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Departing St. Vincent de Paul director reflects on impact 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) of Neen-
ah-Menasha director Jeremy Pingel is 
preparing to transition to a new role as a 
homeless outreach case coordinator with 
the city of Green Bay, leaving the organi-
zation and community stronger through 
his advocacy.

Pingel’s tenure was marked by signifi-
cant changes over the past three years that 
helped improve the lives of those in need. 
Most notable is the expansion of the or-
ganization’s food pantry in Neenah, which 
just five years ago was operating out of a 
church closet in Menasha. 

In 2021, the pantry was relocated and 
expanded to a portion of the SVDP thrift 
store at 1425 S. Commercial St. What 
started with about 50 families quickly 
grew to support more than 2,000 fami-

lies, and the pantry began running out of 
space.

With Pingel at the helm, SVDP took 
over 91% of the mini-mall on South 
Commercial in 2023, acquiring the 
27,000-square-foot space next door that 
previously operated as a day care. After 
about five months of remodeling, the 
newly expanded Vinnie’s Pantry opened 
to the public that November.

“That’s probably my greatest accom-
plishment,” he said. “When I joined the 
organization, they had not even purchased 
the property yet, so they had started some 
negotiations, but then I was involved in 
the purchase and some of the redesign 
and all the bumps and bruises that come 
with expansion, renovation, permitting – 
all that sort of thing.”

Pingel, who lives in De Pere, is a 1994 
Neenah High School graduate with a 

background in psychology. Having vis-
ited food pantries with his mother as a 
child, his compassion and understanding 
of the struggles facing those who are food 
insecure is evident in the design of Vin-
nie’s Pantry, which is set up like a grocery 
store with a room of bread, produce, dry 
and canned goods and refrigerated items, 
and a separate hygiene room for toiletries, 
menstrual products and other supplies. 

There is a front desk and reception area 
with coffee and couches, and a private 
waiting area to provide dignity to pantry 
users who previously had to wait in line 
inside the thrift store. On especially cold 
days, it is not uncommon to see an unshel-
tered resident bundled up in blankets sit-
ting in the reception area as a sort of make-
shift warming shelter. 

Neenah News

Jeremy Pingel, director of St. Vincent de Paul 
of Neenah-Menasha, is shown outside the 
food pantry last week.See Pantry director on Page 11

Photo by David Hall

Spring in the air
Area residents got outdoors last weekend to enjoy some sunshine and recreation trails, including the Trestle Trail Bridge connect-
ing Fox Crossing and Menasha as part of the Loop the Lake. Warmer temperatures were in the forecast for this weekend that 
will draw out even more people outside.

City attorney case files turned over
Report reveals details  
on sexual assault inquiry

By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A 40-page internal investigation report 
that led to the reinstatement of city attor-
ney David Rashid amid sexual assault pro-
ceedings indicates a Neenah police investi-
gator visited the home of a sitting alderman 
to attempt to facilitate a recorded phone 
call aimed at exonerating Rashid from al-

leged misconduct.
When questioned by Neenah News in 

August about the allegation, Neenah Police 
Chief Aaron Olson declined to comment.

The criminal investigation was conduct-
ed by the Appleton Police Department, 
and last April Rashid was charged with 
third- and fourth-degree sexual assault of 
his former wife. The woman, who is not 
named in the report, told an investigator 
that Rashid sexually assaulted her while 
they were married during incidents be-
tween 2017 and 2022.

The city placed Rashid on administrative 
leave after the criminal charges but reinstat-
ed him in August after an internal person-
nel investigation conducted by the Neenah 
Police Department found “no violations 
pertaining to matters of the workplace,” ac-
cording to a press release issued by Mayor 
Jane Lang. 

The city denied three open records re-
quests from Neenah News for the inves-
tigation report over the course of eight 

See City attorney on Page 9
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Neenah Purple-Up recognizes military children
Neenah News

Children of military service members 
will be honored nationwide Tuesday, in-
cluding locally by the American Legion 
Hawley-Dieckhoff Post 33 in Neenah 
with the annual Purple-Up for Military 
Kids Day.

Support is shown for children of those 
in all military branches represented with 
the color purple that combines the green, 
blue and red of those branches. Residents 
will be wearing purple and displaying pur-
ple ribbons on doors and porches.

April is month of the military child, 
with the Legion noting that children must 
endure separation from parents during 
times of deployment, loss of friends, fam-
ilies, familiar places and changing schools 
frequently because of military personnel 
orders. 

Mary Koslowski, chaplain for the 
Auxiliary, Winnebago County and Dis-
trict 6, said wearing a purple ribbon 
shows support for those whose parents 
have served or are currently serving in 
the military, and honors those who’ve 
passed. There are five military children 
in the local unit.

“These kids need our support,” she said. 
“Often, they’re not with their parents. 
They’re with grandparents, aunts, uncles 
or friends, and they’re lonesome. We’ve 
got to give them the support they need, 

just to let them know we’re thinking about 
them.”

Legion auxiliary members promoted 
month of the military child and Purple-Up 
Day, which is Tuesday, at St. Gabriel’s par-
ish fish fry last Friday, decorating tables, 
handing out information and purple rib-
bons, and offering a coloring activity for 

children. Auxiliary members will also be 
at the final Lenten fish fry and bingo to-
night.

Donations received from the St. Gabri-
el’s fish fry and other contributions will go 
toward military children in the communi-
ty through the help of the Hawley-Dieck-
hoff Post.

Submitted photo

Sons of the American Legion member Mason Mauthe (from left), chaplain Mary Koslowski, 
president Jill Fritsch and poppy chair Patti Julius were at the St. Gabriel parish fish fry last 
Friday to promote the month of the military child. 

Neenah Historical Society photo

Island Park anglers
Fishermen line up along water at Island Park on First Street in this undated image.

 

Friday, April 11
Booras, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 1350 W. Amer-

ican Drive

Saturday, April 12
Neenah Lions Club Super Spring 

Sale, 9 a.m., The Dome, 1338 S. Com-
mercial Ave.

Sunday, April 13
Palm Sunday Donkey Walk and Pan-

cake Breakfast, 8:30 a.m., Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, 809 S. Commercial St.

Lawrence University Piano Jazz Trio, 
2 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Monday, April 14
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m., Cranky 

Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Friday, April 18
Jazz for ’90s Kids, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 1350 

W. American Drive

Sunday, April 20
Lawrence University Piano Jazz Trio, 

2 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Monday, April 21
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m., Cranky 

Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Tuesday, April 22
Film Series: “National Lampoon’s 

Vacation,” 1 p.m., Neenah-Menasha 
YMCA

Saturday, April 26
Earth Day program, 10:30 a.m., 

Neenah Public Library
Last Light Neenah launch, 7 p.m., 135 W. 

Wisconsin Ave. and Green’s Pour House

Calendar 
of events

Town of Neenah sets its annual meeting
The Town of Neenah is holding its an-

nual meeting starting at 7 p.m. Tuesday at 
the Town Hall, 1600 Breezewood Lane. 
The meeting can also be viewed online 
through Zoom with a link available at 

townofneenah.com.
Town officials will swear in newly elect-

ed officials, review 2024 accomplishments 
and this year’s goals, and approve the trea-
surer’s report and annual report.

Retired county education staff set meeting, program
The Winnebago County Retired Educa-

tors’ Association invites all retired school 
employees who live in or have worked in 
Winnebago County to its April 17 meet-
ing at Jeff ’s On Rugby in Oshkosh.  

Registration starts at 11 a.m. followed 

by a short business meeting at 11:30 be-
fore lunch. The program will feature Cori 
Laux, resident coach at Tiny House Vil-
lage in Oshkosh. 

Those interested may email rol-
son3430@aol.com by Friday.  

Warning sirens back on Saturday noon schedule
Winnebago County’s outdoor warning 

sirens are being tested starting this month 
at noon Saturdays through September, de-
signed to warn people who are outdoors 
that a severe weather situation is occurring 
or likely to happen soon.

Tests will be canceled if severe weather 
and other serious conditions are immi-
nent. 

For more information, contact the Win-
nebago County Office Emergency Man-
agement at 920-236-7463.

Correction
APRIL 4, PAGE 3: The Growing Up 
Neenah exhibit will be at the Neenah 
Historical Society at 343 Smith St. on 
the first floor of the Octagon House. 
The location was listed incorrectly in 
the story.



 neenahnews.com x Page 3April 11, 2025

‘School of Kindness’ shows kids the way 
Neenah News

Children’s book author Kristen Minster 
has published “School of Kindness,” which 
shares the impact that acts of kindness can 
bring to a community. 

Minster is an early childhood educator 
with 11 years of teaching experience in 
the United States and internationally, and 
currently a teacher at Lake Edge Learn-
ing Center in Neenah where she said her 
3-year-old students discuss and practice 
kindness on a daily basis.

“Everywhere I have taught, I have always 
put empathy and kindness at the forefront 

of building classroom community,” she 
said by email. “The practice of being kind 
to others through words and actions is so 
important to instill in young children.”

The Neenah resident will be selling her 
book, which was released March 15, at 
Lyons Books in downtown Neenah and 
hosting a meet-and-greet from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. May 3. 

The book is also available at payhip.
com/schoolofkindness.

She is also planning to organize a book 
event at the Neenah Public Library at a 
date to be determined.

Submitted photo

Kristen Minster holds her book “School of Kindness” that was released last month.

Camp Invention coming to Neenah
Neenah News

Camp Invention, a national nonprofit 
summer enrichment program, is coming 
to Neenah the week of June 16.

A program of the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame in partnership with the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, Camp In-
vention challenges children in grades K-6 
to tap into their curiosity and creativity to 
solve problems. The program promotes 
STEM learning; builds confidence, lead-
ership, perseverance and resourcefulness 
while encouraging entrepreneurship.

The program features a new curriculum 
each year inspired by some of the nation’s 
most notable inventors who are in the Na-
tional Inventors Hall of Fame. This year’s 
Discover program offers hands-on experi-
ences including: 

• In Control: Campers take control of 

their innovation journey as they head out 
on the ultimate road trip.

• Illusion Workshop: Children discover 
the mesmerizing world of illusions, where 
things are not always as they appear.

• Claw Arcade: Campers use their cre-
ativity and engineering skills to construct 
a functional claw arcade out of cardboard.

• Penguin Launch: Children embark on 
an eco-expedition to investigate penguins 
and the ice and snow of Antarctica.

All local programs are facilitated and 
taught by qualified educators in the com-
munity. Camp Invention serves 140,000 
students every year and partners with more 
than 2,600 schools and districts. For more 
information or to register, visit invent.
org/camp. Since 1990, the programs have 
served more than 3 million children, and 
297,000 teachers and leadership interns. 

Hands-on Earth Day activities at Public Library
Neenah News

Children and their families are invited 
to attend a free Earth Day program spon-
sored by the Northeast Wisconsin Ameri-
can Chemical Society and Neenah Public 
Library. 

This year’s theme is Glaciers: Hot Top-
ic, Cool Chemistry with hands-on activi-
ties from 10:30 a.m. to noon April 26 at 
the library.

Free copies of an Earth Day edition of 

Celebrating Chemistry will be available 
for participants. 

Chemists Celebrate Earth Week 
(CCEW) is a community-based program 
of the American Chemical Society (ACS) 
during the week of Earth Day, which is 
April 22 and administered by the ACS Of-
fice of Science Outreach. The ACS joined 
the Earth Day celebration in 2003. Other 
activities and events can be found at acs.
org/ccew.

Museum of Glass reports successful fundraising 
The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of 

Glass reported a record evening of fund-
raising at its Feb. 15 Night at the Muse-
um: Baccarat event, which celebrated 
the museum’s collection of Baccarat 
glass.

With 150 friends and supporters in at-
tendance, the museum raised $101,000 for 
its exhibitions and educational programs, 
and another $20,000 for its Collections 
Fund through the sale of museum-quality 
paperweights.

Photo by David Hall

Parrot participation
A Jimmy Buffet tribute drew musicians and singers recently to the Neenah Public Library.

NEENAH     OSHKOSH

bergstromford.com

$399
PER MONTH

48
MONTH

$0 DOWN PAYMENT

2024 Ford
Bronco Sport

LEASE

EMPLOYEE
PRICING

FOR ALL

*To approved credit thru Ford Credit on 2024 Ford Bronco Sport (N24428) example is FCTP unit; multi avail. $399/mo lease is 48mo/10,000 miles/year. 
$0 down payment + first payment for a total of $399 due at signing. Tax, title, license and service fees ($399) extra. No Security Deposit. Ends 6/2/25.

XLT

2024 Ford
F-150

$8,000
OFF MSRP*

UP TO

EMPLOYEE
PRICING

FOR ALL

*Up to $8,000 o� MSRP is dealer discount (everyone qualifies). 
Example stock: F243727. Ends 6/2/25. 
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Delivered Monday-Friday over the noon hour.
Delivery area is within city limits of Neenah and Menasha.
$6 per meal, choose all/some weekdays.
Special diets can be accommodated.

Hot, Nutritious, Delivered
Meals on Wheels for Seniors

It's a great time of year to start Meals on Wheels. 
Call 920-727-5555 to sign up. 

V a l l e y VNA S e n i o r C a r e
I n - H o m e C a r e | I n d e p e n d e n t S e n i o r A p a r t m e n t s 

A s s i s t e d L i v i n g | C o mm u n i t y P r o g r a m s 
1 5 3 5 L y o n D r i v e | N e e n a h | ( 9 2 0 ) 7 2 7 - 5 5 5 5 | v a l l e y v n a . o r g 

Neenah-Menasha Meals on Wheels is a community collaboration of 
Valley VNA Senior Care, the Neenah-Menasha Emergency Society, and 

ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Neenah.

No job too small or 
large! Now Offering 
10, 20, and 30 yard 

dumpsters.
Call for rates and 

availability.

Locally Owned &  Operated 
Neenah, WI

920-312-6616
www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

Broasted Chicken
Served Daily

4pc dinner or 12pc Bucket to Go

Living options, limitations reviewed by council
Housing study details  
need for new dwellings
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

A housing study presented to the Neen-
ah Common Council last month high-
lighted the ongoing need for diverse and 
affordable housing options in the city.

The study conducted by Stantec Con-
sulting between late 2024 and early 2025 
indicated Neenah needs about 960 new 
housing units over the 
next decade – about 
100 per year – to meet 
growing community 
needs. 

Urban planner Spen-
cer Cox with Stantec 
said that the city fac-
es housing shortages 
across multiple demo-
graphic segments, with 
housing production consistently failing to 
meet growth.

“So as Neenah has continued to add 
new households to the community, hous-
ing production has not went up, and the 
gap between housing units and house-
holds that have been added have contin-
ued to shrink, not just within Neenah, but 
also within the broader region,” he said. 
“And that constriction within the hous-
ing market, between new demand from 
households moving in and the lack of new 
supply that’s being added to the market, 
means that housing costs are going up, 
and that’s both true in the rental market 
and in the ownership market.”

Cox identified three primary housing 

demand drivers: entry-level ownership 
housing, affordable rental options and di-
verse senior and post-ownership housing.

The study included details on the im-
pacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
housing and rental availability and prices. 
Notably, from 2019 to 2021 there was an 
8% increase in renters, while median rent 
jumped by 27% between 2019 and 2023. 
The median price for a home in Janu-
ary 2020 cost $188,200, compared with 
$252,560 two years later, representing a 
34% increase.

Home prices across the board have ac-
celerated in price, with the median home 
increasing by 125% since 2014, according 
to the study.

Cox pointed out the significant impact 
of interest rates on the ability to purchase 
a home, noting a shift from about 3% to 
8% in interest rates increases the income 
required to purchase a home “by $30,000 
or about a third.” 

Additionally, he said construction costs 
have skyrocketed, making it “extremely 
difficult to build a new single-family home 
for less than $350,000.”

The supply shortage has direct conse-
quences for housing costs, with Cox not-
ing that Neenah has a high percentage of 
cost-burdened households, with 37% of 
residents spending more than 30% of their 
income on housing. 

“Of those that are earning $50,000 or 
less, which is a large amount of occupa-
tions of single-income earners, the vast 
majority of them are cost burdened when 
they’re renting,” Cox said. “There’s a strong 
demand for rental housing, in particular.”

The largest proportion of households 
within the community still remain people 

above 55 years old who live alone in small-
er households, Cox explained. This trend 
aligns with a broader national shift toward 
single-person households, with projec-
tions suggesting nearly 50% of all house-
holds could be single-person by 2030.

The study notes low-income housing 
tax credits remain the most dependable 
path to creating affordable multifamily 
rental housing. But getting those projects 
approved and built has become the main 
obstacle.

The development of a mixed-income 
housing neighborhood at the former 
Shattuck Middle School site that would 
include low-income tax credits was reject-
ed due to neighborhood resistance. The 
Shattuck site has sat vacant for two years 
after the Common Council voted against 
rezoning the parcel so that a developer 
could construct 89 apartments inside the 
building and 49 single family homes at the 
site. 

Cox said the Shattuck situation indi-
cated to developers that the community 
has resistance to adding affordable hous-
ing “and makes it riskier in terms of the 
developer coming into a project to build 
multifamily housing, so that sends the 
wrong signals to developers about … the 
needs within the community. And that 
was very clear in many different housing 

interviews.”
The recommended solutions focus 

heavily on zoning code modifications.
“But one of the things that were kind of 

the lowest hanging fruit, and that have al-
ready been talked about from the people 
that were speaking earlier, were adjust-
ments to the zoning code, and in particu-
lar, developing a zoning code that lowers 
the risk for new development, that allows 
for increasing middle density homes, so 
townhomes against plexes, and lower, 
smaller, multifamily homes within differ-
ent neighborhoods within the communi-
ty,” he said.

Stantec produced a range of zoning revi-
sions to increase the supply of infill devel-
opment and new development. 

“And the main emphasis that I want 
to put here is that while zoning remains 
one of the major aspects, a big aspect of 
attracting new development is creating a 
level playing field that’s very clear to de-
velopers what their costs will be going in 
up front, and knowing that if they’re start-
ing to develop a project, that they won’t 
face community resistance when it comes 
to developing the kind of housing that’s 
been developed within the community,” 
he said.

Cox

See Housing study on Page 5

OPEN
Monday, Thursday, 

Friday, Sunday
11AM-7PM 

Saturday 9AM-7PM

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

Happy Spring!
Weʼre back to regular hours. Stop by 

and check out our new ciders!
Home of handcrafted Meads, Wines & Ciders 
made from locally sourced honey & fruits.



 neenahnews.com x Page 5April 11, 2025

Neighboring opposition often 
impacts housing developments
Neenah News

An infill development project proposed 
last year for a home and attached garage 
on a portion of a double frontage parcel 
was met with opposition referred to as 
“NIMBYism,” short for “not in my back-
yard.”

Several neighboring homeowners 
spoke at Common Council and commit-
tee meetings in opposition of dividing the 
lot, which fronts on Main Street, to create 
a second lot fronting on Edward, calling 
it “a crazy idea,” voicing frustration over 
existing challenges with neighbors, and 
stating there isn’t enough room to build a 
house on such a small lot.

The parcel required city approval be-
cause the size of the two lots would be less 
than the 60-foot width and 7,200-square-
foot area required by city ordinance, 
though developer Duane Murphy of Ex-
pert Real Estate Partners told the council at 
the time that within a block of the home are 

18 properties under the ordinance size re-
quirement, including the neighboring lot.

Murphy decided to use infill develop-
ment to construct a home on the parcel 
“to try to, again, fulfill a need for that af-
fordable housing that is just nonexistent in 
today’s market, and then to build on lots 
that are not bringing in any tax dollars and 
not really serving us,” he told the council 
last year.

The council ultimately gave the devel-
opment the green light. A year later, con-
struction of the single-family home and 
garage is substantially completed.

Lot splitting, tiny houses and accessory 
dwelling units are some of the trends that 
residents can expect to see as developers 
work to meet housing needs, according to 
Jennifer Sunstrom, director of public rela-
tions and government affairs for the Real-
tors Association of Northeast Wisconsin, 
who said nimbyism is often one of the big-
gest hurdles in new housing.

Neenah News

An infill development project on a double lot that was split to build a new home is shown on 
Edward Street while under construction. 

Other strategies to increase housing 
include using local housing trust funds 
(LHTFs) established by a local government 
to fund projects. Several cities in Wiscon-
sin have adopted LHTF tools, including La 
Crosse, which capitalized at $1.2 million to 
gap finance or renovate affordable housing 
through low-interest loans.

Changing Neenah’s zoning restrictions 
to allow accessory dwelling units, such as 
an above-garage unit, standalone cottage 
or converted garage, was another sugges-
tion, as was turning city-owned parcels 
or land into housing and using vacant or 
dilapidated lots for infill redevelopment. 

Brad Schmidt, deputy director of com-
munity development, told the council he’s 
happy with the strategies that were devel-
oped.

“We all know we need different types 
of housing, and obviously housing afford-
ability has become an issue,” he said. “But 
what can we do as a city? We are not home 

builders. Cities don’t build houses. We 
help facilitate and encourage housing to 
be built. So we have to look at ourselves 
in the mirror.”

Jennifer Sunstrom, director of public 
relations and government affairs for the 
Realtors Association of Northeast Wis-
consin, praised the housing study as well 
done and unbiased, and emphasized the 
responsibility that the Common Council 
has in facilitating development.

“To all of you, the buck stops here, 
and whether housing gets created or not 
comes down to your decision making,” 
she said. “The wheels can come off right 
here, and so what I’m hoping is that this 
housing study provides you with the back-
ing that you need to make sometimes very 
difficult decisions on housing, but that are 
needed to serve the best interests of the 
entire community, not just now, not just 
today, not just for the next three years, but 
for future generations. That’s what I be-
lieve this housing study can provide you.”

The full Neenah Housing Study and 
Needs Assessment is available on the City 
of Neenah website.

Housing study
from Page 4
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Spring Open House 
* Prize Giveaways *

Saturday, April 12th
9am – 3pm

ROOFING

 SIDING

GUTTERSDOORS

PERGOLAS

o

AWNINGS

WINDOWS

DECKS

WRIGHTWAYBUILT.COM

Wrightway Home Improvements

Showrooms

Fond Du Lac
235 W Scott St

(920) 929-8999

Oshkosh
1951 S Washburn St

(920) 232-5600

Save an
EXTRA $250*

Call Today for Spring Savings 
& Hope To See You April 12th, 9a-3p
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At Fox Valley Hearing Center, we’re devoted to At Fox Valley Hearing Center, we’re devoted to 
helping you reclaim the sounds — and life — you love.helping you reclaim the sounds — and life — you love.

Hiring Caring People 
JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS 

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benefits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767 

senior sbticleTM 
Home Care 

Rocket debaters capture state titles in dominant style
By Jami Severstad
News contributor

This year’s Wisconsin Debate Coach-
es’ Association (WDCA) state tourna-
ment in West Bend resulted in Neenah 
High School winning the first-place team 
award, a state championship and several 
individual place winners. 

Kale Hildebrandt was also one of three 
winners of a $500 WDCA scholarship for 
excellence in debate and academics.

Individual Rocket varsity debaters 
(and their records) include state champi-
on Aidan Lishner (6-0), state runner-up 
Drew Benthein (5-1), semifinalist Jack 
Brown (4-2), semifinalist Caroline Hodg-
es (6-0) and quarterfinalist Kale Hildeb-
randt (4-2).

“It was a great tournament against the 
best in the state, and I think that every-
body I went against really helped me grow 
as a debater,” said Lishner.

“It was a great end to a very fulfilling 
season,” said Hodges. 

Benthein added, “We fought tooth and 
nail. This year we went so hard, (and) they 
couldn’t keep up.” 

Although no strangers to competition 
at the state level – all Neenah competitors 
participated at state last year – the Rock-
ets were especially proud of their overall 
performance.

“It was a long weekend of blood, sweat 
and tears. We managed to dominate the 
rest of the competition and come out on 
top,” said Lishner.

His choice of “dominate” isn’t used 
lightly. Perhaps the most impressive re-
sult for Neenah was its first closeout ever 
for every spot in the elimination bracket. 
Closeout means all placegetters are mem-

bers of one team, blocking every other 
team from the podium. Neenah’s block 
was five deep and occurred at the close of 
the six preliminary rounds — before quar-
terfinals even began.

According to Benthein, “I don’t think 
they (judges) have ever seen one team 
close out all the spots.”

“Closeouts have happened …” said 
Brown, and Benthein finished his thought: 
“But not to that degree, though.”

Hodges chimed in, “Yeah, I don’t think 
there’s ever been a closeout for all elimi-
nation rounds, except for this year. Maybe 
for finals.”

“Plus,” added Lishner, “no Neenah kids 
have been to finals in what, seven or eight 
years?”

In addition to debate success, coach 
Linda Dums was awarded the Varsity Lin-
coln-Douglas Coach Champion award for 
that format.

Lincoln-Douglas debate is a val-
ues-based format focusing on moral rea-
soning and ethical judgment. Debaters 
argue for or against a resolution by estab-
lishing a value and a value criterion. All 
students from Neenah participated.

“I think they give (the award) when 
your team does really well,” Dums said. “I 
think it’s just because I’m the coach of a 
good team … our team is pretty amazing, 
and they do a lot of work on their own. 
When they’re working on cases, it’s kind 
of a teamwork effort. People work on their 
own cases, but there’s a lot of collabora-
tion.”

Lishner said as he displayed a thick 
binder, “Drew and I, we had so much prep. 
We had 46 pages on Aff(irmative) … and 
then Neg(ative), this is all the stuff. We 
had 200 pages on Neg(ative).”

“They helped me work on (a) case that’s 
actually impenetrable, it was so good,” 
Hodges added.

To qualify for state, students must have 

posted winning records at two previous 
WDCA-sanctioned tournaments. In addi-
tion to awards for best records, the tour-
nament presents Speaker Awards for espe-
cially impressive performances. Neenah 
won five of the six awarded, including 
First Speaker (Brown) as well as Benthein, 
Hildebrandt, Lishner and Hodges.

“I was surprised to get First Speaker, 
because I don’t usually get good speaks,” 
Brown said.

These speaker points were a determin-
ing factor between Lishner and Hodges’s 
identical 6-0 records.

In junior varsity, semifinalist Blake Bor-
nemann took fourth with a 4-2 record and 
sixth in Speaker Awards, and Kylee Mar-
shall was eighth in Speaker Awards. It was 
Bornemann’s first year in the sport.

Hodges prodded Bornemann, “You 
kept saying you thought you weren’t going 
to do good.”

“I didn’t think so, because I didn’t know 
who was going to be in the pool, and I 
hadn’t gone against a lot of them,” Bor-
nemann explained. “But once I did the six 
prelims, I felt better. I’m happy with how 
far I got. I wish I would have won semi(fi-
nals) because I had already beaten that girl 
… but I was content.”

Other teams participating includ-
ed West Bend combined, Homestead, 
Brookfield East, Marquette University 
High School and Sheboygan South.

The team now heads to the Harvard Na-
tional Speech and Debate Tournament for 
the third time; the Wisconsin Forensics 
Coaches Association State Tournament; 
the National Catholic Forensics League 
Grand Nationals; and National Speech 
and Debate Association National Speech 
and Debate Tournament, capping off the 
year in June.

While debate may not be as popular as 
sports or other high school activities, it 
provides a strong foundation for students 
interested in building a successful future.

“It’s a way to access other topics not 
taught in school,” said Brown. “It’s incred-
ibly helpful for college. You’re 38% more 
likely to get into a good college.”

As Benthein explained, “We do a lot 
of research, and we learn how to talk and 
work through problems.”

“And make new friends,” Lishner added. 
“It’s fun. It’s good for understanding other 
people’s viewpoints and becoming more 
informed about how other people exist. It 
makes you a more informed citizen.”

Brown’s earlier statistic proved true for 
the four seniors on the varsity squad. Ben-
thein, Brown, Hildebrandt and Lishner all 
notched acceptances — and large scholar-
ships — from elite institutions around the 
country. Three of the four have decided to 
double-major, and in departments drawn 
from their debate experiences: philoso-
phy, political science and sociology.

Will the future hold more debate oppor-
tunities for the graduating seniors? Lish-
ner and Benthein exclaimed simultane-
ously, “Yes!” and Benthein qualified, “The 
only schools I applied to have debate.”

Photo from Aidan Lishner

Neenah High School’s state place winners were (from left) Blake Bornemann, Jack Brown, 
Drew Benthein, Aidan Lishner, Caroline Hodges and Kale Hildebrandt.
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It’s not always easy to get started on your own. Thankfully, you don’t have to. Our 
communities are filled with individuals who care about supporting you and helping 
you reach your goals. At ThedaCare, we’re inspired by first steps, crossing the 
finish line — and all the living in between. That’s why we’re on a mission to create a 
healthier future for all.

Your life is our specialty. Learn how to live life inspired and  
join the movement at ThedaCare.org/LifeInspired.

LIVE LIFE INSPIRED
YOU CAN

Celebrating the achievements of students with disabilities
It is with great pride that I share 

exciting news about the outstanding 
achievements of our students with dis-
abilities. Their dedication, perseverance 
and teamwork continue to inspire our 
entire school community, and this year, 
their efforts have earned well-deserved 
recognition. 

Earlier this year, Neenah Middle 
School and Neenah High School were 
once again honored as Special Olympics 
Unified Champion Schools. This pres-
tigious distinction reflects our students’ 
exceptional commitment to fostering 
an inclusive school culture – one where 
every individual is valued, respected and 
empowered to succeed. 

This honor is not new to us; both 
schools have received this recognition in 
the past. In fact, in 2020, Neenah High 
School was named to ESPN’s list of the 
top 30 National Banner Schools in the 
country. 

Later this year, Special Olympics will 
announce its top five schools nationwide, 
and we are hopeful Neenah will once 
again receive national recognition. 

Earning National Banner School status 
is a testament to the strength of our stu-

Steve  
Harrison
NJSD 
superintendent

dents and staff. 
Schools achieving this distinction 

must demonstrate excellence in three key 
areas: Inclusive Youth Leadership, Whole 
School Engagement, and Sustainability. 
These pillars ensure that our schools not 
only create opportunities for students 
with disabilities to participate in activi-
ties but also cultivate a lasting culture of 
acceptance and belonging. 

Neenah Middle School and Neenah 
High School stand out as the only two 
schools in Wisconsin to receive this rec-
ognition – a reflection of the dedication 
of our students, educators and communi-
ty members who work tirelessly to make 
inclusivity a way of life in our district. 

Adding to this incredible news, Neen-
ah’s Special Olympics basketball team is 
making history. 

For the first time since 2019, the team 

is heading to the state tournament after 
securing a regional tournament victory in 
Stevens Point on March 16. The Rockets 
showcased remarkable skill and team-
work, earning wins over Barron County 
and River Valley to claim their spot at the 
state tournament, which will take place at 
UW-Oshkosh this weekend. Additionally, 
Neenah had four teams competing in the 
regional meet, further demonstrating 
the talent, dedication and spirit of our 
students with disabilities. 

I want to extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to the incredible students and staff 
who have made these accomplishments 

possible. You exemplify one of the best 
qualities of being a Neenah Rocket – fos-
tering a school culture built on collabora-
tion, engagement and respect for all. 

As we celebrate these milestones, let 
this serve as a powerful reminder of 
the importance of inclusivity and the 
strength found in perseverance. When 
we work together, support one another, 
and embrace our differences, we create a 
school community where every student 
can thrive. Let’s continue to champi-
on these values and set an example for 
schools across the state and the nation. 
Go Rockets!

Photo by St. Mary Catholic Schools

STEAM focus
St. Mary Catholic Schools’ annual STEAM Saturday event drew children and fam-
ilies for a holistic, interdisciplinary approach to science, technology, engineering, the 
arts and mathematics to foster creativity, critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Drivers urged to be patient amid road work
The Wisconsin State Patrol’s April Law 

of the Month encourages drivers to help 
create a safe space for crews who work on 
and alongside the road as construction 
season ramps up. 

“Construction crews and county high-
way personnel often work within feet of 
traffic,” said Superintendent Tim Carnah-
an said. “These people need to be able to 
rely on drivers to do their part to ensure 

a safe work zone. The Wisconsin State Pa-
trol is working to combat unsafe driving in 
work zones with the help of troopers on 
the road and overhead with our Air Sup-
port Unit. Last year, we issued over 7,000 
citations and warnings for traffic law viola-
tions in work zones.”

There were 2,174 state work zone crash-
es in 2024, resulting in 10 fatalities and 
779 injuries. 
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REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!

Faith, Leadership, and Connection: 
“The Power of One”

Tuesday, April 29th, 2025
11am - 11:45am  Registration & Buffet Lunch

 11:45am - 1:00pm  Program
Oshkosh Convention Center | 2 N. Main St. Oshkosh, WI 54901

www.eilgroup.org

OUR FEATURED SPEAKER

SEMINAR AND LUNCHEON SPONSORED BY:

 Pricing
 Per Person:     $  50.00  
Table of 8:       $370.00
Table of 10:    $460.00

Live Stream or Recording of event: $15.00 Per Person

Premier Sponsors

Major Sponsors

Shane Carter
President of Ascension Medical

& Advocate for Faith-Based Leadership and Human
Connection

COMMUNITY REPORTER
Winneconne, WI

Oshkosh Herald LLC, publisher of Winneconne News, Oshkosh 
Herald and Neenah News, is seeking a full-time reporter to 
cover Winneconne and neighboring communities. 

This position is ideally suited for an up-and-coming talent 
with an interest in reporting on the area. There’s a lot going 
on and topics of interest range from government, education, 
human interest, court/crime and events.

The ideal candidate will have: 
• Reporting or college newspaper experience.
• Four-year college degree or equivalent experience.
• Ability to cultivate sources.
• Experience in finding potential stories without being 
assigned.
• Willingness to cover regular governmental meetings and fill 
in for other reporters when needed.
• Good photography skills.
• Good people skills.
• Self-motivated to report out the most important / 
interesting / fun stories in our coverage area, and hate 
missing out.

Apply by email with resume, references and copies or links to
at least six published articles to karen@oshkoshherald.com.

Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, Oshkosh WI 54901

New North region promoted  
in new digital, print publication
Oshkosh Herald

A digital and print publication that 
highlights the New North region as an 
optimal place to live and work has been 
produced by Livability Media and New 
North Inc., which the regional marketing 
and economic development corporation 
encourages it be used as a talent and re-
cruitment tool. 

“Livability Northeast Wisconsin-New 
North Region” looks at the people, plac-
es and organizations that make the region 
special with engaging photos and profiles 
on individual areas and companies. 

“It showcases our high quality of life, 
thriving business environment and the 
welcoming nature of our communities, no 
matter the audience: a relocating profes-
sional, an entrepreneur seeking new op-
portunities, a corporate executive evalu-
ating potential business sites, or a curious 
prospective resident,” stated Renee Torza-
la, New North’s vice president of market-
ing and investor relations. “They should 
find great value in the in-depth insights it 

shares.” 
The content is available by visiting liv-

ability.com/northeast-wisconsin, through 
the digital version of the magazine at bit.
ly/livenewnorth or in print by contacting 
renee.torzala@thenewnorth.com.

Dustin Bethke, owner and operator of 
DB’s Power Center in Neenah, is pur-
chasing the assets of Krueger’s True Val-
ue’s small engine repair center at 999 W. 
Winneconne Ave. The center will remain 
open through April 30 but will not ac-
cept additional equipment to be repaired. 
Krueger’s co-owner Brian Webb said DB’s 
Power Center will be the exclusive ser-
vice provider for their customers going 
forward. “Recent retirements of our long-
term technicians have made it necessary 
for us to explore exiting the repair busi-
ness,” he said. Bethke began his small en-
gine repair career with Krueger’s in 2003 
and has operated his own business since 
2016.

Kundinger Inc., specializing in fluid 
power, automation and process control 
for a wide range of industries, has pro-
moted Dan Clyde to store manager at 
its Neenah Parker Store, where he pre-
viously served as assistant store manag-
er. Clyde has been with Kundinger for 
three years. Store managers are respon-
sible for overseeing daily operations, 
customer service and solutions, as well 
as supporting Kundinger’s quality con-
trol process.

Jewelers Mutual Group recently 
announced its acquisition of Jewel-
lers Loop, an Australian general agen-
cy founded in 2004 with access to two 
leading specialized jewelry insurance 
products, Q Report and JewelCover. The 
acquisition marks the company’s initial 
venture into international markets for 
personal jewelry insurance. “Bringing 
our capabilities together supports our 
united mission to elevate the love of jew-

elry and protect the pieces that mean 
the world to our customers.” stated Scott 
Murphy, Jewelers Mutual president and 
chief executive.

WOW Logistics, a provider of tem-
perature-controlled warehousing and 
supply chain solutions, announced the 
appointment of Steve Gundlach as chief 
executive officer, succeeding Howard 
Kamerer, who is retiring after more than 
a decade of leadership. Kamerer will re-
main on WOW’s board of directors. 
Gundlach brings more than 30 years of 
global supply chain experience to the 
company, which has corporate headquar-
ters in Neenah. He most recently served 
as the President of UPS Global Logistics 
and Distribution. Before UPS, he held 
senior leadership roles at DB Schenker 
and CEVA Logistics.

Automotive News recently released 
its annual listing of top 150 dealership 
groups based on 2024 new-vehicle sales, 
with Bergstrom Automotive based in 
Neenah remaining on top of the list in 
Wisconsin and among the top 75 in the 
nation. The Automotive News Research 
& Data Center surveys dealership groups 
based in the U.S. and delivers data and 
analysis for dealer principals, general 
managers, dealership brokers and indus-
try analysts.

The Wisconsin Safety Council, the 
state’s leading provider of safety training 
and products, announced the Neenah 
Foundry’s Neenah operations as one 
of the winners of the organization’s 31st 
annual Workplace Safety Awards in the 
manufacturing mega category. The pro-

Business news roundup
gram, sponsored by the state Department 
of Workforce Development and M3 In-
surance, recognizes companies dedicated 
to prioritizing a culture of safety in the 
workplace.

Simplicity Credit Union was among 
180 credit unions nationwide named win-
ners of the Diamond Award, the Market-
ing, PR & Development Council’s annual 
competition for marketing excellence. 

Simplicity CU, based in Marshfield with 
an office in Neenah, received a Diamond 
Award in the Logo category for RISE Ac-
count branding, and another Diamond 
Award for its “How will you RISE?” cam-
paign in the Complete Campaign catego-
ry. Credit unions, advertising agencies and 
associations submitted 1,400 submissions 
for the prestigious awards. In all, 180 orga-
nizations from 42 states were selected as 
winners.
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1 lb. Pool Care Shock
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and algae to restore clarity
in 24 hours. T 162 651

4.99
HTH®

Kills bacteria

SAVE 40% OR MORE

24 oz. All-Purpose
Cleaner
biodegradable formula removes
dirt, grease and stains. Use on
floors, carpets, countertops,
appliances and more. W 599 944

3.99
Simple Green®

Concentrated,

16 ct. PODS® Laundry Detergent
Choose Spring Meadow, Clean Breeze or 
Free & Gentle. Detergent, stain remover and 
brightener in one. W 148 672, 673; 191 288
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Tide®
YOUR CHOICE
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64 oz. Fast Orange® Hand Cleaner
with Pumice
solvent-free hand cleaner. Cleans the toughest
dirt. Fortified with premium skin conditioners.
Pure, fresh citrus scent.H 151 585
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Holiday Wonderland®
200 ct. Pro-Series C6 Faceted String 
Lights Choose multicolor, pure white or warm 
white. 66.33 ft. lighted length. Connect up to 
15 sets. Indoor/outdoor use. T 116 131, 132, 133

36.99
YOUR CHOICE 8.99

YOUR CHOICE
Holiday Wonderland®
100 ct. Mini LED Light Set Choose warm 
white, multicolor or cool white. 24.8 ft. lighted 
length. Indoor/outdoor use. T 195 548, 549, 550

Extension Cord

7.99
Master Electrician®
20 ft. 16/3 Outdoor

Green. SJTW.
13 amps. 125 volts.E 765 125
40 ft. 16/3 Extension 
Cord, 19.99 E 765 263

15.99
Master Electrician®
6-Outlet Surge Protector
Power Strip with 2 USB
Ports 6 ft. power cord. 
Protected and grounded indicator
light. UL/cUL listed. E 201 676

26.99
DeWALT®
40 pc. Impact Ready® Screwdriver Set 
Features assorted FlexTorq® Impact Ready® 
bits, nutsetters and holders. Designed to 
absorb impact, resist wear and deliver longer 
life in tough applications. R 177 359
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9.99
YOUR CHOICE
Bounty® or Charmin®
4-pk. Select-A-Size Paper Towels or 6-
pk. Ultra Soft Mega Roll Bath Tissue 
Cleanup made easier. Get longer-lasting rolls of 
paper towels or bath tissue. W 100 061; 265 118

11.99
Rayovac®
High Energy™ Alkaline Batteries 
Choose D, C, AA, AAA or 9V batteries. Ideal for 
a variety of high-use or high-powered devices.
E 340 874, 973; 341 826; 344 575; 345 267

YOUR CHOICE

50/50 for All Vehicles

Peak®
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Prediluted

Contains a proprietary

4.99
11.99SALE PRICE 

-7.00MAIL-IN REBATE*

blend of scale-fighting inhibitors. H 128 693
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Concentrate for 
All Vehicles , 7.99 after $7 mail-in
rebate* H 128 694 *Not eligible for TVR Instant Rebate. 
Limit 2 per household. Consumer responsible for taxes.Z
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1 lb. Pool Care Shock
Advanced
and algae to restore clarity
in 24 hours. T 162 651

4.99
HTH®

Kills bacteria

SAVE 40% OR MORE

24 oz. All-Purpose
Cleaner
biodegradable formula removes
dirt, grease and stains. Use on
floors, carpets, countertops,
appliances and more. W 599 944

3.99
Simple Green®

Concentrated,

16 ct. PODS® Laundry Detergent
Choose Spring Meadow, Clean Breeze or 
Free & Gentle. Detergent, stain remover and 
brightener in one. W 148 672, 673; 191 288

5.99
Tide®
YOUR CHOICE
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64 oz. Fast Orange® Hand Cleaner
with Pumice
solvent-free hand cleaner. Cleans the toughest
dirt. Fortified with premium skin conditioners.
Pure, fresh citrus scent.H 151 585

6.99
Permatex®

Biodegradable, petroleum

SAVE 50% OR MORE

16 oz. Backyard™ Bug
Control Outdoor Fogger
mosquitoes and other insects on
contact. Perfect for yards, decks,
patios and picnic areas. Treats
up to 1,200 cu. ft. L 124 951

5.59
Cutter®

Kills

SAVE 35% OR MORE

40 qt. Maxcold Wheeled Ice Chest
56 cans. Durable wheels roll on all terrain.
Tow-handle designed for pulling. T 164 819

44.99
Igloo®

Holds
1 qt. Motor Oil
Choose 10W30, 10W40,
5W30, 5W20 or SAE30.
H 171 352, 353, 355, 359, 361

4.99
Valvoline®
YOUR CHOICE

17.5 oz. Wasp & Hornet
Killer Foaming or
Aerosol Spray
contact. Protects up to 4
weeks. L 187 976, 978

3.99
Green Thumb®

Kills on

YOUR CHOICE
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in 24 hours. T 162 651

4.99
HTH®

Kills bacteria

SAVE 40% OR MORE

16 oz. Backyard™ Bug
Control Outdoor Fogger
mosquitoes and other insects on
contact. Perfect for yards, decks,
patios and picnic areas. Treats
up to 1,200 cu. ft. L 124 951

5.59
Cutter®

Kills

SAVE 35% OR MORE

40 qt. Maxcold Wheeled Ice Chest
56 cans. Durable wheels roll on all terrain.
Tow-handle designed for pulling. T 164 819

44.99
Igloo®

Holds
1 qt. Motor Oil
Choose 10W30, 10W40,
5W30, 5W20 or SAE30.
H 171 352, 353, 355, 359, 361

4.99
Valvoline®
YOUR CHOICE

17.5 oz. Wasp & Hornet
Killer Foaming or
Aerosol Spray
contact. Protects up to 4
weeks. L 187 976, 978

3.99
Green Thumb®

Kills on

YOUR CHOICE

SAVE 30% OR MORE

24 oz. All-Purpose
Cleaner
biodegradable formula removes
dirt, grease and stains. Use on
floors, carpets, countertops,
appliances and more. W 599 944

3.99
Simple Green®

Concentrated,
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111 2024Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last. Products, product availability, pricing and savings may vary by store. For a store near you, visit TrueValue.com or call 800-897-3112. Individual retailers reserve the right to limit quantities or correct
pricing errors. Some items may be prohibited for sale by state or local laws. Manufacturers and models may vary by location. Not responsible for typographical errors. All rebates subject to manufacturers’ restrictions. ©2024 True Value Company LLC

Holiday Wonderland®
200 ct. Pro-Series C6 Faceted String 
Lights Choose multicolor, pure white or warm 
white. 66.33 ft. lighted length. Connect up to 
15 sets. Indoor/outdoor use. T 116 131, 132, 133

36.99
YOUR CHOICE 8.99

YOUR CHOICE
Holiday Wonderland®
100 ct. Mini LED Light Set Choose warm 
white, multicolor or cool white. 24.8 ft. lighted 
length. Indoor/outdoor use. T 195 548, 549, 550

Extension Cord

7.99
Master Electrician®
20 ft. 16/3 Outdoor

Green. SJTW.
13 amps. 125 volts.E 765 125
40 ft. 16/3 Extension 
Cord, 19.99 E 765 263

15.99
Master Electrician®
6-Outlet Surge Protector
Power Strip with 2 USB
Ports 6 ft. power cord. 
Protected and grounded indicator
light. UL/cUL listed. E 201 676

26.99
DeWALT®
40 pc. Impact Ready® Screwdriver Set 
Features assorted FlexTorq® Impact Ready® 
bits, nutsetters and holders. Designed to 
absorb impact, resist wear and deliver longer 
life in tough applications. R 177 359
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9.99
YOUR CHOICE
Bounty® or Charmin®
4-pk. Select-A-Size Paper Towels or 6-
pk. Ultra Soft Mega Roll Bath Tissue 
Cleanup made easier. Get longer-lasting rolls of 
paper towels or bath tissue. W 100 061; 265 118

11.99
Rayovac®
High Energy™ Alkaline Batteries 
Choose D, C, AA, AAA or 9V batteries. Ideal for 
a variety of high-use or high-powered devices.
E 340 874, 973; 341 826; 344 575; 345 267

YOUR CHOICE

50/50 for All Vehicles

Peak®
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Prediluted

Contains a proprietary

4.99
11.99SALE PRICE 

-7.00MAIL-IN REBATE*

blend of scale-fighting inhibitors. H 128 693
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Concentrate for 
All Vehicles , 7.99 after $7 mail-in
rebate* H 128 694 *Not eligible for TVR Instant Rebate. 
Limit 2 per household. Consumer responsible for taxes.Z

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last. Products, product availability, pricing and savings may vary by store. See your local store for details.

TV-AD-8292129425

Sale ends 4/30/25

©2025 True Value Company LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.
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Store Name
Store Address
City, State Zip

Shovel T 248 283, 297; 498 342

11.99
YOUR CHOICE
Green Thumb®
51 in. Bow Rake, 44 in. 
Round-Point Dirt Shovel 
or 44 in. Square-Point Dirt 

SAVE 45% OR MORE

Large T 188 197, 199

6.99
YOUR CHOICE
True Grip®
General Purpose Work 
Gloves, Large or Extra-

SAVE 45% OR MORE

4.99
GE®
All Purpose Silicone 
1® Sealant P 217 018

SAVE 50% OR MORE

14.99
Green Thumb®
5,000 sq. ft. Lawn Food
L 225 484 Not available in all areas.

SAVE 25% OR MORE

6.99
Mr. Clean®
7 ct. Magic Eraser Extra 
Durable Pads W 157 867

SAVE 35% OR MORE

GCI Outdoor™
Mercury Gray Comfort 
Pro Rocker™ T 108 122

4.99
ScotchBlue™
0.94 in. x 60 yd. 
Original Multi-Surface 
Painter’s Tape P 865 337

19.99SALE PRICE

-5.00INSTANT REBATE*

14.99
YOUR CHOICE
Scotts®
2.4 lb. Turf Builder® Sun 
& Shade Mix®, Tall Fescue 
Mix or High Traffic Mix
L 105 589, 590; 107 299 *Limit 2 per 
offer. Consumer responsible for taxes.

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last. Products, product availability, pricing and savings may vary by store. See your local store for details.
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months. Then this week after consulting 
with outside legal counsel, the city reversed 
course and released the internal investiga-
tion to the media.

Documents show investigator Craig 
Hoffer with Neenah police began the per-
sonnel investigation in early May, review-
ing the criminal complaint and a transcript 
for a domestic violence restraining order 
injunction hearing. The restraining order 
was filed by the victim in both Outagamie 
and Winnebago counties and denied by 
both courts.

According to the report, Hoffer’s first ob-
jective in the investigation “was to establish 
the origin of the allegations against David 
Rashid.”

It was Rashid’s predecessor, former city 
attorney Adam Westbrook, who sent an 
anonymous email to city officials in Au-
gust 2023 accusing Rashid of “domestic 
abuse and violence” toward his former 
wife, which resulted in the criminal sexual 
assault charges filed last year.

When questioned by investigators, West-
brook said he got the information about 
Rashid from Jacob Boudreau, a former 
Menasha dog groomer. Westbrook, Rashid 
and his wife were patrons of Boudreau’s 
grooming business.

In an unrelated case, Westbrook plead-
ed guilty in September to a federal felony 
charge in connection with a child pornog-
raphy ring involving Boudreau, who was 
recently sentenced to 15 years in prison, 
and Racine County Sheriff ’s Deputy Pres-
ton Kite, who was recently sentenced to 65 
years in prison. An Appleton man, Noah 
Thiel, was also recently sentenced to a year 
in jail for sex crimes against animals in con-
nection with the pornography ring.

Westbrook indicated he believed the 
information he sent to city officials in the 
email was accurate because he saw protec-
tive order paperwork on the court server 
before it was sealed in the victim’s attempt 
to get a restraining order. 

Hoffer asked Westbrook about a previ-
ous conversation he had with the Neenah 
mayor where he mentioned he would be 
interested in getting his job as the city at-
torney back.

“I then explained to him that one could 
find it very suspicious that he had sent the 
anonymous email about the current city of 
Neenah attorney being involved in allega-
tions of abuse, right around the same time 
that he had expressed interest to Mayor 
Jane Lang about coming back to work for 
the city,” Hoffer wrote. “He acknowledged 
that he could see what I was saying, but 
then stated that it seemed from the begin-
ning like the city of Neenah was more wor-
ried about finding out who sent the email 
than finding out if the allegations were ac-
curate.”

In July, Hoffer traveled to the home of 
then-alderman Kathie Boyette, who did 
not seek re-election earlier this month, 
and interviewed her. The report notes an-
imosity between Boyette and Rashid and 
believes Boyette was “talking regularly to 
Adam Westbrook about city of Neenah re-
lated issues, even since Adam was federally 
indicted on child pornography charges.”

Boyette expressed frustrations with how 
the city was handling the internal investi-
gation, stating she was shut down by the 
mayor, community development director, 
police chief and the Menasha city attorney 
filling in for Rashid.

“She said that ‘all away around the block’ 
she has been told to keep her mouth shut and 
that she cannot discuss the situation while it 
was being investigated,” the report states. 

Hoffer noted that during the course of the 

conversation he told Boyette that he sus-
pected Westbrook was telling Rashid’s ex-
wife what to say and do in the criminal case. 

“It sounds very much like a lawyer told 
her exactly what to say,” he wrote of the 
victim. “Adam Westbrook would have the 
experience to know what to have her say.”

Hoffer asked Boyette to make a recorded 
phone call to Westbrook, to which she hesi-
tated and then never contacted him back to 
say if she would or would not make the call. 

The bulk of the investigation appeared to 
be interviews with associates of Rashid and 
his ex-wife, many of whom attacked the 
credibility of the victim, while the investi-
gator described Rashid as a “good person 
and a gentleman.”

“Although David has made mistakes with 
relationships in the past, most seemed to 
think that he has since improved who he is 
as a person,” Hoffer wrote.

He noted that the only people he found 

who believed the allegations against Rashid 
were the victim’s family members, though 
no interviews with any of them were docu-
mented in the report. 

Some of those interviewed by Hoffer 
criticized the Appleton Police Depart-
ment’s handling of the criminal investiga-
tion, including Alderman Cari Lendrum, 
who said the investigator was as “unobjec-
tive as possible.”

Among Hoffer’s statements in the per-
sonnel report were that he has “never seen 
a criminal complaint with only a victim’s 
statements as the probable cause for charges 
being filed,” and believes “a successful pros-
ecution of this case at a jury trial will be a 
very difficult, uphill battle for the state.”

Rashid’s defense attorneys have twice at-
tempted to have the case dismissed under 
different judges, both motions that failed. 
He’s due back in court for a status confer-
ence in June.

City attorney
from Page 1

www.spslawyers.net
920-725-5305
251 E Wisconsin Ave, Neenah

Experienced 
bankruptcy 
attorneys are 
ready to help 
you move 
forward.

Call Today 
for a free 
consultation.

Don’t Face Financial 
Struggles Alone
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Watch Your 
Business 

Bloom
Attention landscaping, 
realty, entertainment, 
roofing, and outdoor 

recreation businesses! 
If your business heats up 

when the weather does, now 
is the time to get ahead of 
your competition with an 

ad campaign. The Oshkosh 
Herald, Neenah News, and 
Winneconne News reach 
53,000 mailboxes and an 
estimated 90,000 readers 

in Winnebago County every 
week!

Call us or visit us online to 
set up a consultation. 

920-385-4512
OshkoshHerald.com/advertise

News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah

Winneconneinneconne
NEWSNEWS

Your HOMETOWN NEWS SOURCE

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

Photo by David Hall

Regional rally
More than 2,000 people rallied last weekend in downtown Appleton on Saturday 
as part of a national Hands Off! day of action to protest President Trump and Elon 
Musk in response to what regional organizers called threats to democracy, health 
care and social services. Regional groups at Houdini Square included Indivisible Fox 
Valley, Hate Free Outagamie, the Appleton area chapter of the National Organization 
for Women (NOW) and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). Local repre-
sentatives included state Senate District 18 Rep. Kristin Dassler-Alfheim speaking to 
participants. More than 2 million protestors were estimated to have turned out in all 
50 states for the event.
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165 NORTH PARK AVENUE | 920.751.4658
@BMMGL ASS |  BMMGL ASS.COM

Extraordinary 
glass experiences

Art Camps

Scan to register.

Enter CAMP2025 
at checkout for 
10% o� — 
tell a friend!

Summer Art Camps
Ages 8 –11, June 9–12
Ages 5 – 7, July 7–10
Ages 12 –15, July 7–10
Ages 8 –11, July 21–24
Ages 12 –15, July 21–24
Ages 5 – 7, August 18–21
Ages 8 –11, August 18–21

Your child will explore the 
galleries using the exhibits as 
inspiration for their own work, 
and discover many ways to 
safely create their own glass 
art projects, through fusing 
and other glass-focused 
methods.

Scan for more information

…admission to

is

FREE

Like ALL the 
best things in life…

Your
contributions 

make it possible!

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

Find us at 112 Langley Boulevard Neenah
Right next to our previous location

NEW
LOCATION
SAME GREAT

SERVICE!

Set sail for adventure this 
summer with the 

Fox Valley Sailing School!

Youth and adult programs 
with US Sailing Org certified 

instructors
New friends, summer wind, 
sun and fun. Join us now by 

scanning the QR code below!

info@foxvalleysailingschool.org

“Working for this organization allowed 
me to pinpoint and help this communi-
ty, and I really appreciated the fact that I 
could see the people and I could feel the 
direct impact that we were having here 
that really intrigued me,” he said.

One success story involves a young 
mother who, after leaving an unhealthy 
home situation, used the food pantry’s 
services. Within two 
months she secured 
employment and no 
longer required assis-
tance.

“I mean, the whole 
point is to be here 
when somebody’s 
down, and then to just 
grab their hand and 
pull them as they’re 
coming along, and then saying, ‘Here, this 
is all yours,’ and watching them become 
what they’re going to become,” he said. “I 
just love that part of it.”

The organization’s direct support also 
includes emergency financial assistance, a 
program to provide mattresses to those in 
need, and vouchers for clothing and furni-
ture. A significant portion of the expenses 
for the food pantry and other programs 
are funded by proceeds from the thrift 
store.

“The impact that I feel we’ve had in the 
time that I’ve been here has grown and 
has really affected and changed people,” 
Pingel said. “It’s given them that little leg 
up, that little boost to kind of keep going 
and keep fighting the good fight.”

He has also overseen a digital update to 
the organization’s website and a new Face-

book page, formed a close partnership 
with the Winnebago County Health De-
partment and branched out in program-
ming and public outreach.

“As St. Vincent de Paul continues with 
the current services they provide, who 
knows what the future will hold when it 
comes to addressing homelessness, men-
tal health and addiction,” he said.

His leadership has not been without 
challenges. There was a $115,000 Com-
munity Development Block Grant from 
the city of Neenah that fell through, and 
a $500,000 grant from the county’s Spir-
it Fund that required significant time and 
advocacy for approval and receipt. There 
was the disappointment of finding few 
local resources for a growing number of 
homeless residents.

“I had hoped that I would have been 
able to have or create more communi-
cation and collaboration with the city of 
Neenah, itself,” Pingel said. “We want to 
be partners in solving the things that are 
going on in Neenah.”

It’s not lost on Pingel that his departure 
is at a time when food insecurity is greater 
than ever, while federal funding for social 
welfare programs is being cut. 

SVDP has been impacted by cuts to 
The Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(TEFAP) and the farm-to-table program, 
which connected local farmers to food 
pantries. Feeding America, which part-
ners with food banks across the country to 
distribute food, is facing similar setbacks.

“The organization is in a position to 
weather the ups and downs, the challeng-
es that come along with our current polit-
ical climate,” he said. “Where uncertainty 
seems to reign, we just kind of want to be 
that bedrock here that people can rely on, 
and that’ll continue and grow as this orga-
nization moves in the future.”

Pantry director
from Page 1

Pingel has no concerns about the orga-
nization continuing to operate smoothly 
without him and encourages people to 
continue visiting the thrift store, donating 
and volunteering.

“I just really want to say thank you for 
the dedication, support and hard work 
that the community, both inside the store 
and outside the store, have given to me in 
my growth here, and into the organiza-
tion,” he said.

With his position in Neenah wrapping 
up this week, the board of directors is set 
to begin the search for a new director.

Pingel
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SOFTBALL

Big innings lift Rockets  
to victory in opener

Neenah tallied six runs in the top of the 
first and added seven in the fourth to roll 
past Milton, 13-2, in five innings in the 
season opener last Friday. 

Kyleigh Mathe scattered five hits and 
struck out two in five innings, while also 
going 3-for-4 at the plate. 

Kayleigh Johnson, Kaylee Marhefke and 
Norah Paider each chipped in two hits for 
Neenah, while Paider drove in four runs 
and Johnson finished with three RBIs. 

Neenah finished with 13 hits in the 
game. 

Neenah also picked up a 6-1 win over 
Oshkosh West on Tuesday to grab a win 
in its first Fox Valley Association game of 
the season. 

Mathe struck out 12 and allowed just 
four hits to earn the win for the Rockets. 
The only run she surrendered was an un-
earned tally in the fifth inning after Neen-
ah had already built a 6-0 lead. 

Neenah’s offense managed just three 
hits in the game but took advantage of 
four walks and three Wildcat errors to 
score its runs. 

Marhefke and Natalie Coffey each had a 
hit and an RBI in the game for the Rock-
ets. Jillian Matheny also had a hit, while 
Johnson added an RBI. 

Zephyrs pick up first  
win of the season

St. Mary Catholic rallied from a 2-0 
deficit to claim a 3-2 win over Shiocton 
and improve to 1-3 overall on the season. 

The Zephyrs faced the three-run deficit 
entering the bottom of the fourth inning, 
Sammi Weiss led off the inning with a dou-
ble and later scored on wild pitch. Scarlett 
Reichenbacher scored on a Shiocton error 
a few batters later to tie the score. 

The Zephyrs then took the lead for good 
in the six when Emmi Weiss dashed home 
on a wild pitch. 

Sammi Weiss finished 2-for-3 to pace 
the St. Mary Catholic offense. 

Gabby Guerrero struck out seven and 
scattered six hits to earn the win in the cir-
cle for the Zephyrs. She did not allow an 
earned run in the game.

Last week, St. Mary Catholic built a 7-3 
lead but couldn’t hold off Xavier in a 9-8 loss. 

Reichenbacher, Jaylyn Akey, Emily Vo-
gel, Paxton Trinkner and Sammi Weiss 
each drove in runs for the Zephyrs, while 
Ainslie Liddy finished with a pair of hits. 
Trinkner collected a double, while Vogel 
and Emmi Weiss each had triples. 

Guerrero took the loss in the circle for 
the Zephyrs, striking out three while only 
five of the nine runs she allowed were un-
earned. 

St. Mary Catholic then lost to Peshtigo, 
12-0, last Friday. 

Vogel, Sammi Weiss and Emmi Weiss 
had hits in the game for the Zephyrs. 
BASEBALL

St. Mary Catholic tops 
Ripon in extra innings

The Zephyrs scored a run in the top of 
the eighth inning to edge Ripon, 3-2, in 
the season opener last Thursday. 

St. Mary Catholic made the most of its 
three hits in the game. Joe Pirillo finished 
2-for-3 and drove in a run, while Mason 

Wagner also had a hit and an RBI in the 
game for the Zephyrs.

Ethan Plutz struck out six in four in-
nings to start the game, while Grant Braz-
zale threw two scoreless innings of relief 
before Jacob Ernsting finished off the 
game and got the win. 

Neenah suffers loss  
on road in opener

The Rockets fell behind early and 
couldn’t recover in an 8-4 loss to O’Fallon 
Township High School during a noncon-
ference road game in Illinois last week.

Neenah scored its first runs in the top of 
the third to pull within 5-3, but O’Fallon 
Township answered with three runs over 
the next two frames to stretch the lead.

Six different players had hits in the game 
for Neenah, with Henry St. Clair and 
Ethan Hellengreen each tallying doubles. 
Hellengreen and Gus Weinholzer each 
drove in runs for the Rockets.

Andrew Carlson took the loss on the 
mound for Neenah.
SOCCER

Rockets roll to  
victory in opener

Four different players scored goals and 
Eleanor Wild earned a shutout in her first 
high school match as Neenah blanked DC 
Everest, 4-0, Saturday in its first game of 
the season. 

Annabelle Perry opened the scoring in 
the fifth minute and the Rockets led the 
rest of the way. Mea Jones added a goal in 
the first half to give Neenah a 2-0 lead at 
intermission, while Lizzy Lueneberg and 
Lily Kane added goals in the second half. 

Lueneberg, Maddie Schoonover and 
Amelia Wasco picked up assists in the win.

On Tuesday, the Rockets dropped a 
1-0 decision to Bay Port, with the Pirates 
scoring their goal about 10 minutes into 
the second half. 

Zephyrs fall to Xavier  
to open season

St. Mary Catholic suffered a 2-0 loss to 
Xavier on Tuesday in a nonconference 
match to open the season. 
BOYS LACROSSE

Neenah cruises past 
Brookfield in opener

Neenah opened the season with a rout 
of Brookfield, scoring a 17-0 win on the 
road Tuesday.
TRACK AND FIELD

Zephyr girls reign over 
five-team meet

Ellie Davel and Moorea Steckling swept 
the top two places in both hurdle events to 
help boost St. Mary Catholic into the top 
spot of the girls team standings in a five-
team Big East meet held Tuesday. 

Davel won both the 100-meter and 
300-meter hurdle events with Steckling 
finishing second to her teammate in both 
events as the Zephyrs posted four 1-2 fin-
ishes in the meet. 

Audrey Wanless picked up a win in the 
400 meters with Claire Higgins taking 
second while Lauren Ripley and Higgins 
were first and second, respectively, in the 
800 meters. Wanless added a win in the 

Prep sports roundup

Home games in bold. Home games played at Neenah High School. Home games in bold. Home games played at St. Mary Catholic High School Baseball Field 
unless otherwise noted.

10, 20 AND 30 YARD DUMPSTERS FOR RENT
FOR RESIDENTAL, COMMERCIAL AND CONTRUCTION.

SCHEDULES & LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. CHECK SCHOOL'S WEBSITE FOR UPDATES

April 3  @ Ripon    4:45pm
April 7  Oshkosh West    4:30pm
April 12  Ozaukee   10:00am
April 12  Waupaca    3:00pm 
April 15  Reedsville    4:30pm
April 24  @Reedsville    5:00pm
April 28  @Mishicot     5:00pm
May 1  Mishicot    5:00pm 
May 5  @Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah  5:00pm
May 6  Howards Grove   4:30pm
May 8  Elkhart Lake-Glendbeulah   5:00pm
May 9  Luxemburg-Casco   6:30pm
May 12  Manitowoc Lutheran    4:30pm
May 15  @Manitowoc Lutheran   4:30pm 
May 16   Southern Door    7:00pm 
May 19  @Hilbert     5:00pm
May 20  @Algoma    4:30pm
May 22  Hilbert     5:00pm
May 27  @Winneconne    4:30pm 

April 8  @Oshkosh West   4:30pm
April 10  @Kimberly    4:30pm 
April 15  @Oshkosh North   5:00pm
April 17  @Hortonville    5:00pm
April 19  @Menasha   3:30pm
April 22  Appleton West    4:30pm
April 24  Kaukauna    4:30pm
April 29  @Appleton East   4:30pm
May 1  Appleton North    4:30pm
May 3  De Pere   10:00am
May 6  @Fond du Lac    4:30pm
May 8  Oshkosh West    4:30pm
May 9  Kimberly    4:30pm
May 13  Oshkosh North   4:30pm
May 15  Hortonville    4:30pm
May 16  @Appleton West   5:00pm
May 17  Ashwaubenon  10:00am
May 17  Slinger     3:00pm
May 20  @Kaukauna    4:30pm 
May 22  Appleton East    4:30pm
May 24  DC Everest H.S.  11:00am
May 27  @Appleton North   4:30pm
May 29  Fond du Lac    4:30pm
May 30  @Bay Port    4:30pm

2025 Baseball Schedule2025 Baseball Schedule

See Prep roundup on Page 15
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Home games in bold. Home games played at Neenah High School Rocket Stadium. Home games in bold. All home games played at Neenah High School Rocket Stadium.

Neenah Lacrosse ClubNeenah Lacrosse Club

SCHEDULES AND LOCATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. CHECK THE LACROSSE CLUB WEBSITE FOR UPDATES

NEENAH ROCKETS GIRLS NEENAH ROCKETS Boys

500 N. Commercial St., Ste. A
Neenah, WI 54956

Phone: (920) 969-1956
info@sturtandassoc.com Eric Van DykeCarl Stamm

2025 High School Lacrosse Schedules2025 High School Lacrosse Schedules

Apr 11  West Bend West   6:00pm
Apr 15  @ De Pere    7:30pm
Apr 18  @ Kimberly    7:30pm
Apr 21  @ Notre Dame 6:00pm
Apr 24  @ Waunakee    7:00pm
Apr 26  Hamilton    3:00pm
Apr 29  @ Pulaski    5:15pm
May 1  @ Sun Prairie East   7:30pm
May 5  @ Appleton East   6:00pm
May 7  Kimberly    7:30pm
May 10  Superior   12:00pm
  Bay Port    4:00pm
May 12  De Pere    7:30pm
May 15  Wausau East    7:30pm
May 20  Bay Port    6:00pm

April 8  @ Brookfield Central   7:00pm 
April 10 Kimberly    7:30pm
April 15 Middleton    7:30pm
April 18  @ De Pere    7:30pm 
April 21  @ Notre Dame 7:30pm  
April 26  @ Arrowhead High School   1:15pm
  @ Arrowhead High School  3:15pm
April 29  @ Pulaski    7:15pm 
May 1  Oneida Nation    7:00pm
May 3  @ Badger Spring Invitational   9:00am
May 5  @ Appleton East   8:00pm
May 8  Waunakee    6:30pm
May 10  @ Hudson    4:00pm
May 13  Wausau West    7:30pm
May 17  Verona Area    1:00pm
May 20  Bay Port    8:00pm

Veteran Rocket squad aims to return to state title match
Neenah News

Neenah came within about six minutes 
of winning the inaugural WIAA boys state 
lacrosse championship last June. 

The Rockets should certainly be in the 
hunt to bring the sport’s second state title 
back to Neenah this season. 

Neenah brings back a strong foun-
dation from last year’s state runner-up 
squad and head coach Eric Marsh be-
lieves this group will be in the state mix 
once again.

“Our overall outlook for us this season is 
making a deep run at the state title again,” 

Marsh comment-
ed. “We lost a few 
good pieces but 
overall we should 
be a stronger team 

than last season. …. It’s a great group of 
boys that are unselfish and truly play for 
each other out on the field. It’s hard to beat 
a culture like that when it’s paired up with 
a lot of talent.” 

Marsh, whose team lost to Middleton, 
7-6, in the state championship match last 
season, believes the experience of getting 
to the title game will help the team.

“Over the last three years, the boys 
have had the chance to play in big games 
and be ranked very high in the state. The 
more experience we have at that high of a 
level, the more comfortable they’ll be in 
understanding they should be there and 
they can win those games,” Marsh com-
mented. “Playing in the state champion-
ship, while nerve-wracking, was an expe-
rience they will have always have. And 
they can understand and believe they 
can compete at that high of a level. The 
next time we get there, they can play with 

confidence and hopefully bring back the 
title.” 

The Rockets will return their leading 
scorer from last year in senior Jackson 
Brown, who finished with 51 points last 
year, including a team-high 26 assists. 
Brown was a first-team all-Bay Valley 
Conference selection last season and had 
a goal and an assist in last year’s state title 
game. 

Junior Hunter Weinke joined Brown on 
the all-conference first team, and will help 
anchor the team in the field. 

“(Hunter) is arguably the best long stick 
midfielder in the state,” Marsh comment-
ed. He’s a groundball machine and diffi-
cult to dodge against.”

Seniors Keane Sul-
livan in the midfield 
and Alex Alatorre 
on defense were sec-
ond-team all-confer-
ence selections last 
year, while face-off 
specialist senior Cole 
Fenske was an honor-
able mention all-league 
selection a year ago. 

Neenah will also bring back senior de-
fensive midfielder Ty Laabs, who is com-
ing off a stellar season for the Rockets’ 
hockey team and was a key factor in the 
team’s state run in lacrosse last season.

Marsh is counting on sophomores Coo-
per Sieck and Jackson Herres to bolster 
the team’s lineup this season. Sieck had 
a strong freshman season on defense but 
will have an increased role with the team 
this year, while Herres saw limited action 
in midfield as a freshman but will also be 
counted on to step up his play. 

In goal, the Rockets have to replace 

all-conference goalkeeper Jack Romsos, 
but will have sophomore Isaac Scholl 
stepping in after seeing limited varsity ac-
tion last season. 

“We return almost every part of a 
high-powered offense and in year three 
of our system, we should be able to pro-
duce a lot of scoring. Paired with a deep, 
young defense, we should be able to run 
with just about anyone,” Marsh comment-
ed. “Depth will also be a strong part of our 
team this season.” 

Girls
First-year head coach Michael Babbitts 

returns an experienced group for the 
Rockets and looks to 
improve on last year’s 
inaugural WIAA sea-
son. 

The Rockets will 
have a handful of play-
ers who earned all-con-
ference recognition 
return, anchored by se-
niors Birkley Janichek 
and Lillian Vande Cor-
put on defense. Both 

players are three-year varsity players and 
were second-team all-conference selec-
tions a year ago.

Senior Elliott Pershing also returns after 
earning honorable mention all-confer-
ence honors at goalkeeper. 

In the midfield, junior Ellery Marsh 
and Ainsley LeClair are both returning 
from season-ending injuries a year ago 
and should lead a talented group. Se-
niors Ella Olson and Izzy Ricketts join 
the group after earning second-team 
all-conference honors a year ago, while 
sophomore Skye Rajotte also returns to 

the mix. 
Seniors Autumn Utley and Jadyn Juedes 

also will see action in the midfield and 
bring three years of varsity experience to 
the field. 

Senior Rae Schoultz, the team’s leading 
scorer a year ago with 22 goals, returns 
to lead the attack after earning honorable 
mention all-conference honors a year ago. 
Schoultz is also the program’s first NCAA 
Division I recruit signing with Austin Peay 
University. 

Senior Ellie Hammerschmidt and 
sophomore Josie Mroczkowski will join 
Schoultz as key attackers for the Rockets. 

Neenah’s varsity roster will also be bol-
stered by sophomores Delilah Hein on 
defense and Kennedy Louden, Isabelle 
Van Dyke and Payten Schneider in the 
midfield. Senior Fiona Sickler will also 
be making the move up to varsity to help 
strengthen the defense.

“Our team boasts a dynamic blend of 
experienced upperclassmen and talented 
underclassmen, creating a balanced roster 
with depth in key positions,” Babbitts said. 
“The leadership from our seniors, com-
bined with the enthusiasm and skill of our 
newer players, positions us to be competi-
tive in conference.”

Babbitts also hopes to make an im-
print on the squad in his first season at 
the helm. 

“My goal is to cultivate a culture of 
positivity and celebrating our successes, 
resiliency and excellence that Neenah 
athletics is known for,” Babbitts said. “We 
anticipate a season of growth and achieve-
ment. … With a focus on teamwork and 
continuous improvement, we aim to build 
upon past successes and strive for a strong 
standing in conference.”

Lacrosse
PREVIEW

Marsh Babbitts
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—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

HEALTH, LIFE & TRAVEL INSURANCE

- Affordable
  Care Act
- Medicare
- Travel
Never a fee!

Anchor Health and
Medicare Masters, LLC

920-882-1307 | medicaremasters.com
1500 N Casaloma Dr #411

Appleton, WI 54913

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS

 

 

• Flooring
• Painting
• Installs

• And Much More!

• Repairs
• Assembly
• Remodels

Licensed and Insured
920- 221-5798

www.bellinservices.com

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

Senior Standout is brought to you by:

Brown not running on empty for Neenah lacrosse
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Neenah’s version of Jackson Brown isn’t 
going to grab a guitar and croon out some 
classic rock music. 

But he is not going to shy away from the 
limelight. 

Brown has been a standout in Neen-
ah’s perennially strong lacrosse program 
during his high school career and was a 
key player in the Rockets’ state runner-up 
finish last year. He was a first-team all-Bay 
Valley Conference attacker and was the 
team’s top point scorer, while also leading 
the squad in assists. 

Yet, the fact he does share the pronunci-
ation of his name – the singer’s last name 
ends with an ‘e’ – with the rock-and-roll 
hall of famer has been something he has 
dealt with growing up. 

“I heard it a lot from my fifth-grade 
teacher because he was big into rock mu-
sic so he would hit me with it the most,” 
Brown said following a lacrosse practice 
earlier this week. “I haven’t asked my par-
ents about it. I know they listened to him 
but I don’t think there is any motivation to 
it. I think it kind of just flowed.”

And what does the lacrosse playing 
Brown think of the musician Browne? 

“I’ve heard a couple of Jackson Browne 
songs,” Brown said. “He’s not bad. It’s that 
old classic rock stuff.”

Brown would rather focus on lacrosse 
than music though as the Rockets kick off 
the season as one of the top teams in the 
state and in the conversation to return to 
the state title game.

Although high school lacrosse has been 
around for decades, last season was the 
first year that it was recognized as a WIAA 
sanctioned sport. Neenah played in the 
inaugural WIAA state title game last June 
– falling to Middleton, 7-6, – and Brown 
said it was important to the Rockets to be 
a part of that game. 

“I think it was a pretty big deal because 
it marks a point in history,” Brown said. 
“Lacrosse is a growing sport and it’s go-
ing tremendously throughout the whole 
country. For it officially to become a 
(WIAA sanctioned) sport in Wisconsin 
and for us to be a part of the first state title 
game, it was pretty important.”

Brown tallied a goal and an assist in the 
state title game – a goal he considers the 
most memorable of his career – and hopes 
to lead Neenah back again this year. 

“I think we want to get back there more 
than anything. These guys fight like dogs. 
We all love each other and that’s our top 

priority to get back to state,” Brown said. 
“We didn’t go into last year expecting to 
make it to state. We kind of set little goals 
and little milestones for our team. We 
achieved those little by little. This year, the 
motivation for us to go to state is pretty 
high because of last year.”

Brown was born in Denver and relocat-
ed with his family to Neenah when he was 
in third grade – and that’s when he started 
playing competitively. 

He had been around the sport growing 
up in Denver watching his cousins play 
and brought that interest in lacrosse with 
him when he arrived in Neenah. 

“I always looked up to my cousins and 
I thought it looked cool,” Brown said. 
“When I moved to Wisconsin and I heard 
they were starting a youth program (in 
Neenah) I immediately jumped on it be-
cause I knew it was a sport I would want 
to play.”

When he started playing, Brown gravi-
tated to the defensive side of the field but 
has since moved forward and now holds 
down an attacker role with the Rockets. 

Yet, his experience playing in different 
positions still influences the way he plays.

“I’ve jumped around the field and I like 
that I have played multiple positions,” 
Brown said. “I think it gives me a better 
perspective on the game.”

As an attacker, Brown finished third on 
the team in goals last season with 25, but it 
was his 26 assists – 10 more than any oth-
er player on the squad – that lifted him to 
the team lead in points. 

“I think setting up a teammate is person-
ally better,” Brown said. “I like to set up my 
guys and make sure we are all facilitating 
and being a team because that’s what got 
us to where we were last year. No one was 
taking the spotlight, no one was hogging 
the ball. We were all trying to play with 
each other.”

Being able to find open teammates to 
deliver the perfect pass also feeds into his 
biggest strengths as a player. 

His unselfishness certainly helped fuel 
the Rocket offense but it wasn’t simply 
that willingness to pass the ball that he re-
lied on the most. 

“I think I have great vision. I think I can 
see the field really well and personally I 

think that’s my biggest (strength),” said 
Brown, who enjoys snow and water skiing 
in his time away from the lacrosse field. “I 
always look for cutters or I can take the 
open shot if it is there.”

Brown said that the vision he has is a re-
sult of just playing a lot of lacrosse. 

“You have to play the game a lot to get 

Neenah News

Senior Jackson Brown led Neenah in scoring last year and was a first-team Bay Valley  
Conference selection.

Senior Standout

See Senior Standout on Page 15
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Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Rummage and Collectables Sale: Every 
Saturday 10am-6pm, Every Sunday 

11am – 6pm. 1930 West College Avenue, 
Appleton.

Australian Shepard Puppies- Ready To Go! 
De-wormed, Dew Claws Removed, Well 

Marked With Multiple Colors To Choose From. 
$300-$500 715-257-1999 or 715-721-0553 

Cavapoo Puppies New Born. Will be ready 
when schools out. Special Markings Extra 

Dark Red CVI papers. First Call First Served. 
715-669-3356. 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf Filter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 

10% Senior & Military Discounts.  
Call 1-877-920-3533 

For Sale- Aussiedoodle Pups, Shots, Wormed, 
Dews Removed, Vet-Checked, Can Deliver. 

$700 to $900 each. 715-255-2661  LI#269146 
/ Also have AKC Golden Retriever Pups, call 

for info 

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty Roofs, Metal 
Buildings Free Est. 608-221-3510 or  

414-369-7263 

GO FISH CANADA!!! KING FISHER RESOORT! 
Cabin, Boat, Motor and Gas. $91/person per 
day.  July, August & Sept Special $88/person 
per day Easy Driving access. 800-452-8824. 

www.kingfisherlodge.com 

Pure Bred Mini Poodle pups. Well socialized 
with children. Vet checked for shots N4328 

County T Shawano 715-758-6282  $400 

Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material -steel 

from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to 

last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer -up to 
50% off installation + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health workers 

& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-877-845-6606 

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-748-6332

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal 

reliability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels 

included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, no hidden fees! 

Some restrictions apply.  
Call IVS 1-844-724-0738

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 

1-844-406-2647 today! 

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discov-
er the ideal solution for anyone who struggles 

on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today!  1-877-831-0499

SPRINGTOBERFEST Dinner and Dance Fri. April 
25th at Riverside Ballroom Green Bay WI. 
Reservations Required Call 920-432-5518 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
NAME CHANGE OF: 

Diane Kyung Ran Momberg 
By (Petitioner) Diane Kyung 

Ran Momberg 
Notice and Order for Name 

Change Hearing 
Case No. 2025CV000317 

 
NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From: Diane Kyung Ran-
Momberg 
To: Diane Kyung Ran Lee-
Momberg 
Birth Certificate: Diane Kyung 
Ran Henneberry

IT IS ORDERED: 
This Petition will be heard in 
the Circuit Court of Winnebago 
County, State of Wisconsin: 
Judge’s Name: Michael Gibbs 
Place: 415 Jackson St. Osh-
kosh, WI 54901 
Date: May 2, 2025 
Time: 9:00 AM

If you require reasonable 
accommodations due to a 
disability to participate in the 
court process, please call 920-
236-4868 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note 
that the court does not provide 
transportation.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be 
given by publication as a Class 
3 notice for three (3) weeks in 
a row prior to the date of the 
hearing in the Neenah News 
a newspaper published in 
Winnebago County, State of 
Wisconsin.

BY THE COURT: 
DATE SIGNED: March 28, 
2025 
/s/ Hon. Michael S. Gibbs 
Winnebago County Circuit 
Court Judge, Branch IV 
Runs: April 11, 2025, April 18, 
2025 and April 25, 2025

WNAXLP

For Sale

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Legal Notice

Everyone deserves to 
have their story told.

Sharing someone’s life story in 
a newspaper obituary is one of 
the most important ways we 
find meaning in their passing. 

Publish your loved one’s obituary in our 
community newspapers and it will be 
included in the online obituary network, 
www.Legacy.com, at no charge for you to 
share with loved ones near and far. 

To place an obituary submit through Your Funeral Director 
Or obits@oshkoshherald.com, obits@neenahnews.com or 
customerservice@winneconnenews.com or call 920-385-4512

Rockets, Zephyrs return 
talented, veteran squads
Neenah News

Neenah’s powerhouse of a tennis pro-
gram isn’t going away any time soon.

With eight varsity players returning 
from a team that won a sectional title last 
year, the Rockets will once again be chal-
lenging for a Fox Valley Conference title 
and have an impact at the state level.

“Neenah is excited for another great sea-
son on the courts,” commented head  coach 
Kyle Falk. “The team is looking forward to 

traveling on the 
weekends to play 
very strong compe-
tition from all over 
the state.   We are 

also looking forward to a challenging year 
within the FVA.  The Rockets will be taking 
it one day at a time and working for improve-
ment every time we set foot on the courts.”

The Rockets claimed their 24th straight 
FVA title last season but fell to Kimberly 
in the quarterfinals of the WIAA Division 
1 Team State Tournament. 

The Papermakers will once again pro-
vide a strong challenge for Neenah, but 
the Rockets will be building around a tal-
ented, veteran foundation. 

Seniors Carl Hein and Andrew Werner 
return to lead the group of returning play-
ers. Hein is a two-time state qualifier who 
played at No. 1 singles a year ago and ad-
vanced to the round of 16 at the individual 
state tournament. 

Werner also played in the last two indi-
vidual state tournaments in the doubles 
bracket. He advanced to the round of 
16 last season with Brady Hildreth, who 
graduated last season.

Junior Brady Lawatsch in singles and 

sophomore Hunter Brown in doubles also 
return after competing at the individual 
state tournament a year ago. 

Seniors Joe Schultz and Harrison Tan-
ger in singles and sophomores Henry Far-
rell and Luke Grassl at No. 3 doubles also 
return after being a part of Neenah’s lineup 
at the team state tournament. 

St. Mary Catholic
Senior Wesley Auth returns to lead a 

strong roster for the Zephyrs, who could 
be eyeing another trip to the Division 2 
team state tournament this season.

Auth will be playing No. 1 singles for St. 
Mary Catholic this season after a season at 
No. 1 doubles last year that ended with a 
third-place finish at the state meet. Auth 
finished fifth as a freshman and sixth as a 
sophomore in singles in his first two high 
school seasons. 

Seniors Harry Bergstrom and John Os-
land have both advanced to the state tour-
nament in doubles in previous seasons 
and could form the top doubles pairing 
for the Zephyrs this season. 

Junior Nicolas Miller and sophomores 
Sean Osland and Aiden Tines played sin-
gles last year and will hold down spots in 
the lineup this season. Miller is slated to 
play at No. 2 singles. 

Moving up to the varsity lineup this 
season will be senior Dan Harness, ju-
nior Zach Beyer and sophomore Dominic 
Todd, with Harness and Todd expected to 
fill the No. 3 doubles slot in the lineup. 

“We have strong player leadership and 
a tight group of boys,” commented head 
coach Lizzy Auth. “We are excited for this 
season.”

Tennis
PREVIEW

200 meters, while Ripley took second in 
the long jump. 

Kate Nackers in the 100 meters, Made-
line Weninger in the pole vault and Nolie 
Anderson in the discus also picked up 
wins for St. Mary Catholic, while Ander-
son added a second place in the shot put. 

Marissa Hahn in the discus and Halle 
Janssen in the triple jump were each third. 

The Zephyrs won the girls title with 104 
points with Manitowoc Lutheran taking 
second with 85. 

The St. Mary Catholic boys team fin-
ished fourth among the five teams and got 
its lone win from Ethan Auer in the 400 
meters. 

Isaiah Hennessy took second in the shot 
put with Max Osgood in the 100 meters, 
Kaden Mielke in the 200 meters and Na-
than Seiske in the 800 meters each took 
third place, while Jacob Hall tied for third 
in the long jump.

Prep roundup
from Page 12

to know the game,” Brown said. “Your IQ 
will grow as you play more games. I en-
courage new players to play as much as 
they can.”

Whether it is suiting up for the Rockets 
for a match at Rocket stadium or just sim-
ply getting together with a few teammates 
to take some shots or play a little wall ball, 
Brown seems to be most happy when he 
has a lacrosse stick in his hand. 

And when this season ends, he hopes 
to have a trophy to carry back to Neenah 
along with that lacrosse stick. 

“I think the sport of lacrosse really 
brings the guys together. We have a special 
connection,” said Brown, who is looking 
to play lacrosse in college but does not 
have any set plans as of yet. “I love being 
a part of this (Neenah lacrosse) tradi-
tion. This program has built me from the 
ground up and into the player I am today. 
This program is amazing. We’re going to 
continue to grow and be the best program 
in the state.” 

Senior Standout
from Page 14

Do you love the Neenah News?
Looking for ways to support the work we do?

It’s easy!
Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their ad in the Neenah News.
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Finish this story:
I love the planet Earth because . . .

Love for Planet 
Earth

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Standards Link: Science: Living things need water, air and resources from the land.

Standards Link: Science: Humans use natural resources for everything they do.

Standards Link: Science: Identify 
natural resources. Language: 

Sort words in alphabetical order.

Look through today’s 
newspaper for five 

facts. List the facts and 
circle any you think are 
fun to know. Whether 
or not the fact is fun or 

not would be your 
opinion.

Fun Facts

I love this because:

I love this because:

I love this because: I love this because:I love this because:

I love this because:

Look at the pictures of the natural resources Earth provides for us.  Put a heart around 
each of the natural resources that you especially love. Under each one, write a sentence 
about how you will care for, conserve and appreciate this resource.

Do the math to �nd out what the di�erent natural 
resources on this page provide people.

8 + 7
4 + 6
7 + 6
8 + 4
6 + 5
9 + 8

SOME CANDLES
PAPER
PLASTICS
CARDBOARD
GLASS
WOOD

=
=
=
=
=
=

7 + 2
8 + 8
7 + 7
6 + 2
9 + 9
4 + 3

WINDOWS
GASOLINE
COMPUTER CHIPS
MACHINERY
POTS & PANS
WIRE

=
=
=
=
=
=

Beware! 
Taking too many 
natural resources 
from the planet 
means we could 
run out of them!

12 =

17 =

10 =

TREES
9 =

14 =

11 =

SAND

13 =

16 =

15 =

OIL

7 =

8 =

18 =

METAL ORES

Put the newspaper in the recycle bin.

Standards Link: Science: Recognize that some resources are renewable and others are nonrenewable.
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AIR
CONSERVE
EARTH
GIFTS
HAPPY
HEART
LOVE
METAL
NATURAL
OIL
ROCKS
RUN
SAND
TREES
WOOD Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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When you recycle, your used items get turned into 

new products.

Fill in the missing vowels in each word listed below 
to discover some of the things these items can be 

made into after recycling.

n_pk_ns
b_ _ ks

sk_tchb_ _ks
n_wsp_per

binder paper

b_s_b_ll   b_t
a_to   p_rts

an_th_r   c_n
appl_ _nc_s

aluminum cans

sl_ _ ping   b_gs
ski  j_ck_ts

c_rp_t
t_ys

plastic containers

Earth is a planet full of natural 
resources – things that come from 
nature, like trees, water, air, rocks, and 
animals that people can use to help 
them live and make things they need.

These natural resources are kind of like 
Mother Earth’s free gifts!

If people waste these gifts, then these 
natural resources are lost.

Thank you for supporting local news!
 Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper: Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper:
• • Stay Connected to Local News and Events:Stay Connected to Local News and Events: Local newspapers provide coverage of community-specific 

news, events, and issues that larger media outlets often overlook, keeping you informed about what’s 
happening in your area.

• • Support Local Journalism:Support Local Journalism: By supporting Neenah News with a membership you help sustain 
independent journalism that holds local governments, businesses, and organizations accountable.

• • Promote Local Businesses:Promote Local Businesses: Community newspapers often feature advertisements, profiles, and stories 
about local businesses, fostering a stronger local economy and encouraging residents to shop 
locally.

• • Preserve Local Culture and Voices:Preserve Local Culture and Voices: Local newspapers highlight community stories, achievements, 
traditions, and unique perspectives that contribute to the area’s identity and cultural heritage.

• • Build a Sense of Community:Build a Sense of Community: Supporting your local newspaper strengthens community ties by 
providing a platform for discussion, celebrating shared successes, and addressing collective 
challenges.

Join online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/, calling 920-486-1616
or stopping at or mailing a $50 annual membership to Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. #090B, Neenah WI 54956


