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Introduction to
Plain Language
Virtual Training

A Great Professional
Development Opportunity!

2 options:
¢ 3/18 @ 10-Noon
e 4/22 @1-3pm

https;/gowisc.edu/plain

Neenah boys run own charitable nonprofit

By Eric Endres
NEENAH NEWS

Isaac Blenker speaks confidently and
with an air of excitement about what the
nonprofit organization he cofounded does
for local communities and the plans he and
his two coworkers have for the near and
extended future. Listening to him talk, it’s
almost like hearing from a seasoned busi-
nessperson or entrepreneur.

The key difference: Blenker is 13 years
old.

In 2022, Blenker and his now-11-year-

old friend, Michael Kurszewski, created
You Are Important, an organization dedi-
cated to helping those in need by donating
care bags full of essentials and/or leisure
or comfort items.

Inspiration to form You Are Important
came sometime in the 2021-2022 time-
frame from seeing what had been going on
during the COVID-19 pandemic, particu-
larly shelters for homeless people having
difficulties with distancing and Blenker
and Kurszewski noticing the struggles
others might be having that they them-

selves weren't experiencing.

“People were not as fortunate as us
during those times, and we saw that and
we were like, we want to do something
about that,” Blenker said.

“We should start a company to help
people out,” Kurszewski added of their
thoughts on the matter back then, noting
that the idea arrived while hanging out in
Blenker’s tree house.

There was a bit of time between men-

See Important help on Pace 8
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End of winter fun

Skaters took advantage of lingering cold temperatures last weekend to enjoy one of the season’s final outings on the ice at The
Plaza at Gateway Park and Globe Coffee. With warmer weather approaching, families and friends gathered to make the most
of the outdoor rink before the winter skating season comes to a close.

Photo by David Hall

Valley VNA's Schaeter receives statewide recognition

By Emme Hornung
NEws CONTRIBUTOR

Neenah's Lisa Schaefer has been awarded the
2026 Wisconsin Assisted Living Association Team
Member Hero award for her exceptional dedica-
tion and care provided to Valley VNA Senior Care
residents.

For 23 years Schaefer has worked as a housekeep-
erat Valley VNA, a nonprofit that provides both in-
home care and assisted living to senior residents. It
was Schaefer’s mom that she credits for her career.

“My mom worked for ADVOCAP, and I kind of
helped her a little bit,” Schaefer said. “I think she
rubbed off on me to take care of people, helping
residents and stuff. I thank my mom for actually
showing me how to take care of the older genera-
tion.”

As a housekeeper, Schaefer visits three to four
residents each day to clean their apartments, and
she goes well beyond cleaning during these visits.

“If they need anything, or if they just need to
talk about their day, I'm there for that,” she said. “I
consider my residents my family. They don't always
have family that comes to visit them, so they de-
pend on us”

Prior to coming to Valley VNA, Schaefer recalls
not knowing much about Alzheimer’s and its im-
pacts, but working with memory care residents has
taught her a lot. She also enjoys learning about the
residents and hearing their stories.

“Ilove the residents because they bring a smile to
my face. They talk about when they were growing
up, what their family was like back then,” Schaefer
shared. “It’s very interesting to hear their different
backgrounds of their family life and growing up
as children and getting married and having kids.
That’s what I like about my job, and I love the peo-
ple that I work with. Every day there’s something

See Schaefer honored on Pace 12

Submitted photo

Lisa Schaefer was honored as one of four WALA Hero award recipients.
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Support the Neenah News

Membership

A $50 annual membership supports
receiving the newspaper weekly.
Call 920-486-1616 or visit www.
neenahnews.com/product/mem-
bership/

Subscribe

$70 annually within Winnebago
County; $85 annually outside
Winnebago County. Subscribe
online at https://neenahnewsnow.
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Department. All ads are subject to
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kosh Herald LLC dba Neenah News
reserves the right to edit, refuse,
reject, classify or cancel any ad at
any time. Errors must be reported in
the first day of publication. Oshkosh
Herald LLC dba Neenah News shall
not be liable for any loss or expense
that results from an error in or omis-
sion of an advertisement. No refunds
will be given for early cancellation of
an order.

Advertising deadline is noon Friday
for the following Friday.

The classified line ads deadline is
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Karen Schneider, 920-858-6407
karen@winnebagomediagroup.com
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920-385-4512.

About the newspaper

Published weekly and mailed free of
charge Thursdays for Friday delivery
(may vary based on U.S. Postal
Service and holidays) to more than
21,000 homes and businesses in the
Neenah and Fox Crossing areas.

An E-edition of the newspaper can
be accessed at www.neenahnews.
com.

Neenah News is owned by
Winnebago Media Group, Inc., 36
Broad St. Suite 300, Oshkosh, WI,
54901. 920-385-4512.

138 N. Commercial St.

YWCA on Commercial Street

The current YMICA in Neenah dates back to 1911. They had a few different loca-
tions before their current building was constructed. The S.A. Cook House stood at

Neenah Historical Society photo

Seasonal road weight limits put into effect

Neenah News

Seasonal road weight limits on all Town
of Neenah roads went into effect this week
until further notice.

The limit is single axle 6 ton and tandem
(dual) axle 10 ton.

The town said spring road weight limits
are implemented to protect roads from

(@
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damage during the spring thaw when the
ground beneath the pavement is saturated
with melting frost, significantly reducing
its ability to support heavy loads, making
the road more susceptible to damage from
heavy vehicles like trucks. Essentially, the
weight restrictions are in place to prolong
the lifespan of the road during this vulner-
able period.

The town said it will monitor weather
and soil conditions to determine when to
lift weight restrictions.

In addition, the Village of Fox Crossing
said seasonal road weight limits of 10 tons
will be in effect starting Monday.

The City of Neenah as of Wednesday
implemented a 10-ton weight limit restric-
tion on all gravel, bituminous and oil-and-
chip streets in the city.

The city expects the restrictions to be in
place until weather and street conditions
are conducive for a return to unrestrict-
ed hauling, which is expected in approxi-
mately four weeks.

euentd

Friday, March 6

St. Mary Catholic High School The-
atre Department presents Into the
Woods, 6:30 p.m., Jane Bergstrom Fine
Arts Education Center

Saturday, March 7

Viva Bowl Vegas Fox Cities Bowl
for Kids” Sake, noon, Rolling Thunder
Lanes

St. Mary Catholic High School The-
atre Department presents Into the
Woods, 6:30 p.m., Jane Bergstrom Fine
Arts Education Center

Sunday, March 8

St. Mary Catholic High School The-
atre Department presents Into the
Woods, 2 p.m., Jane Bergstrom Fine
Arts Education Center

Fox Crossing Mother and Son Bowl-
ing, 9:30 a.m., Rolling Thunder Lanes

Wednesday, March 11

Fox Valley Women’s Connection Lun-
cheon and Program featuring Speaker
Sue McConnaughay, noon, Bridgewood
Resort and Conference Center

Fox Crossing “A Touch of Irish” Mu-
sic by the Evan and Tom Leahy Band,
1:30 p.m., Community Center, 1000
Valley Road, Age 18+

Thursday, March 12

League of Women Voters of Win-
nebago County Candidate Forum, 6
p-m., Neenah City Hall

Neenah Middle School presents The
SpongeBob Musical, 7 p.m., Pickard Au-
ditorium

Jubricosa presents Dare to Dream Jr.,
7 p.m., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
1140 Tullar Road

Friday, March 13

Neenah Middle School presents The
SpongeBob Musical, 7 p.m., Pickard Au-
ditorium

Jubricosa presents Dare to Dream ]Jr.,
7 pm., Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
1140 Tullar Road

Saturday, March 14

Neenah Middle School presents The
SpongeBob Musical, 1 p.m., Pickard Au-
ditorium
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Community celebration

Nearly 500 community members came together to celebrate the Chinese New Year with joy, culture and connection Saturday at
Neenah High School. From breathtaking performances to the vibrant energy in every corner of the venue, the association said the
celebration truly reflected the heart of the community. It thanked those who attended for celebrating culture, tradition and new

beginnings with the group.

Photo from Northeast Wisconsin Chinese Association

Students prepare to perform SpongeBob The Musical

By Pamela Hart
NEws CONTRIBUTOR

The irresistible characters and magical
music of “SpongeBob The Musical: Youth
Edition” are set to hit the stage in March,
presented by the Neenah Middle School
theatre program.

Plunge into this all-singing, all-dancing
show where the citizens of Bikini Bottom
discover that a volcano will soon erupt
and destroy their humble home. Sponge-
Bob and his friends gather together to save
their undersea world from disaster. When
all hope seems lost, the most unexpected
hero saves the day.

During their pre-production meeting,
the director team selected the show based
on a recommendation by Claire Sawall,
the middle school theatre director. Every-

one immediately agreed and was excited
to proceed.

Vocal director Ellery Larson was eager
to teach the popular songs. The team felt
it would be a great show for their students
given the high interest music with a splash
of SpongeBob humor. The show is appro-
priate for all ages.

The middle school theatre program
produces one show each year to give their
students an opportunity to participate in a
full musical and learn theatre basics in the
process.

One of the exciting components of their
shows is the volunteer help from students
involved in the Neenah High School theatre
program. These students assist with devel-
oping choreography, working scenes with
actors, serving as crew leaders for sound,

lighting and stage management as well as
offering their artistic skills. The directors see
it as a great way to bridge the gap between
middle school and high school students.

The director team is extremely proud of
the dedication of the SpongeBob cast.

“We are excited to be able to provide
these students with a meaningful, high
quality theatre experience,” technical di-
rector Jason Fridley said. “Our mission is
to develop a lifelong love of live theatre,
whether that’s on stage, back stage or as an
audience member.”

The future is bright, the future is bold,
the future is The SpongeBob Musical pre-
sented at 7 p.m. March 12 and 13 and 1
p.m. March 14 and 1S at Pickard Audito-
rium. Tickets will be on sale in the lobby
one hour before each showtime.

Comedy show

coming to Neenah

Neenah News

Fox Valley Comedy is organizing an up-
coming comedy night in Neenah.

A group of comedians will be perform-
ing March 14 at The Ballroom at The Re-
serve.

The headliner, Dana Ehrmann, is con-
sidered to be one of the top stand-up co-
medians in Wisconsin. Ehrmann has been
selected to Floodwater, Milwaukee and
Great Spirit Comedy Festivals, and regu-
larly tours with Charlie Berens. Ehrmann
will be joined by special comedy guests
Ben Warren and Trevor Clumpner.

Doors for event open at 6:30 p.m. with
the show starting at 7 p.m. Snacks will be
available for purchase. More information
is available at foxvalleycomedy.com.

Relax, and

£Enjoy the Cragy

192 Main Street, Menasha
(920)570-5703

Edward Jones

Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Avenue
Suite A

Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Have questions about withdrawing
funds, converting your account or
generating income?

Gain experienced guidance while ensuring your retirement
accounts are following your investment strategy. Contact
me today, and let’s make sure you're still on the right track.

Shane Zillmer, CFP®, ChFC®
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Council candidates share views ahead of election

Neenah News

With the spring election approaching,
candidates seeking seats on the Neenah
Common Council responded to a ques-
tionnaire from Neenah News, outlining
their priorities, views on city issues and
reasons for running.

District 1 Alder Cari Lendrum, District
2 Alder Tami Erickson and District 3 Al-
der Scott Weber all have terms expiring in
2026 and have filed declarations of candi-
dacy to serve another three-year term. Er-
ickson and Weber are running unopposed,
while Lendrum faces a challenge from Bri-
an Defferding. Questionnaires were sent
only to Lendrum and Defferding, as the
other council races are uncontested.

The candidates will be answering addi-
tional questions during a League of Wom-
en Voters of Winnebago County forum at
6 p.m. March 12 at Neenah City Hall, 211
Walnut St.

For more information on what will be
on the ballot and where to vote, go to my-
vote.wi.gov.

Brian Defferding

Can you briefly describe your back-
ground?

I served three terms on the Winnebago
County Board of Supervisors from 2018
to 2024, choosing not to seek reelection.
I served on the Planning and Zoning
Committee and Judicial and Public Safe-
ty Committee, the Wisconsin Counties
Association’s Judicial and Public Safety
Committee, and the National Association
of Counties Justice and Public Safety Com-
mittee. I am currently a board member for
Reach Counseling, a citizen member of the
Winnebago County Safe Streets Initiative,

and a board member of the Conflict Reso-
lution Center. My full-time position is as an
assistant food service leader at Kwik Trip.

Why are you running for District 1
Alderman?

I feel our city has lost its way in terms of
basic priorities. Talking to our community,
the priorities are crystal clear: road main-
tenance, snow and garbage services, and
overall public safety,
all while maintaining
a feasible property tax
rate. The city raised its
property taxes by 6.1%,
and that is the first shoe
dropping - the city is
currently  borrowing
over $20 million. Com-
pare that to Appleton,
a city more than twice
its size and population, and they borrowed
40% less with only a 1.4% increase. Me-
nasha did not change its property tax rate,
Oshkosh lowered its rate, and Winnebago
County also lowered its rate. Why is our
city sticking out like a sore thumb? While
I'was on the County Board, we built a new
airport, a Medical Examiner’s Office, and a
mental health crisis outpatient facility. We
never raised taxes once.

What are the top priorities or issues
you hope to address if elected?

I would like to not only return our tax
rates to where they were last year, but I
would also like to see parts of the city devel-
oped naturally that are otherwise stagnant.
I spoke with a person wishing to invest in a
commercial complex on Doty Island. This
person spoke with numerous city council
members about some issues regarding de-
velopment there, and it was a frustrating

process, being stonewalled by a council
that took no action. It has been clear that
our city government has chosen favorite
businesses and corporate owners for devel-
opment, but will not give smaller develop-
ers the time of day. That needs to change.
Also, I feel we need to put the brakes on
development over Arrowhead Park. That
was a site where PCB’s (forever chemicals)
have been dumped for decades from paper
mills. The city wants to develop on top of
it and put piping through it. It’s a disaster
waiting to happen, and it has become an
open tab to residents, with over $3 million
spent since 2010 and climbing. They are
extracting soil from other parts of the city
and, like a band-aid, are dumping it on top
of the toxic sludge, hoping to appease the
DNR. They just spent another $100k on
it this month. Let’s be sensible. Plant trees
and a native prairie over it, and call it a day.
It’s a clear “Wants vs. Needs” call to make.

Cari Lendrum

Can you briefly describe your back-
ground?

I'have been deeply involved in this beau-
tiful community since we moved here in
1990. After living in several large cities,
Neenabh felt like paradise, and I knew right
away that I wanted to give back and help
keep it a safe, clean, active place to live.
When my kids were young I began vol-
unteering in the schools and later became
involved with Theda Clark Hospital’s vol-
unteer auxiliary and joined the Doty Is-
land Development Council’s board (now
called Doty Island Community Partners).
Through these experiences, I realized that
endeavoring to be a Servant Leader is cen-
tral to who I'am. Over the years, I have par-

LAKELAND CARE
PLUS CONSULTING

STRATEGIC SIMPLICITY:
ACHIEVING MORE BY

DOING LESS

VIRTUAL TRAINING SERIES
March 12, 2026 | 12:00 PM CDT - 12:30 PM CDT

Cut through the noise, clarify your priorities, and turn them into
simple, motivating goals. You’ll leave with a focused, actionable
plan you can start using right away, without overwhelm or

overcomplication.

NEW FOR 2026:
ADD 1:1 COACHING

Pair your virtual learning with private,

one-on-one coaching, giving you
personalized support that goes far
beyond the training content. Choose

the training on its own, or upgrade to a

personalized coaching experience.

SCAN ME

ticipated in countless volunteer opportu-
nities and served on several boards. I truly
wake up every day asking what more I can
do for this community and for the residents
who have chosen to call Neenah home.

Why are you running for District 1
Alderman?

Iam running for District 1 Alderman be-
cause I genuinely care about the residents
who live here. I want them to feel safe, to
have access to welcoming outdoor spaces,
and to enjoy a wide variety of recreational
opportunities for their families and most
of all, feel represented and heard.

While I strongly support communi-
ty-wide goals, my favorite part of serv-
ing as an alderman is
helping individual res-
idents with their con-

cerns. I value the trust
residents place in me
when they reach out,
and I take that respon-
sibility very seriously
by doing everything I
can to resolve their is-
sues. Residents often

tell me they appreciate my accessibility—
whether by phone, text, email, or through
my Facebook page, Neenah Alderman
Cari Lendrum. Having served as an alder-
man for many years, I know how to navi-
gate the City’s system efficiently, and I am
ready and willing to continue this work.

What are the top priorities or issues
you hope to address if elected?

My top priorities are our residents first,
then facilities and infrastructure next,
housing, and then retaining quality staff
and of course the Budget. I want to hear
directly from residents about what they
love about Neenah and what they would
like to see improved. I always make time
to listen to ideas from residents and local
businesses and that frequently helps me
make change in the City and establish
Budgetary priorities. My goal for this term
is to ensure Neenah remains a safe place
to be outdoors, offering a wide range of
recreational opportunities, and also bal-
ancing those goals with the realities and
limitations of our budget. I enjoy working
with the City’s budgetary five-year plan
and combining that long-term vision with
feedback from residents and businesses to

make Neenah a place where people want
to live, work, and visit.

House <
Flowersof ?

Save the Dates
Spring
Open House

March
21-22 + 28-29
9-4 PM

1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

Now accepting new clients!

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158

Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com
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Two people turned over
to ICE during February

By Jonathan Richie
NEENAH NEwWsS

As tensions remain high across the
nation regarding the actions of the U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) agency, the Winnebago County
Sheriff’s Office continues to provide up-
dated information on how the county is
working with the federal agency.

Winnebago County Sheriff’s Captain
Amber Rozek presented the most recent
information this week at county govern-
ment meetings.

The county has an agreement with ICE
through the 287(g) program under the
warrant service officer model.

Two residents spoke out Monday
against the actions of ICE during the Ju-
dicial and Public Safety Committee meet-
ing. Numerous people spoke against ICE’s
actions at the JPS committee meeting in
February and also spoke Feb. 24 at the
County Board of Supervisors meeting.

During that meeting, the board de-
clined to vote on a resolution condemning
the actions of federal agents in Minneapo-
lis. The resolution was removed from the
agenda by voice vote.

In February, Rozek said there were 361
bookings into the Winnebago County Jail.
Of'those, 21 were born outside the U.S. with
nine notifications to ICE made and three
people getting detainers placed on them.
Two people were turned over to ICE and
two were transferred to another agency.

Rozek reported that in January, the
Winnebago County Jail had a total of 407
bookings. Of those bookings, 25 were

people not born in the U.S. ICE was no-
tified about 13 of the individuals and de-
tainers were placed on three individuals.
Those detainers through the 287(g) pro-
gram allow the jail to hold people for an
additional 48 hours.

In 2025, there were 4,893 bookings into
the jail, 228 were born outside the U.S.
During that time, 151 notifications were
made to ICE, 17 had a detainer placed on
them with 10 turned over to ICE officials
and four were transferred to another agency.

Of the people who had detainers placed
on them, 13 were born in Mexico. The oth-
ers were from Ecuador, Honduras, Nicara-
gua, Peru, Sudan, Guinea and Romania.

There are no financial incentives as part
of the 287(g) agreement. However, the
county receives about $20,000 annually as
part of the State Criminal Alien Assistance
Program (SCAAP), which the county has
participated in for over 25 years.

The Winnebago County Medical Exam-
iner’s office gave an update on county sui-
cide and overdose death numbers. Deputy
medical examiner McKenzie Repinski re-
ported that there have been nine suicides
this year, a third of the total suicides in the
county in 2025.

Repinski said the department asks fam-
ilies about the deceased party to find out
if they are a veteran or homeless for re-
cord keeping purposes. Of the nine sui-
cides this year, one was a veteran, one was
homeless and one was a prison inmate.

Of the 27 suicides in 2023, five were vet-
erans, one was a jail inmate and one was
homeless.
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School board candidates share education vision

Neenah News

Voters will elect three new members to
the Neenah Joint School District Board of
Education for three-year terms. The seats
currently held by Lindsay Clark, Michelle
Swardenski and Deborah Watry are up for
election, and all three incumbents are not
seeking reelection.

Candidates Christian Blanton, Tom
Hanby, Becky Heidke Kwiatkowski and
Samuel Roth will be on the April 7 ballot.

The Neenah News sent out a candidate
questionnaire to each of the four candi-
dates. Their answers follow. The candidates
will be answering additional questions
during a League of Women Voters of Win-
nebago County forum at 6:4S p.m. March
12 at Neenah City Hall, 211 Walnut St.

For more information on the spring
election, including where to vote and what
is on the ballot, go to myvote.wi.gov.

The candidates have been listed in al-
phabetical order.

Christian Patrice Blanton

Christian Patrice Blanton, 34, is a pro-
gram coordinator and community advo-
cate.

Education background: My educa-
tion began in Chicago at Kennedy-King
College studying Radio and Television
Broadcasting before transitioning into
Business Administration and Entrepre-
neurship. After relocating to Wisconsin,
I continued coursework — certificate pro-
grams through UW-Milwaukee and Fox
Valley Technical College. I remain com-
mitted to lifelong learning and continued
professional development.

Previous experience in elected office:
This is my first run for elected office. While
I have not previously held public office, I
have long served as a parent advocate and
community organizer, working alongside
families, educators and local organizations
to address needs and strengthen opportu-
nities for children.

Why are you running for a seat on the
school board? I am running because I be-
lieve in stepping up when you see a need.

BOARDING - GROOMING - SUPPLIES

(920) 486-5600

1077 TULLAR CT,
NEENAH, WI.

POSSIBILITIES TO

Evergreen Fox Crossing, a vibrant new senior living
community, is being developed for those who value
connection and seek peace of mind.

Over the years, I've collaborated with
teachers, principals and district leadership
on behalf of my children and other fami-
lies. Each time I reached out, the district
responded. That responsiveness showed
me that collaboration is possible here.

I'm not running out of frustration or an-
ger. I'm running because I see potential.
When a district listens, shows up and invites
conversation, that’s where real progress can
happen. Instead of waiting for someone
else to advocate for the ideas I believe could
strengthen belonging and student success, I
decided to step forward myself.

I want to help move the district from
good to great by aligning families, educa-
tors and leadership around a shared com-
mitment: every child feeling seen, sup-
ported and prepared.

What do you see as the most import-
ant issue facing the school district? One
of the most important issues facing the
district is ensuring every student feels a
genuine sense of belonging and engage-
ment in school. When students do not feel
comfortable, represented or understood,
learning suffers.

Education today cannot be one-size-
fits-all. Students learn differently, process
differently and experience the world dif-
ferently. We must continue evolving how
instruction is delivered and how students
see themselves reflected in the learning
environment.

This also requires strong fiscal respon-
sibility and long-term planning. Instead
of defaulting to “we can’t,” I want to focus
on strategic planning — 6-month, 3-year
and S-year goals — that identify funding
pathways, staffing solutions and measur-
able outcomes.

If we focus intentionally on students
who are falling through the gaps, we will
improve outcomes across the district as
a whole. Belonging, innovation and ac-
countability must work together.

Tom Hanby

Tom Hanby, 60, is a carpenter.

Education background: High school
graduate.

Previous experience in elected of-
fice: Hanby previously has served on the
school board. He was elected to serve
from 2020 to 2023) and selected to fill in
by the board from 2007-to 2008.

Why are you running for a seat on the
school board? I've attended board meet-
ings in person or virtually since 2005. My
interest has not gone away. I think it’s im-
portant work to do. I have continuously
pushed for transparency and fairness is-
sues in any kind of government situation.

What do you see as the most import-
ant issue facing the school district? The

OSHKOSH:

Evergreen Worship & Performing Arts Center
1130 N. Westfield St., Oshkosh, WI

» Monday, March 2 | 1 p-m.

« Tuesday, March 10 | 10 a.m.
« Thursday, March 12 | 1 p-m.

» Monday, March 16 | 10 a.m.

state of public education is not in a good
place. Getting school finance figured out
is a huge issue. Local school districts are
getting short-changed by the state. One
example is the state has a biennial budget,
but local districts have annual budgets
where they need to deal with rising costs
from year to year.

Becky Heidke Kwiatkowski

Becky Heidke Kwiatkowski, 49, works
for the City of Neenah, Department of
Public Works.

Education background: College of
Saint Benedict, Bachelor’s Degree in Ac-
counting and Economics.

Previous experience in elected office:
This is my first campaign for public office,
but I have experience I believe will be help-
ful to the district and the Neenah commu-
nity. I'm a Certified Public Accountant/
Auditor with over 2S5 years experience and
am currently serving our community as the
President of the Woman’s Tuesday Club of
Neenah, Treasurer of Neenah/Menasha
Intertribal Powwow Organization, a Board
member of League of Women Voters-Win-
nebago County, volunteer with the Doty
Cabin Museum, and member of the Neen-
ah Arts Council and Sustainable Neenah.
All of these experiences give me valuable
insight into how the school community
works, the challenges it faces and how it can
best be helped.

Why are you running for a seat on
the school board? I'm running for school
board because I believe that every Neenah
child deserves the opportunity to thrive.
I believe that I can make decisions that
will support students and teachers while
using my substantial financial experience
to keep a watchful eye on spending, maxi-
mizing our investment.

I've been actively involved in the district
for many years studying and asking ques-
tions of our leaders in order to understand
the problems and solutions. I know that I
can help Neenah schools to lead with ex-
cellence into the future.

What do you see as the most import-
ant issue facing the school district?
School financing and transparency are
paramount. Due to the many years of un-
derfunding by the state, our schools and
administrative teams have faced undue
pressure to either cut costs or pass them
on to taxpayers to fund the difference.

While Neenah hasn'’t yet proposed dev-
astating cuts to staff or programs or pro-
posed referendums, it is facing operational
deficits. Over the past 18 months, taxpay-
ers have seen increased communication
and transparency from the district and
this needs to continue.

The community needs to know the

great things students are doing as well as
the challenges we face. I support all efforts
to increase community outreach and com-
munication and encourage residents to
reach out with questions. I am also com-
fortable asking the difficult questions in
order to ensure transparency.

Samuel M. Roth

Samuel M. Roth, 41, is a data analyst.

Education background: Undergradu-
ate in English Secondary Education from
Montclair State University and Masters
of Business Administration from Olin
School of Business at Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis.

Previous experience in elected office:
There is a first for everything, and if elect-
ed, this will be my first professional expe-
rience in an elected position.

Why are you running for a seat on the
school board? I want to leave the world
better than I found it. I believe public edu-
cation is a common good that can inspire
and strengthen civic virtue, and that the
Neenah Joint School District can be a bea-
con of that promise.

Guided by that belief, I'm running for the
school board with a focus on how district
policies advance literacy, critical thinking
and societal preparedness. As a parent, I
want my daughters to grow up in a commu-
nity shaped by capable, considerate adults
who are willing to work together to make
tomorrow better than today.

Strong public schools that graduate
young people prepared to navigate the
complexities of this century are one of
the greatest gifts we can offer our children
— and that is the work I hope to support
through board service.

What do you see as the most import-
ant issue facing the school district?
Funding. If we believe public schools
should exist to serve every student, they
must be funded accordingly — the real
question is how we get there.

Our district has already reduced many
non-student-facing expenses, and that
strategy can only go so far before more dif-
ficult trade-offs emerge in the years ahead.
As aboard member, I would bring creative
thinking to navigating these constraints
while also helping our community better
understand the financial realities we face.

For those skeptical of referendums, we
should be equally focused on maximiz-
ing our share of state aid, strengthening
community partnerships and pursuing
thoughtful fundraising —each with dif-
ferent timelines and levels of impact, but
all aimed at the same goal: delivering
educational excellence for our students,
supporting our professional staff and
strengthening our entire community.

You’re invited to explore our new community and discover how thoughtful
planning today can support the life you want tomorrow.

NEENAH:
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DoubleTree by Hilton Neenah
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Neenah student arrested after making alleged threats

Neenah News

The Neenah Police Department arrest-
ed a student Wednesday who allegedly
made comments on social media threat-
ening Neenah Middle School.

As aresult of the comments police were
notified about Tuesday evening, the mid-
dle school had a digital learning day on
Wednesday. Students and staft were asked
not to report to school on Wednesday. At
a press conference Wednesday afternoon,
Neenah Joint School District Superinten-

dent Steve Harrison said in-person learn-
ing was expected to resume Thursday with
an increased police presence.

He said counselors would be on hand
if students wanted to talk with somebody
about the situation. All regular safety pro-
tocols would be in place, Harrison added.

The threat leading to the digital learn-
ing day involved a small group of students
and no other schools in the district were
affected, Harrison said. All other Neen-
ah schools had in-person learning on

Holistic wellness center opens in Neenah

Neenah News

Integrated Sensory has opened a second
Northeast Wisconsin location as it takes
a new approach to sensory and genomic
wellness.

The holistic wellness center at 2065
American Drive Suite A in Neenah brings
a forward-thinking model that blends sen-
sory-based coaching, genomic-informed
wellness and infrared sauna services in
a calm, appointment-only setting. The
center serves children, adults and athletes
with a focus on strengthening daily living
skills and body awareness.

Integrated Sensory’s approach centers on
improving foundational skills that impact
everyday life — including focus, coordina-
tion, emotional regulation, balance, stress

resilience, recovery and performance.

By combining hands-on sensory coach-
ing with personalized genomic insight,
individuals gain a clearer understanding
of how their bodies process stress, move-
ment and recovery. From there, practical
strategies are implemented to support
measurable growth in daily functioning.

Families seek support for attention,
coordination and regulation challenges.
Adults pursue services for nervous system
balance, sleep support, maintained self-
care and overall wellness. Athletes utilize
sensory coaching and infrared sauna ses-
sions to enhance body awareness, recov-
ery and performance consistency.

For more information, go to integrat-
ed-sensory.com.

gD.

Discover

a place

of worship
for you.

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

You're invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

YOU CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

%& ALLIANCE CHURCH NEENAH

200 North Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM
809 S Commercial St, Neenah ~ 920-725-3956  www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

Wednesday.

Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson said
the department’s school resource offi-
cers, investigators and patrol officers were
actively investigating the situation. The
suspect, who Olson did not identify, was
in custody less than 15 hours after police
began investigating the alleged threats.
Olson expected charges to be referred to
the Winnebago County District Attor-
ney’s Office.

Olson said the police department takes
these types of incidents seriously.

“Threats are not a joke and will not be
tolerated,” Olson said.

He said investigations take time and
urged members of the community not to
spread false information.

Harrison said having accurate informa-
tion is critically important to maintain
student safety and well-being.

According to Harrison, the situation
leading to the student’s arrest is unrelated
to social media posts allegedly made over
the weekend that referenced hacking stu-
dent accounts.

The weekend threats were deemed not
credible by Neenah Police after what Har-
rison called a detailed investigation. The
students involved in the first incident are
expected to be disciplined appropriately,
Harrison said.

“We appreciate your cooperation and
your continued support as we work to en-
sure the safety of our students, staff and
community,” Olson said.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A FREE

ADVANCE
PLANNING
SEMINAR

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026
2:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.

KESSLER FAHRENKRUG FUNERAL HOME
304 S COMMERCIAL ST
NEENAH, WI 54956
RSVP: 920.722.6464

Come enjoy refreshments with us and learn about the
end-of-life planning you need to do now in order to
protect your family in the future. Attendees will receive
a certificate for $250 off a prearranged funeral plan.

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures. You want to protect your loved ones from pain and doubt

during a time of loss, but you may not know where to start.
During this informative session, you will have the chance to
learn about advance funeral planning options and how these
decisions can help your loved ones at a time of loss. You will
also learn how to avoid mistakes families sometimes make
during times of grief. Plus, you will receive information about
our exclusive Guaranteed Funeral Plans, which will benefit
both you and your family. With the knowledge gained, you can
make decisions you feel good about today and bring peace to
your family when they need it most.

WELS
Proclaiming the Gospel
Strengthening Believers
Serving Others
Supporting Neenah Lutheran School - 3K to 8

436 S. Lake St.

Worship Times
Neenah, WI 54956 Saturday: 5:30pm
(920) 725-1330 Sunday: 9:00am

www.martinlutherneenah.org

Sunday Worship Services
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM
1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah,

wi TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

www.applevalleypres.org

APPLE VALLEY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm
407 0ak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net. facebook.com/TLCNeenah

A confessionally Reformed church where the
Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached.

Advance registration is appreciated to assist us in
preparations. Please call 920.722.6464 to make a
reservation as there is limited seating or to get more
information about our Guaranteed Funeral Plans.

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music.

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTubel

All are welcome!  [Exi[El

Checkus out at !
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha E

First United Methodist Church

of Neenah Menasha Come worship with us!

Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.
~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~ [ Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m.
All are welcome! Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah - (920)725-0166 -

. 1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822
www.fumecnm.org - facebook.com/fumcnm www.gloriadeilc.org

304 S COMMERCIAL ST
NEENAH, WI 54956
920.722.6464
WWW.KESSLERFH.COM

Come Grow With Us

Should you respond to this advertising, an insurance-licensed funeral director or prearrangement specialist may contact you with information regarding an insurance policy or annuity

underwritten and administered by Funeral Directors Life Insurance Company, Abilene, Texas.
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Important help

FROM PAGE 1

tioning the idea and sincerely putting it
in motion, but in December 2024, You
Are Important made its first donation of
care bags to Pillars Adult & Family Shel-
ter. Since then, the nonprofit has donated
to Harbor House, House of Hope, Father
Carr’s Place 2B, ThedaCare and more.

Recently, as efforts continued to ramp
up, Warren Davis, 13, was brought on by
Blenker and Kurszewski to help boost the
organization’s social media and communi-
ty reach. Now a team of three, their opera-
tions continue to evolve and grow.

What's in the care bags they create de-
pends on where they’re going. If they’ll be
sent to shelters where essentials are need-
ed, they’ll mostly be filled with items such
as toothbrushes and toothpaste. If they’re
donating to people in a hospital, then the
bags will mostly be filled with items that
offer a bit of comfort to recipients.

“If we're at a hospital, we’re not going to
give them essentials; we're going to give
them things to make them feel more at
home,” Blenker said.

They also have a log of what’s typically
available to include in the bags, and orga-
nizations receiving the bags can advise the
boys what’s needed from the list. Other
items that are sometimes offered in care
bags include socks, hats, books and cray-
ons.

The boys can purchase these items
thanks to monetary donations from var-
ious sources, including one anonymous
donation of $1,000. Their approach to
donations generally consists of letting
people know they can donate if they wish,
be it after a presentation at church or even
dropping cash into a bucket on camping
trips with extended family, as has been the

Submitted photos
Above: The organization is dedicated to
helping those in need by donating care bags
full of essential, leisure or comfort items.

Left: Isaac Blenker, Warren Davis and
Michael Kurszewski help to run the You Are
Important nonprofit organization.

case for Blenker.

There’s a special bank account where the
boys keep the funds, but someday, they'd
like to be more official with everything by
becoming a legally recognized 501(c)(3)
nonprofit once they meet all eligibility
requirements. That’s been tabled for the
time being as they prioritize ramping up
donations and getting the word out.

Last month, the boys undertook their
largest donation yet — packing 70 bags to
send with a mission trip from Neenah’s St.
Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Church
to children in Honduras. The bags were
for students at a boys’ school and girls’
school, each with 35 students.

Packing the care bags felt fast and sys-
tematic to Davis.

“We were working like a factory,” he
said.

Included in the bags were cards they
wrote in Spanish and keychains of little
animals. Those keychains wound up on
many of the children’s backpacks, some-
thing the boys learned from members of
the mission.

During a FaceTime update several

W INDOW

WE DO ALL THE MEASURING
& INSTALLATION...
YOU JUST SIT BACK AND ENJOY!

Call For a FREE In Home Consultation
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FREE
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Norman® products are backed by a lifetime
warranty against defects in the materials
and /or workmanship for as long as the
original purchaser owns the product.

weeks ago as members of the mission do-
nated to the girls’ school, the Honduras
school children sang for them. Typically,
the boys don’t get a chance to see reac-
tions from recipients of their care bags,
so these updates have been special. Davis
called that FaceTime “heartwarming.”

“That’s one of the reasons why I joined
this job, actually,” Davis said later. “I want-
ed to see the look on people’s faces when
they got all their stuff”

There are also plans to donate care bags
to those who may need them in the Min-
neapolis area, since Blenker has a brother
and sister living there. It originally began
as a possible sponsored project that would
have allowed them to donate 100 care
bags to three to five shelters, but they ulti-
mately weren't selected.

Still, they intend to send care bags to the
area on a smaller scale, not for specific po-
litical reasons, but because of the concerns
people have had there.

“We just want to send hope to people,”
Blenker said.

As for what lies ahead, the boys aim to
keep increasing their social media and
community presences while finding more
opportunities to donate. They’d love to hit
20 total donations to organizations by the
end of 2026 (they’re currently at 11) and
even find a partnership, though not one
that would disrupt their original intent for
You Are Important.

Anyone who'd like to learn more or send
donations can visit their website (www.
youareimportant.me), Instagram page (@
youareimportantnonprofit) or send an
email to youareimportant6@gmail.com.

Blenker, Kurszewski and Davis encour-
age people of all ages to act even in the
smallest ways to make a positive differ-
ence.

“Just help out the community ... Just
make a little bit of an impact, even,” said
Kurszewski. “Even just ... picking up a
piece of trash you see on the ground,” Da-
vis said. Blenker added, “Whatever it is,
you are affecting the community in some

»

way.
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Neenah’s Koch captures state title in final prep match

Neenah senior Declan Koch pumps his first after winning the WIAA Division 1 157-pound
state championship at the Kohl Center last Saturday. It was the first state title for Koch, who
finished the season undefeated and lost only once in his final two years.

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY-FRIDAY 3PM-6PM
$5 220Z OLD FASHIONEDS $5 TORTILLA
CHIPS & DIPS
$1 OFF ALL RAIL DRINKS, DOMESTIC TAPS,
& HOUSE WINE

WEEKLY
SPECIALS

"/ [e]\\[n]:\'¢
— Kids Eat Free

TUESDAY
— BOGO Burgers

WEDNESDAY

— $2 Off Flatbreads

THURSDAY
— $2 Off Quesadillas

FRIDAY
— $12 Fish Fry

SATURDAY
— Prime Rib

SUNDAY
— 1/2 Price Desserts

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEWS

Declan Koch is as talented of a wrestler
that has stepped foot on the Neenah wres-
tling mats.

Yet, through his first three seasons as a
Rocket, one accomplishment had eluded
him. He took care of that missing piece last
Saturday night.

Koch stopped Middleton’s Sam Zanton,
4-0, in the WIAA Division 1 157-pound
final to capture his first state title to put an
exclamation point on his standout career.

“It felt really good. I have been working
for that for a while so it felt good to get it
done,” Koch said. “I wouldn't say (winning
a state title) was a need, but it was definite-
ly a huge want of mine. I've been going to
the Kohl Center since I was in elementary
school watching from the stands. So, it was
definitely cool to be there Saturday night
and get my hand raised”

The win capped an undefeated season for
the Neenah senior, who has lost just once
in the past two years. He finishes his prep
career with a 188-10 record with all 10 loss-
es coming to state champions or eventual
state champions.

He outscored his opponents 29-1 in his
three state matches this season with his
final two wins coming over wrestlers who
were a combined 103-S.

“This is probably my most calm, confi-
dent year (at state),” Koch said. “I felt con-
fident in my preparation that I did every-
thing possible to put myself in a position to
get my hand raised. There was nothing to
worry about so just go wrestle.”

As the top seed in the 157-pound brack-
et, Koch earned a first-round bye and then
dispatched Hartford’s Parker Neu with a
15-0 technical fall. He then beat De Pere’s

Photos by Doug Sasse
Top: Landen Sheppard works for control
against Kaukauna’s Jacksyn Thorpe in a
Division 1 157-pound quarterfinal last week.
Sheppard placed third at the state meet.

Bottom: Kylee Kurszewski goes for the take-
down against Homestead’s Salome Benson
in a 126-pound match at the state meet.
Kurszewski went on to finish fourth.

Olin Neuville, 10-1, in the semifinals, with
Neuville scoring a harmless escape for the
only point Koch allowed.

In the title match, Koch took the lead
with a takedown late in the first period and
rode that to the win. He added a point with
an escape in the second period and then
fended off Zanton over the final two min-

See State wrestling ON PAGE 12

Youre invited Joih us for a olay of
Faith, Pamily, % Football. Tickets 7.
Resch Center | March 15th at 3:05pm Order Now:

Each ticket ordered here supports software updates for
New Hope Christian School & Little Eagles Learning Center
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Zephyrs hold oft Bears to claim regional crown

By Joe Matzek
NEwWS CORRESPONDENT

With the championship plaque in hand,
the St. Mary Catholic girls’ basketball
team also got to cut down one of the nets
at McClone Gym.

The Zephyrs had to earn their awards,
challenged by a tough Bonduel defense
before scoring the final three points on
free throws and stopping the Bears’ final
two possessions in a 47-44 thriller last Sat-
urday in a WIAA Division 4 regional final.

St. Mary Catholic (23-3) battled foul
trouble in the first half and turnovers
throughout the game, and was held 17
points below its scoring average. But the
Zephyrs scored seven of the last nine
points to squeeze past the Bears (21-5).

“They have a very well-coached team,”
St. Mary Catholic coach Jeff Chew said.
“We knew about two weeks ago that we
thought we'd have to play Bonduel”

Bonduel’s 2-3 zone defense challenged
St. Mary Catholic, causing 17 turnovers
as defenders anticipated passes in the half
court. The Bears made sure to double- and
triple-team Autumn Crowe, the Zephyrs’
leading scorer, when she tried to drive into
the lane.

Crowe said the Bears’ height caused
problems for the Zephyrs’ offense.

“We’re mainly guard-oriented on our
team, but they have a lot of post (play-
ers), and they got in my way tonight,” said
Crowe, who led St. Mary Catholic with 18
points, 13 rebounds and eight steals.

Photo by Joe Matzek

The St. Mary Catholic girls basketball team captured the WIAA Division 4 regional title last

Saturday night with a 47-44 win over Bonduel.

The Bears also handled the Zephyrs’
full-court pressure relatively well, limit-
ing the Zephyrs’ potent transition offense.
St. Mary Catholic’s long-range shooting
didn’t help, making only 1-of-10 three-
point shots against the zone.

Although Bonduel scored three more
baskets than SMC, the Zephyrs enjoyed
an advantage on free throws, making
20-0f-25 while the Bears made 9-of-17.
Crowe went 10-for-10 from the free-
throw line.

“I think we just had to keep our compo-
sure, and whether the game was going the
way we wanted or not, we had to focus on
what we do best, which is to play fast and
make steals and push the ball,” Crowe said.

Although the Zephyrs led 18-15 at half-
time, they committed 13 fouls, and start-
ers Bitsy McCauley and Lucy Norville
had three each. But SMC was called for
only four fouls in the second half.

Bonduel took narrow leads twice after
halftime, the second time at 42-40 on an

Audrey Jacobs steal and layup. Luci Nack-
ers and Crowe hit two free throws each to
put St. Mary Catholic back on top.

Jacobs tied the game with a turnaround
jumper, but McCauley broke the tie by
making one of two free throws with 33.6
seconds left.

SMC’s defense came through on Bon-
duel’s last two possessions.

First Crowe made a big play at a crucial
time when she blocked a shot, recovered
the ball, was fouled and sank two free
throws with 10.8 seconds left for a 47-44
lead.

“She’s a very good rebounder and she
can get up in the air for rebounding and
blocking shots,” Chew said of Crowe.

Then the Zephyrs clinched the game by
blanketing the Bears’ three-point shoot-
ers, forcing an off-balance shot at the
buzzer that was well wide of the basket.

The defensive battle was no surprise giv-
en that the Zephyrs allow their opponents
41 points a game, while the Bears averaged
37 points defensively. It was a rematch of
their game on Nov. 20, which SMC won
48-37 at home.

Gabby Guerrero added eight points for
the Zephyrs, while Norville finished with
seven.

St. Mary Catholic faced Stratford (21-
S) Thursday at Omro.

The winner faces the winner of the
Manitowoc Lutheran-Kewaunee game in
the sectional final on Saturday at 1 p.m. at
Brillion.
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Oshkosh WI, 54902

Karen Schibline,CPCU

Auto ¢ Home e Life e Business

DB’S
POWER CENTER

- Sales & Service
- Pickup & Delivery
- Repairs of all makes
- STIHL & Husqgvarna brands

PROUDLY SERVING
NEENAH SINCE 2016

920.486.1231
1314 S. COMMERCIAL ST.

Licensed & Insured

IS GET YOUR |
Greg Wisnefske

40 years of experience

PHONE TO
Rwe Ring

gwisnefske7779@gmail.com
7779 Oakwood Ave, Neenah

) Simpson & Son Maintenance ¢ Decks ( 3 RING
Mike Gauger We are - Holiday Cards Do you have some unfinished projects? e Flooring (( \%
ISA ISA Certified Arborist (R) « Business Cards . d R’N
o WE1358A YOUR Local . iations We specialize in solutions that ° th'n _OW; it 6
‘Ink Link® - craduation cards others may not ¢ Interior Fainting isi
(920) 988‘3 776  Copies, Brochures Some things we can do for you: ® Remodeling Sy VS
mikestrees920@gmail.com _ TOrALL . pyers posters  Remodeling Bathrooms,  * Venting * and much more!  sinass hor
5 . Print Projects! - &wore: Kitchens and Bedrooms . Fan Installations 1:;:11{1 9;_'; igzr?
YEAR-ROUND SERVICE - Gutter Ceaning SocurtySystoms | | . e
- C: 920.500.0731 | H: 920.836.3086
Pruning — Removal :@ﬂ + Lighting Solutions + Much More Call 920-486-1616

or email

advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com




MaARcH 6, 2026

NEENAHNEWS.COM | PAGE 11

Prep sports roundup

Photo by Jim Koepnick

Neenah senior Ellie Buss looks to put up a shot against Menomonee Falls during last Friday'’s
WIAA Division 1 regional final. Buss surpassed the 1,000-point career milestone in the victory.

Former Rocket honored by Horizon League

Neenah News

Former Neenah High School standout
Chevalier Emery was honored by the
Horizon League it was
announced this week.

The senior guard for
Cleveland State Uni-
versity was named the
Sixth Man of the Year
in the conference after
being a key figure off
the bench for the Vi-

Emery averaged 12.6
points per game, the highest mark for all
of the Cleveland State reserves. He has
appeared in all 31 games for the Vikings
with his one start of the season coming on
Senior Night.

Emery reached double figures in 17
games this season, including a season-high
30 points against Wright State, while
shooting nearly 46 percent from the field
and 38 percent from 3-point range.

He also averaged 2.1 assists per game
for the Vikings, who are 11-21 overall this
season and 6-14 in the Horizon League.

Emery played last season at Western
Carolina and averaged 17.4 points per
game as a sophomore at Dodge City Com-
munity College. He started his collegiate
career at Merrimack where he helped lead
the Warriors to a conference title in his
only season with the program.

Emery was a first-team all-Fox Valley
Association selection for Neenah in 2021-
22 when he helped lead the Rockets to the
WIAA Division 1 state championship.

Paider honored by WIAC

Another former Neenah standout earned
all-conference honors in the Wisconsin In-

tercollegiate Athletic Conference.

UW-La Crosse senior JJ Paider was one
of 10 players named to the all-WIAC first
team. It marks the third time that Paider
has earned first-team honors in the confer-
ence.

Paider led the Eagles in rebounding
at 7.9 caroms per game, while averaging
14.8 points per contest. He ranked third
in the WIAC shooting 59.7 percent from
the field and scored in double figures in 23
games this season.

He also ranks second on the team in
steals (37) and third in assists (S5).

Paider ranks in the top 15 in both career
scoring and rebounding for UW La Crosse
and is one of five players to have recorded
at least 1,000 points and 650 rebounds in
their careers.

Classifieds

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Buss hits milestone as

Rockets win title

Ellie Buss reached the 1,000-point mile-
stone as Neenah rolled past Menomonee
Falls, 84-38, in a WIAA Division 1 region-
al final on Saturday night in Neenah.

Buss finished with 19 points in the win
over the Phoenix and fittingly reached the
milestone with a 3-pointer in the second
half. Buss finished with five 3-pointers in
the win.

Buss, who is averaging nearly 13 points
per game, entered her senior season with
673 points and finished Saturday’s game
with 1,005 points in her career.

Klesmit, who is also a member of
Neenah’s 1,000-point club, paced the
Rockets with 25 points in the win and
was one of four players in double figures
in the game.

Farrah Danforth scored 13 points and
Sydney Michalkiewicz finished with 12
points. Carli Baltus had a team-high seven
rebounds in the win.

Neenah advanced to the regional final
with a 71-37 rout of fellow Fox Valley Asso-
ciation member Oshkosh West on Friday.

Klesmit totaled 27 points and eight re-
bounds in the win, while Michalkiewicz
added 17 points and hit five 3-pointers.
Buss chipped in 10 points.

The Rockets were slated to play
top-seeded Pewaukee in a sectional semi-

final on Thursday.
Zephyrs cruise past

Thunderbirds in regional

Luci Nackers poured in 28 points as St.
Mary Catholic rolled to a 64-22 win over
Iola-Scandinavia in a WIAA Division 4 re-
gional semifinal on Friday.

Autumn Crowe added 15 points, nine
rebounds and eight steals, while Gabby
Guerrero chipped in 11 points.

The Zephyrs forced 27 turnovers in the
game and held the Thunderbirds to just 17
percent shooting from the field.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Rockets’ offense stifled
in loss to Lightning

Neenah closed the regular season with
a 56-36 loss to Fox Valley Association
co-champion Appleton North last Thurs-
day.

The Rockets trailed by just two points
at halftime but were limited to only 15
points in the second half as Appleton
North pulled away for the win.

Jacob Jungwirth paced the Rockets with

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad
Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-920-3533

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for military,

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial.
Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than

1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien
1-855-943-6279

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in as little as one day. For
a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs!
(Additional terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-877-403-3670

health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Miscellaneous

Cavachon Shih Tzu Puppies For Sale!
Shots, dewormed, microchip and friend-
ly. Call for details 715-669-3356. 30 day

health guarantee $400.

Pomeranian Puppies For Sale! Dewormed,
shots and vet checked very social. $500. Call
715-654-5149

Reimer Jewelers has a Full-Service Watch-
maker on Staff. 11 Waugoo Avenue, Oshkosh

WANTED: Looking To Buy Silver Coins of Any

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter,
the most advanced debris-blocking qutter

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material -steel from Erie

Size, Bullion & Bars. Will Pay According to
Condition. Call 715-937-3280 - Leave VM

nine points, with Nick Schultz and Xavier
Bezares each scoring eight.

Neenah’s lowest scoring games of the
season came in losses to Appleton North
as the Rockets scored 26 points in the first
meeting between the teams.

Neenah, which is seeded ninth in the
sectional field, will travel to Hudson on
Friday for a WIAA Division 1 regional
semifinal.

The winner of the game will likely face
top-seeded DC Everest on Saturday. The
Evergreens face 16™-seeded Wisconsin
Rapids on Friday.

BOYS HOCKEY

Rockets fall short

in sectional final

Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha fell be-
hind 2-0 after two periods and couldn’t
rally against the De Pere Voyageurs, drop-
ping a 4-2 decision in a WIAA Division 1
sectional final last Friday.

It was the second straight season the
Rockets lost in the sectional final.

The Rockets trailed 2-0 entering the
third period but narrowed the margin ona
goal by Vinny Scholl less than five minutes
into the stanza.

De Pere regained its two-goal lead about
three minutes later and held the margin
until the Rockets’ Clay Laabs found the
net at the 15:34 mark of the period to
make the score 3-2.

Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha wasn’t
able to score again and De Pere added an
empty net goal for the final margin.

Laabs also picked up an assist in the
game, while Mark Sutton and Cartyr Si-
monson assisted on Laabs’ goal.

Matthew Nelson made 11 saves in the
game as the Rockets outshot the Voya-
geurs 34-14 in the contest.

Obituaries

Tina Marie Luebke

It’s with a very heavy heart that I share
the passing of Tina Marie Luebke, who
died on Feb. 6, 2026,
at age 70, surrounded
by family and friends
who were family.

Tina was the kind
of person who could
grow flowers in ce-
ment because she
had a gift for taking
what was ordinary
and making it mag-
ical. Her drawer of
trade show pens was
legendary and she
loved to say she'd nev-
er need to buy anoth-
er pen (and she was
right).

Because artists only become famous af-
ter they die, Tina and I joked that I should
include her best painting in her obituary.
Here’s her posthumous exhibit of her Van
Gogh study. Please enjoy.

She was a friend, an honorary grandma
to my daughters, and one of my favorite
people in the entire world. She could see
beauty in a bull thistle and I miss her deep-
ly.

Service will be March 14, 2026 at 1:30
pm. at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s
Witnesses in Neenah. Visitation to follow.
Please send flowers ahead of time to 937
Bridgewood Dr., Neenah, WI 54956 (72—
24 hours before the memorial).

Full obituary online www.westgorfu-
neralhomes.com/obituaries.

— Melanie Ohlinger
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Schaefer honored

FROM PAGE 1

different with the residents.”

Schaefer’s compassion and dedication
that she shows to residents each day is ex-
actly why she was nominated and chosen
to receive the 2026 Hero award, said Tracy
Nikolai, Valley VNA’s director of market-
ing and development.

“Lisa has gone above and beyond her
role as ahousekeeper, building meaningful
relationships with residents and enhanc-
ing their quality of life through kindness,
patience and genuine care,” Nikolai said.
“She is known for comforting residents
during difficult moments, advocating for
their safety and well-being, and serving as
a positive influence for both residents and
coworkers.”

The WALA Hero Awards recognize four
individuals each year in Wisconsin assist-
ed living communities, honoring people
of diverse roles that “exemplify what it
means to have the heart of a hero,” as the
WALA website states.

“Lisa’s dedication and personal WOW’
factor embody the very best of assisted liv-
ing in Wisconsin,” Nikolai added. “Valley
VNA Senior Care is honored to celebrate
her as a WALA HERO and an invaluable
member of the team.”

“When they said I won the award, I
could not believe it,” Schaefer said. “I'm
just very proud that they nominated me.
I'm very happy for that, and I'm hoping
that I make them proud.”

Schaefer was presented the award Feb.
26 at WALA’s annual conference during
the Hero Awards Luncheon in Wisconsin
Dells.

Submitted photo

Valley VNA's Becky Reichelt, Angela Franz, Lisa Schaefer and Tracy Nikolai attended the

event in Wisconsin Dells.

State wrestling

FROM PAGE 9

utes to collect the win.

“A 3-0 lead for me is a pretty big lead.
There aren’t many people who can score
many takedowns on me,” Koch said. “So,
once I got that, I knew he was going to
come toward me and that’s my best posi-
tion when I'm up and the guy is shooting at
me and I can use my defense””

Koch, who will wrestle at the University
of Northern Iowa next season, ends his ca-
reer with two runner-up state finishes and
a third place in his four state appearances.

“It was definitely surreal being last time
repping the ‘N’ I'm going to miss it,” Koch
said. “I'm happy with my high school career.
I'm happy with what I've done. I'm grateful
for all of the people who have poured their
time and effort into me. I have nothing to
complain about””

Koch was one of three Neenah wrestlers
to earn medals at the state tournament.

Landen Sheppard picked up a third-place

i Wid ScooP..

Women Breaking Records

L3
Junko Tabei
(1939-2016)
On May 16, 1975, Junko Tabei became
the first woman to reach the peak of
Mount Everest. And she didn't stop therel!

(1905 - 2003)

Trudy loved to
swim! Her
nickname was
“Queen of the
Waves.”

On August 6,
1926, she
became the first
woman to swim
the English
Channel. She
swam about 35
milesin 14
hours and 31
minutes. This
was two hours
faster than the
previous record
time.

Bobbi Gibb

(1942-)

ENGLY

Channel Islanas -

Trudy battled large waves as she swam. Her body was covered in amix
of thick oilsto protect her from the cold and from stinging jellyfish.

The English Channdl isabody of water. It separates the southern coast
of England from the northern coast of France.

medal at 150 pounds, while Kylee Kursze-
wski finished fourth in the girls 126-pound
bracket. Both wrestlers earned medals for
the second straight season.

Sheppard was seeded second in his
bracket and opened the tournament with a
9-1 major decision win over Jacksyn Thor-
pe of Kaukauna. But the Neenah junior lost
a10-4 decision to Slinger’s Samuel Gehring
in the semifinals.

Sheppard bounced back to beat Hol-
men’s AJ Alesch, 7-1, in the third-place
match, taking a 4-0 lead after the second pe-
riod and then scoring a takedown to open
the third period to all but seal the win.

“I felt pretty good (in the third-place
match),” Sheppard said. “I didn’t feel in
any danger or that I was going to give up
any points at any time so it was pretty
good.”

Sheppard credited Neenah head coach
Kyle Kleuskens as well as his teammates for
helping rebound after the semifinal loss.

And once he took the mat, he was ready
to finish his season with a win.

“I wanted to win that semifinal match

Gertrude (Trudy) Ederle

ENGLAND

An asteroid was named after her. Itis
called 6897 Tabei.

And arange of mountains on Pluto were
named after her. Circle every other letter
to discover its name.

www.kidscoop.com
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Junko Tabei went on to become the first
woman to climb to the top of the highest
peaks on all seven continents. Thisis
called climbing the Seven Summits.

Tabel loved being in the outdoors. It
made her sad to see the trash left behind
by people who climbed Mt. Everest.
She organized groups of people to clean
up the trash and pack it off the mountain.

and get to the finals. That was my ultimate
goal,” Sheppard said. “Coack K made it
clear that even though its not what you
wanted to strive for the next best thing. Win
your last match, leave the Kohl Center on a
good note and that’s what I did.

“It was tough but at the end of the day,
you have to keep your head up and I have
a lot of support here and that really helped
me through that”

Kurszewski was making her fourth ap-
pearance at the state and was coming off a
second-place finish last season.

She cruised to a 17-2 technical fall win
over Holmen’s Kaytlynn Lambries in her
first match and then topped Salome Ben-
son, 12-4, in the quarterfinals.

In the semifinals, she lost a hard-fought
13-9 decision to Wrightstowns Chesney
Bartoszek and then dropped the third-
place match to Janesville Parker’s Ramsey
Brandenburg.

Kurszewski finished the season 52-5 and
will leave Neenah as one of the pillars of the
girls wrestling program.

“I'wrestled with a lot of heart and left ev-

erything on the mat. I went wide open for
six minutes each time and that’s all I could
ask of myself,” Kurszewski said. “After my
(last) match I just sat in the tunnel for a lit-
tle bit and looked at the ‘N’ on my chest.
Honestly, 'm proud of myself. I know I did
a lot for this program and I'm happy the
way I ended and happy to move on to an-
other chapter”

Two other Neenah wrestlers posted wins
at the state meet but fell short of earning a
medal.

Senior Kaden Roth lost his opening
round match at 190 pounds but came back
to pin Anthony Pereida of Kenosha Trem-
per in 2:04 in the consolation bracket. He
then lost to Kaukauna’s Brady Sprangers to
finish the season 42-11.

Junior Amari Richard also finished 1-2
at the tournament scoring a takedown in
overtime to beat Southern Door’s Portia
Hah, 6-3, in the opening round. She fell in
her next two matches to end her season.

Neenah freshman Broden Butzke lost
a pair of decisions in his two 113-pound
matches in his first trip to state.

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at

Kid Scoop Together

(1956 -)

Libby Riddles

On March 20, 1985, Libby Riddles became thefirst
woman to win the 1,100-mile sled dog race called the
Iditarod. She and her dogs mushed for 18 daysin
-50°F wesather!

Libby Riddleswon because she kept going in a
blizzard while her competitors stopped to wait for the
storm to end.

Can you reach
the finish line in
less than one
minute?

START

Bobbi did not give up. She [d=2 [®]=M R]=R
wore a hooded swesatshirt and =
her brother’s shorts so no one
would notice that shewas a
woman. She ran the whole
race and finished in 3 hours,
21 minutes, and 40 seconds.
Bobbi ran faster than
many of the men. She
showed that women
can run marathons, too! El

ADCALBVEJIW
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INn February 1966, Bobbi Gibb was 23 years old. She wanted

to run in afamous marathon, but the race leaders said only
men could run. They
thought women could not
finish therace.

Use the secret code to discover the name
of this famous race Bobbi completed.

Women in
the News

Find five women
mentioned in the
newspaper. What

are their names?

SEEETN s
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a sentence about
each woman.

Standards Link: Reading
Comprehension: Follow

Standards Link: Social Science: Students understand the contributions of individuals in shaping our economy.

simple written directions.

FINISH




