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County explores central facilities plan for services
Early proposals seek 
better public access 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Winnebago County is considering a 
space needs study and facility master plan 
that could centralize county services on a 
single campus, potentially saving millions 
in long-term maintenance costs while im-
proving efficiency.

The county has about 1,000 employees 
who work out of more than 138 buildings. 
Money from the county’s Spirit Fund to 
evaluate the buildings was approved 

by the County Board of Supervisors in 
2023 and 2024, including $300,000 for 
a countywide building condition assess-
ment study and another $300,000 for a 
comprehensive space needs assessment 
and facility master plan.

County executive assistant Ethan Hol-
lenberger said that over the past several 
years the county has been embarking on 
building maintenance best practice plan-
ning, starting with the facilities condition 
assessment. 

“That report and long-term capital 
planning tool assessed the conditions 
of our buildings and key mechanicals in 
each facility,” he said. “This did not take 

into account whether or not the buildings 
were configured to provide the highest 
use for our county clients.” 

With the information from the facilities 
condition assessment, Hollenberger said 
the county started the space use and mas-
ter planning process. Venture Architects 
was selected to complete the assessment 
and plan, which kicked off in December. 

In January, all county department heads 
met with the architects to talk about 
needs, which revealed varying space re-
quirements, with some departments ex-
periencing significant growth projections. 
Human Services, for example, anticipates 
a potential 25% staffing increase over the 

next decade.
A discussion on the options for coun-

ty buildings at a committee meeting last 
week was part of the planning process to 
work toward a draft study and master plan 
for presentation to the full board. 

Currently, county services are spread 
across multiple aging buildings in Osh-
kosh and Neenah with significant infra-
structure challenges. 

“Conceptually, the architects provid-
ed addition needs if the county were to 
remodel current facilities,” Hollenberger 
said. “They also looked at what the space 

See County facilities on Page 7

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum photo

Young artists at work
Children take part in Spring Break Art Camp last Friday at the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass where they created  
art projects that included fusing and painting on glass. Summer art camps are available for ages 5-7, 8-11 and 12-15 at the 
museum. For more information go to bmmglass.com/product-category/classes/art-camps.

Voters select new county executive
Hintz defeats Doemel 
for leadership position
Neenah News

Winnebago County voters chose for-
mer Assembly representative Gordon 
Hintz over incumbent Jon Doemel for 
the county executive position in Tues-
day’s election that also elected Judge Su-
san Crawford to the Wisconsin Supreme 

Court and Jill Underly to continue as state 
superintendent of schools. 

Hintz had 30,832 votes compared with 
27,374 for Doemel in unofficial results to 
win the four-year term as the county’s top 
administrator, a position Doemel has held 
since 2021. 

Hintz thanked county voters for their 
support and said he was ready to get to 
work.

“We ran a strong campaign and worked 

hard to engage voters throughout the 
county and I hope to take that same ap-
proach when in office,” he stated on social 
media. “I want to thank Jon Doemel for 
his service and look forward to working 
with him on the transition.”

Doemel, whose last day in the office will 
be next Monday, said in an online video 
post that serving county residents for the 

See Spring election on Page 7
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

 

Friday, April 4
First Friday Concert Series: Steven 

Paul Spears and Linda Sparks, 2 p.m., 
Neenah Public Library

Marty Robinson Trio, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 
1350 W. American Drive

Saturday, April 5
Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass
Remember & Rejoice, 12:30 p.m., St. 

Gabriel Parish, 900 Geiger St.
The Rocke Brothers, 6:30 p.m., Faith 

Global Methodist Church, 1025 Tullar 
Road

Sunday, April 6
Lawrence University Piano Jazz Trio, 

2 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Monday, April 7
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m., Cranky 

Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Friday, April 11
Booras, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 1350 W. Amer-

ican Drive

Saturday, April 12
Neenah Lions Club Super Spring 

Sale, 9 a.m., The Dome, 1338 S. Com-
mercial Ave.

Sunday, April 13
Palm Sunday Donkey Walk and Pan-

cake Breakfast, 8:30 a.m., Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, 809 S. Commercial St.

Lawrence University Piano Jazz Trio, 
2 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Monday, April 14
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m., Cranky 

Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Friday, April 18
Jazz for ’90s Kids, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 1350 

W. American Drive

Sunday, April 20
Lawrence University Piano Jazz Trio, 

2 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Monday, April 21
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m., Cranky 

Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Tuesday, April 22
Film Series: “National Lampoon’s 

Vacation,” 1 p.m., Neenah-Menasha 
YMCA

Calendar 
of events

Community gardens guide being developed
Neenah News

The UW Extension for Winnebago and 
Outagamie counties is working to build a 
comprehensive directory of community 
gardens in the Fox Valley and Oshkosh 
area with information on all community 
gardens in the region.

The directory will allow residents to 
easily locate the gardens and connect with 
coordinators for potential plot rentals. 
Those interested in starting a garden or 

have extra land available are encouraged 
to reach out to directory coordinator Amy 
Beck at 920-832-5121 or Amy.Beck@out-
agamie.org.

Gardens can be added to the directory 
through a Google form found at winneba-
go.extension.wisc.edu under the Com-
munity Development tab. The directory 
will also help community leaders identify 
areas that may need more gardens to fol-
low up on previous initiatives that are no 

longer active.
Community gardens, defined as be-

ing at least partially open to the general 
public and neighborhoods, offer access 
to affordable fresh produce, recreational 
opportunities, space for culturally signif-
icant crops, beautification of neighbor-
hoods and increased public safety. Some 
portions of plots can be designated for 
partnering organizations, such as church 
parishes.

Photo by David Hall

Gardening gathering
Keynote speaker Karen Oberhauser, University of Wisconsin professor emeritus of 
entomology, discusses the biology and conservation of Monarch butterflies at the 
spring garden conference of the Outagamie County Master Gardener Association held 
Saturday at Bridgewood Resort Hotel in Neenah.

1115 S Commercial Street, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com
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DailyDailyDaily SpecialsSpecialsSpecials
MONDAYMONDAY KIDS EAT FREE  

$5 MOSCOW MULES
KIDS EAT FREE  

$5 MOSCOW MULES

TUESDAYTUESDAY$5 MOJITOS  
$9 BURGER MEALS

$5 MOJITOS  
$9 BURGER MEALS

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY $2 OFF FLATBREADS 
$4.99 22OZ LONG ISLAND

$2 OFF FLATBREADS 
$4.99 22OZ LONG ISLAND

THURSDAYTHURSDAY$2 OFF QUESADILLAS
$3.99 ORIGINAL MARGARITAS

$2 OFF QUESADILLAS
$3.99 ORIGINAL MARGARITAS

SATURDAYSATURDAY$7 MARTINIS
SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB  

3PM TO 9PM

$7 MARTINIS
SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB  

3PM TO 9PM

SUNDAYSUNDAY CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
$5 LOADED BLOODY MARY
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
$5 LOADED BLOODY MARY

1010 CAMERON WAY
NEENAH,  WI

BATLEYSGRILLANDBAR.COM

FRIDAYFRIDAY FISH FRY SPECIAL  $3 PBR
$10 2PC HADDOCK

FISH FRY SPECIAL  $3 PBR
$10 2PC HADDOCK

Crane-counting volunteers urged to sign up
Neenah News

New volunteers interested in taking part 
in the 49th Annual Midwest Crane Count 
from 5:30 to 7:30 a.m. April 12 should 
contact Winnebago County coordinator 
Evelyn Meuret of Winnebago Audubon 
for instructions at 920-573-7828 or eve-
lynmeuret57@att.net. 

The International Crane Foundation 
sponsors the annual survey with more 
than 2,000 volunteer participants from 
Wisconsin and throughout portions of Il-
linois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio and 
Minnesota. Information is gathered on 
the abundance and distribution of cranes 
in the upper Midwest.

The International Crane Foundation 

sponsors the annual count to conserve the 
world’s 15 species of cranes and the nat-
ural communities on which they depend. 
Sandhill cranes once nearly disappeared 
from Wisconsin, but the species has suc-
cessfully recovered and is slowly expand-
ing into neighboring states. 

Observations of sandhill cranes can lend 
insight into threatened crane species, in-
cluding the whooping crane. There are now 
about 75 whooping cranes in the reintro-
duced population in central Wisconsin.

All counters are invited to meet for 
breakfast immediately after the count 
to share their experiences at the Delta 
Restaurant in Oshkosh. Additional infor-
mation on the count is at cranecount.org. 

Photo by Tim Sweet

Sandhill cranes are one of the species volunteers will be on the lookout for during the annual 
Midwest Crane Count on April 12.

Growing Up Neenah exhibit opening 
Neenah News

The Neenah Historical Society is 
launching its Growing Up Neenah: An 
All-American Childhood exhibit on Mon-
day that will run through November 2026, 
celebrating the rich history and experienc-
es of childhood in Neenah. 

Curated by executive director Erica 
Suchyta and museum coordinator and 
archivist Miranda Ridener, the exhibit ex-
plores the evolving concept of childhood 
while highlighting the enduring traditions 
and landmarks that make Neenah special. 

Growing Up Neenah will feature stories 
collected through the History Harvest out-
reach program, an initiative that has gathered 
more than 30 accounts from Neenah resi-
dents through online submissions, handwrit-
ten memories and oral history interviews. 

The exhibit will be open from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Friday at the Neenah Historical Society, 
the former home of Helen Kimberly Stu-
art at 406 E Wisconsin Ave. 

For more information, to make a gift to 
support the exhibit, become a member or 
schedule a private tour, contact 920-729-
0244 or info@neenahhistoricalsociety.com.

Badger Talk to be filmed here featuring cheese
Neenah News

PBS Wisconsin will be filming in Os-
hkosh this month for a Badger Talk on 
“How Wisconsin Became the Cheese 
State.”

Dean Sommer, a cheese technologist 
originally from Neenah, will lead the 
talk from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. April 10 at 
Winnebago County’s James. P. Coughlin 
Center as part of weeklong events hosted 
by Extension Winnebago County during 
Wisconsin Idea Week. 

He will describe early cheesemaking, 
differences among cheese types and the 
machinery involved in the process, bring-
ing along an old cheesemaker’s uniform 
and some small equipment and tools.

Sommer has worked at the Center for 

Dairy Research for the last 22 years, serv-
ing as a technical resource to Wisconsin 
cheese manufacturers and customers. He 
has a master’s degree in food science from 
UW-Madison. 

Extension health and well-being educa-
tor Katie Jaegly said they also will be host-
ing a Program and Partner Fair in Room A 
with 18 organizations represented at 5:30 
p.m. before the talk in Room B.

“This event is a great example of the 
Wisconsin Idea in action,” Jaegly said. “We 
look forward to bringing people together 
to learn, engage and have some fun.”

The events are open to the public, and 
after the talk attendees will be able to sam-
ple some award-winning cheeses from 
across the state. More information can be 
found at winnebago.extension.wisc.edu.
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165 NORTH PARK AVENUE | 920.751.4658
@BMMGL ASS |  BMMGL ASS.COM

Extraordinary 
glass experiences

Art Activity Day
Saturday, April 5

Art Camps

Scan to register.

Enter CAMP2025 
at checkout for 
10% o� — 
tell a friend!

Scan for more 
information 
and to register.

Summer Art Camps
Ages 8 –11, June 9–12
Ages 5 – 7, July 7–10
Ages 12 –15, July 7–10
Ages 8 –11, July 21–24
Ages 12 –15, July 21–24
Ages 5 – 7, August 18–21
Ages 8 –11, August 18–21

Your child will explore the 
galleries using the exhibits as 
inspiration for their own work, 
and discover many ways to 
safely create their own glass 
art projects, through fusing 
and other glass-focused 
methods.

Create a beautiful butter�y 
suncatcher for Earth Day! 
Butter�ies symbolize hope, 
transformation, new 
beginnings and are a 
wonderful reminder of 
warmer days to come. 
You’ll use pre-cut glass and 
accessory glass to design your 
butter�y. Projects are $18.

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Seafood Selections - Served Daily 
Salmon, Grouper, Shrimp, Haddock, and Walleye 

ASK ABOUT FRIDAY FISH SPECIALS!

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

Former police officer released on bond
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A Neenah police officer who was termi-
nated last week and charged with two counts 
of possession of child pornography was re-
leased from jail on a $20,000 cash bond last 
Friday.

Owen Halls, 22, was booked into the 
Outagamie County Jail on March 26 and 
appeared in court the next day for an initial 
appearance. He made bond on Friday and 
was released to an address in Kaukauna with 
conditions that include no unsupervised 
contact with anyone under age 18 and no 
use or possession of any internet capable de-
vices. He is due back in court May 5.

According to the criminal complaint, the 
Kaukauna Police Department received an 
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) 
CyberTip in September from the National 
Center for Missing & Exploited Children. 
The tip was investigated by Kaukauna 
school resource officer Lucas Meyer, who 
has had training in how to investigate ICAC 
cases.  

The CyberTip indicated that two files 
were uploaded of suspected child pornogra-
phy, with one of the videos described as de-
picting an early pubescent female believed 
to be about 13. Meyer submitted subpoenas 
and warrants to learn who had been involved 
in the video. 

Court records show warrants were re-
turned in October and November that con-

tained the records and subscriber informa-
tion for the account involved in uploading 
the videos. The information led to an ad-
dress in Kaukauna where four people were 
living. One of the residents was Halls, who 
had been employed with the Neenah Police 
Department for about a year. 

Investigators later made contact with 
Halls, though the complaint does not state 
whether he was interviewed last year after 
the initial search warrants were returned or 
if he was interviewed last week. 

Documents say that during the interview 
Halls recognized the ICAC insignia on a 
special agent’s belongings and commented 
on it, stating he assumed the investigators 
were speaking with him about something 
ICAC related. He confirmed he has a Tele-
gram account he uses for “probably stuff I 
shouldn’t.” 

Halls told officers that he had concerns 
about seeing children on a website that has 
links to pornographic videos and pictures. 
He stated that when he searches a link and 
sees someone underage he closes out of it 
and doesn’t report it. 

Documents say Halls may have been ex-
changing pornographic materials with oth-
ers through an instant messenger app. When 
notified that investigators viewed material 
from his account of early teenagers under 
the age of 18, he nodded his head affirma-
tively and said “mmhm.” 

Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson said he 
first learned of the investigation involving 
Halls on March 24 and met with Kaukauna 
police the next day where he reviewed the 
evidence and came up with a plan to detain 
him. Olson said Halls was arrested and fired 
March 26 and police are following the pro-
cess to have him decertified as a Wisconsin 
law enforcement officer.

“As your police chief, I am sorry,” he wrote. 
“We conduct very thorough backgrounds, 
but somehow, Mr. Halls was able to deceive 
all of us. I understand this will and should 
cause concern. In my seven years as your 
police chief, nothing has disappointed me 
more than the reported actions of this for-

mer officer.”
Olson said he can’t comment on any oth-

er aspects of the case as the investigation is 
ongoing. 

Kaukauna Police Chief Jamie Graff 
emailed a press release stating the same, not-
ing Olson was contacted by his department 
due to Halls being a Neenah police employ-
ee and was arrested after multiple search 
warrants that were conducted. 

Kaukauna police declined to release the 
investigation report that was referred to the 
Outagamie District Attorney for charges, 
stating “release of the report at this time 
would interfere with, and likely undermine, 
prosecution.” 

Such records are typically available in 
response to an open records request after 
criminal charges have been filed. 

The Outagamie County District Attor-
ney’s Office did not respond to a request 
seeking insight into why there was a delay 
after the initial search warrant results were 
returned and the filing of criminal charges.

Neenah News

Local resident George Schneider has 
been named 2024 Volunteer of the Year 
by Friends of the Neenah Public Library.

Schneider joined the volunteer group 
in November 2023 and 
has been working at 
the library consistently 
in the mornings Mon-
day through Thursday, 
last year volunteering 
for 347 hours. The li-
brary’s regular volun-
teers puts in between 
41 to 48 hours a year.

Schneider is in 
charge of the Book Club to Go and the 
graphic novel sections on the library’s 
second floor. He also assists with special 
projects.

“I feel like I’m doing something, and 
everyone is really nice,” Schneider said 
about his efforts. 

He grew up in Oshkosh and lived there 
until he moved to Neenah nine years ago 
with his wife. Schneider worked in the 
printing industry for 43 years, 37 at Ser-
vice-Litho and six at Westgate Products. 

Library names its 
volunteer of year

Schneider

Hiring Caring People 
JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS 

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benefits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767 

senior sbticleTM 
Home Care 

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Have a story idea?
Promotions or
expansion at your
business?
Community or school
program to highlight?
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Having chronic knee pain shouldn’t mean giving up the things you love. 

Thankfully, ThedaCare has a new way to keep you moving: ROSA Knee robotic 

technology. Our specially trained surgeons use ROSA Knee to personalize the 

approach to total knee replacement — providing a solution that works for you 

and your unique anatomy. Visit thedacare.org/orthopedics to learn more. 

A new knee for a more active you.
Thanks to robotic technology.

Zimmer Biomet is a medical device manufacturer that provides products and other services used 
by health care professionals to create personalized care plans. Zimmer Biomet is not a medical 
professional and does not practice medicine. Zimmer Biomet is not responsible for the content of 
ThedaCare.org. The persons in these advertisements are models and not actual recipients of Zimmer 
Biomet products and services. Results are not necessarily typical and will vary due to health, weight, 
activity and other human variables. *Not all patients are candidates for joint procedures or ROSA 
Knee robotic technology. Only a medical professional can determine the treatment appropriate for 
your specific condition. Talk to your surgeon about whether joint replacement is right for you and 
the risks of the procedure, including the risk of impact wear, loosening, breakage, failure or risk of 
infection, all of which could require additional surgery. For general information on joint pain and 
technology, visit www.zimmerbiomet.com or call 1.800.447.5633. ©2025 Zimmer Biomet. 

KEEPS US
MOVING.ROBOTICS

 Location:  ThedaCare Medical Center-
  Orthopedic, Spine and Pain

  2400 East Capitol Drive
  Appleton, WI 54911

 Date & Time:  April 9, 2025 from 6:30–7:30 PM

 To Register:  Scan the QR code!

 Join us for a FREE Community Seminar!

ThedaCare hospital project 
progressing in Oshkosh
Neenah News

Construction work is progressing at 
the new ThedaCare Medical Center-Osh-
kosh at 250 W. 6th Ave. on the Fox River 
with hospital officials noting construction 
milestones reached.

Since last March’s groundbreaking, roof 
work is completed along with most exteri-
or masonry. Window frames are installed 
with exterior glass expected to be com-
plete by early summer as work continues 
on interior walls.

The health campus is expected to be 
complete in late 2025 with about 60 new 
jobs created for caregivers and staff at the 
campus. Those interested in learning more 
about job opportunities are asked to visit 
ThedaCare.org/Careers. 

ThedaCare Medical Center-Oshkosh is 

projected to be about 114,000 square feet 
with an estimated $84 million investment, 
which includes an updated plan that add-
ed a 28,000-square-foot third floor to the 
original design.

The hospital will have emergency care, 
inpatient beds and 24/7 coverage with a 
retail pharmacy, ambulatory surgery center 
with operating rooms and a medical office 
building for primary care and specialties.

Construction partners include Hplex 
Solutions as the owner representative; 
HGA as architect and engineer; Miron 
Construction Co. as construction manag-
er and the Sigma Group as civil engineer 
and landscape architect.

Work also continues at ThedaCare 
Medical Center-Fond du Lac with com-
pletion expected this spring.  

Submitted photo

Recycling initiative
Congregational United Church of Christ in Neenah partnered with Lakeside Packag-
ing Plus to recycle plastic for the NexTrex Recycling Program by removing labels and 
waste while sorting the plastic. The plastic used was donated by church members and 
friends or left over from LPP’s cater wrap operation, where they package plastic silver-
ware with a napkin for use by food service businesses. After amassing 1,000 pounds of 
materials, Trex Co. donates a wood alternative composite bench back to the church. 

Badger State Girl Choir singers recognized
Area singers from the Badger State Girl 

Choir competed March 9 at the Anselmo 
Academy Music Competition in New 
York City against violinists, pianists and 
other musically accomplished youth, with 
Alayna Garrity of Neenah High School 
earning a second-place award.

She was among four Badger State Girl 
Choir award winners notified of their suc-

cess and invited to perform at a concert in 
New York City’s Steinway Hall on March 
30. 

The Badger State Girl Choir, a premiere 
community music education program for 
young singers with some 160 girls in five 
choirs, represents dozens of schools and 
homeschool programs in northeastern 
Wisconsin.   

Feeding America gains hunger relief grant
Neenah News

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 
has received a Fox Cares Foundation 
grant for $25,000 in support of the hunger 
relief organization’s FarmLink program. 
This investment will expand the program, 
providing more than 30,000 pounds of 
locally grown produce to food pantries, 
meal programs and shelters in northeast 
Wisconsin. 

Through FarmLink, fresh produce is 
delivered from local farm fields to pantry 
partners, reducing transportation time 
and ensuring freshness. 

“This generous grant from the Fox Cares 
Foundation strengthens our commitment 
to providing fresh, healthy food to families 

experiencing hunger in northeast Wiscon-
sin,” said Feeding America Eastern Wis-
consin president Patti Habeck. “With the 
Foundation’s support of FarmLink, we’re 
not just increasing access to fresh fruits 
and vegetables – we’re building a stronger, 
more resilient food system that supports 
local farmers and our vitally important 
food pantry partners.” 

Fox Cares executive director Cathy Har-
vath added, “Fighting hunger, providing 
access to the arts, and ending homeless-
ness are the pillars that we have supported 
since we began in 2016. Our Foundation 
continues to grow due to the generosity 
of our communities enabling us to make a 
bigger impact in the areas we serve.”
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Police celebrate their first citizen academy graduates
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

A graduation will take place at the 
Neenah Police Department next week, 
though it’s a graduation of a different kind 
as 12 adult students of the Citizens Police 
Academy celebrate completion of hands-
on training in law enforcement. 

The event marks the conclusion of the 
inaugural academy class, designed to fos-
ter police and community partnerships 
and provide a deeper understanding of 
law enforcement practices and the chal-
lenges officers face daily.

Assistant police chief Jeff Bernice, coor-
dinator of the program, said this is the first 
official long-term citizen police academy 
that the city has had in its history, adding 
that he and Chief Aaron Olson partic-
ipated in citizen academies at previous 
departments and saw the benefits of the 
initiative. 

Participants applied to attend the free 
academy. Those who met program re-
quirements and were selected attended a 
two-and-a-half hour class on Tuesday eve-
nings for eight weeks with different officer 
instructors. 

“Our instructors did an exceptional job 
with the various classes,” Bernice said. 
“Each one was a subject matter expert and 
a true law enforcement professional.”

Topics included active threats, crime 
scenes, firearms, officer safety, search and 
seizure, specialty units, team building and 
traffic stops, giving participants a behind-
the-scenes look at policing through pre-
sentations and practical exercises. 

“We tried to provide a snapshot of var-
ious topics for the students, from use of 
force procedures, to officer safety, to men-
tal health, to equipment; a wide spectrum 

of material was provided,” Bernice said.
Other activities included handcuffing 

drills, reality-based and virtual reality sce-
narios, and fingerprinting.

“One of the major components of any 
law enforcement agency is teamwork and 
we wanted to share that with the class,” 
Bernice said. “Each session, the students 
participated in team building exercises to 
build the relationships with their fellow 
students. These drills ranged from con-
structing towers and bridges with limited 
materials, to challenges and competitions 
involving teams.”

During the final class, the students 
were trained on civilian response to active 
shooter events and active threats, followed 
by a presentation on traffic stops, OWI 
investigations and standard field sobriety 
testing. 

The students built relationships with 
each other and officers as they engaged in 
discussions about the role of police offi-
cers and community involvement in pub-
lic safety.

“One of the primary purposes of the 
academy is to explain the ‘whys’ on what 
law enforcement does,” Bernice said. “Po-
lice work is not like the movies or televi-
sion where actors can solve a crime by the 
second commercial break, but complex 
situations with many factors involved in 
deterring crime. The academy educates 
the students on policies, procedures and 
laws, so they have a better understanding 
on why police officers perform a certain 
way. It can also educate the officers on 
how a citizen may perceive our practices 
and gives us the opportunity to explain 
this in the future.”

Attendees were also given the chance to 
accompany police officers on a ride along 

to experience law enforcement activities 
firsthand.

For Mark Mayer of Neenah, attending 
the Citizen Police Academy was a shock-
ing experience. That’s because Mayer was 
one of five participants who volunteered 
to get tased by officers. 

“I was the last one to do it after watching 
everybody for five seconds of hell, for lack 
of a better word,” he said. “But I did it. It 
was crazy. And if you offered me ten grand 
right now to do it again, I would not do it.”

Mayer shared that his personal upbring-
ing wasn’t ideal, which influenced his be-
liefs about police. 

“My first kind of memories of police 
were like, ‘Hey, you’re taking my dad 
away,’ or ‘why are the cops always at my 
house,’ and I just thought this was a very 
eye-opening moment to understand the 
real human side of policing and under-
stand that they’re not always the good 
guys or the bad guys,” he said. “They’re just 
humans, they make mistakes, they mean 
well. It was just a very cool, eye-opening 
experience. So I’m so glad I did it.”

Attending the academy has changed his 
view of police officers.

“It was so refreshing to be like, wow, I 
could have these guys over for a barbecue 
and feel comfortable about it, and I don’t 
have this weird idea of what I thought it 
was,” he said. “So for me, I just want to ed-
ucate my neighbors, my community, and 
tell them, like, ‘hey, everything and most 
things you’ve heard is wrong.’”

Other graduates of the program said 
they have newfound respect for officers 
and a greater appreciation for the com-
plexities of law enforcement.

“I feel very honored to have been part 
of the first class and am looking forward 
to future opportunities to volunteer and 
support the department,” said participant 

Amber Drephal.
“The academy not only deepened my 

understanding of law enforcement but 
also gave me a whole new level of respect 
for the work you do every day,” Abigail 
Miles said in a message to police. “I also 
want to extend my gratitude to all of the 
officers who took the time to instruct 
and share their expertise. I know this was 
extra time on top of already demanding 
jobs, and it means a lot that so many were 
willing to share their experiences and in-
sights.”

Bernice said that moving forward, the 
Citizens Police Academy will take place 
annually, with applications opening in the 
fall and students selected in December for 
classes that start in January and wrap up in 
early April. 

Tuesday’s graduation at the police de-
partment is not open to the public. It will 
include opening statements followed by 
dinner and a formal ceremony in the po-
lice training classroom. 

Batley’s Grill & Bar and 4Imprint spon-
sored the academy, with Batley’s provid-
ing snacks for each session and dinner for 
graduation, and 4Imprint donating polo 
shirts for the students. 

“This group of students has been amaz-
ing, they were interactive, motivated, and 
came to each session with a positive atti-
tude and seeking knowledge,” Bernice said.

Mayer, who is a realtor, encouraged res-
idents to challenge their preconceived no-
tions of police.

“There’s bad doctors, there’s bad real-
tors, there’s bad garbage men, there’s bad 
everything, but 99% of that (law enforce-
ment) profession is really good people 
who care, sometimes more about the 
community and the citizens than they 
almost do themselves, because they put 
themselves in harm’s way,” he said.

Photo from Neenah Police

Neenah police Lt. Jason Fosler led Mark Mayer of Neenah through field sobriety tests during 
the final class of the Citizens Police Academy last week. 

A Season of Hope
Westgor Funeral Homes-
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah 
(920) 722-7151

1140 Appleton Road, Menasha
(920) 720-0314
www.westgorfuneralhomes.com

As the snow melts and new life begins, we take 
time to remember those we’ve loved and lost. 
This spring, honor their memory with warmth 

and grace.

Calling Neenah Home Since 1941, Westgor Funeral Homes
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and site needs would be for new construc-
tion. If the committee chooses to pursue 
new construction, the architects did re-
view currently owned county property 
for potential locations of new facilities.” 

One of the proposals involves creating 
a 10-acre centralized campus in Oshkosh 
on County Y near the county jail and 
Highway Department building, or north 
of the James P. Coughlin Center. 

The campus would move departments 
including Administration, Human Ser-
vices, Public Health and Information 
Technology to one location, with Hollen-
berger noting consolidation of facilities 
would allow the county to decommission 
for other use about 250,000 square feet of 
space. 

Preliminary estimates suggest mainte-
nance costs for existing buildings will top 
$167 million over the next 10 to 15 years, 
which could reach $300 million over 20 
years with inflation. In comparison, con-
structing new, efficient buildings could 
potentially cost $100-$200 million.

County Executive Jon Doemel said the 
county is exploring all potential possibili-
ties for county spaces.

“We want to look at all options,” he 
said. “We want to consider all options. 
We want to evaluate what the overall cost 
is on 20 years and what the best way is.”

The proposed consolidated site offers 
several advantages, including existing 
infrastructure, the potential for future 
expansion and proximity to emergency 
services.

Concerns were raised about accessibili-
ty, with facilities director Mike Elder not-
ing the location of some of the buildings 

may be a barrier for public use. 
“We have people that may be living out 

into the rural areas that are not partaking 
of the services because it’s too hard to get 
here,” he said. “... when my dad died, there 
was no way for my mom to get to the 
ADRC (Aging and Disability Resource 
Center) ... it’s basically a two-hour com-
mute.”

Shuttle services and exploring new pub-
lic transit routes to improve access were 
among topics discussed at the meeting.

Hollenberger highlighted potential 
improvements in employee wellness and 
career development with a centralized 
campus that would allow easier interde-
partmental interactions and shared ame-
nities.

“That has been the benefit of, we can do 
things in recruitment and retention that 
we could not do in old and other build-
ings because, you know, and I was there in 
COVID and out of campus in a different 
county, and we had a food truck rally, and 
we had CNAs crying because they got to 
see their fellow co-workers,” he said.

Supervisor John Hinz said the project 
could spur commercial development in 
the surrounding area near Interstate 41, 
creating additional economic opportuni-
ties for the region.

“You would have so many people out 
there,” he said. “I mean, you might end 
up with … a restaurant or two, probably 
another Kwik Trip … so (it) will be good 
for the city, which is good for the county.”

Hollenberger said a more refined com-
mittee presentation with additional finan-
cial data and cost estimates will take place 
later this month, followed by a Coun-
ty Board presentation and tour in May. 
Adoption of the study and plan could oc-
cur this summer.

County facilities
from Page 1

past four years has been an honor and con-
gratulated Hintz and his campaign.

“I am getting out of government with 
my soul intact, never compromising on 
my principles, never compromising on my 
integrity and never compromising on do-
ing what I believe is right,” Doemel said.

Seats on the Neen-
ah Common Council, 
Neenah Joint School 
District Board of Ed-
ucation, Town of 
Neenah, Village of Fox 
Crossing and Town of 
Clayton also were cho-
sen by local voters. 

In Neenah, Jeffrey 
Linski edged Frank 
Cuthbert by 12 votes – 1,197 to 1,185 – 
for the District 3 alderman seat vacated by 
Lee Hillstrom. In last year’s election, Lins-
ki lost to William Pollnow Jr. by 19 votes. 
District 2 Alderman Dan Steiner ran un-
challenged for another term while Flo 
Bruno ran unopposed to win the District 
1 seat vacated by Kathie Boyette.

On the Neenah Joint School District 
Board of Education three seats were filled 
from among five candidates. Board trea-
surer Tara Brzezinski, incumbent mem-
ber-at-large Lauri Asbury and new can-
didate Eric Fredrickson were victorious 
ahead of Tom Hanby and Kenneth Mc-
Neil. Board vice president Sarah Moore-
Nokes did not seek another term.

Town of Neenah chairman Robert 
Schmeichel ran unopposed while board 
members Brooke Cardoza and Tom Wilde 
also were unchallenged. Matt Schmeichel 
defeated Edmund King, 612 to 432, for 

Neenah Sanitary District 2 commissioner 
to replace Steve Coburn, who did not seek 
re-election. 

Three Fox Crossing trustee positions, 
the village president and municipal judge 
were on the ballot without any challeng-
ers as president Dale Youngquist, Judge 
Timothy Hogan, Trustee 2 Kris Koeppe, 
Trustee 4 Kate McQuillan and Trustee 6 
Barbara Hanson gained new terms.

In the Town of Clayton, incumbent Rus-
sell Geise was re-elected as Town Board 
chairperson unopposed. Incumbent Kay 
Lettau narrowly defeated challenger Terry 
Haase for Town Board Supervisor 1, while 
incumbent Linda Grundman retained her 
Town Board Supervisor 2 seat unchal-
lenged.

Spring election voters chose Crawford 
for the Supreme Court over former state 
attorney general Brad Schimel in the 
high-profile race for the court’s open seat 
that drew national attention and record 
campaign spending. 

Crawford’s 9-point victory – a 54% to 
45% margin – is being viewed nationally 
as an early public referendum on Trump 
administration policies after it endorsed 
and helped finance Schimel’s campaign. 
County voters also favored Crawford by a 
34,605 to 30,047 margin.

Superintendent of Schools Underly 
gained another four-year term after defeat-
ing challenger Brittany Kinser in a nonpar-
tisan statewide race that drew Democratic 
support for Underly and GOP backing for 
Kinser.

A statewide referendum question to 
make Wisconsin’s voter ID law part of the 
state constitution was approved by voters. 
The referendum had public support from 
the GOP, including Winnebago County 
Republicans, while Democrats opposed 
the addition to the constitution.

Spring election
from Page 1

Hintz
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Prep sports roundup
TRACK AND FIELD

Olkowski, Severson lead 
Rockets at Showcase Meet

Mazie Olkowski and Emma Severson 
each won individual events to lead the 
Neenah Rockets to the team title in the 
girls large school division at the Ripon 
College Showcase Meet held Saturday at 
the Willmore Center. 

Olkowski won the 3,200 meters, while 
Severson finished first in the shot put for 
the Rockets, who finished second in the 
final overall standings – the combination 
of large school and small school divi-
sions. 

Neenah also picked up a win in the 
3,200-meter relay with a team of Natalie 
Willes, Callie McElroy, Izzy Malloy and 

Brooke Veith. Malloy, McElroy, Julia 
Rangel and Molly Snider added a second 
place in the 1,600-meter relay. 

Rangel in the 400 meters, Payton 
Schaefer in the 800 meters and Willes in 
the 3,200 meters were each fourth, with 
Brynn Fox taking fifth in the 60 meters 
and Aubrey Murwar tying for fifth place 
in the high jump. Neenah’s 800-meter re-
lay team of Janae Rodgriquez, Snider, Mi-
rella Taeschner and Kobi Meyers added a 
fourth-place finish. 

Other top 10 individual finishes were 
Rodriguez, sixth in the triple jump; Ve-
ith, seventh in the 1,600 meters; Aubrey 
Strosahl, 10th in the 60-meter hurdles; 
and Kristin Manteufel, 10th in the long 
jump. 

The Neenah boys, who finished eight 
in the large school standings and 12th 

overall, were led by Ashton Van Beek’s 
fourth place in the 400 meters and fifth 
places by Rylan Mendoza in the 200 me-
ters and Nate Kramp in the shot put.

The Rockets’ 1,600-meter relay team of 
Van Beek, Mendoza, Matt Machacek and 
Nyok Ryak also placed fifth. 

Other top 10 finishes for the Rockets 
were: Zach Verhagen, eighth in the 3,200 
meters; Khalid Williams, ninth in the 
high jump; and Oliver Steiner, 10th in the 
1,600 meters.

The Neenah boys also competed at the 
Willmore Center in an invite Tuesday, 
with Aidan Apa scoring a fourth place 
in the 1,600 meters and Ben Donaldson 
taking fifth in the 60-meter hurdles.

The Rockets’ 800-meter relay team 
placed seventh, while Van Beek added an 
eighth place in the 200 meters, Ledger 
Lewis was ninth in the pole vault.

Ripley paces Zephyrs  
at indoor meet

Lauren Ripley finished in the top four 
in three individual events, including 
posting one victory, to lead St. Mary 
Catholic to a second-place finish at the 
Girls Small Schools meet at UW-Osh-
kosh on Tuesday. 

The Zephyrs finished just two points 
behind Freedom in the final team stand-
ings but led all Division 3 teams at the 
meet. Individual events were split be-
tween Division 2 and Division 3 compet-
itors.

Ripley won the 800 meters to pace the 
Zephyrs, while adding a third place in 
the 1,600 meters and picking up a fourth 
place in the long jump. 

Nolie Anderson picked up a third 

place in the shot put, while Ellie Davel 
in the 60-meter hurdles and Madeline 
Weininger in the pole vault were each 
fourth. Earning fifth places were Claire 
Higgins in the 400 meters, Audrey Wan-
less in the 200 meters and Claire Mislins-
ki in the 3,200 meters. 

Cora Eppling in the long jump and Ma-
rissa Hahn in the shot put were each 10th. 

Higgins, Maria Marti, Moorea Steck-
ling and Daphne Dwyer combined to 
take fourth in the 1,600-meter relay, 
while Marti, Ripley, Higgins and Made-
leine Breen combined to take fourth in 
the 3,200-meter relay. The Zephyrs were 
also fifth in the 800-meter relay.
SOFTBALL

Zephyrs open season 
with loss to Manawa

A rough sixth inning was too much to 
overcome for St. Mary Catholic’s softball 
team on a chilly Tuesday afternoon as the 
Zephyrs fell to Manawa, 16-3, in their sea-
son opener.

Manawa scored three runs in the top 
of the first inning but St. Mary Catholic 
answered two runs in the bottom of the 
inning. The Wolves came back with two 
runs in the top of the second and extended 
the lead to 7-2 in the fourth.

Samantha Weiss had a triple to pace the 
Zephyr offense, which had five players fin-
ish with one hit in the game. Weiss, Emi-
ly Vogel and Ainslie Liddy each drove in 
runs for St. Mary Catholic.

The Zephyrs committed eight errors 
which led to 10 unearned runs in the 
game.
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Home games in bold. Home games played at Neenah Middle School unless otherwise noted. 
*Weekend games played at Neenah High School. 

Home games in bold. Home games played at St. Mary Catholic High School Baseball Field 
unless otherwise noted.

10, 20 AND 30 YARD DUMPSTERS FOR RENT
FOR RESIDENTAL, COMMERCIAL AND CONTRUCTION.

SCHEDULES & LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. CHECK SCHOOL'S WEBSITE FOR UPDATES

April 3  at Ripon    4:45pm
April 7  Oshkosh West    4:30pm
April 12  Ozaukee   10:00am
April 12  Waupaca    3:00pm 
April 15  Reedsville    4:30pm
April 24  @Reedsville    5:00pm
April 28  @Michicot     5:00pm
May 1  Michicot    5:00pm 
May 5  @Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah  5:00pm
May 6  Howards Grove   4:30pm
May 8  Elkhart Lake-Glendbeulah   5:00pm
May 9  Luxemburg-Casco   6:30pm
May 12  Manitowoc Lutheran    4:30pm
May 15  @Manitowoc Lutheran   4:30pm 
May 16   Southern Door    7:00pm 
May 19  @Hilbert     5:00pm
May 20  @Algoma    4:30pm
May 22  Hilbert     5:00pm
May 27  @Winneconne    4:30pm 

April 8  @Oshkosh West   4:30pm
April 10  @Kimberly    4:30pm 
April 15  @Oshkosh North   5:00pm
April 17  @Hortonville    5:00pm
April 19  @Menasha   3:30pm
April 22  Appleton West    4:30pm
April 24  Kaukauna    4:30pm
April 29  @Appleton East   4:30pm
May 1  Appleton North    4:30pm
May 3  De Pere   10:00am
May 6  @Fond du Lac    4:30pm
May 8  Oshkosh West    4:30pm
May 9  Kimberly    4:30pm
May 13  Oshkosh North   4:30pm
May 15  Hortonville    4:30pm
May 16  @Appleton Wet   5:00pm
May 17  Ashwaubenon *  10:00am
May 17  Slinger *    3:00pm
May 20  @Kaukauna    4:30pm 
May 22  Appleton East    4:30pm
May 24  DC Everest H.S. * 11:00am
May 27  @Appleton North   4:30pm
May 29  Fond du Lac    4:30pm
May 30  @Bay Port    4:30pm

2025 Baseball Schedule2025 Baseball Schedule

Retooled Rocket roster ready to challenge in FVA
Neenah News

The Neenah High School baseball team 
is coming off a season in which the Rockets 
finished second in the talent-rich Fox Val-
ley Association, won a WIAA Division 1 
regional title and came within a whisker for 

playing to advance 
to the state tourna-
ment. 

The squad is also 
replacing 10 seniors 

– many of whom were key players for the 
Rockets – which means head coach Aaron 
Nelson will be turning to some new faces 
when Neenah takes the field this spring.

“We will need our younger players to step 
in and hit the ground running,” Nelson com-
mented. “We will need to do the little things 
right, taking extra bases using our team 
speed, making routine plays routinely and 
throwing strikes. Keeping pressure on other 
teams and making them earn everything will 
be important to our success this year.” 

Despite the overhaul of the roster, Nel-
son believes the Rockets will be right back 
in hunt in the FVA. 

“We anticipate competing with everyone 
in the conference, no matter where they 

rank,” Nelson commented. “The strength 
of our team will be our competitive nature, 
willingness to go after it for the guy next to 
us.”

Even with the roster losses, Neenah does 
return some pretty solid blocks to build 
around.

Four-year varsity starter Andrew Carl-
son, a second-team all-FVA selection last 
season, returns at third base and will anchor 
the lineup this season. Carlson batted .316 
last season and finished second on the team 
in RBIs, while striking out just 10 times in 
93 plate appearances. 

Also returning after a strong season 
last year will be junior Mack Krause, who 
earned honorable mention all-conference 
honors. Krause emerged as one of the top 
pitchers for the Rockets last season, while 
also playing shortstop. 

Junior Gus Weinholzer and sophomore 
Levi Bolvin both played partial seasons on 
the varsity level and will play bigger roles for 
the Rockets this season. Weinholzer struck 
out 22 batters in 23 innings while posting 
a 2.74 earned run average in six appearanc-
es on the mound, while Bolvin batted .316 
with three RBIs in just seven games. 

Nelson will also look to varsity newcom-
ers Cal Juckem and James Weiland, both ju-
niors, and sophomore Ethan Hellengreen. 
All three players will likely get some innings 
this season for the Rockets, while Juckem 
also plays first base, Weiland is an outfielder 
and Hellengreen plays on the infield. 

Neenah won nine straight games and 
10 of 11 contests before falling in section-
als and with the new faces could be a team 
that’s stronger in the second half of the sea-
son again. The Rockets play their first five 
games on the road – including matchups 
against perennial FVA powers Kimberly 
and Hortonville – and won’t play their first 
home game until Tuesday, April 22, against 
Appleton West.

St. Mary Catholic
The Zephyrs are returning six of the nine 

starters from a team last season that fin-
ished tied for second in the Big East North 
and reached a WIAA Division 3 sectional 
final. 

Head coach Jeff Hogenson will have a 
trio of key returning players to build around 
in senior Joe Pirillo, junior Mason Wagner 
and sophomore Luke Fairweather. Wagner, 

a catcher, headlines the group after earning 
second-team all-conference honors last 
season, while Fairweather will anchor the 
defense in center field, with the duo giving 
the Zephyrs some strong play in the middle 
of the field. 

Pirillo emerged as one of the top hitters 
in the conference over the second half of 
the season and finished the season batting 
.392 with five home runs and a team-high 
34 RBIs – 11 more than anyone else on the 
team. 

Senior Grant Brazzale and junior Ethan 
Plutz will both be key members of the lineup 
and will see time on the mound along with 
Pirillo, junior Carter Nicholson and sopho-
more Jacob Ernsting. Brazzale and Plutz had 
the most appearances among returning play-
ers with eight and six, respectively. 

Hogenson is also looking for sophomore 
second baseman Tarver Trinkner and fresh-
man shortstop Owen Dewitt to bolster the 
Zephyrs lineup in their first varsity seasons. 

“We are counting on our pitching and 
defense to set the tone for our team in 
2025,” commented Hogenson. “We are 
planning to compete for a conference title 
this season.”

Baseball
PREVIEW

Veteran battery will anchor Neenah’s efforts in competitive FVA
Neenah News

Neenah’s softball team will be bat-
tery-powered this season. 

The junior tandem of pitcher Kyleigh 
Mathe and catcher Carson Harwood both 
earned all-conference honors last season 
and return this year to lead the Rockets 
under first-year head coach Adam Hable-
witz.

Mathe fanned 101 batters in 88 innings 

while compiling a 1.43 earned run average 
to be one of four pitchers named to the 
all-Fox Valley Association first team a year 
ago. Harwood batted a robust .419 to lead 
the team, while belting five doubles and 
finishing with 12 RBIs and garnered sec-
ond-team all-FVA honors. 

Senior infielder Olivia McNulty also  re-

turns after earning honorable mention all-
FVA honors and will help lead the Rock-
ets’ defense on the diamond this season.

Top newcomers for the Rockets this 
season include juniors Megan Coffey, Ella 
Pingel, sophomores Norah Paider, Carli 
Baltus and Adrianna Oitzinger and soph-
omore Natalie Coffey.

“We are looking forward to competing 
in a tough FVA conference and have built 

an equally difficult nonconference sched-
ule,” Hablewitz commented. “I’m confi-
dent we’ll see consistent improvement 
in performance throughout the season in 
hopes to peak as we enter the postseason.”

The Rockets finished in a three-way 
tie for third place in the conference last 
season, which will once again be led by 
perennial state powerhouse Kaukauna. 

Softball PREVIEW

See Softball preview on Page 11
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Spring Open House 
* Prize Giveaways *

Saturday, April 12th
9am – 3pm
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o
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EXTRA $250*

Call Today for Spring Savings 
& Hope To See You April 12th, 9a-3p

*$250 additional discount on projects over $5000. Can be combined with other discounts 
if presented before signing. Expires 5/31/25. See store for details.
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Doors • Roofing • Pergolas
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1951 S Washburn St
(920) 232-5600

Senior Standout is brought to you by:

Zephyrs’ Anderson among state’s elite throwers
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Nolie Anderson is an elite high school 
performer in track and field. 

The senior at St. Mary Catholic already 
has one state title to her credit – she cap-
tured the Division 3 discus title in 2023 – 
has thrown at the state meet in each of her 
high school seasons and finished in the 
top 10 in both the shot put and discus at 
last year’s state meet. 

But if Anderson could magically trans-
fer her eliteness into any other track and 
field event she had no trouble coming up 
with one. 

“I think one that is hard just in general is 
pole vault. That just seems fun,” Anderson 
said with a laugh. “I never tried it but if (St. 
Mary Catholic track coach Chad McCart-
ney) needed me to I would do it. Hopeful-
ly that day never comes.”

Anderson plans to stick to her strengths 
and hopes to make it back to La Crosse in 
June to cap her season at the state meet 
once again. 

Last year, she finished third in the dis-
cus and took 10th in the shot put – the first 
time she competed at state in the shot put 
– and is eager to get back and boost her 
results in both events. 

“I think last year didn’t really go the way 
I wanted it to so I’m excited to come back 
out and be able to keep competing,” An-
derson said. ““I was happy about my dis-
tances and how I improved my distances 
(last year), but I think as far as placing I’m 

hoping to go further this year.”
Anderson will likely be one of the favor-

ites in the discus competition if she makes 
it to La Crosse, being the only finisher in 
the top four returning and would be the 
only competitor with a state discus title to 
their credit. 

She won the title in 2023 with a heave of 
128 feet, 11 inches on a day that she will 
always remember. Anderson still recalls 
entering the competition knowing that a 
state title was possible. 

“I just remember waking up that morn-
ing and just feeling really good, feeling like 
I was prepared and confident in myself  
and as soon as I was warming up and hit 
that first throw, I knew it was going to be a 
good day,” Anderson said. “To finish first, 
to have that under my belt especially going 
back last year and hopefully this year it’s 
really helpful.”

Some athletes might feel a burden car-
rying around the knowledge of having 
stood atop a state podium with the expec-
tations to do it again. 

Anderson used that experience in a dif-
ferent way. Neenah News

St. Mary Catholic’s Nolie Anderson won the 2023 Division 3 state title in the discus and 
placed in the top 10 in both throwing events at last year’s state meet.

Senior Standout

See Senior Standout on Page 11
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(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

HEALTH, LIFE & TRAVEL INSURANCE

- Affordable
  Care Act
- Medicare
- Travel
Never a fee!

Anchor Health and
Medicare Masters, LLC

920-882-1307 | medicaremasters.com
1500 N Casaloma Dr #411

Appleton, WI 54913

CELEBRATION EXTRAORDINAIRE

Call Today! 920.252.0368
whimsicalcelebrationsllc@gmail.com

Take the stress out of 
planning your big day. We 

will coordinate all the 
events along the way! 

-Proposals 
-Bachelorette Party
-Bridal Showers
-Day of Coordinator
-Gender Reveal
-Birthday Parties
-Family Reunions

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS

 

 

• Flooring
• Painting
• Installs

• And Much More!

• Repairs
• Assembly
• Remodels

Licensed and Insured
920- 221-5798

www.bellinservices.com

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G
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Visitor Services Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of 
Glass. Customer service and professionalism 

required. Part Time $15/hour, evenings 
and weekends required. 920 751-4658

Rummage and Collectables Sale: Every Satur-
day 10am-6pm, Every Sunday 11am – 6pm. 

1930 West College Avenue, Appleton.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal 

reliability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels 

included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, no hidden fees! 

Some restrictions apply.  
Call IVS 1-844-724-0738

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discov-
er the ideal solution for anyone who struggles 

on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today!  1-877-831-0499

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 

10% Senior & Military Discounts.  
Call 1-877-920-3533

For Sale Mini Cavapoo pups very cute good 
deposition all females shots Vet Checked $800 

call  715-758-2433

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty Roofs, Metal 
Buildings Free Est. 608-221-3510 or  

414-369-7263

Pure Bred Mini Poodle pups. Well socialized 
with children. Vet checked for shots N4328 

County T Shawano 715-758-6282  $400

Replace your roof with the best looking and 
longest lasting material -steel from Erie 

Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for military, 

health workers & 1st responders.)  
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-748-6332

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 

1-844-406-2647 today!

GO FISH CANADA!!! KING FISHER RESORT! 
Cabin, Boat, Motor and Gas. $91/person 

per day.  July, August & Sept Special $88/
person per day Easy Driving access. 800-

452-8824. www.kingfisherlodge.com

Employment

For Sale

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

“I think being a defending state champi-
on can be hard sometimes because you can 
have that pressure, but the pressure makes 
me work harder and gives me something 
else to push for,” Anderson said. “Getting 
it one time was fun but I would like to do 
it again.”

Anderson enters the 2025 season know-
ing that this won’t be her final year of com-
peting in throwing events. 

She recently committed to UW-Mil-
waukee on a track and field scholarship 
and will continue to throw for the Pan-
thers. 

“I’m really excited to be coached by 
(Panthers’ throws coach Terrance How-
ard) and I met my teammates and they are 
a bunch of great girls,” Anderson said. “I 
just like the facilities there and the atmo-
sphere of the athletics program is really 
great.”

Although track and field is her best 
sport, Anderson certainly has enjoyed 
success in other athletic areas.

She was a four-year varsity player for the 
Zephyr basketball team and a key figure in 
St. Mary Catholic’s runner-up state finish 
this season. She averaged more than 13 
points and about nine rebounds per game 
as a post presence for the Zephyrs, despite 
being outsized by most of the opponents 
she went against.

“For my position I am short, which 
sometimes is hard. You just have to out-
work them and then everything will be 
fine,” said Anderson, who is listed at 5-10. 
“I think positioning is most of it. I have 
been in that position my four years here, 
so I think just learning where I need to be 
and the movement of that and learning 
my teammates and how they feed me the 
ball is part of it. Really just working hard 
at getting open and finishing my shots as 
well as I can.”

Anderson said that the basketball sea-
son was a memorable one even if the 
Zephyrs came up short of winning a gold 
basketball.

“Obviously the outcome wasn’t what 
we wanted but we should look back on 
our season and be proud of everything 
that we did,” Anderson said. “The group I 

Senior Standout
from Page 10

Conference runner-up Oshkosh West 
also returns the bulk of its roster from last 
season, while Neenah will also compete 
with Hortonville, Kimberly and Oshkosh 
North at the top of the FVA. 

The Rockets open the FVA season at 
home against Oshkosh West on Tuesday.

St. Mary Catholic
The Zephyrs might make things a little 

uncomfortable for opposing pitchers this 
season with a veteran-laden lineup. 

St. Mary Catholic returns two of its top 
three hitters from last year in senior Emi-
ly Vogel and junior Samantha Weiss, who 
each hit over .400 last season and earned 
all-conference recognition. 

Vogel led the team with a .455 batting 
average and finished with 17 RBIs while 
earning honorable mention all-conference 
honors, while Weiss as a second-team all-

league selection after batting .419 a season 
ago. 

Seniors Jaklyn Akey and Addison Mod-
er, junior Audrey Weber and sophomores 
Ainslie Liddy and Cadance Kohel also re-
turn after gaining varsity experience a year 
ago. 

Head coach Jennifer Rodman will also 
look to freshmen Gabby Guerrero, Emmi 
Weiss, Scarlett Reichenbacher and Paxtyn 
Trinkner to contribute this season. Guer-
rer and Trinkner will be an integral part 
of the roster this season and the duo will 
make up the varsity pitching staff  as the 
Zephyrs graduated  pair of hurlers from 
last year who accounted for all but three 
innings pitched last season.

“The returning players, along with our 
incoming freshman will provide a bal-
anced attack at the plate,” Rodman com-
mented. “A main goal of ours every year is 
to win conference, and that goal is still the 
same this year.  We also want to continue 
to compete in regionals and sectionals, 
with the ultimate goal of getting to state.”

Softball preview
from Page 9

did it with, I wouldn’t want to do it with 
anyone else. We worked so hard for each 
other and for our coaches and our team, 
so to get to that point of playing for a state 
championship, it meant so much.”

Anderson also played tennis the past 
two seasons at St. Mary Catholic and fin-
ished 27-0 with partner Lorelai Miller at 
No. 3 doubles last fall. 

“My junior year, basketball was getting 
intense and track was getting intense for 
me and I kind of want to hone in on those 
two. So tennis was just something I was 
going to pick up and be fun,” Anderson 
said. “I played for two years so I definite-
ly got better over that time. But mostly I 
was doing the things that a tennis player 

wouldn’t expect a person to do.”
Being a three-sport athlete can be gru-

eling at times but Anderson believes that 
being involved in sports has taught her 
how to effectively use her time as well as 
being able to work with others to achieve 
a goal.

“It has made me devote my time to 
things I need to do and also it’s made me 
a great teammate and that will carry me in 
my life pretty far,” Anderson said. “Know-
ing how to give up my time for other peo-
ple and vice versa and people helping me 
has been a blessing. The coaches I have 
had and the teammates I have had just 
pushing me to be better is something I will 
always take with me.”

To advertise in the Neenah News, 
call 920-486-1616. 
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Camel Fact and Opinion
Describe a camel with three facts and 

one opinion. Label each one.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Write descriptively 

using supporting details.

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Standards Link: Reading: Use context clues to determine vocabulary
Standards Link: Language Arts: 

Identify adjectives.

Look through today’s 
newspaper to find 10 

adjectives that 
describe a desert.

Desert 
Description

Fast or Slow?

Togetherness
Camels are social animals 
 that like to be in groups called    
  herds. Can you find each camel’s   
   exact twin?

Camels have _________, tough feet that help 
them _______ on hot, sandy deserts. These wide 
feet keep them from sinking in the _______ and, 
surprisingly, make them excellent swimmers!

When it’s windy in the desert, camels can pinch 
their nostrils _________ to keep out sand and dust.

Designed for the 
Desert
Oops! The hot desert sun melted some 
of the words in this paragraph. Can you 
replace them?

Blink! Blink! Blink!
Camels have lovely, long lashes to 
help keep sand out of their eyes. But 
that’s not all. Camels have another 
interesting eye feature that helps keep 
the sand out of their eyes. Circle every 
other letter to find out what it is.

C S A B M T E J L M S Q H V A H V L E W A C
T B H N I Y R K D B E Q Y X E M L O I T D H

Standards Link: Science: Animals have features that aid in survival.

Standards Link: Science: Variations 
  exist within a species.

What’s in the Hump?

One Hump, Two Humps

A camel’s hump is not filled with water. 
Hold this page up to a mirror to see what’s 

inside a camel’s hump.

Do the math. The camel with an even-numbered 
answer is a BACTRIAN camel. The one with an 

odd-numbered answer is a DROMEDARY.

15

25

5
10

20

55

5

5

5

10
10

miles per hour in 
short bursts.

2 + 3 4 + 4

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 18

T

A

Y

G

R

E

N

E

K

S

E

L

I

H

F

O

O

D

W

O

B

H

Q

U

M

I

J

I

W

C

O

O

L

M

W

E

M

I

A

I

Z

T

V

P

F

M

K

M

T

A

P

S

H

S

E

C

E

Y

E

L

D

U

A

R

I

L

D

S

R

N

H

N

S

V

U

T

R

E

S

E

D

C

S

G

H

M

U

Y

Z

B

CAMEL
COOL
DESERT
DUST
ENERGY
EYES
FOOD
HOT
HUMPS
RUN
SAND
SOCIAL
SUN
SWIMMERS
WATER Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

For centuries, humans have used camels as transportation and to 
carry goods across the desert. For this reason, they have earned a 
famous nickname. Use the code to reveal it.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

D
E
F
H
I

=
=
=
=
=

O
P
R
S
T

=
=
=
=
=

Camels usually take their time walking in the hot desert. 
How fast can a camel run? 
Add up the numbers 
on the correct 
path through this 
maze to discover 
the answer.

Ask a family member for nouns, adjectives and verbs to �ll in the blanks. 
Then read your silly story aloud!

It was a ____________ day in the desert. Clive Camel 

challenged Carla Camel to a race from the sandy 

________________ to a __________ oasis a mile away.

Carla got an early lead, running as fast as a ___________. 

But she tripped over a _____________ and Clive pulled 

into the lead.

Clive struggled running up a ___________ dune, and he 

began to ________ down the other side. Carla caught up!

The two camels were neck-and-__________ as they 

approached the oasis. As he galloped over the 

_______________, Clive shouted, “I’m going to win!”

Just then, the oasis disappeared! “Oh, no! The oasis was 

just a ___________ mirage!” cried Carla as clouds of dust 

and _____________ swirled all around the two camels.

Standards Link: Language: Recognize and use parts of speech correctly.

Thank you for supporting local news!
 Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper: Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper:
• • Stay Connected to Local News and Events:Stay Connected to Local News and Events: Local newspapers provide coverage of community-specific 

news, events, and issues that larger media outlets often overlook, keeping you informed about what’s 
happening in your area.

• • Support Local Journalism:Support Local Journalism: By supporting Neenah News with a membership you help sustain 
independent journalism that holds local governments, businesses, and organizations accountable.

• • Promote Local Businesses:Promote Local Businesses: Community newspapers often feature advertisements, profiles, and stories 
about local businesses, fostering a stronger local economy and encouraging residents to shop 
locally.

• • Preserve Local Culture and Voices:Preserve Local Culture and Voices: Local newspapers highlight community stories, achievements, 
traditions, and unique perspectives that contribute to the area’s identity and cultural heritage.

• • Build a Sense of Community:Build a Sense of Community: Supporting your local newspaper strengthens community ties by 
providing a platform for discussion, celebrating shared successes, and addressing collective 
challenges.

Join online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/, calling 920-486-1616
or stopping at or mailing a $50 annual membership to Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. #090B, Neenah WI 54956


