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Stricter fireworks enforcement desired
Couple says fireworks  
caused dog’s death
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

A Neenah couple is urging the city to 
crack down on prohibited fireworks, say-
ing their dog died of a heart attack during 
last year’s Fourth of July celebrations.

Wendy and William Szczepanski, who 
live on Oak Street, have been speaking out 
at city meetings for years, calling for the 
city to adopt and enforce stricter fireworks 
regulations.

“We shouldn’t have to drug our pets 
because they’re terrified,” Wendy told the 
Common Council at a meeting in 2023. 
“But not to mention, along with that, be-
cause it’s so many days in advance, nobody 
knows when somebody is going to shoot 
one off.”

She returned to a council meeting ear-
lier this month and a committee meeting 
Tuesday holding an enlarged photo of 
their dog, Luke.

“Last year on July 4, at about 12:30 in 
the afternoon, an M80 went off in our 
neighborhood and my dog Luke had a 
massive heart attack,” she said. “I had to 

take him to the emergency vet, where he 
died.”

Wendy said that after returning from the 
vet, she sat outside and video recorded her 
neighbors shooting off illegal fireworks, 
which she reported to police.  

“Well, I don’t think they got anything 
but a warning, and it’ll happen again this 
year because people know it’s a joke,” she 
said. “I know the officers don’t want to 
wreck anyone’s fun, but there are other 
things that people can be doing besides 
illegal things in the city of Neenah.”

See Fireworks on Page 2

Ordinance expands   
off-road vehicle routes  
By Bethanie Gengler 
Neenah News

All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and util-
ity-terrain vehicles (UTVs) will soon 
be allowed on most county highways in 
Winnebago County, following the Coun-
ty Board’s June 17 vote to amend its ordi-
nance.

The county first passed an ATV/UTV 
ordinance in 2019, allowing limited use 
on select roads with low traffic volumes 
and accident histories, and only during 
daylight hours. The updated ordinance 
now expands access to most county high-
ways and permits ATV and UTV opera-
tion at any time unless otherwise posted.

Under state law, local governments de-
termine where these vehicles can operate. 
Some municipalities within the county 
have also designated local roads as ap-
proved routes.

County to open 
most highways  
to ATVs, UTVs

See New ordinance on Page 10

Carpenter Preserve vision taking shape
Trails, accessibility among 
improvements by city
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The city of Neenah is starting the first 
phase of a long-term plan to improve Car-
penter Preserve with new trails, parking 
areas and a unique method to control in-
vasive plants: grazing sheep and goats.

The project follows an updated master 
plan that builds on years of planning at the 
101-acre natural area on Neenah’s south-
west edge.

Carpenter Preserve, established in 
1996, is a largely undeveloped mix of 
woods, wetlands and open space. The city 
originally purchased 30 acres, then added 
71 more in 1999, with half the cost cov-
ered by a Wisconsin Department of Natu-
ral Resources stewardship grant.

The city completed its initial master 
plan for the preserve in 2002 and updated 
it in 2023 to reflect revised goals and com-
munity feedback. A wetland delineation 
report conducted in 2024 provided addi-
tional data on the site’s natural features.

This year, Parks Director Michael Kad-
ing said staff finalized a revised master 

plan and detailed implementation map 
to guide restoration and development ef-
forts. The plan outlines four phases over 
at least 10 years, with an estimated cost of 
more than $3 million, which may be high-
er as the plan is two years old.

Kading said the city will make incre-
mental improvements with an annual 
investment of about $100,000. Funding 
will come from the city budget, donations 
through Fox Cities Greenways, a city-es-
tablished trust fund and possible future 
grants.

Neenah News

John and Liam Israel visited Carpenter Preserve with grandparents Jeff and Kathleen Wollersheim recently to see the flock of sheep and goats 
grazing on invasive plants.

See Carpenter Preserve on Page 7
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William also spoke at the June 4 council 
meeting and committee meeting Tuesday, 
stating the couple feels targeted by the 
group they reported to police last year for 
setting off fireworks. 

“I’ve been driving around the last three 
years trying to get addresses of the people 
doing it and it’s always the same houses 
and obviously if the police were fining 
them, they wouldn’t continue lighting 
them off,” he said.

He also expressed frustration with the 
city, saying it seems to prioritize enforc-
ing certain ordinances while overlooking 
others.

“It boggles my mind on why you’re 
hassling homeowners on stuff like that, 
but then do nothing about the illegal fire-
works, which is a state law that they aren’t 
supposed to be lighting that stuff off …,” 
he said.

The couple urged the city to adopt a 
fireworks ordinance similar to Oshkosh’s, 
with fines for juveniles set at $100 for a 
first offense, $150 for a second, and $500 
for a third within 36 months. For adults, 
the fines are $125, $225 and $1,000, re-
spectively, with additional court costs that 
increase with each offense.

Neenah does not have a separate fireworks 
ordinance or penalty structure, instead 
adopting state law, which prohibits fireworks 
that explode or leave the ground. Fireworks 
displays require a permit from Neenah-Me-
nasha Fire Rescue, while vendors selling fire-
works must obtain a city license.

Neenah Assistant Police Chief Jeff Ber-
nice said allowable fireworks include spar-
klers, poppers, streamers, snaps, cap gun 
caps, fountains which are designed to sit 
on the ground and emit sparks or smoke, 
smoke bombs without external flames and 
toy snakes. 

“Basically, if it leaves the ground on its 
own power or explodes, it’s illegal, unless 
you have a permit from the city,” he said.

Police enforcement typically starts with 
a written warning before citations are is-
sued, Bernice said.

“The goal is through education; but 
when people are unsafe, reckless, and con-
tinue after being warned, citations will be 
issued,” he said.

In the past two years, there have only 
been two fireworks citations issued in the 
city for continuous usage after warnings. 

“Sometimes enforcement is extreme-
ly difficult when it pertains to fireworks,” 
Bernice said. “A call comes in and officers 
respond to find a group of people congre-
gated in an area where fireworks have been 
ignited – if no one takes responsibility and 
the officer did not see who is lighting off 
the fireworks, who gets cited?”

Violating fireworks regulations can re-
sult in fines of up to $1,000, and anyone 
who causes property damage or injury by 
setting off fireworks may be held liable for 
all resulting damages.

Last year, Neenah police received 71 
fireworks complaints, though the actual 
number of calls may be higher due to mul-
tiple calls coming from the same address 
in a night. The 71 reports were specific to 
illegal fireworks use and did not include 
general noise complaints.

The week of the Fourth of July is one of 
the busiest of the year for Neenah police. 
Over the past four years, the busiest times 
have typically been Saturdays and Sundays 
between 8 and 10 p.m., and Fridays from 10 
p.m. to midnight, according to Bernice.

Police Chief Aaron Olson spoke at the 
Public Services and Safety Committee 
meeting this week on the topic, stating the 
department has adopted an “education 
over citations” approach since 2009, cit-
ing limited officer resources during peak 
call times.

Olson said enforcing fireworks viola-
tions is a time-consuming and complex 
process for police, requiring officers to 
directly witness the act, collect physical 
evidence – sometimes with the help of the 
bomb squad – and complete extensive pa-
perwork. Identifying the individual who 
set off the fireworks can be difficult, and 

responding to such calls can pull officers 
from higher-priority incidents. 

Even with dozens of complaints, Olson 
said only a small fraction may result in ci-
tations.

“To write a citation, we have to be able 
to see it, or a citizen has to write a sworn 
statement and be willing to go to court 
and testify,” he said.

He also noted that a 2018 community 
survey reflected divided public opinion, 
with roughly half the respondents sup-
porting fireworks use, 25% indifferent and 
25% wanting police to enforce regulations 
to the best of their ability.

Olson said he spoke with Oshkosh’s po-
lice chief and they aren’t actually changing 
their enforcement protocol significantly. 

“If they can write a citation, they will, 
just like we would,” he said.

Committee discussion this week in-
cluded establishing clear time parameters 
for fireworks use, implementing escalating 
fines for repeat offenders and creating a 
more specific city ordinance.

Olson said he plans to collaborate with 
other local police departments to develop 
a more effective approach. 

Residents can report fireworks con-
cerns by calling the department’s admin-
istrative line at 920-886-6000 before 4 
p.m. to speak with staff. After 4 p.m., calls 
to the same number will be routed to the 
Winnebago County Sheriff ’s Office Com-
munication Center. For emergencies in-
volving fires, injuries, medical issues or 
reckless use of fireworks that put people 
or property at risk, call 911.

Fireworks
from Page 1

Photo from City of Neenah

Wendy Szczepanski holds a photo of her dog, 
Luke, while speaking June 4 at a Neenah 
Common Council meeting about how fireworks 
set off in her neighborhood last Fourth of July 
caused him to suffer a fatal heart attack.

Fireworks safety tips
• Never allow young children to 
play with or ignite fireworks, in-
cluding sparklers. Sparklers burn 
at temperatures of about 2,000 
degrees Fahrenheit – hot enough 
to melt some metals.
• Keep a bucket of water or a 
garden hose handy in case of fire 
or other mishap. 
• Light fireworks one at a time, 
then move quickly away from the 
fireworks device. 
• Never try to relight or handle mal-
functioning fireworks. Soak them 
with water and throw them away.
• Never place any part of your 
body directly over a fireworks de-
vice when lighting the fuse. Move 
to a safe distance immediately 
after lighting fireworks.
• Never point or throw fireworks 
(including sparklers) at anyone.
• After fireworks complete their 
burning, to prevent a trash fire, 
douse the spent device with plen-
ty of water from a bucket or hose 
before discarding the device.
• Make sure fireworks are legal in 
your area and only purchase and 
set off fireworks that are labeled for 
consumer (not professional) use.
• Never use fireworks while im-
paired by alcohol or drugs.

CommunityFest features Parade of Lights, fireworks
Neenah News

A Fourth of July community tradition is 
coming up with two days of Community-
Fest. 

The event July 3 and 4 features the Pa-
rade of Lights along with fireworks over the 
water, music, fun and community spirit. 

The Parade of Lights begins at 9 p.m. 
July 3 and travels through downtown 
Neenah. According to event organizers, 
the parade will start at a new spot this year. 
It will leave from west of downtown Neen-

ah, proceed east on Wisconsin Avenue, 
turn north on Commercial Street, cross 
into Menasha where the parade will turn 
east on Main Street and end on Milwau-
kee Avenue at 1st Street.

Spectators are encouraged to bring a 
chair, grab a spot and enjoy the glow as dec-
orated vehicles and bikes light up the night. 

On July 4, Riverside and Jefferson Parks 
will be full of live music, food trucks, kids’ 
activities, water ski and stock car demos, a 
Venetian boat parade and more. Events for 

the day wrap up with fireworks over Lake 
Winnebago at 9:45 p.m.

Tarps for fireworks seating in Neenah can 
go down starting at 5 p.m. July 3, Communi-
tyFest organizers said. Free shuttles will run 
between activities in Neenah and Menasha. 

Organizers said to expect street closures 
near the parks and encourage visitors to 
check the map and plan ahead for park-
ing.  A full schedule, maps and details can 
be found at nmcommunityfest.org/festi-
val-events.

4TH OF JULY HOLIDAY DEADLINES
Please be advised the Neenah News will have 
early deadlines for the July 4th issue:
Space and copy deadline: Friday, June 27, 2025  NOON 
Materials complete deadline: Monday, June 30, 2025 3PM
This is for classified and display advertising. 
OBITS deadline is Monday, June 30 at 3PM

920-486-1616
www.neenahnews.com



 neenahnews.com x Page 3June 27, 2025

STX CREW CAB

GREEN BAY     NEENAH     OSHKOSH

bergstromford.com

2024 Ford
Bronco Sport

$399
PER MONTH

48
MONTH

$2,000 DOWN PAYMENT

LEASE

XLT

2025 Ford
F-150 

17%
OFF MSRP*

UP TO

*To approved credit thru Ford Credit on 2024 Ford Bronco Sport Big Bend 
(F243727) $399/mo lease is 48mo/7,500 miles/year. $2,000 down payment. Tax, 
title, license and service fees ($399) extra. No Security Deposit. Ends 7/7/25.

*To approved credit thru Ford Motor Credit. Up to 17% o� MSRP is $10,250 o� $60,480 
MSRP ($7,500 dealer discount and $2,750 retail bonus cash; everyone qualifies). 
Example F253976. Take new retail delivery by 7/7/25.

EMPLOYEE
PRICING

FOR ALL

EMPLOYEE
PRICING

FOR ALL

County Board approves funding for Fox Cities campus
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Board of Su-
pervisors recently approved nearly $1 mil-
lion in funding and authorized the county 
executive to sign lease agreements without 
additional board approval to sustain oper-
ations at the University of Wisconsin-Os-
hkosh Fox Cities campus in Menasha. 

The county board’s actions at a June 17 
meeting follow Outagamie County’s vote 
last month to transfer its ownership stake 
in the campus to Winnebago County for 
$1.

Winnebago supervisors voted 30-1 to 
appropriate $870,000 from the county’s 
general fund balance to support campus 
operations through the end of the year. 
The county’s expected cost to operate the 
campus for an entire year is about $1.65 
million.

The board also authorized County Ex-
ecutive Gordon Hintz to negotiate and 
sign leases related to the campus without 
additional board approval through Dec. 
31. Any leases may not exceed two years.

Supervisors said the move is intend-
ed to provide flexibility for quick action 
as community groups express interest in 
using the space. Allowing the county ex-
ecutive to finalize short-term agreements 
without multiple committee approvals is 
expected to speed up the process, with a 
goal of getting tenants into the building as 
soon as possible. 

Classes at the UW Fox Cities campus 
ended last month following a decision by 
UW-Oshkosh to shut down the two-year 
university due to declining enrollment. 
The campus itself is not shutting down en-
tirely, however, as Winnebago County will 
assume ownership July 1 and is working to 
maintain and repurpose the facilities for 
community use.

The 43-acre campus includes the Bar-
low Planetarium, Weis Earth Science 
Museum, Communication Arts Center, 
University Children’s Center and outdoor 
community gardens. As part of the trans-
fer agreement with Outagamie County, 
the contents of the Weis Museum will be 
relocated to Appleton’s History Museum 
at the Castle.

Among the most immediate concerns is 
child care. Twenty-five families who rely 
on the University Children’s Center were 
told services were to end June 20. The Me-
nasha Joint School District (MJSD) plans 
to take over the center on July 1 to ensure 
continuity of care and will hire the exist-
ing university child care staff as district 
employees.

Under the lease agreement with the 
county, MJSD will not pay rent during the 
first year but will cover all utilities. Rent 

will begin in the second year at an amount 
to be determined by the county.

“Our partnership ensures that the cen-
ter will continue to operate in its current 
location, providing uninterrupted service 
for families who rely on its high-quality 
care,” MJSD Superintendent Matt Zim-
merman told the board. “Families can ex-
pect the same five-star, top tier program 
to continue, a testament to your commit-
ment to expanding access to high quality 
early childhood education.”

The ongoing operation of the Barlow 
Planetarium was among the discussion 
topics at the meeting, with Director Teri 
Gee stating that the planetarium needs a 
$2.1 million projection system upgrade to 
remain operational. 

Gee said that there have been efforts to 
start a capital campaign for more than a 
decade, but the requests were always de-
nied, adding that she is preparing to kick 
off a capital campaign.

“If the board will approve the resolution 
to support the planetarium, this will give 
us time,” she said. “We are ready to get go-
ing; we just need the opportunity.”

The approved budget amendment in-
cludes $183,697 to fund the Barlow Plan-
etarium through the end of the year, cov-
ering labor, fringe benefits, services and 
supplies. 

An additional $45,000 was approved to 
cover half the cost of a new portable plan-
etarium. It was noted at the meeting that 
the portable planetarium was purchased 
with a federal grant that requires a match-
ing contribution, or the county would 
have to return it. Supervisor Walt Ulbricht 
said the $45,000 was put in the budget 
amendment as a contingency, with little 
likelihood that it will be needed.

The Barlow Planetarium, which has 

been closed since June 1, posted on social 
media after the county board’s vote that it 
plans to reopen soon.

The Communication Arts Center was 
another focal point of discussion. County 
officials have not yet announced a man-
agement plan for the facility.

According to UW Fox Cities theater di-
rector Susan Rabideau, the $14 million fa-
cility includes a 360-seat theater, a multi-
use black box performance space and a 
visual art gallery. Rabideau said most of 
the equipment needed to operate the cen-
ter remains in place due to an agreement 
with UW-Oshkosh.

“It’s an amazing space, and all of those 
users rent the space, so it has this huge po-
tential to generate revenue,” she said.

Melody Buchinger, president of Attic 
Theater, said the group is seeking “a long-

term contract with the county to use the 
theater,” and has historically paid between 
$8,000 and $12,000 per production to use 
the space.

Some supervisors questioned the 
amount of the budget amendment to fund 
campus operations. 

Supervisor Tim Patterson told the 
board he is “a little concerned” that the 
budget adjustment for the campus already 
reflects a 50% increase over the original 
$600,000 estimate. 

“The growth of the numbers – I find 
very concerning,” he said.

It was noted at the meeting that the in-
crease is largely due to additional expenses 
tied to the Barlow Planetarium, which in 
the future is intended to be self-sustaining. 

Paul Kaiser, the county’s finance direc-
tor, said the amount of the budget amend-
ment is an estimate and the authorization 
doesn’t require the county to spend the 
full amount.

“If we don’t have a need to spend it, it 
doesn’t get spent,” he said.

Supervisor Lucas Reinke said the coun-
ty does not view the campus as a perma-
nent responsibility, noting the goal is to 
“offload it in about two years.”

Jim Perry, UW Fox Cities campus ex-
ecutive officer and dean emeritus, said 
during public comment that he represents 
a community group of about 1,500 resi-
dents advocating to preserve campus as-
sets for future community use.

“It’s up to all of us, the board, Winnebago 
County in general, the citizens of Menasha 
and the citizens of the Fox Cities, to make 
sure that that continues on,” he said. “These 
assets have been incredibly important to 
the quality of life that the Fox Cities and 
Winnebago County is known for.”

File photo

The University Children’s Center at UW-Oshkosh Fox Cities in Menasha was set to close June 
20, but the Menasha Joint School District plans to take over beginning July 1 to ensure contin-
ued care for enrolled families.
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Art After Dark event postponed to September
Neenah News

The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of 
Glass postponed its Art After Dark: Re-
naissance Faire to Sept. 18.

The event had been scheduled for 
Thursday, but museum officials decided 
earlier in the week to postpone it due to 

ground conditions and the likelihood of 
potentially dangerous storms.

“We apologize for any inconvenience 
and look forward to seeing everyone on the 
new date in September,” the museum said.

Visit bmmglass.com for more informa-
tion and updates. 

ThedaCare South Region has named 
Kellie Diedrick as the senior vice presi-
dent. In this role, Diedrick will lead the 
region, which includes the system’s lega-
cy hospital, ThedaCare Regional Medical 
Center-Neenah, and new health campuses 
in Fond du Lac and Oshkosh. 

Cameron Green has joined Fox Com-
munities Credit Union as their new assis-
tant vice president of facilities. This newly 

created position will provide leadership 
for the facilities team. In this role, Green is 
responsible for any construction, renova-
tion or maintenance of Fox’s physical en-
vironment and branch locations. He will 
also ensure compliance with workplace 
health and safety standards, and will be 
involved in space management, emergen-
cy preparedness, request-for-proposals for 
facilities projects, contract management 
and budget management for the team.

Business news roundup

Police dress up in crime prevention effort
Neenah News

Neenah police officers dressed up as 
old-school “merry marauders” last Friday 
to draw attention to crime prevention ef-
forts.

Dressed in full character, Neenah Assis-
tant Police Chief Jeff Bernice and commu-
nity policing coordinator Joe Benoit held 
signs in an attempt to educate the public 
about remembering to regularly lock their 
car doors overnight. 

Along with their #9PMRoutine social 
media posts, this is part of a public aware-
ness effort by the police department to 
combat a recent increase in thefts from 
vehicles. Since Memorial Day weekend, 

Benoit said Neenah has seen a noticeable 
rise in thefts from unlocked cars, partic-
ularly overnight and in residential neigh-
borhoods.

“Many of these crimes are preventable, 
and the department is focusing on a sim-
ple but effective message: eliminate the 
opportunity — lock your vehicle,” Benoit 
said. “The department is taking a proac-
tive — and creative — approach to  re-
mind the public that a locked door is often 
all it takes to deter a crime.”

He added this initiative aims to raise 
awareness while reducing crimes of oppor-
tunity, which often require nothing more 
than an unlocked car door to succeed.

Photo from Neenah Police Department

Neenah Assistant Police Chief Jeff Bernice and community policing coordinator Joe Benoit 
were in full character last Friday dressed as old-school “merry marauders” as part of a crime 
prevention effort.

Hiring Caring People 
JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS 

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benefits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767 

senior sbticleTM 
Home Care 
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With deep ties to Neenah and decades of trusted service, Kessler 
Fahrenkrug Funeral Home makes honoring your loved one a personal 
and meaningful experience.  Contact us to plan a service that honors 
your loved one’s unique life.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, WI 54956            
920 722 6464  |  kesslerfh.com

Your Family’s  
Wishes, Our  
Commitment 

 

Friday, June 27
Governor James Doty’s Friends and 

Family Days, noon, Doty Cabin, 701 Lin-
coln St.

Saturday, June 28
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Repair Café, 11 a.m., Neenah Public 

Library
Governor James Doty’s Friends and 

Family Days, noon, Doty Cabin, 701 Lin-
coln St.

Sunday, June 29
Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., Memorial Park

Tuesday, July 1
Future Neenah concert featuring Ave-

nue 55, 6-8 p.m., Shattuck Park

Thursday, July 3
CommunityFest Parade of Lights, 9 

p.m., downtown Neenah

Friday, July 4
CommunityFest, 11:30 a.m., Riverside 

Park
Fireworks, 9:45 p.m., Riverside Park

Saturday, July 5
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park

Wednesday, July 9
Future Neenah Summer Concert Se-

ries featuring Star Six Nine, 6 p.m., Shat-
tuck Park

Thursday, July 10
Out to Lunch Concert featuring Mr. 

Billy & Friends, 11:30 a.m., The Plaza in 
Gateway Park

Saturday, July 12
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Filthy Kids Fun Run, 8:30 a.m., 

O’Hauser Park

Sunday, July 13
Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., Memorial 

Park

Calendar 
of events

Cereal drive aims to feed local kids
Neenah News

A Toppling Hunger Cereal Drive is un-
derway through Monday in an effort to 
support children and families facing food 
insecurity across Northeast Wisconsin.

All 22 Fox Communities Credit Union 
locations are serving as drop-off sites for 
donations of unexpired, healthy cereal. 
Low sugar, whole grain items are preferred. 

Organizers said the collection will ben-
efit 15 local food pantry partners affiliated 

with Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, 
which ensures that donations stay local 
and support those who need it most.

To celebrate the community’s generosi-
ty, organizers said the drive will conclude 
by lining up all donated cereal boxes like 
dominoes and toppling them in a chain 
reaction. The visual display will take place 
shortly after the collection ends and be-
fore the cereal is distributed to pantry 
partners.

Kids’ Day coming to Future Neenah Farmers Market
Neenah News

The Future Neenah Farmers Market 
will feature a special Kids’ Day at the Mar-
ket on Saturday. 

Activities include face painting, a 
bounce house, crafts, games and more. A 

free kids yoga class from Bilancia Wellness 
will take place on the second floor of the 
Shattuck Park pavilion. Yoga participants 
are asked to bring a mat.

The Farmers Market runs from 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturday.

Local college graduates
The following students from Neenah 

graduated this spring from Marquette 
University in Milwaukee. There were 
2,845 students who graduated from Mar-
quette in May. The university celebrated 
its 144th Commencement with a series of 
events, including Graduate Recognition 
Ceremonies at Fiserv Forum and a Bacca-
laureate Mass on campus.

Ellie Balensiefen, bachelor of science, 
chemistry

Elise Braunel, juris doctor, law
Karissa Doyle, bachelor of science, mar-

keting

Gabe Gonzalez, bachelor of science, 
real estate

Cody Lichtfuss, juris doctor, law
Mya McClone, master’s, business ad-

ministration
Gabrielle Piechocki, master of science, 

speech language pathology

Jaden Hackbarth of Neenah graduated 
Summa Cum Ladue in May from Mount 
Mercy University in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
with a bachelor of business administration 
degree.
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Pair of statues approved to be added to local parks
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Neenah is set to install two new 
bronze statues in its park system this 
year, adding to the city’s collection of 
public art.

The city’s Plan Commission approved 
during a meeting June 10 a new public 
statue in Doty Park and another in Riv-
erside Park.

The Doty Park statue, called ”Knowl-
edge is Power,” will be placed in the nook 
to the south of Doty Cabin. It depicts a 
young girl with pigtails seated atop a 
globe while reading a book. Bronzeman, 
the company that made the statue, de-
scribes it as “a powerful image of intel-
lectual exploration and the boundless 
opportunities that come from reading.”

Doty Island Community Partners 
(DICP) initiated the statue placement 
to honor the legacy of Roosevelt School 
and the earlier school at the same site. 
Roosevelt School permanently closed in 
2023 as part of the Neenah Joint School 
District’s restructuring plan with the 
completion of a new high school in Fox 
Crossing. 

Local businessman and philanthro-
pist John Bergstrom and other commu-
nity members purchased the Roosevelt 
School parcel and donated it to the adja-
cent ThedaCare Regional Medical Cen-
ter. The site was razed and cleared last 
year and is now vacant green space. 

Alderman Flo Bruno, who is presi-
dent of DICP, said the original plan was 
to place the statue at the former school 
site at 215 E. Forest Ave. However, af-
ter contacting ThedaCare, uncertainty 
surrounding the site’s future use made 

Doty Park a more viable option.
“Unfortunately the hospital didn’t 

want that because they don’t really know 
what they want to do with the land so 
they didn’t want to have something in 
the middle that we would need to move 
at one point,” Bruno said. “So our sec-
ond choice was, why not Doty Park? 
And it’s even better because I think it 
will have more visibility there.”  

A plaque will accompany the statue to 

share the history of Roosevelt School, 
which opened in 1923 and operated 
for 100 years. Before that, the 3rd Ward 
School occupied the site from 1888 to 
1923.

“For over a century thousands of stu-
dents read, learned, laughed and played 
at the corner of 1st street and E. Forest 
Ave.,” a proposed plaque will read in 
part. “Dedicated teachers and staff pro-
vided island students with an education 
for their journey in life.” 

Parks Director Michael Kading con-
firmed that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission has already reviewed and 
accepted the statue’s placement in Doty 
Park. The second statue that will be 
installed in Riverside Park was on the 
commission agenda Thursday for ap-

proval.
The statue will be placed at the north-

west corner of North Park Avenue and 
East Wisconsin Avenue. It depicts Davy 
Crockett carrying a long rifle over his 
shoulder and a powder horn at his waist, 
with one hand outstretched. 

Kading said the statue and related 
work is being donated anonymous-
ly. The life-size statue is similar in 
scale and style to other bronze figures 
throughout the Fox Valley donated by 
Bergstrom, chief executive of Bergstrom 
Automotive, including statues in Neen-
ah bearing the likeness of Thomas Jef-
ferson, Abraham Lincoln and Benjamin 
Franklin.

Brannon Gries, principal architect 
with Gries Architectural Group rep-
resenting the project, said it is nearly 
identical in size to the Ronald Reagan 
statue standing on the corner of East 
Wisconsin Avenue and South Commer-
cial Street.

Deputy Director of Community De-
velopment Brad Schmidt said that the 
area in the park where the statue will 
be placed currently features a sidewalk 
and bench. An additional park bench 
and plaque are proposed adjacent to the 
statue, though no information was pro-
vided on the plaque’s inscription. Due 
to visibility concerns at the intersection, 
the statue will be set back farther than 
the city code requires to ensure ade-
quate sightlines for traffic.

Crockett was a frontiersman, Tennes-
see legislator and U.S. congressman, ac-
cording to the Tennessee Encyclopedia 
of History and Culture. While he had 
no connection to Wisconsin, Mayor 
Jane Lang said she researched his life 
and learned that he opposed the Indi-
an Removal Act. She said at last week’s 
meeting that she found that meaningful 
given the statue’s location near the site 
on Lakeshore Avenue where an archae-
ological investigation uncovered the re-
mains of a Native American village.

Submitted photos

Left: A life-size bronze bust of Davy Crockett anonymously donated to the city will be placed 
in Riverside Park later this year.

Right: Doty Island Community Partners plans to place this “Knowledge is Power” bronze 
statue in Doty Park to honor the former Roosevelt Elementary School that closed in 2023.

Weekly 
Specials 

Valley's 
Best 

Patio 
Dog Friendly!

Monday 
- Kids Eat Free

Tuesday 
 -BOGO Burgers 

Wednesday 
 - $2 Off Flatbreads

Thursday 
 - $2 Off Quesadillas  
  (& Live Music!)

Friday 
 - $12 Fish Fry

Saturday 
 - Prime Rib

Sunday 
 - 1/2 Price Desserts

1010 Cameron Way, Neenah 
920.725.1010 

Batleysgrillandbar.com 

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Seafood Selections - Served Daily 
Salmon, Grouper, Shrimp, Haddock, and Walleye 

ASK ABOUT FRIDAY FISH SPECIALS!

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

SALE STOREWIDE 

UP TO 50% OFF

Christmas In July

A portion of July’s sales will be donated to

to help wishes come true for local kids 
battling critical illnesses 

Shop Both Locations:
208 E College Ave Appleton 

523 N Main St Oshkosh

Free Cleaning          Free Inspections
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Work planned for 2025 includes install-
ing an overlook platform at the end of 
the Dike Trail and building two bridges 
at the preserve’s south end. In 2026, the 
city plans to build a 10-foot-wide grav-
el trail, an ADA-accessible loop near the 
play area, a new bridge connection and 
widen mulch trails east of the creek. By 
2027, a new parking lot west of the town 
hall, a 10-foot-wide main trail connecting 
Breezewood Lane to Paintbrush Road and 
another bridge north of Paintbrush are ex-
pected.

“The great vision is to ultimately con-
nect Highway G all the way up to JJ, and 
then over to the CB trail,” Kading said. 
“The goal is to create a greenways corridor 
that complements existing parks.”

A major focus of the plan is removing 
invasive species, particularly buckthorn, 
a dense shrub that threatens native plants. 
In May, the city brought in a flock of sheep 
and goats to graze on about six acres of 
buckthorn. The animals have drawn pub-
lic interest, with residents stopping by to 
watch. If successful, the city plans to use 
sheep annually and possibly expand the 
program to other parks.

“We’re not just doing this for one year; 
it’s got to be multiple years,” Kading said. 
“There’s a seven-year seed bank, and it gets 
spread everywhere.”

The plan also calls for removing dead 
ash trees killed by the invasive emerald ash 
borer. The city is working with volunteers 
to replant native trees, with 40 people 
planting 1,000 trees during a recent three-
hour volunteer event.

Another key project involves restoring 
the creek that runs through the preserve. 
The creek was straightened in the 1930s 
to create farmland, disrupting natural wa-
ter flow. The city plans to reroute the creek 
closer to its original path to slow water 
movement and reduce erosion. The rede-
sign will help retain and filter stormwater 
on site before it flows into Neenah Creek 
and eventually Little Lake Butte des Morts.

Carpenter Preserve could eventually 

offer a similar experience to Menasha’s 
Heckrodt Wetland Reserve, with trails 
and boardwalks allowing visitors to ex-
plore natural areas. Unlike Heckrodt, 
however, Neenah does not plan to build a 

nature center with staff, focusing instead 
on preserving the site’s natural features.

Kading said the city plans to improve 
the preserve while being fiscally respon-
sible.

“Let’s do what we can do without hav-
ing to spend tons of money, and let’s build 
a base and a foundation of people who 
love this place and want to be part of it,” 
he said.

Carpenter Preserve
from Page 1

Photo from Neenah Parks 

A group of volunteers is shown in Carpenter Preserve last year plant-
ing 550 seedlings.  

Neenah News

Above: The sun sets over Carpenter Preserve on Neenah’s southwest edge. Below, left: Sheep and goats munch on invasive buckthorn at Carpen-
ter Preserve in Neenah, helping control the overgrowth as part of the city’s restoration efforts.

FVTC approves new transfer agreements with two colleges
Neenah News

Fox Valley Technical College (FVTC) 
has partnered with the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM) and the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
(UWSP) for University Transfer Degree 
(UTD) agreements with both universi-
ties.

These partnerships create opportuni-
ties for students to complete their first 

two years of general education classes at 
FVTC, earn an associate of arts or an asso-
ciate of science degree and transfer credits 
to UWM or UWSP to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree with junior standing. Additional-
ly, UWM’s transfer agreement includes 
the acceptance of at least 60 credits from 
graduates of FVTC’s Associate of Applied 
Science degree programs. 

“Since we launched the University 

Transfer Degree in 2023, the program has 
seen impressive growth in enrollment,” 
said Dr. Chris Matheny, president of 
FVTC. “As we get ready for the fall semes-
ter, we have 414 students enrolled in these 
programs; 198 in the Associate of Arts 
and 216 in the Associate of Science. There 
is clearly an interest in these educational 
pathways.”

At UW-Milwaukee, all FVTC associate 

degree holders from any graduation year 
will be guaranteed admission and trans-
fer of at least 60 credits. This means they 
could start at UWM already halfway to-
ward many bachelor’s degrees.

At UW-Stevens Point, these transfer 
guide agreements serve FVTC graduates 
choosing to enroll in any of more than 70 
different baccalaureate programs within 
four academic colleges.

GENERATIONS SERVING GENERATIONS

As Part of Downtown Neenah Since 1941

Westgor Funeral Homes-  
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah, (920) 722-7151
1140 Appleton Road, Menasha, (920) 720-0314 

www.westgorfuneralhomes.com

Some things run in the family. 
Like integrity, compassion, 

and service. Westgor Funeral 
Homes is proud to continue a 

legacy of care.
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999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

Regular Price

$14.99
SALE PRICE

$9.99

Multipurpose Backyard Mix

Retiring Soon? 
Need help understanding your Medicare Health Plan Options?

Perhaps you’d like to retire early and are concerned 
about “bridging the healthcare gap” to Medicare.

Reach out today, chances are we’ve helped someone you know!

923 S. Main St, Oshkosh         920-966-0416
Jirschele Insurance 

An Independent Agency Since 2008 
“We Still Make House Calls”

fresh.
clean.
delivered.
400 N Richmond St. Ste D Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 573-6629 | www.thelaundrygal.com
www.facebook.com/thelaundrygalwi

GET STAINLESS STEEL SIDING 
TODAY AT WRIGHTWAY!

NO PAINTING
OR PEELING!

Tues 9 AM - 1 PM | Wed 11 AM - 3 PM | Thurs 12 PM - 5PM
1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh

920-232-5600
CALL FOR AFTER HOUR APPOINTMENTS

Construction apprenticeships cited by Miron
Neenah News 

Miron Construction celebrated 24 
young adults taking the next step in their 
construction careers during a career sign-
ing day event last week. 

Five of the new registered apprentic-
es signed with the North Central States 
Regional Council of Carpenters and one 
signed with International Union of Oper-
ating Engineers Local 139. 

Career Signing Day, which took place 
June 18, is when high school and college 
graduates officially begin employment 
with a construction contractor who will 
sponsor them throughout their appren-

ticeship and provide on-the-job training. 
They also will receive classroom instruc-
tion from their designated union training 
center as part of their apprenticeship.

The celebration highlighted several stag-
es at the start of a construction career, in-
cluding youth apprentices advancing to 
registered union apprenticeships, appren-
tices transitioning into full-time roles, those 
beginning their second year of training, and 
new apprentices starting their programs.

In the past two years, Miron’s youth ap-
prenticeship program has grown by more 
than 89% and now includes several satel-
lite offices.

Photo from Miron Construction 

Caden Sarauer of Neenah High School is among the apprentices continuing the second year of 
their youth apprenticeship at Miron Construction.

County Board OKs early 
transfer of Tri-County Arena
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Board of Su-
pervisors has approved transferring own-
ership of Tri-County Ice Arena in Fox 
Crossing to the nonprofit organization 
that operates it, four years ahead of sched-
ule.

The board voted in favor of the early 
transfer to Appleton 
Ice at a meeting June 
17 following a recom-
mendation from the 
Facilities & Property 
Management Commit-
tee, which supported 
the move contingent 
on Appleton Ice rais-
ing the funds needed 
to renovate the facility. 

The contingency was changed in the 
resolution approved by the County Board 
to state that Appleton Ice agrees to restrict 
use of the property to an ice arena for 30 
years after the transfer of ownership.

Appleton Ice board member Tommy 
Wroblewski said the 30-year operating 
agreement was added to reassure the com-
munity that Appleton Ice has no plans to 
sell, flip or repurpose the property.

“Without question, it’s our long-term 
vision – based on what we’re trying to do 
and what the founders did with the build-
ing in its first instance – that it will be an 
ice arena for as long as we operate it,” he 
said. “The intention is one hundred per-
cent to continue having it be that way in 
perpetuity.”

Appleton Ice, which operates both 
Tri-County Arena and the Appleton Fam-
ily Ice Center in Memorial Park, is about 
six months into a $4.1 million capital cam-
paign and has already raised about $1.3 
million.

Wroblewski said that Appleton Ice 
taking over sole ownership of Tri-Coun-
ty Arena not only reassures donors that 
Tri-County will remain under Appleton 
Ice’s control long-term, but also gives 

lenders confidence that the land can be 
used as collateral if fundraising falls short.

“It’s also a nice sign of confidence from 
the county that our organization has been 
good stewards of that building and they 
envision us as the kind of group that will 
continue the legacy that’s been there,” he 
said.

Built in 1974 at 700 Shady Lane, 
Tri-County Arena was originally intended 
to be owned by Winnebago, Outagamie, 
and Calumet counties. However, Calumet 
backed out of the project and Outagamie 
later sold its share to Winnebago County 
for $1 in 2012.

Under a 2014 agreement, Appleton Ice 
has leased the facility from the county for 
$1 per year and agreed to maintain it at its 
own expense. The original deal called for 
the county to transfer ownership in 2029 
if Appleton Ice continued to operate the 
building as an ice arena.

Proposed renovations at Tri-County 
include replacing the ice surfaces, improv-
ing insulation and energy efficiency, and 
upgrading the boiler system, at a cost of 
roughly $2.25 million. 

The Appleton facility will receive a new 
roof and floor, with estimated costs of just 
under $2 million.

Renovations at the Appleton Ice Center 
are already underway and were initially 
expected to be wrapped up in October 
but may be completed ahead of schedule. 
Work at Tri-County in Fox Crossing is 
expected to begin next summer, though 
could begin sooner if fundraising goals are 
met.

Wroblewski said the improvements are 
to ensure Appleton Ice can continue oper-
ating the two ice centers for years to come. 

“We’re making significant investments 
into the building for hockey only,” he said. 
“We’re committing to putting ice sports in 
a position to thrive here for decades.”

To support the Appleton Ice fundrais-
ing campaign, visit appletonice.org/fund-
ingthefuture or follow Appleton Ice, Inc. 
on Facebook.

Wroblewski

To advertise in the Neenah News,  
call 920-486-1616. 
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112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service!

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA 
Come Worship With Us This Summer!

Thursdays at 6pm (thru Aug 28)
Sundays at 9am (thru Sep 7)

Pet Blessing Service - Aug 21 at 6pm
Free VBS August 3-7   5:30-8pm

(3yrs - 5th grade)

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE | 920.751.4658
@BMMGL ASS |  BMMGL ASS.COM

Extraordinary 
glass experiences

We thank our generous event sponsors:

Rosann Baum Milius | Bergstrom Automotive
Paperweight Collectors Association

Can Can Boutique & Bar | 4imprint | WAPL/KISS-FM
Lilian Noble Fund | J. Anthony Jewelers

Image360/Crown Trophy | Ogden Plumbing
Brehmer Law LLC | Simplicity Credit Union

PRESENTED BY

ARTS FESTIVAL

Saturday, August 9
10am–5pm

Free Admission

Call for Volunteers
All volunteers will receive a free drink 

(non-alcoholic), a free t-shirt and a golden 
ticket for a free Art Activity Day project. For 

more information, visit bmmglass.com

The Best in 
Glass Art for Sale 

Artisan Food 
and Beverages

Live Music

Glass Blowing 
Demonstrations

Kids’ Art 
Activities

Free Admission

Art Camps
now 10% o�!

Enter CAMP2025 at checkout 
for 10% o� — tell a friend!

Summer Art Camps
Ages 5 – 7 July 7–10

Ages 8 –11 July 21–24
 August 18–21

Ages 12 –15 July 7–10
 July 21–24

Scan to register
or visit bmmglass.com
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Art A�er 
Dark:Renaissance
Faire

Admission Free
Glass Blowing
Music & Magic

Costumes Encouraged

Thursday, 26 June
5:30–9:30 p.m.
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Evermore & Co. opens on Church Street
By Jennifer Parmley
News Contributor

A longtime Neenah business owner 
recently opened Evermore & Co., a new 
storefront at 107 Church St. billed as a 
“collective of makers, creators, bakers, vin-
tage and whimsical charm.”

Tina Palmer, who owns Red Door Mer-
cantile, and Vintique before that, said her 
new shop has a different focus compared 
to her other businesses. The 1,300 sq. 
ft. space is roughly divided in two areas. 
One side features gift items, pop-up cot-
tage baked goods and other products 
from local makers and businesses set 
against a floral and feminine backdrop 
that features heavily on teacups and vin-
tage China, and other similarly-themed 
products. 

“These pieces have been a passion of 
mine for a long time, and I had really stored 
a lot of it, not really knowing what I’d be 
doing with it,” Palmer said. “My thought 
with it is I want to really normalize the use 
of these beautiful pieces because there are 
so many of them, and they’re just really 
pretty.” 

Teacups and saucers are offered for sale, 
as well as single teacups so buyers can mix 
and match and not have to commit to a 
whole set. 

“When you have your tea, it’s just a very 
special, elevated experience,” Palmer said. 
“It evokes relaxation, an appreciation for 
beauty and the simple things in the life. 
And a teacup is just fun to use for jewel-
ry or a trinket dish for paper clips, really 
anything. Again, it just elevates whatever 
you’re using it for because they’re just re-
ally pretty, and they were made really well, 
too.”

The other side of the space features a va-
riety of vintage clothing items and jewelry 
sourced by Palmer’s daughter, Analysse, 
who goes by Fashion Curator on Insta-
gram. 

“She has a great eye,” Palmer said. “She 
sources her pieces from Italy, France, En-
gland and she’s procured pieces from pri-
vate estates and antique markets. It’s very 
unusual to see a large collection of those 
eras in one place.”

Palmer said the clothing is of high qual-
ity and still wearable today. 

“It’s fun to be able to mix these pieces 
into a typical wardrobe,” she said. “People 
really enjoy being able to have a unique 
piece that nobody else has.”

The clothing items will rotate out sea-
sonally and be replenished regularly to 
keep inventory fresh, she said. 

Evermore & Co. also hosts workshops, 
tea experiences and other special events 
that can be booked online at its website, 
everymoreandco.com. 

Its upcoming Vintage in the Vineyard is 
set for noon to 3 p.m. Sunday at Whistler’s 
Knoll Vineyard, W9595 County Road JJ, 
Hortonville. The vintage fashion show fea-
tures finds from Fashion Curator. Tickets 
are $35 each and include afternoon bites, 
a glass of wine and an Evermore & Co. gift 
bag.

Palmer is an enthusiastic advocate for 
thriving downtowns and is excited about 
the growth the city of Neenah has had and 
continues to exhibit. 

“It’s small, very walkable and it feels very 
quaint with a lot of specialty shops and 
restaurants,” she said. “Our downtown is 
our home, and it’s important to support 

and be a part of it. Where do you go if you 
have friends come to town, or you want to 
meet a friend or just find a gift last minute 
or a gift you can’t find anywhere? It’s so 
important to shop, buy and support our 
downtowns.”

Evermore & Co. is open from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Thursday through Saturday.

Submitted photo

Tina Palmer is working with her daughter, Analysse, in the newly-opened Evermore & Co. 
store in downtown Neenah. 
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(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

HEALTH, LIFE & TRAVEL INSURANCE

- Affordable
  Care Act
- Medicare
- Travel
Never a fee!

Anchor Health and
Medicare Masters, LLC

920-882-1307 | medicaremasters.com
1500 N Casaloma Dr #411

Appleton, WI 54913

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS

 

 

• Flooring
• Painting
• Installs

• And Much More!

• Repairs
• Assembly
• Remodels

Licensed and Insured
920- 221-5798

www.bellinservices.com

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

INSECT CONTROL

D.J.’S INSECT CONTRRRT OL

David Girard Owner/Operator

(920) 716-4349
Serving the FoxValley
Licensed and Insured

Japanese Beetles • Flies
Fleas • Bees • Ants
Box Elders • Spiders, Etc.

The Best Defense
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com
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PHONE TO
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UNSECURED WORKING CAPITALUNSECURED WORKING CAPITAL

 STORAGE UNITS INDOOR/OUTDOOR

GO TO COPPERROOFSTORAGE.COM 

TO BOOK YOUR SPACE

INDOOR/INDOOR/OUTDOOROUTDOOR

INDOOR/OUTDOOR

The decision to open county high-
ways to recreational vehicles comes after 
months of coordination with the Win-
nebago County Sheriff ’s Department, 
Highway Committee and ATV/UTV Al-
liance.

Supporters of the change say it provides 
safer, legal routes for ATV and UTV riders 
while promoting recreational tourism and 
local businesses, connecting existing trails 
and improving countywide connectivity.

David Schmidt of Oshkosh, chairman 
of Winnebago County ATV/UTV Alli-
ance and president of Fox River Wheelers, 
told the board that there are more than 
512,000 registered recreational vehicles in 
Wisconsin.

“Winnebago County ranks fourteenth 
in registered machines and the way the 
routes are currently open, it’s kind of limit-
ing for what we’re able to do,” he said. “So 
we urge a vote to go ahead and approve 
this and move it along so we can get ev-
erybody out on the road riding safely and 
enjoying their rides.”

Sheriff John Matz, who in 2019 spoke 
out against the initial ordinance opening 
county roadways to ATVs and UTVs, said 
he is now in support of expanding it to al-
low highway usage because the surround-
ing counties have changed their ordinanc-
es, leaving Winnebago County ATV and 
UTV users “on an island.”

“Also, we have not seen any type of up-
tick in crashes related to ATV/UTV use 

following the current ordinance that we 
have,” he said.  

To drive on county roads, ATV and 
UTV riders must be 16 years old, have a 
valid license and insurance. The vehicles 
are not required to have turn signals, but 
must have head, tail and brake lights, and 
operators are legally required to use hand 
signals.

Both the city and town of Neenah ex-

pressed opposition to the ordinance, ac-
cording to statements made by supervi-
sors at the meeting. City and town roads 
fall under their own ordinances for wheth-
er they allow ATVs and UTVs to operate 
on roadways.

Several supervisors who opposed the 
amendments raised concerns about safe-
ty, including the potential for crashes or 
fatalities. 

“If somebody got killed, I wouldn’t want 
that on my conscience,” Supervisor Don 
Nussbaum said during public comment 
via Zoom. He was absent from the meet-
ing and did not vote, but said he would 
have voted against the amendments.

Some questioned how riders would 
know which county roads are off-limits, 
since the list of prohibited highways is not 
formally adopted into the ordinance.

“My concern is, it’s not clear to me how 
the jurisdiction is determined, which 
roads have the traffic to warrant limita-
tion, which roads don’t, it just doesn’t 
feel clear to me, and with that I’ll be vot-

ing no on this amendment because it’s 
just not clear,” Supervisor Stefanie Holt 
said. 

Lt. Darin Rice said the Sheriff ’s Office 
worked with the ATV/UTV Alliance to 
identify county highways that would be 
closed to ATV and UTV traffic. The list 
still needs to be discussed at an upcom-
ing Highway Committee meeting. Roads 
expected to be off-limits include County 
Highways BB, CB, P, AP, JJ, O, II east of 
State 76, M between State 116 and Lasley 
Point Road, and most of Highway A, ex-
cept the section between Highway G and 
Indian Point Road.

The ATV/UTV Alliance will be work-
ing with the Highway Department to post 
signage throughout the county that will 
indicate which highways are not open to 
ATV/UTV traffic.

The County Board approved the ordi-
nance amendments by a 26-5 vote. How-
ever, the current rules remain in place 
until the updated ordinance is officially 
published and new signage is installed.

New ordinance
from Page 1

Photo from Wisconsin DNR

All-terrain and utility-terrain vehicles, which previously were only permitted on county roads, will now be able to operate on most county high-
ways after the county board recently approved ordinance amendments.
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Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-920-3533 

English Setter Puppies for Sale! Born 5/5. 
Field Dog registered, UKC registered! Field 

Champion blood line! Vet checked Dewormed. 
$1,000 Call 262-224-3867 

Mini Goldendoodle pups!! 1st shot’s 
Dewormed Vet checked Ready To Go! $600 

call 715-229-2251 

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606 

Westfield Estates Yard Sales: Saturday, 
June 28 8:00-4:00 pm. Westfield Lane, 

Windmar Drive, Westwood Drive, Field-
stone Court & Jacobsen Road.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-748-6332

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package, 

$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-844-724-

0738

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discov-
er the ideal solution for anyone who struggles 

on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today!  1-877-831-0499

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 

1-844-406-2647 today! 

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-

294-2679 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF 

Petitioner 
Richard Ambrose McCarthy 

and 
Respondent 

Rosemary Anne Marie  
McCarthy

Publication Summons 
Divorce - 40101 

Case No. 2025FA000218

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
TO THE PERSON NAMED AS 

RESPONDENT:

You are notified that the peti-
tioner named above has filed 
a Petition for divorce or legal 
separation against you.

You must respond with a writ-
ten demand for a copy of the 
Petition within 40 days from 
the day after the first date of 
publication.

The demand must be sent or 
delivered to the court at: 
Clerk of Court, Winnebago 
County Courthouse, 
415 Jackson Street, P.O. Box 
2808, Oshkosh WI 54903-
2808and to 
Petitioner Name/Attorney 
Name: Attorney Nicholas J.B. 
Pasquale 
Stillings, Pasquale & Swar-
denski, LLC 
251 E. Wisconsin Avenue, 
Neenah WI 54956

It is recommended, but not 
required, that you have an 
attorney help or represent you.

If you do not demand a copy 
of the Petition within 40 days, 
the court may grant judgment 
against you for the award of 
money or other legal action 
requested in the Petition, and 
you may lose your right to ob-
ject to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the Petition.

A judgment may be enforced 
as provided by law. A judgment 
awarding money may become 
a lien against any real estate 
you own now or in the future, 
and may also be enforced 
by garnishment or seizure of 
property.

You are further notified that if 
the parties to this action have 
minor children, violation of 
§948.31, Wis. Stats., (interfer-
ence with custody by parent or 
others) is punishable by fines 
and/or imprisonment:

If you and the petitioner have 
minor children, documents 

setting forth the percentage 
standard for child support 
established by the department 
under §49.22(9), Wis. Stats., 
and the factors that a court 
may consider for modifica-
tion of that standard under 
§767.511 (1m), Wis. Stats., are 
available upon your request 
from the Clerk of Court.

You are notified of the avail-
ability of information from the 
Circuit Court Commissioner 
as set forth in §767.105, Wis. 
Stats.

§7 67.105 Information from 
Circuit Court Commissioner.

(2) Upon the request of a party 
to an action affecting the family, 
including a revision of judgment 
or order under sec. 767.59 or 
767.451:

(a) The Circuit Court Commis-
sioner shall, with or without 
charge, provide the party with 
written information on the 
following, as appropriate to the 
action commenced:
1. The procedure for obtaining 
a judgment or order in the 
action.
2. The major issues usually 
addressed in such an action.
3. Community resources 
and family court counseling 
services available to assist the 
parties.
4. The procedure for setting, 
modifying, and enforcing child 
support awards, or modifying 
and enforcing legal custody or 
physical placement judgments 
or orders.
(b) The Circuit Court Commis-
sioner shall provide a party, for 
inspection or purchase, with a 
copy of the statutory provisions 
in this chapter generally perti-
nent to the action.

If you require reasonable 
accommodations due to a 
disability to participate in the 
court process, please call 920-
236-4848 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note 
that the court does not provide 
transportation.

/s/ Electronically signed by 
Nicholas J.B. Pasquale 
Attorney Nicholas J.B. 
Pasquale 
251 E. Wisconsin Avenue,  
Neenah, WI 54956 
Nicholas@spslawyers.net 
(920) 727-9432 
Dated: 06/10/2025 
State Bar No.: 1066266

Runs: June 20, 2025, June 
27, 2025 and July 4, 2025.
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Pet and Hobby Show
Winners of the 1952 Pet and Hobby Show, which was sponsored annually by the 
Parks and Rec Department. The show took place at Riverside Park and was usually 
part of the Fourth of July activities.

Neenah Legion falls to Oshkosh
Neenah News

The Neenah Legion baseball team fell 
behind early and couldn’t recover in a 12-
2, six-inning loss to Oshkosh last week. 

Neenah fell behind 9-0 after three in-
nings before scoring single runs in the 
fourth and fifth innings. Oshkosh scored 
at least one run in every inning. 

Neenah tallied six hits in the game 

with Owen Pire, Zachary Waite, Brayden 
Schwerin, Hunter Hilgers, Brett Walther 
and Aiden Stark each collecting one. Pire 
and Hilgers scored the runs in the game 
for Neenah. 

Walther took the loss on the mound for 
Neenah. 

The Legion also lost to the Appleton 
Doubledays, 5-1, last week. 

Former Neenah diving coach honored
Former Neenah High School diving 

coach Tim Foulks has been named a re-
cipient of the National Interscholastic 
Swimming Coaches Association (NIS-
CA) Outstanding Ser-
vice Award. The award 
is presented to five 
individuals nationally 
on an annual basis and 
is one of the highest 
awards bestowed by 
the organization.

Foulks coached for 
41 years at five different 
high schools, includ-
ing 26 years at Neenah from 1996-2021, 
as well as Lawrence University. Foulks 
was the Wisconsin state diving Coach of 
the Year 15 times while at Neenah (six 

for girls, nine for boys) and coached 10 
individual state champions and 19 NIS-
CA All-Americans. Foulks received the 
Wisconsin Interscholastic Swimming 
Coaches Association Outstanding Service 
Award in 2011 and 2019.

Foulks is the 12th Wisconsin coach to 
receive the award since it began in 1971. 
Former Neenah swimming coach Mike 
Schuelke also received the honor in 2010. 
Foulks also received the David H. Rob-
ertson Award from the NISCA in 2016 
for coaching at least five individual diving 
state champions.

In order to receive the Outstanding Ser-
vice award, individuals must coach for at 
least 15 years with above average success 
and shown leadership at the local or na-
tional level in interscholastic aquatics.

Foulks

Jung to participate in WFCA all-star game
Neenah News

Former Neenah High School standout 
Luke Jung will be participating in the Wis-
consin Football Coaches All-Star game to 
be played at Titan Stadium in Oshkosh on 
July 19. 

Jung, a three-sport standout for the 
Rockets who will be continuing his football 
career at Minnesota-Duluth next fall, will 
be a member of the Large School North 
roster for the annual event. The Large 
School game is slated to kickoff at 4 p.m. 

Jung was tabbed for the game as an out-
side linebacker after earning second-team 
all-Fox Valley Association as an inside 

linebacker last fall. Jung led the Rockets 
in total tackles with 115, including 55 solo 
stops, while also finishing with two sacks, 
one forced fumble and one interception 
this season.

Jung will be one of seven players from 
the Fox Valley Association playing on the 
North squad. 

Neenah head coach Steve Jung will 
serve as one of the assistants for the North 
team. 

The WFCA 8-player all-star game will 
be played at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 18, 
while the Small School all-star game is 
scheduled for noon on Saturday.

Everyone deserves to 
have their story told.

Sharing someone’s life story in 
a newspaper obituary is one of 
the most important ways we 
find meaning in their passing. 

Publish your loved one’s obituary in our 
community newspapers and it will be 
included in the online obituary network, 
www.Legacy.com, at no charge for you to 
share with loved ones near and far. 

To place an obituary submit through Your Funeral Director 
Or obits@oshkoshherald.com, obits@neenahnews.com or 
customerservice@winneconnenews.com or call 920-385-4512
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My Favorite Artist Is…
Write three to five sentences about 

your favorite artist.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Write 
descriptively using supporting details.
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Can you �nd all of these?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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ART
BEST
COTTON
CUT
FABRIC
FACES
GLUE
NATURE
PAPER
PASTE
PHOTO
PUZZLE
SAND
TIMES
TORN

PIECE BY PIECE: Carefully cut out these pieces and paste 
them together on a sheet of paper to reveal a funny joke.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Standards Link: Math: Identify patterns using symbols.
Standards Link: Reading 

Comprehension: Follow simple, 
written directions.

Look through the 
newspaper and cut out 
words and letters. Paste 
them on a piece of paper 
to create a new message 

to give to a friend.

News 
Message

What Is a Collage?

Nature Collage Draw the leaf that should come next in each row to complete the pattern.

A collage is art that’s made by pasting 
different things together to create a 
picture. Artists use paper, fabric, buttons, 
photos or even leaves. They paste these 
things onto a piece of paper or cardboard. 
No two collages are ever the same!

A nature collage is 
made from things you 
find outside, like leaves, 
flowers, small twigs 
or seeds.

You can use things 
found on a hike to make 
a picture of a tree, an 
animal or just a pretty 
pattern. Just make sure 
to only take things that 
have already fallen on 
the ground!

A paper collage is made with torn or cut 
pieces of colorful paper, newspapers, or 
magazines. Some paper collages look like a 
real scene, such as a beach or a tree. Other 
collages are just interesting shapes, patterns 
and colors all mixed up. (That’s called 
abstract art.)

Paper Collage

A photo collage is made 
using pictures, often from 
newspapers or old photo 
albums, or printed from a 
computer. People use photo 
collages to tell a story or 
remember fun times. It’s 
also fun to create funny, 
new characters by mixing 
up faces and bodies. It’s 
like making a puzzle from 
real-life pictures!

Photo Collage

This kind of collage uses all sorts of materials. 
Paper, fabric, string, paint, and buttons are just 
some of the countless things you can use! 
You might glue on sand to make a beach or 
use cotton balls to make big, fluffy clouds. 
Mixed-media collages are all about using 
your imagination and trying new textures.

Mixed-Media Collage

How many 
di�erences can 

you �nd between 
these two 
collages?

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Thank you for supporting local news!
 Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper: Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper:
• • Stay Connected to Local News and Events:Stay Connected to Local News and Events: Local newspapers provide coverage of community-specific 

news, events, and issues that larger media outlets often overlook, keeping you informed about what’s 
happening in your area.

• • Support Local Journalism:Support Local Journalism: By supporting Neenah News with a membership you help sustain 
independent journalism that holds local governments, businesses, and organizations accountable.

• • Promote Local Businesses:Promote Local Businesses: Community newspapers often feature advertisements, profiles, and stories 
about local businesses, fostering a stronger local economy and encouraging residents to shop 
locally.

• • Preserve Local Culture and Voices:Preserve Local Culture and Voices: Local newspapers highlight community stories, achievements, 
traditions, and unique perspectives that contribute to the area’s identity and cultural heritage.

• • Build a Sense of Community:Build a Sense of Community: Supporting your local newspaper strengthens community ties by 
providing a platform for discussion, celebrating shared successes, and addressing collective 
challenges.

Join online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/, calling 920-486-1616
or stopping at or mailing a $50 annual membership to Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. #090B, Neenah WI 54956


