Neenah

Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

JUNE 13, 2025 | NEENAHNEWS.COM

POSTAL CUSTOMER

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ECRWSS EDDM****

PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
NEENAH, WI
PERMIT NO. 45

VoLumE 4, Issue 18

#Belnformed

Sign-up for Winnebago County'’s
Alert Services

Winnebago County
Emergency Management

INSIDE

Rockets rise

Neenah girls finish
second at state track
Page 8

Riverside players
Play shows how families
cope with stress
Page 3

Setting sail

The Fox Valley Sailing School along with the Neenah-Nodaway Yacht Club held an
annual open house event Saturday at Riverside Park in Neenah. The event featured
free sailboat rides, activities for kids and more.

Photo by Jim Koepnick

Outdoor
refreshment

area approved

Open containers allowed
in select downtown areas

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

Strolling downtown with an alcoholic
beverage in hand is now allowed during
certain hours year-round, after the Neen-
ah Common Council voted last week to
establish a Designated Outdoor Refresh-
ment Area, or DORA.

The resolution passed despite opposi-
tion, with some residents expressing con-
cerns about public intoxication and the
risk of more alcohol-related incidents.

Resident Michael Sturn was among
those who opposed establishinga DORA.

“I'm a recovering alcoholic, and when I
first heard the news about the DORA, it
was just very disheartening to me, know-
ing that that’s one more thing that’s going
to prevent me from enjoying my down-
town by walking past people drinking
open intoxicants,” he said.

Resident Scott Becher warned of poten-
tial safety risks.

“We have a total of 15,300 trucks and
cars in a small, compact few blocks,” Bech-
er said, arguing that combining traffic with
potentially impaired drinkers could create
dangerous conditions.

Neenah implemented a temporary

See DORA approved on Pace 6

Rotary Club of Neenah celebrates 100-year anniversary

Anniversary gala includes
changing of the guard

By Eric Endres
NEwS CONTRIBUTOR

The Rotary Club of Neenah, also known
as Neenah Rotary, turns 100 this year, and
the organization is holding a special gala
later this month to celebrate the milestone.

“It’s really a celebration for anyone who's
been a member — both current and past
members of the club,” said Pam Seidl, a
Neenah Rotarian of 20 years and one of the
organizers of the event. “It’s kind of a fun
walk down memory lane, and we’re hoping
that that’s what the celebration is about for
the club”

If it were a real street, Memory Lane
would be a long and winding road for
Neenah Rotary, which was founded in
April 1925 as part of Rotary International,
an organization based in Chicago that has

Submitted photo

Neenah Rotary members helped last year with projects such as repainting and reconstruction of tool and storage spaces at Twin Oaks Gardens.

now dedicated 120 years to serving com-
munities around the globe while support-
ing peace, environmental causes, economic
stability and more.

Neenah Rotary initially had 23 charter

members, with Dr. T.D. Smith serving as
the club’s first president. The club includ-
ed a dash of green and gold to kick things

off, as former Green Bay Packers player
Howard “Cub” Buck also served as one of

the first members and was instrumental in
bringing the Rotary to Neenah.
From the start, the club set its sights on

See Rotary Club on PaGe 7

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS ~ Westcor Funerar

On Fathers Day. we remember the moments that

made our fathers special. At Westgor Funeral

205 WEST DoTY AVENUE, NEENAH

HoMES

Home we understand the importance
of honoring these memories. Qur dedicated team
is here to help you ereate a service that pays
homage to his life and legacy.

(920) 722-7151

1140 AppPLETON ROAD, MENASHA
(920) 7200314

WWW.WESTGORFUNERALHOMES.COM




PAGE 2 | NEENAHNEWS.COM

JUNE 13, 2025

Neenah

Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

124 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 090-B
Neenah, WI 54956

General information/customer
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Phone: 920-486-1616

Website: www.neenahnews.com

News tips and story ideas
submit@neenahnews.com

Support the Neenah News

Membership

A $50 annual membership supports
receiving the newspaper weekly.
Call 920-486-1616 or visit www.
neenahnews.com/product/mem-
bership/

Subscribe

$70 annually within Winnebago
County; $85 annually outside
Winnebago County. Subscribe
online at https://neenahnewsnow.
com/home-delivery or call 920-385-
4512.

Advertising
advertise@neenahnews.com
920-486-1616

Andrew Beulen: 920-508-0119
andrew@oshkoshherald.com

Jolene Heuchert: 920-508-0084
jolene@oshkoshherald.com

Classified advertising
classifieds@neenahnews.com
920-385-4512

All advertisements are subject to the
applicable rate card, copies of which
are available from our Advertising
Department. All ads are subject to
approval before publication. Oshkosh
Herald LLC dba Neenah News re-
serves the right to edit, refuse, reject,
classify or cancel any ad at any time.
Errors must be reported in the first
day of publication. Oshkosh Herald
LLC dba Neenah News shall not be
liable for any loss or expense that
results from an error in or omission of
an advertisement. No refunds will be
given for early cancellation of an order.

Advertising deadline is noon Friday
for the following Friday.

The classified line ads deadline is

4 p.m. Tuesday for Friday.

Publisher

Karen Schneider, 920-858-6407
karen@oshkoshherald.com

Editor
Chris Lusvardi, 920-508-0027
editor@oshkoshherald.com

Corrections

It is the policy of Neenah News
to correct all errors of fact. For
correction information call
920-385-4512.

About the newspaper

Published weekly and mailed free of
charge Thursdays for Friday delivery
(may vary based on U.S. Postal Service
and holidays) to more than 21,000
homes and businesses in the Neenah
and Fox Crossing areas. An E-edition
of the newspaper can be accessed at
www.neenahnews.com.

Neenah News is owned by Oshkosh
Herald LLC, 36 Broad St. Suite 300,
Oshkosh, WI, 54901. 920-385-4512.

Neenah Historical Society photo

Woolworth Store

The Woolworth Store was located at 102 E. Wisconsin Ave. The building itself was
constructed in 1912 by the Anspach’s after their department store was destroyed in
a fire. Jandrey’s Department Store briefly took ownership and eventually leased it to
Woolworth’s from the mid 1930s until its closing in 1968.

Neenah
Subscribers & Members

Grab your pair of VIP tickets to an upcoming Waterfest concert today
As our thank you for your support of your community newspaper.

( WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. )

Reserved tickets will be held up
to 1 week prior to concert date before being released to wait list.
Must be a current subscriber or member on June 4, 2025.

AT THE LEACH AMPHITHEATER

THURSDAY, JUNE 19

GEORGE THOROGOOD AND

THE DESTROYERS!
THE BADDEST SHOW ON EARTH
GATES OPEN 5:45PM

The Jay
Edward
Band

The General
Pocket Admisson

Kings

Next up: JUNE 26TH
The Cat Empire

WWW.WATERFEST.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO ON UPCOMING SHOWS
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Saturday, June 14

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m. Shattuck Park

Doty Island Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.

Sunday, June 15

Father’s Day Cannonball Contest, 3
p-m., Neenah Pool

Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., Memorial
Park

Tuesday, June 17

Family Program: Blast Off into Fun
with EAA, 1:30 p.m., Neenah Public
Library

Wednesday, June 18

Future Neenah Summer Concert
Series featuring A-Town Unplugged, 6
p.m., Shattuck Park

Thursday, June 19
Out to Lunch Concert featuring Bare-
foot Americans, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park
Riverside Players presents The Gravi-
tational Pull of Bernice Trimble, 7 p.m.,
Riverside Park

Friday, June 20
Riverside Players presents The Gravi-

tational Pull of Bernice Trimble, 7 p.m.,
Riverside Park

Saturday, June 21

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Art Mercantile, 9 a.m., The Plaza and
Globe Coffee

Riverside Players presents The Gravi-
tational Pull of Bernice Trimble, 7 p.m.,
Riverside Park

Sunday, June 22

Riverside Players presents The Gravi-
tational Pull of Bernice Trimble, 7 p.m.,
Riverside Park

Wednesday, June 25

Future Neenah Summer Concert Se-
ries featuring Avenue S5, 6 p.m., Shat-
tuck Park

Thursday, June 26

Out to Lunch Concert featuring Tim
Dorsey, 11:30 a.m., The Plaza in Gate-
way Park

Saturday, June 28
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

T by

WASH | DRY | FOLD

fresh. Eﬁ*ﬁ
clean. e |
delivered. @"f’fiﬂ:

400 N Richmond St. Ste D Appleton, WI 54911
(920) 573-6629 | www.thelaundrygal.com

www.facebook.com/thelaundrygalwi

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Homemade Cooking ¢ WE CATER
Nightly Specials ¢ Friday Fish Fry
Roast Duck Dinner (Last Wed. each month)

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T
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Riverside Players hoping to convey important message

Neenah News

The Riverside Players is back for the 69*
season of theater in the park with upcom-
ing performances of The Gravitational
Pull of Bernice Trimble by Beth Graham.

The story is about one woman’s diagno-
sis of early onset Alzheimer’s disease and
the very different reactions of her three
adult children.

Director Laurie Friedman Fannin wants
the audience to be focused on the story
that is being told.

“This is a memory play told through
the eyes of Iris, a young woman losing her
mother bit by bit,” Fannin said. “There are
no props, no sets, nothing to distract you
from the story itself”

The play is described as Iris Trimble,
played by Laura Frelich, trying to hold it
all together after her 59-year-old mother
Bernice, played by Donna McVey, is di-
agnosed with Alzheimer’s. In an effort to
cope with the stress, Iris makes her moth-
er’s Everything That Is Bad For You Casse-
role, a childhood favorite.

Her older sister, Sarah played by Lisa
Witmer, irately demands a second opin-
ion, while younger brother, Peter played
by Joshua Altshuler, seems completely

unfazed.

Fannin said the play shows the reality
many families face in similar situations.

“Alzheimer’s is a thief,” Fannin said. “It
robs those who have it of their reality and
slowly steals them away from everything
and everyone they love. This show re-
minds us there is no right way to behave in
a situation like this. We can only hang on
for dear life.”

The actors are also hoping the show
conveys an important message.

“Playing Bernice reminds me how del-
icate life is,” McVey said. “Memories fade;
love doesn’t. This play has reminded me
how deeply we lean on love and each other,
especially when facing impossible choices.
It invites us to sit with the hardest questions
and still find grace in the answers.”

Performances are scheduled for 7 p.m.
daily from June 19 through June 22 at Riv-
erside Park, 500 E. Wisconsin Ave. The
rating for the show is considered PG-13
for strong language.

Tickets are $20 and can be purchased by
calling the Neenah Park and Recreation
Department at 920-886-6060 or visiting
ci.neenah.wi.us/departments/parks-rec-
reation/riverside-players/.

High school students awarded scholarships

Neenah News

The Neenah Joint School District has
awarded a total of $72,450 in scholarships
to 58 Neenah High School seniors. These
scholarships are supported by donors and
funds held and stewarded by the Oshkosh
Area Community Foundation (OACEF).

“This generosity has made a significant
impact on my life, so I hope to pay it for-
ward in the future by supporting aspiring
students like me,” said Marie Dums, a re-
cipient of multiple awards from Neenah
High School.

Recipients, who were honored during a
ceremony in May, were chosen by a volun-
teer committee from the school district.

OACEF stewards more than 250 schol-
arship funds established by individuals,
families, businesses and organizations who
believe in opening doors to education.

In partnership with school districts and
education advocates throughout their ser-
vice area, OACF administers scholarship
programs for public and private schools

Submitted photo
Students receive scholarships from the Neenah
Joint School District provided with the support
of the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation.

in Neenah, Oshkosh, Green Lake, Omro,
Princeton, Ripon, Wautoma and Winne-
conne. A total of 305 area high school and
college students were awarded $978,714
through the OACF and their regional edu-
cation partners to pursue post-secondary
education.

A complete list of 2025 scholarship
recipients and the funds that make
these awards possible is available at osh-
koshareacf.org.

Submitted photo

Cast members Lisa Witmer, Donna McVey, Joshua Altshuler and Laura Frelich are preparing
for the upcoming Riverside Players performances of The Gravitational Pull of Bernice Trim-

ble by Beth Graham.

Fire chief earns international designation

Neenah News

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue Chief
Travis Teesch has earned the Chief Fire
Officer (CFO) designation from the
Commission on Professional Credential-
ing.

According to the fire department,
Teesch joins a group of 32 fire service
leaders in Wisconsin who have earned

this international designation. The award
recognizes excellence in leadership, edu-
cation, community involvement and tech-
nical competence.

The fire department said this achieve-
ment reflects Teesch’s dedication to ad-
vancing the fire service and his commit-
ment to serving Neenah and Menasha
with the highest level of professionalism.

The formen Banbana Danke became Philips wife
have 5 childnen,; [eanne Gallow, Jammie (Chanles)
Romberng, Randy Gallow, Mank Gallow and

Beth Gallow: 6 gnandchildren,; Jeffrey Seidling
Underwood (Dave), Amy (Nate) Hoida and Angela
(Aanon) Nelson and 8 great grandchildnen, Flliott
Seidling, Aubrey Undenusood, Owen, Undenuood,
FElowen Hoida, VVera Hoida, Filee Neloon, Ada
Neloon and [ainee Nelson

Congnatulations Mom and Dad.
Enjoy youn panty its well deserwed.

Philip and Barbara Gallow

Barbara and Philip Gallow are celebrating 68 yeans of mamiiage with a
panty on Saturday, June T4th at Van Abel's of Hollandtown, hosted by thein
childnen.

EARLY JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY DEADLINES

Please be advised the Neenah News will have
early deadlines for the June 20th issue:

Space and copy deadline: Friday, June 13,2025 NOON

Materials complete deadline: Monday, June 16, 2025 3PM
This is for classified and display advertising.
OBITS deadline is Monday, June 16 at 3PM

920-486-1616

www.neenahnews.com
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Make A:-Wish.

WISCONSIN

*299::..
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bergstromchevrolet.com

"Includes 5.3L engine. Up to $9500 off MSRP is dealer discount and $4250
manufacturer rebates (everyone qualifies). Example is a Retired Courtesy
Vehicle; mult. avail. $2250 trade assistance when trading ina 2011 or newer

passenger vehicle. No branded titles. Ends 6/30/25.

236 mo, 10,000 mi/yr lease with $4,995 due at signing. $1,000 less due at
signing for GM and non-GM lessees. MSRP $29,995. To approved credit. Tax,

title, license and service fees extra. Ends 6/30/25.

Together
let’s drive”

7 ‘

CHEVROLET

s
BERGSTROM

APPLETON | GREEN BAY | MANITOWOC
NEENAH | 0SHKOSH
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Jury trial scheduled for Neenah city attorney

Neenah News

A jury trial has been scheduled in the
criminal case against Neenah City Attor-
ney David Rashid, who is accused of sex-
ually assaulting his then-wife over several
years.

Rashid was charged in early 2024 with
two counts of third-degree sexual assault
and one count of fourth-degree sexual
assault with domestic abuse enhancers.
Rashid’s defense team previously filed two
separate motions to dismiss the case un-
der different judges, but both were denied.
He has pleaded not guilty.

According to the criminal complaint,
the alleged non-consensual acts began in
2017, with additional incidents in 2020
and 2022. The incidents took place while
Rashid and the victim, who is not named
in the complaint, were married. Their di-
vorce was finalized in December 2023,
several months before he was charged.

The allegations first surfaced publicly
following an anonymous tip in August
2023 emailed to city officials accusing
Rashid of “domestic abuse and violence”
toward his former wife.

It was later determined that the tip came
from Rashid’s predecessor, former Neen-
ah city attorney Adam Westbrook. In a
separate case, Westbrook, who was the
human resources director for Outagamie
County at the time, was arrested in con-
nection with a child pornography ring. He
pleaded guilty in federal court in Septem-
ber to a distribution of child pornography
charge and is awaiting sentencing.

Rashid was charged in April 2024 follow-
ing a criminal investigation conducted by
the Appleton Police Department. The city
initially placed him on paid administrative
leave but reinstated him in August after the
conclusion of a personnel investigation con-
ducted by the Neenah Police Department.

Eagle Nation hostage lawsuit dismissal upheld

Neenah News

A federal court has upheld the dismiss-
al of a civil rights lawsuit filed by five men
held hostage during a 2015 standoff at the
former Eagle Nation Cycles in Neenah.

The plaintiffs sued the city and five
officers, alleging they were wrongful-
ly detained during a standoff started by
Brian Flatoff, who took them hostage at
gunpoint. The police response led to a
four-hour standoft and a shootout during
which officers mistakenly shot and killed
hostage Michael Funk.

U.S. District Judge William Griesbach
ruled the officers acted reasonably under
the circumstances and had qualified im-
munity, stating the plaintiffs weren’t enti-

tled to punitive damages and dismissing
the lawsuit. It was the third such case to be
dismissed in federal court.

The plaintiffs appealed, arguing the lower
court erred in siding with the defendants on
claims that their rights were violated. They
also said it was wrong to dismiss a sergeant
from the case and argued that the officers
should not have been granted qualified
immunity. Additionally, they claimed they
should be allowed to seek punitive damages.

In a judgement filed June 2, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit af-
firmed the district court’s ruling, writing
that no constitutional violation occurred.

Flatoft is serving a 100-year prison sen-
tence at Dodge Correctional Institution.

Valley's
Best Patio

NOW
OPEN!

Weekly
Specials

Monday - Kids Eat Free

Tuesday - $9 Burger

Wednesday - $2 Off’
Flatbreads

Thursday - $2 Off’
Quesadillas

Friday - $10 Fish
Saturday - Prime Rib

Sunday - Corned Beef

1010 Cameron Way, Neenah
920.725.1010
Batleysgrillandbar.com

Neenah Mayor Jane Lang stated in a
press release that the personnel investi-
gation found “no violations pertaining
to matters of the workplace” However, a
copy of the investigation report obtained
by Neenah News shows the review large-
ly mirrored the criminal investigation and
did not appear to include interviews with
coworkers or an independent examination
of Rashid’s conduct within the workplace.

The Neenah police officer who con-
ducted the personnel investigation wrote
that he found it “extremely unlikely” that

Rashid would be convicted of the charges,
which may have played a role in the city’s
decision to reinstate him. Such reinstate-
ments are uncommon while criminal
charges are pending. In similar cases,
public officials are typically placed on ad-
ministrative leave until the legal process is
resolved.

Rashid’s three-day jury trial is sched-
uled to begin Jan. 21 in Winnebago Coun-
ty, with Green Lake County Judge Mark
Slate presiding. The next court hearing is
Sept. 8 for a status conference.

Traveling dentist’s sexual
assault sentencing moved

Neenah News

The sentencing hearing for a traveling
dentist convicted of sexually assaulting a
coworker has been rescheduled after his at-
torney filed a motion to withdraw from the
case — the same day that prosecutors filed a
motion to hold him in contempt for alleged-
ly violating a court order.

A jury convicted Eric J. Meeker, 56, of
Greenfield, of a misdemeanor count of
fourth-degree sexual assault after a one-day
trial in May, following allegations that he
groped a coworker during a shift at a Fox
Crossing dental office last year.

Meeker'’s attorney filed a motion to with-
draw from the case on May 28, a week after
the guilty verdict, stating their working rela-
tionship was “irretrievably broken” and that
Wisconsin Supreme Court rules allow with-
drawal when a client makes representation
unreasonably difficult. The court granted
the motion at a hearing Monday and sched-
uled sentencing for July 7.

The Winnebago County District Attor-
ney’s Office also filed a motion May 28 ask-
ing the court to find Meeker in contempt for
allegedly violating a court order related to
discovery materials in his criminal case.

According to the motion, Meeker post-
ed content on his website that included a
police report, victim information and other
materials protected under a court order that
prohibits him from copying, disseminating,
or publishing any police reports or related
documents from the case.

District Attorney Eric Sparr said the post
was taken down shortly after the contempt
motion was filed. At Monday’s hearing,

Meeker acknowledged the post. The judge,
however, denied the contempt motion.

The criminal case stems from an April
1, 2024, report to police, when a cowork-
er alleged that an incident occurred in an
exam room at the clinic in Fox Crossing,
where Meeker had been working for about
a week as a temporary dentist through a
staffing agency, according to the criminal
complaint.

The victim, who is not named in the com-
plaint, said she was discussing her limited
work hours with Meeker when he hugged
her, grabbed her breast over her clothing,
tried to kiss her and suggested they could
have sex in his office. She said she pushed
him away, declined his advances and imme-
diately reported the incident to coworkers
and management.

When contacted by police later that day,
Meeker admitted to hugging the woman and
asking her to visit his hotel room to “hook
up,” but denied touching her breast. He
claimed the hug was consensual and alleged
the woman had pressed her chest against
him. Meeker stated he was wearing a coat
and magnifying glasses used in dental work
at the time and could not have touched her
as described.

The Wisconsin Dentistry Examining
Board suspended Meeker's license last June,
and he agreed to stop practicing in Wiscon-
sin during ongoing disciplinary proceedings.
The suspension remains in place. A previous
dental license he held in Florida has expired.

Meeker faces up to nine months in jail and
a fine of up to $10,000 at sentencing next
month.

CNew Location, Same Trusted ServiceD

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158

Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

Hiring Caring People

JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benetfits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767

seniorsthide.

Home Care
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New book calls for Gen Z
to lead global change

Neenah News

Neenah resident and former Kimber-
ly-Clark chief scientist Pete Dulcamara
released a new book Tuesday titled “High-
Tech Heroes: Why Gen Z Is Our Last and
Best Chance to Save the Planet.”

Rooted in ideas from Dulcamara’s
TEDxOshkosh talk, the book presents
Dulcamara’s vision: “we should redefine
a ‘billionaire’ not as someone who earns
a billion dollars, but as someone who im-
proves a billion lives.”

Aimed at Gen Z graduates and early-ca-
reer professionals, High-Tech Heroes in-
vites readers to pursue purpose-driven
work and leverage exponential technolo-
gies — such as Al, biotechnology and re-
newable energy — to address the planet’s
most pressing problems.

Dulcamara draws on nearly four decades
of experience in science and innovation,
including 17 years at Kimberly-Clark, 18
years at Dow Chemical and advisory roles
with global organizations.

“This book was born out of a personal
mission,” Dulcamara said. “I've always be-
lieved the true measure of success is the
positive impact we have on others. Gen Z
has the mindset, tools, and urgency to lead
transformational change — we just need
to equip and inspire them.”

The book introduces the concept of hu-

manity-centric innovation: aligning busi-
ness strategy with environmental stew-
ardship and social well-being in a way that
delivers broad-based value.

Through a mix of storytelling, science
and optimism, High-Tech Heroes encour-
ages readers to think boldly and act ethi-
cally.

High-Tech Heroes is available in English
worldwide through Armin Lear Press and
retailers including Amazon, Barnes & No-
ble, Target and Books-A-Million.

Business news roundup

North Valley Precision, an Osh-
kosh-based industrial services company,
has bought a manufacturing warehouse
at 1725 Racine Road in Menasha for $1.6
million. The company is planning to ex-
pand its footprint in the Fox Valley. North
Valley Precision provides quality assur-
ance and control service, specializing in
on-site inspections, data collection and
supply chain quality control for manufac-
turing customers.

Lynn Detterman will serve as the pres-
ident of Froedtert ThedaCare Health’s
North Region. Detterman will be re-
sponsible for the overall leadership,
management and strategic direction of
the North Region. The North Region
of Froedtert ThedaCare Health encom-
passes the Fox Valley region and five
surrounding rural markets, as well as the
Fond du Lac, Oshkosh, Manitowoc and
Sheboygan areas.

22" Recycler® 60V Flex-Force

555 21 466

List Price
« 60 Volt Power. Simply push a button and

$629
you're ready to mow.

« Personal Pace® senses and adjusts to
your walking pace.

« Hassle-Free Maintenance. No oil change -
ever.

34" TimeCutter®

5329

« Built to tackle big jobs while fitting in
small spaces.

75734

List Price

$3499

 Cut mowing time up to 50%* with zero-
turn mowing.

« Space Saver. Mow in tight spots and
enjoy extra storage room.
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Superintendent reflects on first year, looks ahead

As I'wrap up my first year serving as su-
perintendent of the Neenah Joint School
District, I'm filled with gratitude, humili-
ty and a deep sense of purpose.

This has been a year of listening, learning
and building relationships — all in service
to the incredible students, staff, families
and community members who make
Neenah such a special place to call home.

From my very first day, I've made it
a priority to be visible in our schools
and responsive to the needs of those we
serve. Whether it was visiting classrooms,
attending events or engaging in hallway
conversations, I've been continually re-
minded that the heart of our district is its
people. I've seen firsthand the dedication
of our educators, the kindness of our stu-
dents and the unwavering support of our
families. Those moments have affirmed
for me that Neenah is not just a district
— it’s a community committed to growth
and excellence.

This year has also been an opportunity
to listen — deeply and honestly — to the
feedback from staff, students and families.
Through surveys, forums and one-on-
one conversations, I've heard recurring
themes that are now shaping our path
forward: the importance of smoother
transitions between grade levels and
buildings, the need for consistency in our
implementations and processes, and a
call for better support to address social,
emotional and behavioral needs.

Dr. Steve
Harrison

NJSD
superintendent

We've already begun responding. For
example, we are laying the groundwork to
implement the “Character Strong” frame-
work across all schools — a proactive,
strengths-based approach to social-emo-
tional learning and student leadership.
We've also begun the process of estab-
lishing a clear, multi-year approach to
implementing professional development
that will increase our focus on key areas
based on staff input while also reducing
the number of initiatives being placed
onto our staff.

Looking ahead to the 2025-26 school
year, we will focus on a several key prior-
ities:

« Continued English Language Arts
(ELA) program evaluation: Reviewing
curriculum materials, analyzing student
achievement data, gathering feedback
from teachers and stakeholders and iden-
tifying areas for improvement.

« Universal social, emotional and
behavior framework: Implementing a
K-12 district wide, research-based ap-
proach that aligns with our district values,
promotes social, emotional and academic

@ cace Lutheran Church
s r S Pk e Fwerwh. W RO
S Tann- T o] g P L o e ol P
Sainle I Rewnl- Tl Sy i JOCTON L TR el i 11 D
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA (O ‘@)
Come Worship With Us This Summer! =

Thursdays at 6pm (thru Aug 28)
Sundays at 9am (thru Sep 7)

Pet Blessing Service - Aug 21 at 6pm
Free VBS August 3-7  5:30-8pm
(8yrs - 5th grade) >
1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822
www.gloriadeilc.org

Come Grow With Us

200 Church St., Neenah, WI

First Preshyterian Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME

920-725-4391 www.firstpresneenah.org

growth, and offers consistent, responsive
programming.

« Staff support and retention: Expand-
ing professional growth opportunities,
examining compensation structures, and
finding ways to restore joy and sustain-
ability in the work of teaching.

« Stronger connections: Deepening
community partnerships and improving
communication so that our families feel
more connected and heard.

« Continuous school improvement:
Implementing a process that addresses
school improvement by design rather

than by chance so that all schools collec-
tively contribute towards a common goal.

To our students: thank you for in-
spiring us every day with your curiosity,
creativity and resilience. To our families:
thank you for your trust and involvement.
And to our staff: thank you for your tire-
less commitment to our mission.

We have much to be proud of — and
much more to do. I remain honored to
serve this district and look forward to
continuing this important work together.

Here’s to a strong finish to this year —
and an even brighter year ahead.

A map shows the boundaries of Neenah’s Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA),
where patrons 21 and older can carry and consume alcoholic beverages during permitted hours.

DORA approved

FROM PAGE 1

DORA downtown during select permit-
ted events in 2023 and 2024, which was
considered a success.

The permanent DORA will operate
from noon to 10 p.m. Wednesday through
Saturday. It begins at 210 Main St., near
Gord’s Pub, and continues along West
Wisconsin Avenue to Copperstill Bour-
bon Bar at 211 E. Wisconsin Ave. A sec-
ond route starts at Lion’s Tail Brewing Co.,
116 S. Commercial St., and runs to the
intersection of N. Commercial Street and
Wisconsin Avenue.

Patrons age 21 and older may purchase
alcoholic beverages in special cups from
licensed businesses within the DORA and
carry them outdoors, as long as they stay
within the DORA boundaries. Drinks
must be consumed before entering a dif-
ferent bar or restaurant.

Future Neenah, a nonprofit that sup-
ports downtown development, brought

CONTRACTORS

NOT RETURNING
YOUR CALLS?

GET IMMEDIATE ANSWERS
AT OUR SHOWROOM!

Tues 9 AM - 1PM | Wed 11AM - 3 PM | Thurs 12 PM - 5PM
1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh
920-232-5600
CALL FOR AFTER HOUR APPOINTMENTS

the proposal forward. Executive Director
Brent Bowman said the DORA will boost
foot traffic, support local businesses and
create a more vibrant downtown atmo-
sphere.

“A DORA isn't about beverages, it’s
about creating a destination,” he said. “It
encourages people to spend more time ex-
ploring downtown, attending community
events, supporting local shops and enjoy-
ing Neenah’s public spaces. It enhances
the quality of life for residents, while mak-
ing our city more appealing to visitors and
prospective businesses.”

Alderman Cari Lendrum has repeated-
ly stated that she thinks the DORA hours
should be limited. At last week’s council
meeting, Lendrum proposed an amend-
ment that would reduce the hours to a
start time of 4 p.m. instead of noon and to
only allow it from May 1 to Aug. 31.

In explaining her amendment, Len-
drum said that starting at noon was not
“family friendly” and limiting the hours
would protect the community’s character.

“We have a long history that our forefa-
thers and foremothers decided, way back
when, that alcohol doesn’t have to be ev-
erywhere,” she said.

The amendment failed on a 3-6 vote,
and the DORA resolution was approved
as originally proposed, 6-3, with Len-
drum, Flo Bruno and Tami Erickson vot-
ing against it.

The newly approved DORA resolution
went into effect immediately and will re-
main in place for one year. The council
would need to pass a new resolution to
extend it beyond that. Council members
noted that the DORA is not permanent
and can be rescinded if issues arise.

Retiring Soon?

Need help understanding your Medicare Health Plan Options?
Perhaps youd like to retire early and are concerned
about “bridging the healthcare gap” to Medicare.
Reach out today, chances are we’ve helped someone you know!

923 S. Main St, Oshkosh

920-966-0416

Jirschele Insurance
An Independent Agency Since 2008

“We Still Make House Calls”
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Rotary Club

FROM PAGE 1

bettering the community and making a dif-
ference, and the Rotarians have remained
steadfast in their commitment throughout
the last century.

“The club just isn’'t about a group of
people getting together for meetings,” said
Seidl, who has held numerous positions
within the club, including president. “We're
really focusing on doing things in the com-
munity.”

One of the main focuses for Neenah Ro-
tary is youth services, demonstrated by its
youth exchange program and its close re-
lationship with the Boys & Girls Brigade,
which is still a priority today. The club also
formed a band in the 1950s and eventually
hosted fundraising theatrical performances
that led to the construction of Pickard Au-
ditorium, which is named after Rotarian
Sam Pickard.

Some of the main historical points in
Neenah Rotary’s first 100 years include:

« Providing transportation for Neenah
children with disabilities to an Appleton
school in 1929 prior to provisions made by
Neenah’s Board of Education.

« Producing a film about safe driving
called “Safety is No Accident” in 1959 af-
ter an automobile accident took the life of
charter member Toby Kuehl.

« Planting trees throughout downtown
Neenah.

o Establishing the Strive program with
Neenah High School guidance counselors in
1998 for students who may benefit from ad-
ditional assistance with life after high school.

o DPresenting thousands of dollars in
scholarships since the 1960s.

Some Fox Cities residents may have vis-
ited a local attraction that Neenah Rotary
had a hand in bringing to the public. In
1953, then-Rotary president Forrest Wer-
ling assembled a committee of community
leaders to discuss opening a museum in the
city. Mrs. J.N. Bergstrom offered her home
as a public art center, eventually leading to
the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass.

Today, Neenah Rotary members are fre-
quently working on projects to help enrich
the city. Late last summer, Rotarians helped
with the repainting and reconstruction of
tool and storage spaces at the Twin Oaks
Community Gardens site. Members have
also helped with rebuilding efforts at the
Riverside Rocket Playground and Fritse
Park.

This is a small sampling of the club’s ef-
forts as members say the Rotary’s history,
achievements and current activities could
fill a sizable book.

The Neenah Rotary 100" Anniversary
Celebration Dinner is scheduled from 5
to 9 p.m. June 26 at Best Western Premier
Bridgewood Resort Hotel and Conference

Center. In addition to cocktails and dinner,
on the agenda are presentations of notable
moments in the club’s history, a changing
of the guard acknowledging current presi-
dent Aaron Olson and president-elect Matt
Brehmer and the presentation of the Jack
Casper Community Service Award.

The celebration is open to current and
past Neenah Rotary members and their
families, and tickets are required. See
neenahrotary.org /events/neenah-rota-
ry-100th-anniversary-celebration-dinner
for registration information.

While this celebration of history will
take alook back, Rotarians are putting their
heaviest focus on the future.

As the Neenah Rotary president-elect,
Brehmer plans to carry on with the club’s
efforts to diversify membership when he
begins his tenure.

“By having more members, we can con-
tinue to make an impact in our communi-
ty,” he said.

Some of Brehmer’s other plans include
partnering with Future Neenah to add what
he calls “a very exciting piece” to the Very
Merry Christmas event this coming winter.
But like presents wrapped under the tree,
residents will have to wait until the holiday
season to see exactly what surprises await.

Over the coming years, he said traditions
of selflessly serving the community aim to
continue to solidify Neenah Rotary’s deco-
rated legacy.

“Rotary allows people from all aspects
of the community to come together for a
common purpose — putting service above
selfy” Brehmer said. “Our club does so many
things for our local community, from high-
way cleanup, to helping with the growing
food insecurities among our youth, to rais-
ing money for scholarships for local stu-
dents”

Seidl said the Rotary has faced the head-
winds of change over the past decade.
Membership has become more flexible
with activities and includes more varied de-
mographics while staying true to the core
mission.

“I really want this club to succeed on the
key tenets of Rotary — giving back to the
community, focusing on food insecurity,
world peace, economic development and
the environment,” Seidl said.

Seidl also encourages even more partic-
ipation in the future since membership is
open to anyone who lives and works in the
community.

“The club is available to anyone, and we'd
love to have them be a part of it,” she said.

As the incoming Neenah Rotary presi-
dent, Brehmer has hopes for a long future
for the organization.

“T hope my impact as president this next
year allows our club to continue to grow so
that we can continue to serve this commu-
nity for another 100 years and beyond,” he
said.

Submitted photo
The Neenah Rotary started in 1925 with 23 charter members interested in establishing a group
after seeing Appleton have what was described as a thriving club.
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The Neenah High School girls track and field team finished second in Division 1 at the WIAA State Track and Field Championships last week-
end in La Crosse. It was the best finish as a team at state in program history.

Rockets finish second at state meet

Gentile medals in four
events to lead Neenah

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEWS

Neenah girls track and field coach
Kelly Ellington had to deal with a hectic
schedule at the WIAA State Track and
Field Championships last weekend in La
Crosse.

But she certainly didn’t mind all of the
action.

“If you have one or two events at the
state meet, it can be a long two days, es-
pecially if they are spread apart,” Ellington
said. “('This weekend) we were active the
entire time. It was pretty exciting.”

The Rockets weren’t only busy, but suc-
cessful, too.

Led by Celia Gentile’s four-state medal
performance, Neenah finished second in
the final Division 1 team standings and
brought home a silver trophy. It was the
highest finish for the Neenah program at
a state meet.

The Rockets were in the points lead for
much of Saturday before being passed by
Arrowhead with three events to go. The
Warhawks won the team title with 51
points, while Neenah totaled 46 — a com-
fortable 10 points ahead of third-place fin-
isher Appleton North.

“A lot of people were checking (on the
team scores) throughout the day but once
we got passed by Arrowhead, we were re-
ally just hoping to secure second place,”
Gentile said. “It was definitely a goal and
being able to bring home a trophy on Sat-
urday was rewarding.”

Gentile was one of the key factors that
spearheaded the Rockets’ finish.

The sophomore won both the triple
jump and long jump at the meet, while
taking seventh in the 100 meters. She also
anchored Neenah’s 400-meter relay team
which placed fourth.

“Everything we did in the season was to
pay off at the state meet so being able to
place high in all four events was reward-
ing,” Gentile said. “T was really set on get-
ting on the podium for both of my jumps
and the 400 relay team really wanted a po-
dium spot, too””

Gentile, who finished second at the state
meet in the long jump last year, posted a
jump of 40-feet, 2.5-inches in the triple
jump on Friday. She was the only jumper
in the field to clear 40-feet.

“It definitely gave me a huge confidence
boost knowing I had the gold secured for
one of my jumps,” Gentile said. “Then
there was really nothing to lose on Satur-

»

day:

Photo by Doug Sasse

Sophomore Celia Gentile won individual titles in both the long jump and triple jump and medaled
in a total of four events to help Neenah to a runner-up finish in the Division 1 team standings.

Gentile’s winning long jump was 19-6.5
and she was the only jumper to reach 19-
feet in the competition. The jump was one
inch longer than her runner-up distance as
a freshman.

“Celia is an absolutely incredible ath-
lete,” Ellington said. “Not only is she super
talented but she has the right mindset. She
gets really hyped up for the competition
but doesn’t seem to get overly nervous. I
think she thrives on the energy of compe-
tition but she always looks very even with
her emotions. She just has a great demean-
or to match her athletic ability”

Gentile was one of two Neenah athletes
to score in multiple events at the state
meet.

Freshman Emma Severson placed
fourth in both the shot put and discus in
her first state meet. She was the only fresh-
man to place in the top 10 in either event
and the only freshman to qualify in both
events.

In fact, Severson was one of only two
athletes to finish in the top five in both
events at the Division 1 level, joining Ash-
waubenon’s Thea Kral, who placed first in

both events.

“Emma had some really high goals and
she expects alot of herself so she struggled
a little bit with the fourth-place finishes.
She wanted to do even better,” Ellington
said. “We had to keep reminding her and
some of the athletes did too, that if she
thinks she had an off day and still finished
fourth, that’s really good.”

Rounding out the individual point
scorers for the Rockets was senior Mazie
Olkowski, who wrapped out her stellar ca-
reer with a third-place finish in the 3,200
meters and a sixth place in the 1,600 me-
ters.

It was Olkowski’s fourth appearance at
the state track and field meet and, after
struggling in her first appearances, the
second straight year she scored in both
events.

“She was pretty happy with her per-
formance,” Ellington said. “It shows the
progress of getting so overwhelmed you
can’t race your best to still getting a little
overwhelmed but now your being a little
overwhelmed gets you third place”

See Neenah track on PaGe 12
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Neenah hopes to serve up more success at team state

By Steve Clark
NEENAH NEWS

One state tournament down for the
Neenah High School tennis team and now
one to go.

The Rockets will return to Madison on
Friday to compete in the WIAA Team
State Tournament at the Nielsen Tennis
Center where they will face Marquette in
the Division 1 quarterfinals in a matchup
of two of the most storied programs in the
state.

“We're really looking forward to it,” said
sophomore Hunter Brown. “Everybody
gets to play, which is really fun and I think
we can definitely win the first round and
then we’ll see how it goes from there.”

Neenah beat Marquette earlier this sea-
son but it is the Hilltoppers that have a
successful history against the Rockets, es-
pecially at the WIAA Team State Tourna-
ment.

The two teams — which have combined
for 43 team state appearances — have
matched up six times at the team state
tournament with the Hilltoppers winning
each meeting. The last time the two teams
played was in 2017 when Marquette won a
5-2 match in the state title match.

The Hilltoppers, who have won 15 state
titles, also beat Neenah for the champion-
ship in 2016 and 2013.

The Neenah-Marquette matchup is a
battle between the No. 4 and No. S seeds,
respectively, but Rockets head coach Kyle
Falk believes his team is playing at its high-
est level of the season and matches up well
with the Hilltoppers.

“I think we are peaking at the right time
and we are playing some of our best tennis.
I think our guys are playing well right now
and we will be looking to continue that
into this weekend,” Falk said. “I think there
is a lot of parity. I think every team down
there has an opportunity that if they play

their game, they could be successful and
we aren’t any different.”
Brown, who played No. 1 singles in

for it and they get it done on the court.”
Falk likes the depth on Neenah’s roster
but he also knows that the Rockets aren’t

the dual meet against
Marquette earlier this
season, will likely be
the No. 2 singles play-
er in the lineup on Fri-
day behind Carl Hein.
Hein won his match
at No. 2 singles against

the only team who will
be bringing that asset
to state.

“It’s difficult to com-
pete on this final week-
end of the season if
you don’t have a deep
team,” Falk said. “Cer-

the Hilltoppers. Joshua

Youngwerth at the No. m

3 flight and Seth Vick-

tainly it’s an advantage

m to have that, but we ar-

en't the only team that

man at the No. 4 flight
are expected to round
out the singles lineup
for the Rockets.

The three doubles
teams expected to
compete are Andrew
Werner and Brady La-

has that. All eight teams
have that depth.”

Hein is coming off a
strong finish at the in-
dividual state tourna-
ment where he finished
sixth in the Division 1
singles bracket, three

watsch at No. 1, Henry m
Farrell and Luke Grassl

spots ahead of where
he was seeded.

at No, 2 and Joe Schultz
and Harrison Tanger at
No. 3.

The depth of the
Rockets team has been
a strength of the squad
all season and a staple
of the Neenah program
as awhole.

He posted straight-
set wins in his first two
matches — including a
victory over Fond du
Lac’s Leyton Batch-
elder in the second
round — before knock-
ing off Mukwonago’s
Andrew Davies in the

Having the deptn [T

is arguably better than

having just a good No. 1 flight or good No.
1 doubles because every point matters,”
Grassl said. “It’s the first who gets to four
wins wherever those four (points) come
from.

Added Hein: “I think there are a ton of
teams that have a very talented No. 1 or No.
2 flights but then their No. 3 and No. 4 are
a little bit weaker. Our threes and fours are
very scrappy. They practice hard and battle

Zephyrs’ Auth finishes fourth

By Steve Clark
NEeENAH NEWS

It wasn’t necessarily the medal that St.
Mary Catholic senior Wesley Auth want-
ed to bring home from the WIAA State
Tennis Championships.

But it was still anoth-
er piece of hardware
that Auth can add to
his collection as he put
the final touches on his
standout high school
career in Madison last
weekend.

Auth marked his
fourth and final trip to m
the state tennis meet
by finishing fourth in the Division 2 sin-
gles bracket. It’s the highest finish in sin-
gles at the state meet for Auth, who earned
three singles medals and one in doubles in
his four trips.

“I'm very satisfied with (my career),”
Auth said. “Obviously, my goal my senior
year was to do a little bit better than I did
but I had a great four years — I podiumed
every year.”

Auth entered the tournament as the No.
4 seed in his bracket and, after receiving a
first-round bye, breezed past East Troy’s
Michael Busateri, 6-1, 6-0.

The Zephyr senior had a little more of
a struggle in his quarterfinal match but
bounced back from dropping a second-set
tiebreaker to beat Maddox Bradfield of
Madison Country Day, 6-4, 7-6, 10-3.

Auth won the first set of his semifinal
match against top-seeded Oliver Mille-
man of Catholic Memorial, but couldn’t

keep the momentum going and lost 3-6,
6-3, 10-3.

“He just outplayed me. He’s a great play-
er and just brought more talent that day,”
Auth said. “It was very disappointing be-
cause I knew (Milleman) so well and I felt
I was capable of beating him.”

Auth then fell in the third-place match
to Teddy Busateri of East Troy, 6-3, 6-7,
10-5, capping his tournament with three
straight three-set matches.

Auth said that overall he was pleased
with his performance and enjoyed the trip
to Madison.

“Personally, it went very well. It was a
great experience overall even though I
didn’t accomplish what I set out to do,”
Auth said. “It was a great experience for
me, my family, my friends and to support
my school in that way was great.”

But Auth admitted it was difficult know-
ing his high school career was over.

“It was very sentimental,” said Auth,
who plans to play club tennis at Mar-
quette University next year. “That night
when I got home, I actually played one
more time in my backyard in my full jer-
sey just because I didn’t want it to be over
yet”

Auth was one of three flights competing
at the state tournament for the Zephyrs as
both of St. Mary Catholic’s doubles teams
qualified but lost in the first round.

The No. 1 pairing of Harry Bergstrom
and Aiden Tines lost 6-3, 7-S to Tony
Wesner and Andrew Berschback of Regis,
while John Osland and Sean Osland lost
a 6-1, 6-4 match to Edgerton’s Adam Nel-
son and Vincent Fox.

Davies beat Hein
earlier in the year and was seeded better
than him but it was the Neenah senior who
earned the win.

“Thad aloss to him earlier in the year and
I wasn’t happy with the way I played that
match,” Hein said. “I knew it was going to
be a good match but I knew I had it in me.

It was nice the match went my way and I
was able to make it to the (quarterfinals).”

Hein lost to top-seeded CJ Kryscio of
Menomonee Falls in the next round but
bounced back to stop Brookfield Central’s
Andrey Semin in straight sets to advance to
the fifth-place match. He lost that match in
straight sets but still finished above where
he was seeded.

Hein was one of four Neenah flights to
earn their spots in the state tournament
and all four won at least one match.

Brown scored a 6-1, 6-0 win over Nate
Anderson of Hudson before falling to sev-
enth-seeded Grant Schaefer of Whitefish
Bay — the same player that topped Hein in
the fifth-place match.

Brown played at the state tournament
last year in doubles and that experience in-
side Nielsen Tennis Center is sure to be an
advantage.

“You are always going to have nerves
because it is state, but it helps settle you
down,” Brown said. “You have to know
what you want to do there, you have to
come with a plan and having that experi-
ence helps settle you down a little bit.”

Werner and Lawatsch were seeded 14
in Division 1 and posted comfortable wins
in their first two matches before falling to
the bracket’s No. 3 seed.

The first-year duo has been coming on
strong at the end of the season, having
won a sectional title and will be formidable
pairing for the Rockets at team state.

“We are playing some of our best tennis
so we're proud of that for sure,” Lawatsch
said. “We feel confident we can beat any
team there but we haven’t focused on it
too much. Definitely we’ll get at it more as

See Neenah tennis on PaGe 12
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Senior Standout is Erougﬁt to you By:

Speedy Rangel helps tuel Rockets’ relay squads

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEWS

Track and field is generally considered an
individual sport.

For most events, it is one athlete taking
to the track or one of the field events alone
with how they finish solely in their own
hands. But then there are the four relay
events in a regulation track meet where a
quartet of teammates work together to earn
the group a finish.

Neenah senior Julia Rangel has certainly
performed well as an individual plenty of
times in her four years as a Rocket. Yet, it’s
when she takes to the track as part of a four-
some to tote the baton that she enjoys the
most and has had the most success.

“I love participating in the relays,” Ran-
gel said earlier this week. “It puts more
pressure on me because I have a team I am
racing for. I have three other girls that I'm
racing with and that makes me give it that
little extra push. I like that more than just
being out there as an individual.”

Rangel just finished off her third straight
trip to the WIAA state track meet as part of
arelay.

As a sophomore, Rangel ran on Neenah’s
state-qualifying 400-meter relay team and
was an alternate on the 1,600-meter squad.
Last year, she took her place to run a leg in
the 1,600-meter relay.

She capped her senior season last week-
end in La Crosse by running on both relays,
including earning her first state medal with
the Rockets’ 400-meter relay.

“As soon as we finished (the 400-meter
relay) and saw we had finished fourth, I
started tearing up right away,” said Ran-
gel, who was also a regular member on the
800-meter relay team. “It meant a lot. It was
really exciting and really rewarding. Over
the past three years, we've been trying to
do that but just hadn’t. I was super excited
and it made me feel really happy””

Some regular relay runners often find
themselves in the same positions in the

Photo by Doug Sasse

Neenah senior Julia Rangel (second from left) stands with her 400-meter relay team at the

state track meet.

running order, meaning they will always
lead off because they are strong out of the
blocks or anchor the groups because of be-
ing good finishers.

For the Rockets’ 1,600-meter relay team
she was the lead runner, taking the first
leg, while running third in the 400-meter
relay. For Neenah’s 800-meter relay team
that qualified for sectionals, Rangel closed
things out as the fourth runner.

“I actually prefer being second or third
but I'm not the one who makes the order,”
Rangel said. “That means I'm not starting
it and not finishing it but just in the middle
trying to just push myself to put the anchor
in a better spot”

Rangel said she gotherstartin track when
her parents signed her up fora YMCA team
when she was just 6-years old. She had suc-
cess right out of the gate as a youth which
helped keep her interested and involved as
she grew up.

Rangel said it was an eye-opening mo-
ment when she got to high school and saw
the level of competition, however, she con-
tinued and by the time her sophomore year
hit she was able to make it to state.

“It was honestly really nerve-wracking.
I was honestly a little afraid,” Rangel said.
“But it was a really cool experience and
I think going as a sophomore helped me
my senior year because I had more expe-
rience”

Those early days at the high school lev-
el were a bit of a struggle as a team for the
Rockets, but Rangel said seeing the pro-
gram grow to where it is now — Neenah
finished second in the team standings last
weekend — has been rewarding.

“My freshman year, we were not good
and I knew since freshman year we wanted
to have a good team so as the years went on
it was nice to see us slowly get better and
build confidence,” Rangel said. “It was real-
ly nice and rewarding taking second. It was
nice to know the work had paid off. It was a
really cool experience.”

Rangel was a three-sport athlete at Neen-
ah, including spending the last two years as
a member of the Rockets’ girls wrestling
team.

She started with the grueling sport sim-
ply to get in shape for the track season but
found out she enjoyed the sport and work-

Senior Standout

ing with a different set of teammates.

“It was incredibly fun,” said Rangel, who
posted 22 wins this season and qualified for
sectionals. “I met a lot of new girls and built
a lot of new relationships. Wrestling is a
sport like no other. I was really happy with
the season and team.”

When Rangel is not running or wrestling
or doing another sport, she has found a
unique outlet to relax.

Rangel likes to participate in speed puz-
zle competitions, an activity she started
doing with her family and has continued to
participate in events around the area.

“It gives me a good mental break, like
a pause from my life. It’s really relaxing, I
guess,” Rangel said. “I don’t know (how it
started). It’s really random. My family likes
doing it and I like doing it

Rangel said that public libraries will often
host competitions where teams of four get
together and put together a puzzle. Most of
the time she competes with her family but
has entered events with a group of friends.

“You go out with a team of four and you
just try to build a puzzle as fast as you can,”
Rangel said. “Whenever we do a competi-
tion, I always do the edges”

Rangel said alone it would take her about
three hours to put together a 1,000-piece
puzzle while usually as a team of four, it can
be done in a little over an hour.

The largest puzzle she has put together
totaled 2,000 pieces.

“Anything over that is a little too
much,” Rangel said. “At home, if I have
two hours I like to get out a puzzle and
see how fast I can do it. It’s just some-
thing I like to do.”
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Zephyr relay takes fourth place at state track and field meet

Neenah News

The St. Mary Catholic 3,200-meter re-
lay team finished its season on the awards
podium after placing at the WIAA State
Track and Field Championships held in
La Crosse this past weekend.

The senior trio of Audrey Wanless, Ma-
ria Marti and Lauren Ripley along with
sophomore Claire Higgins, who anchored
the foursome, placed fourth in Division 3
at Memorial Stadium last Friday.

The foursome finished with a time of
9-minutes, 51.69 seconds to place com-
fortably in fourth. The Zephyr group was
more than a second ahead of fifth place
Deerfield.

Kohler won the event with a time of
9:34.41.

It was the second straight year a Zeph-
yr relay team has scored in the event after
finishing seventh last year. Marti, Ripley
and Higgins were members of that team

Neenah News

Neenah second baseman Taytum West catches a pop fly in front of right fielder Carli Baltus in
last week’s WIAA Division 1 sectional final in Oshkosh.

Neenah falls in sectional
final, builds for next year

By Steve Clark
NEENAH NEWS

First-year head coach Adam Hablewitz
believes the future is bright for the Neen-
ah softball program.

But that didn’t lessen the sting of falling
one game short of making the state tour-
nament.

The Rockets gave up two runs in the
first inning to Watertown and those would
be the only two runs of the game as Neen-
ah dropped a 2-0 decision to the Goslings
in aWIAA Division 1 sectional final at the
UW Oshkosh softball complex last Thurs-
day.

“We gave up two in the first inning but
the girls stuck in there and battled,” Ha-
blewitz said. “We just couldn’t figure out
how to execute with runners in scoring
position today.”

Kyleigh Mathe allowed just one hit over
the final 6 2/3 innings and finished the
game with one walk and four strikeouts,
but three of the first Watertown batters
reached and two of them scored giving the
Goslings all of the runs they would need.

Neenah was able to put runners on base
in five of the seven innings against Water-
town ace Cali Craig but weren’t able to
push a run across in the game.

The Rockets stranded six runners on
base and had left two runners in scoring
position in the game, but never had a bas-
erunner advance past second base.

Natalie Coffey finished with two of the
four hits for Neenah, while Mathe and
Norah Paider each had one. Taytum West
and Olivia McNulty each reached base
twice in the game.

The loss ends the Rockets” season with

a 19-10 overall record, while Neenah fin-
ished second in the traditionally tough
Fox Valley Association.

It was a strong first season for Hablewitz
and he was proud of the way the players
responded to the coaching change enter-
ing the season.

“I give the girls a ton of credit this year
for buying into the coaching philosophy,”
Hablewitz said. “It was a culture change
and most of the change was that players
had to take accountability in taking soft-
ball seriously. I feel like we achieved that
here. These girls bought into it and that’s
why we put ourselves in position to be one
game away from the state tournament.”

Hablewitz also believes the foundation
is set for continued success with the pro-
gram.

Although the Rockets do lose a handful
of talented seniors, Neenah has five play-
ers returning who earned all-conference
recognition this season and have a strong
nucleus to build around.

“I want to thank the seniors for their
four years but this is only the beginning,”
Hablewitz said. “The talent that return-
ing next year is awesome. We're going to
be back next year and we are going to be
hungry. They all believe. They all know
that Neenah softball is for real and we are
going to continue to grow.”

But what lies ahead doesn’t make falling
short of the program’s first state tourna-
ment appearance since 1995 any easier.

“I'm incredibly excited for the future
but at the same time, I know how hard it
is to get to this position and have this op-
portunity,” Hablewitz said. “That’s why it
stings so much.”

Photo by Doug Sasse

St. Mary Catholic’s Ellie Davel (left) clears a hurdle during her preliminary race of the
100-meter hurdles at the WIAA state meet last Friday.

as well.

The relay was one of two events in
which St. Mary Catholic scored points in
at the state meet.

Freshman Ellie Davel added an eighth
place in the 100-meter hurdles, finishing
less than two-tenths of a second away
from making the podium. Davel grabbed
the last qualifying spot in the finals after
the preliminaries, edging out Shiocton’s
Lydia Hofacker by one-thousandth of a
second for the spot.

Davel, one of three freshman in the fi-
nals, ran a time of 15.67 seconds to place
eighth.

The Zephyrs also had a pair of seniors
put the final touches on outstanding ath-
letic careers.

Ripley, a two-time state qualifier, placed

10" overall in the 800 meters with a time
of 2:20.90. Ripley finished a little more
than a second out of eighth place and
about three seconds short of earning a
spot on the podium.

Nolie Anderson advanced to state in
both throwing events but came up short of
placing in either. The senior finished ninth
in the shot put with a toss of 37-feet, 2.75
inches, while taking 12* in the discus with
aheave if 107-2.

Anderson was the 2023 state champion
in the discus and placed third at last year’s
state meet. She finished 10* in the shot
put a year ago.

Cochrane-Fountain City edged Lourdes
Academy by one point to win the Division
3 team title. The Zephyrs finished in a five-
way tie for 37" place with six points.

Classifieds

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

For Sale

2008 Toyota Highlander. Very Good Condition.
216,300 miles. $6,500.00 obo. 920-420-2286

Camper for sale. Sleeps 6. Self-contained.
Great for deer hunting. Asking $2500. 920-
279-6810.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter,
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-920-3533

Pick-up for sale 2020 Nissan Frontier SV, V6

18000 miles. Bed mat/cover, tow package,

WeatherTech floor mats like new, $27,000
920-915-5032.

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material -steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Garage/Estate Sales

HOSTA LOVERS, METAL GARDEN ART, and
FUN STUFF for your yard! June 20, 21, 22
from 10-5. Absolutely no early sales! Cash or
check only! 2110 Rabbit Trail Road, Ripon. Oh,
the hosta! Potted, fully rooted, and beautiful!
Mini’s to giant. 300 varieties including
Wrinkle in Time, Curly Fries, Captain Kirk, Blue
Angel, First Blush, June, Krossa Regal, Sum-
mer Lovin. Full size metal art includes, deer,
turkey, flowers, dragon flies and butterflies.
Also 16"x16" plasma cut steel signs with
inspirational and humorous messages. And a
yard full of fun treasures to browse through!
Rustic wood planters, mini wheelbarrows,
hand crafted bees, small benches and tables,
coaster wagon planters, child tricycles, clay
pots and planters, enamelware, galvanized
farm pails, square and round tubs, small
cistern pumps, so much to look at!

Miscellaneous

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-748-6332

included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-844-724-0738

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discov-
er the ideal solution for anyone who struggles
on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-877-831-0499

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-844-406-2647 today!

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite
live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for
12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-294-2679
today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move

Real Estate/Rental

Condo Memorial Park Condominiums,
Neenah. 1600 sq ft Townhouse: 3 bedroom
2.5 bath, attached garage. Many updates.
Kitchen remodeled, skylights replaced.
Includes all appliances. Fireplace. Basement.
Lots of amenities: Outdoor pool, tennis &
pickle ball courts. Clubhouse includes party
room w/fireplace. Indoor racquet ball facility,
hot tub & showers. Fenced in storage for
hoats & campers. $249,500. Contact Ellen @
920-585-1326
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Neenah track

FROM PAGE 8

Joining Gentile on the 400-meter re-
lay team that took fourth was senior Ju-
lia Rangel, junior Brynn Fox and sopho-
more Kobi Meyer. The foursome finished
eight-hundredths of a second out of third
place.

Junior Payton Schaefer made the finals
of the 400 meters and finished 10" over-
all, about two-tenths of a second short of
adding to the Rockets’ point total, while
the 3,200-meter relay team of juniors Elsa
Gruber and Natalie Willes, sophomore
Anna Benthein and freshman Izzy Malloy
finished 20™.

Neenah’s 1,600-meter relay team of
Rangel, Schaefer, sophomore Molly Snid-
er and freshman Elsa Weiland, was dis-
qualified during the preliminaries for a
baton exchange out of the zone.

The runner-up finish may be a sign of

Photo by Doug Sasse
Neenah freshman Emma Severson finished
fourth in both the discus and shot put at the
state meet last weekend.

things to come for the Rockets, who will
return the bulk of their state qualifiers
next year.

“I think our team is going to be very
strong,” Gentile said. “I think with the
new incoming class and all of the return-
ing athletes we have, I definitely think (an-
other trophy) is in our vision.”

Neenah tennis

FROM PAGE 9

we get into the week we’ll get locked in to
perform our best.”

Both Werner and Lawatsch are veterans
of playing at Nielsen Tennis Center even
though last weekend was the first time they
took to the same court inside the legend-
ary venue.

“We've both played a lot of matches
there and the feeling in Nielsen is definite-
ly different. Nerves get to you a little and
you can be a little tight, so it definitely does
help having played there,” Werner said.
“We're feeling good and I think the team as
a whole is feeling good. We're feeling con-
fident and just going to take it one match
ata time”

Farrell and Grassl made their first ap-
pearance at the individual state meet as a
doubles team last weekend, but played at
the No. 3 flight in the team’s team-state ap-

pearance last year.

The duo won their first-round match last
weekend before losing in the second round
but bring a lot of confidence to the court
after a very successful season.

“I think there is pressure because we
have beaten Marquette before and beaten
No. 1 teams at state,” Farrell said. “Practices
this week will be big. We play a lot of good
teams all year at our tournaments and in
conference so that’s where our confidence
comes from.”

The winner of Friday’s match will face
either top-seeded Brookfield Central or
eighth-seeded Menomonie in Saturday’s
semifinal with the winner of the match
playing for the title later in the afternoon.

“Obviously it would be awesome (to
play for the title) but we have to take it one
match at a time,” Hein said. “Try to control
how you play and how you practice, but at
the end of the day you have to surrender
the outcome. It’s not entirely under your
control so whatever happens, happens.”

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
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FLAG DAY

and white stars on a blue background.

should look, and Betsy Ross made it.

Only one of these flags is
the real American flag.

Can you find it? Have an

adult check your answer.

Can you bring these
spools of thread to
Betsy Ross?

START

The Stars and Stripes

The flag of the United States of America has red and white stripes

The first flag was sewn by hand by a seamstress in Philadelphia
intheyear 1777. Some say that New Jersey Congressman
Francis Hopkinson came up with the idea for how the flag

The flag was approved by the Continental Congress on June 14,
1777. Americans celebrate that day as Flag Day each year.

FINISH

Standards Link: Science Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Father’s Day Flags

Areyou looking for agpecia way to say “Happy Father’'s Day?’
Make your dad aflag all hisown! It'ssimple!

1. Make alist of words that describe your dad.

Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at

www.kidscoop.com
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ABC Dad

L ook through the newspaper for five
words that explain ways your dad,
grandfather, favorite uncle or afriend
is specia to you. Put these wordsin
ABC order.

Standards Link: Spelling: Arrange words in
alphabetical order.

My dad is nutty,
smart, playful, caring,
and grey-haired!

2. Choose the three best words from your list.

| | likeaflag.

3. Find or draw picturesthat represent the words you have chosen.
4. Cut out the pictures and arrange them on aletter-sized piece of paper to look

Standards Link: Design: Use a variety of media to create a design.

Kid Scoop Puzzier

- -
Find the words by looking up,
Fla Talk at Sea CONGRESS down, backwards, forwards,
DAD sideways and diagonally.
Long before cell phones and radio communications, people on ships needed a DAY
way to communicate to people on other ships, or on shore — people who were ELPMI SFTHZ
- - DRAW
too far away to be reached by yelling. A system of nautical flags was developed, VMWSY ADL F J
each flag represented a letter of the alphabet and/or a meaning. Fill in the FATHER
missing vowels to discover what these flag examples mean. FLAG DQL S PEC I AL
[ ] HAPPY RALETTERTG
HAND A HDRY PPAHT
LETTER
] ROSS WZAGHLKWER
N__ D__VER SEWN PSTNVSSORA
D__WN SIMPLE JRY ODTWY KM
Y_s M__N SMART KELCNUNWE S
OVERBOARD SPECIAL
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions. U N CL E vsv‘cilcqitsjagﬁr#g‘rt(d I;igﬁrri:%?ﬁg.cggégﬁgggniiég I::m?:?r?sl

@xiu Scoop Together

The colors and symbols on the flags of countries and states are
chosen with great care. They each mean something that people
feel represents their country.

Color by numbers to discover what each color represents.

18-3 =BLUE
11+5=RED
20-3 =WHITE

12 +2 =YELLOW

often represents courage,
hardiness, blood and/or valor.

B

often represents freedom,
vigilance, justice, perseverance, peace
and/or prosperity.

often represents the sun,
wealth and/or justice.

17 15

_/

These three colors combined usually
represent revolution and freedom:

7 7

16

and

FREE DOWNLOAD:
Kid Scoop Teacher Ad:w&v Pocie!

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop” printable
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school!
Get your free sample today at:

kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
Write On! &)
Thank You, Dad!

Design a“ Thank You” ad for a specia
dad, granddad, uncle or family friend.
Say why thisdad is special.




