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By Patti Lee
News Contributor

The Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat 
for Humanity may be part of a global or-
ganization, but its mission remains firmly 
rooted in serving the local community, 
according to marketing and communica-
tions director Eric Cernjar. 

Habitat builds modest single-family 
homes around 1,200 square feet that are 
then sold to low-income families with 
affordable financing terms. The families 
agree to contribute time to help build the 
home, referred to as “sweat equity.”

Cernjar arrived at Habitat a little over 
four years ago, fresh off a six-year stint 
with the Experimental Aircraft Associa-

Habitat for  
Humanity  
keeps local focus

See Habitat’s focus on Page 6

Council to vote on outdoor drinking district
Plan would permit  
open drinks downtown
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The city of Neenah is moving forward 
with plans to establish a permanent Des-
ignated Outdoor Refreshment Area, or 
DORA — a downtown district where pa-
trons could carry and consume alcoholic 
beverages in public spaces during set hours.

Plans for a permanent DORA have been 
in development for two years. The propos-

al, brought forward by the nonprofit Future 
Neenah, is modeled after a similar program 
in Oshkosh.

In 2023, Neenah implemented a tem-
porary DORA downtown, which allowed 
outdoor alcohol consumption only during 
specific permitted events.

Last year, the Public Services and Safety 
Committee considered making the DORA 
permanent but tabled the discussion due to 
concerns about state law — which prohib-
its individuals from entering establishments 
with open containers of alcohol — and un-
certainty over whether an ordinance or res-

olution was the proper mechanism.
Oshkosh addressed that issue by requir-

ing patrons to finish their drinks before en-
tering another business. Neenah’s resolution 
includes a similar requirement.

Under the resolution, patrons may pur-
chase alcoholic beverages in special cups 
from licensed businesses within the DORA 
and carry them outdoors, as long as they 
stay within the DORA boundaries. Drinks 
must be consumed before entering a differ-
ent bar or restaurant.

Benoit betters local policing efforts
Officer Joe serves as  
mentor, role model, hero
By Brennan Wendt
News Contributor

When Officer Joe Benoit puts on his 
uniform each day, he is viewed as more 
than just an officer of the law. He is viewed 
as a mentor, a role model and a hero. 

To many he’s simply Officer Joe, an in-
formal moniker to also show that he’s a 
friend that somebody can feel comfort-
able talking with.

Those around him see his compassion-

ate, friendly smile and kind eyes as being 
able to light up a room, while his salt-and-
pepper beard is full of wisdom and his 
5-foot-5-inch stature belies his authorita-
tive appearance.

As Neenah’s community policing coor-
dinator, Benoit is seen as bringing empa-
thy and positivity to a field that often sees 
the opposite.

Whether he’s hosting a presentation to 
the elderly about scams, chatting with kids 
while on foot patrol or just posting on the 
city’s social media page, he simply wants 
to ensure the community he has sworn to 

protect feels seen and heard.
“My primary duties are to strength-

en relationships within the community,” 
Benoit said. “I would be like that bridge 
between our patrol units and police de-
partment and the rest of the community 
to try and connect the two to build up a 
stronger, more trusting relationship.”

He also said that he rarely feels uneasy 
about speaking to a group, no matter the 
size, because he knows he’s providing the 
audience with useful information.

“There are many topics that I’ve done 

Photo by Santiago Sanchez

Special Olympics athlete Lexi Galarowicz (left) holds the torch with Neenah community policing coordinator Joe Benoit at the annual Special 
Olympics Wisconsin Law Enforcement Torch Run – Fox Valley held May 21. The event covered three sections in Appleton, Fox Crossing, Menasha 
and Neenah, ending at Riverside Park. Law enforcement volunteer participants raise money for Special Olympics Wisconsin through the event.

See Officer Joe on Page 7

See Drinking district on Page 7
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Buy now at WWW.WATERFEST.ORG

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
Buy 3, Get 1 FREE

VIP ($150) or General Admission ($100) Season Passes 
And select Single Events

Available ONLINE only at www.Waterfest.org

Buy now at WWW.WATERFEST.ORG

June 13
HAIRBALL!
Road Trip

The Michael Weber Show

June 20
Los Lonely Boys 

Chuck Prophet & The Mission Express
Newski

June 27
Steely Dane

Paul Cebar Tomorrow Sound
The Fox Menagerie

July 11
ARRIVAL from Sweden:

The Music of ABBA
The Pocket Kings
Salsa Manzana

July 18
Voices of Rock Radio

Copperbox
Kate Voss & The Hot Sauce

August 1
Gin Blossoms

Toad The Wet Sprocket
Vertical Horizon

August 8
British Invasion Night!

Hermans Hermits Starring Peter Noone
American English: The Beatles Tribute

August 15
The Mavericks

Alex McMurray Band
Lil' Davy Max

Special Wednesday 
Event!

August 21
Danny Seraphine 

and CTA with former 
Chicago singer and 
Bassist Jeff Coffey

Child's Anthem
The Music of Toto

JUNE 12
HAIRBALL!

The Michael Weber Show
BRETT NEWSKI & the Bad Inventions

JUNE 19
George Thorogood and The Destroyers

“The Baddest Show on Earth”
The Jay Edward Band

The Pocket Kings

JUNE  26
The Cat Empire

Bird in Paradise Album Tour
Copper Box

Kate Voss & The Hot Sauce

JULY 10
Marcia Ball
The Jimmys

Alex McMurray Band with Paul 
Sanchez

Rising Phoenix

JULY 31
Vic Ferrari Encore Performance

Shining Star
Authentic Theatrical Earth, Wind & 

Fire Show
Rose Canyon Band

JULY 17
Big Bad VooDoo Daddy

Cigar Store Indians
Fox Menagerie 

AUGUST 7
Steely Dane

The Producers
Twistin’ Egyptians

AUGUST 14
LOVERBOY

Mt. Olive
TBA 

WATERFEST 39
Wisconsin's Best Community Concert Series

The JimmysThe Jimmys

Space and copy deadline:
Materials complete deadline: Monday, June 16, 2025 3PM
This is for classified and display advertising. 
OBITS deadline is Monday, June 16 at 3PM

Please be advised the Neenah News will have 
early deadlines for the June 20th issue:

 Friday, June 13, 2025  NOON

EARLY JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY DEADLINES

920-486-1616
www.neenahnews.com

Neenah Historical Society photo

Floral and Greenhouse
The garden was in bloom at Neenah Floral and Greenhouse located at 1001 Main 
Street between Green Bay Road and Denhardt Avenue. It was operated by Henry 
and Gertrude Shoman until they retired in the 1950’s and sold it to Earl Kramer.

Jobless rate falls slightly throughout county in April
Neenah News

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area (MSA) and Winnebago County saw 
their unemployment rates dip from 3.1% 
to 2.8% between March and April, accord-
ing to preliminary data from the state De-
partment of Workforce Development. 

The April 2024 jobless rate in the Os-
hkosh-Neenah MSA and Winnebago 
County was at 2.5%.

Preliminary April unemployment de-
creased in all 13 metropolitan areas over 
the month. Jobless rates increased in all 13 
metropolitan areas over the year.

 

Saturday, May 31
Author Meet and Greet, Jeanne Geh-

rke, 10:30 a.m., Lyons Books, 127 Wis-
consin Ave.

Sunday, June 1
Family Day at the Octagon House, 

11 a.m., Neenah Historical Society, 343 
Smith St.

Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., Memorial 
Park

Tuesday, June 3
Ambassadors and Friends Band Con-

cert, 7 p.m., Riverside Park

Saturday, June 7
Learn to Sail, 10 a.m., Riverside Park
Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass
Author Meet and Greet, Michael 

Hopkins, 11 a.m., Lyons Books, 127 
Wisconsin Ave. 

Tuesday, June 10
Nutman Sale, 10 a.m., ThedaCare Re-

gional Medical Center-Neenah
Children’s Entertainer Randy Peter-

son, 6 p.m., Schildt Park
Neenah Community Band Concert, 7 

p.m., Riverside Park

Wednesday, June 11
Nutman Sale and Adirondack Set Raf-

fle, 9 a.m., ThedaCare Regional Medical 
Center-Neenah

Summer Kickoff Concert featuring 
The Glam Band, 6 p.m., Downtown 
Neenah

Thursday, June 12
Out to Lunch concert featuring Isiah, 

11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park

Saturday, June 14
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m. Shattuck Park
Doty Island Rummage Sales, 8 a.m.
Udderly Euro Car Show, 1:30 p.m., 

Shattuck Park

Sunday, June 15
Father’s Day Cannonball Contest, 3 

p.m., Neenah Pool
Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., Memorial 

Park

Wednesday, June 18
Future Neenah Summer Concert 

Series featuring A-Town Unplugged, 6 
p.m., Shattuck Park

Thursday, June 19
Out to Lunch Concert featuring Bare-

foot Americans, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck 
Park

Saturday, June 21
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Art Mercantile, 9 a.m., The Plaza and 

Globe Coffee

Calendar 
of events

Jobless rates decreased in 31 of Wiscon-
sin’s 35 largest cities over the month, in-
creased in three cities and stayed the same 
in one city, Fitchburg. Rates increased in 
33 cities over the year, remained the same 
in New Berlin and decreased in Fitchburg.

Preliminary April 2025 jobless rates de-
creased in 69 counties over the month and in-
creased in the remaining three counties. Un-
employment rates decreased in four counties 
over the year, stayed the same in two counties 
and increased in the remaining 66 counties.

Estimates of unemployment and em-
ployment statistics are from the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.
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WILLS vs TRUSTS 
It’s not about  

the documents.  
It’s about the results.

Practicing Since 1996

FREE SEMINAR
D.J. Bordini Center 

5 N Systems Dr. 
Appleton, WI 54914
Wed. June 11, 2025 

2:00 pm and 6:00 pm
Participants may attend  

either session. Please RSVP  
at 920-486-4519 or  

AppletonEstatePlanning.com 
seating is limited. 

AS FEATURED ON

ATTORNEY 
JUSTIN RANDALL

ATTORNEY 
ABIGAIL J. PLANKEY

YOU SHOULD ATTEND IF YOU: 
     Have a retirement account 

(IRA, 401k).

     Want to learn how current 
laws affect your estate plan.

     Are concerned that Nursing 
Home or long term care costs 
will deplete your life savings.

      Want to protect the family 
inheritance you leave behind 
for your family’s use only.

     Wish to learn more about 
Probate and how to avoid it.

     Have a Will that is more than 
3 years old or it was created 
in another state.

WE WILL DISCUSS: 
     New retirement account law 

changes that affect every  
estate plan.

     Proposed changes to the  
Federal Estate and Capital 
Gains Tax laws.

     How to provide for your own 
care and well-being, and that 
of your loved ones even if you 
become incapacitated.

     Why you shouldn’t add a 
child to your bank account 
and how beneficiary designa-
tions might ruin your will.

     How you can protect your 
childrens’ inheritances from 
predators, greedy non-family 
members, and bad marriages.

     How veterans or their spouses 
can receive money to help pay 
for medical expenses.

     Why signing your home  
over to your kids might be  
a huge mistake.

     How planning in advance 
can help you and your spouse 
afford quality care.

Sheep arrive at Carpenter Preserve
Flock will graze on 
invasive plants
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

A flock of sheep has arrived at Carpen-
ter Preserve, kicking off a new pilot pro-
gram aimed at controlling invasive plant 
species through natural grazing.

The city of Neenah has partnered with 
Wooly Green Grazers, an Appleton-based 
company owned by Roxie Emunson, to 
manage vegetation over a six-acre section 
of the preserve. The grazing program, ap-
proved unanimously by the Parks and Rec-
reation Commission in February, is set to 
run through the end of September and in-
cludes three grazing sessions of about five 
days per acre.

Parks Director Michael Kading said at 
a Common Council meeting last month 
that sheep were chosen for the Carpenter 
Preserve project because the area is most-
ly low, turf-like vegetation. Goats are typ-
ically used for taller growth or brush that 
requires climbing. 

The city and Wooly Green Grazers have 
access to goats and may bring some in lat-
er if taller invasive plants become an issue.

Carpenter Preserve contains invasive 
species including buckthorn, honeysuck-
le, thistles, garlic mustard, motherwort, 
Siberian elm, cattails and reed canary 
grass, according to the city’s 2023 Car-
penter Preserve Master Plan. The preserve 
also has dead ash trees, likely killed by the 
Emerald Ash Borer.

The sheep are expected to reduce inva-
sive growth through controlled rotational 
grazing — a chemical-free alternative to 
herbicide use. City staff wrote in a memo 
that the use of grazing animals for manag-
ing invasive species has historically been 
well received by nearby property owners 
and noted the city believes the approach 

Photo from Neenah Parks and Recreation

A flock of sheep arrived at Carpenter Preserve at 1590 Breezewood Lane on May 20 and will 
remain through September to graze on invasive plants.

would be positively received at Carpenter 
Preserve.

However, at a Public Services and Safe-
ty Committee meeting Tuesday, a neigh-
bor raised concerns about the sheep, 
stating they are only eating the leaves of 
the buckthorn. She also cited issues with 
manure and odor, which she said are at-
tracting flies.

Kading said the sheep are being moved 
to another section this week and will no 
longer be in the resident’s backyard. He 
said the animals have made progress in re-
ducing buckthorn, but noted it’s just the 
first step in a process that will require mul-
tiple grazing cycles.

Emunson, who oversees a similar suc-
cessful program on Renard Island in 
Green Bay, told the Parks Commission 
that studies show that only 7-10% of the 
buckthorn seeds eaten by the sheep re-
main viable.

Emunson will monitor the sheep daily, 
care for them, maintain fencing and pro-
vide public updates on the project’s prog-
ress through city social media channels.

The total cost for the grazing services 
is $7,092, funded through the city’s 2025 
Capital Improvement Plan. If the program 
proves successful, it could serve as a mod-
el for future projects across Neenah’s park 
system.

Neenah News

A new carrier will begin offering flights 
at Appleton International Airport, be-
coming the fifth airline to offer service at 
the airport. 

Sun Country Airlines will launch non-
stop seasonal service to Fort Myers, Fla. 
(RSW) from Jan. 30, 2026 to April 13, 
2026. Flights will depart twice weekly, 
with service increasing to four times a 
week starting in late March. 

With the addition of Sun Country, the 
Appleton airport will offer a total of six 
nonstop flights to Florida. The new flights 
will be on a Boeing 737-800, which has 
186 seats.

In addition, Allegiant Air earlier this 
month announced a new route from Apple-
ton to Gulf Shores, Ala. beginning Oct. 2. 

Appleton airport 
adds new airline, 
routes to docket

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Seafood Selections - Served Daily 
Salmon, Grouper, Shrimp, Haddock, and Walleye 

ASK ABOUT FRIDAY FISH SPECIALS!

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

bergstrombuick.com

APPLETON | GREEN BAY | NEENAH | OSHKOSH

To approved credit thru GMF. 36mo, 10,000mi lease ($39,245 MSRP), $3995 due at signing ($1250 
less due at signing for current Buick /GMC lessees). Tax, title, license, service fee extra. Ends 6/2/25.

To approved credit thru GMF. 36mo, 10,000mi lease ($27,735 MSRP), $3995 due at signing ($2250 
less due at signing for current Buick / GMC lessees). Tax, title, license, service fee extra. Ends 6/2/25.

2025 BUICK ENVISION
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GX
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Fox Valley Plastic Surgery Medispa
• Licensed Medical Aestheticians for

expert care
• Services Include: Hydrafacial, Laser

Hair Removal, Custom Skincare
Routines, Chemical Peels, Filler, Dysport,
Microneedling, Laser and Light Treatments

• Free ZO Skin Health Getting Skin Ready
Skincare kit valued at $71 with Visia Skin
Analysis Consult. Includes: ZO Gentle
Cleanser, Exfoliating Polish and
Complexion Renewal Pads

Bridal Beauty Starts Here!
From glowing skin to body contouring, we’ve got 

everything to make you wedding-ready.

2400 Witzel Ave Suite A, Oshkosh WI 54904
(920) 233-1540

CONTRACTORS
NOT RETURNING

YOUR CALLS?
GET IMMEDIATE ANSWERS 

AT OUR SHOWROOM!
Tues 9 AM - 1 PM | Wed 11 AM - 3 PM | Thurs 12 PM - 5PM

1951 S Washburn St Oshkosh
920-232-5600

CALL FOR AFTER HOUR APPOINTMENTS

Photo from the city of Neenah

Honoring those who served
American Legion Post 33 member Bob Borszich joins Paula Jansen (right) and her 
daughter, Tara, in a tribute May 23 at Neenah City Hall to Paula’s father, Al Jansen, 
who passed away in 2008. Al was a World War II veteran who built Neenah’s ceremo-
nial flag disposal box, which has been used since 2003. A plaque was recently added 
to recognize Al’s craftsmanship and his gift to the city. Hung above the repainted flag 
box, the display now shares his picture and a phrase for each flag place as a reminder 
that service isn’t always loud, but it is always felt.

Board member takes  
executive assistant job
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Newly elected Winnebago County Ex-
ecutive Gordon Hintz has hired Koby 
Schellenger – who served as a County 
Board supervisor until his recent resigna-
tion – as his assistant, filling the vacancy 
left when the former executive assistant 
resigned following the transition from the 
previous administration.

Schellenger served on the County Board 
for about seven years. He was first elected in 
2014 and served through 
2015 before moving to 
a new district. He was 
elected as the District 23 
supervisor in 2020 and 
was re-elected in 2022 
and 2024.

Outside of his work 
on the board, Schel-
lenger led and devel-
oped civic engagement 
and political programs at Planned Parent-
hood of Wisconsin over the last 12 years 
and ran as a Democratic candidate for the 
Wisconsin State Assembly in 2012.

When asked what motivated him to 
transition from an elected supervisor to 
the executive’s assistant, he said it seemed 
like a good opportunity.

“I was in a position where I knew the is-
sues that the county was facing,” he said. “I 
knew a lot of the county staff and a lot of 
the board members and felt like I could be 
really helpful to the new executive.”

As part of the transition, Schellenger 
submitted a statutory resignation to the 
county sheriff and county board chair, a 
procedural requirement for board mem-
bers stepping down. The process to fill 
his vacant county board seat is underway, 
with a potential appointment expected at 
the June 17 board meeting.

Hintz was elected county executive on 

April 1, defeating incumbent Jon Doemel 
with 52.78% of the vote. He was sworn in 
on April 15 and initially started the posi-
tion without an assistant.

The decision to hire an assistant with pre-
vious political experience is similar to an ear-
lier move by Doemel, who, after running for 
the nonpartisan executive seat as an Inde-
pendent, appointed Republican communi-
cations specialist Ethan Hollenberger to an 
assistant role he created shortly after taking 
office. The move drew criticism at the time 
for bypassing County Board approval.

Hollenberger resigned after Doemel’s 
election loss and chose not to stay on with 
the new administration.

When asked about hiring Schellenger 
for the position, Hintz noted that he was 
well regarded by County Board members 
across the political spectrum for his prepa-
ration and thoughtful questioning.

“His hiring has been well-received by 
staff and supervisors alike precisely be-
cause he is not a divisive person and be-
cause he understands how government 
works,” Hintz said.  “Koby has a record 
of non-partisan governance on the Win-
nebago County Board.”

Although the position was publicly 
posted and other applicants were con-
sidered, Hintz said Schellenger was ulti-
mately selected due to his familiarity with 
Winnebago County government and ex-
isting relationships with board members 
and staff. Several board members had also 
recommended him for the role, and Hintz 
noted the need to fill the vacancy quickly 
given immediate challenges.

“Koby brings broad policy experience 
and familiarity with the responsibilities 
and operations of county government,” he 
said. “He has served on numerous com-
mittees over his seven years on the board 
and demonstrated an attention to detail 
on the rules and process of Winnebago 
County government. He is a good listener 
and has incredible attention to detail.” 

Schellenger said he plans to build on 
his existing relationships with county staff 
and supervisors. 

“I know I’ve worked with a lot of the 
supervisors in the time that I was on the 
board and have seen a lot of new supervi-
sors come in, so I think moving forward 
I’ll also have some of those shared expe-
riences to help us build relationships and 
work together,” he said.

Schellenger will play a key role in day-
to-day operations and help implement the 
executive’s policy agenda.

Schellenger

Grace Lutheran church of Winchester
8396 Steeple Hill Dr, Larsen

Quality, Vintage, Collectibles,
Craft & Rummage Sale

JUNE 5TH 8-3, JUNE 6TH 9-3, JUNE 7TH 9-1
Collectibles: Breyer Vintage Barnyard Animals, tractors and farm accessories. Heartwood Creek 
and other angels, Lighted Tweety Bird, Dolls, Lefton China birds, Life of Jesus plates, Winnie the 
Pooh plates, Display Case, Crafts, Furniture, Tale Saw, China, Bed, Bath, Christmas, Home Decor, 
Crystal, Luggage, Jewelry, Children’s Items, Lawn & Garden, Tables & Chairs, Much, Much More.

– Cash Only –
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165 NORTH PARK AVENUE | 920.751.4658
@BMMGL ASS |  BMMGL ASS.COM

Extraordinary 
glass experiences

Scan for more information
or visit bmmglass.com/donate

Scan for more information
and to register (it’s FREE) or visit

event.gives/catching�re

Contribute $100 or more to 
our Spring Fund Drive and 
receive a beautiful spring 

garden stake* made in our 
very own Glass Studio. 

*Stake design & colors may vary.

GIVE to our
Spring Fund Drive…

…GET a gift!

Catching Fire is an online 
auction to bene�t participating 

artists and educational 
programs at Bergstrom-Mahler 

Museum of Glass.
Online Silent Auction

June 4–14
Online Live Auction

June 11, 6:45–8:00pm

We live in your community. Kessler Fahrenkrug Funeral Home is 
more than a funeral provider—we’re your neighbors, offering grief 
resources, local partnerships, and unwavering support to help you 
through life’s toughest moments.  Give us a call to learn how we can 
support your family.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, WI 54956            
920 722 6464  |  kesslerfh.com

Serving  
Neenah families 
since 1886

Man charged for November homicide
Neenah News

A Neenah man previously charged with 
theft from a corpse and possession of 
THC in connection with a man’s death 
is now facing a more serious charge after 
prosecutors dismissed those counts last 
week and filed one count of first-degree 
intentional homicide.

Rodney Franklin, 52, is accused in 
the Nov. 24 death of 73-year-old Keith 
Rieskamp, who had been living in area 
parks and was found unconscious outside 
an apartment building on East Doty Ave-
nue. He was taken to a hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead.

The medical examiner’s office deter-
mined Rieskamp’s cause of death was mul-
tiple blunt force injuries and hypothermia.

Franklin lived in the apartment build-
ing where Rieskamp was found outside. 
Although he denied knowing him, po-
lice searching Franklin’s unit discovered 
Rieskamp’s blood-covered watch and 
bracelet in a dresser drawer, along with his 
wallet and identification in another part of 
the apartment.

Franklin was initially arrested on charges 
of theft from a corpse and second-offense 
possession of THC and has remained in 
custody since.

Winnebago County Judge Michael 
Gibbs had earlier reduced Franklin’s cash 
bond from $500,000 to $35,000 but de-
nied a request to lower it further to a sig-
nature bond.

During that hearing, Franklin’s attorney, 
Danielle Gorsuch, cited her client’s seri-
ous health problems and the lack of a plea 
offer, arguing he had remained incarcer-
ated for an extended time without move-
ment in the case.

Assistant District Attorney Tracy Paider 
told the court that Rieskamp had been se-
verely beaten and was found with injuries 
so extensive “his face was not really able to 
be recognized.”

Paider said no plea offers had been 
made because prosecutors were awaiting 

DNA test results from the State Crime 
Laboratory — results she said would de-
termine whether homicide charges were 
appropriate.

A May 20 report from the crime lab 
showed DNA from a blood-covered 
brick found at the scene contained both 
Franklin’s and Rieskamp’s DNA. A red-
dish-brown stain on a shoe found in 
Franklin’s apartment was also tested and 
revealed a four-person mixture of DNA 
that included both men.

Franklin’s previous court proceedings 
will now be replaced by hearings related to 
the new homicide charge. He is due back 
in court June 9 for a preliminary hearing. 
If convicted of the first-degree intention-
al homicide charge, he faces a mandatory 
sentence of life in prison.

Neenah News

Rodney Franklin, charged last week with 
homicide, is shown leaving the courtroom 
following a hearing in March.

Do you love the
Neenah News?

Looking for ways to support
the work we do?

It’s easy!
Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their
ad in the Neenah News.
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA 
Come Worship With Us This Summer!

Thursdays at 6pm (thru Aug 28)
Sundays at 9am (thru Sep 7)

Pet Blessing Service - Aug 21 at 6pm
Free VBS August 3-7   5:30-8pm

(3yrs - 5th grade)

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

                                          
                                              Your Trusted Legal Professionals For Planning, Preserving& Protecting Your Legacytm 
 

 

Wills    <>    Trusts    <>    Estates    <>   Elder Law 
 

                                                         a better way – call today! 

                                                            920-558-9300  
                                                          www.theEstatePlanningGroup.com 

tion (EAA). When asked what drew him 
to Habitat, he said it’s important that the 
organization’s work means something. 

“And most of the people here at Habitat 
came to us for those same reasons: help-
ing others and making a difference. These 
are the things we care about.”

Using a sports analogy, he described the 
Habitat approach as “playing every game” 
— showing up ready to work every day, no 
matter the challenges. And lately, Cernjar 
said those challenges have been signifi-
cant, including supply chain issues and the 
uncertain landscape for nonprofits. 

“What’s really changed between pre-
COVID and today, is pricing and apprais-
als in real estate,” he said. 

In 2020, the average appraisal, which 
determines the mortgage amount for part-
ner families, was about $160,000. Today, 
those same homes are appraised at about 
$275,000. That jump in price means many 
families are being priced out of home 
ownership. 

Cernjar said Habitat continually looks 
for ways to reduce costs.

“Having a stable, safe place to live where 
residents can build some equity is one of 
the fast tracks out of poverty,” he added.

The Fox Cities affiliate’s journey began 
with rebuilding one house a year. Presi-
dent and CEO John Weyenberg has been 
part of the organization for nearly 30 
years, starting as the first employee.  Wey-
enberg brought on Jody Isom as volunteer 

services manager in 2000. 
“What you see in nonprofit work is peo-

ple who tend to wear many hats,” Cernjar 
said.

This year, Neenah is slated for four 
builds, including homes on Franklin Av-
enue, Wheeler Road, Winnebago Heights 
and another site that has not yet been 
named. The Neenah builds are part of a 
broader effort across Calumet, Winneba-
go, Outagamie and Waupaca counties.

There was a “Rock the Block” event 
in west Appleton last 
week, with addition-
al events planned this 
year in Chilton, Bril-
lion, New London, 
Seymour, Menasha 
and Neenah. 

Organizers are em-
phasizing community 
engagement by involv-
ing local businesses 

and their employees in volunteer efforts. 
This approach helps fill a gap created by 
the pandemic, which saw a lot of work 
move remote. 

Cernjar said culture and camaraderie 
among fellow employees isn’t what it used 
to be.

“This kind of volunteering builds team 
bonding, and you feel it,” he said. “Often-
times, you’re working alongside the family 
who is ultimately going to be in that home. 
They’re working with you, side by side. It’s 
a neat, unique opportunity for folks to ex-
perience.”

Habitat carefully matches build sites 
with families. A small, fenced lot on Main 

Street, bearing a Habitat sign, has sat va-
cant for some time, illustrating the chal-
lenge of using limited land. Cernjar sees 
unique parcels such as the Main Street lot 
as an opportunity. 

“I don’t know if (building a) tiny home 
is an answer, but it’s an example of coming 
up with something unique to fit a proper-
ty so it could work for a family, where they 
could manage the mortgage payment,” he 
said.

Land scarcity and cost are major hur-
dles. Historically, Habitat purchased infill 
lots — parcels less desirable to developers 
— in established subdivisions. Develop-
ers handled infrastructure, making these 
lots more accessible. Much of the land 
suitable for housing in Neenah, Menasha 
and Appleton, however, has already been 
claimed. 

“It’s challenging,” Cernjar said. “And 
we’re looking at different ways of ac-
quiring land because while we’re getting 
pinched on accessibility … the line of 
people needing our services is just getting 
longer.”  

Cernjar said Habitat is always looking 
for volunteers from organizations and the 
general public who want to make a differ-
ence. Although not everyone can swing a 
hammer, climb a ladder or afford to do-
nate, Cernjar said there are still other ways 
to help.

“We regularly have meal providers who 
bring a lunch or a snack for the crew,” 
Cernjar said. “We have office work for 
people who are computer savvy or want 
to lend a hand with some administrative 
help. For the person concerned about 
physical labor, rest assured that there are 
plenty of opportunities to be a part of it 
all. We’re trying to build 20 houses in a 
year. We will find something of value for 
you to do.”

Families interested in the Habitat home-

buyer program must meet eligibility crite-
ria, including credit, debt and budgeting 
requirements. Many have never owned 
a home or had a mortgage before, which 
can be overwhelming. To support them, 
Habitat has an “Almost Home” program 
focused on improving credit, budgeting 
skills and debt management — helping 
families prepare for homeownership. 

Looking ahead to this year’s builds, 
Cernjar is optimistic but realistic. 

“Most of our raw building materials are 
local, which helps to some extent,” he said. 

Barb Hall, director of finance, is preparing 
for uncertain economic conditions, includ-
ing tariffs and supply chain disruptions.

“We’re doing our best to plan and count-
er plan, but there are some unknowns that 
we’ll have to react to as we can,” Cernjar 
said.

Despite the challenges, Habitat’s staff 
and volunteers are committed to bringing 
more housing to the area. 

“Because affordable housing is such a 
hot button issue on all sides of the political 
spectrum, everybody is pretty eyes wide 
open,” Cernjar said. “In my lifetime, this is 
the worst this problem has ever been.”  

Cernjar is passionate about the people 
Habitat serves. 

“These people often get a bad rap and 
it’s unfounded,” he said. “We serve the 
people who continue to be there for the 
community. They’re essential workers, 
like bus drivers, nurses, office clerks and 
builders. In the end, we can’t have a soci-
ety without them.” 

He added that “a good, safe place to live 
that’s affordable … it’s everybody’s dream. 
So it’s good for you, better for your kids 
and best for the community. Everybody 
wins.”

For information on programs, dona-
tions or volunteer opportunities, visit fox-
citieshabitat.org.

Cernjar

Habitat’s focus
from Page 1

Photo from Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity

During a recent Rock the Block event in Appleton, volunteers assisted with gardening and other 
exterior home improvements.



 neenahnews.com x Page 7May 30, 2025

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

Regular Price

$14.99
SALE PRICE

$9.99

Multipurpose Backyard Mix

INDOOR & OUTDOOR
SELF-STORAGE

INDOOR/INDOOR/OUTDOOROUTDOOR

INDOOR/OUTDOOR

Are you looking for safe, affordable, and flexible storage 
close to home! Look no further than Copper Roof Storage 

for all your storage needs.

FENCED - GATED - WELL LIT - SECURITY CAMERAS

920-878-8300

• 24-hour gated access
• Great customer service
• Owner on site
• Check our website for Seasonal Promotions
• Online bill pay
• Variety of unit sizes available
• Immediate access w/online rentals
• ADA access 

GO TO COPPERROOFSTORAGE.COM TO BOOK YOUR SPACE
Located at 6239 Hidden Farm Ln, Neenah ( Behind the Green Bay Packer Bug off of 41)

repeatedly that I don’t get anxious or ner-
vous about going into it,” Benoit said. “I 
think it’s a valuable service to the com-
munity, and I think it’s a useful function 
of their tax dollars to have that as crime 
prevention and community education.”

Benoit’s entrance into law enforcement 
came later in life, though it was something 
he had always considered as a viable career 
choice.

“I didn’t start in law enforcement until I 
was 26 years old,” he said. “But it was always 
in the back of my mind as something I want-
ed to do.”

Having a family at such a young age forced 
Benoit to grow up, so he took a job that, 
while unfulfilling, supported his family.

“We had our first baby when I was 17, and 
we got married about a year after that,” he 
said. “Right after I turned 18, I got a job at 
a local factory. I still had thought about law 
enforcement. I mean, the mill job was a good 
paying job, but it wasn’t really what I always 
wanted to do. It was just something that I did 
out of necessity.”

Despite how taxing it would be, Benoit’s 
wife encouraged him to go to college to ul-
timately pursue a career in law enforcement. 
He says it was hard, but it likely led him to 
where he is today.

“I credit my wife because she was fully 
supportive of me going back to school,” he 
said. “I worked third shift at the mill, and 
then I would head up to Fox Valley Tech and 
have my classes for the day, then go home, 
sleep and go back to work. I’m glad I did it, 
but it was a tough thing, especially married 
with three kids at home.”

Being the community policing coordi-
nator is a full-time position for Benoit, yet 
he’s always willing to go above and beyond 
for his department, covering patrol shifts if 
needed.

“I also work extra shifts just on regular pa-
trols, so I still stay fresh with that,” he said. 
“If I work a patrol shift, that would be in ad-
dition to the 40 hours a week that I do this.”

Amy Wagner, the captain of operations 
for the Neenah police department, said that 
Benoit never shies away from helping out his 
fellow officers.

“He also will sign up for patrol overtime 
when we’ve been a little bit short-staffed 
here,” she said. “He will take patrol shifts, es-
pecially on the weekends, to help the patrol 
division out so they don’t get burnt out from 
their shifts.”

Wagner also said that Benoit’s willingness 
to lend a hand extends deep into the com-
munity.

“He is always willing to help out,” she said. 
“If he has the time, he’s there to help you. I 
don’t think he says no to extra projects or 
people.”

Interpersonal skills are a crucial asset to 
law enforcement, and Wagner said that Ben-
oit’s do not go unnoticed by herself or the 
Neenah police department.

“Joe doesn’t shy away from walking up 
to strangers on the street and having a con-
versation with them, which is a huge bonus 
for us,” she said. “Again, some officers aren’t 
comfortable doing that.”

Benoit’s younger sister, Lucy Stenner, says 
that he is approachable and is the picture of 
all that is good with law enforcement offi-
cers.

“He is like that spokesperson for all of the 
reasons why you would not be afraid of law 
enforcement,” she said. “And I think that Jo-
seph really is the epitome of that person to 
be out there and explain to the community 
how law enforcement is there to help and 
there to provide resources.”

Benoit’s rapport with people is certainly 
treasured and his consistently positive atti-
tude is appreciated by those he works with, 
according to Wagner.

“He’s always got a good attitude,” she said. 
“He’s always positive. That’s huge because 
this is a stressful job, and some people you 
can tell. They walk by and you can tell they 
had a bad day. Not Joe.”

Additionally, Wagner said that Benoit is 
a devoted family man but is able to keep his 
personal and professional lives separate.

“If he’s got problems at home, he does not 
bring it to work, not at all,” she said. “He’s got 
a big family. He has a lot going on, but you 
would never know that.”

Stenner also said while that separation 
has led to Benoit’s ability to do his job with 
ease, his personal life has given him the tools 
needed to succeed.

“He’s able to keep work and home sepa-
rate, but he uses all his experience from hav-
ing a family at a young age,” she said. “He has 
a lot of real life, hard experiences, and I think 
that makes him so compassionate in law en-
forcement.”

Being in law enforcement can often entail 
dealing with the same people over and over 
again, but the ultimate reward is immeasur-
able according to Benoit.

“I’ll tell you it doesn’t happen as often as 
some might think, or as often as some might 
hope, but when it does it’s very rewarding,” 
he said. “The old adage is we deal with 10% 
of the people 90% of the time. The highs are 
when you actually realize that you’ve been 
helpful to a situation or you’ve brought relief 
to a victim, where you have that rare oppor-
tunity that you can actually see your work as 
fruitful and accomplishing a positive good in 
the community.”

While she wasn’t very close to her brother 
in their younger years, Stenner said that she 
can see his growth and thinks that what he 
does is inspiring.

“I can’t imagine him doing anything 
else,” she said. “As cliché as it sounds, may-
be it was his life’s calling.”

Officer Joe
from Page 1

City Attorney David Rashid said at a Pub-
lic Services and Safety Committee meeting 
Tuesday that staff determined a resolution 
was the appropriate way to implement the 
DORA, adopting a similar approach to Os-
hkosh.

“We want to take baby steps,” he said. “We 
do it for one year only. Let’s then have a new 
resolution next year, see how it has gone — 
good and bad — and then we can make a 
new resolution next year.”

Neenah’s resolution also includes a re-
quirement that drinks must be sealed when 
leaving the establishment. Rashid said 
the tamper-evident seal requirement was 
brought to the city’s attention by the De-
partment of Revenue’s alcohol and tobacco 
division.

The DORA will begin at 210 Main St., 
near Gord’s Pub, continue along West Wis-
consin Avenue and end at Copperstill Bour-
bon Bar at 211 E. Wisconsin Ave. It will also 
start at Lion’s Tail Brewing Co., 116 S. Com-
mercial St., and conclude at the intersection 
of N. Commercial Street and Wisconsin Av-
enue.

The resolution allows alcohol to be car-
ried and consumed within the DORA, but 
limits consumption to sidewalks and other 
pedestrian areas not open to vehicle traffic 
— including crosswalks, pedestrian cross-
ings, Alta Alley and any public rights-of-way 
or streets temporarily closed for approved 
special events. That includes the Summer 
Kickoff Concert, CommunityFest and A 
Very Neenah Christmas.

Drinks sold for outdoor consumption 
must have an identifying sticker showing 
they were purchased at a licensed establish-
ment, served by a licensed bartender and 

that ID was properly verified.
DORA hours will be Wednesday through 

Saturday from noon to 10 p.m. — a 40-hour 
weekly window. That’s broader than Osh-
kosh’s 24-hour schedule, which runs from 5 
to 10 p.m. Wednesday through Friday and 1 
to 10 p.m. on Saturdays.

Alderman Cari Lendrum suggested start-
ing the DORA at 4 p.m. to avoid conflicts 
with family-friendly events like noon con-
certs, but the committee did not adopt her 
suggestion.

Future Neenah Executive Director Brent 
Bowman said the DORA is not just about 
alcohol consumption, but about creating 
a more engaging, economically vibrant 
downtown experience.

“It’s about creating a social environment 
to invite people to shop and explore,” he 
said.

Businesses that participate in the DORA 
by allowing outdoor alcohol consumption 
must obtain a permit and pay an annual ap-
plication fee of $350.

City Clerk Char Nagel said most bars 
and restaurants support the DORA, though 
one restaurant came forward in opposition, 
calling it a bad idea. Lee Hillstrom, a former 
long-time alderman, also submitted a letter 
opposing the DORA.

Concerns about the DORA becoming a 
“drunk fest” were mentioned multiple times 
during the meeting. Committee members 
noted the community’s history of respon-
sible behavior, past successful events and 
the DORA’s broader economic and social 
benefits.

“It’s more like treating everybody like 
adults and allowing them to have this casual 
environment that is going to be promoting 
businesses,” Alderman Brian Borchardt said.

The Common Council is expected to vote 
on the resolution establishing the DORA at 
its meeting Wednesday.

Drinking district
from Page 1
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REWARDS 
CHECKING 

Let Your Money Work For You! 
EARN 5% APY* ON THE FIRST $5,000 

Minimum requirements: 
• Sign up for home banking and e-statements 
• Receive a minimum of one direct 
deposit of $400 or more per month 

• Make a minimum of 12 debit transactions per month 

Join today and Open a Rewards Checking Account, 
and let small waves create big possibilities. 

P: 920.233.1140 I F: 920.426.1151 I www.ripplecu.org 
429 N. Sawyer St., Oshkosh, WI 54902 

June 2
Stitching Group 1 p.m.

June 3
Mah Jongg Meet Up 5:30 p.m.
Powered by Yarn 6:30 p.m.

June 5
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

June 9
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Short Story Night at Lion’s Tale 7 p.m.

June 10
Toddle Time Storytime *with ASL in-

terpretation* (ages 12-24 months) 9:15 
a.m.

Storytime for Everyone (all ages) 10 
a.m.

Adaptive Storytime (children of all 
ages) 10 a.m.

FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Special Program: Summer Library Pro-

gram Kick-Off 1:30 p.m.
Legal Assistance Clinic 4:30 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meet Up 5:30 p.m.
Special Program: Summer Library Pro-

gram Kick-Off 6 p.m.

June 11
Baby Time Storytime 9:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages) 10 

a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.

June 12
Fox Tales Storytime (all ages) 9:15 a.m.
Wee Read Storytime 10 a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

June 13
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.

June 16
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Memory Cafe: Fishing 1:30 p.m.
Not Quite Cozy Mystery Book Club 

6:30 p.m.
The Amazing World of Pollinators and 

Flowers 6:30 p.m.

June 17
Toddle Time Storytime *with ASL inter-

pretation* (ages 12-24 months) 9:15 a.m.
Storytime for Everyone (all ages) 10 

a.m.
Adaptive Storytime (children of all 

ages) 10 a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Family Program: Blast Off into Fun 

with EAA 1:30 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meet Up 5:30 p.m.
Cookbook Book Club 6:30 p.m.

June 18
Baby Time Storytime 9:15 a.m.

Bibliocycle @ the Neenah Pool 9:30 
a.m.

Musical Movers Storytime (all ages) 10 
a.m.

FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Library Board Meeting 4 p.m.
Bibliocycle @ the Primrose Apartments 

5 p.m.

June 19
Fox Tales Storytime (all ages) 9:15 a.m.
Wee Read Storytime 10 a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

June 20
Sunrise Yoga 6:30 a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.

June 21
Tween Craft: Clay Animal Keychains 

10 a.m.

June 23
Monday Morning Book Klatch 10 a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.

June 24
Toddle Time Storytime *with ASL in-

terpretation* (ages 12-24 months) 9:15 
a.m.

Storytime for Everyone (all ages) 10 
a.m.

Adaptive Storytime (children of all 
ages) 10 a.m.

FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Family Program: Sensory Exploration 

1:30 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meet Up 5:30 p.m.
Strolling Photo Workshop with Photo 

Opp 6 p.m.
Movie Talks: Discussion of the Charac-

ter, “James Bond” 6:30 p.m.

June 25
Baby Time Storytime 9:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages) 10 

a.m.
Bibliocycle @ the Neenah Pool 10:30 

a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Bibliocycle @ the Primrose Apartments 

5 p.m.

June 26
Fox Tales Storytime (all ages) 9:15 a.m.
Wee Read Storytime 10 a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.
Open Chess 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam 6 p.m.

June 27
Sunrise Yoga 6:30 a.m.
FREE Summer Lunches 11:30 a.m.

June 28
Repair Cafe Fox Valley 11 a.m.

Public library calendar

Neenah News

Memorial Day procession
The annual Memorial Day celebration put on by Twin Cities veterans’ organizations, 
which include Neenah American Legion Post 33, Menasha American Legion Post 
152, Menasha VFW Post 2126, and the cities of Neenah, Menasha and Village of 
Fox Crossing, was held Monday. The event included a procession that went through 
parts of Menasha and Neenah before the celebration moved to Oak Hill Cemetery in 
Neenah for military honors.

Neenah High School presents  
senior academics, athletics awards 
Neenah News

Neenah High School’s top senior stu-
dents in academics, fine arts and athlet-
ics were honored May 21 as senior class 
award recipients for the class of 2025.

Carl Hein was awarded the Outstanding 
Math Student award, while Wendy Ni and 
Abigail Matson shared the Outstanding 
Science Student award. Kale Hildebrandt 
earned the Outstanding Social Studies 
Student award and Carter Epley received 
the Outstanding English Student award.

In world languages, Carson Verhagen re-
ceived top French student honors, Logan 
Balensiefen was the top Chinese student 
and Alex Alatorre won top Spanish student 
honors. The Outstanding Technology and 
Engineering student was Sawyer Ollanketo 
and the Outstanding Automotive Technol-
ogy Student was Braeden Ross.

Outstanding Family and Consumer 
Science Student awards went to Brianna 
Ankerson, Madalyn Vandenberg, Karac 
Nutile, Madeline Delene and Jordan Bar-
kovich. Outstanding Art Student awards 
went to Hein, Matson, Anastasia Basler, 
Violet Megale, Jayden Nau, Mu Nay Paw 
and Trystan Witt.

In music, Rebecca Konkle received the 
John Philip Sousa Outstanding Senior 
Band Student award and Aidan Lish-
ner won the Louis Armstrong Jazz Band 
award. Harmon Posegate claimed the 
National Orchestra award and Jake Mach-

acek won the National Choral award. 
Drew Benthein was named the Neenah 
Community Band outstanding senior and 
Maria Dums received the Semper Fidelis 
Marine Corps Band award.

In athletics, Luke Jung was named Male 
Athlete of the Year and Mazie Olkowski 
was named the Female Athlete of the Year. 
Awards recognizing spirit and competi-
tion were presented to Jillian Matheny, 
who won the Kim Dodge Spirit award, 
and Braedy Klawikowski, who won the 
Jerry Gollnick award.

Awards presented to athletes for aca-
demic success, character and leadership 
went to Julia Rangel, who won the Connie 
Lambert-Jan Wisehart Trophy and Alex 
Alatorre, who won the Marlon Batterman 
Trophy. 

The Mel Northway awards for hard 
work and dedication to their teams went 
to Isabella Schoonover for girls and An-
drew Carlson for boys. Grant Dean, Jacob 
Herm and Drew Gaerthofner were pre-
sented with special recognition for their 
athletic careers that included school re-
cords and individual state titles.

Matheny and Alatorre were recognized 
for their nomination as WIAA Scholar 
Athletes. Seven students were honored as 
letterwinners in three WIAA sports: Ala-
torre, Jung, Rangel, Savannah Blocksom, 
Seth Johnson, Max de Montigny and Ry-
lan Mendoza.

Author hopes to help others after cancer diagnosis
Neenah News

After being diagnosed with two differ-
ent types of breast cancer in 2018, Jeanne 
Gehrke is helping others to understand 
various treatment options. 

Gehrke a year later wrote a book “Fight-
ing Breast Cancer: Navigating Natural 
Remedies Combined With Chemothera-
py.” She wants to help those who were in 
her same or similar situation to find nat-
ural health solutions that could be paired 
with western medicine.

Gehrke will be signing copies of the 
book from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sat-
urday at Lyons Books, 127 W. Wisconsin 
Ave. in Neenah. The book is also available 
on Amazon.

“Knowledge is power, and I believe ev-
eryone should be given the opportunity to 
make informed decisions when it comes 
to their health care,” she said. “My vision 
is to change health protocols in the Unit-
ed States and to empower individuals and 
families with natural health solutions.”  
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Hiring Caring People 
JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS 

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benefits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767 

senior sbticleTM 
Home Care 

112 Langley Blvd, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

New Location, Same Trusted Service! fresh.
clean.
delivered.
400 N Richmond St. Ste D Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 573-6629 | www.thelaundrygal.com
www.facebook.com/thelaundrygalwi

Prep sports roundup
TRACK AND FIELD

Neenah girls dominate 
regional meet

The Rockets powerhouse girls track 
team was on full display at the WIAA 
Division 1 regional meet in Beaver Dam 
on Tuesday night, claiming the regional 
crown with a whopping 220 points. Osh-
kosh West had the next highest team total 
with 107 points. 

The top four finishers at the regional 
meet advance to Friday’s sectional meet, 
which will be held at Neenah.

Celia Gentile led the way for the Rock-
ets earning three individual titles, while 
also anchoring a relay win. The sopho-
more finished first in the 100 meters, long 
jump and triple jump, while joining Brynn 
Fox, Kobi Meyer and Julia Rangel on the 
winning 400-meter relay team.

Mazie Olkowski dominated the dis-
tance events at the meet, winning both 
the 1,600 meters and 3,200 meters, while 
Emma Severson captured both the shot 
put and discus titles in her first regional 
meet. 

Neenah also got individual wins from 
Elsa Gruber in the 800 meters and Aubrey 
Murwar in the high jump. 

Advancing to sectionals with sec-
ond-place finishes were Izzy Malloy in the 
800 meters, Natalie Schultz in the 1,600 
meters, Kate Lenninger in the high jump 
and Nadia Marchionda in the long jump. 

Adding third places were Fox in the 100 
meters, Payton Schaefer in the 400 me-
ters, Eme Olkowski in the 3,200 meters 
and Madeline Delene in the discus, while 
taking fourth were Gabriella Motto in the 
400 meters, Lexi Davis in the shot put and 
Lani Storm in the pole vault. 

The Rockets also advanced all four re-
lays to the sectional meet, with three of 
them posting first-place finishes on Tues-
day. In addition to the 400-meter relay’s 
win, the foursome of Janae Rodriguez, 
Molly Snider, Meyer and Rangel won the 
800-meter relay, while Malloy, Natalie 
Willes, Anna Benthein and Gruber fin-
ished first in the 3,200-meter relay. 

Neenah also finished second in the 
1,600-meter relay with a team of Rangel, 
Elsa Weiland, Snider and Schaefer.

The Neenah boys finished third in the 
final team standings with 105 points. The 
Rockets finished behind only Sheboygan 

North (126) and Oshkosh West (120.5). 
Four individuals posted second-place 

finishes to lead the way as Finn Lettau in 
the 3,200 meters, Ben Donaldson in the 
300-meter hurdles, Will Kirkman in the 
shot put and Luke Jung in the discus were 
each runner-up in their events. 

Aidan Apa added a third place in the 
1,600 meters, while Elijah Kaul in the 100 
meters, Nathan Johnon in the 800 meters, 
Nate Kramp in the shot put and Jameson 
Oldenburg in the discus each finished in 
fourth place. 

The Rockets also had three relays ad-
vance to sectionals with the 800-meter 
relay team of Kaul, Jung, Matthew Mach-
acek and Rylan Mendoza leading the way 
with a second place.

Donaldson, Machacek, Mendoza 
and Ayden Weisbrod were fourth in the 
1,600-meter relay, while Apa, Drew Sa-
batka, Jace Ostermeier and Johnson were 
fourth in the 3,200-meter relay. 

St. Mary Catholic girls 
edge Shiocton for title

Nolie Anderson won a pair of events to 
help the Zephyrs win the WIAA Division 
3 regional title at Tuesday’s meet, finishing 
less than two points ahead of runner-up 
Shiocton. 

Anderson won the shot put title by 
more than a foot and was almost 12 feet 
ahead of the runner-up in placing first in 
the discus. 

Madeline Weninger also added an indi-
vidual win in the pole vault, while the four-
some of Lauren Ripley, Audrey Wanless, 
Claire Higgins and Maria Marti finished 
first in the 3,200-meter relay – winning 
the title by nearly 1-minute, 20-seconds. 

Ellie Davel and Moorea Steckling fin-
ished second and third, respectively, in 
both hurdle events, while Ripley added a 
second place in the 800 meters. 

Kate Nackers in the 200 meters and 
Daphne Dwyer in the 400 meters were 
each third, while Marissa Hahn in the dis-
cus and Halle Janssen in the triple jump 
each placed fourth. 

St. Mary Catholic also added a second 
place in the 1,600-meter relay with a team 
of Higgins, Marti, Ripley and Wanless, 
while the foursome of Mina Jackson, Na-
ckers, Lucy Norville and Adel Schneider 
was third in the 400-meter relay.

The St. Mary Catholic boys were led by 

Nathan Seiske and Ethan Auer, who fin-
ished third and fourth, respectively, in the 
800 meters, while Isaiah Hennessy was 
third in the shot put. 

St. Mary Catholic, which finished 
eighth in the team standings, also added a 
fourth in the 400-meter relay with a team 
of Maddox Dwyer, Jacob Hall, Brenden 
Huelsbeck and Carlos Verhoff. 
TENNIS

Rockets breeze through 
sub-sectional tourney

Neenah went undefeated and did not 
drop a set in advancing all seven flights to the 
sectional meet at Tuesday’s WIAA Division 
1 sub-sectional hosted by Oshkosh North.

Rockets all won six matches on the day, 
with No. 1 singles player Carl Hein ad-
vancing to sectionals with a bye. 

All four singles players for Neenah had 
first-round byes, while the three Rockets 
other than Hein had to win a match to ad-
vance. 

Hunter Brown dropped only one game 
in beating Ethan Pagel of Fond du Lac at 
No. 2 singles, while at No. 3 singles Josh 
Youngwerth topped Oshkosh West’s 
Quenten Prickett, 6-0, 6-4. At No. 4 sin-
gles Seth Vickman scored a 6-0, 6-2 win 
over Appleton East’s Ben Salvo to advance. 

Andrew Werner and Brady Lawatsch 
posted a perfect 6-0, 6-0 win over Me-
nasha’s Henry Gugala-Reinders and Leo 
Brown at No. 1 doubles in their only 
match of the day. 

Luke Grassl and Henry Farrell had a 
first-round bye at No. 2 doubles before 
topping Oshkosh North’s Payton Rock-
teschel and Quasi Alqawasmi, 6-0, 6-2. At 
No. 3 doubles, the Rockets’ Joe Schultz 

and Harrison Tanger opened with a bye 
and then beat Logan Clark and Jaden Gas-
kell of Fond du Lac, 6-1, 6-1.

Zephyrs advance seven 
flights to sectionals

St. Mary Catholic’s three doubles teams 
did not drop a game to lead the Zephyrs at 
Tuesday’s WIAA Division 2 sub-sectional. 

All three doubles teams earned a bye in 
the first round, meaning the No. 1 flight 
of Harry Bergstrom and Aiden Tines ad-
vanced without having to play a match. 
John Osland and Sean Osland at No. 2 
doubles breezed past Owen McGreevey 
and Keaton McKinley of Xavier 6-0, 6-0, 
while the pairing of Dan Harness and 
Dominic Todd topped Isaac Mettelmann 
and Jaden Tapelt of Xavier, 6-0, 6-0, at the 
No. 3 flight. 

Zach Beyer won a pair of matches to ad-
vance at No. 3 singles, beating St. Mary’s 
Springs Reo Huh 6-0, 6-0 in the first round 
before a 6-4, 6-4 win over Zach Zimpel in 
his second match. 

Nicholas Miller at No. 2 singles and Gabe 
Groom at No. 4 singles each had to win just 
one match to advance after earning first-
round byes. Miller beat Valley Christian’s 
Ethan Millar 6-3, 6-4, while Groom topped 
Xavier’s Graham Wall, 6-1, 6-2. 

The Zephyrs’ No. 1 singles player Wes-
ley Auth advanced to sectionals with a bye 
in his only match. 

Rockets’ reign over  
FVA continues

Neenah boys added to their impressive 
streak of conference championships last 

See Prep roundup on Page 10

Valley's 
Best Patio 

Opens 
Monday 
May 5th!

Weekly 
Specials
Monday - Kids Eat Free

Tuesday - $9 Burger

Wednesday - $2 Off 
Flatbreads

Thursday - $2 of 
Quesadillas

Friday - $10 Fish

Saturday - Prime Rib

Sunday - Corned Beef
1010 Cameron Way, Neenah

920.725.1010
Batleysgrillandbar.com
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INSECT CONTROL

D.J.’S INSECT CONTRRRT OL

David Girard Owner/Operator

(920) 716-4349
Serving the FoxValley
Licensed and Insured

Japanese Beetles • Flies
Fleas • Bees • Ants
Box Elders • Spiders, Etc.
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UNSECURED WORKING CAPITALUNSECURED WORKING CAPITAL

week, crowning four flight champions in 
rolling to their 25th straight Fox Valley 
Association title. 

The Rockets have won the conference 
title outright every year since 2005 – the 
season was cancelled in 2020 – while win-
ning at least a share of the title every year 
since 2000. Since 1979, only three teams 
have won outright FVA titles – Appleton 
East in 1984, Oshkosh West in 1999 and 
Neenah, which has won 41 outright titles 
and shared the crown three times in that 
span. 

Carl Hein did not drop a game in win-
ning his first two matches at No. 1 singles 
and then topped Appleton West’s Truman 
Vogel, 6-2, 6-3 in the title match. Hunter 
Brown dropped only three games in ad-
vancing to the final at No. 2 singles where 
he upended top-seeded Cale Vogel of Ap-
pleton West, 6-4, 6-0, to claim the title. 

At No. 3 singles, Josh Youngwerth upset 
top seeded Andrew Nhan of Kimberly in 
three sets in the semifinals and then edged 
No. 2 seed Kallum Larson-Poeschel of Os-
hkosh Nortm 6-2, 7-6 in the title match.

Luke Grassl and Henry Farrell picked 
up the Rockets remaining title, winning 
three-set matches in the semifinals and 
finals to claim the crown, beating Hunter 
Holschuh and Jackson Lawson of Kimber-
ly in the title match, 2-6, 7-5, 10-5.

Seth Vickman lost a three-set heart-
breaker in the title match at No. 4 singles 
to take second, while Joe Schultz and Har-

rison Tanger added a second place at No. 
3 doubles.

Andrew Werner and Brady Lawatsch 
added a third place at No. 1 singles.
GOLF

Neenah golfers  
headed to sectionals

The Rockets carded a team score of 317 
to finish comfortably in fourth place at the 
WIAA Division 1 regional meet at Lake 
Breeze Golf Course on Tuesday. 

Neenah came in 11 shots ahead of fifth-
place Oshkosh North, placing fourth be-
hind Winneconne (302), Slinger (302) 
and Fond du Lac (303). The finish will ad-
vance Neenah to the sectional meet next 
Wednesday at Old Hickory Golf Course 
in Beaver Dam. 

Henry Gretebeck and Ryan Geary led 
the Rockets, tying for ninth place overall 
after posting rounds of 77. 

Mason Peitersen was the next Neenah 
golfer to finish posting a score of 81, while 
Cartyr Simonson and Carson Seitz each 
added rounds of 82.

St. Mary Catholic  
captures regional title

The Zephyrs had all five golfers place in 
the top 13 as they captured the WIAA Di-
vision 3 regional title at Thornberry Creek 
Golf Course on Tuesday. 

St. Mary Catholic finished with a score 
of 351, seven shots ahead of runner-up 
Bonduel. The Zephyrs advance to next 
Tuesday’s sectional meet at Golden Sands 
Golf Club. 

Charlie Whaley finished in a three-way 
tie for the low individual score of the tour-
nament with an 81. Whaley finished tied 
with Jaxon Bogacz and Colin Fischer of 
Bonduel. 

Wyatt Birling finished tied for sixth with 
an 87, followed by Brady DeLeeuw, who 
finished 10th with a 90. Rounding out 
the golfers for the Zephyrs were Mason 
Uhlenbrauck with a 93 and Alexander 
Klinkhammer with a 94.

Rockets tie for second 
place at FVA meet

Cartyr Simonson tied for third place 
overall and Neenah finished tied for sec-
ond as a team at the Fox Valley Associa-
tion meet held at Chaska Golf Course last 
Friday. 

The Rockets posted a team score of 319 
to finish in a tie with Fond du Lac, three 
shots ahead of Kaukauna and four ahead 
of Appleton East. Kimberly won the team 
title with a 312.

Simonson paced the Rockets with a 
round of 75, five shots behind medalist 
Owen Lutes of Kaukauna. 

Mason Peitersen joined Simonson in 
the top 10, tying for ninth place with a 
round of 79. Carson Seitz added an 81 
and Ryan Geary finished with an 84 for 
the Rockets. 
SOFTBALL

Zephyrs knocked out of 
WIAA Tournament

St. Mary Catholic took the early lead 
against Algoma but the Wolves plated 

four runs in the third inning and went 
on to hand the Zephyrs a 5-1 loss in a 
WIAA Division 3 regional semifinal on 
Tuesday. 

Scarlett Reichenbacher scored in the 
top of the first for the Zephyrs’ lone run 
with Emily Vogel picking up the RBI. Jay-
lyn Akey, Paxtyn Trinkner and Addison 
Moder also had hits in the game for St. 
Mary Catholic.

The Zephyrs reached the regional semi-
final with a 12-2 win over Gibraltar/Wash-
ington Island, scoring nine runs in the first 
two innings en route to the win. 

Vogel finished 2-for-3 with a home run, 
two RBIs and scored three runs to lead the 
offense. Reichenbacher also chipped in a 
pair of hits, while Samantha Weiss scored 
three times and drove in a pair of runs. 

Gabby Guerrero struck out eight in five 
innings, while allowing just five hits to get 
the win for the Zephyrs.

Rockets split pair to cap 
regular season

Neenah played a pair of games at two 
different sites last Thursday, beating Ap-
pleton North 5-0 on the road before fall-
ing to Fond du Lac, 4-2, at home to finish 
off the regular season. 

The Rockets finished in second place 
in the Fox Valley Association with a 14-4 
conference record. Powerhouse Kaukau-
na again won the league title with a perfect 
18-0 mark. 

In the win over the Lightning, the 
Rockets scored all five runs in the eighth 

Prep roundup
from Page 9

See Prep roundup on Page 11

Neenah News  
Subscribers & Members 

Reserved tickets will be held up
to 1 week prior to concert date before being released to wait list. 
Must be a current subscriber or member on June 4, 2025.

Visit us at 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. Suite 090B
Mon.-Fri. 10am-2pm or call 920-486-1616
to reserve your tickets. 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

Grab your pair of VIP tickets to an upcoming Waterfest concert today 
As our thank you for your support of your community newspaper.
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Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

2005 Stirling C13 Cat 10 speed wet kit 
400K miles, no rust, full lockers $26,500. 
2008 Chev 2500 Durmax 9 Service Body/ 

Very nice $6450. 2008 Toyota Tundra 
4x4 Big 4 door cab from SC $9950. 2006 
Dodge Daykota like new $15000. 1997 

Dodge ½ ton 4x4 reg cab, like new, 
$98501. 1997 Ford with 19’Jerrdan Roll 

Back 120K miles $18,850. 1997 Chev 
1ton dually 454 Enger, 120k miles like 

new, never used in winter, $12500. 
920-878-0005 

D520 3P Power steering $3450. JD4250 
Cab Duel PTO’s Duel Hyds 8K hrs. 

$26,500,Payl Loader JD544H 6K Hrs. 
Imulate $54500. 920-878-0005, no 

answer, try again. 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf 
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 

Leaf Filter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & 

Military Discounts. Call 1-877-920-3533 

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty Roofs, Metal 
Buildings Free Est. 608-221-3510 or 

414-369-7263 

King Charles Cavalier Pups. Born 3-26. 
Registered, Vet checked, shots and 
dewormed. $800 call 715-644-5726 

Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material -steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer -up to 

50% off installation + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health workers 

& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-877-845-6606

Snow pusher JD544 H QT$1950, Doser 
Blade fits Cat Pay Loader $2450. 10’ 
snow pusher skid steer, $1650, Disc 

bines Gehl 2412 10’cut $8950. JD 956 
12” cut rubber rolls $8950. Brillion 26’ 
with leveling drag $975, Tralet 2 horse 

$1950. Gehl  72 Gr. Chopper $1850. 
920-878-0005 

6 Family Garage Sale: Today and tomorrow 
9-3 pm. 1133 Congress Street. Holiday 

decor, books for kids and cooks, clothes baby 
through adult XL. Shoes and household 
items. Things you didn’t even know you 

needed. Scrapbooking supplies, jewelry, hats, 
scarves, and more.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 

carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-748-6332

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package, 

$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-844-724-

0738

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 

who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 

today!  1-877-831-0499

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive 

a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-844-406-2647 today! 

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-

294-2679 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move

For Sale

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Retiring Soon? 
Need help understanding your Medicare Health Plan Options?

Perhaps you’d like to retire early and are concerned 
about “bridging the healthcare gap” to Medicare.

Reach out today, chances are we’ve helped someone you know!

923 S. Main St, Oshkosh         920-966-0416
Jirschele Insurance 

An Independent Agency Since 2008 
“We Still Make House Calls”

inning after the game was scoreless in 
regulation. 

Kayleigh Johnson had a double and 
two RBIs in the eighth inning to highlight 
the outburst, while Carson Harwood fin-
ished with a pair of hits in the game for the 
Rockets. 

Kyleigh Mathe allowed just two hits and 
one walk in eight innings, while striking 
out 10 to earn the win. 

The Rockets rallied for two runs in the 
bottom of the seventh against the Cardi-
nals but couldn’t complete the comeback 
in the loss. 

Mathe and Jillian Matheny each fin-
ished with two hits in the game, while 
Mathe also picked up an RBI. 

Taytum West took the loss for the Rock-
ets despite striking out nine and allowing 
just five hits.  
SOCCER

Neenah ends regular  
season on win streak

The Rockets closed out the regular sea-
son with wins over Oshkosh West and Ap-
pleton West to finish the season on a five-
match winning streak. 

Neenah will play at Sussex Hamilton in 
the first round of the WIAA Tournament 
on Tuesday. 

The Rockets scored three second-half 
goals in the 3-1 win over the Terrors. Mad-
die Schoonover broke the scoreless tie off 

an assist from Lily Romjue, while Hannah 
Henry intercepted a clearing attempt and 
drilled a 30-yard shot into the net for a 2-0 
lead.

Appleton West answered shortly after 
to pull back within one, before Neenah 
sealed the win in the 69th minute when 
Annabelle Perry ran on to a long ball from 
Henry and scored. 

Perry scored about a minute into the 
match against Oshkosh West and the 
Rockets led 1-0 the rest of the first half. JB 
Kennedy assisted on the tally. 

The Wildcats pulled even about five 
minutes into the second before Mia Was-
co took a feed from Romjue and scored in 
the 59th minute to put the Rockets ahead 
for good. 

The Rockets then added an insurance 
goal with less than 10 minutes to go on 
an attack built through the midfield. Riley 
Acker took a thrown in and fed Mea Jones, 
who connected with Wasco making a run 
into the penalty area. Wasco then slipped 
a pass to Lily Kane who found the back of 
the net. 

Eleanor Wild earned the goal in net 
with five saves.

Zephyrs fall in  
nonconference match

St. Mary Catholic dropped a 1-0 de-
cision to Luxemburg-Casco to end the 
team’s regular season. 

The Zephyrs will face Providence 
Academy/Green Bay NEW Lutheran 
in a WIAA Division 4 regional game on 
Thursday.

BASEBALL

Neenah drops close  
contest to Lightning

The Rockets took a three-run lead in 
the top of the sixth only to see Appleton 
North rally for five runs in the bottom of 
the inning to hand Neenah a 6-4 loss in a 
Fox Valley Association game on Tuesday. 

Cal Juckem finished 2-for-3 for the 
Rockets, who totaled just four hits in the 
game. Mack Krause and Ethan Hellen-
green each drove in runs. 

On Saturday, the Rockets dropped a 
pair of close games to DC Everest losing 
by scores of 2-0 and 3-1. 

Neenah pounded out eight hits in the 
first game, with Sam Printz, Jack Weinhol-
zer and Jonah Rittner each finishing with 
two hits but left six runners on base in get-
ting shut out. 

Three Neenah pitchers allowed just 
three hits and didn’t surrender an earned 
run in the game. 

The second game saw Neenah take a 1-0 
lead in the third inning but the Evergreens 
scored three runs in the fifth to earn the 
win. 

Neenah dropped an FVA game to Kau-
kauna, 6-2, on Friday as the Ghosts plat-
ed six unearned runs in the fifth inning to 
earn the win. 

Printz finished 2-for-3 with an RBI, 
while Juckem fanned six in seven innings 
but took the loss. 

Zephyrs blanked by  
Manitowoc Lutheran

St. Mary Catholic dropped a Big East 
North game, 2-0, to Manitowoc Lutheran 
on Friday.
GIRLS LACROSSE

Rockets rally  
to beat Wausau

Neenah scored three goals in the fourth 
quarter to pull out an 8-7 win over the 
Wausau Wolfpack last week. 

Savannah Blocksom led the Neenah at-
tack with three goals, while Ellery Marsh 
chipped in two tallies. 

Ellie Hammerschmidt, Izzy Ricketts 
and Rae Schoultz also scored in the game 
for the Rockets. 

Elliott Pershing finished with four saves 
in goal for the Rockets.

Everyone deserves to 
have their story told.

Sharing someone’s life story in 
a newspaper obituary is one of 
the most important ways we 
find meaning in their passing. 

Publish your loved one’s obituary in our 
community newspapers and it will be 
included in the online obituary network, 
www.Legacy.com, at no charge for you to 
share with loved ones near and far. 

To place an obituary submit through Your Funeral Director 
Or obits@oshkoshherald.com, obits@neenahnews.com or 
customerservice@winneconnenews.com or call 920-385-4512

Prep roundup
from Page 10
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Write about one of your 
special memories.

A Special 
Memory

A Powerful Monument

With crayons and paper, make rubbings of 
di�erent surfaces around your home. Place the 
paper over the surface, and use the side of the 

crayon to make each rubbing.

Maya Lin’s Unique Memorial Design

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 26
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

A memorial ______________ 
by a young college student 
named Maya Lin was chosen. 
Her design was _________ 
any other memorial in 
America. And at first, many 
people didn’t like it because it 
looked so _____________.

Maya Lin’s design was two 
long black granite _________ 
that formed a V shape. On the 
shiny and smooth __________ 
of the wall are the __________ 
of more than 58,000 soldiers 
who died or went missing in 
the Vietnam War.

In 1980, a search began for an artist to design a special monument to honor 
the members of the military who died fighting in the Vietnam War. A contest 

was announced, and artists from coast to coast sent in designs.

Look through the 
newspaper for 
some symbols 
that represent 

our country. How 
many can you find?
Standards Link: Civics: Know 

how various symbols depict 
Americans’ shared values.

Symbols of 
Our Country

Read About Maya Lin

Learn more about the 
artist who created the 
Vietnam War memorial.

Read about her curiosity about light and lines and how that led 
to her famous, groundbreaking sculpture.

Visit your local library to find this book. Your friendly librarian 
can help!

Maya Lin: 
Artist-Architect 
of Light and Lines
By Jeanne Walker Harvey

Department of the Air Force

United States Coast Guard

Department of the Navy

25 =

32 =

27 =

United States Space Force

Do the math to discover which emblem represents each branch of the 
U.S. military.

Department of the Army

United States Marine Corps

24 =

35 =

29 =

In the United States, the last Monday 
in May every year is Memorial Day. 
It’s a special day for us to remember 

those who died while serving 
our nation in the military 

and keeping us safe.

In 1984, a statue called Three 
Servicemen was added near the 

wall. The metal statue was 
designed by Frederick Hart and 
honors those who fought and 

returned from the Vietnam War.

The Vietnam Women’s Memorial, 
added in 1993, is a sculpture of 
three servicewomen caring for a 
wounded soldier. Artist Glenna 
Goodacre said that the soldier in 
the sculpture is saved by these 

brave women.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial opened in 
1982. Visitors to the monument soon realized 
how powerful and special Maya Lin’s design 
was, and each year about 5 million people 
visit it. Visitors often leave photos, flowers, 
flags, and military items at the wall in honor 
of a soldier they knew.

Many people use paper and crayons to make 
a rubbing of a friend or loved one’s name as 
a keepsake of the memorial.
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Thank you for supporting local news!
 Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper: Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper:
• • Stay Connected to Local News and Events:Stay Connected to Local News and Events: Local newspapers provide coverage of community-specific 

news, events, and issues that larger media outlets often overlook, keeping you informed about what’s 
happening in your area.

• • Support Local Journalism:Support Local Journalism: By supporting Neenah News with a membership you help sustain 
independent journalism that holds local governments, businesses, and organizations accountable.

• • Promote Local Businesses:Promote Local Businesses: Community newspapers often feature advertisements, profiles, and stories 
about local businesses, fostering a stronger local economy and encouraging residents to shop 
locally.

• • Preserve Local Culture and Voices:Preserve Local Culture and Voices: Local newspapers highlight community stories, achievements, 
traditions, and unique perspectives that contribute to the area’s identity and cultural heritage.

• • Build a Sense of Community:Build a Sense of Community: Supporting your local newspaper strengthens community ties by 
providing a platform for discussion, celebrating shared successes, and addressing collective 
challenges.

Join online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/, calling 920-486-1616
or stopping at or mailing a $50 annual membership to Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. #090B, Neenah WI 54956


