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Latin steps

Shattuck space comes
alive with dance school
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Doty Park
shoreline
project starts

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeeNAH NEws

Construction began early last week on
the first phase of shoreline improvements
at Doty Park, which includes replacing
and stabilizing the failing seawall.

The city of Neenah awarded a $1.3 mil-
lion contract to Vinton Construction for
Phase 1 of the project, which will deal
with safety concerns along the internal
channel and the shoreline facing the Fox
River.

Parks Director Michael Kading said
the entire project was estimated at $4 to
$S million, so the city broke it into two
phases. The city budgeted $3.1 million
for the first phase, though bids came back
substantially less than anticipated. A $1
million grant from the state Department
of Natural Resources Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program will help fund the
project.

See Doty Park on PaGe 10

We take TOUGH case

Board considers housing loan program

ARPA funds could support
new home construction

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

Winnebago County commissioners
are moving forward with allocating $3.5
million from the county’s Spirit Fund to a
revolving loan program aimed at boosting
local housing development.

Two ARPA (American Rescue Plan
Act) Strategy and Outcomes Commission
meetings last month included discussion
about the best use of the Spirit Fund and
the county’s role in dealing with a growing
housing shortage.

At an Aug. 22 meeting, Housing Grants
Specialist Lu Scheer wrote in a committee
item report that there is a severe shortage
of housing, with Wis-
consin needing nearly
227,000 new units and
the U.S. facing a short-
fall of more than 12.5
million homes.

In Winnebago Coun-
ty, “we will need to cre-
ate around 10,000 new
W housing units in the next

decade,” Scheer wrote.

Tricia Rathermel, president and chief
executive at Greater Oshkosh Economic
Development Corporation, told the com-

mission that the county’s housing supply
isn't meeting the needs of the workforce.

“We are recruiting people to our area
that cannot find housing here, and either
they’re working here and living other
places, or they’re just simply leaving our
communities because they can’t find af-
fordable housing,” she said.

Other counties have committed signifi-
cant ARPA dollars to housing. Milwaukee
County dedicated $15 million in ARPA
funds to affordable housing, including gap
financing for tax credit projects, rehabili-
tating tax-foreclosed homes and emergen-
cy energy assistance. Outagamie County

See Housing program on Pace 4

Taking pride in top notch tap lists

Proper rosters vital
to local bars, breweries

By David Hall
NEews CONTRIBUTOR

On a fine summer afternoon or cold
winter evening, when a customer walks
into their favorite bar or brewery, they
have to decide what brew quenches their
thirst. More importantly they ask what
taps are even available.

According to the Beer Judge Certifica-
tion Program (BJCP), there are 34 rec-
ognized beer style categories with many
sub-categories. In the bustling beer land-
scape of Wisconsin, the choices made by
local bars and breweries about what to
serve is far from arbitrary. It can be a mat-
ter of financial life or death.

There is a complex dance between con-
sumer desires, market trends and the very
identity of the bar or brewery itself.

At the heart of the strategy of what to
offer is a keen awareness of what excites
the modern beer drinker, combined with
a commitment to quality and innovation.

No establishment exists in a vacuum.
Any successful operation keeps a close ear
to the ground for what patrons are craving.

For The Dome Sports Bar & Grill on
Commercial Street, many times what
they serve is what the customer expects
or demands like Spotted Cow or Erdinger
Hefeweisse. Indeed, The Dome is the only
establishment to offer the true German
import on tap in Northeast Wisconsin,
patron Don Krause said.

Krause described to The Dome’s owner,
Dean Kaufert, about his experience with
German beer in Bavaria. Back in 2005,
Krause and his family traveled to Bavar-
ia. Coming upon an atmospheric bar in
a small town, they told the waitress they

Photo by David Hall

Bars and breweries such as Lion’s Tail Brewing Co. try to select beers to serve that customers
enjoy drinking by having a wide selection of choices available.

were thirsty from traveling. Several glasses
of beer later, Krause came to the conclu-
sion, saying “We have to figure out a way
to get this to Wisconsin.”

Through the years, Krause has encour-
aged local establishments like The Dome
to carry German beers and was happy
when Kaufert agreed to add Erdinger

Hefeweisse.

For local brewery Lion’s Tail Brewing
Co. in downtown Neenah, they have a
method to selecting beers that get released
each week.

“We make an outline of the styles of

See Tap lists on PAGe 9

With decades of advocacy handling complex and hard-to-win cases,
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Neenah artist showcases works
with themes of climate change

Paintings inspired by
nature, social turmoil

By Eric Endres

NEws CONTRIBUTOR

“I want my work to resonate with a
viewer as something that is evocative,
serving as a call to action and a catalyst
for change.”

So says the 2025 artist statement from
Jan Smith, whose pastel and watercolor
pieces comprising her new “Storming
Series” and “What a Wonderful World
Series” will be on display from Sept. 20
through Oct. 20 at The Hang Up Gallery
of Fine Art in downtown Neenah.

The exhibition begins with an opening
reception from S to 7 p.m. Sept. 20 at the
gallery, with snacks and refreshments
provided and a 10% discount available
on purchases made during the reception.
Admission to the reception and to view
the exhibit during the gallery’s business
hours is free. About 20 pieces of Smith’s
artwork will be shown on the main floor.

Smith’s pieces in this series deal with
extreme atmospherics and the impacts
on the planet’s landscapes from climate
change. Taking inspiration from her own
photos of nature and the tumultuous year
that was 2020, which saw the rise of a
global pandemic, social turmoil and Cal-
ifornia wildfires, Smith found additional
meaning in the events and her photos.

“I could not help but realize how some
of the dramatic skies served as a message
about social unrest, political strife and
climate disasters,” Smith said. “Climate
change was a world issue that could res-
onate with the landscapes in a very real
way, while leaving the other tensions
open to the imagination.”

Nature has always been an inspiration
for Smith — who’s considered herself an
artist since she could first hold a crayon
and grew that passion into a career that
included serving as curator in the Berg-
strom-Mahler Museum of Glass, from
which she’s since retired, as well as her
own business consulting museums on
audiences and strategies.

As someone who loves spending time
outdoors and observing the spectacle of
the weather, Smith takes photos to keep
the memento of the moment for use as
starting points for her paintings.

Smith will even take photos from the
window of an airplane, capturing aerial
shots that provide unique vantage points
for dynamic works of art.

“Those start forming ideas for me
about the changes that are going on at-
mospherically,” she said. “Can I use some
of these images to talk about drought?
Can I use it from a standpoint of talking
about water quality?”

Zoey Paris, gallery manager at The
Hang Up Gallery of Fine Art, found
Smith’s paintings in these series to be
powerful.

Image by Jan Smith
Artist Jan Smith created The Forest for the
Trees, a painting that will be on display as
part of her What a Wonderful World Series
at The Hang Up Gallery of Fine Art in
downtown Neenah.

“It’s really interesting to see how she’s
able to convey those emotions in that
dramatic landscape,” Paris said. “I think
it’s really incredible the way she portrays
those.”

Paris is also impressed by the literal

size of some of Smith’s paintings, some of

which are “quite large””

“As an artist myself, I know that pieces
of that size are not easy,” Paris said.

Smith has known the owner of The
Hang Up Gallery of Fine Art for many
years, and when she visited the gallery
to deliver posters for a previous show
last spring, Paris liked what she saw and
asked if Smith would be willing to display
her work there.

Beyond enjoying the exhibit, Paris
would like visitors to see the changes the
gallery has in store and a promising fu-
ture that sees additional shows featuring
local artists for continued community
engagement.

While Smith’s works in these series
offer eye-catching visuals of sometimes
severe occurrences, it isn’t all about
doom and gloom for the planet; there are
peaceful works offering another glimpse,
too.

Smith reflected on a serene moment
standing out in her yard watching the
pollinators that are now more frequent
visitors after some changes in the land-
scaping, allowing her to consider the vast
potential that breathes throughout the
environment.

“There’s the drama of the smoke and
the fires and the dramatic landscapes
that are part of my work, and then there’s
the beauty and the appreciation of what
things can be,” Smith said.

Smith hopes viewers of her showcase
will take away a message of empower-
ment and a feeling that one person can
make a difference.

“I want to inspire change so that my
work not only delivers a message about
the destruction we face and our role in
its cause but also instill some actions for
new behaviors that can help solve the cri-
sis,” she said.
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Friday, Sept. 12
Riverside Players Theater presents
Chicago, 7 p.m., Riverside Park

Saturday, Sept. 13

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Future Neenah Ultimate Ladies Day,
9 a.m., DoubleTree Hotel

Fox Crossing Fire Department Open
House, 10 a.m., Fire Station 40, 1326
Cold Spring Road

Fox Valley Out of the Darkness Walk
for Suicide Prevention, 10 a.m., Memo-
rial Park

Antiques Appraisal with Mark Mo-
ran, 11 a.m., Neenah Public Library

Author Christine Calhoun Meet and
Greet, noon, Lyons Books, 127 W. Wis-
consin Ave.

Riverside Players Theater presents
Chicago, 1 p.m. Riverside Park

Neenah-Menasha Intertribal Pow-
wow, 2 p.m., Shattuck Park

Gord’s Pub Annual Street Party, S
p-m., Gord’s Pub, 210 Main St.

Tuesday, Sept. 16
Nutman Sale, 10 a.m., ThedaCare Re-
gional Medical Center-Neenah

Wednesday, Sept. 17
Nutman Sale, 9:30 a.m., ThedaCare
Regional Medical Center-Neenah

Thursday, Sept. 18

Art After Dark: Renaissance Fair,
5:30 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Museum
of Glass

Neenah Neighborhoods: East Wis-
consin Avenue, 6:30 p.m., Neenah Pub-
lic Library

Saturday, Sept. 20

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Ascension SK Run/Walk, 9 a.m., Riv-
erside Park

Furry Flurry, 10 a.m., Neenah Animal
Shelter, 1010 Cameron Way

Author Brittany Feria Meet and
Greet, 11 a.m., Lyons Books, 127 W.
Wisconsin Ave.

Artist Jan Smith Opening Exhibition
Opening Reception, S p.m., The Hang
Up Art Gallery

PowerPlay Trio, 7 pm., Mikee’s
Paynes Point, 1557 Paynes Point Road

Sunday, Sept. 21
Fox Cities Marathon Finish Line, 7
a.m., Riverside Park

Saturday, Sept. 27

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Junk in the Trunk, 8 a.m., City Hall
Parking Lot, 211 Walnut St.

Neenah Joint School District Hall of
Fame Induction, 9:30 a.m., Bridgewood
Conference Center

Author Deb Biechler Meet and Greet,
11 a.m., Lyons Books, 127 W. Wiscon-
sin Ave.

Dragon Boat and Mooncake Festival,
1 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Freestyle Fest FMX Show, S p.m., Ca-
vanaugh Carriages, 3910 Fairview Road

Sunday, Sept. 28

American Legion Family Post-Unit
33 Gold Star Luminary event, 3 p.m.,,
Shattuck Park Pavilion
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Latin dance school finds its rhythm in Shattuck space

By Bethanie Gengler
NeeNAH NEwWs

A new dance school has opened its doors
in the former Shattuck Middle School, aim-
ing to make Latin dance accessible to all
ages and backgrounds.

DanzArte, founded by Allison Lauber
de Garza, offers a welcoming space for par-
ticipants ages six through adult to learn a
variety of Latin dances
without the barriers of-
ten found in tradition-
al dance settings. The
business offers drop-in
classes in a non-com-
petitive and inclusive
environment.

Lauber de Garza
came up with the name
DanzArte by using the
Spanish words for dance and art put to-
gether.

“I'm very passionate about trying to con-
nect people through different cultures and
through dance because it really should be
kind of an intercultural celebration of mu-
sic and movement that invites everybody
to it,” she said.

Lauber de Garza joined forces with sev-
eral instructors to form DanzArte in the
former school.

“I was really looking for a place where
we could kind of work together,” she said.
“I felt like there wasn’t a communal space
where we could go and invite people from
the Fox Valley community in a way that
wouldn’t be cost prohibitive, and in a place
that would also be welcoming to kids.”

Classes are held in the school’s cafeteria,
which features movable partitions to ac-
commodate different group sizes and activ-
ities. Monday evening sessions are geared
toward youth ages 6 to 18, and Thursday
evenings are open to everyone.

DanzArte’s curriculum includes salsa,
bachata, cumbia, merengue and cha-cha
classes.

“The way that we have it set up right now,
it’s actually kind of a smorgasbord ... it’s a
little bit of everything, but it changes each
week,” Lauber de Garza said.

The school also hosts a monthly social
dance, providing a relaxed environment for
the community to practice and enjoy music

together.

Lauber de Garza, a Spanish teacher with
the Appleton Area School District, taught
dance for over 20 years in the Milwaukee
area before moving to the Fox Valley.

“Having seen their companies grow up
and build the community to what it is for
the dance community, I wanted to be able
to start something so people here can know
how great it is and how much fun it is,” she
said.

Lauber de Garza said she hopes to foster
a sense of inclusion and joy through dance.

“I feel like it’s one of the few opportuni-
ties that people of all ages can really learn
these types of dances in a setting that’s very
welcoming, non-judgmental. You don’t
need any experience. There’s really no com-
petition, per se,” she said.

The historic Shattuck Middle School
building, which closed in 2023 following
district restructuring and was sold to a lo-
cal developer, has sat vacant for most of
the past two years, other than the Neenah
Joint School District’s Health and Wellness
Center, which continued operating out of
the building,

In late August, New Springs Christian
Academy began classes out of the former
school, offering three-year-old kindergar-
ten through eighth grade in the same wing
as the Health and Wellness Center.

A third business, Spiketown USA, has
also been operating out of the building
since July, according to a calendar on the
company’s website. Spiketown runs vol-
leyball leagues, lessons and tournaments in
the central part of the building.

Outside the building, the courtside fields
are being turned into a residential hous-
ing development that will include 31 sin-
gle-family lots along Elm and Reed streets.
An outlot south of Laudan Boulevard will
be transferred to the city for the construc-
tion of a regional stormwater pond with a
paved walking trail around it.

With the addition of DanzArte, the for-
mer Shattuck Middle School is taking on
new life as a community hub.

Lauber de Garza said she hopes DanzArte
will become a welcoming space where peo-
ple of all ages can enjoy Latin dance, learn
new skills and connect with the community
through music and movement.

Neenah Library provides staft training

Neenah News

The Neenah Public Library will be
closed today for its annual all-staff in-ser-
vice training.

This year’s training will include staff
team building and information about AL
During the afternoon session, staft will re-
ceive CPR training from the Neenah-Me-

nasha Fire Department.

The library resumes regular hours at 10
a.m. Saturday. Library materials can be
returned in the outside book drop at any
time.

Contact the library with questions at
920-886-6315 or by email at library@
neenahlibrary.org.

DON’T FACE YOUR LEGAL
CHALLENGES ALONE

Help is here.

Call the
experienced
attorneys at
Stillings, Pasquale
& Swardenski

to help you with
your family law,
estate planning or
bankruptcy issue.

www.spslawyers.net
920-725-5305
251 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah

Submitted photo
Dancers take part in a class in the former Shattuck Middle School cafeteria, now home to the

dance school DanzArte.
TRUGI MONTE
o X

Togethpr”

CHEVROLET let’s drive
2025 Silverado
Crew Cab
UPTO
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2025 Silverado
Crew Cab
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329
MONTH

bergstromchevrolet.com

168,800 off MSRP is manufacturer rebate and dealer discount. Chevy Loyalty
Cash for owners of a 2011 or newer Chevrolet vehicle. $1,250 Trade assistance on
2FL turbo max or 5.3L. Stock #2512665. Ends 9/30/25.

2MSRP: $54,995. 36 mo, 10,000 mi lease with $4995 due at signing. $3250 less
due at signing with qualifying Chevrolet lease loyalty. To Approved credit. Tax,
title, license, service fee extra. Ends 9/30/2025.
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Meeting set for flying start program

Neenah News

Anyone who is interested in learning to
fly can find out more during an upcoming
meeting.

EAA Chapter 41 is planning to host a
“Flying Start” informational program on
learning to fly at Brennand Airport in Neen-
ah. The meeting will be held at 9 a.m. Sept.
27 at the airport, 3282 Breezewood Lane.

Members of the chapter are dedicated
to growing participation in aviation by
sharing the ways people can get started

in this fun and fulfilling recreation. EAA’s
Flying Start program introduces interest-
ed individuals to the endless opportuni-
ties and fun that result in earning a pilot’s
certificate.

The event will cover the steps and re-
quirements in learning to fly, provide tips
on how to make it economical and will
culminate in a free introductory flight.

For more information about this Flying
Start session, contact Greg Burneske at
920-415-1584.

Historian to present on prohibition, temperance movement

Neenah News

The Neenah Historical Society will pres-
ent information about Prohibition and the
Temperance Movement in Neenah.

Local historian Kara Rothkegel will
discuss what Neenah was like during the
temperance movement and prohibition

era. In a time when alcohol was outlawed,
Rothkegel will address how the city re-
sponded.

The presentation will be from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Thursday at the Neenah Public
Library. The event is free and open to the
public.

Milk delivery

Neenah Historical Society photo

Marten’s Dairy operated out of 2821 Breezewood Drive from 1931-1968. Founded by
Charles Marten, the dairy was taken over by his sons-in-law John Schaefer and Tom
Hendry. Deliveries to Neenah and Menasha customers were made daily by milkmen.

10% off all medispa
services

all the time

10% off filler and/or tox
treatment once per year

Membership exclusive
deals

www.fvpsurgery.com 2400 Witzel Avenue, Suite A

"MEDISPR
MEMBERSHIP

Receive 15% off all skincare,

50% off any single product
during your birthday month

WWW.FVPSURGERY.COM
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Oshkosh, W1 54904 (920) 233-1540 | Fax (414) 386-4625

Housing program

FROM PAGE 1

invested $3.5 million in ARPA funds for
affordable housing through a grant pro-

gram, creating 98 new housing units for

low- to moderate-income households

Under the proposed revolving loan
program, Winnebago County will offer
low-interest loans to developers and com-
munities for housing projects, covering
costs like property acquisition and pre-de-
velopment expenses. Loans will be repaid
and recycled into future projects, creating
a revolving fund, with interest supporting
administration and potential community
grants or reinvestment into the fund.

The program comes with a require-
ment that municipalities contribute to
early-stage costs, such as engineering or
environmental studies. Priority will go
to projects that provide true affordability
rather than just developer profit, accord-
ing to Scheer. An advisory board will
oversee applications, evaluate risk, and re-
port regularly to ensure transparency and
alignment with county priorities.

The Spirit Fund is a special account cre-
ated under former County Executive Jon
Doemel to hold federal ARPA pandemic
relief dollars. The county reclassified the
ARPA money as “lost revenue” from the
pandemic and moved it into the Spirit
Fund to be spent on local projects that re-
flect the original intent of ARPA.

The county was awarded $33.3 million
in ARPA funds, split between payments in
2021 and 2022.

As of Aug. 22, about $11.7 million re-
mained, including about $3.5 million in
accrued interest. The funds are held in a
money market account earning 4.1% in-
terest monthly.

County Executive Gordon Hintz told
commissioners last month that the coun-
ty has been working to develop the re-
volving loan program for a year. In June,
the Industrial Development Board (IDB)
committed $1 million to the proposed
program.

Hintz said the $3.5 million the county
would commit comes from the interest
earned on the ARPA dollars.

“The amount that we’re earmarking for
this new revolving loan initiative is inter-
est that was accrued on the dollars, and
allows us to experiment with a program
where the risk is lower because the money
comes back, is leveraged with IDB mon-

SATURDAY

September 20th
1TAM-3PM

VINEYARD MARKET DAY

20 vendors expected
including local artisans
and crafters.

Tasty Thai food truck will
be servicing at the event

ey and helps us accomplish new housing
needs, net new construction, and meet
some of the economic goals of the coun-
ty,” he said.

Hintz said there was indication from the
County Board that the remaining Spirit
Fund money would be used for county
projects and not for municipal or non-
profit projects based on the previous allo-
cation of the ARPA funds.

“I would suggest that a county initia-
tive, especially one that replenishes the
funding, and that it doesn’t go away, is
something that supports the mission of
the county and goals that we're trying to
accomplish,” he told commissioners.

Among the discussion was whether
the Spirit Fund should be used for hous-
ing or reserved for deferred maintenance
and capital projects. The county faces $67
million in deferred maintenance and $350
million in Master Plan proposals.

Hintz said allocating a portion of avail-
able funds to immediate needs would
reduce project costs, but very minimally,
and the county needs to act proactively on
new construction and housing, or risk fall-
ing behind neighboring counties.

Commissioner Don Merkes, who is the
former mayor of Menasha, told commis-
sioners to look at the big picture, stating
that the only way to fix and balance the
county budget is to grow the county.

“So we should really be looking for
things that help grow that value of our
county, and help our cities and other mu-
nicipalities grow the value of their com-
munities, which in fact increases the value
of the county,” he said at the meeting.

Merkes made a motion to amend the
revolving loan program resolution to
specify that in awarding funds, addition-
al consideration should be given to proj-
ects that promote the building of home-
owner equity, incorporate mixed-income
housing and provide workforce housing
opportunities for households earning up
to 140% of the county median income.
His amendment also noted that the $3.5
million allocation comes from the Spirit
Fund’s accrued interest. Both the amend-
ment and resolution were approved by the
commission.

The County Board is expected to con-
sider the resolution authorizing the re-
volving loan program at its Oct. 21 meet-
ing.

Once the program is approved, the
county plans to hire a nonprofit to manage
the new housing loan fund.

BOARDING - GROOMING - SUPPLIES

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

(920) 486-5600

1077 TULLAR CT,
NEENAH, WI.
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County provides information about vaccinations

By Anya Kelley
NEENAH NEWS

The Center for Disease Control has
confirmed 1,431 cases of measles in the
U.S,, the largest outbreak since it was de-
clared eliminated in 2000.

Wisconsin has 24 confirmed cases as
of last week. All the current cases are in
Oconto County and have been confirmed
to be unvaccinated people. Two cases have
resulted in hospitalization, but no deaths
have been reported yet.

As childhood vaccination rates continue
to decline across the country, Wisconsin
ranks as the state with the third lowest vac-
cine uptake rate leading public health offices
to gear up for a potential public health crisis.

Jaci Grignon, the communicable dis-
ease supervisor for Winnebago County
Public Health, said the number one goal
for the county is to not see vaccine rates
decrease.

“It’s different for each disease when
we're looking to get herd immunity,” Gri-
gnon said. “Mainly our main goal is just,

at this point, not to have rates decrease. At
least to not have a decrease.”

Winnebago County Public Health of-
ters two federally funded programs to as-
sistlow-income people and families access
vaccinations, the Vaccines for Children
(VFC) and the Vaccines for Adults (VFA)
programs. Vaccines can be administered
onsite for no cost and appointments can
be made by calling the office.

Last year, Winnebago County Public
Health used the Routine Immunizations
Through Community Engagement (RICE)
grant to help increase vaccine accessibil-
ity by partnering with clinics around the
county. Those clinics allowed people who
didn’t have access to their provider or had
multiple children to get appointments that
worked around the work and school day.
Grignon said the highest risk population is
always lower income groups.

“Sometimes, low income doesn’t just
mean you don’t have insurance,” Grignon
said. “The low income might mean that
you're in a position where you can’t take

off work”

At the state level, Wisconsin offers a few
helpful tools to survey the public health
landscape. By going to dhs.wisconsin.
gov/immunization/child-adolescent-vac-
cine-data.htm, anyone can see the per-
centage of vaccine uptake split up by each
county and specific vaccine. Currently,
83.4% of 24-month-olds in Winnebago
County have received one or more doses
of the MMR vaccine.

The Wisconsin Immunization Registry
allows each person to enter their name
and social security number to access their
history of vaccinations negating the need
for vaccination cards in the state of Wis-
consin. The registry also allows records to
be printed at home to eliminate needing
to wait for a doctor to provide them.

“Not every state has that,” Grignon said.

Grignon emphasized vaccines’ safety
and efficacy, and their ability to prevent
more than just disease. Antibiotic overuse
is a major issue in the US, and vaccina-
tions can help reduce their need.

“You don’t always think about the influ-
enza and all the things that come in pneu-
monia and all that,” Grignon said. “The ear
infections that come with[out] the HIB
vaccine ... you don't realize all the strep
throats and the ear infections that come
from that and all the antibiotics you're tak-
ing over the years from all of this.”

Grignon said vaccines keep people out
of the emergency room and away from
taking unnecessary doses of antibiotics
that can be hard on the kidneys.

“Vaccines have to be even safer than
say, a cancer medication or a medication
for someone who’s got pneumonia and is
very sick, who's got renal disease and such
because theyre giving [them] to someone
who’s healthy,” Grignon said.

To learn more about Winnebago Coun-
ty Health’s immunization initiatives or to
schedule an appointment, call 920-232-
3000. Anyone who suspects they may
have been exposed to measles or have
symptoms should stay home and call their
doctor immediately.

Business news roundup

Liz Larner has joined The Boldt Group
as chief legal officer. Larner will succeed
Randy Haak upon his retirement later this
year. Haak will continue to serve on the
Boldt Board of Directors. As an advisor
to the CEQ, board of directors and exec-
utive team, Larner will provide strategic
guidance to support business growth and
protect legal interests for The Boldt Group
and its entities including The Boldt Com-
pany, Boldt Holdings, Bildt and Calnin &
Goss. In her role, Larner will develop and
lead legal strategies, manage intellectual

property, manage ownership succession
including the Employee Stock Ownership
Plan and oversee legal aspects of invest-
ments, mergers and acquisitions.

Rustin Schwandt joins The Boldt Com-
pany as project architect. Schwandt brings
a background in small and large-scale
commercial remodels, multi million-dol-
lar clinics, schools and other project types
to Boldt’s design team. Additionally, he
has experience working with project
stakeholders, construction management,

and architecture and design teams to en-
sure project completion.

Cyrene Wilke has been appointed
as chief operations officer for Verve, a
Credit Union. Wilke joins Verve from
Horicon Bank, where she served as chief
operations and information officer. In
her new role as COO, Wilke will provide
strategic leadership and oversee Verve’s
operational infrastructure. She will en-
sure that processes, systems, and service
delivery align with organizational goals,

Life is made up of a million little chances to push harder, do better and start again.
Nothing should hold you back from taking advantage of even just one of those chances.
At ThedaCare, we're inspired by fresh starts, goals accomplished — and all the living in

between. That's why we're on a mission to create a healthier future for all.

Your life is our specialty. Learn how to live life inspired and
join the movement at ThedaCare.org/Lifelnspired

inspired.

compliance expectations, and member
experience standards.

Brittany Gudex has been hired as the
air service and business development
manager for Appleton International
Airport. In this role, she will be respon-
sible for expanding the airport’s revenue
sources and outreach in the community.
Items under her direction include grow-
ing new destinations from ATW and
steering economic development at the
airport’s properties.

¢¢ ThedaCare.
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Celebrate excellence as next Hall of Fame inductees sought

In Neenah, we take pride in our
schools, our traditions and the people
who make them extraordinary.

Each fall since 2015, the Neenah Joint
School District (NJSD) Hall of Fame
Celebration shines a spotlight on individ-
uals whose contributions have left a last-
ing mark on our schools and our commu-
nity. This year’s celebration will take place
on Sept. 27 at the Best Western Premier
Bridgewood Conference Center. While
we look forward to honoring this year’s
inductees, we are also looking ahead.

The NJSD Hall of Fame isn’t just about
high-profile accomplishments. It’s also
about recognizing the quiet, steady con-

Dr. Steve
Harrison

NJSD
superintendent
. ________________________________________________________|]

tributions that change lives. The coach
who mentored students long after the
season ended. The teacher who inspired
generations but never sought the spot-
light. The alum who, through service and
kindness, made a difference in ways that
don’t always make headlines. These are
the people whose stories deserve to be

School district names employees of the year

Neenah News

Eight individuals and one team of staff
members have been recognized as the
Neenah Joint School District’s Employees
of the Year for the 2024-25 school year.

The group represents one individual
from each of the district’s employment
categories. They were selected from the
nearly 800 total employees of the Neenah
Joint School District and were nominated
by colleagues, parents and students.

Four teachers were selected, including
Amy Auxier from the elementary level,
Laura Schlaak from the middle school lev-
el, Diane Underhill from the high school
level and Chad Oeftger from the special
services area.

Washington educational assistant Stacy
Hughes was selected as the Educational
Assistant of the Year and Horace Mann
administrative assistant Miranda Plath
was chosen as the administrative assistant
of the year. Middle school custodian John

NG
N)»

VISIT OUR OSHKOSH
SHOWROOM

Tuesday
10 AM - 2 PM

Wednesday
12 PM - 4 PM

Thursday
10 AM - 2 PM

AFTER HOURS BY
APPOINTMENT

Knaus was selected as the Operations/
Maintenance Employee of the Year and
middle school associate principal Dave
Sonnabend won the Administrator of the
Year award.

The Team of the Year honor was award-
ed to the literacy coaches across the ele-
mentary level.

The literacy coaches navigated the im-
plementation of Wisconsin’s new Act 20
law that requires science-aligned reading
instruction and mandatory screening and
assessments for students in grades 4K-3.
The group also has been involved in the
district’s evaluation of its English language
arts curriculum.

Members of the team are Bethany Nieft,
Liz Merrill, Stephanie Kerrgian, Amy
Keesler, Dianne Zimmer, Stefanie Mon-
roe, Cheryl Gianopoulos, Amanda Linz-
meier, Erin Baus, Mary Thompson, Patty
Weisensel, Bridget Perry and Kayla Mar-
shall.

vl AVAR

EXPIRES 09/30/2025

WrightwayBuilt.com | 920-232-5600

1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh, WI

told, and too often, they are the ones who
go unrecognized.

Since its creation in spring of 2014,
the Hall of Fame has welcomed honor-
ees whose achievements span careers,
service, arts, athletics, leadership, and
community impact. Some have gained
national recognition; others have quietly
shaped the character and success of our
schools in ways that can’t be measured
on a scoreboard or in a news article.
Both are equally worthy of our celebra-
tion.

That’s why we need your help. Nom-
inations are officially open for the 2026
Hall of Fame class, and we are especially
encouraging nominations for those who
might otherwise be overlooked - the
humble difference-makers whose work
has touched countless lives without ever
seeking credit.

Nominees can be:

« Alumni who graduated at least 20
years ago and have demonstrated excep-
tional achievement in their field, commu-
nity, or through personal character.

« Former NJSD staff members whose
dedication and mentorship left a lasting
imprint on students and colleagues.

« Friends of the district whose behind-
the-scenes service has made a meaningful
impact on our schools.

The nomination process is simple.
Forms are available at www.neenah k12.
wi.us/alumni/hall-of-fame and can be
completed online or downloaded and
mailed to the District Office. Nomina-
tions can be made at any time, but the
deadline for 2026 nominations is Nov.

30,2025. If you've ever thought, “Some-
one should really recognize them,” now is
your chance to be that someone.

While you're thinking about who to
nominate, mark your calendar for the
2025 Hall of Fame Celebration Brunch
on Sept. 27 at the Best Western Premier
Bridgewood Conference Center. This
uplifting morning will remind us that
greatness comes in many forms — and
often from the most unexpected places.
Tickets can be purchased at the NJSD
Administrative Building or through the
https://gofan.co/ and will be available
through Sept. 19. Table sponsorship
opportunities are now available and can
be purchased on Go Fan for any individ-
uals or businesses wishing to support this
tradition, gain community visibility, and
help us recognize the leaders who inspire
future generations.

Throughout the long and storied history
of the NJSD, a “Passion for Excellence”
has been the inspiration for many achieve-
ments. It has also been the motivation
behind important careers of service to the
NJSD as teacher, coach, administrator,
parent, booster and volunteer. It has been
the cornerstone to the remarkable lives of
countless Neenah alumni.

The NJSD Hall of Fame is about more
than honoring achievements - it’s about
preserving the legacies of those whose
character, service, and dedication inspire
future generations. Let’s make sure the
quiet heroes among us are remembered
and celebrated alongside the well-known
names.

Helping hands

Photo from Sleep in Heavenly Peace — WI, Oshkosh

Volunteers from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Neenah and other churches helped
with a project last weekend for Sleep in Heavenly Peace - W1, Oshkosh. The work
included making and constructing beds for people in need. Volunteers worked with
SHP team members to build bunks in an assembly line setup, with stations for sawing,
sanding, drilling, assembling, staining and branding the wood.

Hiring Caring People

JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benetfits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767

seniorsthide.

Home Care
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Fox Valley Technical College receives workforce training grants

Neenah News

Fox Valley Technical College (FVTC)
is the recipient of multiple Workforce Ad-
vancement Training (WAT) grants from
the Wisconsin Technical College System.

These grants, totaling nearly $950,000,
are part of the state’s $S million annual
investment in workforce development
and will support customized training pro-
grams designed to upskill employees and
enhance business performance across
Northeast Wisconsin.

The WAT grants will fund training in
high-demand areas such as manufactur-
ing, leadership development, health care,
transportation, maintenance and quality

operations. Programs will focus on techni-
cal skills, safety, automation, data analytics
and strategic planning—tailored to meet
the evolving needs of local industries.

“These grants allow us to deliver
high-impact, industry-specific training
that directly supports the needs of our
regional employers,” said Kari Meixl, di-
rector of business and industry services
at FVTC. “They also greatly help employ-
ers offset the cost of high-quality training,
making it more accessible to invest in their
workforce and stay competitive in today’s
fast-changing environment.”

Global technology company Valmet
is one of more than 100 local employers

UWO reports growing enrollment estimates

Neenah News

The University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
this week reported preliminary fall 2025
enrollment estimates showing growth
across several student populations.

The university said it is welcoming near-
ly 12,500 students on campus, throughout
Wisconsin and beyond. The UWO data,
captured as the Universities of Wisconsin
prepares to report estimates for the up-
coming official fall student census, shows
year-over-year increases in several catego-
ries.

Honors College enrollment is up 2%
after a record year of growth in 2024-25,
transfer student enrollment is up 4%, new
graduate student enrollment is up 17%,
first-year student retention is up 4% and
the first-year class on the Oshkosh campus
isup 2%.

“These categories highlight UWO’s abil-
ity to attract and support students seeking
strong academic communities, pathways

PRIORITY MEMBERSHIP NOW OPEN

to advanced degrees and accessible trans-
fer opportunities,” UWO Chancellor
Manohar Singh said. “They are proof that
students continue to see UW-Oshkosh as
a place where they can launch, continue or
elevate their higher education journeys.”

Universities of Wisconsin estimates for
UWO’s new freshman class released this
week project an overall first-year student
decline from fall 2024 to fall 2025 due to
the discontinuation of teaching and learn-
ing at UWO Fox Cities in June. New first-
year student estimates specifically for the
Oshkosh-campus, year-over-year, indicate
a2.2% increase.

The deeper dive into UWO enrollment
reveals resilience and encouraging mo-
mentum in student populations that align
with institutional strengths and growth
strategies, Singh said.

UWO will provide final enrollment re-
ports to the Universities of Wisconsin lat-

er this fall.

It’s possible to reimagine your

retirement. Join us for a September
information session to learn more about

our brand-new community on Little
Lake Butte Des Morts in Fox Crossing.

Come explore our new community and learn how you can become a

Priority Member. For a risk-free and fully refundable deposit, you'll

enjoy these benefits and more:

* Prime selection of residence styles and locations

* Lowest pricing ever to be offered
* Invitations to exclusive Member-only events

* Updates on the latest information

* Special benefits package

who have already benefited from training
facilitated by FVTC’s Business & Industry
Services.

“The knowledge and skills which our
employees have gained at FVTC to teach
classes (Train-the-Trainer Course) have
met and exceeded our expectations,” said
Marc Grassel, Valmet training manager.

“In addition, the cost is considerably less
than other options, making FVTC a great
value”

For more information about training
opportunities through FVTC’s Business
& Industry Services, visit fvtc.edu/bis,
call 920-735-2525 or email bi.services@
fvtc.edu.

Students offered chance to ride in a fire truck

Neenah News

The Town of Neenah Fire Department
is offering kids fourth grade and below
from the Neenah area a chance to ride to
school in a fire truck in October for Fire
Prevention Month.

Winners will be selected at random and
contacted before October to make ar-
rangements. To submit a child’s name, vis-
it forms.gle/4Sih1UtYF1yYGY4p9 before
Sept. 27. Submissions can also be made by

calling 920-725-0916, emailing eskerke@
tn.neenah.wi.gov or going to the town of-
fice, 1600 Breezewood Lane. A box will be
placed in the main vestibule with paper
forms.

The program is part of the fire depart-
ment’s commitment to fire safety edu-
cation and community engagement as it
aims to provide an experience children
will not forget. Questions can be directed
to FireChief@tn.neenah.wi.gov.

Fire department to host open house on Saturday

Neenah News

The Fox Crossing Fire Department will
host its annual open house Saturday at
Station 40, 1326 Cold Spring Road.

Activities for kids during the event from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. will include an obstacle

course, Marshall the Fire Pup and face
painting. Other activities include adult
education, emergency response vehicle
viewing and free lunch while supplies last.
A grease fire demo and side-by-side burn
trailer will be among the demonstrations.

Do you love the Neenah News?

LooRing for ways to support the work we do?

Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their ad in the Neenah News.

It’s easy!

e
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Fox Crossing
Possibilities await.
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CREATE

Choose from several dates:

10 a.m. morning sessions:

2 p-m. afternoon sessions:

» Monday, September 15
o Tuesday, September 23
o Thursday, September 25

All events will take place at our
Evergreen Oshkosh Worship & Performing Arts Center
1130 North Westfield Street, Oshkosh, W1 54902

o Wednesday, September 10
o Wednesday, September 17

RSVP today at EvergreenFoxCrossing.com
or call us at 920-450-2524.




PAGE 8 | NEENAHNEWS.COM

SepTEmMBER 12, 2025

Fire truck manufacturers face antitrust class action lawsuit

Neenah News

A Wisconsin city is suing a number of
fire truck manufacturers alleging the com-
panies have created a noncompetitive
market by sharing information not avail-
able to the public amongst the companies.

Oshkosh Corp., Pierce Manufacturing
Inc., REV Group Inc., Rosenbauer Amer-
ica LLC and Fire Apparatus Manufac-
turers’ Association (FAMA) are named
as defendants in the case brought to the
United States District Court by plaintiff
the City of La Crosse.

The lawsuit, which was filed last month
in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Wisconsin in Green Bay, con-
tains numerous allegations including that

these companies have cooperated to raise
the price of fire trucks while increasing
wait times and increasing profits.

Oshkosh Corp. owns Pierce Manufac-
turing Inc. and the suit states Oshkosh
Corp. REV and Rosenbauer control 70%
to 80% of the fire truck market in the Unit-
ed States.

The suit alleges the manufacturers
worked with FAMA to create a database of
sensitive economic data from all fire truck
manufacturers. This information would
not normally be shared between compet-
itors.

The suit calls the conduct of the man-
ufacturers with FAMA a conspiracy and
that it violates federal and Wisconsin an-

Neenah man sentenced in 2024 Bell Street shooting

Neenah News

An 18-year-old Neenah man has been
sentenced to prison for a 2024 shoot-
ing that seriously injured his 11-year-old
brother and anoth-
er man, as well as for
maintaining a drug
trafficking place.

Anthony Hendricks
was sentenced Mon-
day to 20 months in
prison, followed by
five years of extended
supervision for a sec- m
ond-degree  reckless
injury charge. The court withheld a three-
year probation sentence on a drug traffick-
ing charge and ordered him to pay $7,829
in restitution. Four other felony charges
were dismissed as part of a plea deal but
read in, meaning they could be considered
at sentencing.

Police were called to an apartment com-
plex on Bell Street on Nov. 29 after Hen-
dricks shot an adult male and accidentally
shot his younger brother. The adult male
was shot above the groin and three times
in the thigh, while the 11-year-old boy was
shot in the lower back. Both survived.

During a search of the apartment, police
found more than 1,000 grams of marijua-
na and THC products.

Hendricks” mother, Elizabeth Johnson,
40, who also lived at the apartment, was
convicted in February of maintaining a
drug trafficking place as a party to the
crime and was sentenced to three years of
probation.

Another man in the apartment, Lamell
Matthews, 18, was sentenced to two years
of probation for harboring or aiding a felon.

Both were charged in connection with
the Bell Street shooting and drug traffick-
ing case involving Hendricks.

titrust laws.

“Manufacturer defendants have been
able to increase their margins by several
percentage points and boost total profits,
all without concern that their competi-
tors will try to steal market share,” the suit
alleges. “Defendants have also sought to
cooperate rather than compete, with one
another”

The only people with access to the
FAMA data are fire truck manufacturers.
It is not available to fire departments or
municipalities that could be interested in
data about fire truck pricing.

According to the lawsuit, a fire truck
that previously cost $500,000 in the mid-
2010s now costs $1 million and a more
specialized truck has risen from $900,000
to more than $2 million. Based on infla-
tion alone, the lawsuit claims a fire truck
should cost approximately $680,000 and a
specialized truck would cost around $1.2
million.

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds are one of the main drivers that
led to the increase in the demand for fire
trucks. Municipalities across the nation
received federal funds and many used
those to purchase new equipment for fire
departments.

The suit states that the market for trucks
dropped off after the 2008 financial reces-

sion and in 2011 market trends showed
about 3,000 fire trucks were sold a year.
By 2022 that number had grown to 6,500.

Despite this rise in demand, the lawsuit
alleges the manufacturers have made no
effort to increase supply.

Hagens Berman, the law firm represent-
ing the city of La Crosse, alleges in the suit
that Oshkosh Corp.s backlog of fire truck
orders quadrupled between 2019 and
2023 and that approximately $4 billion
worth of orders have not been filled.

The firm is asking other municipalities
to join the suit as a class action lawsuit.

“Did your fire department or munic-
ipality order a new firetruck in the last
10 years? You may have paid artificially
inflated prices and experienced manufac-
turing delays due to an alleged conspiracy
between firetruck manufacturers,” Hagens
Berman states on a webpage asking other
municipalities to join the lawsuit.

The city of La Crosse is seeking dam-
ages of over $5 million. The lawsuit is de-
manding a jury trial take place to settle the
issue.

A statement from Oshkosh Corp. stated,
“The allegations in this lawsuit are without
merit, and Oshkosh remains committed
to delivering safe, high-quality fire trucks
while continuing to reinvest in our U.S.
operations to meet record demand.”

Open Your World
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Neenah News

Rodney Franklin, who is accused of killing 73-year-old Keith Rieskamp, is shown leaving the

courtroom following a hearing in March.

Jury trial is set in sus

Neenah News

A Neenah man charged in the suspi-
cious death of a homeless man pleaded
not guilty last week and a five-day jury tri-
al is scheduled to begin May 18.

Rodney Franklin, S3, is accused of kill-
ing 73-year-old Keith Rieskamp, who had
been living in area parks and was found
unconscious in November 2024 outside
an apartment building on East Doty Av-
enue.

Rieskamp was taken to a hospital, where
he was pronounced dead. The medical
examiner’s office determined Rieskamp’s
cause of death was multiple blunt force in-
juries and hypothermia.

Franklin lived in the apartment building
where Rieskamp was found. Police search-
ing Franklin’s unit discovered Rieskamp’s
blood-covered watch and bracelet in a

?icious death case

esser drawer, and his wallet and identi-
fication in another part of the apartment.

Franklin was initially arrested on
charges of theft from a corpse and sec-
ond-offense possession of THC and has
remained in custody since. Those charges
were dismissed in May and Franklin was
charged with first degree intentional ho-
micide and theft from a corpse.

A May 20 report from the crime lab
showed DNA from a blood-covered
brick found at the scene contained both
Franklin’s and Rieskamp’s DNA. A red-
dish-brown stain on a shoe found in
Franklin’s apartment was also tested and
revealed a four-person mixture of DNA
that included both men.

If convicted of the first-degree inten-
tional homicide charge, Franklin faces a
mandatory sentence of life in prison.

Fox Valley
Hearing
Center, Inc.

920.267.4999

Neenah - Oshkosh - Appleton « Ripon
FoxValleyHearingCenter.com

920-312-6616
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Brewing company partners with marathon to celebrate runners

Neenah News

The Community First Fox Cities Mara-
thon Presented by Miron Construction is
teaming up with Lion’s Tail Brewing Co. in
Neenah for a second year of an exclusive
partnership.

This year’s brew is called “Pace Yourself
Mile 2”7 and celebrates the spirit of run-
ners and walkers while providing a taste of
the local community. With a 4.2% alcohol
by volume (ABV), this light lager offers a
subtle maltiness and a smooth, refreshing
finish, event organizers say is perfect for
toasting to the achievements of race par-
ticipants and supporters alike.

‘Pace Yourself Mile 2’ launched at an ex-
clusive Runner’s Release party Thursday
at Lion’s Tail Brewing Co., 116 S. Com-
mercial St.

“Celebrating a tough run is necessary,”
race director Julie Johnson said. “What
better way than with a refreshing local
brew? We're thrilled to partner with Lion’s
Tail Brewing Co. for the second year in a

row to give our participants and support-
ers a true taste of Wisconsin spirit. Locat-
ed less than a mile from Riverside Park,
where all participants cross our finish
line, Lion’s Tail is the perfect place to cele-
brate throughout the Fox Cities Marathon
weekend of events.”

Pace Yourself Mile 2 will be available to
all participants starting at 10 a.m. Sept. 21
during the Fox Cities Marathon After Par-
ty at Lion’s Tail Brewing Co., following the
Community First Fox Cities Marathon
and ThedaCare Half Marathon Run/Walk
and Competitive Walk.

“After the first version of the ‘Pace Your-
self” beer sold out last year, we're thrilled
to collaborate with the Fox Cities Mara-
thon again,” said Liz Welch, marketing and
business operations manager at Lion’s Tail
Brewing Co. “With people traveling from
all over the country and even internation-
ally, we're excited to share a piece of our
community with the Fox Cities Marathon
and the talented athletes throughout the

Big Brother Big Sisters holding Dudes N Brews events

Neenah News

Every September, Big Brothers Bigs Sis-
ters of East Central Wisconsin recognizes
the impact of its programming, mentor-
ship and matches during Big Brothers Big
Sisters Month.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of East Central
Wisconsin (BBBSECW) will kick-off its
commemoration during Big Brothers Big
Sisters Month, celebrating matches at ev-
ery stage. With 20 million BBBS alumni
worldwide, their stories make up the foun-
dation of Big Brothers Big Sisters’ impact
and longevity.

This September, BBBSECW is shifting
perceptions of mentorship and redefining
the little everyday moments that can make
a big impact on the lives of young people
— time already spent going to a movie,
sharing a slice of pizza and getting coffee.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of East Cen-

tral Wisconsin is hosting two “Dudes N
Brews” events to support its mission to re-
cruit more male mentors for BBBSECW's
waiting Little Brothers.

One will be held from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 at Tanners Grill and Bar West,
110 S. Nicolet Road, Appleton. The sec-
ond event will be held from 4:30 to 6:30
p-m. Sept. 30 at The Bar — Oshkosh, 825
N. Washburn St., Oshkosh.

Current BBBSECW Mentors and Com-
munity members alike are encouraged
to bring a male they think would make a
great mentor. Stop in, have a drink, spin
Jill's raftle wheel of prizes, and learn more
about how it truly takes little to be big.

To learn more about becoming a men-
tor and bridging the gap between people
and possibility by visiting bbbsecw.org/
become-a-big or contact Jill Grambow at
920-383-4904 or jgrambow@bbbsecw.org.

Registration open for Leadership Breakfast

Neenah News

The Fox Cities Chamber is hosting its
annual Women in Leadership Breakfast
on from 8 to 10 a.m. Oct. 1 at the Double-
Tree by Hilton, Neenah.

Participants will see four local women
take the stage to talk about their experi-
ences, challenges, rewards and surprises
they’ve encountered as women in leader-
ship positions.

Men and women alike are invited to join
and learn from each other. This event is
organized by the Chamber’s Pulse Young
Professionals Network.

The panel includes Chakla Davis, senior
executive HR leader, Plexus Corporation;
Polly Olsen Appleton Police Department
chief; Lisa Piikkila, owner and creative
director, Coalesce Marketing and Design
and Heather Wessley, vice president of
community impact, Fox Communities
Credit Union.

The cost for the event is $35 for Fox
Cities Chamber and Pulse members;
$50 for non-members. To register, visit
members.foxcc.net/chamber-events/De-
tails/2025-women-in-leadership-break-
fast-14469282sourceTypeld=Website.

weekend attractions.”

The ‘Pace Yourself Mile 2’ can label
was designed by a local graphic artist
with Lion’s Tail. It features the Fox River
and the tagline, “Run local, drink local”
Available as a can pour or in four-packs
of 16-oz. cans to go, ‘Pace Yourself Mile

2’ can be purchased at Lion’s Tail Brew-
ing Co.

For more information on the Commu-
nity First Fox Cities Marathon Presented
by Miron Construction, including how
to register for any of the race weekend
events, visit foxcitiesmarathon.org.

Photo by David Hall

Patrons enjoy drinks from a selection of products at Lion’s Tail Brewing Co., which selects beers

to serve that get released each week.

Tap lists

FROM PAGE 1

beer that we need for the weeks we're
looking to plan on the production sched-
ule, and from there we start listing off the
specific concept for the corresponding
style. Once everyone’s ideas are written
on the board, we simply vote on them.
The winners make it onto the production
schedule, and the rest get added back into
the bullpen for another time,” said Liz
Welch, operations manager.

Founded by passionate homebrewer
Alex Wenzel and his wife Kristin, Lion’s
Tail has built a reputation for crafting “in-
teresting, well-balanced beer with big fla-
vor while using only real ingredients.” This
philosophy underpins every decision,
from their popular flagships to their more
adventurous, seasonal and limited-release
offerings. This means they have a dynamic

tap list that often feature Hazy IPAs, tra-
ditional German lagers, sours and exper-
imental brews.

Unlike bars that can quickly shift their
offerings if a particular beer fails to be
popular, there are practical considerations
that govern a brewery like cost and infra-
structure. The cost, availability and quality
of hops, malts, and yeast are paramount.

Lion’s Tail's commitment to “real ingre-
dients” means careful sourcing, which can
influence what they can brew at any given
time. A brewery’s infrastructure, equip-
ment and tank space, dictate how much
beer can be produced and how quickly.
Lagers and bourbon barrel aged beer, for
instance, require longer lagering and ag-
ing times, which can tie up valuable tank
space.

In short, the brewers say the tap list isn’t
just a random assortment of beers; it’s a
curated experience designed to entice and
satisfy.

Junk in the Trunk coming to City Hall

Neenah News

Neenah Parks & Rec is organizing a
Junk in the Trunk event to be held from
8 am. to 1 pm. Sept. 27 in the City Hall
parking lot, 211 Walnut St.

The free community rummage sale is
open to the public.

Vendors must pre-register. The cost for
vendors is $25. Register with Parks & Rec.
For more information, call 920-886-6060.
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Buy, Gift, or Renew your Membership
at Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of
Glass, add a $20 (or greater)
contribution and receive an adorable
handmade glass Pumpkinette*
created by artist Christopher Belleau
(retail value $40).

Visit bmmglass.com/membership
or scan the code below.

*Promotion runs
September 3rd through
November 15th, 2025.
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Neenah News

A Vinton Construction crew works in Doty Park as part of Phase 1 of a shoreline improvement

project.

Doty Park

FROM PAGE 1

C.B. Clark donated the nine acres for
Doty Park to the city in 1922, and the park
was officially dedicated in 1928. The cur-
rent wood shore wall in the park, installed
38 years ago, has failed, causing sinkholes
and erosion in the Fox River channel.

“The wall is broken and erosion has got-
ten in behind the wall and is taking all the
material out,” Kading said. “There’s just
many locations where it’s just not safe for
guests in the park any longer”

The project will install concrete block
walls in the internal channel, naturalize
the shoreline, and create specific access
points for fishing and viewing. Key im-
provements include prairie matting, seed-
ing and planting along 750 feet of shore-
line, creating three viewing outcroppings
along the Fox River and installing 1,362
feet of concrete blocks along the inner
channel.

“What we're going to be accomplishing
this year is very much shoreline versus
in the years to come, when we get clos-
er to the Whiting Boathouse, it’s going
to be shore wall, and dealing with the
boat launch and mixing and melding it in
there,” he said.

The project is expected to reduce ero-
sion and run-off, improve water quality

Rasmussen’s
Apple Acres
OSHKOSH, WI

Located 2 1/2 miles west of

Hwy 41 on the south side of
State Road 21.

Call 920-235-2850
for more picking
information and pricing.

and enhance the habitat for wildlife.

Vinton Construction broke ground last
week and is working on a compressed
schedule, with substantial completion ex-
pected by late fall or early winter.

Kading said public access to areas of the
park will be impacted by construction.

“People will not have access to the two
bridges nor the island during construc-
tion, and there’s about a 25 foot buffer
zone between the internal channel and
where the construction fencing has been
put up,” he said. “You can walk the path,
and we’ve got some signs up to tell you
about the project, but you're not going to
be able to get onto the island.”

Phase 2 will focus on aesthetics, stabili-
zation and access along the shoreline east
and west of the channel. The work will be
completed pending the completion of the
Kimberly Point Park shoreline improve-
ments.

The planned work at Kimberly Point
Park includes conducting soil borings
sometime this month, followed by engi-
neering, design, and permitting through-
out 2026. Construction is expected to be-
gin in fall 2027 and continue into spring
2028.

The Kimberly Point project will rein-
force the shoreline near the lighthouse to
protect against wind, wave and ice dam-
age, while adding native landscaping to
control erosion and support wildlife hab-
itat. The work is estimated to cost about
$2.3 million.

Separately, the Kimberly Point Light-
house will also be renovated next year.
The city is seeking public donations to
raise half of the estimated $565,000 need-
ed to renovate the lighthouse.

Aswork continues in Doty Park, Kading
asked the public to stay clear of the crews.

“Be cautious when the guys and gals are
there doing the work and give us the time,
the space, and look forward to a beauti-
ful project,” he said. “Next spring, we’ll
be able to get you back on the island and
looking at everything and enjoying it.”

T by

WASH | DRY | FOLD

5], [E]

fresh.
clean. 5
delivered. @A

400 N Richmond St. Ste D Appleton, WI 54911
(920) 573-6629 | www.thelaundrygal.com

www.facebook.com/thelaundrygalwi

Appleton author
publishes first book

Neenah News

Appleton author Christine Calhoun
will be holding a meet and greet from
noon to 2 p.m. Saturday at Lyons Books,
127 W. Wisconsin Ave. after publishing
her first book.

Calhoun said Goodbye, My Love is
self-published. The book is about how
Calhoun noticed in April 2018 that her
husband Paul’s memory had become bad,
leading her to ask family members for
their opinions. They told her they had no-
ticed changes for a while.

“This helped confirm my worries, so I
prodded him to see his primary doctor,”
Calhoun said. “Although he was reluctant
to go to the doctor, he finally acquiesced.
The diagnosis was mild cognitive impair-
ment.”

Calhoun explained her husband’s physi-
cian referred him to an advanced practice
nurse practitioner at a neurology practice.
She gave him a battery of cognitive tests
— draw a clock, count backward from
100 by three, name as many words that
begin with “f” as possible, remember five
words and repeat them when asked — all
of which she said he had difliculty, espe-
cially remembering the words.

In August 2020, Calhoun said they re-
turned to see the nurse practitioner.

“The tests were repeated,” Calhoun
said. “I heard him struggle to answer the
questions. His executive functioning was
severely diminished from two years ago.
At that time, he was diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s Disease mixed with vascular de-
mentia. The nurse practitioner asked me
to tell him of the diagnosis. She felt he had
a right to know”

She also said it would be prudent if he
stopped driving because of liability issues
and scheduled a driving evaluation in Oc-
tober, Calhoun said.

“Thank goodness, he voluntarily gave
up driving,” Calhoun said. “The driving
evaluation was in October which he failed,
and his driver’s license was revoked by the
DMV”

Calhoun said they were sitting outside
the family cottage on a beautiful evening
when she told Paul the devastating news.

“I tried not to cry,” Calhoun said. “He
showed little emotion. His mother had
died of Alzheimer’s, so I thought he would
understand the import of the diagnosis.
However, I was unsure if he understood
the gravity of the situation. I never again
told him he had Alzheimer’s”

In November 2020, Calhoun started
to journal her observations and thoughts
of their journey. On Dec. 19, 2023, Paul
passed away.

“My book is dedicated to our journey,”
she said.

Local college
graduates

Tyler Beauchamp of Neenah received
a bachelor of science in biomedical en-
gineering from the Milwaukee School of
Engineering this spring.

Elisabeth Bradshaw of Neenah graduat-
ed this summer from Iowa State Univer-
sity with a bachelor of science degree in
marketing.
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Zephyrs bounce back to serve up win over Ledgers

By Steve Clark
NEeeENAH NEwWS

Luci Nackers took a deep breath and did
what she knows how to do.

St. Mary’s Springs was unable to do any-
thing with Nackers’ tough serve on match
point as St. Mary Catholic capped a tight
win in the final set in a come-from-behind
16-25, 25-11, 25-23, 25-23 nonconfer-
ence win inside the McClone Gymnasium
on Tuesday night.

“I'was nervous, but I believed I could do
it,” Nackers said of her final serve. “I just
took a second to collect myself and then
did what I know I can do”

It was an intense final stretch of points
to seal the win and keep the Ledgers from
extending the match to a fifth set.

Adele Brennan’s spike off a Ledger dig
attempt lifted the Zephyrs into a tie at 20
before three straight points on Sammi
Weiss’ serve — including an ace — gave St.
Mary Catholic alead in the see-saw fourth
set.

The Ledgers, however, answered with
three straight points to force the 11" tie
score of the set but Springs wasn’t able to
regain the lead. Nackers notched her final
kill of the night to get the Zephyrs to the
match point before finishing things off at
the service line.

“Just working together as a team was a
big part of (finishing it off ),” Nackers said.
“That’s a great mindset for us to have and
it’s going to help us in the long run.”

St. Mary Catholic head coach Mike
Mauritz liked the way his team was able
to win the last two close sets to collect the
victory.

“We're relatively young so that is a real-
ly good growth opportunity for us, to see

us respond like that,” Mauritz said. “Not
just play hard, but get that success and
ultimately win the match. It’s a stepping
stone.”

After trailing almost the entire first set
as Springs grabbed the early lead in the
match, the Zephyrs swayed the momen-
tum to their side early in the second set.

Piper Neubauer put together a string of
eight straight serves to turn a two-point
advantage into a 15-4 lead as St. Mary
Catholic seized control. Nackers posted
three kills and Neubauer had two aces
during the run, while Brennan and Emily
Weiss each added kills as well.

“We feel that momentum a lot,” Nackers
said. “Point after point, it just got us real-
ly hyped. Having a lot of voices out there
and being loud and energetic, that plays a
big part in it.”

The Zephyrs maintained control of the
set to even the match and then grabbed
the early lead in the third set getting two
kills from Autumn Crowe and another
from Bethany Ruppert to build a 6-4 lead.

Springs answered with four straight
points to take a two-point lead before the
Zephyrs scored four points of their own —
two on aces by Crowe — to bounce back
in front.

St. Mary Catholic took the lead for good
on a Springs’ hitting error and a kill from
Brennan, eventually pulling ahead 21-17,
while a spike off a Ledgers’ block by Na-
ckers moved the Zephyrs to set point at
24-21.

Springs scored the next two points to
narrow the margin but had an errant serve
for the Zephyrs’ final point of the set.

“Springs played really well that first set

See Zephyrs win on Pace 15

SUPPORT LOCAL NEWS!

Neenah News
St. Mary Catholic libero Bitsy McCauley bumps a pass forward as Autumn Crowe (7) looks
on on Tuesday.
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LaSure’s Banquet Hall, 3125 S Washburn, Oshkosh

On Sunday, October 5 9:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. with brunch served at
10:30 and bidding at 11:30.

Tickets ($30) must be purchased by Wednesday, September 24 and
are available at Travel Leaders, West Pointe Bank and Oshkosh Altrusa
members.

Craft & Bake, Saturday, November 1st from 8am-2:30pm at
Leannah Hall, Sacred Heart Church of St. Jude Parish located at
6th & Knapp St., Oshkosh.

Vendors will be selling a wide variety of handcrafted, locally made items
including unique jewelry; holiday decor; and much more.
Altrusa’s famous freshly picked pecans will be available.

Coffee, soda, cinnamon rolls and light lunch will be sold while supplies last.

Festival of Trees at The Grand Oshkosh

In collaboration with WestPoint Bank, Caramel Crisp, and The Grand
Oshkosh

The Grand Oshkosh will be decorated with gorgeous trees, wreaths, and
vignettes! Enjoy the beauty along with entertainment and activities.

November 28
November 29
November 30
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 5
December 6

10 a.am. — 6 p.m.

10 am.—4pm./ 6 pm. —8pm.
10 a.m. — 3 p.m.

Closed

10 a.am. — 6 p.m.

10 am.—2pm./ 6 pm. —8pm.
Closed (holiday parade)

10 a.m.— 2 p.m./ 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
10 a.m. —4 p.m./ 6 p.m. — 9 p.m.
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Rockets hoping to flip script against talented Ghosts

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEWS

The last two seasons, the Kaukauna
defense has done a number on Neenah’s
normally potent running game.

A year ago, the Rockets were held to
just 83 yards and a mere 3.8 yards per
carry in a 17-6 loss to the Ghosts, after
notching 123 yards in a 16-9 defeat in
2023.

When the two Fox
Valley  Association
powerhouses col-
lide on Friday night
at Rocket Stadium,
Neenah coach Steve
Jung knows it will be
key for his team to
crank its ground game

“Their run fits have
been really good and we have had a hard
time moving the ball against them. They
play us really physical,” Jung said earlier
this week. “We’ve got to win that physi-
cal battle and we have to be able to estab-
lish the run game to beat them. This is a
big week for us.”

Neenah will enter the game off its best
rushing performance so far this season
after posting 315 yards on the ground in
a 51-21 thumping of Appleton East last
week.

Junior quarterback Ashton Van Beek
paced the attack with 128 yards and two
touchdowns on just 12 carries, while se-
nior Brock Hoehne added 75 yards and
a score. Junior Cooper Sieck also rushed

Week 4 games

Fox Valley Association
(records reflect FVA games)
Kaukauna (1-0) at Neenah (1-0)
Fond du Lac (0-1) at Kimberly (1-0)
Oshkosh West (0-1) at Appleton North (1-0)
Appleton East (0-1) at Hortonville (0-1)

for a touchdown as the Rockets averaged
6.6 yards per carry in the game.

Jung said the Rockets won’t make any
sweeping changes to the rushing attack
heading into the showdown against Kau-
kauna. He believes success will be a re-
sult of how their gameplan translates on
to the field.

“Clearly we have to be more physical,
but really it comes down to execution,”
Jung said. “We know what fronts they are
going to run. We have to get after those
fronts and be more efficient in our run
game.”

Van Beek is averaging more than 100
yards rushing per game in his return to
the starting quarterback position. He
filled the role during his freshman season
for an injured Evan Vanevenhoven be-
fore starting at wide receiver last season
when Vanevenhoeven was healthy.

With Van Beek leading the way, the
Rockets’ new backfield — which includes
Hoehne and Sieck most of the time —
now has three games working together
and the unit is starting to find some good
chemistry.

“We've worked at (our chemistry)
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a lot. At practices we are bonding the
whole time. We're starting to find it,” said
Van Beek, who also threw two touch-
downs in the win over Appleton East.
“We have to be sound on offense (Friday
night). No dumb penalties and just hard
running.”

Defensively, the Rockets have been
solid through the first three games and
will need to have their best effort against
a Kaukauna team that put up 37 points a
week ago in a win over Hortonville.

Yet, there is another area that Jung will
be watching closely on Friday night, try-
ing to find an advantage over the Ghosts.

“I thought we played well offensively
and defensively (against Appleton East)
but we have to tidy some things up on our
special teams,” Jung said. “In close games,
we have to be great in all three phases and
those things can be a big factor.”

The Rockets are no stranger to close

games this season after their first two
games were each decided by three points
or less. Neenah beat Muskego, 14-13, in
the opener before falling to Arrowhead
16-13 in week 2.

Jung said playing those caliber of
teams in the nonconference slate should
help the Rockets on Friday.

“That helps us a lot. Playing Muskego
and Arrowhead, gave us some confi-
dence,” Jung said. “We didn’t know what
to expect coming into the season because
we had lost a lot from last year but the
guys have played much better than we
thought they would this season. I think
we are a little ahead of where we were last
year.”

And the Rockets will certainly be
ready to tussle with the Ghosts.

“We're definitely focused,” Van Beek
said. “We're going to bring it to them.
We're going to be ready””

Defense anchors Zephyrs’ efforts
as team looks for first EWC win

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEWS

Stopping opponents hasn’t been a
problem the last two weeks for the St.
Mary Catholic football team.

After posting a shutout win over Mana-
wa in Week 2, the Zephyrs held Valders
to 155 yards in total offense while keep-
ing the Vikings out of the end zone in an
8-2 loss in their Eastern Wisconsin Con-
ference opener. The Vikings’ lone touch-
down came on a defensive score.

St. Mary Catholic will look to have an-
other strong defensive effort while also
fine-tuning its offense when it hosts Chil-
ton on Friday night.

“We're definite-
ly getting there. Last
game, we saw what
we can do defensively,
now just offensively
we have to clean it up
and execute better,’
said senior quarter-
back Maddox Dwyer.
“But it’s all starting to
come together and we
are excited to where
it’s bringing us.”

In their second year
in the Eastern Wis-
consin  Conference,
the Zephyrs are still
in search of their first
win in the league after
finishing 0-7 in confer-

ence play in 2024.

That’s certainly motivation for the
team heading into the matchup against
the Tigers, but first-year coach Rob Det-
terman said there is another aspect he’s
preaching to his team.

“Now, it’s getting a conference win but
the other thing is to protect the home
field. We are trying to make that a point
of emphasis. That’s a big deal,” Rob Det-
terman said. “We want to get a confer-
ence win and protect our homefield.”

Chilton also enters the game 1-2 over-
all on the year and were shutout last
week in a 23-0 loss to Brillion. The Tigers
scored just six points in the week before
in a win over Oconto.

Senior running back Caleb Weigert is
the top offensive threat for Chilton hav-
ing rushed for a team-high 127 yards,
while quarterback Lucas Groeschl has
thrown for 261 yards in three games,
while adding 71 yards on the ground.

The Zephyrs, who lost to the Tigers,

Week 4 games

Eastern Wisconsin Conference

(records reflect EWC games)
Chilton (0-1) at St. Mary Catholic (0-1)
Valders (1-0) at New Holstein (1-0)
K/SL/SC (0-1) at Roncalli (1-0)

Kiel (0-1) at Brillion (1-0)

34-10 last season, will look to keep the
Tigers’ offense quiet again this week.

“We need to be physical. I don’t know
if last week we were as physical as we
could be,” said junior lineman Brady Det-
terman. “The team is going upward but
we have a lot to improve on. Talent is not
an issue. We just have to get everyone fo-
cused on one goal.”

Offensively, the Zephyrs have been
moving the ball the last two weeks but
will need to have its best effort of the sea-
son in order to beat the Tigers.

St. Mary Catholic put up more than
260 yards of offense against Valders, but
committed four turnovers, including
an interception that led to the Vikings’
score.

“We know what we have to do on the
offensive side of the ball and most of
the time it just comes down to execu-
tion,” Dwyer said. “(Against Valders), if
we would have executed, we would have
won the game.”

Cutting down on turnovers will be one
key, but the Zephyrs will also have to find
a way to take advantage of the opportuni-
ties they get to put points on the board.

“The big thing is we have to finish
drives. We have to put points on the
board and then continue to play good
defense,” Rob Detterman said. “We have
been able to move the ball, it’s just finish-
ing drives and hopefully we will get there
this week.”

If the Zephyrs can sure up those two
areas and continue to lean on its defense,
the team could certainly be in the hunt
for its first EWC victory.

It’s something that could give the pro-
gram a big boost for the rest of the sea-
son.

“It will feel really good when we get
(the EWC win). All of the teams we are
playing are bigger than us so it’s a com-
pliment just beating one of them,” Dw-
yer said. “The way last year went and not
winning one, it will feel amazing to get
that first one and we’re looking to do it
this Friday.”
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Prep roundup

CROSS COUNTRY

Neenah girls dominate

home invitational

The Neenah girls weren't about to let
another team steal its thunder last Friday
afternoon.

Running on its home course, the de-
fending Division 1 state champions
placed six runners in the top 11 and
filled eight places among the top 18
runners as the Rockets easily claimed
the team title.

Neenah finished with 36 points, with
runner-up Appleton North scoring 73
points and third-place Stevens Point fin-
ishing with 78.

Freshman Sam Zilm led the Neenah
runners by taking second place overall,
while the next five Rockets all finished in
a group. Natalie Schultz led the pack in
seventh place, followed by Elsa Gruber
in eighth, Izzy Malloy in ninth, Maddie
Schoonover in 10" and Elsa Weiland in
11%,

Natalie Willes came in 15" and Eme Ol-
kowski was 18™ as the top eight finishers
for Neenah crossed the line before any
other team was able to have more than
three runners finish.

The Neenah boys finished in third place,
coming in behind state powerhouse Ste-
vens Point and Marquette University.

Zach Verhagen led the Rockets in sixth
place, followed by Oliver Steiner in 14™.
Elliott Drake and Gideon Benner were the
next two Neenah runners to finish in 30"
and 31* place, while Brayden Willis and
Jackson Holzheu placed 36™ and 37%, re-
spectively.

TENNIS

Zephyrs sweep

past La Crosse Central

The No. 1 doubles team of Vivie Auth
and Adel Schneider led the way to a 7-0
sweep of La Crosse Central at the Kimber-
ly Tournament over the weekend by post-
ing a 6-0, 6-0 win in their match.

Ella Chier also earned a 6-0, 6-0 win
in her No. 2 singles match, while Kaylee
Sommerfeld dropped only one game in
getting a victory at No. 4 singles.

The Zephyrs won all seven matches in
straight sets with Erin Blaney and Halle
Janssen also adding singles wins with the
pairings of Nadia Alexander and Lorelai
Miller and Bree Pauly and Elsa Rossmeissl
earning doubles wins.

The Zephyrs also fell to Green Bay No-
tre Dame, 5-2, at the tournament with
Auth and Schneider at No. 1 doubles and
Janssen at No. 3 singles earning the wins
for St. Mary Catholic.

Rockets net three FVA
victories

Neenah went 3-0 in conference matches
over the past week and did not drop a set
in any of the dual meets, beating Oshkosh
West, Oshkosh North and Hortonville
each by 7-0 margins.

Against the Wildcats on Tuesday, all
four singles players for the Rockets — Ce-
lia Gentile, Ella Motto, Rachel Thomas
and Lauren McDonald — won by 6-0, 6-0
margins while the No. 2 doubles pairing
of Ava Motto and Cecelia Alexander also
earned a victory without dropping a game.

Sydney Michalkiewicz and Rebekah
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Thomas at No. 1 doubles and the No. 3
pairing of Josie Kohlbeck and Evelyn Buss
completed the sweep.

The Rockets dropped a total of just four
games in the seven matches against Osh-
kosh North, with JB Kennedy picking up
awin at No. 4 singles.

Neenah’s doubles teams each won 6-0,
6-0 matches against Hortonville with Mi-
chalkiewicz and Rebekah Thomas playing
the No. 1 flight, Alexander and Ava Mot-
to filling the No. 2 slot and Kohlbeck and
Buss earning the win at No. 3 doubles.

SOCCER

Early goals key Rockets’
win over Spartans

Neenah scored twice in the first seven
minutes and held off Oshkosh North, 3-1,
on Tuesday night.

Trey White scored off a Ben Mainville
assist in the second minute, while White
assisted on a Kolton Fleege goal about five
minutes later to key the victory.

The Spartans would score their goal in
the first half before Miles Heesenthaler
sealed the win in the 61 minute, scoring
off an assist from Braulio Alvarado.

Pierce Hanson made four saves in the
game.

Last week, the Rockets rallied from a
1-0 deficit to top Appleton West, 3-1.

White evened the score at 1 in the 29"

minute on a penalty kick, while Mason
Peitersen’s free kick goal in the 51* put the
Rockets ahead. White added a goal with
about three minutes left for the final mar-

gin.

Hanson made two saves in the win.
Zephyrs collect tie, loss

in pair of matches

St. Mary Catholic played to a score-
less tie with Roncalli on Tuesday night at
home.

The Zephyrs also fell to Cedar
Grove-Belgium, 4-0, last week.

GOLF

Oitzinger leads Rockets
to win over Terrors

Adrianne Oitzinger blistered the course
at Winagamie on Tuesday night to earn
medalist honors and lift Neenah to a 185-
193 win over Appleton West.

Oitzinger finished with a round of 37,
which was eight shots better than any oth-
er player in the field.

Lilly Quella and Ale Guden each shot
49 for the Rockets and Jordyn Brockman
chipped in a 50.

On Monday, the Rockets finished fifth
at the Sheboygan North Invitational with
a team score of 402. Kaukauna won the

See Prep roundup on Pace 15

LY Discover B
¢ a place
of worship
@ . for you.
th To include your services call (920) 385-4512 b

200 North Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(£ > |

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM
809 S Commercial St, Neenah ~ 920-725-3956  www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

Sunday Worship Services
10:00 Am & 6:00 PM
1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah,
WI

www.applevalleypres.org

APPLE VALLEY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A confessionally Reformed church where the

Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm
407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net. facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI

Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 * www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am
Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church

of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~

All are welcome!
108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah + (920)725-0166
www.fumenm.org + facebook.com/fumcnm

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m.

Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822
www.gloriadeilc.org

Come Grow With Us

First Preshyterian Church

200 Church St., Neenah, WI

Join us for worship on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME

920-725-4391 www.firstpresneenah.org
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Senior Standout is Erougﬁt to you Ey:

Rockets’ Kramp relishes playing in FVA trenches

By Steve Clark
NEeeNAH NEws

Slamming into opponents a couple
inches taller and maybe 50 or 60 pounds
heavier play after play over a two-hour
span on a Friday night doesn’t sound like
alot of fun.

Don't try telling Neenah’s Nate Kramp
that, though.

“Ilove it,” Kramp said with a big smile.

At about 215 pounds, Kramp is on the
small side when it comes to Fox Valley
Association defensive linemen but that
hasn’t deterred the Neenah senior from
standing out on the field.

Senior Standout

Kramp was a first-team all-FVA defen-
sive lineman as a junior last season — one
of only two juniors on the first-team de-
fense — and a key piece in the Rockets’
rebuilt unit this season. And what Kramp
lacks in overall size, he makes up for in
other ways as he torments opposing of-
fenses with his play.

“I have a motor, so I just run through
them,” Kramp said after a practice earlier
this week. “Our d-line’s not that big so we
have to beat them with speed.”

It’s something Kramp, now in his third
year playing at the varsity level for Neen-
ah, has excelled at with the Rockets.

“There’s no questions his first step is
something else. He stands out on film for
it,” Neenah head coach Steve Jung said.
“Not only has he gotten really good at
his technique, but he’s relentless. He will
chase a player 20 yards downfield and he’s
got the speed to do it

But over the course of a game — maybe
50 or 60 snaps — being pounded on by a

Neenah News

Senior Nate Kramp is a returning all-Fox Valley Association defensive lineman who uses speed to combat size of opposing offensive linemen.

larger human being would seem to be
tough to deal with.

For Kramp, that’s what he enjoys the
most.

“It can be difficult because we have
some big guys in the FVA, big offensive
linemen,” said Kramp, who leads the team
in tackles through the first three games. “I
love the physicality and the contact. I tried
other sports but I just couldn’t do it. I1ove

the physicality”

Kramp was actually a bit of a late arrival
to football as he did not start playing com-
petitively until the sixth grade.

It was certainly a catch-up process he
had to deal with. But when he got into
high school, he simply watched what the
others around him were doing and picked
things up that way.

“I didn't start out being very athletic. I

really had to work at it to get where I am
right now,” Kramp said. “Going into high
school, I started learning from the older
guys and that helped a lot”

Now, he tries to pass on the knowledge
he’s accumulated to the younger Rockets,
although he’s still adjusting to his role as
aleader.

See Senior Standout oN Pace 15

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to include your business in the Business Services Directory

PAINTING

AN
DOUG'’S

PAINTING

« Interior and Exterior

« Wallpaper Removal

« Residential & New Construction

« Over 30 years experience!

=

> Call 920-722-5832

No pay until you're satisfied

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS

+ Painting and pressure washing

* Repairs, remodels, installs By advertising
* Quality craftsmanship your service
« Residential and Commercial business here
+ 30+ yrs exp, licensed and insured every Friday!

(920)389-6140

GET YOUR
PHONE TO

Rwe Ring

Ring

Call 920-486-1616

or email
advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com

Call Bernie:

GET YOUR
PHONE TO

Rwe
(@

Ring

Ring ||| 2

9 M=

By advertising |
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616

LAWN EQUIPMENT

INSURANCE

— SINCE1988 A nsurance
Sales Karen Schibline,CPCU
N 920.385.0782
Service _
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Pick-up & Delivery Ryan Gravunder, Agent
Available Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street
Oshkosh WI, 54902

@ GRAVELY

Husqvarna

or email

advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com

5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

(920) 231-1699
Auto e¢ Home e Life e Business

STORAGE UNITS INDOOR/OUTDOOR

>I

M|

CUFFChRUVUrF

STORAGE

GO TO COPPERROOFSTORAGE.COM

TO BOOK YOUR SPACE

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS

7 iﬁ!

BELLIN SEIWIGE&
® Flooring  ® Repairs
e Painting e Assembly
* Installs ® Remodels

¢ And Much More!

Licensed and Insured

920- 221-5798
www.bellinservices.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not
Some things we can do for you:

- Remodeling Bathrooms, * Venting

Kitchens and Bedrooms . Fap Installations
+ Gutter Cleaning « Security Systems
« Lighting Solutions + Much More

Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

GET YOUR
PHONE TO

Rwe Ring

‘o= RING
Ring

By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616

or email

advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com
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meet with a team total of 383.

Quella led the Rockets with a 94, fol-
lowed by Oitzinger with a 98 and Brock-
man with a 102. Paige Keck rounded out
the scoring golfers with a 108.

Zephyrs take
fourth at Lake Breeze

Olivia Nagel tied for second place as
St. Mary Catholic finished fourth at the
Bay Conference South Division meet on
Tuesday at Lake Breeze Golf Course.

Nagel finished with a 47, one shot out of
medalist honors.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Rockets breeze
past Appleton West

Lily Romjue finished with 14 kills as
Neenah cruised to a Fox Valley Associa-
tion win over Appleton West on Monday.
The Rockets won by scores of 25-8,25-21,
25-22.

Ella Nigl added eight kills and Elaina

Kramer finished with six in the win with
Finley Kelley and Sena Messner totaling
14 and 10 assists, respectively.

Ella Lindgren posted a team-high 18
digs in the match.

The Rockets were coming off a tough
five-set loss to Hortonville in conference
play.

Three Neenah players finished with
double-digit kills. Romjue led the way
with 17, followed by Nigl with 13 and
Leah Oldenburg with 10.

Lindgren had four aces and 21 digs to
lead the team, while Paige Hoelzel racked
up six blocks in the match.

Kelley and Messner led the team in as-
sists with 28 and 17, respectively.

Zephyrs breeze to
win over Hilbert

Autumn Crowe paced a balanced attack
with 10 kills as St. Mary Catholic collect-
ed a25-13,25-15, 25-15 win over Hilbert
in a Big East match last week.

Adele Brennan added six kills for the
Zephyrs, while Luci Nackers finished with
five.

Emily Weiss led the team with five aces
and 13 assists.

Zephyrs win

FROM PAGE 11

and played with a high level of energy that
we couldn’t match. It looked like it was go-
ing to be a long night,” Mauritz said. “We
matched them better in the second set and
then the last two sets it was whoever got
that last break was going to be in a good
position.”

The Zephyrs had three players finish
with double-digit kills on the night, led by
Crowe who finished with 12. Nackers and
Brennan each added 11 as St. Mary Cath-
olic had nine players finish with at least
one kill in the win.

Mauritz said the team will rely on its
pin hitters — Crowe and Nackers - for the
bulk of the offense, however, he was very
pleased to see the balance the Zephyrs had
at the net, that included Neubauer chip-
ping in five kills and Ruppert adding four.

“We did spread it round pretty well,”
Mauritz said of the offense. “Our middles
had a couple of really nice plays and we got
some out of our right sides and obviously
our pins are our strongest two hitters and
they delivered once we got started.”

Sammi Weiss finished with 20 assists
and five aces to lead the Zephyrs in both
categories, while Emily Weiss chipped in
19 assists and 11 digs. Bitzy McCauley led
the Zephyrs with 20 digs.

Crowe also had four aces for the Zeph-
yrs, who finished with 17 aces as a team
and served at 90 percent despite some hic-
cups from the service line in the middle
two sets.

“Some of our missed serves was nerves
and some was trying to be a little too ag-
gressive,” Mauritz said. “Sometimes we
would get a couple of points and get a
little amped up and then we would drive
the next one long. A little too much adren-
aline””

Everyone deserves to
have their story told.

Sharing someone’s life story in
a newspaper obituary is one of
the most important ways we
find meaning in their passing.

Publish your loved one’s obituary in our
community newspapers and it will be
included in the online obituary network,
www.Legacy.com, at no charge for you to
share with loved ones near and far.

To place an obituary submit through Your Funeral Director
Or obits@oshkoshherald.com, obits@neenahnews.com or
customerservice@winneconnenews.com or call 920-385-4512

BOYS VOLLEYBALL

Rockets post one win at
Brookfield East tourney

Neenah ran into some strong compe-
tition at the Brookfield East tournament
last Saturday, finishing with a 1-3 mark on
the day.

The Rockets win came over Brookfield
Central with Eli Yoder posting six kills in

the match, while Sam Printz and Trevor
Ricketts each had five.

Cam Diekfuss led the team with 20 as-
sists in the match, while Levi Steckling
posted a team-high 10 digs.

The Rockets were swept by Middleton
and Franklin at the tournament, while fall-
ing to Pewaukee in three sets.

Neenah dropped a Fox Valley Associa-
tion match to Kimberly on Tuesday, 25-
19,25-10, 25-23.

Senior Standout

FROM PAGE 14

“It’s a big jump from last year because I
wasn'’t really in much of a leadership role
last year with all of the seniors we had on
our defense. It’s a big jump for me to take
and I think we’re doing a good job,” Kramp
said. “(Being a leader) to me means get-
ting our guys involved in practice and
keeping everybody motivated.”

Kramp exudes leadership even if he
doesn’t realize it at times.

Jung said that the way he plays certainly
rubs off on his teammates and shows the
next crop of defensive linemen what they
need to do to succeed.

“Our upcoming d-lineman can say, if
work my strength, I work my speed, Iwork
my technique and be relentless, I can play
like a Nate Kramp,” Jung said. “We don’t
have a lot of those 6-3, 6-4 defensive line-
man so that is super important.”

Another thing that may help Kramp
succeed is that he can play with a bit of a
chip on his shoulder - even if it’s there be-
cause of a teammate and friend.

After wearing No. 97 as a junior, Kramp
switched to the less-typical defensive line-
man number of No. 13 this season with a
plan hatched between he and Henry St.

Clair.

St. Clair, who is currently out with an
injury, wore No. 12 last season and the
two defensive leaders thought it would be
neat to have consecutive numbered play-
ers wreaking havoc on opposing defenses.

“We were going to be Nos. 12 and 13
off the edge and meet at the quarterback.
That was going to be our thing,” Kramp
said. “Then he switched to No. 2 before
the season and kind of screwed me over
there””

Kramp said there wasn’t even any pizza
purchased as compensation either.

“I should tell him he has to do that,”
Kramp said with a laugh.

A pizza or two might help Kramp add a
little weight to better compete against the
hulking offensive linemen he faces, but he
seems to be doing just fine.

With Kramp as one of the team’s lead-
ers, Neenah'’s defense is once again stifling
opponents and will play a big role in the
team’s success this season.

“I think a lot of people thought we
weren't going to be great this year because
we lost a lot of good players and I think
we’ve beat the expectations so far,” Kramp
said. “It’s a big thing being a part of Neen-
ah’s tradition. I love being at Neenah. We
have a really good program and I'm glad
I'm here”

Classifieds

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

$675. Call 715-671-3092 License #267331

longest lasting material -steel from Erie

Garage/Estate Sales

Cleaning out barn and garage. Power tools,
tool sets, loose tools, and hunting gear.
Polaris Indy 500 and Indy Sport snowmobiles
and trailer. Misc household items. Blast Zone

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter,
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-920-3533

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

jump house. Air compressors and hoses. 2885
Kellett Rd. Right off Hwy 76 and County Rd. G.
September 12-13, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty Roofs, Metal
Buildings Free Est. 608-221-3510 or 414-
369-7263

Miscellaneous

Lab puppies. AKC dewclaws removed.
Wormed, vaccinated, colors- yellow and
chocolate $900-950. 920-989-3808.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited

AKCYellow Lab Pups! And AKC Golden Retriever
Pups! Shots, Dewormed and Vet Checked.

Replace your roof with the best looking and

talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-748-6332

Legal Notice

Notice of Child Find Activity:
Neenah Joint School District

WI 54956.

at the school district address above.

The Neenah Joint School District must locate, identify, and evaluate all resident children with
disabilities, including children with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the
severity of their disabilities. The school district has a special education screening program to
locate and screen all children with suspected disabilities who are residents of the district and
who have not graduated from high school. The district conducts monthly developmental
screenings of preschool children. Upon request, the school district will screen any resident
child who has not graduated from high school to determine whether a special education
referral is appropriate. A request may be made by contacting Valerie Hurm, Director of Pupil
Services, at 751-6800 Ext. 10130 or by writing to her at 410 S. Commercial Street, Neenah,

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker or administrator of a social agency who
reasonably believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability has a
legal duty to report the child to the school district in which the child resides. Before referring
the child, the person making the referral must inform the child’s parent that the referral will
be made. The referral must be in writing and include the reason why the person believes the
child is a child with a disability. Others who reasonably believe a child is a child with a
disability may also refer the child to the school district in which the child resides.

A referral of a child residing in the Neenah Joint School District may be sent to Valerie Hurm

WNAXLP
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THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

@@* ® Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at @ Kid Scoop Together
e < SN | | www.kidscoop.com Make an Encouragement Jar
.com © 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics ~ Vol. 41, No. 41
STUFF YOU'LL NEED:
How to Be
an Encourager

«——m 20 or more small
slips of paper or Empty jar or

Do you know someone Pen or pendil sticky notes other container
who is feeling a little
discouraged? DIRECTIONS:
1. Write an encouraging phrase on each of the slips of paper.
Make a list of five positive
things about this person. 2. Decorate your jar or container.
Encouragement isfree! It never costs us anything to say a Send it to them or read 3. Fold up the slips of paper and put them in the jar.
few encouraging words to afriend, aclassmate, afamily it to them!
member or even a pet! 4. Each day, take one out and read it!
Include things that you . . L
Encouragement lifts someon€e's spirits when they are fedling down. It can apprediate about them and things they are good at. 5. Smile! Remember, smile, and others will smile with you!
aso help someone reach agoal. Can you think of atime when someone Here are some ideas:
encouraged you? Can you think of atime when you encouraged someone? : IDEAS FOR NOTES:
Jeff tried really hard to win the race Believe You're
but came in third place. Wha‘;f\?/vould in sucha grleat ( am ( am
t Jeff? i 2
you say to encourage Je yourself? You're friend! COnGldenf . brave.
super kind
and helpful!
You are You can [ {Can
worthiit! doit! awm make a
Z , kind. ice
You're ditterence.
Youare  Unique alrd You're very
important! . spedal: smart! [ 3w (Can
Amy has been working hard in math. ea‘f' e. Qﬁen d
When she didn't getan A on her test, You're really o
she was disappointed. What would dat
you say to encourage her? gooda l’
drawing! ma 'm a qood
problem sport.
, solver,
You'll see a really
BIG difference / .
once you've [ Cheer Cor 'm nicCe
helped them feel H 0 0
encouraged! my triends "' pe PIQ a“'
4o succeed. SChoo],
/
— £ - 'ma [ learn new
: ncoura |ng Prob’ em -‘-h"‘SS
Words sojver. every day.
L ook through the
= newspaper for words that
make up one or more ' he'P ' learﬂ
encouraging sentences. .
Maya is sending an encouraging card e cr'e“ds ceel crom m‘y
to her friend, Sasha. Can you help the them onto note paper. haPPy o mi S‘fakes.
card find its way to Sasha? S Il anguagelAres
Standards Link: Language Arts: Follow simple written directions. Ol @eiiEy

i | WNLOAD:
Ko Scoor BRIk < - - “ouh‘em'“hm Word Search ; FR?EQB&@ Ac!:i.vi.*:j Paci
Use the code to reveal some words of encouragement to use FEELING Find the words by looking up, KLd Scoo P
with friends and family. down, backwards, forwards, : : - :
FRIEND sideways and diagonally. With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable
SECRET CODE GOAL activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
%—A | 3=N E —_ L __A____ SwWzFEEL I NG interest extra learning activities for home and school!
2 GOOD Get your free sample today at:
= 1M1=P - i iVity—
%Lf; 10—q 53 3 34 32 95 15 33 13 7 IDEAS AWDIRL I X HCO kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
2=E | 9=R S KIND OHUPDJEGQES
21F | 8=s BB T B8 T WA NICE GT I EKSZNY I (=>- Write On! &
20= 7= w c PET
= = A A ORDTNI S KDT
o 26 4 22 8 12 14 22 POSITIVE Be an
1?—: i—% A o TEST OOEB I JNCL I l
_ i T2 96 0 &t 99 18 10 & =’ THINK DWAAHVWDYYV
16=K | 3=X 426 9 5 2215 12 6 8 Encourager.
15=L | 2=Y 0 TRIED JTSETRI EDE ) )
14=M | 1= B 6 1122 9 WORDS Write an encouraging
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Spell grade-level appropriate words correctly. WOR—I—H ‘?V(Oa"ggagjk?n’l‘_lan'}‘(d ;ggﬁrrz(ea%?:géggégFgggml’z\g Igaet?gff?sl %tmce to glve to afrl md-

So Are 24,6009 of your
neighbors in 54956
22,785 have purchased products

or services from advertiging in
Neenah News.*

Call920-385-45(2
to have thosge on your
busginess!
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