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#ResolveToBeReady!
Financially prepare for the New
Year! Find out how with the
Emergency Financial First Aid Kit.

COMPASSIONATE CARE FROM PEOPLE YOU KNOW

As Part of Downtown Neenah Since 1941

Westgor Funeral Homes-  
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Compassion continues at 
Neenah Animal Shelter
Nonprofit starts new year 
under new leadership
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The Neenah Animal Shelter (NAS) 
is stepping into the new year and a new 
chapter under the stewardship of a new 
director.

Mickey Mueller, who became director 
in September, brings a background in ani-
mal welfare that includes five years leading 

the Dunn County Humane Society in the 
early 2000s. She also has experience train-
ing dogs and operated a dog day care and 
grooming business.

Mueller said she has been assessing the 
shelter’s needs following the holidays, a 
period when donations and adoptions 
typically slow. She noted that running an 
animal shelter today is very different from 
25 years ago.

“You didn’t have all these supporting 

By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

Winnebago County officials are on the 
precipice of spending millions of ARPA 
dollars to get housing built across the 
county while leaving questions about 
where these are going to be built and who 
is going to be building them.

Winnebago County needs 10,000 hous-
ing units over the next 10 years, according 
to county executive Gordon Hintz and 
housing grant specialist Lu Scheer. The 
county has been using that figure for the 
last three years.

The Winnebago County Board of Su-
pervisors approved a new program last 
month – the revolving loan fund. The idea 
is that the county puts in millions of dol-

lars of American Rescue Plan Act money 
into this fund for more housing units.

“The reality is that if we want to drive 
down rental and purchase costs, and re-
duce homelessness for the long term, we 
need a dramatic increase in the supply of 
housing,” Hintz said after signing the RLF 
resolution. “The RLF has the potential to 
play a role in doing this. We look forward 
to working with partners to move this for-
ward.”

The county will now put a request for 
proposal out for non-profits to bid on 
becoming the agency that runs the RLF 
program. The county has put in $4.5 mil-
lion, mostly of ARPA funds, and hopes a 

Neenah News

Shady Lane Estates is a proposed development in Fox Crossing that will add 69 new lots to 
the village. This is after the village spent $1 million constructing Sand Point Pond along Shady 
Lane between County Road CB and Cold Spring Road.See Housing units on Page 7

Neenah News

Mickey Mueller took over as director of the Neenah Animal Shelter in September.

See Animal shelter on Page 6

Program limited to  
inmates in custody
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Sheriff ’s Office 
(WCSO) reported that 10 people were 
transferred to U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) custody in 2025 
under federal immigration enforcement 
protocols, according to annual statistics 
presented at a Judiciary & Public Safety 
Committee meeting earlier this month.

In addition, four other individuals with 
immigration detainers were sent to other 
law enforcement agencies, and three re-
mained in the Winnebago County Jail at 
the end of the year.

An immigration detainer is a request 
that the jail hold a person for up to 48 
hours beyond their scheduled release so 
ICE can take custody. According to the 
ICE website, immigration detainers are 
only requests and don’t impose any ob-
ligation on law enforcement agencies to 
comply. An ICE transfer is when local 
authorities hand someone over to federal 
immigration authorities for review of their 
immigration status and potential removal 
from the country. 

The Winnebago County Jail recorded 
4,893 total bookings in 2025, including 
228 individuals born outside the United 
States, or less than 5%. Jail staff made 151 
notifications to ICE during that period, 
resulting in 17 immigration detainers, the 
data shows. Not every person born out-
side the U.S. and booked into jail triggers 

County moved  
10 people to  
ICE during 2025

See ICE transfers on Page 12

County hopes housing figure encourages new development
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Classified advertising
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All advertisements are subject to the 
applicable rate card, copies of which 
are available from our Advertising 
Department. All ads are subject to 
approval before publication. Oshkosh 
Herald LLC dba Neenah News re-
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classify or cancel any ad at any time. 
Errors must be reported in the first 
day of publication. Oshkosh Herald 
LLC dba Neenah News shall not be 
liable for any loss or expense that 
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an advertisement. No refunds will be 
given for early cancellation of an order.

Advertising deadline is noon Friday 
for the following Friday.
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4 p.m. Tuesday for Friday.
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Extraordinary 
glass experiences

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH, WI
920.751.4658 |  BMMGL ASS.COM

What we do
TOGETHER is
EXTRAORDINARY!

Thanks to local support, YOUR 
Museum experienced a successful 
annual fund drive. Our fundraising 
goal was met — and exceeded!

THANK YOU, Neenah and 
Winneconne, for believing in our 
mission to provide extraordinary 
glass experiences to spark fun, 
kindle creativity, and illuminate 
learning for all.

Historical Society names new director
Neenah News

The Neenah Historical Society has a 
new leader after executive director Erica 
Suchyta resigned. 

Suchyta joined the historical society 
four years ago. Miranda Ridener will as-
sume the interim executive director role, 
and all events and programming will con-
tinue as scheduled.

Suchyta will continue to support the or-
ganization during the transition. 

“I have worked hard to ensure that the 
longevity and vitality of the organization 
is secure,” Suchyta said. “Significant in-

vestments have been made in restoring 
our historic buildings, updating technol-
ogy, reviving programming and managing 
the collection and archives.”

Suchyta said she is proud of what has 
been accomplished since joining the orga-
nization in 2022. 

“Never did I imagine that I would be 
able to go to the top of the clocktower 
(safely and legally with multiple firefight-
ers) or help restore the oldest headstone 
in Oak Hill Cemetery,” she said. “Sharing 
Neenah’s history with the community has 
been such as an honor and privilege.” 

Neenah Historical Society photo

The Toboggan Slide
In 1945 the Kiwanis Club of Neenah erected a wooden toboggan slide on top of the 
boys changing room at the Neenah Pool. The slide launched sleds and toboggans 
full of kids out onto a frozen Lake Winnebago. It operated for about 30 years until 
closing and being removed in the 1970’s.

 

Friday, Jan. 23 
Snowshoeing and Animal Tracking 

Hike, 1 p.m., Fox Crossing Munici-
pal Complex, 2000 Municipal Drive, 
Grades 1-5

Winter Skate Night, 4 p.m., The Plaza 
and Globe Coffee, 229 W. Wisconsin Ave. 

Batsu Dinner and Comedy Show, 6 
p.m., Bridgewood Resort Hotel, 1000 
Cameron Way

Saturday, Jan. 24
Start Your Adventure, 10 a.m., Neen-

ah Public Library

Thursday, Jan. 29 
History Neenah-Nodaway Yacht 

Club presentation, 6:30 p.m., Emprize 
Brew Mill

NHS Rocket Players presents “The 
Snow” by Finegan Kruckemeyer, 7 p.m., 
Neenah High School Black Box Theater

Friday, Jan. 30
Fox Crossing Parks & Recreation 

Daddy Daughter Winter Formal, 5:30 
p.m., Bridgewood Resort, 1000 Camer-
on Way

Z Cabaret, 7 p.m., Jane Bergstrom 
Fine Arts Education Center

NHS Rocket Players presents “The 
Snow” by Finegan Kruckemeyer, 7 p.m., 
Neenah High School Black Box Theater

Saturday, Jan. 31
Monster Piano Concert, 3 p.m., Law-

rence Memorial Chapel
Z Cabaret, 7 p.m., Jane Bergstrom 

Fine Arts Education Center

Calendar 
of events

COMMUNITY REPORTER
Winneconne, WI

Oshkosh Herald LLC, publisher of Winneconne News, Oshkosh 
Herald and Neenah News, is seeking a full-time reporter to 
cover Winneconne and neighboring communities. 

This position is perfect for someone with good writing skills 
interested in reporting on the local community or an up-and-
coming talent. There’s a lot going on and topics of interest 
range from government, education, human interest, court/
crime and events.

The ideal candidate may have: 
• Reporting or newspaper experience.
• Ability to cultivate sources.
• Experience in finding potential stories without being 
assigned.
• Willingness to cover regular governmental meetings and fill 
in for other reporters when needed.
• Good photography skills.
• Good people skills.
• Self-motivated to report out the most important / 
interesting / fun stories in our coverage area, and hate 
missing out.

Apply by email with resume, references and copies or links to
2-5 writing samples to karen@oshkoshherald.com.

Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, Oshkosh WI 54901

Winnebago Media Group, Inc., formerly Oshkosh Herald 
LLC and the publisher of the Neenah News, Oshkosh Herald 
and Winneconne News, is seeking COMMUNITY REPORTERS to 
report on our communities. 

This position is perfect for someone with good writing skills 
interested in reporting on the community or an up-and-
coming talent wanting to make an impact locally. 
Former writers looking to return to the profession or people 
with prior school newspaper writing experience encouraged 
to apply. 
There’s a lot going on and topics of interest range from 
government, education, human interest, court/crime, events 
and more.

Our new team members are: 
• Seeking PT or FT employment
• Have reporting or writing experience
• Good people skills
• Self-motivated to seek out community interest stories, 
stories of impact and interest, and fun stories you hate 
missing out on. 

Apply by email with resume and copies or links to
2-5 writing samples to karen@oshkoshherald.com. 

Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, Oshkosh WI 54901

COMMUNITY REPORTERS
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2025 KIA
TELLURIDE
S AWD

*48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 financed. To approved credit through Kia Motors 
Finance. Tax, title, license and service fee extra. Ends 2/2/26.

*48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 financed. To approved credit through Kia Motors 
Finance. Tax, title, license and service fee extra. Ends 2/2/26.

2026 KIA
SORENTO
LX AWD

APPLETON  |  OSHKOSH

bergstromkia.com

0% APR UP TO
48 MONTHS

+ 90 DAYS NO PAYMENTS
   OR $2,000 CUSTOMER CASH

0% APR UP TO
48 MONTHS

+ 90 DAYS NO PAYMENTS
   OR $2,000 CUSTOMER CASH

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-4 AECSPAD 26666623

Shane Zillmer
CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Avenue
Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

Looking to retire 
early? 
Give us a call.

> edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Neenah News

New office
The Neenah News office has moved to a new location. After four years in the lower level 
of The Marketplace, the office is now located in the Eric Soda American Family building 
at 1220 S. Commercial St. Reach us at 920-486-1616 or www.neenahnews.com.

Library offers workshop on DIY headshots
Neenah News

A workshop will provide participants 
with an opportunity to learn how to take 
their own headshot or high-quality photo 
using just a phone. 

The program will be at 7 p.m. Monday 
in the Shattuck Room at the Neenah Pub-
lic Library. 

Adam Shea, a local photographer, will 

guide participants through the steps of 
how to pose, edit and style a photo. This 
will be a hands-on workshop, perfect for 
beginners. 

Participants are asked to bring a smart-
phone with a working camera and Shea 
will provide help to get started. 

No registration is necessary for the free 
event. Class provides information about recycling

Neenah News

For those who want to brush up on what 
they know about recycling, Tri-County 
Recycling is offering a Recycle Right Mas-
ter Class.

The free introductory program will pro-
vide tools participants need to teach their 
family, neighbors, friends and coworkers 
how to recycle right. They will be able to 
learn what should go in a recycle bin, what 
stays out and get their recycling questions 
answered.

Topics include why recycle, a deep-
dive through the Tri-County Recycling 
Facility, local recycling basics, common 
contaminants and what happens to recy-
clable materials after they leave the sorting 
facility. 

The class will be from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at the James P. Coughlin Cen-
ter, 625 E. County Road Y in Oshkosh. 
Registration information for the free 
event is available at recyclemoretricounty.
org/classes. 

Daytime warming shelter opens on cold mornings
Neenah News

The Daytime Warming Shelter at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church located at 200 N. 
Commercial St. across from the YMCA 
will be open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily 
when the morning temperature is 10 de-
grees or colder. 

A sign will be out when the shelter is 
open. Guests are asked to enter through 
the doors of the building, go downstairs 
and to the left.

The shelter is staffed with volunteers 
and has a maximum occupancy during 
open hours of 25. It provides coffee, hot 
cocoa, tea, water and snacks to anyone 
that comes in. 

If interested in volunteering, call 920-
725-3961.

Celebration launches new 
chapter for Neenah library
Neenah News

The Neenah Public Library will host 
“Start Here, Neenah” from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday inviting community members to 
celebrate the launch of a new chapter for 
the library. 

After months of behind-the-scenes work, 
library staff will unveil a brand-new logo, 
new library merchandise and a renewed vi-
sion for welcoming the community.

At the open-house style event, attendees 
will have an opportunity to participate in a 
raffle for prizes and hear a performance by 
the Neenah Public Library ukulele group. 

Community members will also have first 
access to the new 2026 Adventure Guides, 
in which they can win prizes while explor-
ing and learning about library services, re-
sources and programs. 

“Adventure Guides are perfect for those 
who are new to the library, yet even fre-
quent library visitors will be surprised at 
the vast number of offerings to be discov-
ered at NPL once they have an Adventure 
Guide in their hand,” library director Ni-
cole Hardina-Wilhelm said.

The event is free and open to all ages. 
No registration necessary.
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P.O. Box 355, Hortonville, WI 54944

Tailgate Party for the Big Game Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026
Doors Open at 11:00 a.m. at Bridgewood - 1000 Cameron Way, Neenah, WI

1st - Jordan Love Salute to Service Autographed Helmet
& Framed Military Jersey

2nd - Josh Jacobs Autographed Framed Jersey      3rd - $1000 Cash
4th - Getaway Weekend at Dillman’s Bay Resort, Minoqua, WI

5th - 4 Brewer Tickets to 2026 Opening Day
6th - 2 Packer Tickets to a 2026 Regular Season Home Game of Your Choice

7th - 4 Pack Dinner Cruise for Fin & Feather, Winneconne, WI
8th - $100 Cash     9th - $100 Cash     10th - $100 Cash

11th - $100 Cash     12th - $100 Cash

LIVE AUCTION 4:00 P.M.
BASKET RAFFLE & PRIZE DRAWING AT 5:00 P.M.

Tickets: 3/$100 or $50 Each
NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN

Tailgate Party for the Big Game
Autographs & Photos from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

with Gilbert Brown, Eddie Lacy & Chester Marcol
 Limited Tickets Sold

TO PURCHASE
TICKETS

Call 920-550-8824
Or Scan This QR CodeLic. No: R0001429-A-69136
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MICAH PARSONS 
AND TUCKER KRAFT 
SIGNED JERSEYS
+ more live
auction items!

Weekly 
Specials 

Valley's 
Best 

Patio 
Dog Friendly!

Monday 
- Kids Eat Free

Tuesday 
 -BOGO Burgers 

Wednesday 
 - $2 Off Flatbreads

Thursday 
 - $2 Off Quesadillas  
  (& Live Music!)

Friday 
 - $12 Fish Fry

Saturday 
 - Prime Rib

Sunday 
 - 1/2 Price Desserts

1010 Cameron Way, Neenah 
920.725.1010 

Batleysgrillandbar.com 

WEEKLY 
SPECIALS

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY-FRIDAY 3PM-6PM 
$5 22OZ OLD FASHIONEDS $5 TORTILLA 

CHIPS & DIPS
$1 OFF ALL RAIL DRINKS, DOMESTIC TAPS, 

& HOUSE WINE

MONDAY
– Kids Eat Free
TUESDAY
– BOGO Burgers
WEDNESDAY
– $2 Off Flatbreads
THURSDAY
– $2 Off Quesadillas
FRIDAY
– $12 Fish Fry 
SATURDAY
– Prime Rib  
SUNDAY
– 1/2 Price Desserts

Fire station renovations, training tower project on track
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Construction at Neenah’s Fire Station 
31 and its new training tower is on track 
and moving smoothly, Fire Chief Travis 
Teesch said.

Even with snow and cold temperatures, a 
construction worker was on scaffolding last 
week, working on the exterior of the station, 
which currently has boarded-up windows 
and construction debris around the site.

The $6 million renovation of the Breeze-
wood Lane station and the construction 
of a new $1.2 million training tower are 
both on schedule, with project comple-
tion expected in September. 

“It’s going as planned,” Teesch said. 
“We’re trying to work around the weath-
er, which is good and bad. The cold snap 
in early December meant the bricklayers 
were able to catch up quickly, doing a 
week’s worth of work in two days. Time-
lines should all still be holding.”

The station was built in 1994 and has 
undergone limited updates over the years. 
A 2020 study by Five Bugles Design and 
a 2023 Keller analysis noted that remod-

eling the existing building could meet the 
department’s needs while addressing defi-
ciencies like cramped dorms, undersized 
fitness space, outdated restrooms and the 
lack of a decontamination area.

The station renovations include a new 
roof, exterior walls, and a complete gut-
to-framing rebuild of the living quarters. 
The training tower site has been prepped, 
and concrete work has been completed 

where the hose tower will be installed. 
Teesch said crews have plenty of time to 
finish the remaining work as temperatures 
warm in spring.

“There’s no changes to the scope, there’s 
no changes to the funding,” Teesch said. 
He added that the department also ap-
plied for a state grant that could provide 
up to $2 million in additional funding. 
Decisions on the grant are expected this 
summer.

The Neenah Common Council ap-
proved the project last year, awarding the 
Station 31 remodel to Milbach Construc-
tion Services Co. for $5.9 million, with an 
additional 10% contingency allowance. 
The work will take place alongside the 
new training tower and storage building, 
which is funded separately by a combina-
tion of county, state and city funds.

Teesch said staff continue living and 
responding out of Station 31 during the 
renovation.

“A couple guys have to live with a few 
inconveniences for a couple months, and 
then they’ll have a really nice station to be 
living out of and working out of,” he said.

Neenah News

A construction worker works on the exterior of Neenah’s Fire Station 31 last week as renova-
tions continue on the building on Breezewood Lane.

Area unemployment rate increases slightly 
Neenah News

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area (MSA) and Winnebago County saw 
their unemployment rate increase slight-
ly to 2.5% in November from 2.4% at the 
same time last year, according to prelim-
inary data from the state Department of 
Workforce Development. 

The preliminary November unemploy-
ment rate decreased in four of the state’s 
13 metropolitan areas over the year. Rates 
increased in four metro areas over the 

year, and rates stayed the same in five met-
ro areas over the year.  

Jobless rates decreased or stayed the 
same in 25 of Wisconsin’s 35 largest cities 
over the year. Unemployment rates in-
creased in 10 cities over the year. 

Preliminary November 2025 jobless 
rates decreased or stayed the same in 55 
of Wisconsin’s 72 counties over the year. 
Unemployment rates increased in 17 
counties over the year. Rates increased in 
44 counties over the year and stayed the 
same in the remaining 17 counties. 

Project: Oshkosh Herald Ad for Tulips 2025
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Relax, and
Enjoy the Crazy

Relax, and
Enjoy the Crazy

192 Main Street, Menasha
(920)570-5703
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City attorney jury trial begins
Neenah News

A jury was selected and trial was un-
derway Wednesday in the criminal 
case against Neenah 
City Attorney David 
Rashid, who faces sex-
ual assault charges.

Green Lake County 
Judge Mark Slate is pre-
siding over the Win-
nebago County trial 
after Rashid’s attorneys 
requested a substitu-
tion last year. Rashid, a 
former Winnebago County assistant dis-
trict attorney, was hired as Neenah’s city 
attorney in 2022. Portage County District 
Attorney Cass Cousins is prosecuting the 
case as the appointed special prosecutor.

Rashid was charged in April 2024 with 
two counts of third-degree sexual assault 
and one count of fourth-degree sexual as-

sault, all with domestic abuse enhancers. 
Court documents indicate the alleged 
non-consensual acts occurred from 2017 
to 2022 during his marriage, which ended 
when the alleged victim filed for divorce 
in July 2023. Rashid pleaded not guilty to 
all charges.

The allegations first surfaced in August 
2023 via an anonymous email to city offi-
cials, later traced to Rashid’s predecessor, 
former Neenah city attorney Adam West-
brook. Following a criminal investiga-
tion by the Appleton Police Department, 
Rashid was charged and placed on paid 
administrative leave from his city attorney 
position in April 2024. He was reinstated 
four months later after a city personnel in-
vestigation found no workplace violations.

The trial was scheduled for three days 
and was expected to conclude today, with 
jury deliberations likely to begin either lat-
er today or early next week.

Solutions Recovery secures funding for peer response team
By Anya Kelley 
Neenah News

Solutions Recovery ended 2025 on a 
high note after securing stopgap funding 
for the peer response team from the Win-
nebago County Board. 

In September, Solutions Recovery ex-
ecutive director Megan Edwards present-
ed at the county board’s special orders 
meeting to announce a $322,050 deficit 
for 2026 specifically related to the peer re-
sponse team (PTR). 

The PTR runs the recovery center, open 
365 days a year offering drop-in-style 
meetings with recovery coaches. The PTR 
also runs the Sober Living program and 
the peer support team. 

Funding troubles began in February 
2025 when the Comprehensive Opioid, 
Stimulant, and Substance Use Program 
(COSSUP) grant was removed from the 
federal government’s website. According 
to Edwards, the federal government is 
reevaluating the criteria of eligibility for 
COSSUP and eventually, it will be repost-
ed. 

“This stopgap funding that we received 
for 2026 is really for us to be able to have a 
little bit of breathing room,” Edwards said. 
“It helps us not to disrupt any of our ser-
vice delivery while we try to come up with 
a long-term sustainability plan for the pro-
gram, find more grant funds, things like 
that.” 

The Winnebago County Board voted 
to supply Solutions with the full amount 
for 2026. Along with the stopgap funding, 
Solutions has also engaged in fundrais-
ing efforts to support the PRT and recent 
developments to Wisconsin State Statue 
could potentially make securing funding 
easier in the next year. 

Chapter DHS 72 Overdose Treatment 
Provider Certification and Covered Ser-
vices was passed late in December of 2025 
and will allow certain types of peer re-
sponse services to become reimbursable 
through Medicaid. That is set to start in 
April of this year. 

“We have been actively pursuing that 
and trying to gain an understanding of 
how becoming state regulated, essential-
ly, will impact our day-to-day operations,” 

Edwards said. “A majority of what we do 
should, in theory, become billable.” 

In 2026, Solutions’ goal is to continue 
maturing as an organization, putting an 
emphasis on gaining stability. 

Over the last five years, the programs at 
Solutions have grown exponentially due 
to the high need throughout the county. 
Sober Living had four beds in 2020 and is 
now up to 77. 

“We’re really trying to work on the 
balance between we want to sustain our 
services so that we can remain a reliable 
resource for people in the community, 
while also trying to understand how we 
can continue to expand our reach, en-
hance our mission, strengthen our mis-
sion and reach as many people as possi-
ble,” Edwards said. 

Rashid

Full-Time, Year-Round
Office & Records 

Coordinator

Be the first friendly face that families see

HIRINGNO
W

Submit your resume to Careers@newhopeconnect.org

Support daily school, center, & ministry operations

Organization, communication, & computer skills are key

Benefits include:
On-Site Child Care
Tuition Reduction

Paid Time Off
Insurance Options

Family & Ministry Focused Environment

Evergreen Fox Crossing continues to take shape! 
With new updates to share, now is the perfect time 
to explore the possibilities of senior living reimagined.

Scan here to RSVP at 
EvergreenFoxCrossing.com or call 920-450-2524

WHAT’S NEXT
DISCOVER

We hope to see you!
OSHKOSH
• Wednesday, February 4 at 1:00 p.m.
• Monday, February 16 at 10:00 a.m.
• Wednesday, February 25 at 1:00 p.m.
Location: Evergreen Worship & Performing Arts Center 
1130 North Westfield Street, Oshkosh, WI 54902

NEENAH
• Thursday, February 12 at 10:00 a.m.
• Thursday, February 12 at 2:00 p.m.
Location: DoubleTree by Hilton Neenah
123 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah, WI 54956

Join us 
for an 

Information 
Session 
at Your 

Convenience!
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Worship Discover
a place
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for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E
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First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
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 Proclaiming the Gospel
 Strengthening Believers
 Serving Others
 Supporting Neenah Lutheran School – 3K to 8

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

Worship Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am

  436 S. Lake St.
  Neenah, WI  54956
  (920) 725-1330

www.martinlutherneenah.org

WELS

YOU CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

You’re invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

roles,” she said. “The executive director 
was the shelter manager. They were clean-
ing cages, they were doing volunteer ori-
entations, they were doing everything. 
And now, fortunately, most shelters, in-
cluding Dunn County, do have a lot of 
supporting roles.”

Mueller relocated to Neenah for the po-
sition. She said she was drawn to NAS be-
cause she wanted to get back into animal 
welfare, “and it needed to be an organiza-
tion that aligned well with my values.”

Mueller said her top priorities include 
building stronger community support and 
partnerships. She hopes to work with the 
City of Neenah to launch a community cat 
program, which would involve trapping, 
neutering or spaying, and releasing local 
cats.

“The other communities that have been 
able to do that, I do think it’s been very 
helpful because you have a lot less repro-
duction,” she said.

Rising veterinary costs, however, are 
creating challenges for both NAS and lo-

cal pet owners. NAS must spend more to 
care for the animals it takes in, while some 
owners are surrendering pets because 
they cannot afford routine or emergency 
veterinary care.

“We’ve had animals that were brought 
in to surrender because a person couldn’t 
afford their medical care, and you can tell 
they love their animal, but they can’t af-
ford it,” Mueller said. 

She plans to pursue grants to help pet 
owners meet veterinary costs.

Mueller began her role after the shelter 
relocated to 2475 Progress Court in 2024. 
The transition included challenges such 
as heat problems in the community cat 
rooms, a heater motor failure in the dog 
area, and other unexpected maintenance 
issues.

Though the shelter has faced capacity 
challenges in the past, Manager Brittany 
Collette said the number of animals was at 
a “comfortable” level last week, with some 
in foster homes. 

“We’ve had a lot of medically needy an-
imals in the last six months,” she said. “So 
then we’re more focusing on the care of 
the special needs animals, so then we ha-
ven’t taken in as many.” 

Mueller also noted that the shelter’s 

intake is influenced by agreements with 
specific municipalities, which limits the 
number of strays received compared with 
other areas. NAS only accepts strays from 
the City of Neenah and the towns of Win-
neconne, Vinland, Oshkosh and Win-
chester.

Residents can support NAS by volun-
teering, with orientations offered twice a 
month, participating in the shelter’s mem-
bership drive, or donating items such as 
cleaning supplies, Purina One dog and 
cat food, towels and blankets. Shelter staff 
said the dogs are also in need of durable 
stuffed toys. A donation link and wish list 
are available at neenahanimalshelter.org. 

Monetary donations to NAS can be des-
ignated for general shelter operations, the 
“Help Me Heal” fund for medical care, the 
holiday appeal, sponsoring specific pets, 
or making a legacy or memorial donation.

Upcoming events include the NEW 
Top Dog contest, which opens for en-
tries Monday. Dog owners enter a photo 
of their pup, rally votes from friends and 
family, and compete for prizes and a spot 
on a custom beer can from local brewer-
ies, with proceeds going to the Oshkosh 
Mid-Morning Kiwanis Club and five local 
animal shelters. Appleton’s Stone Arch 
Brewpub partnered with NAS for the 
event. Details are at newtopdog.com.

NAS will also have a booth at the Love 
Your Pet Expo from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 
31 at the Oshkosh Arena. The event fea-
tures 70 pet-focused vendor booths, edu-
cational workshops, pet fashion show and 
indoor dog park. Attendees who bring in a 
pet food donation will receive a discount 
on their entry fee, with the donations sup-
porting NAS, Oshkosh Area Humane So-
ciety and Christine Ann Domestic Abuse 
Services.

Among the special residents at NAS last 
week were Scrumps and Gloria, large mas-
tiff-mixes that were transferred from Mil-
waukee Area Domestic Animal Control 
Commission (MADACC). Several cats 
and kittens of different sizes and colors 
lounged in enclosures. 

Mueller is especially fond of Vincent, a 
senior cat who was surrendered to NAS 
after his owner died. 

“He was grieving when he was brought 
in and didn’t adapt well, was very isolated, 
was almost in a shutdown kind of state,” 
she said. But thanks to foster care, “he’s 
really come out of his shell.”

Vincent began to play with toys and 
even learned to fetch. The foster home 
also did paw print painting with him, 
which helped him become more com-
fortable and interactive. He was recently 
returned to the shelter due to the foster 
family having another commitment and 
Mueller hopes to find him a home soon so 
he can continue to thrive and not remain 
in the shelter longer than necessary.

Reflecting on the bond between peo-
ple and their pets, Mueller said: “I think 
animals leave such big paw prints on our 
hearts, and when you lose an animal, it’s 
tough to go through, but it’s very valuable 
to share your life with another. Don’t give 
up on giving that love.”

Animal shelter
from Page 1

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

Now accepting new clients!

Oil Changes | Tires
Scheduled Maintenance + More!

Spiritual but not religious? We get that!

All are welcome!

We are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community withWe are a warm, accepting and inclusive spiritual community with
welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. welcoming people, uplifting, inspiring messages and dynamic live music. 

Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! Join us Sundays at 10 am in-person or livestream on YouTube! 

Check us out atCheck us out at
1366 Appleton Road in Menasha1366 Appleton Road in Menasha
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Follow Oshkosh Restaurant Week on FB & IG     DiscoverOshkosh.comScan here for details!

Tumbler 
sponsor

No tickets or 
pre-registration are 
required for Restaurant Week, 
but reservations are recommended.

breakfast. 
lunch. 
dinner.

whether you’re in the mood 
for a cozy meal at a familiar 
spot or eager to discover a 
new favorite, this fab food 

festival promises something 
delicious for everyone.

go get it!

new this year:

premium 
DINNER 
OPTION

3-COURSE 
LUNCHES

3-COURSE 
DINNERS

BREAKFAST
SPECIALS

Go to discoveroshkosh.com and download 
the Oshkosh Restaurant Week digital pass, or 
collect receipts from participating restaurants 

and turn in to 100 N Main St/Ste 112.

eat out 
3 or more times 

during Restaurant 
Week to win this 

fun tumbler! 
While supplies 

last.

through

feb 1

non-profit will be able to fundraise and 
double that amount so the fund has closer 
to $9 million.

Developers and homeowners will then 
be able to apply for funds that will be paid 
back. This could be for funds to build a 
new apartment complex or could be used 
to lend $50,000 to a young couple need-
ing it for a down payment for a home.

Housing issues have been discussed by 
some municipalities over the last couple 
of years. Oshkosh, Neenah and Menasha 
have all had these discussions when pub-
lishing housing studies and have set goals 
for new housing units.

Other communities like Fox Crossing 
have space and are working with develop-
ers on a new subdivision and other proj-
ects.

Although county officials have stated 
there is a need for 10,000 new housing 
units by 2033, Scheer said the county has 
not set this figure as the goal it hopes to 
complete over the next seven years.

“We’re hoping that this revolving loan 
fund encourages developers to build 
here,” she said.

Figures for municipalities throughout 
the area show how many housing units 
have been built in Winnebago County 
in the last three years and whether the 
county is on track to build 10,000 housing 
units by 2033.

In Oshkosh, 406 housing units have 
been built over the last three years or are 
currently under construction. This in-
cludes the Red Earth development being 
built just off Lake Butte des Morts and the 
Mill on Main project still under construc-
tion.

Oshkosh has been focused on building 

housing units since a housing study was 
done in 2022. Since 2020, there have been 
1,814 housing units built, under construc-
tion or approved by the council. Those are 
all units located in multi-family residential 
buildings.

Neenah has added over 300 housing 
units since 2023. The city is planning on 
building 960 housing units over the next 
10 years, which would mean just under 
100 new housing units every year.

In Menasha, the city has been building 
on a smaller scale with a housing study in 
place that calls for new housing on a time-
line reaching 2040. The city has built 87 
new housing units since 2023.

It’s a total of 812 new housing units 
since 2023 in the cities in the county. If 
the housing units that have been built 
since 2020 are added, the number grows 
to 1,356.

Jennifer Sunstrom, director of public re-
lations and government affairs for the Re-
altors Association of Northeast Wiscon-
sin, said the housing problem has reached 
crisis level in the area and the biggest con-
tributor to that is the lack of supply in the 
market.

“That is the result of significantly un-
derproducing housing since the last re-
cession, especially one and two-family 
homes, especially smaller homes and 
lots,” Sunstrom said. “Given that the price 
of new construction has basically doubled 
in the last five years, we also need more di-
versity of home options like townhomes, 
condo, duplexes that are more affordable.”

Sunstrom added Wisconsin needs to 
build approximately 227,000 new housing 
units in the next decade if it wants to grow 
its working-age population. She said not 
keeping up with the housing needs will 
be met with a number of effects, including 
people buying houses later in life.

“There is a whole list of consequences as 

a result of the housing crisis that is a sub-
ject all onto itself,” Sunstrom said. “For 
instance, the average age of the first-time 
homebuyer has increased to 40 years old, 
almost 10 years older than historic average 
of late twenties-early thirties.”

When asked if it was possible for Win-
nebago County to add 10,000 housing 
units from 2023-2033, Sunstrom admit-
ted it’s a hard question to answer.

“So far, even with the housing crisis 
gaining attention and with regulatory re-
form, we are still producing about one-
half of the housing units we need to meet 
demand and with that, each year we are 
digging a deeper deficit,” Sunstrom said.

She said it was important to look at 
predictors like building permits with the 
county and planned subdivisions or ex-
pansions.

The county reported 208 building per-
mits issued in 2023 and 330 in 2024. From 
January to August 2025 the county issued 
188 building permits for a total of 726 
over that time.

A number of cities have set housing 
goals based on their own studies.

Oshkosh officials had a housing study 
done in 2022. It states that Oshkosh’s 
population will continue to grow by over 
3,200 permanent residents. Based on U.S. 
Census data, Oshkosh would have a pop-
ulation of around 70,000.

The study states that due to the forecast-
ed population growth the city will need to 
build 1,700 new housing units by 2030, or 
approximately 160 units annually.

Neenah completed a housing study in 
early 2025 that has similar goals to Osh-
kosh despite having less than half the pop-
ulation of the county seat.

The Neenah Housing Study and Needs 
Assessment states the 10-year target for 
new housing units in Neenah is 960, 
which would be 96 units annually.

In Fox Crossing, the village has not done 
a recent housing study. However, the vil-
lage is currently working with developers 
on a new subdivision off of Shady Lane.

The Shady Lane Estates could add as 
many as 69 single-family homes to Fox 
Crossing. According to the village’s an-
nual comprehensive financial report, the 
village built Sand Point Pond, a retention 
pond, to help with area flooding and to “al-
low for the urbanization of Shady Lane.”

In Menasha, the city’s 2024 housing 
study states Menasha is projected to need 
between 1,000 and 1,300 new hous-
ing units by 2040. The study’s executive 
summary breaks down the need for sin-
gle-family homes, apartments and hous-
ing for seniors.

Those municipalities alone are hoping 
to build almost 4,000 new housing units 
in the coming decade. But there is still a 
huge gap between what is being planned 
by the cities compared to what the county 
is anticipating.

“We need more residents and business 
owners to understand the extent of the 
problem and the consequences of not 
addressing it,” Sunstrom said. “This will 
mean we have to do housing very differ-
ently than we have done in the past to get 
the number of units we need and make 
them affordable to even middle-income 
individuals. We also need more people 
who are struggling to find affordable 
housing to speak up during hearings for 
regulatory reform and for development 
projects.”

Housing units
from Page 1
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LOVE YOUR LEGS
COMPLETE VEIN CARE-FROM LARGE MEDICAL 

VARICOSE VEINS TO SMALL COSMETIC SPIDER VEINS

Fox Valley Plastic Surgery offers both insurance-
covered treatments and self-pay cosmetic options, 
all delivered through our accredited vein center. 
May be covered by HSA or FSA. Get personalized 
care, advanced technology, and proven results for 
healthier legs.

PROCEDURES
OFFERED: 

Laser 
Radiofrequency 

Venaseal
Varithena 
Injections 

Custom treatment
plans with minimal

downtime

Call for your FREE vein consult 920-233-1540

COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

• Classic car repair
• Custom exhaust
• Alignments
• Air conditioning

103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair
COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

• Classic car repair
• Custom exhaust
• Alignments
• Air conditioning

103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair

COMPLETE SERVICE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

• Classic car repair
• Custom exhaust
• Alignments
• Air conditioning

103 Professional Plaza,
Neenah, WI 54956

920-886-8714

Rob’s Repair

• Alignments
• Air Conditioning
• Custom exhaust
• Classic car repair

Rockets skate past Stars in Badgerland showdown
By Joe Matzek
News Contributor

Locked in a battle for the top spot in the 
Badgerland Conference race, the Neenah/
Hortonville/Menasha boys’ hockey team 
faced a two-goal deficit for all of 20 sec-
onds.

After Parker Janssen gave the Fox Cities 
Stars a 2-0 lead in the second period, the 
Rockets’ Mark Sutton responded just sev-
en seconds later, firing a shot into the top 
corner of the net. And 13 seconds after 
Sutton’s goal, August Weinholzer popped 
in a goal to erase the deficit.

The Rockets controlled the rest of the 
second period and broke the tie with the 
first two goals of the third on the way to a 
5-3 victory at the Champion Center Tues-
day evening.

“It took us a while to stave off the push 
they had there, but the boys fought back 
and when we tied it up, I thought we were 
in a good place to get momentum going 
our way,” Rockets coach Jeff Lindemann 
said.

The teams both entered the battle for 

the Tri County Cup with 5-0 conference 
records, giving the winner an edge head-
ing into the Badgerland playoffs in a few 
weeks. 

It was also a matchup of teams sharing 
the Champion Center for the first year, 
with the Stars mov-
ing over from the Tri 
County Arena this sea-
son after the Rockets 
moved in 2020.

“Obviously it’s a big 
game, sharing a rink 
with them and being in 
the same conference, 
but we kind of just had 
the mentality that it’s a 
regular game, treat it like a regular game 
and go out and play our game,” said Sut-
ton, a forward who had two goals and an 
assist.

Still, Sutton acknowledged that getting 
a win was a boost considering the Rockets 
had lost two of their last three games, to 
University School and Notre Dame.

The senior from Hortonville gave the 

Rockets a 3-2 lead four minutes into the 
third period when he tipped home a pass 
from Mason King.

Freshman Vinny Scholl made it 4-2 on a 
power play goal with five minutes to play.

Fox Cities (16-2) cut the lead to 4-3 
with just over a minute to play after pull-
ing goaltender Elliot Reichenbacher for 
an extra skater, but Cartyr Simonson 
scored into an empty net with 12 seconds 
remaining for the final margin.

While the Rockets’ top-scoring line of 
Sutton, Scholl and Simonson provided 
energy in the offensive zone, Lindemann 
praised the starting line of Weinholzer, 
Cole Rothermel and Liam Kelley, who 
received the players of the game award 
from the captains for their defensive work 
against a Fox Cities team averaging more 
than seven goals per game.

“Those guys were all over their top guys 
all night, banging bodies, making sure they 
had to go 200 feet to get down in our end 
and get shots on goal,” Lindemann said.

The Rockets (15-3), ranked fourth in 
Division 1 in the Wisconsin Prep Hockey 

rankings, outshot Fox Cities 35-23. 
They tested Reichenbacher with con-

stant pressure in the opening period, but 
had nothing to show for it because the 
senior from St. Mary Catholic made 13 
saves.

“The first period, I thought we con-
trolled the puck, we were down in their 
end,” Lindemann said. “We couldn’t get 
anything past Reichenbacher. He had a 
heck of a game. He was on his game early 
on.”

Reichenbacher finished with 29 saves 
and Rockets goalie Matthew Nelson had 
20.

The Rockets play at second-ranked Ste-
vens Point Friday evening and host De 
Pere next Thursday before playing in the 
conference tournament at Fond du Lac 
the following week.

“I think we’re doing pretty well,” Sutton 
said. “I think if we keep playing our game 
and trusting our teammates, we can win a 
couple more before playoffs and get some 
momentum going into it.”

Sutton

(920) 486-5600
1077 TULLAR CT,
NEENAH, WI.

BOARDING • GROOMING • SUPPLIES

EEnnrroolllliinngg
PPrreeKK  33  --  88tthh  GGrraaddee

Expanding access to excellent, 
Christ-based education through

Arrange a personal tour today
NHCS@newhopeconnect.org

(920) 725-8797

Dedicated to including biblical 
truth in all aspects of learning

Supporting literacy through 
Barton & Wilson Programs

Student interest drives our 
extracurricular offerings

Keeping fine arts part of a 
well-rounded education

Meeting each child where they 
are & helping them to grow

Paider notches 
milestone for  
UW-La Crosse

Former Neenah High School standout 
JJ Paider reached a career milestone for 
the UW-La Crosse men’s basketball team 
on Saturday. 

Paider scored a career-high 29 points to 
reach 1,000 points in his career with the 
Eagles. He becomes the 20th player in pro-
gram history to accomplish the feat. 

Paider, who is averaging 16 points and 
9.1 rebounds this season, is a two-time 
first-team all-WIAC selection who has 
started every game the past two seasons 
for La Crosse. He was named the Divi-
sion III Co-Newcomer of the Year by the 
WBCA as a freshman.

Paider was a member of Neenah’s 2022 
State Championship team where he aver-
aged 11.7 points per game.

We’ve moved!!!  
The Neenah News offices  

are now located at  
1220 S. Commercial St.

210 W. Wisconsin Ave Neenah, WI 54956
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With deep ties to Neenah and decades of trusted service, Kessler 
Fahrenkrug Funeral Home makes honoring your loved one a personal 
and meaningful experience.  Contact us to plan a service that honors 
your loved one’s unique life.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, WI 54956            
920 722 6464  |  kesslerfh.com

Your Family’s  
Wishes, Our  
Commitment 

Prep sports roundup
BOYS BASKETBALL

Hot-shooting Rockets 
down Stevens Point

Neenah knocked down 14 3-pointers 
and shot 70 percent from behind the arc 
to spark a 72-57 win over visiting Stevens 
Point in a nonconference contest on Tues-
day. 

It was the 300th career victory for Neen-
ah head coach Lee Rabas. He is also three 
wins away from having 200 career wins at 
Neenah.

The win snapped a two-game losing skid 
for the Rockets, who had dropped five of 
their last six games entering the contest.

Jackson Rindt led the barrage for Neen-
ah, hitting 7-of-9 of his 3-point attempts 
to finish with a season-high 21 points. 
Nick Schultz added four 3-pointers and 
totaled 14 points to go along with six as-
sists in the win. 

Jacob Jungwirth also reached double 
figures with 10 points and grabbed a team-
high nine rebounds in the win.

The Rockets led 33-23 at halftime. 
Neenah was coming off a tough loss 

to Appleton North where it was held to 
a season-low point total in a 44-26 loss 
last Friday. Schultz led the team with 10 
points.

Zephyrs lock down  
Hilbert for win

St. Mary Catholic pulled away in the 
second half to earn a 59-45 win at Hilbert 
on Monday night.

The game was tied at 27 at halftime, but 
the Zephyrs held the Wolves to just 18 
points in the second half to earn the win. 

Mason Uhlenbrauck paced St. Mary 
Catholic with 18 points, while Dylan 
Brenn finished with 15 points and nine 
rebounds. 

The Zephyrs were coming off a 72-64 
loss at home to fourth-ranked Reedsville 
last Friday. 

Uhlenbrauck finished 7-of-7 from the 

free-throw line and tallied 26 points in the 
win. 

Luke Fairweather added 12 points and 
Tarver Trinkner finished with 11 points 
for the Zephyrs.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Rockets collect FVA  
win over Lightning

Three players finished in double figures 
as Neenah toppled Appleton North 64-53 
in a Fox Valley Association contest last 
Friday. 

Rowan Klesmit led the Rockets with 17 
points, while also leading the team with 
seven rebounds. Ellie Buss and Farrah 
Danforth each added 15 points in the win. 

Neenah had a strong night at the free-
throw line in the win, finishing 25-of-30 in 
the contest. 

The Rockets suffered a 66-50 loss to 
Waunakee on Monday afternoon in a 
matchup of teams ranked in the top 10 in 
Division 1. 

Klesmit hit four 3-pointers and finished 
with 16 points to lead the Rockets. She 
also grabbed a team-high nine rebounds. 

Danforth added 13 points and Alissa 
Ebel chipped in seven points and three 
assists.

Zephyrs bounce  
back from first loss

St. Mary Catholic had no trouble dis-
patching Hilbert on Tuesday night, col-
lecting a 73-12 win over the visiting 
Wolves in a Big East Conference game. 

The Zephyrs led 53-10 at halftime and 
then held Hilbert to just two points in the 
second half. 

Autumn Crowe scored 18 points to 
lead the way for the Zephyrs, who had 11 
different players score in the game. Luci 
Nackers added 13 points, while Bitsy Mc-
Cauley and Piper Neubauer each finished 
with eight. 

The win came after the Zephyrs suffered 
a 73-57 loss to Oostburg in a Big East 

crossover game. The undefeated Dutch-
men are ranked No. 1 in Division 3, while 
the Zephyrs are the No. 2 ranked team in 
Division 4.

Crowe had a huge game against Oost-
burg, totaling 34 points, while also leading 
the team with six rebounds. 

Gabby Guerrero also reached double 
figures with 10 points, while McCauley 
finished with seven points for St. Mary 
Catholic. 
BOYS HOCKEY

Rockets fall on  
road to Tritons

Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha surren-
dered a couple of early goals and never 
recovered in a 7-4 loss to Green Bay No-

tre Dame, in a matchup of two of the top 
teams in the state. 

The Tritons scored twice in the first two 
minutes and led the entire way. 

Cartyr Simonson finished with two 
goals and an assist to lead the Rockets, 
whole Vinny Scholl and Liam Kelly also 
found the net for the Rockets. Preston 
Liedke also picked up an assist in the 
game for Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha. 

Matthew Nelson made 21 saves in the 
game. 
SWIMMING

Rockets dominate dual 
meet with Spartans

Neenah swept the top three places in 

See Prep roundup on Page 12

Limited Time Offer! 
10 Month Share Certificate at 4.15% APR. 
Minimum New Deposit $5,000.00 
Conditions Apply. 

Contact our 
office to 

learn more 
920.233.1140 
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(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems

• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Lighting Solutions • Much More 
Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773 
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, LLC

Licensed/Insured

Mike Gauger
ISA Certified Arborist (R)

WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Pruning – Removal
Stump Grinding

Commercial Snow Removal
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

 STORAGE UNITS INDOOR/OUTDOOR

GO TO COPPERROOFSTORAGE.COM 

TO BOOK YOUR SPACE

INDOOR/INDOOR/OUTDOOROUTDOOR

INDOOR/OUTDOOR

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

Gutter Helmet never 
clean your gutters 

again. Lifetime 
transferable warranty.

Installs over new or existing gutters. Most 
trusted brand for 40 plus years. Over 60 

million feet installed. Financing Available.
Oshkosh to Milwaukee, Madison and Fond du Lac

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

Gutter Helmet never 
clean your gutters 

again. Lifetime 
transferable warranty.Installs over new or 

existing gutters. Most 
trusted brand for 40 
plus years. Over 60 

million feet installed. 
Financing Available.

*100 FEET MINIMUM. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions.

FFrreeee GGuutttteerr CClleeaanniinngg,, CCaallll ffoorr DDeettaaiillss
PPeerrmmaanneenntt SSoolluuttiioonn ttoo CCllooggggeedd GGuutttteerrss

FFiinnaanncciinngg OOppttiioonnss
3 Easy Payment Options: 
1122 MMoonntthhss SSaammee--AAss--CCaasshh 

66..9999%% FFiixxeedd RRaattee
55 oorr 77 YYeeaarrss

Call for Details!
920 -232-5600

Lifetime Transferable Warranty
Installs over new or existing gutters
Most Trusted Brand for 40+ Years
Over 60 million feet installed

www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Fi i O ti

15 % off 
up to

$1,500.00
*

We are 
YOUR Local 

‘Ink Link’ 
for ALL 

Print Projects!

• Holiday Cards
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• Graduation Cards
• Copies, Brochures
• Flyers, Posters
• & MORE!

920-582-4541920-582-4541
908 E Main • Winneconne908 E Main • Winneconne
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.commaekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

Standard & Custom Designs

Senior Standout is brought to you by:

Wrestling has unique impact on Rockets’ Ennis
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Jaxon Ennis’ story with the Neenah 
wrestling team isn’t that different than 
many of those who have taken the mats 
before him.

He wrestled in the lighter weights as a 
freshman and struggled against some of 
the more experienced opponents. As he 
grew in the program, the more mat time 
improved his wrestling skills, while his 
dedication in the weight room added to 
his strength and physicality. 

And now that his senior season has 
rolled around, he’s entrenched in the 
lineup at one of the middle-weight spots, 
has already cranked out more than 20 
wins on the year and is serving as one of 
the team’s captains. 

It’s not an unusual route for the majori-
ty of wrestlers in the program. Except for 
one detail. 

“I started high school as a freshman 
when I was 13 years old and I’m going to 
graduate in a couple months at age 16,” 
Ennis said before a practice earlier this 
week. “I’ve been advanced academically 
my whole life.”

Ennis made the jump from kindergar-
ten to second grade at the start of his 
schooling days and then spent five years 
at the Odyssey/Magellan Magnet School 
in Appleton. 

He returned to the Neenah school 
district for eighth grade and then transi-
tioned to high school the following year. 

“I don’t remember 100 percent how I 
saw myself, but I knew my parents and 
my teachers thought my brain was differ-
ent,” Ennis said. “I don’t think I fully un-
derstood what was going on when they 
had me skip a grade. I just thought it was 
a cool thing I could brag about.”

But, returning to a public school – es-
pecially one with the size of Neenah – 

wasn’t the easiest of transitions. 
“In addition to being a lot younger, I 

didn’t really know anybody. I didn’t have 
a strong friend group in eighth grade,” 
Ennis said. “Wrestling was the only way 
I knew people.”

For Ennis, wrestling was not only a 
sport he had a passion for but also a bea-
con of comfort in the challenging social 

arena of being in high school. 
He was immediately accepted on the 

Neenah wrestling mats and he credits 
the seniors and captains on the squad for 
helping him feel comfortable. 

“The seniors, especially the captains 
did a good job of keeping me involved 
and making sure I didn’t feel discluded 
from the group,” Ennis said. “The team, 

they kind of became friends. I had people 
outside of the team I was friends with as 
a freshman, but no one I would consider 
my second family like the wrestling team. 
If it wasn’t for the seniors and captains 
that year, I’m not sure it would have been 
like that.”

The comfort he felt with his teammates 
pushed him to want to compete for the 
Rockets. 

There was an issue, though. Ennis ad-
mits he was small for his age then – which 
was about two years younger than a usual 
freshman. So when he was taking the mat 
that season, he was doing so at a sizeable 
disadvantage. 

“I was under 80 pounds when I was 
freshman,” said Ennis, who wrestled in 
the 106-pound division his first season. 
“I was giving up quite a lot of weight 
back then. It gave me a lot of adversity 
but in the end, it made me a lot stron-
ger of a person mentally and physically. I 
wouldn’t change it if I had a choice.”

Ennis finished his freshman season 
with a 7-19 record but there would be 
brighter days ahead. 

Still wrestling at 106 pounds as a soph-
omore, Ennis posted 28 wins and earned 
a trip to the sectional tournament, but 
lost his first match. He added another 
26 wins to his career total last year while 
wrestling at 120 pounds and finished 
third at the sectional tournament – one 
place away from advancing to the state 

Senior Standout

Neenah News

Neenah senior Jaxon Ennis will graduate from Neenah High School at age 16 and has devel-
oped from an undersized freshman into a team captain for the Rockets. 

See Senior Standout on Page 11

We’re Ready To 
Help 24/7

920-260-6660 
911restorationoshkosh.com

The blueprint for your “Fresh Start” 
is just a phone call away. 

RESTORATION SERVICES
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Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 

1-844-406-2647 today!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-920-3533

For Sale JD Payloader 544H Bucket & Snow 
pusher Only 5500 hrs. Immaculate. Only 

$49,500 920-878-0005 No VM, Keep trying.

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 

talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-748-6332

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-294-2679 

today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, social and stress-free travel 

designed for mature travelers. Our tours 
include accommodations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance 

fees, a professional Tour Director and select 
meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 on all 

tours. Call YMT today. 1-877-884-0443

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Obituaries
Pearly Seeley Voigtschild
Pearly Seeley Voigtschild, age 97, passed 

away on Monday, January 12, 2026, at the 
Edenbrook Apple-
ton retirement home. 
Pearly was born on 
May 2, 1928, in New 
Lisbon, Wisconsin. 
She spent much of 
her life on a small 
farm near Winchester, 
Wisconsin, where she 

cultivated a sense of independence and re-
silience. Pearly founded and successfully 
operated Pearl’s Wishy Washy laundromat 
and mending business in Winneconne for 
many years, becoming a valued member 
of the local community.

Pearly cherished time spent with her fam-
ily and found joy in home redecorating and 
sewing projects. She also enjoyed taking bus 
trips with her friends, embracing opportu-
nities for adventure and companionship. 
Throughout her life, Pearly was known for 
her fierce independence and strong spirit.

Pearly was united in marriage to Russell 
Seeley, with whom she shared 51 years 
until his passing in 1995. In 2001, she 
married Willard Voigtschild, remaining 
together until his passing in 2012. Pearly 
was preceded in death by her eight-year-

old daughter Minnie Jane, her parents 
John and Alice Fike and her siblings: The-
odore, Stella, Goldie, Art, Chester, Dewey, 
Leo, Josephine, Acy, and Ethel.

She is survived by her sons: Larry (Glo-
ria) Seeley and Kenneth (Sandra) Seeley; 
and her daughter, Bonnie (Dave) Reyn-
olds. She leaves behind five grandchil-
dren: Kevin ( Julie) and Ryan (Krissy) 
Seeley, Aaron (Toni) and Amber Bren-
nand, and Crystal Seeley. Pearly’s legacy 
continues through her four great-grand-
children: Kaitlyn (Rajay) Graham, Tyler 
Seeley, Warren Seeley, and Ella Seeley, as 
well as other family and friends.

The Funeral Service for Pearly will 
be held at 3:00 PM on Friday, January 
23, 2026 at Kessler Fahrenkrug Funeral 
Home, 304 S. Commercial Street, Neen-
ah, Wisconsin 54956.  The Visitation will 
be held from 2:00 PM until the hour of 
the Service at the funeral home. Interment 
will take place at Resthaven Cemetery.

The family extends their sincere grati-
tude to the staff at Edenbrook retirement 
home, the nurses from Bristol Hospice, 
and Oshkosh Family, Inc., for their com-
passionate care of our mother.

Marjorie Berrig
Marjorie “Midge” Berrig, 86, passed 

away in Neenah, Wisconsin on January 
18, 2026. She was born in Oshkosh, Wis-
consin on October 1, 1939, to Elwin R.D. 
Sr. and Dorothy (Clark) Elsworth. 

 She married David A. Berrig on May 4, 
1957, in Oshkosh, WI and together they 
had 4 daughters. Midge worked at Hoff-
master for 37 years until her retirement. 
She loved doing cross-stitch, word search-
es and enjoying a good old-fashioned. She 
often went to the cabin up north and in her 
younger years and traveled a lot to Texas, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee as well as going 
on casino trips with friends and family.

Midge is survived by her daughters, Pa-
tricia Owen, Peggy McHugh, Paula Qual-
ley and Pamela (Doug) Van Ryzin; grand-

children, Heather, Holly, Stacy, Samantha, 
Shannon, Megan, Carmen, Caitlen, Gena, 
Jennifer and Craig; and many great-grand-
children; best friends, Vicky and Ceil; as 
well as many cousins, nieces and nephews.

Preceding her in death were her hus-
band, David Berrig; special friend, Jack; 
parents, Elwin and Dorothy; sister, Patri-
cia Nichols; brother, Elwin Elsworth Jr.; 
grandson, Joshua; and son-in-law, Sam 
McHugh.

Per her wishes, no formal services will 
be held. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donat-
ing to the American Diabetes Association 
or planting a tree in her honor.

tournament. 
Now, as a senior, making it to Madison 

and getting a chance to compete inside 
the Kohl Center at the state tournament 
is something he is focused on. 

“My end season goal is to place at the 
state tournament, not just qualify. I think 
I’m on a trajectory to do that,” Ennis said. 
“Age wise, I am still not fully as old as the 
upperclassmen. Physically, in the offsea-
son I spent a lot of time in the weight 
room and that helped me put on some of 
the physical muscle I was lacking. Even 
though I’m younger, I tend to be stronger 
than most of the kids I wrestle.”

Just as important as what he’s doing on 
the mat, Ennis is proud to be one of the 
captains of this year’s team. 

With the appreciation of those who 
were captains when he was a freshman as 
well as the last two seasons, Ennis wants 

to excel in that leadership role as much as 
he wants to rack up wins.

“It’s meant a lot,” Ernnis said of being 
a captain. “That was my goal even before 
I ever thought I would be able to be a 
state-level wrestler. I wanted to be a cap-
tain, seeing how they impacted me.”

Ennis, whose sister Greenlee is wres-
tling for the Neenah girls team, had ac-
tually hoped to be a two-year captain for 
the squad but was not selected as a junior 
last season. 

It didn’t deter him from seeking the 
role this season. 

“That was a hard moment for me but it 
let me know where I had to be as a leader 
and I realized I wasn’t quite there yet. It 
helped me take the steps to improve my 
leadership,” Ennis said. “It was a good 
thing I wasn’t one last year so I could be 
as good as I can this year.”

Ennis’ background could certainly 
serve as an inspiration for the younger 
wrestlers on the team.

“I’m fairly certain everyone in here 

knows (my age),” Ennis said. “Maybe 
there is one or two freshmen that don’t 
know me well enough but I’ve tried my 
hardest to get to know everyone and 
through that, they have gotten to know 
me.”

Even though his high school wrestling 
career is coming toward the end, he’s not 
ready to step away from the sport. 

Although he hasn’t fully commit-
ted yet, he’s leaning toward attending 
UW-Stevens Point next fall and joining 
the Pointers’ wrestling team. 

“I think I will always find a way to get 
back to the sport in whatever way possi-
ble,” Ennis said. “If I’m still in the Neenah 
area, I would definitely hope to be a part 
of the Neenah program when I’m older 
– I’m not sure in what way – but I don’t 
ever plan on leaving the sport behind.”

While attending UW-Stevens Point, 
Ennis is also planning on starting down 
the difficult career path of becoming a 
medical professional. 

From a young age, Ennis envisioned 

being a surgeon – and that may be is 
landing spot – but wants to explore the 
options the medical field has to offer. 

“Now that it’s getting closer to the time 
to make these decisions, I’m not 100 per-
cent being a surgeon is what I want,” En-
nis said. “But I do want to be some kind 
of doctor or health care professional so I 
can help people and save lives.”

Becoming any type of health care pro-
fessional is no easy task and there are 
plenty of obstacles that Ennis will have to 
overcome to get there. 

However, the hurdles he’s overcome to 
get to where he is in the Neenah wrestling 
room will certainly give him the strength 
for what awaits him in the future. 

“Work ethic, dedication and mental 
toughness are the biggest things I can 
take from wrestling. I don’t think I’ve had 
to work as hard at something in my life as 
much as I’ve worked at wrestling,” Ennis 
said. “I think that will transfer over for 
the rest of my life.”

Senior Standout
from Page 10

Beverly Kathryn Wintheiser
Beverly Kathryn Wintheiser was born 

July 11, 1931 in Milwaukee, WI. She grad-
uated from Marquette 
University with a B.A. 
degree in Early Ed-
ucation. She taught 
in elementary school 
briefly but enjoyed 
teaching continuing 
education classes lat-
er in life. She adored 

poetry and was an avid reader and writer. 
Her interest in antiques led to a retirement 
hobby and a cookie cutter collection that 
led to many sweet memories at the holi-
days. Being a lifelong resident of Wiscon-
sin, she enjoyed a good brandy old fash-
ioned with friends and family. She met her 
husband, Tom, when they were cast oppo-
site each other in a high school play their 
sophomore year. After 7 years of dating, 
they were married on August 22, 1953 
and have spent 72 wonderful years togeth-
er. She lived a beautiful life with Tom, in-
cluding multiple trips to Europe, cruises in 
the Mediterranean, down the Mississippi 
River and the eastern seaboard, and many 
excursions throughout the United States. 
Their love and commitment to each other 
is an inspiration to all. 

Bev often said her greatest joy was being 
a homemaker and raising seven children: 
Paul (Sue), Cathy (Fred) Maslow, Mark 
(Linda), Carl ( Jody), Steve (Robin), Dan 
( Joan) and Jan (Brian) Bernhardt. She was 
preceded in death by her son Mark, her 
brother Harold, and her parents, Nicholas 
and Clara. She used to laugh and say that 
her epitaph should be “Charge Ahead!” 
Her strong, assertive and loving person-
ality was an inspiration to her 7 children, 

14 grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchil-
dren. She was well loved and will be deep-
ly missed. 

Bev died on January 19th, 2026, at the 
age of 94. The family wants to thank Jes-
sica, Brooke, Ericka and Cathy of Aurora 
Hospice at Home who were a comfort to 
Bev and her family. Funeral arrangements 
are being handled by Fiss & Bills-Poklasny 
Funeral Home. Visitation and funeral ser-
vice will be at St. Raphael the Archangel 
Catholic Church, 830 S. Westhaven Drive, 
Oshkosh, WI on Tuesday, February 3, 
2026 with visitation beginning at 9:30 
AM and Mass at 11:00 AM. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to: Donate - Evergreen Retire-
ment Community Evergreen Retire-
ment Community, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://
www.evergreenoshkosh.com/do 
nate__;!!H9nueQsQ!6B1lOMQZIFLL 
lU3HPc2LTchLkOeajVSKsrlzV18ppLn 
pAvmq9VgowS9y_rg1p--HnCulYGI 
JWQIqA8ljodYD1JM$ 

-Or-
St. Raphael | Give St. Raphael the 

Archangel Catholic Church, Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. https://urldefense.com/
v3/__https://www.parish.office@ra 
phael.org__;!!H9nueQsQ!6B1lOMQZI 
FLLlU3HPc2LTchLkOeajVSKsrlzV18p 
pLnpAvmq9VgowS9y_rg1p--HnCulYGI 
JWQIqA8ljrKt31Ms$ . 

Fiss & Bills - Poklasny Funeral Homes
865 S Westhaven Dr.
Oshkosh, WI 54904
(920)-235-1170

To advertise in the Neenah News,  
call 920-486-1616. 
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an ICE notification, as some are legally in 
the country.

Of the 151 notifications, 62 involved 
individuals who were flagged for ICE 
during their initial court appearances at 
the Winnebago County courthouse. The 
remaining notifications came from arrests 
made elsewhere in the county, including 
23 by Oshkosh Police, 17 by WCSO, 13 
by Fox Crossing Police, and nine each by 
Neenah and Menasha police. The arrests 
were for local offenses and the individuals 
were later identified as potentially subject 
to federal immigration review.

Immigration detainers can be issued for 
a variety of reasons, including individuals 
who are not legally in the U.S., have over-
stayed visas, are already under removal 
proceedings, have outstanding federal 
immigration warrants, or are legally in 
the U.S. for refuge but may face removal if 
convicted of a crime.

Ten of the 17 immigration detainers 
issued in Winnebago County in 2025 in-
volved individuals from Mexico, accord-
ing to WCSO. Two detainers involved 
individuals from Nicaragua, two from 
Honduras, and one each from Romania, 
Guinea and Sudan.

Seven of the 17 people with immigra-
tion detainers were charged with oper-
ating while intoxicated (OWI), meaning 
about 41% of the county’s detainers in-
volved individuals whose contact with law 

enforcement stemmed from OWI offens-
es rather than other criminal activity.

The remaining detainers involved 
people booked for charges that includ-
ed receiving stolen property, retail theft, 
disorderly conduct, domestic violence, 
battery or threat to an officer, resisting 
or obstructing, fleeing 
or eluding, probation 
holds, or warrants 
from other counties for 
failure to appear.

The most serious 
charges among Win-
nebago County’s im-
migration detainers 
in 2025 involved two 
men born in Mexi-
co who were living in Menasha: Alberto 
Castillo-Serrano, 22, and Fernando Ale-
jo-Tiburcio, 20. They are accused of stab-
bing one roommate and injuring another 
during an argument on Dec. 20. Both 
men are charged with attempted first-de-
gree intentional homicide, first-degree 
recklessly endangering safety, aggravated 
battery causing great bodily harm, and 
substantial battery, and are being held on 
$250,000 bond.

ICE lodges immigration detainers af-
ter officers establish probable cause that 
someone is removable, often following a 
criminal conviction, and usually when the 
person is considered a public safety or na-
tional security threat, the agency says on 
its website. 

District Attorney Eric Sparr, however, 
noted that ICE can technically take cus-

tody at almost any point after someone 
is arrested, even while the person is still 
going through criminal proceedings, and 
that the timing of deportation is largely 
out of local control. Sparr said he spoke 
with a district attorney in another state 
who was having issues with defendants 
being deported before trial on fairly seri-
ous charges.

“That can sometimes be a problem, be-
cause likely a warrant would remain out 
for the person on the new criminal case, 
and if the person at some point comes 
back here, we might have issues being able 
to prove the case due to witnesses we have 
lost contact with, or other issues,” he said.

On the other hand, Sparr said early 
removal can reduce the amount of time 
someone spends in local custody, freeing 
up resources in the short term.

As of Jan. 16, 19 Wisconsin counties 
had agreements with ICE under the feder-
al 287(g) program, which allows trained 
local deputies to perform certain immi-
gration enforcement functions under ICE 
oversight. 

Sheriff John Matz said WCSO partici-
pates in the 287(g) program through the 
Warrant Service Officer model, which 
authorizes deputies to serve federal immi-
gration detainers and administrative war-
rants on noncitizens already in custody 
after local charges or sentences have been 
resolved. Under the program, officers 
identify and process removable nonciti-
zens in custody.

“What I see in the numbers is not a mass 
deportation,” Matz said at the Jan. 5 meet-

ing. “What I see is a select number of indi-
viduals detained by ICE. What happens to 
them when they’re detained by ICE and 
that deportation process, I don’t know. I 
mean, I don’t understand the whole pro-
cess after that.”

Matz said that 16 deputies completed 
required training and were credentialed 
as Warrant Service Officers in 2025. The 
training was completed online during 
duty hours and carried no financial incen-
tives.

Corrections Captain Amber Rozek said 
the program came “at no cost” to WCSO 
because ICE provided the training, but 
Supervisor Kate Hancock-Cooke noted 
at the meeting that 16 officers still spent 
seven hours each on duty completing the 
online course, totaling 112 hours.

WCSO also participates in the federal 
State Criminal Alien Assistance Program 
(SCAAP), which reimburses states and 
local governments for certain incarcera-
tion costs related to undocumented indi-
viduals with qualifying criminal convic-
tions. Rozek said WCSO has participated 
in the program for more than 25 years.

SCAAP funds are deposited into the 
county’s jail assessment fund and are used 
for inmate-related expenses such as hy-
giene products, clothing, linens and recre-
ational items. The sheriff ’s office reported 
an average annual SCAAP award of about 
$20,196 per year over the past five years. 

Matz said that WCSO’s immigration 
enforcement efforts are limited to individ-
uals already in custody and do not involve 
street-level immigration enforcement. 

ICE transfers
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Matz

three individual events and rolled to a 
130-51 win over Oshkosh North/Lourdes 
on Tuesday. 

Gage Jensen, Owen Klawikowski and 
Oliver Searles went 1-2-3 in the 200-yard 
freestyle, followed by a sweep of the top 
three places in the 200-yard individual 
medley by Ryker Zarda, Ryland LaPean 
and Joseph Van Handel, respectively. 

The Rockets also grabbed the top three 
places in the 100-yard butterfly with Gide-
on Benner taking first, followed by Josh 
Powell and Klawikowski. 

Burke Wendell and Ben Munson added 
a 1-2 finish in the 50-yard freestyle, while 
Benner and Crawford Pfeifle finished first 
and second, respectively, in the 100-yard 
backstroke. 

Zarda in the 100-yard freestyle and 
Wendell in the 500-yard freestyle also 
added wins, while Searles picked up a sec-
ond place in the 100-yard breaststroke.

Neenah also finished first and second in 
all three relays. 

Neenah takes team  
title as invite hosts

The Rockets finished first in two events 
and walked away with the team title 
among the seven teams at the Neenah 
Sprint Invitational on Saturday. 

Ryker Zarda led three Neenah swim-
mers in the top five in winning the 50-yard 
backstroke at the meet. Jack Kippa was 
fourth and Gage Jensen took fifth. 

Kippa, Josh Powell, Gideon Benner and 
Ben Munson then teamed up to win the 
100-yard medley relay for the Rockets. 

Burke Wendell notched a pair of run-
ner-up finishes, taking second in both the 
100-yard individual medley and 50-yard 
backstroke, while Benner was third in the 
25-yard freestyle and fourth in the 100-
yard freestyle.

Zarda was also third in the 100-yard 
freestyle. 

Other top finishes for the Rockets 

were: Jensen, fifth in the 25-yard freestyle; 
Owen Klawikowski, seventh in the 50-
yard butterfly; Josh Searles, seventh in the 
Josh Searles; and Kippa, eighth in the 100-
yard freestyle. 

Neenah was also second in the 200-yard 
medley relay and fourth in the 200-yard 
freestyle relay. 
GIRLS WRESTLING

Kurszewski leads  
Rockets at challenge 

Kylee Kurszewski finished second at 
126 pounds to lead the Rockets at the 
Warrior Women’s Challenge meet hosted 
by Wausau East. 

Kurszewski notched two pins and a 
technical fall to reach the final but lost to 
undefeated Madilyn Peach of Milton in 
the title match. 

Amari Richard picked up a fourth-place 
finish at 132 pounds and Ava Armatti was 
sixth at 138 pounds. 
BOYS WRESTLING

Rockets win two  
duals at FVA quad

Neenah rolled to easy wins over Fond 
du Lac and Appleton West but dropped 
a dual meet to powerhouse Kaukauna at a 
Fox Valley Association event held in Kau-
kauna last week. 

The Rockets scored a 68-12 win over 
the Cardinals with Carson Finch (106), 
Broden Butzke (113), Henley Pruchnofs-
ki (126), Castin Tiedt (132), Dane Gran-
ditzke (144), Declan Epley (150), Declan 
Koch (175) and Willy Brucks (285) earn-
ing pins. Joaquin Quinonez won by a ma-
jor decision in the match, while Landon 
Tennessen (120), Landen Sheppard 
(165) and Kaden Roth (190) each won 
by forfeit.

In a 77-3 win over the Terrors, the Rock-
ets got pins from Tennessen, Granditzke, 
Epley, Sheppard (157), Connor Simons 
(175), Roth, Brayden Millbrodt (215) 
and Brucks. Jaxon Ennis (138) won by 
technical fall, while Butzke, Pruchnofski, 

Prep roundup
from Page 9

Tiedt and Koch (165) each won by forfeit. 
Sheppard with a major decision win at 

157 pounds and Koch with a technical fall 
at 165 pounds were the only winners for 
Neenah in a 64-9 loss to the Ghosts.

Four Rockets win titles at Blackshirt In-
vite

Neenah crowned four individual cham-
pions en route to taking the team title at 
the 22-team Ken Heine Blackshirt Invita-
tional hosted by Waukesha North on Sat-
urday. 

Landen Sheppard finished 4-0 with 
three pins to win the crown at 157 pounds, 
beating Ben Lauer of Waukesha North, 
7-2, in the title match.  

Declan Koch also had three pins in 
his four victories while capturing the 
165-pound title with a 10-6 win over Mil-
ton’s Gage Gross in the title match. 

At 190 pounds, Kaden Roth won the 
title for Neenah, winning all four of his 
matches by pin, three in the first period, 
and stopped Cudahy’s Troy Freimark in 
1:43 for the title. 

Brayden Millbrodt rounded out the 
Neenah champions by winning the 
215-pound division. He stopped Green-
dale’s Deacon Ward in 55 seconds in the 
title match to finish 3-0 with a pair of pins. 

Broden Butzke (113), Steven Czechans-
ki (126), Jaxon Ennis (138) and Willy 
Brucks (285) each finished second on the 
day for the Rockets, while Garrett Nedens 
(126), Cashtin Tiedt (132) and Joaquin 
Quinonez (157) each placed third on the 
day.

The Rockets finished with 298.5 points 
to easily outdistance runner-up Milton, 
who totaled 179.5 points in the meet.

Do you love the
Neenah News?

Looking for ways to support the work we do?

It’s easy!
Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their ad in the
Neenah News.


