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County sales tax
resolution delayed
until September

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeeNAH NEws

A resolution directing staff to draft an
ordinance for a proposed 0.5% county-
wide sales tax was pulled from the Win-
nebago County Board agenda Tuesday
by Supervisor Chuck Farrey, who said he
plans to bring it back to the board in Sep-
tember.

The resolution was pulled to allow time
for additional comments from the public
and municipalities, according to Board
Chair Tom Egan.

County Executive Gordon Hintz gave a
presentation on the proposal at the meet-
ing, and the board discussed the possibil-
ity of implementing a sales tax ordinance.
The board is expected to vote next month
on a resolution directing staff to draft the
ordinance. That ordinance would then go
to the board for a final vote in October to

See Sales tax on PaGe 5

Neenah water utility earns high marks

Aging infrastructure
concerns remain

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

The City of Neenah’s water utility re-
ceived top grades for water quality, fi-
nances and customer communication in
a 2024 statewide evaluation, but aging in-
frastructure continues to pose challenges,
according to a report from the Wisconsin
Waterworks Excellence Project at Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison.

The utility earned an overall grade of A
for water quality, scoring 99.9 out of 100,
with testing showing no violations of state
or federal standards. Acute and chronic
contaminant levels including arsenic, lead
and nitrates were found to be well below
safety thresholds.

Director Tony Mach attributed the high
score to water utility staff members.

“We have excellent staff members, and
we want to produce the best water possi-
ble,” he said.

Finances were also strong, with a grade
of A and a score of 91.1. The utility report-

ed a healthy debt-to-asset ratio, with more
than 400 days of operating reserves.

“We're very conservative with our
spending, especially for tools and equip-
ment,” Mach said. “We’re very cautious
about where our money goes.”

The utility also received a high mark
in customer communication, earning an
A and a 97.5 rating, attributed to a mo-
bile-friendly website, accessibility op-
tions, online bill pay and transparent post-
ing of reports and meeting information.

See Water report oN PAGE 3
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Dan Johnson, known as “Dan the Mushroom Man,” chats with customers while selling his homegrown and foraged mushrooms at the Future

Neenah Farmers Market.

Hobby becomes fungi phenomenon

The Mushroom Man
finds fans at market

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEwS

For about eight years, Dan Johnson and
his wife Pauline have been a staple at the
Future Neenah Farmers Market, offering
a colorful array of fresh, flavorful fungi,
both cultivated and foraged from Wiscon-
sin woods.

Known to many as “Dan the Mushroom
Man,” he started Back Forty Mushrooms
and Forage with Pauline about 10 years
ago at their Tigerton property, turning a
neighbor’s suggestion into a retirement

hobby.

“I never thought about mushrooms, but
my neighbor at the time out in the coun-
try, he had a microgreen place in Milwau-
kee, and he came to me
one day, he says, ‘Have
you ever thought of
growing mushrooms?’
I'm like, ‘No,” Dan re-
called.

His neighbor was
trying to find some-
body to grow mush-
rooms to sell to a chef.

The Johnsons were in-
trigued. They started reading about mush-
rooms and began growing them. The first
couple of years, they shipped the mush-
rooms to restaurants in Milwaukee.

What began as a retirement project
soon grew into a full-time passion. The
Johnsons now attend five to seven farm-
ers markets a week in the summer, with
Dan in Neenah and Pauline in Wausau or
Greenville. Back Forty Mushrooms are
also sold at a farmers market in Weston
and twice a month at a farmers market in
New London.

“We pretty much just do farmers mar-
kets because that’s more fun,” Dan said.

Their offerings include several types of
oyster mushrooms, along with shiitakes,
portabellas, chestnut mushrooms, lion’s
mane and more.

Foraging for edible wild mushrooms is

See Mushroom Man oN Pace 7
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General information/customer
service: Jennifer Grunwald
admin@neenahnews.com
Phone: 920-486-1616

Website: www.neenahnews.com

News tips and story ideas
submit@neenahnews.com

Support the Neenah News

Membership

A $50 annual membership supports
receiving the newspaper weekly.
Call 920-486-1616 or visit www.
neenahnews.com/product/mem-
bership/

Subscribe

$70 annually within Winnebago
County; $85 annually outside
Winnebago County. Subscribe
online at https://neenahnewsnow.
com/home-delivery or call 920-385-
4512.

Advertising
advertise@neenahnews.com
920-486-1616

Kelly Hueckman: 920-508-0119
kelly@neenahnews.com

Karen Schneider: 920-858-6407
karen@oshkoshherald.com

Classified advertising
classifieds@neenahnews.com
920-385-4512

All advertisements are subject to the
applicable rate card, copies of which
are available from our Advertising
Department. All ads are subject to
approval before publication. Oshkosh
Herald LLC dba Neenah News re-
serves the right to edit, refuse, reject,
classify or cancel any ad at any time.
Errors must be reported in the first
day of publication. Oshkosh Herald
LLC dba Neenah News shall not be
liable for any loss or expense that
results from an error in or omission of
an advertisement. No refunds will be
given for early cancellation of an order.

Advertising deadline is noon Friday
for the following Friday.

The classified line ads deadline is

4 p.m. Tuesday for Friday.

Publisher

Karen Schneider, 920-858-6407
karen@oshkoshherald.com

Editor
Chris Lusvardi, 920-508-0027
editor@oshkoshherald.com

Corrections

It is the policy of Neenah News
to correct all errors of fact. For
correction information call
920-385-4512.

About the newspaper

Published weekly and mailed free of
charge Thursdays for Friday delivery
(may vary based on U.S. Postal Service
and holidays) to more than 21,000
homes and businesses in the Neenah
and Fox Crossing areas. An E-edition
of the newspaper can be accessed at
www.neenahnews.com.

Neenah News is owned by Oshkosh
Herald LLC, 36 Broad St. Suite 300,
Oshkosh, WI, 54901. 920-385-4512.

Hueckman joins N eenah News
as advertising account executive

Neenah News

Kelly Hueckman joined the Neenah
News team this week as an advertising
account executive for the Neenah/Fox
Crossing areas.

In 2024, Hueckman graduated from the
University of Wisconsin—-Oshkosh with a
bachelor’s degree in multimedia journal-
ism, where she spent four years working
with the student newspaper.

She looks forward to using her back-
ground in student media and hospitality
to create meaningful relationships with

local businesses.

With a commitment
to help the Fox Valley
community  thrive,
Hueckman is eager
to connect with local
businesses, under-
stand their advertis-
ing needs and develop

solutions.
m She can be reached

at 920-508-0119 or
kelly@neenahnews.com.

Cigar factory

as 40 cigar makers at a time.

The George Schmid & Son Cigar Co. was formed in 1876 and operated out of 129
W. Wisconsin Ave. The cigars were quite popular, and the factory employed as many

Neenah Historical Society photo
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Saturday, Aug. 23
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Art Mercantile, 9 a.m., The Plaza and
Globe Coffee

Wednesday, Aug. 27

Future Neenah Farewell to Summer
Concert featuring Boogie and the Yo-
Yo'z, 6 p.m., downtown

Saturday, Aug. 30

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Glass Blowing Demo by Mini Glass
Works, 9 a.m., The Plaza and Globe
Coffee

Monday, Sept. 1

Labor Day Parade, 10 a.m., Mena-
sha’s Curtis Reed Square to downtown
Neenah

Labor Fest, 11 a.m., Neenah Labor
Temple, 157 S. Green Bay Road

Friday, Sept. 5

Riverside Players Theater presents
Chicago, the Musical, 7 p.m., Riverside
Park

Saturday, Sept. 6

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Art Activity Day, 10 am., Berg-
strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Riverside Players Theater presents Chi-
cago, the Musical, 7 p.m., Riverside Park

Sunday, Sept. 7
Riverside Players Theater presents Chi-
cago, the Musical, 7 p.m., Riverside Park

Serving Neenah since 1988

VISIT US FOR ALL YOUR
SEASONAL YARD NEEDS.

—And—

HAND-HELD
PRODUCTS
& TRACTORS ,

Pick Up & Delivery Available

'$10.00 off !

|
Pre-Season Snow Throw Repair
1 Expires September 30, 2025 1
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5744 CTY RD. A, OSHKOSH
(920) 231-1699
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Submitted photo

Rick Brunner of Rick’s Toybox delivers donated items to Neenah Police School Resource Offi-
cers Erica Geschrei and Brandon Deich with the help of volunteer Bill Kocha. The officers can
use the items in schools when working with students during the school year.

School resource officers get special delivery

Neenah News

Rick Brunner wanted to make a dona-
tion that can have a big impact on the local
community.

To do so, on Monday he delivered
packages with items that school resource
officers from the Neenah Police Depart-
ment can use when working with students
during the upcoming school year. The
items include what he calls Smarter Than
a Fifth Grader packages along with wood-
en activity cars.

“They don’t often get these types of
items,” Brunner said. “These smaller de-
partments can often be overlooked, so
that’s why we go to these communities.”

Brunner, founder of nonprofit Rick’s
Toybox in Green Bay, wants to take away
from the negative things that are happen-
ing and focus on the positive. He makes
similar donations to doctors, nurses and
other police departments, including the

Menasha Police Department.

Along with the donations, Brunner said
they provided training and suggestions on the
usage of the program to take full advantage of
using the items and getting the best results.

The games and activities in the packag-
es are for a variety of ages, including older
kids who can use the old fashioned games
and puzzles while talking with the police
officers. It’s not always about who wins or
loses, as Brunner said it’s intended to be
a tool to open lines of communication in
those situations.

When officers see some of the games,
Brunner said they often become interest-
ed in using them for a friendly competi-
tion among themselves. It helps to relax
them in what can be a stressful job, he said.

Brunner isn’t sure where he will go next
with similar items but is open to road trips.
With the help of volunteers, he said the or-
ganization sends donations worldwide.

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You’re retired. Your money isn’t.

Let’s work together to find the right
strategy to help keep you on track.
Contact me today to get started.

Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Avenue
Suite A

Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

Shane Zillmer, CFP®, ChFC®

IRT-4395I-A AECSPAD

Water report

FROM PAGE 1

The utility’s lowest score came in infra-
structure and operations, where it earned
a C, with a rating of 79.8. The report cited
water main and service breaks and water
system losses as ongoing issues.

Mach said the low grade in that catego-
ry is not unusual. In comparison, the 2025
report card for America’s infrastructure
ranked overall drinking water ata C-.

“So ultimately, our goal is to get to the
point where we have zero water leaks ev-
ery year, but we're just not there yet,” he
said.

The evaluation is part of an effort by
UW-Madison researchers to make the
performance of Wisconsin’s water utilities
more visible to the public.

“Delivering safe, healthy drinking water
is the primary objective of any water utili-
ty, and grades are based on regulated con-
taminant levels for both acute and chronic
contaminants,” the report states.

Mach said many of the city’s water
mains have been around for 100 years.

“Our two top priorities are replacing
aging infrastructure with water mains, and
then also replacing lead service lines,” he
said.

There are 1,932 utility-owned lead ser-
vice lines and 2,875 privately-owned lead
service lines in Neenah, a reduction from
previous numbers. The water utility is ac-
tively working to update its records, and
Mach expects the numbers to improve
further by the end of the year as more re-
placements are logged.

The city prioritizes replacing public
laterals that leak or are damaged, and in
conjunction with street reconstruction
projects, which helps reduce the cost to
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the property owner.

“We try to be the protectors of health in
Neenah, because a lot of things start with
us,” Mach said. “So obviously, the hospital
uses our water. People drink our water on
a daily basis. So, our concern is, we want to
make sure that we do everything possible
in due time to get these all out and make
sure the water is the best it can be, and it’s
as clean as can be”

Neenah'’s water utility draws its water
primarily from Lake Winnebago. The
lake’s water quality, including the pres-
ence of algae blooms, makes treating the
city’s drinking water more challenging.
Mach said the utility monitors water qual-
ity, uses satellite imagery to track algae
blooms in real time, and applies addition-
al treatment methods such as powdered
carbon.

Though the raw lake water may vary in
quality, Mach said the utility maintains
drinking water so that residents do not
notice any difference throughout the year,
despite seasonal changes in the lake.

“It’s a matter of the treatment process
taking over, and our operators taking over,
and making sure everything is adjusted
carefully so that we can produce the best
drinking water possible,” he said.

PROTECT YOUR HOME
FROM THE TOP DOWN

WITH NEW GUTTERS
FROM WRIGHTWAY!

Tues 9 AM - 1PM | Wed 11AM- 3 PM | Thurs 12 PM - 5PM
1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh
920-232-5600
CALL FOR AFTER HOUR APPOINTMENTS

|

LINCOLN

-

BergstromNeenahLincoln.com
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New playground coming to former Shattuck Middle School

Neenah News

New Springs Christian Academy, a new
school occupying part of the former Shat-
tuck Middle School building, plans to in-
stall a playground on its property at 600
Elm Street.

The donated playground equipment in-
cludes a slide, tunnel climber, jungle gym
with monkey bars, stepping blocks, climb-
ing dome, swingset, merry-go-round,
spinning net climber and a bench. The
equipment will be placed on the north-
west corner of the property, an area that
provides shade and is adjacent to the sec-
tion of the building leased by the school.

During a public hearing held by the Plan

Commission Aug. 12, Board President
Justin Stambuk responded to questions
from residents, stating that the equipment
would be placed around the existing trees
and will have a pea gravel base. Though
there are no current plans for fencing, the
school may consider installing a fence in
the future.

Stambuk said the goal is to revitalize
the neighborhood and create a space for
families, neighbors and schoolchildren
to congregate. He confirmed that the
playground would be open for commu-
nity use.

Though no timeline was given, Stam-
buk said installation of the playground

Classroom revival

Neenah News

Some classrooms at the former Shattuck Middle School were once again filled with
students Monday as New Springs Christian Academy held an open house. The private
school, opening this school year, brings new life and a new mission to the former public
school building, which closed in 2023 and was later sold to a developer.

Best Western Premier

Bridgewood Resort
Hotel & Conference

Center, locally owned and

operated, is your BEST OF
THE VALLEY HOTEL
for 2025

Whether you are looking
for a Dream Wedding,
Family Staycation,
Business Retreat or the
perfect Event Venue - our
team is here to serve you!

Neenah News

Donated playground equipment will be installed as New Springs Christian Academy prepares
to use part of the former Shattuck Middle School building.

will begin once all approvals are complete.
The Common Council was expected to
approve a special use permit for the play-
ground at its meeting Wednesday.

The former Shattuck Middle School
closed following the 2022-2023 school
year and the Neenah Joint School District
sold it to a developer that August. For
most of the past two years the Shattuck
building has sat vacant, other than the
school district’s Health and Wellness Cen-
ter, which is in the same area of the school
that New Springs is leasing.

Stambuk said the school has been clean-

ing, painting and modernizing its portion
of the building. He also said the school
plans to remain in the building for the
foreseeable future under its current lease.

“I mean no disrespect, but it’s essen-
tially kind of been semi abandoned, and
there’s been some kids that are parading
around there, and there’s some debris, so
we hope to breathe some light back into
it and ultimately help that block thrive
again,” he said.

New Springs offers preschool through
eighth grade, with about 110 students en-
rolled for the current school year.

Fundraising opportunities available for Furry Flurry

Neenah News

Fundraising is underway for the upcom-
ing Furry Flurry: 15* Edition Pet Walk.

The Neenah Animal Shelter event is a
way to support pets and the animals at the
shelter. Those fundraising for the event
can encourage their friends and family to

sponsor them. More information is avail-
able at bit.ly/lamFundraisingForNAS or
at the shelter.

The goal this year is to raise $38,000.
The event will take place from 10 a.m. to 1
p-m. Sept. 20 at Batley’s Grill & Bar, 1010
Cameron Way in Neenah.

1000 CAMERON WAY, NEENAH, WI 920-720-8000

GROUND BREAKING PELVIC FLOOR TREATMENT TO

IMPROVE SYMPTOMS OF URINARY INCONTINENCE

¢ High-tech chair that uses high-
intensity focused electromagnetic
(HIFEM) energy to deliver
thousands of pelvic floor muscle
contractions

* No downtime

e Stay fully clothed

® No surgery or meds

Who it's for: moms experiencing
bladder leaks after pregnancy or
childbirth, women going through

menopause, men experiencing ED

or urinary incontinence

“I felt better after just a
couple sessions!”

“It's like doing 12,000 kegels
without even trying”

“Emsella gave me my
confidence back- and | didn't
even have to break a sweat!”

NOW THROUGH AUGUST

CALL OUR OFFICE AT (920)233-1540 TO

BOOK A FREE 15-MINUTE EMSELLA TRIAL

AVAILABLE ON MONDAYS & TUESDAYS BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY.

“This could be the solution you didn’t know you needed.”
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Building skyward

Photo by David Hall

Visitors enjoyed Michael Mikula’s glass sculptures on view through Feb. 15, 2026
during a recent SPARK! program at the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass. The
SPARK! program is designed for people with early- to mid-stage memory loss and

their care partners.

GLASS Arts Festival award recipients named

Neenah News

The fourth annual GLASS Arts Festival
held Aug. 9 at the Bergstrom-Mahler Mu-
seum of Glass announced award recepi-
ents.

The awards were juried by Mary Childs,
executive director of the Sandwich Glass
Museum on Cape Cod.

First place went to William Manson
sponsored by Rosann Baum Milius, sec-
ond place was Connor O’Brien sponsored
by the Paperweight Collectors Associa-
tion and third place was Rosalie Phillips
sponsored by the Lilian Noble Fund.

Honorable mentions were Sara Rezin,
Laurel Grey, George Machart, Emily Mc-
Bride and Martha Fetter.

Amy G. Moorefield, the museum’s exec-
utive director, said the event was a success
despite weather conditions.

“Despite soaring temperatures and after-
noon thunderstorms, the museum welcomed
thousands of community members,” Moore-
field said. “We are so grateful to our participat-
ing artists, sponsors, partners, board, staff and
community for their great support.”

The next GLASS Arts Festival is sched-
uled for Aug. 8, 2026.

Sales tax

FROM PAGE 1

meet the April 1, 2026, effective date list-
ed in the resolution.

The sales tax would apply to the same
items taxed under Wisconsins 5% state
sales tax, bringing the total rate to 5.5% in
Winnebago County.

Public ~ comments
at the meeting were
split, with speakers
both supporting and
opposing the tax. Sup-
porters, including for-
mer Menasha Mayor
Don Merkes, argued
it would help reduce
property taxes and
capture revenue from non-residents who
use local services. Opponents argued it’s a
regressive tax that will impact the poorest
residents the most.

With an additional 0.5% sales tax, a
household spending an estimated $20,000
per year on taxable purchases would pay
about $100 more annually, which is ap-
proximately $8.33 per month or 27 cents
per day.

Hintz’s office projected the tax could
generate about $17 million annually,
while Farrey’s resolution estimated $20
million. About 20-30% of the revenue
generated from the sales tax would come
from non-residents, according to Hintz,
amounting to between $3.4 and $5.1 mil-
lion.

Under Farrey’s proposal, 30% of rev-
enue from the tax would be shared with
municipalities, an unusually high per-
centage, as no other county in Wisconsin
shares more than 10%.

Hintz said the sales tax revenue could
be used for property tax relief, balancing
the budget, debt service, capital projects
and master planning, municipal revenue
sharing and local project funding.

“So, could we reduce property taxes?
Yeah. It’s been a conscious, intentional
decision made by other counties,” Hintz
said. “Outagamie and Washington coun-
ties dedicate portions of their sales tax
revenue to levy reduction and capital
planning, easing property tax rates and
broadening the funding base”

Winnebago and Waukesha are the only
counties in the state without a county
sales tax.

Retiring Soon?

Need help understanding your Medicare Health Plan Options?
Perhaps youd like to retire early and are concerned
about “bridging the healthcare gap” to Medicare.
Reach out today, chances are we’ve helped someone you know!

923 S. Main St, Oshkosh

920-966-0416

Jirschele Insurance
An Independent Agency Since 2008

“We Still Make House Calls”

Valley VNA

Senior Care

and safe in your home.
simplify your life and provide a
continuum of care.

and dignity as you age.

active and engaged.

CARING FOR THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1908

» In-Home Care to keep you independent

» Independent Senior Apartments to

» Assisted Living and Memory Care for
when your needs change, giving you joy

 Life Enrichment Programs provide a
variety of opportunities to keep you
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Former city attorney denied release ahead of sentencing

Neenah News

A federal judge has denied a motion for
release in advance of sentencing for Adam
Westbrook, 36, of Neenah, who signed an
agreement last year to plead guilty to one
count of distribution of child pornogra-
phy.

The ruling came after a hearing last
week during which the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice informed the court that Westbrook
had completed an orthopedic consulta-
tion and a specialist concluded he would
need surgery at some point, but not im-
mediately. Based on that assessment, the
Bureau of Prisons determined surgery was
not required during Westbrook’s presen-
tence detention.

The court said it will recommend at sen-
tencing that Westbrook be designated to a
facility where his medical needs can be ad-

dressed promptly. The court also directed
the parties to schedule sentencing as soon
as possible.

Westbrook faces a
maximum of 20 years
in prison, lifetime
supervision and a
$250,000 fine. Under
the plea agreement, he
must be sentenced to
between eight and 12
years in prison.

Westbrook resigned
as Neenah’s city attorney in 2022 and lat-
er served as Outagamie County’s human
resources director. He resigned from that
position after his arrest early last year,
when investigators executed a search war-
rant at his Neenah home.

According to charging documents,

We live in your community. Kessler Fahrenkrug Funeral Home is

more than a funeral provider—we’re your neighbors, offering grief

resources, local partnerships, and unwavering support to help you

through life’s toughest moments. Give us a call to learn how we can

support your family.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, W| 54956

920 722 6464 | kesslerfh.com

i

KESSLER
FAHRENKRUG

FUNERAL HOME

Westbrook recorded videos of a naked
prepubescent boy and sent them to Pres-
ton Kite, 38, then a Racine County sher-
iff’s deputy. Kite was fired in February
2024 after being accused of lewd acts in-
cluding exposing himself in a public bath-
room while on duty and in uniform.

The exposure investigation uncovered
evidence that led to child pornography
charges against Kite and Westbrook. In
February, Kite was sentenced to 67 years
in prison on counts of child pornography,
child sexual exploitation and bestiality.

Two more Fox Valley men were also
sentenced early this year in connection

with Westbrook. Jacob Boudreau, 31, was
convicted of possessing child pornogra-
phy and sentenced to 15 years in prison.
Noah Thiel, 22, was sentenced to a year in
jail for bestiality.

Westbrook’s defense attorney has asked
the court to delay sentencing until De-
cember, citing plans to file new and broad-
er objections to a presentence report. He
said those objections could require an
evidentiary hearing, in part because some
allegations in the case stem from a foreign
investigation in the United Kingdom with
limited discovery material provided to
U.S. authorities.

Author meet and greets set at Lyons Books

Neenah News

A series of author meet and greet op-
portunities have been scheduled in Sep-
tember at Lyons Books, 127 W. Wisconsin
Ave. in Neenah.

David Jones, the author of No Perfect
Wife, No Perfect Crime and the Guard-
ian of Rockport series, will be at the store
from 4 to 6 p.m. Sept. 4.

Christine Calhoun, who wrote Good-

bye, My Love: A Memoir, is slated for a
meet and greet from noon to 2 p.m. Sept.
13.

Brittany Feria will be talking about her
book Sammy Goes to the Doctor from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sept. 20.

Deb Biechler, whose books include Ber-
ry Hullabaloo! and Fish Hullabaloo!, is set
to be at the business from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sept. 27.

NHS Class of 75
50th Reunion

October 11, 2025
GO TO:

getmeregistered.com
and search for Neenah

OR
Text Mike @ 920-540-2313
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fresh.
clean. Z
delivered. s

400 N Richmond St. Ste D Appleton, WI 54911
(920) 573-6629 | www.thelaundrygal.com
www.facebook.com/thelaundrygalwi

HURRY IT’S GOING FAST!
KRUEGERS TRUE VALUE

RETIREMENT

SALE ON NOW...

PRICES SLASHED
AGAIN ON EVERY
ITEM...HURRY'!

STARTS TODAY

30-50% OFF

MOST ITEMS!

SNOW
BLOWERS
BELOW COST

REMAINING
GRILLS
BELOW COST

REMAINING
MOWERS
BELOW COST

ENTIRE INVENTORY MUST BE SOLD!

RENTAL
EQUIPMENT

BELOW COST

999 Winneconne Ave, Neenah, WI
www.kruegertruevalue.com (920) 722-1588

Store Hours

Monday-Friday 8AM-6PM
Saturday 8AM-5PM = Sunday 9AM-2PM

SALES FINAL. CASH OR CREDIT CARD ONLY.
SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE
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Mushroom Man

FROM PAGE 1

also a big part of their business.

“Like now in the summertime, proba-
bly a good three days a week I'll get out
in the woods and forage,” he said. “I've got
chicken of the woods, hedgehogs ... black
trumpet mushrooms.”

He noted that some wild mushrooms,
like hen of the woods, are highly prized.

“The hen of the woods is probably my
favorite of all mushrooms,” he said. “Ilove
those; they're like a gourmet.”

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources cautions those foraging for mush-
rooms, noting on its website that some
mushrooms are edible, others deadly, and
it’s difficult to tell one from another. The
Wisconsin Mycological Society website
advises foragers to “not eat anything you
cannot positively identify.”

Of the wild mushrooms safe for con-
sumption, Dan said some people may
have mild reactions to certain mush-
rooms, such as chicken of the woods, so
it’s best to eat only a small amount the first
time. Wild mushrooms should always be
cooked and never eaten raw. He added
that some, like morels, can cause illness if
undercooked.

Growing mushrooms is both a craft and
a science. Depending on the variety, the
Johnsons use either straw or hardwood
heating pellets as a substrate, which must
be pasteurized or sterilized to eliminate
unwanted fungi.

“With mushrooms, you have to kill all
the competition, because mushrooms are
a fungus, and mold is a fungus as well,”
Dan explained. “So you have to make sure
you kill all of the unwanted fungus.”

After inoculating the substrate with

mushroom spores, the bags are kept in a
dark, warm incubator room for anywhere
from 10 days to three months, depend-
ing on the type. Once ready, the bags are
moved to grow rooms where changes in
temperature, light and humidity trigger
the mushrooms to fruit, mimicking the
conditions they’d experience in nature.
Dan encourages people to experiment
with different varieties of mushrooms.
The couple sells a mixed basket so cus-

Fox Crossing
Possibilities await.

tomers can get a feel for what they like.

For those new to cooking mushrooms,
Dan recommends a simple approach:
“Tust throw them in the pan with some
butter or oil ... five, six minutes and then
when it’s just about done, I take a little
shredded cheese, I let it melt over.”

Mushrooms also offer health benefits,
Dan noted, with growing interest in me-
dicinal varieties like lion’s mane, reishi,
turkey tail and chaga.

Submitted photos
Above: Bags of substrate inoculated with
mushroom spores are stacked on racks in
a grow room, where controlled conditions
promote fruiting.

At left: Pauline Johnson harvests oyster
mushrooms from grow bags at Back Forty
Mushrooms in Tigerton, a small mush-
room-growing business she runs with her
husband, Dan Johnson.

“Mushrooms are generally healthy,
they’re good for your immune system,” he
said.

Above all, Dan values the relationships
built over mushrooms at the market.

“It’s nice because in Neenah, I have my
customers,” he said. “We talk, we laugh,
we joke, and we have a good time, and it’s
the social aspect of it that’s really fun be-
cause people get to be your friends.”

There’s almost always a line at Back For-
ty’s stand at the Neenah market, thanks in
large part to Dan, who never rushes a con-
versation. Shoppers don’t seem to mind
the wait, though; it’s part of the experi-
ence and he sells out nearly every week.
After all, he likes to joke, “I'm a fun guy”

POSSIBILITIES TO

XPLORE

Our new community, located
on Little Lake Butte des Morts,
will combine modern living with
meaningful connections and the
natural beauty of the Fox Cities.

Join us for an information session

PRIORITY MEMBERSHIP NOW OPEN!

to learn more about our new community and the exclusive benefits of

Priority Membership, like early access to floor plans, pre-construction

pricing, and first-choice residence locations.

Choose from several dates:

10 a.m. morning sessions:

2 p-m. afternoon sessions:

o Thursday, August 7

o Thursday, August 14

o Wednesday, August 20
o Thursday, August 28

o Tuesday, August 12
» Monday, August 18
o Wednesday, August 27

All events will take place at our
Evergreen Oshkosh Worship & Performing Arts Center
1130 North Westfield Street, Oshkosh, Wi 54902

RSVP today at EvergreenFoxCrossing.com
or call us at 920-450-2524.
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Paranormal investigation program
coming to Doty Park Pavilion

Neenah News

The Ghostly Players Paranormal Team
will host a free one-hour presentation at
8 p.m. Thursday about how they conduct
a paranormal investigation in known and
unknown haunted locations.

The presentation will be at Doty Park
Pavilion.

The team will give their background
and explain the equipment used to con-
firm the presence of spirits. The Ghostly
Players Paranormal Group (GPPT) was
established in 2016 and has investigated
many locations in the Midwest.

Most recently, the GPPT was invited
to Doty Cabin for a night-time investiga-
tion. Attendees of the presentation may
see evidence caught that night. After the
presentation, there will be a private tour
of Doty Cabin for 20 City of Neenah ga-
rage employees.

Doty Cabin is open from noon to 4 p.m.
every day until Sept. 2, when it closes for
the season.

Private tours in September can be ar-
ranged with Neenah Parks and Recre-
ation. Follow Doty Cabin on Facebook
for the latest program announcements.

Missing person case from 1992 remains open

Neenah News

The 33-year anniversary of one of the
more well-known missing person cases in
Wisconsin was this week.

Laurie Depies disappeared from Fox
Crossing on Aug. 19, 1992, just a month be-
fore her 21* birthday. Depies had graduated
high school in 1990, after which she worked
various jobs while deciding on a career path.

On the day she disappeared, Depies
drove to her boyfriend’s apartment at 310
Wilson Ave. in what was then the Town
of Menasha and now Fox Crossing, after
working a shift at the Graffiti store at the
Fox River Mall in Appleton.

Depies’ friends heard the loud muffler
of her vehicle as she entered the parking
lot of her boyfriend’s apartment complex.

When Depies didn't enter the apartment,
her friends looked for her. They found her
locked vehicle in the parking lot with a
soda cup on top of it but didn’t see her.

Depies’ family and friends made thou-
sands of missing-person posters that were
distributed throughout the United States.
They spoke with the media, including
televised appearances where they plead-
ed for answers. They rented office space
on American Drive and established the
Laurie Depies Search Center. The volun-
teer-staffed location was home base for
search efforts and included an 800 num-
ber for people to call with tips.

Over the past three decades some leads
have surfaced, but nothing has material-
ized to solve the case.

T
@.

To include your services call (220) 385-4512

Lo

Discover

a place

of worship
for you.

b

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]

200 North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

£] > ]

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM
809 S Commercial St, Neenah ~ 920-725-3956  wwuw.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

Sunday Worship Services
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM
1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah,
WI

www.applevalleypres.org

APPLE VALLEY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A confessionally Reformed church where the

Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm
407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net« facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI

Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God'’s Love

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 * www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am
Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~

All are welcome!
108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah - (920)725-0166
www.fumenm.org - facebook.com/fumcnm

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA (© (’\
Come Worship With Us This Summer!

Thursdays at 6pm (thru Aug 28)
Sundays at 9am (thru Sep 7)

Pet Blessing Service - Aug 21 at 6pm
Free VBS August 3-7 5:30-8pm
(3yrs - 5th grade) >

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822
www.gloriadeilc.org

Come Grow With Us

200 Church St., Neenah, WI

First Preshyterian Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME

920-725-4391 www.firstpresneenah.org

Photo by David Hall

Bargain shopping

The Friends of the Neenah Public Library used book sale was held over the weekend.
The event provided a chance for guests to shop a large selection of both adult and
children’s titles — books, DVDs and music CDs. Proceeds from the sale are used to
support library programming and services and to supplement the library’s collection.

Business news roundup

The Boldt Company announced the
appointment of Dale Lewis as Director of
Data Centers, a strategic leadership role
focused on driving project development
and expanding Boldt’s presence in this
dynamic sector. Lewis joins Boldt from
Microsoft, where he served as Director of
Construction for the company’s Milwau-
kee (MKE) campus. As director, Lewis
will lead data center business develop-
ment efforts across the company and iden-
tify partnerships with owners and trade
partners to drive value by guiding opera-
tional approaches to achieve client goals.
Additionally, he will oversee preconstruc-
tion services and ensure project teams are

set up for success from the outset.

McMahon announced Chris Dop-
kins, project manager, and Tony Kap-
pell, water/wastewater project engi-
neer, have been named directors in the
company. Dopkins has been with Mc-
Mahon for more than 27 years, serving
as a project manager at the company’s
Machesney Park, Ill. office. Dopkins will
hold the title of director of regional ser-
vices. Kappell has served as a project en-
gineer in McMahon’s water/wastewater
division, based in Neenah for 21 years.
Kappell will hold the new title of director
of water/wastewater division.

4. TRINITY
=~ LUTHERAN
SCHOOL

CALL FOR A TOUR!
920-886-1077
300 Broad St Menasha, WI
8:15 AM - 3:30 PM

NOW ENROLLING

AN R
lw.&tlwé}[‘&&@
SIS am =280 pm

¢ Faith Based Learning

* Smaller class sizes

e Conscious Discipline Trained Teachers

e Family Atmosphere

e High Academic Standards

¢ Before and After Care available to all students

Your Trusted Legal Professionals For Planning, Preserving& Protecting Your Legacy™

Wills < Trusts <>

a better way — call today!

920-558-

www.theEstatePlan

Estates

Elder Law

<>

9300

ningGroup.com
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Retooled Rockets ready for another run at FVA title

Neenah News

Itisn’t hard to see the holes in the Neenah
High School football team’s roster left by last
year’s graduation.

One Offensive Player of the Year in the
Fox Valley Association who is now suiting
up for the Wisconsin Badgers. One three-

year varsity starter
Footba" at quarterback who
PREVIEW

was equally adept
at running the ball
as throwing it. One
two-way starter at tight end and linebacker
who topped the team in tackles by nearly a
2-to-1 margin. Two starters on the offensive
line who earned all-FVA recognition.

Thats just a portion.

But instead of it being a rebuilding year
for the FVA co-champions, the Rockets will
likely be one of the top teams in the league
with a veteran defense and the next batch of
talented skill position players.

The Rockets defense has its share of re-
turning starters and the team may need to
lean on a unit that held 10 of its 12 oppo-
nents to 21 points or less last season.

Senior Nate Kramp is a returning first-
team all-FVA selection on the defensive line
and leads a position group that has plenty of
experience. Kramp along with fellow seniors
Henry St. Clair and Brayden Milbrodt all
finished near the top 10 in tackles last season
and will anchor the unit up front.

The Rockets boast a pair of returning
all-conference players at linebacker. Senior
Hunter Weinke was a second-team all-FVA
selection at linebacker and finished third on
the team in tackles, while senior Jonah Ritter
earned honorable mention all-conference
honors at inside linebacker and finished fifth
on the team in tackles.

The offense certainly lost some firepower
from last season but will have junior Ashton
Van Beek stepping in at quarterback. Van
Beek has experience at the position playing
10 games at quarterback — including nine
starts — as a freshman when starter Evan
VanEvenhoven was injured.

Van Beek threw for nearly 1,000 yards as

a freshman while also rushing for 563 yards
and six touchdowns. Last year, he led the
team in receiving yards and averaged nearly
25 yards per catch as a starting receiver.

The Rockets’ top pass catcher from last
season is senior Mathias Charles returns and
will likely have a bigger role in the offensive
this season. Charles led the team with 24
catches.

Junior Cooper Sieck is expected to take
over at running back this season after averag-
ing more than six yards per carry in limited
action last season.

It will be tough for Neenah’s offense to
replicate the scoring of last year’s group as
the Rockets topped the 40-point mark four
times and averaged more than 28 points per
game in conference play.

Neenah will also have one of the toughest
schedules in the state with three opponents
that reached Level 3 of the WIAA playoffs
last year on the docket as well as perennial
state powerhouse Kimberly.

The Rockets will open the season Friday
at home against defending state champion
Muskego before traveling to face Arrowhead
— a 2024 quarterfinalist in Division 1 — in
Week 2.

Neenah opens the FVA slate at Appleton
East on Sept. 4 before returning home the
following Friday to take on fellow co-cham-
pion Kaukauna.

St. Mary Catholic

The Zephyrs will have a new head coach
leading the team this season as Rob Detter-
man takes the helm for a St. Mary Catholic
that has struggled a bit since its return to
playing 11-player football.

Detterman has helped out the schools
middle school program in the past but also
coached in Ohio before moving to Neenah
five years ago.

The Zephyrs have won just three games in
the past two seasons and went winless in its
first year in the Eastern Wisconsin Confer-
ence but with an increase in numbers in the
program — St. Mary Catholic has 53 players
in the program this season — and a strong

offseason weightroom and conditioning
effort, Detterman believes the team will be
improved.

“We think we can take a step forward this
season,” Detterman said. “The kids have put
the time in and I am very fortunate to have a
great staff of assistants who have been work-
ing their tails off to get the team ready.”

The Zephyrs will be keyed by an experi-
enced offensive line where juniors Gibson
Rause, Alex Klinkhammer and Brady Det-
terman are all returning and have played
most of the last two seasons as starters.

All three linemen come in at more than
200 pounds and should anchor an offensive
attack that will look to utilize an improved
running game.

St. Mary Catholic also returns key mem-
bers of its passing attack from last year as
senior quarterback Maddox Dwyer and
receivers Tarver Trinkner, a junior, and Ma-
son Wagner, a senior, all return. Trinkner
finished with 24 catches last season for 276
yards, while Wagner average nearly 18 yards
a catch on 19 receptions and scored a pair of

touchdowns.

The receiver group is also expected to get
a boost from junior Luke Fairweather who
adds another target for Dwyer in an already
athletic group.

Defensively, Wagner led the team with
four interceptions and also recovered a fum-
ble from his position in the secondary, while
senior Zeke Hennessy and junior Dominic
Todd will anchor the line.

Detterman said that the depth of this year’s
team will be improved with the increase in
numbers as well as players focusing on posi-
tions on both sides of the ball. He said there
may only be “four or five” two-way starters
but that it’s likely players will see action on
both offense and defense.

“We want to control the line of scrimmage
on both sides of the ball,” Detterman said of
the key to the team’s success. “We just have
to get some confidence. These kids know
how much work they put in and we know
they will compete hard but it's something
that we need to get to those Friday night
lights to see”

Prep roundup

GOLF

Zephyrs’ Nagel earns

medalist honors

Olivia Nagel fired a 42 at Westridge
Golf Club last Thursday to earn medalist
honors at the season-opening Bay Confer-
ence South Division Meet.

Nagel finished nine strokes ahead of the
rest of the field to help the Zephyrs to a
team score of 234. St. Mary Catholic fin-
ished behind Fox Valley Lutheran (218)
and Winneconne (226).

Martha Peters and Scarlett Reichen-
berger each added 62s, while Kieran Berg-
strom chipped in a round of 68.

Rockets falls in two meets

Neenah dropped Fox Valley Associa-
tion meets to Kimberly (189-192) and
Hortonville (179-213) on Tuesday.

Lilly Quella and Adrianne Oitzinger
each shot 46s and Jordyn Brockman added
a 47 at High Clift against the Papermakers.

Oitzinger led Neenah with a 48 at
Grand View and Brockman added a 49.

TENNIS

Zephyrs open with win

The Zephyrs put on a strong perfor-
mance to beat Shorewood, 5-2, at the
Kohler Quad on Monday.

St. Mary Catholic was also scheduled to
face Kohler and Xavier but those matches
were moved to later date.

Erin Blaney, Halle Janssen and Kaylee
Sommerfeld each earned singles wins for
the Zephyrs.

The top doubles team of Vivie Auth and
Adel Schneider along with the No. 2 pair-
ing of Nadia Alexander and Lorelai Miller
also were winners.

CNew Location, Same Trusted ServiceD

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158

Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

Hiring Caring People

JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benetfits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767

seniorsthide.

Home Care

With Honor and Gratitude this Labor Day

Westgor FFuneral Homes
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah
(920) 722-7151

1140 Appleton Road, Menasha
(920) 720-0314

www.westgorfuneralhomes.com

From our family to yours, we extend our deepest

gratitude and appreciation. At Westgor Funeral Homes,

we're here to help families commemorate their loved
ones with the dignity they deserve.

Calling Neenah Home Since 1941, Westgor IF'uneral Homes
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Senior Standout is Erougﬁt to you Ey:

Weinke proud to be part of Neenah tradition

By Steve Clark
NEeeNAH NEwWS

When Hunter Weinke was a freshman
he would watch the Neenah High School
football team take the field at the old
Rocket Stadium and picture himself one
day donning the red and white.

He just had to wait his turn.

“Freshmen aren’t allowed to be on the
sidelines (for games) and I remember be-
ing up there and just eager to get out there
on the field,” Weinke said. “When I got my
shot, I was really excited.”

He also proved to be pretty good.

Weinke is the top returning tackler
from last season for the Rockets, racking
up 59 stops and four tackles for loss from
his outside linebacker position. He was
named to the all-Fox Valley Association
second team following the season.

The start of this season couldn’t come
soon enough for the 6-foot-1, 195-pound
senior.

Senior Standout

chemistry within the team.

He talked about the brotherhood he felt
being a part of the Neenah program and
how that plays an important role in the
team’s success.

“It helps a lot. We have a lot of new play-
ers this year and in getting to know them
better we can help them out,” Weinke said.
“What I like most about football is the
physicality and the brotherhood. We're
here every day hanging out with each oth-
er and hitting each other. Nothing better
than that.”

This will be Weinke’s third year playing
at the varsity level for the Rockets as he

saw limited action as a sophomore.

Part of that playing time came at run-
ning back where he scored a touchdown
in Level 1 playoftf game against DC Ever-
est. He wouldn’t mind seeing the end zone
again this season.

“That’s what I am looking for this year,”
Weinke said. “It’s definitely on the list to
do”

Weinke has scored a touchdown as a
defensive player before and its one of his
earliest memories of playing football.

In his first Pop Warner game, Weinke
was playing middle linebacker when an
opponent’s pass found its way into his
hands.

“I got a pick six in my first game ever
playing,” Weinke said.

“Especially with it being my senior
year,” Weinke said. “Since the winter I've
been hanging out with all of the fellas in
the weight room talking about it. It’s been
building to get back out there.”

A season ago, Weinke helped a defen-
sive unit that was one of the best in the
FVA and allowed more than 14 points just
twice all season.

This year, Weinke will once again be
counted on to be productive but as one of
the more experienced players on the unit
will have leadership responsibilities as
well. But it’s a feeling he shares with every-
one on the unit.

“I think we need to all step up as lead-
ers,” Weinke said. “I think everyone on the

def is a lead d hel trol
clense 18 a jeader and ¢l Aelp contro Football isn’t the only sport Weinke

the game in their own way”” Is at. He is al conf 1
Weinke said that he is a part of the excels at. e 1s also an afl-conterence - Neenah News

team’s Football Leadership Council which

Hunter Weinke is a returning second-team all-Fox Valley Association linebacker who is enter-

comes up with ways to strengthen the See Senior Standout oN PaGe 12 ing his third season playing for the Neenah varsity football team.

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to include your business in the Business Services Directory
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Over 30 o « 30+ yrs exp, licensed and insured every Friday!  Fan Installations
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Returning state doubles champs lead talented Zephyrs

Neenah News

Adel Schneider and Vivie Auth had an
impressive first sea-
son playing dou-
bles together for

Girls Tennis
PREVIEW the St. Mary Cath-
olic tennis team.

The duo rolled through an undefeated

regular season and then breezed through
the WIAA Division 2 tournament win-
ning seven of their eight matches in
straight sets en route to claiming the state
doubles championship.

Now, the pair gets to try to do it all again.

Schneider, a senior, and Auth, a soph-
omore, lead an experienced and talented

Rockets aiming for continued success

Neenah News

The names may change every year for
the Neenah High School girls swimming
team but the talent and tradition in the
program remain a constant.

The Rockets will once again be one of
the top programs in the Fox Valley Associ-
ation and will be counting on a nucleus of
returning athletes
as the team looks

SWI mmin g to produce another
PREVIEW successful season.

“We have a good
core group of experienced athletes who
are returning and will lead this year’s
team,” commented head coach Carrie Ra-
eth. “We look to build each week and to
have some great performances at the end
of the season.”

Replacing quality swimmers is never
easy for any coach but Neenah’s strong
tradition helps the program carry on its
success, even when talented athletes leave
the Rocket pool.

“We feel fortunate to have some great
swimmers over the years and while it is
always difficult to see them graduate, they
have left traditions and routines with the
athletes that then take over the leadership
roles each new season,” Raeth comment-

ed. “It comes from taking pride in our
team and our work ethic and passing that
on each year to the new team members.”

One of the leaders for this year’s group
will be senior Anna Mulroy, who has swam
at the state meet her first three seasons, in-
cluding last year when she qualified as an
individual in both the 100-yard butterfly
and 100-yard backstroke.

Also returning after competing at the
state meet a year ago is junior diver Syd-
ney Hansman as well as junior Breleigh
Maurer, who swam on the state-qualifying
200-yard medley and 200-yard freestyle
relays.

Sophomore Bridget Bloomhuft also re-
turns after being a regular in the varsity
lineup a year ago, while freshman Elisa-
beth Hang is expected to step into a var-
sity role this season. Both Bloomhuff and
Hang will likely compete in the freestyle
events.

Neenah is coming of a season where it
finished fourth in its WIAA Division 1
sectional meet, coming in behind a pair
of FVA rivals in Appleton North and
Oshkosh West. Those two teams along
with Neenah are likely to be the top three
squads in the FVA this season.

Neenah last won the FVA title in 2018.

TALTNT
TAKEOVER

2025

12:%

o pm

Oshkosh Convention Center
537 N Main St, Oshkosh, WI 54901

Get ready for an unforgettable night of music, art, and community at
this year's Talent Takeover! Our participants are taking the stage to
showcase their incredible and diverse talents—from singing and
dancing to unique art displays. This isn't just a talent show; it's a
fundraiser with a purpose. All proceeds directly support our
innovative programs, which provide a safe and nurturing
environment for youth and adults with diverse abilities to thrive.

Join us for an evening that rocks for a reason. Every ticket helps us
make a differencel

Scan QR Code
for Tickets!
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save $10.

General Admission: $55
Table of 8: $420
Table of 10: $530

Get $10 off your ticket
order! Use coupon code
“Herald" at checkout to

Your ticket includes:

o Adelicious dinner

o An electrifying 10-act
talent show

o Opportunities to bid
on amazing raffles

¢ A night of connection
and community

https://remarkablewi.org/talent-takeover-event/

Zephyr squad that will be aiming to make
arun at a berth in the Team State Tourna-
ment at the end of the year.

St. Mary Catholic finished a mere two
points behind powerhouse Kohler at last
year’s Division 2 sectional tournament
and will try to overtake the Blue Bomb-
ers this season and earn the program’s
first team state appearance since 2004. It
would be the program’s third team state
appearance overall.

Schneider and Auth lead a strong dou-
bles lineup for the Zephyrs after last year’s
state title winning run. The duo won all
four matches at the state tournament in
straight sets and dropped only nine games
in Madison to finish off the year 31-0.

Junior Nadia Alexander returns to the
Zephyrs’ No. 2 doubles team, which also
advanced to state last season, won a match
and lost to teammates Schneider and
Auth in Madison. Alexander and Emily

Vogel finished 25-4 last season.

Alexander is expected to be paired with
sophomore Lorelai Miller, who played at
No. 3 doubles last season and won a sec-
tional title with the graduated Nolie An-
derson.

Rounding out the doubles lineup will
be senior Bree Pauly and freshmen Elsa
Rossmeisl, who will be both be playing
their first seasons at the varsity level.

The top of the singles lineup for the
Zephyrs will get a bit of a shake-up with
the departure of No. 1 singles player Au-
drey Wanless.

Sophomore Ella Chier will step into the
top spot in the singles lineup after playing
at the No. 3 flight last season. Chier finished
second in her flight at sectionals last season.

Senior Erin Blaney will return to the No.
2 singles flight, while junior Halle Jannsen

See Tennis preview on PaGe 12

Classifieds

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

For Sale

AKC Golden Retriever Pups! Shots, dewormed
and vet checked. $150 Call 715-223-5663

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter,
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-920-3533

For Sale- Lab Puppies, AKC, Dew Claws
Removed, Wormed, Vaccinated, Colors- Yellow
& Chocolate. $900 to $950, 920-989-3808

For Sale Veterans Only: Two burial plots at
Greenlawn Memorial Park in Neenah located
in Veterans area graves completely ready for

burial. These are available, extremely low

price of $5,900 for both. Please call Char
Kiesling at 920-428-5655.

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty Roofs, Metal
Buildings Free Est. 608-221-3510 or 414-
369-7263

Golden Irish Puppies! 5 Males 1 Female.
Born 6/14. Shots and vet checked. $700 Call
715-644-8214

Golden Retriever Puppies, AKC Registered,

Vet Checked, Shots & Dewormed, Males &

Females, Colors Range From Red to Light
Golden, Friendly, $700 715-316-1705

Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material -steel
from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer -up to
50% off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health workers
& 1stresponders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-877-845-6606

Miscellaneous

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-748-6332

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-844-406-2647 today!

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-294-2679
today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move

Legal Notice

STATE OF WISCONSIN,

CIRCUIT COURT
WINNEBAGO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
NAME CHANGE OF:
Jaden Andrew Jones

By (Petitioner) Hailey Denise
Arguello

Notice and Order for Name
Change Hearing
Case No. 2025CV000735

NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:

From:

First — Jaden

Middle — Andrew

Last — Jones

To:

First — Jaden

Middle — Andrew Jones
Last — Arguello

Birth Certificate:
First — Jaden
Middle — Andrew
Last — Jones

IT IS ORDERED:

This Petition will be heard in
the Circuit Court of Winnebago
County, State of Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Hon. Michael
D. Rust

Place: 415 Jackson St. Osh-
kosh, WI 54902, Room 410
Date: 09-17-2025

Time: 9:45 AM

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a
disability to participate in the
court process, please call 920-
236-4811 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.

NOTICE TO NEWSPAPER
AND PETITIONER:

Notice of this hearing shall

be given by publication as a
Class 3 notice for three weeks
in a row prior to the date of the
hearing in the following news-
paper Neenah News.

BY THE COURT:

DATE SIGNED: August 5,
2025

/s/ Hon. Michael D. Rust
Winnebago County Circuit
Court Judge, Branch |
Runs: August 15, 2025,
August 22, 2025 and August
29, 2025.

WNAXLP

SMALL CLAIMS PUBLI-
CATION SUMMONS AND
NOTICE
Outagamie County

Case No. 25 SC 1575.

Plaintiff, Automax Financial,
LLC dba CNAC

W133N8569 Executive Park-
way

Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

V.
Defendant, Justin Richard
Palmer

114 Olive St.

Neenah, WI 54956

If you require reasonable ac-
commodations due to a disabili-
ty, to participate in the court pro-
cess please call 920-832-5093
at least 10 working days prior
to the scheduled court date.
Please note the court does not
provide transportation.

PUBLICATION SUMMONS
AND NOTICE OF FILING.

TO THE PERSON NAMED
ABOVE AS DEFENDANT: You
are being sued by the person(s)
above as Plaintiff. A copy of the
claim has been sent to you at
the address as stated in the
caption above.

The lawsuit will be heard in the fol-
lowing Small Claims Court: Out-
agamie County Courthouse 320
S. Walnut St., Appleton, WI 54911
(Phone 920-832-5093) and VIA
Telephone: Telephone No. 312-
626-6799; Meeting ID: 341 055
7261 on the following date and
time 9/8/2025 at 8:30 a.m.

If you do not attend this hear-
ing, the court may enter a judg-
ment against you in favor of the
person suing you. A copy of
the claim has been sent to the
address as stated in the cap-
tion above. A judgment may be
enforced as provided by law. A
judgment awarding money may
become a lien against any real
estate you own now or in the fu-
ture, and may also be enforced
by garnishment or seizure of
property. You may have the op-
tion to Answer without appear-
ing in court on the court date by
filing a written Answer with the
clerk of court before the court
date. You must send a copy of
your Answer to Plaintiff named
above at their address. You
may contact the clerk of court
at the telephone number above
to determine if there are oth-
er methods to answer a Small
Claims complaint in that county.

Amy M. Bentley, Bentley Tuff-
nell Law, SC

933 N. Mayfair Rd., Suite
325B,

Milwaukee, WI 53226

Phone 262-353-9556.

State Bar No. 1025449.
Date. 7/22/2025

Runs: August 8, 2025,
August 15, 2025 and August
22,2025

WNAXLP
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Senior Standout

FROM PAGE 11

crosse player for the Rockets.

He got started playing in seventh grade
—learning the game through a friend who’s
dad was a youth coach — and has become a
stalwart on the Neenah defense.

“I ended up joining (in seventh grade)
and kept with it because I really I liked it,”
Weinke said. “I think there are alot of sim-
ilarities (between the two sports). It’s all
speed work and conditioning which helps
me out here and then being physical.”

He even said that lacrosse can be a more
physical sport than football in some ways.

Not necessarily with the overall sore-
ness that follows a football game, but
when a bunch of guys are running around
with wooden sticks, one good wallop can
certainly hurt.

“Both are physical, but when you get
whacked with a stick in the arm or some-

words out of this article. Can you ﬁnd
where each word belongs?

long time taking of precious
books. And they have some unique,
important helpers.

= Kid ScooP,
Batty Librarians
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Whoops! Bats have knocked some of the

PORTUGAL — The librarians at the Joanine
Library in Coimbra, Portugal, have spent a

thing, that can really hurt,” Weinke said.
“You can have a pretty big bruise for a
while”

Weinke actually broke his thumb in
Neenah’s final lacrosse game of the 2025
season last spring which forced him to
step away from one of his favorite activi-
ties — golf. However, he did find an alter-
native.

“I started playing pickleball with my left
hand,” Weinke said with a laugh. “It was
pretty tough but I actually got pretty good
atit.”

Weinke may or may not continue his
off-hand Pickleball game following high
school, but he is certain he wants to play
sports in college.

He’s just not sure if it’s going to be foot-
ball or lacrosse.

“I'm keeping my options open,” Weinke
said. “We’ll see what happens.”

One thing Weinke is sure about is the
pride he takes in being a part of the Neen-
ah football tradition.

He said he remembers going outside in
the rain to play football with his neighbor
— former Rocket standout Darius Jones Jr.
— and how that contributed to his desire
to be a Rocket.

“Seeing him as a captain when I was in
the stands as a freshman, I wanted to be
just like him,” Weinke said. “We have great
coaches and a great community all around
us. I just love this program.”

Tennis preview

FROM PAGE 11

and senior Kaylee Sommerfeld are expect-
ed to round out the varsity singles lineup.

Neenah

The Rockets continued their reign over
the Fox Valley Association last season,
winning the program’s 12® straight con-
ference title and 33" overall.

Neenah went on to win its sectional
and qualify for the team state tournament
for the 21%, standing behind only Eau
Claire Memorial (23 state appearances)
in WIAA history. The Rockets beat Notre
Dame in the quarterfinals before losing to

Arrowhead in the semifinals.

Neenah achieved that success with
three sophomores in the singles lineup in
Celia Gentile, Ella Motto and JB Kenne-
dy, who all won sectional titles last season.
Gentile won one match at individual state
and both of her matches at team state.

The Rockets also had only one senior in
its varsity doubles lineup and could return
that group this season.

Ava Motto and Rebekah Thomas played
at No. 2 doubles and won a sectional title
to advance to the state tournament, while
Josie Kohlbeck and Evelyn Buss were the
Neenah duo at No. 3 doubles who also
won a sectional crown.

Sydney Michalkiewicz, a freshman last
season, played at No. 1 doubles.

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at
www.kidscoop.com
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If you wereto
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Built in the 1700s, the Joanine Library is considered one of the most beautiful libraries in
the world, attracting about half a million visitors each year.

not see the bats. They deep during the day when

thelibrary is open. At

through the darkened library to dine on gnats,
beetles and other insects. Their regular dining

the library, you would

, the bats flutter

For more than 250 years, the librarians have
batsto livein thelibrary. Yes—batslivein thislibrary!

Thelibrarians alow the batsto live there because they
est insects that could the books. There are
more than 60,000 historic booksin the Joanine Library.
Preserving the booksis afull-time for the
librarians. They appreciate the extra
help from thelibrary’s bats.

Bat Facts

How much do you know about bats?
Take this quiz. Then hold the page up
to a mirror to check your answers.

1. All bats drink blood.
CITRUE CIFALSE
2. Bats sleep upside down.
CITRUE I FALSE
3. Bats help the environment by spreading
seeds, pollinating flowers, and keeping insect
populations under control.
CITRUE I FALSE

4. One bat can eat 1,000 mosquitoes per hour.
[CJTRUE [CJFALSE

5. Bats use sound to“se
CITRUE [ FALSE

e”in the dark.
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Standards Link: Science: Animals have different physical structures,
characteristics, and instincts that aid in survival.

Kid Scoop Puzzier
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Draw a line between each bat and its identical twin.

~

habit protects the historic books from these
page-munching

é XY
ﬂ Each evening, librarians the
antique tables to protect them from bat
droppings. The next morning, the coverings are removed
and thelibrary’sfloors are cleaned.

Most nights, some of the bats leave the library to feast on
insectsin the nearby hills. But on nightsthe
bats stay home and dinein.

Standards Link: Science: Students understand what animals need to survive, including
different food types and habitats.

Snack Attack!

Help this bat locate the mosquitoes.

)

Find aTitle

L ook through the
newspaper to find the
words that make up
the titles of books
you like. Cut the
words out and paste
them on another page
to recreate thetitle of
the book, like this:

CAT in the 2at

&) xid scoon Togetner

Let's Draw!

Follow the steps to draw a bat.

Standards Link: Language
Arts: Understand that words
make phrases and sentences.

Kid Scoop Teacher AC

Write On!
“I saw some bats i
thelibraryand...”

Standards Link: Visual Art: Reproduce a picture using visual clues.

NLOAD:
FREE DOW hvd:\j Pock’

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school!
Get your free sample today at:

kidscoop.com/activity-pages/

Finish this story.

Standards Link: Science: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Find the words by looking up,

AWAKE down, backwards, forwards,
BATS sideways and diagonally.
BOOKS
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Standards Link: Writing: Write creatively in

response to a prompt.




