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With decades of advocacy handling complex and hard-to-win cases,

Attorney George Curtis will fight for you. You have a right to be heard.
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We take TOUGH cases.

New high school club connects different generations
By Dave Gill
News Contributor

They may be separated by 70 years of age 
or so, but when a group of Neenah High 
School students make it a mission to reach 
out to older generations for meaningful 
interaction, it becomes evident that they 
have something very much in common 
with their elders: the thirst to learn from 
each other.

Last year around winter break, a group 
of NHS students created a new club called 
Senior Smiles in an effort to bring younger 
and older generations together for social 
interaction and mutual learning opportu-
nities.

“Our goal is to make a lasting impact in 
many ways, and interviewing seniors has 
become one of the most rewarding parts of 
our work,” said club president and junior 
Olivia Bushman. “At school we have some-

thing called ‘Star Time,’ where we will host 
presentations of our interviews” to other 
interested students.

According to Bushman, there are about 
40 members participating in Senior Smiles, 
among those being fellow founding mem-
bers and juniors Evelyn Buss and Delilah 
Hein as well as senior Hayden Ahlswede.

“People forget how special it is to con-
nect with the older generations to take in 
their knowledge and wisdom that can be 
passed down,” said Buss during a Senior 
Smiles gathering Sunday at the Highlands 
at Mahler Park in Neenah.

In addition to interviewing seniors at 
facilities such as the Highlands, Hein men-
tioned that the Senior Smiles club has also 
organized playing bingo at CopperStone 
Assisted Living in Fox Crossing, a Packers 

Photo by Dave Gill

Seated from left to right are Highlands at Mahler Park resident Catriona Mackinnon, Catrio-
na’s friend Mory Wrase, Highlands employee Debbie Griffith, and residents Werner Kuehn and 
his brother Hasso Kuehn. Standing behind them, left to right, are Neenah High School Senior 
Smiles Club members Evelyn Buss, Delilah Hein, Hayden Ahlswede and Olivia Bushman.See Senior Smiles on Page 8
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Winter fun
Families enjoy roasting marshmallows, sledding and warming up with hot chocolate Saturday during the Washington Park Win-
ter Festival, an annual event put on by Neenah Parks and Recreation that celebrates outdoor winter fun for all ages.

Lighthouse fundraiser reaches goal
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The City of Neenah has reached its 
$280,000 fundraising goal for the resto-
ration and preservation of the historic 
Kimberly Point Lighthouse.

The city announced last week that more 
than 140 donors, referred to as “Beacon 
Keepers,” supported the project and an 

anonymous donor established a perpetu-
al care fund for the lighthouse. The fund 
will provide long-term financial support 
to maintain and preserve the lighthouse 
so that it remains a feature of Neenah’s wa-
terfront. 

“This is a great moment for our com-
munity,” said Mayor Jane Lang. “Reaching 
our fundraising goal and securing a per-

petual care fund ensures that the Kimber-
ly Point Lighthouse will continue to shine 
as a symbol of Neenah’s history, pride, and 
commitment to preservation.”

The lighthouse overlooks the headwa-
ters of the Fox River and Lake Winneba-
go. The total estimated cost of renova-

See Goal met on Page 7
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Connecting Neenah through local news
When we were first invited to consider 

launching a local newspaper in Neenah, 
the message from community members 
was simple and powerful: every neigh-
boring community had a trusted local 
paper — why not Neenah?

Neenah is a city defined by civic pride 
and community involvement. Being wel-
comed into this community and trusted 
with telling its stories was an honor we 
did not take lightly.

From the beginning, the Neenah News 
was created to deliver accurate, relevant 
reporting on the issues that affect daily 
life — from city government and schools 
to business growth, community events and 
the people who make Neenah unique.

That same belief led to the creation of 
Winnebago Media Group.

Winnebago Media Group brings togeth-
er the Neenah News, Oshkosh Herald and 
Winneconne News to clearly explain why 
independent, local journalism matters and 
to help communities who value it under-
stand how to support it.

In Winnebago County, local news 

serves both a local and a connective role. 
Countywide issues affect all of us, while 
city-focused reporting ensures each 
community maintains its own voice. The 
Neenah News is committed to striking 
that balance.

One of our earliest commitments was 
accessibility. Today, the Neenah News 
is mailed free to 100 percent of homes 
in the 54956 ZIP code, ensuring every 
household has access to trusted local 
information.

That access matters — but it also 
comes with rising costs. Printing, postage 
and journalism require ongoing invest-
ment. Through Winnebago Media Group, 
we are being transparent about those 
realities and inviting readers, businesses 

and community leaders to help sustain 
local journalism so the paper can remain 
free in this market.

Local leaders understand the value of 
that connection.

As Tim M. Bergstrom, CEO and Pres-
ident of Bergstrom Automotive, shared, 
“Community newspapers don’t just 
report the news — they help build, pro-
tect and celebrate the community itself. 
Neenah News helps ensure our special 
community stays connected and strong 
for future generations.”

Independent, local journalism strength-
ens civic life. It encourages informed par-
ticipation and preserves the stories that 
define a community. Through Winnebago 
Media Group, we are recommitting to 
that mission and creating clearer ways for 
those who value it to support it.

Thank you for welcoming the Neenah 
News into your homes. I hope you’ll 
continue to read, share and support local 
journalism as we move forward together.

Karen Schneider 
Publisher, Winnebago Media Group

 

Friday, Jan. 16
Friendly Puzzle Competition, 6 p.m., 

Fox Crossing Community Center, 1000 
Valley Road

Valley Christian Middle School The-
atre presents The Snow White Variety 
Show, 7 p.m., Calvary Bible Church, 
1450 Oakridge Road

Saturday, Jan. 17
First Coffee Run of the season, 8 a.m., 

The Plaza and Globe Coffee, 229 W. 
Wisconsin Ave. 

New Springs Christian Academy 
Fundraiser, 10:45 a.m., Evolution Cycle 
Studio, 1350 W. American Drive

NHS Jazz Stompin’ at the Savoy, 7 
p.m., Neenah High School Performing 
Arts Center

Friday, Jan. 23 
Snowshoeing and Animal Tracking 

Hike, 1 p.m., Fox Crossing Municipal Com-
plex, 2000 Municipal Drive, Grades 1-5

Winter Skate Night, 4 p.m., The Plaza 
and Globe Coffee, 229 W. Wisconsin Ave. 

Batsu Dinner and Comedy Show, 6 
p.m., Bridgewood Resort Hotel, 1000 
Cameron Way

Saturday, Jan. 24
Start Your Adventure, 10 a.m., Neen-

ah Public Library

Thursday, Jan. 29 
NHS Rocket Players presents “The 

Snow” by Finegan Kruckemeyer, 7 p.m., 
Neenah High School Black Box Theater

Friday, Jan. 30
Fox Crossing Parks & Recreation 

Daddy Daughter Winter Formal, 5:30 
p.m., Bridgewood Resort, 1000 Camer-
on Way

Z Cabaret, 7 p.m., Jane Bergstrom 
Fine Arts Education Center

NHS Rocket Players presents “The 
Snow” by Finegan Kruckemeyer, 7 p.m., 
Neenah High School Black Box Theater

Saturday, Jan. 31
Z Cabaret, 7 p.m., Jane Bergstrom 

Fine Arts Education Center
NHS Rocket Players presents “The 

Snow” by Finegan Kruckemeyer, 7 p.m., 
Neenah High School Black Box Theater

Calendar 
of events

$3 OFF YOUR NEXT 
$10 ORDER

Ad must be 
presented 
Valid through 

1-30-2026

920-886-3694
330 N. Commercial St., Neenah, WI. 

COMMUNITY REPORTER
Winneconne, WI

Oshkosh Herald LLC, publisher of Winneconne News, Oshkosh 
Herald and Neenah News, is seeking a full-time reporter to 
cover Winneconne and neighboring communities. 

This position is perfect for someone with good writing skills 
interested in reporting on the local community or an up-and-
coming talent. There’s a lot going on and topics of interest 
range from government, education, human interest, court/
crime and events.

The ideal candidate may have: 
• Reporting or newspaper experience.
• Ability to cultivate sources.
• Experience in finding potential stories without being 
assigned.
• Willingness to cover regular governmental meetings and fill 
in for other reporters when needed.
• Good photography skills.
• Good people skills.
• Self-motivated to report out the most important / 
interesting / fun stories in our coverage area, and hate 
missing out.

Apply by email with resume, references and copies or links to
2-5 writing samples to karen@oshkoshherald.com.

Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, Oshkosh WI 54901

Winnebago Media Group, Inc., formerly Oshkosh Herald 
LLC and the publisher of the Neenah News, Oshkosh Herald 
and Winneconne News, is seeking COMMUNITY REPORTERS to 
report on our communities. 

This position is perfect for someone with good writing skills 
interested in reporting on the community or an up-and-
coming talent wanting to make an impact locally. 
Former writers looking to return to the profession or people 
with prior school newspaper writing experience encouraged 
to apply. 
There’s a lot going on and topics of interest range from 
government, education, human interest, court/crime, events 
and more.

Our new team members are: 
• Seeking PT or FT employment
• Have reporting or writing experience
• Good people skills
• Self-motivated to seek out community interest stories, 
stories of impact and interest, and fun stories you hate 
missing out on. 

Apply by email with resume and copies or links to
2-5 writing samples to karen@oshkoshherald.com. 

Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, Oshkosh WI 54901

COMMUNITY REPORTERS
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It's never too early to start 
saving for tomorrow.
Let's talk.

Shane Zillmer, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Avenue
Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

> edwardjones.com

Neenah officers face lawsuit over arrest
Two defendants are 
now on Neenah’s force
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The City of Neenah discussed litigation 
Monday in closed session involving a law-
suit against three police officers – two of 
whom are now employed by Neenah – 
over alleged excessive force during an ar-
rest in Menasha in February 2023.

The lawsuit was filed by Cordell How-
ze, who was convicted 
in 2024 of first-degree 
intentional homicide, 
arson and being a fel-
on in possession of a 
firearm in the killing of 
31-year-old Milwaukee 
resident Cashay Hen-
derson. The case al-
leges that officers used 
excessive force during 
his arrest at Menasha’s 
Hart Park in February 
2023. Officers recov-
ered a handgun that 
Howze had with him 
during the arrest.

The arrest involved 
police from Neenah, 
Menasha and the Win-
nebago County Sher-
iff ’s Office. Neenah 

officers initiated a traffic stop on Howze’s 
vehicle and he fled into Menasha, exited 
the vehicle and walked into a nearby park. 
Body camera video of the arrest shows 
a police canine, Heimo, being released. 
Shortly after, the dog appears to bite a po-
lice officer, knocking him to the ground. 
Officers struggled to regain control of 
Heimo before he latched onto Howze. 
Multiple officers deployed tasers simulta-
neously while attempting to subdue How-
ze, and one officer struggled for nearly a 
minute to get the dog to release him.

Two of the officers named in the lawsuit 
are now employed by Neenah, while the 
third remains with Menasha. One of the 
current Neenah officers, Derrick Rotta, 
was previously investigated by Menasha 
police for alleged racist and sexist con-
duct, according to The Badger Project. 

The Badger Project obtained a 64-page 
internal report describing Rotta as “the 
most racist person at the police depart-
ment,” which included claims that he said 
Adolf Hitler had been “demonized” and 
wasn’t a bad guy, along with allegations of 
sexist and homophobic remarks. Rotta’s 
resignation agreement required Menasha 
to discontinue the investigation without 
issuing a formal conclusion.

A year before resigning from Menasha, 
Rotta fatally shot 43-year-old Kenneth 
Blevins in October 2023. Blevins was 
armed with two knives and advanced to-
ward Rotta as he exited a residence. Win-
nebago County District Attorney Eric 
Sparr later ruled that Rotta’s use of deadly 
force was justified. 

Rotta resigned from Menasha in Oc-
tober 2024 and was hired by Neenah in 
January 2025. Six months later, Neenah 
Police hired Jason Eake, another Menasha 
officer involved in the Howze arrest.

Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson told 
The Badger Project that Rotta has demon-
strated “exemplary conduct” while at 

Neenah and characterized comments he 
made while at Menasha as “gallows hu-
mor.” 

Olson told Neenah News last week 
that the department conducts “extremely 
thorough and comprehensive background 
investigations” on all officers, including 
polygraph and psychological exams.

“Based on the results of those evalua-
tions, I was and remain confident in the 
hiring of both Officer Rotta and Officer 
Eake,” Olson said. “Since hiring both of 
these officers, they have both been excep-
tional, and I have only received positive 
feedback from citizens and staff.”

Olson declined to answer questions 
about the lawsuit involving Rotta and 
Eake. 

The attorney representing the three offi-
cers in the Howze lawsuit is from the Mil-
waukee law firm Wirth & Baynard, which 
also represented Neenah in a 2015 federal 
civil rights case. In that incident, five peo-
ple held hostage at Eagle Nation Cycles 
alleged that police treated them like crim-
inals rather than victims, claiming they 
were detained and arrested without prob-

able cause or a warrant. A federal judge 
dismissed the lawsuit in 2023, ruling that 
the officers had qualified immunity.

City Attorney David Rashid said Neen-
ah is not providing legal defense to the 
officers named in the Howze lawsuit and 
does not anticipate financial liability re-
lated to it. He said the city met in closed 
session to discuss the lawsuit this week 
“because it involves pending litigation, 
wherein two of our current officers are 
named defendants.”

Eake

Rotta

Hiring Caring People 
JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS 

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benefits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767 

senior sbticleTM 
Home Care 

NEENAH     OSHKOSH

bergstromford.com

2025 Ford
F-150
Escape

*2025 Ford F-150 XLT. Up to 20% o� is an 
MSRP of $61,765; Example N25449. Sale price 
includes $7,604 dealer discount and $4750 Ford 
rebates (everyone qualifies).Tax, title, license 
and service fee ($399) extra. Ends 2/2/26.

*2025 Ford Escape PHEV. Up to 20% o� is an 
MSRP of $44,140; Example F255091. Sale price 
includes $2,584 dealer discount and $7,000 Ford 
rebates (everyone qualifies). Tax, title, license 
and service fee ($399) extra. Ends 2/2/26.

2025 Ford
Explorer

*Up to $5,500 o� is an MSRP of $49,455; Example F254963. Sale price 
includes $4,000 dealer discount and $1,500 Ford rebates (everyone 
qualifies).Tax, title, license and service fee ($399) extra. Ends 2/2/26.

XLT
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ACTIVE

20%
OFF MSRP

UP TO

$5,500
OFF MSRP

UP TO
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Extraordinary 
glass experiences

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH, WI
920.751.4658 |  BMMGL ASS.COM

A Gala & FUNraiser for 
Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass

Saturday, 
February 28, 2026 • 7–10pm

The Ballroom at 
The Reserve

116 South Commercial St., Neenah

Tickets:
bmmglass.com/the-crystal-ball

call 920.751.4658, or or scan:

Presented by

Crystal 
Ball

The

So  Hot , it’s Cool

Extraordinary 
glass experiences

What we do
TOGETHER is
EXTRAORDINARY!

BERGSTROM-MAHLER
MUSEUM OF GLASS
ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
FINAL WEEK!
With shrinking funding for the 
arts, your assistance is needed 
now more than ever.  Please 
support YOUR Museum’s annual 
fund drive and gift match of 
$40,000 by donating today!

Visit bmmglass.com/donate
or scan the QR code below:
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P.O. Box 355, Hortonville, WI 54944

Tailgate Party for the Big Game Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026
Doors Open at 11:00 a.m. at Bridgewood - 1000 Cameron Way, Neenah, WI

1st - Jordan Love Salute to Service Autographed Helmet
& Framed Military Jersey

2nd - Josh Jacobs Autographed Framed Jersey      3rd - $1000 Cash
4th - Getaway Weekend at Dillman’s Bay Resort, Minoqua, WI

5th - 4 Brewer Tickets to 2026 Opening Day
6th - 2 Packer Tickets to a 2026 Regular Season Home Game of Your Choice

7th - 4 Pack Dinner Cruise for Fin & Feather, Winneconne, WI
8th - $100 Cash     9th - $100 Cash     10th - $100 Cash

11th - $100 Cash     12th - $100 Cash

LIVE AUCTION 4:00 P.M.
BASKET RAFFLE & PRIZE DRAWING AT 5:00 P.M.

Tickets: 3/$100 or $50 Each
NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN

Tailgate Party for the Big Game
Autographs & Photos from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

with Gilbert Brown, Eddie Lacy & Chester Marcol
 Limited Tickets Sold

TO PURCHASE
TICKETS

Call 920-550-8824
Or Scan This QR CodeLic. No: R0001429-A-69136
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MICAH PARSONS 
AND TUCKER KRAFT 
SIGNED JERSEYS
+ more live
auction items!

Photo from St. Mary Catholic Schools

Robotics competition 
St. Mary Catholic High School was transformed Saturday into a robotics battlefield. 
The Zephyrs hosted area high schools including Neenah, Menasha, Winneconne and 
more for an annual VEX V5 robotics competition. Zephyrs Robotics is gearing up for 
the state competition, which will take place March 6 and March 7 in Green Bay.

Rocket Players presents winter play ‘The Snow’
Neenah News

Neenah High School’s Rocket Players 
will host four shows of “The Snow” by 
Finegan Kruckemeyer for its annual win-
ter play Jan. 29 to Feb. 1 in the school’s 
Black Box Theater.

Tickets are on sale at rocketplayers.
com. Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for 
students and seniors (online fees apply). 
Shows are Jan. 29 to Jan. 31 at 7 p.m. each 
night and at 2 p.m. Feb. 1. 

The show runs about 60-80 minutes and 
is described as “a delightful fable about 
community and connection.” 

When an epic snowfall imprisons the 
residents of the tiny village of Kishka, 
young Theodore Sutton proposes the vil-
lagers build a catapult to fling him and six 
of the village’s bravest and strongest out 
in search of a solution. The catapult hast-
ily assembled, Theodore and the heroes 
are launched over the snow and into the 
grandest of adventures. 

The description from the school said, 
“Whimsical and humorous, dark and 
mysterious, heartfelt and sincere, this play 
weaves a fantastical Grimmsian tale for 
the entire family.”

Scholarship applications are 
open for local trades students
Neenah News

Winneconne Thrift and Gift has opened 
applications for its 2026 scholarships, 
marking the sixth year the organization 
has partnered with the Oshkosh Area 
Community Foundation to support local 
students pursuing careers in the trades at a 
Wisconsin technical college.

Over the past five years, 10 students 
from the Neenah, Valley Christian, Osh-
kosh, Omro, Menasha and Winneconne 
school districts have been awarded schol-
arships. Unlike many traditional pro-
grams, this scholarship does not require 
minimum GPAs or standardized test 
scores.

“Students pursuing the trades often 
demonstrate valuable skills that can’t al-
ways be measured by a grade or an exam,” 
said Cindy Hendren, president of Win-

neconne Thrift and Gift, 911 E. Main St. 
in Winneconne. “Our goal is to support 
students who need financial assistance to 
pursue careers they are passionate about 
— careers that also provide a sustainable 
living.”

For the 2026 graduating class, three 
$1,000 scholarships will be awarded. Ap-
plicants must demonstrate financial need, 
be a graduating high school senior in Win-
nebago County and plan to pursue a trade 
program at a Wisconsin technical college.

The application deadline is Feb. 13. 
Applications are administered through 
the Fox River Scholarship Center, hosted 
by the Oshkosh Area Community Foun-
dation. Interested students can begin the 
process by adding the scholarship to their 
application “basket” on the Fox River 
Scholarship Center website.

Business news roundup
Jewelers Mutual Group announced 

the acquisition of EventGuard, a division 
previously part of the licensed insurance 
agency Indemn, specializing in event in-
surance coverage in the event and wed-
ding space. JM Insurance Agency Partners 
will operate the program through the in-
surance carrier and expert in event cover-
age, Markel Group Inc., harnessing gener-
ative AI to expand its insurtech solutions 
and offer event liability and cancellation 
insurance, including wedding coverage 
and other programs to meet customers’ 
evolving needs. 

Fox Communities Credit Union has 

promoted Jared Anderson to director of 
cards and Melissa Harper to assistant vice 
president of mortgage processing and 
closing. Anderson’s previous position at 
Fox was business intelligence analyst. The 
director of cards is a dual-function leader-
ship role responsible for both the strategic 
development of cards and the operation-
al oversight of card services within the 
Member Payment Systems department. 
Harper started at Fox as a mortgage loan 
processor. As AVP of mortgage processing 
and closing, Harper will be responsible for 
providing strategic leadership and influ-
ence over the Mortgage Loan Processing 
and Closing functions. 
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Follow Oshkosh Restaurant Week:  or visit DiscoverOshkosh.com

WIN A TUMBLER! Go to discoveroshkosh.com and download 
the Oshkosh Restaurant Week digital pass, or collect receipts from 

participating restaurants and turn in to 100 N Main St/Ste 112.

explore bold flavors + creative dishes!

whether you’re in the mood for a cozy 
meal at a familiar spot or eager to 

discover a new favorite, this 14-day 
food festival promises something 

delicious for everyone. save the dates!

Scan here for details on Oshkosh Restaurant Week.

Tumbler sponsor

experience 
the vibrant 
food scene 

in Oshkosh, 
one bite at 

a time!

 new this year: 
also offering a Special 
Premium Dinner Option

No tickets or pre-registration are required for Restaurant Week, but reservations are recommended.

eat out 
3 or more times 

during Restaurant 
Week to win this 

fun tumbler! 
While supplies 

last.

EXPERIENCE.
COMPASSION.
RESULTS.
As a Realtor® specializing in senior moves, 
rightsizing, and estates, WE provide trusted 
guidance to make every transition smooth and 
respectful.
TURN TO THE REALTORS 
SENIORS TRUST, RESPECT, 
AND RECOMMEND.

Wade & Annette Hetrick, Realtor® | Owner/ Brokers Acre Realty | Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES)

CALL TODAY 920-832-8648

Neenah Historical Society photo

Skating lessons
Figure skating lessons were a popular class offered by Neenah Parks and Recreation 
in the 1950s. All youngsters who could skate backwards and forwards were eligible 
to sign up for classes held at the Green. Groups were kept small and were taught 
basic figures, glides and combinations.

Neenah student selected to 
US Senate Youth Program
Neenah News

Neenah High School senior Nina Bhat-
tacharjee has been chosen as a Wisconsin 
delegate to the U.S. Senate Youth Program 
March 7-14 in Washington, D.C.

The program, which began in 1962, se-
lects two of the high-
est-achieving students 
from each state to 
meet and learn from 
the highest level elect-
ed and appointed of-
ficials in Washington. 
The delegates attend 
briefings and meetings 
with senators, the pres-
ident, a justice of the 
Supreme Court, cabinet members, feder-
al agency leaders and senior members of 
the national media. At least 17 military 
officers serve as mentors for the students 
during the week.

The students also receive a $10,000 un-
dergraduate college scholarship. The event 
has been fully funded by the Hearst Foun-
dation since its inception. Selections are 
made through a competitive merit-based 

selection process held at the state depart-
ments of education nationwide. 

Bhattacharjee has competed in numer-
ous national debate tournaments. She has 
been invited to compete in the Tournament 
of Champions in Lexington, Ky. for three 
straight years. In eighth grade, she was the first 
Wisconsin middle school student to compete 
in the Middle School National Tournament 
in debate, finishing national runner-up in 
congressional debate. Bhattacharjee is a four-
year student representative to the Board of 
Education and also participates in orchestra, 
National Honor Society and student gov-
ernment. She is president of Neenah High 
School’s Key Club.

Bhattacharjee is the fourth Neenah High 
School student to be selected as a delegate 
in the 64-year history of the event, joining 
Jill Wuethrich in 1986, Charles Kidd in 
1988 and Parker De Deker in 2023.

To qualify for the program, students 
must hold or have held student body office 
or another elected or appointed position 
in their communities and show academic 
interest and aptitude in government, his-
tory and politics.

Bhattacharjee

Z Cabaret to benefit St. Mary Catholic Schools
Neenah News

Tickets are available for Z Cabaret, 
the annual fine arts fundraiser benefiting 
K–12 visual and performing arts curric-
ular and enrichment programming at St. 
Mary Catholic Schools. 

This year, Z Cabaret brings a royal twist 
to the Jane Bergstrom Fine Arts stage for 
two consecutive nights of delectable bites, 

cocktails and entertainment provided by 
Zephyr Queens, Kings, Princes and Prin-
cesses, alongside supporting artists.

Guests are invited to come to court in re-
gal garb on Jan. 30 and Jan. 31. Doors will 
open each evening for guests age 21 plus at 
6 p.m., with performances beginning at 7 
p.m. Each night will offer its own uniquely 
majestic experience.
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FREE Respite

A safe and engaging activity for people with memory loss
and a chance to rejuvenate their care partners.

Brought to you by Memory Care Respite Partners

Neenah Respite

First and Second Monday 
of each month 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church
200 N. Commercial St | Neenah

Call 920-383-1180 to Pre-Register

Oshkosh Respite

Second and Fourth Tuesday of each
month 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church
1860 Wisconsin St. | Oshkosh

Call 920-727-555 to Pre-Register

Two (2) hours of Respite Care provided by 
       Valley VNA Senior Care Staff

Volunteer-led program includes activities, music, & snacks
Care partners can participate or take time for themselves
FREE

www.spslawyers.net
920-725-5305
251 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah

Help is here.

Call the 
experienced 
attorneys at 
Stillings, Pasquale 
& Swardenski 
to help you with 
your family law, 
estate planning or 
bankruptcy issue.

DON’T FACE YOUR LEGAL 
CHALLENGES ALONE

2 0 2 5 - 2 6 
S E A S O N

DANIELLE SIMANDL
JANUARY 24

VICTOR RANGEL:  
Fiddle Pickin’ Spring 
ANTONIO VIVALDI: “Spring” 
from The Four Seasons, Op. 4 
MASON BATES:  
Appalachian Ayre 
JESSIE MONTGOMERY: Strum 
NICKY SOHN: Moon Bunny 
AARON COPLAND:  
Appalachian Spring. Suite 

Project: Oshkosh Herald Ad for Tulips 2025
File Name: Herald Ad_Tulips_010925.ai
Size: 1/24 page ad  -  2.4” wide x 2.5” high  -  No bleed
Date: 01.09.25
Issue: January 15

C M Y K

TIME FOR
TULIPS!

 
ORDER NOW!

 
1920 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh WI 54901

2.5”

2.4”

Relax, and
Enjoy the Crazy

Relax, and
Enjoy the Crazy

192 Main Street, Menasha
(920)570-5703

Dr. Steve  
Harrison
NJSD 
superintendent

School district shares approach to spending funds
Last year, I had the opportunity to 

meet with many community members 
during listening sessions held across the 
Neenah Joint School District. While the 
conversations covered a wide range of 
topics, one question surfaced repeatedly 
and clearly: How does the district spend 
the dollars it receives? 

That is a fair and important question. 
Public schools belong to the community, 
and transparency around school finance 
is not only an expectation; it is a responsi-
bility. This column is intended to respond 
directly to that feedback and to provide a 
clear, accessible overview of how Neenah 
invests in its schools and how our spend-
ing compares to neighboring districts. 

For the 2025–26 fiscal year, the 
Neenah Joint School District adopted an 
all-funds budget of approximately $128 
million. This total reflects the full cost 
of operating the district, including daily 
instruction, student support services, 
transportation, building operations and 
long-term financial commitments such 
as voter-approved referendum debt. Of 

that amount, approximately $91.8 million 
supports the General Fund, which covers 
the district’s core instructional and opera-
tional expenses. 

While total budget figures are helpful, 
they do not tell the whole story. Larger 
districts naturally have larger budgets. To 
better understand how resources affect 
students directly, it is important to look at 
spending on a per-student basis. 

In Neenah, per-student spending is 
approximately $13,900, which is below 
the Wisconsin state median of roughly 
$17,000 per student. District revenue per 
student (about $15,400) is also below 
the state average. These figures show that 
Neenah operates with fewer dollars per 
student than many Wisconsin districts, 

even as expectations for academic 
achievement, student support and school 
safety continue to increase. 

So how are those dollars used? As in 
most school districts, the largest share 
of Neenah’s budget (roughly 55 to 60 
percent) is dedicated to instruction. This 
includes teacher salaries and benefits, 
classroom materials, curriculum devel-
opment and instructional technology. 
Simply put, the majority of district 
resources are invested directly in teaching 
and learning. 

Another significant portion supports 
student services, including counseling, 
special education, school psychology, 
health services, social workers, and aca-
demic interventions. These services are 
essential to ensuring students are sup-
ported socially, emotionally and academ-
ically, and that schools remain safe and 
inclusive environments.

The remaining portion of the budget 
covers essential operations, building 
maintenance and safety, transportation, 
food services and extracurricular activ-

ities. These functions allow schools to 
operate safely, effectively and provide 
students access to well-rounded educa-
tional experiences. 

Community members also asked how 
Neenah compares to nearby districts. 
For context, the Appleton Area School 
District spends about $14,700 per stu-
dent, slightly more than Neenah, while 
the Oshkosh Area School District spends 
approximately $18,700 per student, well 
above both Neenah and the state medi-
an. These differences are influenced by 
factors such as district size, enrollment 
trends, property tax base and past fund-
ing decisions and not by differences in 
commitment to students. 

What this comparison highlights is the 
efficiency and dedication of Neenah’s 
staff, who deliver strong educational out-
comes with comparatively lean resources. 
It also reinforces the importance of con-
tinued, informed community conversa-
tions about school funding and long-term 
sustainability. 

The district makes its budget docu-
ments, tax levy information and financial 
audits publicly available because trans-
parency matters. When our community 
understands how resources are used, it 
strengthens trust and supports meaning-
ful partnership between schools and the 
families and taxpayers we serve. 

By sharing this information openly, my 
hope is to encourage continued dialogue, 
shared understanding and collective stew-
ardship of our public schools. Transpar-
ency is an ongoing commitment, and one 
I am proud to uphold as superintendent 
of the Neenah Joint School District. 

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Have a story idea?
Promotions or
expansion at your
business?
Community or school
program to highlight?
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Thursday, January 8 | 1 p.m. | Oshkosh
Tuesday, January 13 | 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. | Neenah
Monday, January 19 | 10 a.m. | Oshkosh
Tuesday, January 27 | 10 a.m. | Oshkosh

Oshkosh Info Sessions: Evergreen Worship & Performing Arts Center 
1130 North Westfield Street, Oshkosh, WI 54902

Neenah Info Sessions: DoubleTree by Hilton Neenah
123 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah, WI 54956

Attend a 
Session at Your 

Convenience:

Start the new year with a look at Evergreen Fox Crossing, 
our new senior living community located on Little Lake 
Butte Des Morts. Explore the vision and imagine what’s 
possible in this exciting next chapter.

Scan here to RSVP 
at EvergreenFoxCrossing.com or call 920-450-2524

POSSIBILITIES TO

IMAGINE
Join us and dream!

Now Offering 20 and    
30 yard dumpster for 

Commercial and 
Industrial use only.

Call for rates and 
availability.

Locally Owned & Operated 
Neenah, WI

920-312-6616
qualitywastedisposalwi@gmail.com

tions is $565,000, with about half covered 
through fundraising and the remainder 
budgeted in the city’s Capital Improve-
ment Plan.

Tom Sutter, a descendent of the Kim-
berly family who donated land and funds 
to construct the lighthouse in 1945, 
matched the first $10,000 that the com-
munity raised for the project. 

Although the fundraising goal has been 
met, donations will continue to be accept-
ed through May 1 and those who donate 
by that date will be recognized on a do-
nor board. Donors may designate their 
contribution to either a building fund, to 
support restoration and capital improve-
ments, or to a perpetual care fund dedicat-
ed to long-term upkeep. The city also has 
Beacon Keeper apparel in limited sizes for 
purchase in the Neenah Parks & Recre-
ation office at 211 Walnut St. 

“The community’s enthusiasm and sup-
port have truly been inspiring,” said Parks 
& Recreation Director Michael Kading. 
“The stories of the impact Kimberly Point 
Park and the lighthouse have had on the 
community, families, and individuals are 
so encouraging.” 

Renovations include replacing the metal 
and asphalt roofing with new 30-year met-
al shingles, repainting the brick exterior 
and installing bird-protected louvers and 
new siding. Structural upgrades include 
new pre-finished aluminum-wrapped col-
umns, fascia, soffit material and concrete 
footings. 

The project will include modern up-
grades to the public restrooms, along with 
painted wall murals. 

Construction is expected to begin in 
late fall and be finished by spring of 2027. 
The city will hold a groundbreaking cele-
bration on National Lighthouse Day, Aug. 
7, which also marks the one-year anniver-
sary of the launch of the project’s fundrais-
er.

Goal met
from Page 1

Neenah man charged in New Year’s Eve stabbing case
Neenah News 

A man remains on life support after be-
ing stabbed five times during a fight in a 
Neenah front yard on New Year’s Eve.

Another man, Brady D. McIntosh, is 
facing one count of first-degree reckless 
injury and first-degree recklessly endan-
gering safety as a result of the incident. 
Both charges have a repeater modifier at-
tached to the charge that could lead to a 
longer prison sentence if he is convicted.

Court documents allege McIntosh ar-
rived at a Neenah home early on Dec. 31 
and got into a fight with the victim. McIn-
tosh allegedly stabbed the man five times 

during the fight in the home’s front yard. 
As of Wednesday, the victim was reported 
to be in a medically induced coma and on 
life support.

McIntosh, 20, could be facing over 45 
years of a bifurcated sentence including 
over 20 years in state prison and over 
20 years of extended supervision if he is 
found guilty.

However, District Attorney Eric Sparr 
stated during McIntosh’s initial court ap-
pearance that based on the victim’s inju-
ries charges in this case could be added or 
modified.

At the initial appearance hearing Jan. 8, 

McIntosh’s cash bond was set at $500,000.
According to the criminal complaint, 

Neenah police responded to ThedaCare 
Regional Medical Center for a report of a 
stabbing in the early hours of Dec. 31. The 
victim was already being treated in the 
emergency room when police began their 
investigation.

McIntosh and his girlfriend were report-
ed to be in Oshkosh when they received a 
call from the victim’s girlfriend stating he 
was drunk and she needed to be picked up 
from the house in the 800 block of Sherry 
Street.

At one point, McIntosh and the victim 
allegedly got into a verbal argument on 
the phone and that led to the fight outside 
the Neenah home. McIntosh and his girl-
friend left Oshkosh and went to Neenah, 
but first McIntosh grabbed his straight 
blade – a four-inch kitchen knife with a 
black handle.

McIntosh’s girlfriend told police he al-
ways carries a knife. When the two arrived 
at the Neenah home McIntosh allegedly 
showed the victim the knife before the 
fight started.

The complaint alleges McIntosh 
stabbed the victim in the torso and then 
the victim tackled McIntosh and the fight 
continued on the ground. McIntosh’s girl-
friend had a video of the fight and showed 
it to officers.

The video allegedly shows McIntosh 
walking up the driveway holding the knife 
behind his back. 

It goes on to show the victim and McIn-
tosh exchange words, McIntosh throw a 
punch, they go to the ground and eventu-
ally the two separate.

One officer noted the victim “appeared 
intoxicated based on the slurred speech 
and his lack of awareness of his injuries.” 
A witness told police that the victim did 
not know he was bleeding until he took 
his shirt off and saw the wounds. 

The victim has had three major surger-
ies and a CT scan that showed damage 
to his small intestine and bowel. He was 
transferred to Froedtert for specialty care, 
which is when doctors informed police 
the victim had five stab wounds: one in 
the diaphragm, one in each lung and two 
in the liver.
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      Hear     
      Better
  I WILL

      Hear     
      Better
  THIS 
  YEAR  

Call us today to get started on 
your better-hearing journey! 

920.267.4999920.267.4999

Neenah • Oshkosh • Appleton • Ripon
FoxValleyHearingCenter.com

F R E E
S E M I N A R
Wills vs. Trusts

Get smart, practical advice on estate planning.

Planning for the future can be daunting, but with 
the proper guidance, it doesn’t have to be. Join our 
team of attorneys for a FREE two-hour educational 
seminar and thought-provoking discussion on estate 
planning basics. Plus, ask questions and discover 
which plan may be right for you and your loved ones.

Wednesday, January 21
Culver Family Welcome Center

625 Pearl Ave, Oshkosh
Two sessions - 2:00 pm & 6:00 pm

Sign up today! Call 920-993-0990 or visit
OshkoshEstatePlanning.com

Registration is required and seating is limited.

Justin Randall Abigail Plankey Collin Mettelka

Presenting
Attorneys

tailgate event at Valley VNA Senior Care in 
Neenah, and a planned future “mocktail” 
meet-and-greet at Renaissance by Rennes 
in Appleton.

“It’s just so rewarding to hear stories 
from seniors we meet, how they grew up 
and how their lives were,” Ahlswede said.

During the recent get-together with 
those Highlands residents and Senior 
Smiles club members, three of those inter-
viewees gathered to talk about how mean-
ingful it’s been to spend time with the stu-
dents and share their life experiences.

“I love that I have younger people in 
my life to interact with,” said 92-year-old 
Catriona Mackinnon, who came to the 
United States from Scotland in 1958. “I am 

just so honored because I must have done 
something right. My message to young 
ones … is to please be sure to make good 
choices in life.”

Mackinnon pointed out that it was fit-
ting that she grew up in The Highlands of 
Scotland and was now living at the High-
lands in Neenah.

Also at the same gathering at the High-
lands were brothers Werner Kuehn, 95, 
and his younger brother Hasso Kuehn, 94. 
Both brothers grew up in Germany not too 
far from the Poland border and were very 
young when WWII broke out. Eventually 
they and their mother moved to West Ger-
many and eventually Werner and Hasso 
emigrated separately to the United States 
in the 1950s.

The Kuehn brothers both expressed grat-
itude for the opportunity to share their sto-
ries with the Senior Smiles club members.

“The younger generation has a lot to 
learn from the experiences of the older 
generations,” said Werner. To which Hasso 
replied, “And we’ve got a lot to learn from 
the younger generation, too.”

At that same get-together, Highlands 
employee Debbie Griffith mentioned 
that she was organizing a bus trip for area 
seniors to take them to the Fox Cities Per-
forming Arts Center to see the Bee Gees.

Nearly in unison, the Senior Smiles club 
members said, “What are The Bee Gees?” 
Once a couple chuckles faded away and 
Griffith informed them of who the Bee 
Gees were, it became clear that the Senior 
Smiles club members were living up to 
their mission: enriching the lives of young-
er and older generations and showing that 
all involved were doing something infinite-
ly more valuable and meaningful than just 
Stayin’ Alive.

Senior Smiles
from Page 1

County considers joining environmental contamination lawsuit
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Board is consid-
ering potentially joining a lawsuit to recov-
er costs related to cleaning up possible soil 
and groundwater contamination at Witt-
man Regional Airport. 

The board heard a presentation during a 
special meeting Jan. 6 about retaining Dal-
las, Texas-based law firm Baron & Budd 
to represent it in multi-district litigation 
against some of the country’s largest chem-
ical manufacturers.  

The concern is about the use of aqueous 
film forming foam (AFFF) to control and 
extinguish aviation fuel, said Mary Anne 
Mueller, the county’s corporation counsel. 
Manufacturers such as 3M, Dupont, BASF 
and Tyco Fire Products have used AFFF in 
their products since the 1960s, she said. 

“These companies knew or should have 

known these toxic chemicals would con-
taminate the environment and resist nat-
ural degradation,” Mueller said. “Soil was 
contaminated with firefighting retardant.”

Other counties in Wisconsin including 
Brown and Eau Claire have recently decid-
ed to pursue litigation, Mueller said. With 
the board’s approval, Winnebago County 
would join those efforts by retaining the 
same law firm representing those entities. 

“Firefighters train with foam at airports 
and open training facilities, which is hosed 
off into adjacent soil,” said attorney Jason 
Julius with Baron & Budd. “It migrated into 
the groundwater and into the soil causing 
ongoing longstanding contamination prob-
lems for entities that have used the foam 
historically.”

The chemicals are the same that were 
used in every day products such as cook-

ware, waterproof apparel and fast food 
takeout containers. Those “forever chem-
icals” have found their way into soil and 
groundwater across the country, Julius said. 

He said government entities have been 
forced to remove the contaminants at their 
own costs to avoid them being introduced 
to constituents.

If the county retains the law firm, the 
lawsuit would seek to recover any costs to 
remove, treat, remediate and dispose con-
tamination from AFFF, Julius said. When 
passenger airplane service was offered at 
Wittman Airport, firefighters could have 
used products containing AFFF in training, 
so Julius said the goal would be to investi-
gate for possible contamination from usage 
of the products.

“PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances) is one of the most pressing envi-

ronmental issues for public entities given 
the impact these chemicals can have on 
drinking water, soil, storm water and waste 
water,” Julius said. “All of those types of fa-
cilities can be impacted and are impacted by 
these chemicals. Right now, the only poten-
tial cost recovery action is against the man-
ufacturers who produced these substances 
historically, sold them, delivered them and 
told entities like fire departments how to 
use them without acknowledging the uses 
that were identified could result in serious 
contamination of natural resources.”

Julius said the county wouldn’t be re-
sponsible for any costs or fees from the law 
firm unless recovery is successful in a po-
tential legal case. 

The board did not make a decision on 
whether to retain the law firm during the 
meeting. 

(920) 486-5600
1077 TULLAR CT,
NEENAH, WI.

BOARDING • GROOMING • SUPPLIES
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Open House
Monday, January 19

6:00pm-7:00pm

Expanding access to 
excellent, Christ-based 

education through
1850 American Drive, Neenah  |  (920) 725-8797  |  NHCS@newhopeconnect.org  |  NewHopeConnect.org/NHCS

Play-based learning

Hands-On 
Experiences

PreK-3, PreK-4,
& Kindergarten

Elementary &
Middle School

Supporting literacy through 
Barton & Wilson Programs

Keeping music & art part of
a well-rounded education

Serving the Fox Valley
for more than 25 years

Including the truth of Jesus
in all aspects of learning

Meeting each child where they are &
teaching in the way they learn best

Engaging teachers

Building
social
skills

Supporting 
independence

Foundation
of literacy

Multi-faceted learning
Serving the 
Community

Growing 
leadership

Encouraging teamwork

Rockets stumble in home loss to Papermakers
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

It wasn’t the kind of start Neenah head 
coach Lee Rabas was looking for from his 
squad. 

And that led to another tough finish for 
the Rockets as they dropped a 57-54 de-
cision at home to Kimberly on Tuesday 
night, suffering their fourth loss in the last 
five games. 

“We came out flat. The first six minutes 
of the game we were flat defensively and 
by the time we get going, it’s too late. The 
other team is comfortable,” Rabas said. 
“We don’t get stops. We let the ball go 
where (the other team) wants it to. We’re 
just not very good defensively.” 

Three of the four losses in that stretch 
have come by three points or less, while 
the combined record of the teams handing 
the Rockets the four losses is 35-10. 

But that doesn’t erase the sting of walk-
ing off the court in defeat, especially when 
the stumbling block can be identified. 

“Our main thing is defense and we’re 
out here trying to get stops and obviously 
we weren’t good at it today,” senior Nick 
Schultz said. “We come out soft. We come 
out letting guys catch it where they want 
to and not getting into them. It’s just a lack 
of competitiveness.”

It was just the third time this season 
Kimberly had been held to less than 60 
points in a game, however, the Papermak-
ers were able to shoot 55 percent from the 
floor and went 6-of-10 from 3-point range 
against the Rockets. 

“When we do force misses, we give up 
offensive rebounds. Everybody shoots too 
well against us and we don’t rebound,” Ra-
bas said. “Tonight was disappointing.”

If there is a bright side, it’s that the Rock-
ets are just halfway through the season 
– Neenah is now 7-5 overall with a guar-
anteed 13 games remaining – and there is 
time to get things corrected. 

“It’s definitely fixable,” Schultz said. 
“But a big thing about it is our mentality. 
We build off routines and if guys aren’t 
sticking to their routines and getting into 

it mentally, it’s not going to get fixed.”
The defense end of the court may have 

been an issue at the start of the game, but 
it was a seven-minute scoring drought in 
the second half that allowed the Paper-
makers to break the game open.

Schultz started the second half with a 
steal and lay-up to tie the game at 28 but 
Kimberly rattled off the next 13 points and 

never trailed again. 
“We have been struggling on offense 

this year and we go through spurts like 
that,” Rabas said. “We’re trying to work on 
it in practice and get more comfortable on 
that end. We’ll keep working at it.”

Neenah didn’t let Kimberly just walk 
away with the win though. 

A pair of baskets by Matthias Charles 
snapped the Kimberly run, while the 
Rockets put together a 5-0 burst on bas-
kets by James Weiland and Trey White 
and a free throw from Jacob Jungwirth to 
pull within six points.

After two Kimberly free throws, Schultz 
– the lone Rocket to reach double figures 
with 11 points – knocked down a jumper 
followed by a basket from Kolton Fleege 
that narrowed the margin to 49-45 with 
less than three minutes to play.

The Rockets had a chance to pull even 
closer but failed to convert on the next 
possession and the Papermakers took ad-
vantage by scoring the next six points to 
push the lead back to 10. 

Neenah scored seven points in the final 
25 seconds but never threatened to regain 
the lead. 

Fleege, Charles and Roan Koeper each 
finished with eight points for the Rockets, 
while Jungwirth added seven. 

The Rockets return to the court on Fri-
day at Appleton North and will play at 
home again next Tuesday against Stevens 
Point. 

“We just don’t have the consistency 
right now. It would be nice if we could put 
it together and be consistent,” Rabas said. 
“We’re not giving up. We’ll keep working 
at it.”

Neenah News

Neenah’s Chase Nitz (5) scores at the rim over a pair of Kimberly defenders on Tuesday night.
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—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems

• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Lighting Solutions • Much More 
Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773 
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, LLC

Licensed/Insured

Mike Gauger
ISA Certified Arborist (R)

WI-1358A

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Pruning – Removal
Stump Grinding

Commercial Snow Removal
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

 STORAGE UNITS INDOOR/OUTDOOR

GO TO COPPERROOFSTORAGE.COM 

TO BOOK YOUR SPACE

INDOOR/INDOOR/OUTDOOROUTDOOR

INDOOR/OUTDOOR
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

Gutter Helmet never 
clean your gutters 

again. Lifetime 
transferable warranty.

Installs over new or existing gutters. Most 
trusted brand for 40 plus years. Over 60 

million feet installed. Financing Available.
Oshkosh to Milwaukee, Madison and Fond du Lac

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

HOME IMPROVEMENT

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

Gutter Helmet never 
clean your gutters 

again. Lifetime 
transferable warranty.Installs over new or 

existing gutters. Most 
trusted brand for 40 
plus years. Over 60 

million feet installed. 
Financing Available.

*100 FEET MINIMUM. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions.

FFrreeee GGuutttteerr CClleeaanniinngg,, CCaallll ffoorr DDeettaaiillss
PPeerrmmaanneenntt SSoolluuttiioonn ttoo CCllooggggeedd GGuutttteerrss

FFiinnaanncciinngg OOppttiioonnss
3 Easy Payment Options: 
1122 MMoonntthhss SSaammee--AAss--CCaasshh 

66..9999%% FFiixxeedd RRaattee
55 oorr 77 YYeeaarrss

Call for Details!
920 -232-5600

Lifetime Transferable Warranty
Installs over new or existing gutters
Most Trusted Brand for 40+ Years
Over 60 million feet installed

www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Fi i O ti

15 % off 
up to

$1,500.00
*

We are 
YOUR Local 

‘Ink Link’ 
for ALL 

Print Projects!

• Holiday Cards
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• Graduation Cards
• Copies, Brochures
• Flyers, Posters
• & MORE!

920-582-4541920-582-4541
908 E Main • Winneconne908 E Main • Winneconne
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.commaekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

Standard & Custom Designs

Senior Standout is brought to you by:

Continuing Neenah tradition fuels Benner’s efforts
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Gideon Benner swims lap after lap at 
the Neenah Middle School pool with one 
destination in mind. 

As one of the leaders and most expe-
rienced swimmers for the Neenah High 
School squad, he takes pride in being part 
of the program’s tradition and wants to 
make sure it splashes on.

That means making sure the Rocket red 
is hitting the water at the Waukesha South 
High School Natatorium in late February 
with another appearance at the state meet 
for the storied program.

“It’s something I think about a lot, just 
how much I want to go to state and repre-
sent Neenah,” Benner said after a practice 
earlier this week. “Everyone understands 
that’s the goal. As a team or an individual, 
whatever it may be, let’s just get to state.”

Benner was an alternate for the relays 
that qualified for state last season, but 
did not swim in the meet. In fact, only 
one member of this year’s squad felt the 
ripples of the water inside the Waukesha 
South Natatorium. 

But even if the Rockets lost some indi-
vidual firepower from last year’s team that 
finished ninth overall in Division 1, that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t talent cranking 
out laps for Neenah this season. 

“We have a lot of experience. We’ve got-
ten a taste of state and we’re just hungry 
for more,” Benner said. “We have a great 
group of guys and two incredible fresh-
men who I think could be the push across 
the finish line for us.”

Benner likens this year’s team to anoth-
er group he participated in this fall. 

Benner was on Neenah’s boys cross 
country team that had to replace six of the 
seven runners that competed at the state 
meet in 2024. From the outside, it was a 
group that wasn’t expected to make the 
trip to Wisconsin Rapids in 2025.

Within the team, though, it was a dif-

ferent thought process and it guided the 
Rockets to a sixth straight trip to the state 
meet and a top 10 finish. 

“We were not supposed to get there and 
we weren’t supposed to do as well as we 
did at the state meet,” Benner said. “A lot 
of people doubted us and likewise here, a 
lot of people might doubt us. I can use my 
experience in cross country in swimming. 
We’ve got what it takes.”

Benner anchors the distance freestyle 
events for the Rockets and had a strong 
sectional meet last season for the Rockets 
– placing sixth in the 200-yard freestyle 
and eighth in 500-yard freestyle. 

He was about two seconds shy of qual-
ifying in the 200-yard freestyle which 
he acknowledges is his best and favorite 
event. 

“You have to be gutsy,” Benner said of 
swimming the event, likening it to the 
800 meters in track and field. “A lot of 
people take it out fast and just hope the 
back end (of the race) is there for them. 
It’s something I do a lot. You never want 
to finish with too much left in the tank, so 
I just like to take it out fast and see where 
it gets me.”

Although Benner is expected to swim 
both distance events – as well as join two 
of the Rockets relays – for sectionals, he 
spends time during the season away from 
his favored races.

Neenah has a process of jumbling the 
lineup throughout the season, giving 
the guys the chance to swim in different 
events. 

“That’s a huge part of our program. Any Neenah News

Senior Gideon Benner is one of the top swimmers for Neenah this season and also ran on the 
Rockets’ state-qualifying cross country team.

Senior Standout

See Senior Standout on Page 12
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

200 N

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCAA]

North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961

www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

200 N

St. Paul
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www.stpaulneenah.org
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200 N

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCAA]

North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961

www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

 Proclaiming the Gospel
 Strengthening Believers
 Serving Others
 Supporting Neenah Lutheran School – 3K to 8

The mission of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church as a
gathering of Christians is to serve all people in God’s world with

the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the holy scriptures.

Worship Times
Saturday: 5:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am

  436 S. Lake St.
  Neenah, WI  54956
  (920) 725-1330

www.martinlutherneenah.org

WELS

YOU CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT GOD
CAN DO WITH YOUR LIFE.

You’re invited on Sundays:
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
1021 Oak St, Neenah, WI 54956

Visit: alliancechurch.org/neenah

To advertise in  
the Worship Directory,  

call 920-486-1616.

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Plexus Corp. seeks a Trade Compliance, 
Customs & Logistics Analyst II in Neenah, WI 

(telecommuting from anywhere in the US 
permitted).  Duties: Assist with all import 

and export compliance activities for Plexus’s 
manufactured products, including those 
related to the continuous improvement 
of Plexus’s overall compliance strategy.  

Research regulatory rules, communicate 
regulatory requirements across the company, 
create training, draft policies and procedures, 
participate in conducting compliance audits, 

create metrics for trade compliance and 
assist with special projects as required. 

Position requires up to 5% domestic travel 
to other Plexus facilities to attend meetings 
and/or give and receive training. Requires: 

Bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering or 
related field with a postgraduate certificate 
or one year of postgraduate study in project 

management, and 4 years of experience	
 as a Trade Compliance Analyst, Business Sys-

tems Analyst or a related role.  To apply and to 
see a full job description/list of requirements 
go to: https://plexus.wd5.myworkdayjobs.

com/Plexus_Careers/job/Neenah-WI/Trade-
Compliance--Customs---Logistics-Analyst-

II_R035532.

Cavapoo puppies for sale! 5 to choose from. 
Up to date on shots very friendly. $475 

call715-669-3356

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-920-3533

For Sale JD Payloader 544H Bucket & Snow 
pusher Only 5500 hrs. Immaculate. Only 

$49,500 920-878-0005 No VM, Keep trying. .

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 

health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-748-6332

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-294-2679 

today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours avail-
able. Affordable, social and stress-free travel 

designed for mature travelers. Our tours 
include accommodations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance 

fees, a professional Tour Director and select 
meals. For a limited time SAVE $250 on all 

tours. Call YMT today. 1-877-884-0443

Employment

For Sale Miscellaneous

Prep sports roundup
BOYS HOCKEY

Rockets blank rival  
St. Mary’s Springs

Mark Sutton tallied a hat trick, Cartyr 
Simonson had a goal and four assists and 
Matthew Nelson pitched a shutout in net 
for Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha in a 
6-0 win over rival St. Mary’s Springs on 
Tuesday. 

Three different players scored in the 
first period to stake the Rockets to the 
lead. Keegan Krueger, Sutton and Macsen 
Selch each tallied a goal in the opening pe-
riod as the Rockets never trailed.

Simonson scored his goal in the second 
period, while Sutton had both tallies in 
the third period for the Rockets. 

Sutton, Selch, Liam Kelley and Preston 
Liedke each had assists in the win. 

Nelson made 12 saves in goal for the 
shutout. 

The Rockets were coming off a 3-1 loss 
to University School on Saturday. 

Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha got a 
Simonson power play goal in the first peri-
od to take the lead, but University tied the 

score in the second and then tallied two 
goals in the third period – the last was an 
empty net goal.

Selch and Sutton assisted on Simon-
son’s goal. 

Nelson finished with 16 saves in goal.

Reichenbacher leads 
Stars to victory

Elliott Reichenbacher finished with 15 
saves to help the Fox Cities Stars to a 14-3 
win over Oshkosh on Tuesday. 

The senior netminder also stopped all 13 
shots he faced to earn the shutout in a 6-0 
win over Wisconsin Rapids on Saturday.
GIRLS HOCKEY

Drach nets goal in  
win for Fox Cities Stars

Neenah High School’s Emmaree Drach 
scored the first goal of the game in the Fox 
Cities Stars’ 2-1 win over Rochester Cen-
tury/John Marshall (Minn.) on Saturday. 

It was the first goal of the season for 
Drach, who has notched four assists on 
the year.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Zephyrs stay unbeaten 
with rout of Cardinals

St. Mary Catholic, the top-ranked team 
in Division 4, improved to 13-0 on the 
season with a convincing 78-35 win over 
Newman Catholic on Monday. 

Autumn Crowe finished with 21 points, 
12 rebounds and six steals in the win for 
the Zephyrs, with Luci Nackers also tally-
ing 21 points in the win. Gaby Guerrero 
also reached double figures with 10 points 
while Brecken Britzke chipped in seven.

The Zephyrs shot nearly 44 percent 
from the floor in the win and forced the 
Cardinals into 19 turnovers.

Last week, St. Mary Catholic put up a 
79-41 win over Reedsville as Crowe and 
Nackers again led the way in the win. 
Crowe finished with 22 points and Nack-
ers scored 20.

Bitsy McCauley and Lucy Norville each 
chipped in nine points for the Zephyrs.

Neenah drops  
tussle with Kimberly

In a matchup of two of the top teams in 
the Fox Valley Association, Neenah fell 
on the road against Kimberly on Tuesday 
night, 69-51. 

Rowan Klesmit led the Rockets with 16 
points, while Sydney Michalkiewicz fin-
ished with 12 and Alissa Ebel added nine. 

Neenah trailed 37-27 at the half. 
The Rockets were coming off a 72-37 

rout of Fond du Lac last Friday as Neen-
ah bolted to a 36-11 halftime lead before 
coasting in the second half. 

Klesmit hit five 3-pointers and finished 
with 27 points to lead the way for the 
Rockets, who had four players finish in 
double figures. 

Ellie Buss scored 14 points with Ebel 
and Michalkiewicz each finishing with 11 
points.
BOYS BASKETBALL

Rockets run roughshod 
over Fond du Lac

Five different players scored at least 
nine points in the game and Neenah dom-
inated both halves against Fond du Lac in 
a 70-37 victory last Friday. 

Xavier Bezares scored 13 points off the 
bench to lead the Rockets, who led 32-19 
at halftime.

Roan Koepper also reached double fig-

ures and finished with 10 points and eight 
rebounds. Cal Juckem, Jackson Rindt and Ja-
cob Jungwirth each finished with nine points. 

Rough second half  
stings Zephyrs in loss

St. Mary Catholic was outscored by 10 
points in the second half as Iola-Scandi-
navia pulled away for a 72-57 victory over 
the Zephyrs on Tuesday night. 

St. Mary Catholic had four players in 
double figures in the game led by Dylan 
Brenn with 14 points, followed by Alex 
Vosters with 12. Mason Wagner and 
Luke Fairweather finished with 11 and 10 
points, respectively. 

The Zephyrs finished with an advantage 
at the free-throw line – St. Mary Catho-
lic was 20-of-27, while Iola-Scandinavia 
was just 10-of-14 – but made only one 
3-pointer in the contest. 
BOYS WRESTLING

Neenah rolls to dual meet 
win over Appleton East

The Rockets scored points in 13 of the 
14 weight classes to claim a 78-3 win over 
Appleton East last Thursday. 

Ten of the 13 victories came by pin with 
Kaden Roth notching the fastest stoppage 
needing just 35 seconds to earn a win at 
190 pounds. 

Also winning by pin for the Rockets was 
Chase Thomson (120), Garrett Nedens 
(126), Steven Czechanski (132), Jaxon 
Ennis (144), Declan Epley (159), Landen 
Sheppard (157), Declan Koch (165), Con-
nor Simons (175) and Willy Brucks (285).

Carson Finch (103), Broden Butzke 
(113) and Cashtin Tiedt (138) won by 
forfeit. 
GIRLS WRESTLING

Neenah takes third at  
Stevens Point duals

The Rockets finished 3-1 and toppled New 
Berlin West/Eisenhower, 45-24, to take third 
at the Stevens Point duals last Friday. 

Four wrestlers went 4-0 on the day for 
the Rockets. Joelle Reay and Ava Armatti 
each won all of their matches by pin, while 
Kylee Kurszewski and Amari Richard each 
had three pins while going 4-0. 

Greenlee Ennis and Janet Sorto each 
finished 3-1. 

Neenah also scored dual wins over 
Kickapoo/LaFarge and Shiocton, while 
falling in the semifinals to Holmen.
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What is a dream you have? It can 
be a dream about something for 

yourself, for your community, for 
your school or the world?

I Have a Dream

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had dreams. He dreamed 
about changing the world for the better.

Martin Luther King Jr. skipped two grades and started 
college at age 15. He went on to earn two bachelors 
degrees and a Ph.D. His strong education and love of 
reading helped him to write powerful sermons and 
speeches.

He shared his dreams in his speeches. He inspired 
others to share his dreams.

Below are two of his famous quotes. Replace the 
missing words and read them.

“I have a ________ that one ______ 
little black boys and girls will be 
_______ hands with little white 

boys and girls.”

“I have a dream that my four little 
_______ will one day live in a 

_______ where they will not be 
judged but the ____ of their skin, but 
by the _________ of their character.”

What do you think he meant by these statements?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

DREAM DAY HOLDING 

LITTLE 

CHILDREN 
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Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written instructions.

Help the rainbow friends meet at the center 
of the maze.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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RAINBOW
PEACE
EQUALITY
MARTIN
LUTHER
KING
COLORS
GOLD
NATION
PEOPLE
HELPING
TOGETHER
LIVE
PLACE
JESSE

         ainbows are beautiful to look at because they are made of 
           many different colors. They have the power to make us 
feel happy, just by looking at them.

Martin Luther King, Jr. saw that there were many different 
colors of people in the world. He believed that these 
differences could make the world a better place to live. 
He spent his life helping people live together in peace 
and equality.

Each year on the third Monday in January we celebrate 
Martin Luther King’s birthday because of his great 
work and his important message: that all people are 
precious and that our differences, 
like a rainbow, can make the 
world a better place.

Color the one above with the real colors of a 
rainbow. Color each child in the rainbow 

below a different color of people.

RED

ORANGE
YELLOW

GREEN

BLUE

What could be at the end of a rainbow of people? A pot 
of gold – or something better? Unscramble the letters on 
the coins to spell something you might find if all people 
appreciated each others differences.

– Jesse Jackson

Standards Link: Social Science: Students recognize the forms of diversity in their community and the benefits of a diverse population.

Standards Link: History: 
Students identify the 
people honored in 
commemorative 
holidays including the 
human struggles 
that were the 
basis for the 
events.

INDIGO (dark blue)

VIOLET

Look through the newspaper 
and find an article and/or 
picture that shows people 
of different races working 
together. Glue the picture 

or the article in the first box. 
In the second box, write 
what you think Martin 

Luther King, Jr. would have 
said about these people.

Standards Link: Social Science: Students recognize the ways in which they are all part of the same community, sharing principles, goals and traditions despite their varied ancestry; 
understand ways in which groups interact with one another to try to resolve problems.

“Our flag is red, 
white and blue, but 

our nation is a rainbow 
— red, yellow, brown, 

black and white.”

night you could swim any event,” Benner 
said. “We are going to be a group of Swiss 
Army knives where we are able to do ev-
erything. You have to be versatile and our 
training reflects that and it definitely helps 
in our meets.”

It also can help break up the monotony 
of the long season, especially when the 
most important races come at the end of 
the season. 

But even though his biggest goals can’t 
be achieved until the meets in February, 
he enjoys any chance he can to get in the 
pool and race.

“I enjoy every single meet as a chance 
to compete and every meet before confer-
ence and sectionals is a part of that,” Ben-
ner said. “I like to swim against the con-
ference (teams) and I have a lot of friends 
there and so it’s not like I am unfulfilled 
with other meets.”

Swimming the distance races combines 
well with his cross country running and 
distance running in track and field. 

Although each is technically different, 
there are some similarities and carry-over 
from one sport to the next. 

“Being a good runner does translate 
into swimming and vice versa,” Benner 
said. “I trained a lot in running over the 
summer this year and it has helped my 
cardio in swimming but coming off the 

cross country season and hopping in the 
pool for the first time, I felt a huge differ-
ence. The muscles that are used in your 
legs for swimming and cross country are 
completely different but overall it does 
help your cardio.”

Benner plans to remain competitive in 
swimming when he heads to college next 
fall. 

He said he has narrowed his choices to 
either Carthage College in Kenosha or the 
University of Wisconsin. He plans to com-
pete on the college team if he attends Car-
thage, while swimming on the club team if 
he lands in Madison.

Either way, he’s not ready to be done yet. 
“I have been swimming for such a long 

time and to give that up I feel like would 

be like giving up a part of me,” Benner said. 
“It’s also about the community. We have a 
great community with the Neenah swim 
team and I can just imagine it’s a great com-
munity at Carthage or UW-Madison, too.”

Benner admitted it’s going to be tough 
when he has to hang up the Neenah swim 
cap for the final time – “There are proba-
bly going to be some tears,” he said – but 
with his plans to continue in college and 
with swimming being a lifetime activity, 
he knows his time in the pool won’t be 
ending anytime soon.

“I lifeguard at the YMCA and I see a 
lot of regulars there and it’s nice to know 
I have that going for me,” Benner said. “I 
enjoy swimming and it’s something I look 
forward doing for the rest of my life.” 
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