrative
positions. The proposed administrative
freeze includes my own position, as lead-
ership requires sharing in the sacrifices
we ask of others.

Throughout my first 22 months in
Neenah, staff and community members
alike have emphasized the importance of
understanding the “why” behind deci-
sions. I hope this update provides clarity.
Tough times do not last, but strong
districts do. Every decision we are making
is rooted in long-term sustainability and
a steadfast commitment to our students,
staff, and community.

Celebrity chef

Photo from Neenah Joint School District

Worship with us Sundeys at 930 am Neenah High School students were served a Korean-style lunch last week with an ap-

pearance by Celebrity Chef Angel Barreto (center) of Anju restaurant in Washington,
D.C. Students were able to sample beef bulgogi tacos, Korean potato salad and Korean
corn with mozzarella prepared by Barreto and his staff at all three lunches. The event
was part of the Chartwells Global Eats program that brings food and cooking styles

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with
the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

WELS
Proclaiming the Gospel
Strengthening Believers
Serving Others

436 S. Lake St. Worship Times
Neenah, WI 54956 Saturday: 5:30pm

(920) 725-1330 Sunday: 9:00am

Supporting Neenah Lutheran School - 3K to 8

www.martinlutherneenah.org

Sunday Worship Services
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM
1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah,
WI

www.applevalleypres.org

APPLE VALLEY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A confessionally Reformed church where the

Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm
407 0ak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net« facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

We are a warm, accepfing and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiing messages and dynamic live music.

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube!

All are welcome!  Exi[E

Check us out at .
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha E

First United Methodist Church

of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~

All are welcome!
108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah - (920)725-0166
www.fumenm.org - facebook.com/fumcnm

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m.
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822
www.gloriadeilc.org

Come Grow With Us

from different cultures to schools across the country.
. — T
Now accepting new clients! Open

Sunday, Monday,
Thursday, Friday

11 AM -7 PM,
Saturday 9 AM-7 PM.

Home of handcrafted Meads,
Wines, & Ciders made from
locally sourced honey & fruits.
Dog-friendly outdoor seating!

O Like on FB @ Instagram Rushmw99

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158

Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

Look Better. Feel Better. Live A New You.

Personalized, medically guided treatments designed to

help you become your best self: . Medical Weight Loss / Energy Programs
(Peptides + GLP-1 / GIP options available)
+ lnjcctablc Treatments (Botox®—stylc
wrinkle reduction)
+ Dermal Fillers for natural, youthful results
+ Expert care from a Board-Certified Nurse

Practitioner

To learn more and book your
consultation call or text
920.215.0070 or visit ANewU.net [CI[f!z5
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Submitted photo

Players between the ages of 8 and 17 will be participating in the Fox Cities Esports Champion-

ship April 25 at the Neenah-Menasha YMCA.

Neenah-Menasha YMCA
hosting Esports competition

By George Halas
NEws CONTRIBUTOR

An expected 100-plus competitors will
converge on the Neenah-Menasha YMCA
on April 25 for the 2026 Fox Cities Es-
ports Championship.

Doors open at 3:15 p.m., competition
begins at S p.m. and will conclude at 9 p.m.

The championship is a joint venture be-
tween the YMCA of The Fox Cities, Lifest
and Edge Arcade VR and sponsors include
the Appleton School of Rock, Press Start
Games, Wisconsin Entertainment Group
and Blind Tiger Games.

The participants will include players
from ages 8 to 17 and the evening will in-
clude a 120 player Fortnite Solos tourna-
ment played on PlayStation PSS’s, access
to the Edge VR Virtual Reality Arena, un-
limited entries in the Renewal by Anders-
en Geometry Dash Competition, and the
opportunity to play “lots of other exciting
games” in the Plexus Tech Lab and G3
Lair.

The action can be viewed on a massive
16-foot video wall and will be accompa-
nied by live commentary from Lifest main
stage host and emcees, Lem Fillyaw and
Lucas Tuttle.

“We were approached by Lifest to ex-
pand the competition. We want to expand
Esports and bring the community togeth-
er around Esports,” said Jensen Hinton,
Sports and Recreation Director for the
Neenah-Menasha YMCA. “Last year, the
competition included 90 participants and
our goal this year is 120.”

“The Y and Lifest are very much aligned

in terms of values and as non-profits work-
ing together to benefit the community,”
he continued. “We want to bring kids of
similar interests together in a safe and con-
trolled environment where relationships
can be created though a lot of communi-
cation and teamwork.”

“We are not trying to add to time spent
playing Esports but to replace it with
high-quality time and interaction,” he
added. “One of the biggest benefits is kids
interacting with other kids.”

One of the objectives is to create a “big
event feel” that includes spectators in
bleachers.

“We have a golf simulator, there is a VR
Arena where competitors wear headsets
and play games like laser tag and there will
be sponsor groups with information on
their businesses,” Hinton said.

“You have to be here in-person to appre-
ciate the energy,” he added.

The competitors are not divided into
age groups.

“It’s a level playing field,” Hinton said.
“You'd be really surprised at how good the
younger kids are at playing video games.
It’s more thinking and hand-eye coordina-
tion and not dependent on physical skills.
It's really cool to have eight-year-olds
teaching 17-year-olds.”

The championship has benefitted sig-
nificantly from contributions from Lifest’s
McGyver Barnes and Press Start will pro-
vide a Nintendo Switch 2 as the grand
prize.

For further information, go to ymcafox-
cities.org/esports.

Youth organization receives national recognition

Neenah News

Big Brothers Big Sisters of East Central
Wisconsin has been recognized as a Big
Brothers Big Sisters of America (BBBSA)
Growth Award Winner for program excel-
lence in 2025.

Every year, the BBBSA Nationwide
Leadership Council, made up of local
agency leaders and board members, se-
lects agencies for excellence in the organi-
zation’s signature one-to-one youth men-
toring program.

Out of more than 230 agencies in the
country, Big Brothers Big Sisters of East
Central Wisconsin is one of 60 organizations
to receive this top honor. They have received
this honor for the third year in a row.

“I am incredibly proud of our board
and staft for their dedication to expand-

ing mentorship opportunities for young
people across Calumet, Outagamie, Win-
nebago and Waupaca counties,” said Jai-
me Kriewaldt, CEO of Big Brothers Big
Sisters of East Central Wisconsin. “Their
commitment to growing our matches en-
sures that even more children have access
to life-changing relationships. This achieve-
ment reflects the power of mentorship and
the impact we can create together in build-
ing a brighter future for our community.”
The Growth Award recognizes agencies
that have demonstrated strategic growth
in the number of mentors (“Bigs”) and
youth (“Littles”) matched through the
program, year over year. In the past year,
Big Brothers Big Sisters of East Central
Wisconsin served 466 youth in 2025 and
increased its local services by 9%.

LARSEN-WINCHESTER LIONS CLUB

FallPancake

Breakfast Fundraiser
Sunday, April 19th ¢ 8am-Noon
Winchester School, Winchester

S8 Adult
$6 Kids
age 4-12

Kids 4 &

under FREE

MENU

All the pancakes you can
eat, butter, syrup, scrambled
eggs, ham, applesauce,
coffee, milk & juice!

Proceeds Used to Benefit Future Lions Projects.

GETUPTO

Offer valid on new/used auto loans only. Requires minimum of $5,000 new money financed with Badger Globe Credit Union to
qualify. Cash back is calculated based on 1% of new money financed up to a maximum of $500 and will be deposited into your
Badger Globe Credit Union checking account at closing. If the loan is paid off within 90 days, the cash back amount will be added to
the loan payoff. A Badger Globe Credit Union checking account and direct deposit with payroll deduction or automatic loan payments
is required. Loan approval subject to credit qualifications and underwriting standards. Offer subject to change or end without notice.
Other restrictions may apply. Membership eligibility required.

WE WELCOME YOU TO THE 2026

POWER
OF THE
PURSE

MAY 20, 2026
11:45AM - 1:00PM

Oshkosh Convention Center

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

CATHERINE
PRICE

Bestselling author of:
How to Break Up with your Phone
The Power of FUN

The Amazing Generation

Scan for Tickets:

Join your community for
this empowering event!

Presented by:
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New mayor

FROM PAGE 1

president in 2023, he said, “I told her I
would support her no matter what.”

Then in December Lang decided not to
run for a second term. Suddenly the ‘am I
ready to leave teaching’ question loomed
large for Borchardt.

“The reason I ran in the first place was
how much Iloved the City of Neenah, the
high school and the students,” Borchardt
said. “But it’s so hard when you have feet
in both ends, you know?”

When Borchardt decided to jump into
this year’s mayoral race, he notified every-
one from superintendent to colleagues to
students. They bandied about the contin-
gency plans so the kids in the program
wouldn't suffer.

“There’s so much that hinges on these
relationships to get them over the hump,
that connection on how your actions to-
day impact tomorrow,” Borchardt said.

He felt the support from everyone was
clear with the most gratifying responses
coming from the students themselves.
When he asked ‘what do you think I
should do’ one student tossed the ques-
tion back at him.

“What would you tell me to do,” she
asked.

“I'd tell you to start your life and do
something new,” Borchardt responded.
Asked and answered. Another student
told him, “You've done more for this
school than anyone I can think of. If I
don’t graduate, that’s on me.”

“In the end, everyone’s replaceable,’
Borchardt said. “So it was the emotions,
the feelings and the relationships. But
I have so many students who live in this
community who now voted for the first

T
Cadrros

O ETGSUIUMTAVIATIIET,
VIGSEUTITOT D10SS°

Playing with
glass is FUN!

Kids explore the galleries for
inspiration for their own work,
and discover many ways to safely
create their own glass art projects,
through fusing and other
glass-focused methods.

Ages5-7
July 6-9, July 13-16
Ages 8-11

June 22-25, July 13-16,
August 17-20

Ages 12-15
July 6-9, August 17-20

Visit bmmglass.com, or scan for
more information and to register.

Bergstrom - Mahler

MUSEUM
OFGLASS

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH
920.751.4658 | BMMGLASS.COM

time because they knew and trusted
someone.

“So now I get to do this at a city level,”
he continues. “And I lead with kindness. I
lead with serving others because I believe
that’s what we should do”

Borchardt believes that attitude has
been obscured in the public sphere, which
is why he would never consider anything
but local politics. He’s not interested in
declaring a party or taking part in partisan
arguments. He is, however, very clear that
kindness should never be construed with
weakness. There’s too much work to be
done.

I've been involved in leadership my
whole life and my philosophy is that any-
one can be a leader,” Borchardt said. “But
that’s just influence over others. I think my
strength is that when it’s time to make the
tough decisions, I'm not trying to make
friends. I'm transitioning this philosophy
over to a huge team of people with whom
I've built relationships for the last six
years. That steady belief in service to oth-
ers is super important.

“I will treat them with dignity and re-
spect every step of the way because I know
the work they do,” he continued. “There’s
a lot that I know and a lot that I need to
learn. But I also guide myself with facts
and not feelings. And there will be conver-
sations about that.

“There will be projects that people want
to push forward...it’s their baby and they
want it to go this year,” he explained. “T'd
rather be tight and frugal with the money
now so that we're not burdening others
down the road. We have to row this boat
together.”

As for initiatives, Borchardt is passion-
ate about expanding communications
with Neenah’s citizens. From a YouTube
channel, internet videos, shorter video
clips to engage the younger voters to “in-
vite the mayor” opportunities, he wants to
take part.

“I have to be at city hall for certain
things, but it’s really important to be out
there,” Borchardt said. “I'm not going to
be the ‘guy behind the desk. We've got a
lot of cool things going on in Neenah and
I want to celebrate it. Because when you
don’t there’s a void and that void can be
filled with the negative. I want to be there
to emphasize the positive.”

Borchardt said the communication ini-
tiatives are vital to the community because
many folks think the mayor can wave a
magic wand and make things happen. But

DB’s Power Center

1314 S Commercial Street, Neenah
920.486.1231

Neenah News

Mayor-Elect Brian Borchardt is preparing to step into the role leading Neenah after winning

the spring election.

he said it’s the council that decides where
the money goes. And he added the money
isn’t as much as people think it is; it’s 42%
of the collected tax revenue.

“So sometimes a road that was sched-
uled to be fixed this year has to wait in or-
der for the main or the sewer lines to be
done right,” Borchardt said. “Those are
things that happen. But I know we can do
a better job of communicating with peo-
ple when they do. I think because we deal
with things daily, we forget that some peo-
ple are hearing it for the first time. So we
need to reach out on many platforms and
explain things thoroughly”

Borchardt admits that when you get
down to process and determining how to
go about it is not particularly exciting. But
he wants the council to get more engaged

SUNRISE SPECIALS

Four Seasons Restaurant

AVAILABLE MON-SAT 6-10AM, JUST $9

#1: 2 eggs, hashbrowns or diced
potatoes with choice of meat
and toast

#2: 2 pancakes, 2 eggs with bacon or
sausage links

#3: Choice of 2pc French Toast,
pancakes, crepes, or 1 waffle with
fruit topping

#4: 2 potato pancakes, 2 eggs,
bacon or sausage

OPEN MON-SAT 6AM -7 PM, SUN 6AM-2PM
1104 COMMERCIAL STREET

in doling out more information to their
districts in smaller chunks. In a way it’s
teaching constituents about how things
get done from “how we do roads” to “how
we do budgets.” And he wants to remain
available by continuing the open door pol-
icy he had with Mayor Lang.

“If people want to be involved, I want to
find ways to get them involved,” Borchardt
said. “Jane started this. And just like with
her, my door will be open to every council
member. Jane was wonderful. Any issue,
any question for her, she was like, “come
onin”

Borchardt knows there are a lot un-
knowns in his future.

“I may get in two weeks and I'll be
like, “What the heck did I do? Why did I
do this,” he said with a laugh. “But that’s
where this super staff of people comes in.
I'm a firm believer in allowing others to
shine. I couldn’t reach every kid and I'm
not going to reach every citizen. But there
may be someone on the council or in a de-
partment who can. I don’t need a statue of
me out there. Our success will be the re-
sult of aligned goals between the council,
city hall and the citizens of Neenah.”

“I feel pretty confident that I will be able
to continue doing what I'm doing the way
I want to do it,” Borchardt said. “People
are relying on me to lead. So this is who
I am and this is who I'm going to be. And
we hope, right? We hope.”

- Alignments
- Air Conditioning

- Custom exhaust
- Classic car repair

9 /
Rob's Repair
COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION
‘ \
> )

103 Professional Plaza,

Neenah, W154956
920-886-8714




APrIL 17, 2026

NEENAHNEWS.COM | PAGE 11

Prep sports roundup

TRACK AND FIELD

Neenah girls dominate

home meet

The Rockets rolled to a plethora of wins
and top finishes as they hosted a four-team
meet last week.

Neenah was especially dominant in the
distance races posting the top eight and
10 of the top 12 finishes in the 1,600 me-
ters and grabbing the top six places in the
3,200 meters. Sam Zilm, Izzy Malloy and
Lizzy LaPlant finished 1-2-3, respectively,
in the 1,600 meters with Natalie Schultz,
Elise Braaten and Elsa Gruber sweeping
the top three places in the 3,200 meters.

Neenah also swept the top three places
in the 200 meters with Celia Gentile, Mol-
ly Snider and Kobi Meyer grabbing the
first three spots, respectively, while Gen-
tile teamed with Brynn Fox for a 1-2 finish
in the 100 meters and Meyer was first with
Kate Lenninger taking third in the 400
meters.

Malloy added a win in the 800 meters
with LaPlant taking third.

Also on the track, Aubrey Strosahl
took second in both the 100-meter and
300-meter hurdles with Abigail Hirschi
adding a third place in the 300-meter hur-
dles.

In the field events, Emma Severson won
both of the throwing events for Neenah,
with Lexi Davis taking second in the shot
put and Brooklyn Kohlbeck finishing sec-
ond in the discus.

Mirella Taschner and Aubrey Murwar
were first and second, respectively, in the
high jump, while Gentile added another
win in the long jump. Resa Goethel placed
second in the pole vault and Brynn Jaeck-
els was second in the triple jump.

Highlighting the boys’ finishes was a
1-2-3 finish in the shot put with Nate
Kramp, Dawson Oberer and William
Kirkman grabbing the top three spots.
Oberer also added a second in the discus
with Liam Neubauer taking third.

Owen Fox won the 110-meter hurdles
and took second in the 300-meter hurdles
with Spencer Schiedermayer adding third
places in both races. Fox also picked up a
third place in the long jump

Elijah Kaul in the 100 meters, Arlo Fer-
guson in the 400 meters, Elliott Drake in
the 800 meters and Gideon Benner in the
1,600 meters each scored second places,
with Connor Schott in the 800 meters and
Daemen Logterman in the triple jump

each taking third.
Zephyr girls take second
at Big East meet

Marissa Hahn won both throwing
events to lead the St. Mary Catholic girls
to a second-place finish at a Big East divi-
sion meet at Mishicot last week.

Hahn finished first in the shot put and
first in the discus and was the only multi-
event winner for the Zephyrs.

Claire Higgins in the 400 meters and
Ellie Davel in the 100-meter hurdles also
added first-place finishes for St. Mary
Catholic.

Lucy Norville was second in the high
jump and Madeline Weninger tied for sec-
ond in the pole vault, while Moorea Steck-
ling in the 100-meter hurdles and Halle
Jensen in the long jump were each third.

The Zephyrs also took second in the
800-meter and 1,600-meter relays and
third in the 400-meter relay.

The boys collected a quartet of sec-
ond-place finishes at the meet as they
placed fifth overall.

Brenden Hueslbeck in the 100 meters,

Ethan Auer in the 800 meters, Isaiah Hen-
nessy in the shot put and Sean Brennan in
the discus were the runner-up in their re-
spective events.

Relays lead Neenah girls
at FVA triangular

The Neenah girls won a pair of relays
to highlight the performances at a weath-
er-shortened Fox Valley Association tri-
angular meet held at Appleton East on
Monday.

The Rockets finished firstin the 800-me-
ter relay with a team of Kristin Manteufel,
Kendall Freier, Mirella Taschner and Kate
Lenninger, while the foursome of Elsa
Gruber, Natalie Willes, Natalie Schultz
and Sam Zilm won the 3,200-meter relay.

Manteufel and Lenninger finished sec-
ond and third, respectively, in the 100
meters, while Schultz and Olivia Landrath
were second and third, respectively, in the
1,600 meters. In the 400 meters, it was
Anna Benthein taking second and Pay-
ton Schaefer coming in third for Neenah,
while in the pole vault, Resa Goethel took
second and Eve Marose was third.

Lexi Davis added a second place in the
shot put with Kaitlyn Zarling tying for
third in the high jump.

The Neenah boys were led by Elijah Kaul,
who tied for first with the fastest time in the
100 meters. Owen Fox in the 110-meter
hurdles and Nate Kramp in the shot put
were each second with Finley Derks in the
high jump and Jack Czechanski in the pole
vault each taking third.

Neenah also took second in the 800-me-
ter relay and 3,200-meter relay.

SOCCER

Zephyrs post shutout win

over Omro

Bitsy McCauley finished with a goal and
an assist to help St. Mary Catholic notch
its first win of the season in a 2-0 victory
over Omro last week.

Brecken Britzke picked up the other
goal for St. Mary Catholic.

Olivia Nagel added an assist in the
match for the Zephyrs.

Rockets post win
over Stevens Point

Neenah scored a 3-2 win over Stevens
Point for its win of the season last Friday
as part of a two-day tournament.

The Rockets also played to a 0-0 tie with
‘Wausau West.

GOLF

Zephyrs secure team

title at Lourdes invite

St. Mary Catholic had three golfers fin-
ish in the top eight and edged Division 1
Oshkosh North by four shots to win the
Lourdes Invitational held at Lake Breeze
Golf Course last week.

The Zephyrs finished with a team score
of 331 to finish ahead of the Spartans.
Wrightstown was third with 338.

Charlie Whaley led St. Mary Catholic
with a 79 to finish third among the indi-
viduals, while Carter Pendergast finished
fourth one shot behind his teammate.
Brady DeLeeuw tied for eighth with an 83.

Mason  Uhlenbrauck and  Alex
Klinkhammer rounded out the St. Mary
Catholic scoring golfers at the invite with
each shooting an 89.

Seitz leads Neenah
golfers at invite

Carson Seitz finished with a score of

162 to lead Neenah at the Washington
County Invitational last week.

The tournament was played over two
days at both the Hartford Golf Club and
Washington County Golf Course.

Ryan Geery and Cartyr Simonson each
shot 168s for the Rockets, while Jacob
Maguire finished with a 172.

The Rockets finished 32** among the
S4-team field.

SOFTBALL

Zephyrs roll to easy

victory over Shiocton

St. Mary Catholic grabbed the early lead
and never looked back in an 11-1 win over
Shiocton last week.

The Chiefs scored a run in the top of
the first but the Zephyrs answered with
four runs in the bottom of the inning and
then added two more in the second to
seize control. St. Mary Catholic ended the
game early with a five-run fifth inning.

Gabby Guerrero finished 3-for-4 to
pace the Zephyrs’ 11-hit attack, while
Paxtyn Trinkner added a pair of hits and
drove in a team-high four runs in the
game. Emily Weiss added two hits and
two RBIs, while Samantha Weiss also
chipped in two hits.

Ainslie Liddy finished with a pair of
RBIs in the game for the Zephyrs.

Trinkner allowed just five hits and
struck out one in five innings to earn the
win in the circle.

Earlier in the week, St. Mary Catholic
lost to Wittenberg-Birnamwood 11-5, de-
spite three hits from Illa Moder and two
hits — both doubles — and three RBIs from
Trinkner.

Papermakers stifle
Rockets in FVA loss

Neenah was held to just two hits and
dropped an 8-2 decision to Kimberly in a
Fox Valley Association game last week.

Libby Jahnke belted a two-run home
run in the bottom of the first to answer the
Papermakers’ three-run top of the first in-
ning but that would be all the offense the
Rockets could muster.

Taytum West had the only other hit
in the game and also scored on Jahnke’s
home run.

West struck out four in four innings in
the circle for Neenah with only three of
the eight runs she allowed being earned.
Kayleigh Johnson pitched three scoreless
innings to close out the game.

BASEBALL

Rockets rack up

pair of easy wins

Neenah cruised to a pair of Fox Valley
Association wins in the past week, thump-
ing Appleton West 17-S last week while
taking down Oshkosh North 11-1 on
Tuesday.

Cal Juckem went 4-for-S and drove in
four runs to pace the win over the Terrors
as Neenah scored seven runs in the first
two innings and never trailed in the game.

Mack Krause finished 3-for-4 and
scored four runs in the game, with Ethan
Hellengreen, Keegan Krueger, John Wei-
land and Landen Sheppard each adding
two hits in the game. Hellengreen added
three RBIs with Krueger and Owen Pire
each driving in two runs.

See Prep roundup on Pace 15
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Senior Syotfigﬁt is Brougﬁt to you Ey:

LeClair looking to be leader on young Rocket squad

By Steve Clark
NEeeNAH NEws

Ainsley LeClair had carved out a pretty
comfortable niche in the midfield during
the first three years of her high school la-
crosse career at Neenah.

She helped anchor the group that drove
the Rockets to a successful season and was
one of only four double-digit goal scorers
on the squad a year ago.

Yet, as comfortable and productive as
LeClair was as a midfielder, she opted for
a change entering her senior season with
the Rockets.

Senior Standout

“Last summer I switched from playing
midfield to defense for my club team and
I really enjoyed that,” LeClair said as the
Rockets practiced early this week. “When
I committed to college, I decided that de-
fense is what I want to do and I think it’s
what I do best. I get to see a different side
of the game and play a different role.”

That doesn’t mean she has completely
given up her offensive ways.

LeClair tallied a hat trick in a match
against Superior and picked up her fourth
goal of the year in a tie with Appleton on
Tuesday.

We have found an ICON—

someone who defies labels and bridges the gap
between opportunity and inclusion for people
with and without disabilities alike.

g
dentity Reveel®
June 6,

REMARKABLE
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behind the vision,
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Date:
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Casino Games at 4 pm, Dinner at 6:30 pm,
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COUPON
CODE
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Remarkable is a dedicated non-profit organization committed to
elevating the lives of people with diverse abilities. We achieve
this by offering purposeful employment, engaging projects, and
enriching activities serving the greater Winnebago and
Outagamie Counties.

Neenah News

Ainsley LeClair has made the move from midfield to defense this year as the Davenport University commit hopes to lead Neenah to a successful season.

In fact, as much as she enjoys her posi-
tion switch to defense, she knows there is
still something special about shooting one
past a goalie and into the back of the net.

“Getting a stop on defense or scoring
a goal are equally a rush,” LeClair said. “I
love getting to stop a ball and get that de-
fensive steal but I also really like shooting
and hear my name over the announce-
ments and see my video on the board”

No matter which end of the field she is
on, though, LeClair simply likes helping
Neenah chalk up victories.

“With the midfield you are kind of ex-
pected to score and all of that, but on de-
fense that’s not (the case),” LeClair said. “I
was happy I could play a part on the offen-
sive and defensive sides while not having a
position on the offensive side.”

LeClair started playing lacrosse in elemen-
tary school when a flyer about tryouts landed
in her possession along with some friendly
peer pressure to give the sport a shot.

LeClair said Ellery Marsh - a standout
for Neenah last year who is out this sea-
son with an injury — helped convince her

to take up the sport and she’s been playing
ever since.

When she started, though, there was no
team for the girls. So, when she took her
steps in the sport, she was playing with
and against the boys.

“Playing for the guys team, they abso-
lutely cooked me back in the day,” LeClair
said with a laugh.

LeClair made the transition to girls la-
crosse in seventh grade and found the
game to be a bit different than playing
against boys.

However, she brought the experience
from her early days with her to the field
and it’s helped her succeed.

“It was a big transition because boys and
girls play different but I think playing with
the boys has helped me be more comfort-
able playing now and being the aggressive
player that I am,” LeClair said. “Girls la-
crosse just clicked for me.”

In addition to playing for the Neenah
High School program, LeClair also plays
club lacrosse with the Black Lax club team
out of Milwaukee.

Conditions Apply.

Limited Time Offer!

10 Month Share Certificate at 4.15% APR.
Minimum New Deposit $5,000.00
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Last summer, she earned a spot on the
national squad and traveled to tourna-
ments in Maryland, Florida and Illinois.

“For one of the tournaments (in Mary-
land), my parents and I spent the whole
week there,” LeClair said. “It was like a
beach vacation with lacrosse mixed in on
the weekend.”

Not only has LeClair been able to see dif-
ferent parts of the country through lacrosse,
she’s also built a large base of friends.

“Playing for club teams I have made a
lot of friends on different teams, especially
in the Bay Valley (Conference),” LeClair
said. “In the game, emotions can get pretty
high, but at the end of the day it is a game
and everybody is playing because they
love the sport.

“Lacrosse has really grown, especially in
the recent years. I would love it to expand
even more. It just makes me happy”

LeClair plans on continuing her lacrosse
career next year while attending NCAA
Division II Davenport University in Iowa.

She is excited about the chance to con-
tinue playing at the next level.

“I'm ecstatic about it. I get to play with
some of my club teammates, too,” said Le-
Clair, who said she planned to go see the
team play next week. “I kind of wanted to
branch out. I think it’s going to be a big
change from the girls I used to be playing
with but I'm hoping I can play my game
and stay true to yourself”

Before she gets to that point, though,
she still has another season with the Rock-
ets to look forward to and is hoping to
make it a special one.

“I think our intensity this year is awe-
some and all of the girls are trying really
hard. I think it will be a good season,” Le-
Clair said. “(What it means to be) a part
of Neenah lacrosse is hard to put in words
but it’s awesome. Both the girls and boys
teams are so passionate.

“I think sometimes it shocks people
when I play lacrosse. Not negative in any
way but because it’s not something they
usually hear”
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Neenah youth wrestlers turn in strong showing at state

Neenah News

The Neenah Youth and Middle School
Wrestling programs competed at the Wis-
consin Wrestling Federation State Cham-
pionships recently and posted one of the
strongest showings in the program’s his-
tory.

A record 29 wrestlers from Neenah
qualified for the state tournament after ad-
vancing through the WWEF regional series.

Neenah had three wrestlers reach the
finals including one champion in Drew
Winters, who won the 135-pound title for
wrestlers born in 2015-2016.

Brandon Stumpf (2015-2016, 100
pounds) and Stella Kittilson (2013-2014,
95, girls) were each the state runner-up in
their respective divisions.

Other podium finishers for Neenah
were: Eli Stuebs (2011-2012, 85), third
place; Reina Ristow (2013-2014, 150,
girls), third place; Jonah Stuebs (2013-
2014, 82), fourth place; and Troy Lo
(2011-2012, 110), fifth place.

Competing for Neenah in the girls di-
vision and their records at state were:
Madi Reilly (2015-2016), 75 pounds,
4-2; Lindsay Wittig (2013-2014), 90, 4-2;
Clara Tennessen (2013-2014), 135, 3-2;
Serina Pattridge (2013-2014), 110, 3-2;
Jayde Keck (2013-2014), 125, 2-2; Ca-
lynn Jensen (2013-2014), 150, 1-2; Brelin
Butzke (2013-2014), 95, 1-2.

Competing for Neenah in the boys divi-
sion and their records at state were: Cole
Cowlin (2017—2018), 48 pounds, 4-2;
James Kinney (2017-2018), James Kin-
ney, 72, 3-2; Isaiah Stuebs (2015-2016),
69, 1-2; Tyler Pierstorff (2013-2014),
120, 3-2; Oliver Hirschi (2013-2014),
70, 2-2; Rylan O’Brien (2013-2014), 91,

Photo by Kourtney Kositzke, KOKO Art Studio

The Neenah Youth and Middle School wrestling team recently capped its season with an impressive showing at the Wisconsin Wrestling Federa-

tion Youth State Championships

2-2; Isaac Farrell (2013-2014), 88, 2-2;
Wyatt Wilson (2013-2014), 88, 1-2; Ty
Thomson (2013-2014), 94, 0-2; Logan
Goudreau (2011—2012), 10§, 3-2; Jesse
Kuehn (2011-2012), 100, 2-2; Zach Wit-
tig (2011-2012), 85, 1-2; Aiden Ziolenka
(2011-2012), 110, 1-2; Silas Boutwell
(2011-2012), 135, 1-2; and Chris Jensen
(2011-2012), 210, 1-2.

Middle School coach Josh Mueller said
the season reflected the commitment of
the athletes both on the mat and in the
classroom.

“What an incredible season for Neenah
Middle School Wrestling,” Mueller said
in a press release. “We closed the year on
a high note with 71 athletes competing
at the Northeast Valley Middle School
Wrestling Conference Tournament — a
true testament to the dedication, growth,
and unity of our program. Many of these
athletes have committed themselves to

wrestling throughout their entire athletic
journey, and their passion showed every
step of the way. Our success extended
far beyond the mat. In the classroom,
our student-athletes finished the season
with a remarkable team GPA of 3.51, and
21 wrestlers earned a perfect 4.0. These
achievements reflect the discipline, char-
acter, and pride our athletes bring to ev-
erything they do. We couldn’t be more
proud of this group and the example they

set. This season was one worth celebrat-
ing”

With record participation, strong state
results, and continued development
throughout the program, Neenah youth
wrestling continues to build momentum
for the future.
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have their story told.

Sharing someone’s life story in
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Zephyrs, Rockets bring talented lineups to the course

Neenah News

The St. Mary Catholic golf team could
definitely be a group to watch this spring.

The Zephyrs return its entire lineup
from last season and are coming off a cam-
paign where the squad won a Division 3

regional title and
Golf

played  competi-
PREVIEW

tively at the sec-
tional meet.

“We are looking
forward to an excellent season this year,”
commented second-year head coach
Chad Whaley. “ With all of our top scorers
returning, and the addition of an excellent
new freshman, our hopes and expecta-
tions are high. ... We look to carry that
momentum into this season and lean on
the growth of our returning players during
the offseason, and the talents of our new
players, to make a run at going to State in
20267

The team’s top two scorers last year were
both freshman and having the year of var-
sity experience under their belts should be
an asset this season.

Charlie Whaley led the Zephyrs and

was co-medalist at the regional meet last
season, while Brady DeLeeuw also returns
to give the Zephyrs a strong 1-2 punch on
the course.

Chad Whaley said having a season of play-
ing on their resumes should help the young
players take a step forward this season.

“Last season was rife with learning op-
portunities,” Whaley commented. “Our
two top scorers were both freshmen, and
had to adjust to the experience of playing
in the challenging weather conditions that
come with spring golf in Wisconsin, but
the entire team finished the season strong.
Those experiences should help us to get
off to a faster start.”

Rounding out the golfers who played
at sectionals for the Zephyrs will be se-
nior Mason Uhlenbrauck, junior Alex
Klinkhammer and senior Wyatt Birling,
who was recognized as the team’s Most
Improved Player a year ago and earned
honorable mention honors in the Big East
Conference.

In addition to the returning golfers, the
Zephyrs will add freshmen Carter Pender-
gast into the varsity mix.

Chad Whaley also believes the addi-
tion of Jack Steinhoff as an assistant coach
should help boost the Zephyrs’ success
this season. Steinhoff coached the girls
team at St. Mary Catholic in the fall.

Neenah

The Rockets return their top four play-
ers from last year’s postseason lineup and
are looking to build on the success of last
season.

Neenah finished 6-3 in Fox Valley As-
sociation dual meets a year ago, but two
of the losses were by two strokes or less,
including one that went to a tiebreaker.
The Rockets were also close to making
it to state as a team, taking fourth at the
sectional meet only seven shots out of ad-
vancing.

Headlining the group of returners will
be junior Cartyr Simonson, who earned
first-team all-conference honors in the
FVA a year ago and earned a trip to the
WIAA Division 1 state tournament.

“Cartyr is a great talent,” commented
head coach Craig Geerts. “I love to work
with him on his mental game and keep

him present and make sure he has his team
thought about first. He can take his game
to another level. He has the swing but
most of all confidence in what he’s doing”

The Rockets also boast a pair of return-
ers who earned honorable mention all-
FVA honors in senior Mason Peitersen
and junior Carson Seitz. That duo, along
with junior Ryan Geary, joined Simonson
on the team that finished fourth at both
regionals and sectionals last year.

Also returning with varsity experi-
ence for the Rockets will be seniors Zach
Schneider and Jacob Maguire who will
add to the depth of the squad.

Geerts is also welcoming 15 new players
to the team this season who could make a
run at varsity spot as the season wears on.

“The (experience we have) should help
greatly,) commented Geerts. “I love this
group. It’s taken time to shape them and
have them understand what pressure is
and how to control it. Bad shots will hap-
pen, but how they learn to rebound tells
me a lot about this group. I would like to
think we will compete for conference and
play well in regionals and sectionals.”
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920 988 3776 + interior and Bxterlor ‘Ink Link’ - Graduation cards Bowed and Cracked Walls
( ) = - Wallpaper Removal for ALL ° Copies, Brochures Concrete Flat Work

« Flyers, Posters
* & MORE!

920-809-7484
brittaniedix@kw.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

mikestrees920@gmail.com
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Prep roundup

FROM PAGE 11

Juckem also struck out six in § 1/3 in-
nings to earn the win on the mound.

Against the Spartans, the Rockets broke
a 1-1 tie with four runs in the second in-
ning and two more in the third en route
to the win.

Krause finished 3-for-4 for Neenah with
Juckem and Sheppard each chipping in
two hits. The Rockets also took advantage
of five walks and six Spartan errors.

Gus Weinholzer allowed just one hit in
the six-inning game and struck out seven
to earn the win on the mound.

Zephyrs rally in seventh
to top Mustangs

St. Mary Catholic rallied for three runs
in the bottom of the seventh after Little
Chute had grabbed the lead in the top
of the inning to pull out a 6-5 victory on
Monday night in a nonconference game at
home.

The Zephyrs didn’t score until the sixth
inning when they plated three runs to take
a 3-2 lead only to have the Mustangs tally
three runs in the top of the seventh to re-
gain the lead.

Jacob Ernsting went 3-for-3 with a walk
to lead the St. Mary Catholic offense, with
Ethan Plutz collecting a pair of hits in the
win. Plutz and Ben Kuffel each drove in a
couple of runs.

Caleb Vogel got the final out of the top
of the seventh inning to earn the win for
the Zephyrs. He came in relief of Plutz,
who allowed five hits in 6 2/3 innings.

The Zephyrs also split a pair of games
in a home triangular on Saturday, beating
Ozaukee 10-5 after falling to Waupaca,
11-8 in eight innings.

Vogel and Ernsting each had two hits in

the game against Ozaukee with Ernsting
driving in three runs. Owen DeWitt and
Vogel combined on a four-hitter in the win.

Against Waupaca, the Zephyrs got three
hits from Vogel and two hits apiece from
Kufel and Andrew Ernsting, while Mason
Wagner and Jacob Ernsting each drove in
two runs.

St. Mary started the busy stretch with
an 8-1 loss to Luxemburg-Casco last week
as the Zephyrs were held to just three hits
in the game.

BOYS LACROSSE

Rockets rack up lopsided

win over Stevens Point

Jude Marsh scored five goals and Jack-
son Herres added four as Neenah rolled to
a 17-1 win over Stevens Point at home last
week.

Lenny Coulman and Brayden Willes
each added two goals with Simon Galvin,
Tyler Resch, Reshawn Vaughn and Vincent
Thiel each adding one for the Rockets.

Marsh also led the team with four as-
sists to finish with nine points in the game,
while Coulman picked up a pair of assists.

Isaac Scholl finished with four saves in
goal in the win.

The Rockets dropped a 10-4 decision at
Middleton on Saturday, with Marsh scoring
three goals and Vaughn adding one. Herres
finished with two assists in the game.

GIRLS LACROSSE

Neenah splits pair of

games at home triangular

On Saturday, the Rockets split a pair of
games in a home triangular, beating Supe-
rior 8-5, while falling to Kimberly 4-3 in
double overtime.

Ainsley LeClair notched a hat trick
in the win over Superior as the Rockets

Obituaries

Susan Locke

Susan Locke, age 81, passed away on
Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 at Oakridge
Gardens in Menasha.
She was born to the
late William and Mae
(Kirby) Fellner on
April 29, 1944 in Me-
nasha.

Susan attended Mi-
ami-Dade University.
She worked at Jack-
sonville Memorial Hospital in Miami as
an X-Ray Technician. Most recently she
proudly served on the Winnebago County
Board of Directors from 2008 - 2022. She
served on many committees and was very
active in the community. She volunteered
for Volunteer Fox Cities and was awarded
many times for her dedicated hours of ser-

vice.

Susan loved flowers and animals with
a passion. She always had hundreds of
plants and flowers at her apartment. She
would always stop to pet a dog and a visit
from a dog would brighten her day.

Susan is survived by her daughter, Deb-
bie Jansen and granddaughter, Chelsea
Jansen plus many cousins and friends.

In addition to her parents, Susan was
preceded in death by husbands William
Locke and Frederick Engel. She was also
preceded in death by close friends Tom
Schindler and William Perry plus many
cousins, aunts, uncles and friends.

Per the wishes of Susan, a cremation has
taken place.

James Kasten

James “Jim” Kasten 65, passed away in
Kaukauna on April §,2026.

Jim was born on
April 2, 1961, to Law-
rence and Josephine
(Mischke) Kasten in
Appleton. He gradu-
ated from Appleton
West. He worked in
maintenance at St
Edward and St. Pius
X Churches, RR Don-
nelley, the Appleton Y and, most recently,
Jack’s Maintenance Service.

Jim enjoyed railroads, model trains and
photography. He also enjoyed being in na-
ture, canoeing, traveling, hiking or spend-
ing time with his pets.

Jim is survived by his sisters: Patricia

“Pat” Kasten and Mary Kasten; aunts:
Carol Rowlands and Patricia Kasten;
cousins and friends. Jim was preceded in
death by his parents.

The funeral Mass for Jim was celebrated
on Wednesday, April 15,2026, at 11 a.m. at
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 1810
N. McDonald St., Appleton. A visitation
and prayer vigil was held from 4 to 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 14, at Valley Funeral Home,
2211 N. Richmond St., Appleton. Church
visitation began at 9 a.m. on Wednesday at
St. Thomas More. Inurnment was at Apple-
ton Highland Memorial Park.

For online condolences, please visit val-
leyth.com. In lieu of flowers, a memorial is
being established in Jim’s name.

scored three goals in the third quarter to
break open a close game.

Bridget Blookhuff added two goals and
an assist, while Josie Mroczkowski, Kait-
lyn Burt and Ella Allred also scored in the
game for the Rockets.

Bristol Bestcha made 12 saves in goal
for Neenah, which held Superior to just
one goal in the second half.

In the loss to Kimberly, Neenah outshot
the Papermakers 24-12 but couldn't find
the back of the net enough to earn the win.

Mroczkowski scored a pair of goals,
while Lola Johnson and Izzy Bugge — who

had the game-winning goal in double
overtime in the season-opening win -
each had one. Betscha tallied five saves.

Neenah then played to a S-S tie with
Appleton on Tuesday night in a game that
ended in the fourth quarter because of
weather.

The Rockets led 5-3 going into the final
period, but Appleton scored two quick
goals to even the match before it was halted.

Mroczkowski scored a pair of goals in
the game, while Mara Dorow, Bloomhuff
and LeClair each had one.

Bestcha made eight saves in the game.

Top finishers

Adel Schneider from St. Mary Catholic high school took second place in her weight
class (56 kilograms) at the 2026 USA Powerlifting High School Nationals. Dominic
Todd also participated at nationals and finished in 19" place. Schneider is also a two-
time state champion tennis player winning the Division 2 doubles crown the last two
years with partner Vivie Auth.

Classifieds

Submitted photo

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Real Estate/Rental

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial.
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than

1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien
1-855-943-6279

Cavalier-Bichon puppies! Born 1/30, shots,
dewormed $600 call 715-644-5726

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter,
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-920-3533

For Sale Round Hay Bales, good soft grass
miXx, no rain. Can Deliver 920-878-0005 No
VM, Keep trying.

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material -steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Garage/Estate Sales

UW Oshkosh - Polk Library
ART BOOK SALE
1000s of art books
Tuesday April 21 7:45 AM through Friday April
243:00PM
$1.00/item, $5/bag of items

For Sale: Zondlo's Bar & Ballroom. Located
atW2407 State Hwy. 102, Rib Lake. 1.88
acres. Builtin 1936. A must see Z place to be.
414-254-6694.

Legal Notice

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT
WINNEBAGO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
NAME CHANGE OF:
Ruby Lynn Rivera
By (Petitioner) Heather Lynn
Fremling

Notice and Order for Name
Change Hearing
Case No. 2026CV000300

NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:

From:

First — Ruby
Middle — Lynn
Last — Rivera
To:

First — Ruby
Middle — Lynn

Last — Fremling
Birth Certificate:
First — Ruby
Middle — Lynn
Last — Rivera

IT IS ORDERED:

This Petition will be heard in
the Circuit Court of Winnebago
County, State of Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Michael D. Rust
Place: Winnebago Courthouse,
Rm 410

415 Jackson St. Oshkosh, WI
54901

Date: May 1, 2026

Time: 11:30 a.m.

If you require reasonable ac-
commodations due to a
disability to participate in the
court process, please call 920-
236-4848 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.

NOTICE TO NEWSPAPER
AND PETITIONER:

Notice of this hearing shall

be given by publication as a
Class 3 notice for three weeks
in a row prior to the date of the
hearing in the following news-
paper Neenah News.

BY THE COURT:

DATE SIGNED: March 27,
2026

Winnebago County Circuit
Branch |

Runs: April 3, 2026, April
10, 2026 and April 17, 2026.

WNAXLP
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THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE ' _— 23
@@ ° Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at Proof “- )
u\\’\ l www.kidscoop.com Areyou an eagle eyed reader? Cirde the six rrorsin the
_com © 2026 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 42, No. 20 article ow. en, rewriteit correct Y-

Imagination

In 1962, Rachel Carson’s book ~T ’</D\5 In her first year of kollege, I?achel write astory fo_r t,he
Slent Soring was published. Her / kL/ \_) the school magazine called “The Master of the Ship’'s
book described how DDT entered P F \__ Light.” The story’s setting was awild seacoast, witch she
the food chain and gathered in the { l( k\\ described as having “towering waves,” “booming
_ i tissuesqf ani mal; ~ ;; ) breakers,” “icy winds’ and “ patches of white foam,
including human beings, causing éL - betraying the menacing reefs beneath.”
cancerandother _ . \\,

\ -— Whi ;

- COURAGE = ile as achild she had read book about the sea, at the
Hidden Danger O\QPT time she wrote this story, she had never been to the ocean.
Insects that bite, eat crops and @D gg Rachd’s book Using her imagination, she was able two write her own
garden flowersare considered pests. ¢ made — erful descriptions of a places she had never seen.
Years ago, scientists discovered o fF=Te B 1 2 pow P P

chemicalsthat killed insect pests.
They called these chemicals
“pesticides.” For awhilethis
seemed to be agreat discovery.

. Shewas criticized
and called terrible names.
But for Rachel the message was
more important than her feelings. She carefully kept track of her
and found other scientists who agreed with her.

But further study showed that these

same chemicals, particularly one ;o Eventuall ;

. N - y the United States government DDT. And
called “DDT,” killed more than just ‘ millions of people began to look more carefully at how human
bothersome insects. What may be a beingsare_~ tothe entl re natural world.
pest to people may be food to afish. o R
That fishisfood for abigger fish, ED
which i food for an even bigger fgg : ~ A\-ARM
fish. Eventually one of the animals = m
in thisfood ch_a'n might end up on <~;(// BANNED
somebody’s dinner plate. ‘ Flnd where each missing word belongs

in the above article.
RESPONSIBILITY
Government Work S
Not long after Rachel completed her master’s Imagination
degree in zoology, her father died and she [T S——
became the sole supporter of the household —— g
she shared with her mother. In 1937, her iy Spagfeful
sister died, leaving two teenage daughters et ecti\'/x)wfive
o who joined Rachdl’s household. Jn oungfn o
o) R
Rachel found ajob writing radio scripts flé?e\étae?
\ \\\ for the United States Bureau of i
=T < . \(/w Fisheries (now called the U.S. Fish and ugﬁ’ag apl -
= g Wildlife Service). Eventually she becamethe thw% words.
S— _ editor-in-chief for al publications of this _
Toot chatms amt 1000 webar Tving things cause changes m the o o od 1" government service. S e
environment in which they live; some of these changes are detrimental. Standards Link- Character Education: Students underetand the and use at(ijjecti\ll)es,
importance of individual action and character. nouns and verbs.

CURIOSITY

Night Life
Rachel spent much of
her childhood learning
about nature.

One night she decided
to see what kinds of
life could be found in
the quiet of the night.

“If | had been asked a
month ago, | would
have said my backyard
was a peaceful enough place at night. That was before | had gone exploring in it with
a flashlight, and had seen how the bushes, the jungles of moss and grass, and even the
woodpile werefilled with hunters. After an hour of exploring by flashlight, you realize
as never before how alive the night is. It isalive with a thousand watchful eyes.”

Use your powers of observation
to find 10 differences between
these two pictures.

— Rachel Carson, The Sense of Wonder Standards Links: Investigation: Find similarities and differences.
, Double, ., yie Word Search FREE DOWNLOMD:  Pack!
c‘ues in code RACHEL Find the words by Ic;oking up, Ki.d. SCQOPTQO‘C er ‘j
down, backwards, forwards,
Rachel Carson called her book about the dangers gﬁ"iﬁ\?l\l sideways and diagonally. With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable
e ‘ : activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
of pesticides Slent Spring because of her CURIOSITY syTl sol RUC interest extra learning activities for home and school!
concern that the Q@ == [ == V'V use of SILENT LRTHGI N G W Get your free sample today at:
pesticides might kill the ¢/ Q¥ « DoV FOOD A TANADINLO kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
. . WOODPILE
that eat insects, and spring would no longer be CNBCTAI1 I NO
’ RADIO 1
filled with their ¢/ 4% - /- BACKYARD || EOQUHRFOOD (==~ Write On! -&D
SECRET CODE: CHEMICALS ML OCUPESREP
HUMAN E I K SWRLATI
ODdsz7h+ YrOox eV
ABCD E LNORS NIGHT HS I NAMUMHTCL
SPRING CBACKYARDE What will you do to
Use the code to find the missing words. BOOK ceeb
— : —— rate Earth Day?
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions. LI FE \?vﬁgcsj?rsifrrlrg:d ;ggﬁrrzea?jlflr?gﬂggézIets:gg”ilrfg ';?;Tgfnas'. w

So Are 24,6009 of your
neighbors in 54956
22,785 have purchased products
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