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Upstairs, downstairs, downtown – life and work in Neenah
Great Harvest venture 
led to special project
By Patti Lee
News contributor

Several decades ago, a couple of IBM 
colleagues were riding their bikes across 
Iowa. John Skyrms recalls a pivotal con-
versation that took place along the way.  

“My friend said he was going to quit 
his job working for IBM and bake bread. 
I told him he’d been out in the sun too 
long,” Skyrms recounts.

Rodd Hall went on to tell him about a 
cool place he and his wife had discovered 
in Minneapolis. “We think we could do it 
in Milwaukee,” he said.

They did just that. He left IBM, his wife 
quit her law practice and the two opened 

the first Wisconsin Great Harvest Bread in 
the Milwaukee area. Skyrms quickly saw it 
wasn’t that crazy of an idea after all.  

A year later IBM was downsizing and 
Skyrms was paid to exit. He did so happily 
and in 1994, that money was used to open 
a Great Harvest in De Pere.

Before they could open the bakery, they 
had to go to Dillon, Mont., for four weeks 
of training. John and Deb were dating at 
the time.  

“That’s the number one reason why we 
were so interested. The first year you had 
to learn to make certain breads and certain 
cookies,” he says. “They wanted you to get 
really good at the basics. But then after 
that you had tons and tons of freedom. 
You can do whatever you want … like I Submitted photo

Kevin and Melissa Lisowe stand with Melissa’s parents, Deb and John Skyrms, in front of 
Great Harvest Bread Co. in Neenah.See Downtown space on Page 10
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Sunset over stillness
A stunning sunset lit up the Rat River Wildlife Area shown from the Wiouwash State Trail in Winnebago County last Thursday 
in advance of a lunar eclipse overnight.

Plans for UW Fox Cities space paused
Menasha school district  
backs away from proposal
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The proposed sale of portions of the 
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh Fox 
Cities campus to the Menasha Joint 
School District (MJSD) to be used for 

child care after college classes end this 
spring semester and the campus perma-
nently shuts down have fallen through.

The abrupt change comes after the 
school district issued a press release and 
social media post March 7 outlining its 
plan to establish multiple child care cen-
ters on campus and noting it is “dedicat-
ed to preserving the planetarium, current 
child care center, museum space, commu-

nity gardens and performing arts center 
to maximize educational opportunities 
for children and residents throughout the 
region.”   

In comments under the post and at a 
school board meeting March 10, some 
residents questioned how the sale would 
impact Menasha’s taxpayers. At earlier 

See Campus future on Page 11

Meet A Member of Our Community

Calling Neenah Home Since 1941, Westgor Funeral Homes

Westgor Funeral Homes-
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah
(920) 722-7151

1140 Appleton Road, Menasha
(920) 720-0314
www.westgorfuneralhomes.com

Michelle is a Menasha native who has been working for Westgor 
Funeral Home since September 2009. She is currently the 
President of the Fox River Valley Funeral Director Association 
and was a charter member of the Rotaract Club of Neenah/
Menasha as well as a member of the Neenah Kiwanis Club.

Generations serving generations.



Page 2 x neenahnews.com March 21, 2025

124 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 090-B
Neenah, WI 54956

General information/customer 
service: Jennifer Grunwald
admin@neenahnews.com
Phone: 920-486-1616
Website: www.neenahnews.com

News tips and story ideas
submit@neenahnews.com

Advertising
advertise@neenahnews.com
920-486-1616

Andrew Beulen: 920-508-0119
andrew@oshkoshherald.com

Jolene Heuchert: 920-508-0084
jolene@oshkoshherald.com

Classified advertising
classifieds@neenahnews.com
920-385-4512

All advertisements are subject to the 
applicable rate card, copies of which 
are available from our Advertising 
Department. All ads are subject to 
approval before publication. Oshkosh 
Herald LLC dba Neenah News re-
serves the right to edit, refuse, reject, 
classify or cancel any ad at any time. 
Errors must be reported in the first 
day of publication. Oshkosh Herald 
LLC dba Neenah News shall not be 
liable for any loss or expense that 
results from an error in or omission of 
an advertisement. No refunds will be 
given for early cancellation of an order.

Advertising deadline is noon Friday 
for the following Friday.
The classified line ads deadline is  
4 p.m. Tuesday for Friday.

 
Publisher
Karen Schneider, 920-858-6407
karen@oshkoshherald.com

Editor
Dan Roherty, 920-508-0027
editor@oshkoshherald.com

Corrections 
It is the policy of Neenah News 
to correct all errors of fact. For 
correction information call 
920-385-4512.

About the newspaper
Published weekly and mailed free of 
charge Thursdays for Friday delivery 
(may vary based on U.S. Postal Service 
and holidays) to more than 21,000 
homes and businesses in the Neenah 
and Fox Crossing areas.  An E-edition 
of the newspaper can be accessed  at 
www.neenahnews.com.

Neenah News is owned by Oshkosh 
Herald LLC, 36 Broad St. Suite 300, 
Oshkosh, WI, 54901. 920-385-4512.

Support the Neenah News
Membership
A $50 annual membership supports 
receiving the newspaper weekly. 
Call 920-486-1616 or visit www.
neenahnews.com/product/mem-
bership/
Subscribe
$70 annually within Winnebago 
County; $85 annually outside  
Winnebago County. Subscribe 
online at https://neenahnewsnow.
com/home-delivery or call 920-385-
4512.

News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah

Leadership We
Can Count On!

VOTEVOTE
April 1st!

*Authorized and Paid for by Hintz for County Executive

VOTE
Knowledgeable
Experienced
Leadership

ASBURY April 5th

Proudly serving NJSD’s
school board since

2016
Paid for by Lauri Asbury for School Board asbury4njsd@gmail.com

Vote On or Before 
April 1

VOTE
Knowledgeable
Experienced
Leadership

ASBURY April 5th

Proudly serving NJSD’s
school board since

2016
Paid for by Lauri Asbury for School Board asbury4njsd@gmail.com

VOTE 
dates 
& poll 
locations

myvote.wi.gov

Eric 
Fredrickson

Vote!

Neenah 
School Board

Process Focused, Detail Driven

VOTE
April 1st!

myvote.wi.gov

Check your voter registration and 
request an absentee ballot at:

Paid for by Eric Fredrickson for Neenah School Board

Historic aircraft taking passengers this month
The Experimental Aircraft Association 

(EAA) is offering rides in two historic air-
craft from different eras on March 28-30 
at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh 
with its Ford Tri-Motor and B-25 Berlin 
Express.

Tri-Motor flights will run from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on those three days, while B-25 
flights will run from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with 
ground tours to follow from 2 to 5 p.m. The 
Ford Tri-Motor is known as the first luxury 
airliner, while the B-25 played a vital role 
during World War II as a medium bomber. 

Both airplanes typically spend the year 
touring across the country stopping at se-
lect destinations to offer flights.

EAA’s Tri-Motor was built by Ford 
Motor Co. and first flew in August 1929. 
The airliner was flown in Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic until it returned to 
the United States in 1949 where it would 
serve a variety of purposes including barn-
storming and firefighting. 

The B-25 was first accepted by the U.S. 

Army Air Forces in December 1943. The 
airplane left the factory fitted with two 
fixed .50-caliber machine guns and a mas-
sive 75 mm cannon. The airplane served 
out the war as an administrative aircraft, 
stationed at bases in Washington, Colora-
do and California.

Tickets aboard the Tri-Motor are $105 
for adults, and $85 for children 17 and 
under. Tickets on the B-25 are $475 
when bought in advance and include a 
free hat. 

More information is at eaa.org/
flight-experiences.

Fast Forward state workforce grant deadline extended 
The state Department of Workforce 

Development (DWD) has extended the 
deadline for employers to apply for Wis-
consin Fast Forward worker training 
grants from March 11 until April 2. Em-
ployers are encouraged to apply for this 
funding that helps deal with the critical 
demand for skilled workers.

The Industry Sectors Worker Training 
Grants reimburse the costs of customized 
occupational training for unemployed, un-
deremployed and existing workers. Grants 
ranging from $5,000 to $400,000 – higher 
for consortium applicants – can cover train-
ing that qualifies workers for full-time posi-

tions, higher-level roles or increased wages.
Eligible applicants include public agen-

cies, private organizations, a consortium 
of placement partners and tribal govern-

ing bodies of a federally recognized tribe 
or band of Native Americans.

Details about the grant program are at 
wisconsinfastforward.com.

Neenah Historical Society photo

School art project
Fifth-grade students from Lincoln Elementary School work on a diorama during the 
1954-55 school year. Lincoln school was located near Adams and Isabella streets. It 
closed in 1969 and was demolished in 1971.

Photo from EAA

A Ford Tri-Motor aircraft is shown that will be available for rides this month at EAA.



 neenahnewsnow.com x Page 3March 21, 2025

Hiring Caring People 
JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS 

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benefits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767 

senior sbticleTM 
Home Care 

State panel going after 
county DEI records
Federal push to remove 
diversity plans goes local
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

National efforts to end diversity, equity 
and inclusion (DEI) initiatives are gain-
ing traction beyond the federal sphere, 
now reaching state and local govern-
ments. 

President Trump in his second term 
signed several executive orders target-
ing DEI and threatening to cut federal 
funding for entities that continue to uti-
lize DEI programs. Several lawsuits have 
been filed to block the orders.

In Wisconsin, the Assembly committee 
on Government Operations, Account-
ability and Transparency (GOAT), which 
formed in January 
and mirrors Trump’s 
Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency 
(DOGE), is seeking 
information on coun-
ty DEI programs.

The committee has 
been charged with 
“undertaking a review 
of county use of tax-
payer dollars for positions, policies and 
activities related to diversity, equity and 
inclusion,” according to a letter sent to 
each of Wisconsin’s 72 counties and 50 
largest cities in February by state Rep. 
Shae Sortwell, vice chair of the GOAT 
committee.

Winnebago County corporation coun-
sel Mary Anne Mueller confirmed at a 
Judiciary & Public Safety Committee 
meeting earlier this month that the coun-
ty received the letter requesting infor-
mation on DEI-related grants, policies, 
training programs and positions, and the 
estimated costs associated with the DEI 
policies and trainings, with a date range 
from January 2019 to the present.

The email cites a statute noting that 
governing bodies of political subdivi-
sions are required to “...assist legislative 
committees in the completion of their 
tasks.”

Mueller said the initial request was sent 
to the Health Department, which is not 
a political subdivision, and a new request 
was submitted to the government of Win-
nebago County, which she forwarded to 
all county departments. Mueller said she 
responded to Sortwell’s email to express 
concern about the breadth of the request.

The records requests were sent before 
the GOAT committee held its first meet-
ing, which took place last Tuesday, and 
without the knowledge of Democratic 
committee members, according to a let-
ter the members sent to the committee 
chair.

“The actions taken by Representative 
Sortwell are a clear overreach and show a 
lack of respect for the local governments 
that serve our communities,” Rep. An-
gelina Cruz said in the joint statement. 
“Rather than focusing on divisive tactics, 
we should be working together to sup-
port our municipalities and ensure they 
have the tools they need to serve all res-
idents.”

Rep. Mike Bare, the ranking Demo-
cratic member of the committee, said 
GOAT should work in a bipartisan way 
to achieve accountable and transparent 
results. 

“Otherwise, this will be nothing more 
than a DOGE wannabe creating chaos 
and confusion with no discernible policy 
goal,” he said in a statement. “Our local 
governments need more resources and 
support, not micromanagement by one 
committee or member of the Legislature.”

GOAT committee member Rep. Nate 
Gustafson of Fox Crossing is also a Win-
nebago County supervisor who co-sub-
mitted a resolution with four other super-
visors in 2023 that dissolved the county’s 
Diversity Affairs Commission. 

When questioned by email about 
whether he was aware of the requests 
sent by the GOAT committee to coun-
ties before they were sent, Gustafson re-
sponded: “These requests are necessary, 
especially if they bring to light the de-
ception being perpetrated by the Neenah 
Joint School District. If you look at what 
Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty 
exposed, they discovered how Neenah is 
rewording titles of positions and hiding 
departments through curious restructur-
ing efforts.”

Gustafson attached an email sent to 
Neenah school board members by Super-
intendent Steve Harrison and posted on 
the Wisconsin Institute of Law & Liberty 
Facebook page, noting that as of March 
4, the district’s position titles Equity and 
Inclusion coordinator and coach will be 
changed to Educational Access coordina-
tor and coach. 

The email noted that the DEI Depart-
ment will no longer be listed as a separate 
entity on the district website and will be 
embedded within the Learning & Lead-
ership Department to emphasize integra-
tion into overall instructional efforts.

“To be clear, this adjustment does not 
change our unwavering commitment 
to ensuring all students have access to a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum, nor 
does it alter our efforts to address dispar-
ities among student groups,” Harrison 
wrote in the email. “Rather, this change 
is intended to keep the focus on our work 
without unnecessary distractions related 
to terminology.”

Gustafson did not respond to a ques-
tion about what county DEI policies and 
programs he thinks are impacting county 
taxpayers.

The bulk of the information presented 
during last week’s five-hour GOAT com-
mittee meeting pertained to remote work 
for state workers. 

Rep. Amanda Nedweski, GOAT com-
mittee chair, closed the meeting by ac-
knowledging the DEI letters sent to the 
counties and cities, noting that the com-
mittee is working together with the Wis-
consin Counties Association in coordi-
nating responses to the records requests. 

“If the information collected substanti-
ates such, the committee may or may not 
pursue further action on this topic,” she 
said.

According to the American Civil Liber-
ties Union (ACLU), DEI efforts began to 
expand after the 2020 killings of George 
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Tay-
lor, which sparked nationwide protests 
and inspired communities, workplaces, 
schools and other institutions to incor-
porate anti-racism principles. 

The ACLU wrote that the current ad-
ministration’s anti-DEI orders are part of 
a broader effort to dismantle civil rights 
gains that were made in recent decades.

Gustafson

Photo by David Hall

Creek bridge fishing
Warmer weather brought anglers out last week to try their luck on West Winneconne 
Avenue over the Neenah Creek.

APPLETON  |  OSHKOSH

bergstromkia.com

$279
WITH $3,999 DUE AT SIGNING
PER MONTH

36
MONTH LEASE

*36 mo, 10,000 mi/yr lease with $3,999 due at signing, includes $650 acquisition fee. No security 
deposit required. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and service fee extra. Ends 4/4/25.

2025 KIA
SPORTAGE
LX AWD

$349
WITH $3,999 DUE AT SIGNING
PER MONTH

36
MONTH LEASE

*36 mo, 10,000 mi/yr lease with $3,999 due at signing, includes $650 acquisition fee. No security 
deposit required. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and service fee extra. Ends 4/4/25.

2025 KIA
SORENTO
S AWD
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REWARDS 
CHECKING 

Let Your Money Work For You! 
EARN 5% APY* ON THE FIRST $5,000 

Minimum requirements: 
• Sign up for home banking and e-statements 
• Receive a minimum of one direct 
deposit of $400 or more per month 

• Make a minimum of 12 debit transactions per month 

Join today and Open a Rewards Checking Account, 
and let small waves create big possibilities. 

P: 920.233.1140 I F: 920.426.1151 I www.ripplecu.org 
429 N. Sawyer St., Oshkosh, WI 54902 

Council candidates discuss District 3 seat priorities
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Voters on April 1 will choose between 
Frank Cuthbert and Jeffrey Linski to repre-
sent Neenah’s District 3, a seat that has not 
been vacant in 18 years.

The candidate that prevails in the elec-
tion will take over for longtime council 
member Lee Hillstrom, who is not seeking 
re-election. 

District 1 Alderman Kathie Boyette is 
also vacating her seat, which Flo Bruno is 
running for unchallenged. District 2 in-
cumbent Dan Steiner is seeking re-election 
unopposed. 

As the only council candidates with a 
challenger, Linski and Cuthbert partici-
pated in a recent candidate forum, sharing 
with voters why they’re the most qualified 
for the position. 

Cuthbert is a U.S. Navy veteran with a 
bachelor’s degree who retired after working 
for the aviation industry for more than 40 
years. He works at the Neenah Public Li-
brary and volunteers at community events. 

“The experience of working with the 
city’s leaders and attending the various 
city’s committees and council meetings has 
given me the knowledge and the connec-
tions to have a good relationship already,” 
he said.

Linski served in the U.S. Air Force for 
more than 24 years. For the past 14 years, 
he has worked as an aircraft maintenance 
manager in the aerospace industry. He’s 
making his second run at a council seat af-
ter a loss in last year’s election to Bill Poll-
now Jr. 

“If elected, I will always conduct myself 
in a professional manner, attend and par-
ticipate in council meetings, serve on city 

committees as appointed and be an active 
and equal participant, and be available at all 
times,” he said.

Select questions from the forum and 
portions of each candidate’s answer are be-
low.

How do you plan to proactively com-
municate and hear feedback from Dis-
trict 3 residents?

Cuthbert: “It’s vital for an alderman to 
initially get the word out, go to the meet-
ings, understand what is being proposed – 
streets, sidewalks, changes in parks – things 
like that, it’s important to have your con-
stituents know as much information about 
what the city wants to do as possible, and 
then get their feedback and bring that feed-
back to the committees, back to the coun-
cil and again, talk to your neighbors, talk to 
your friends and get their input.” 

Linski: “I’d have to say use all our tools 
we have to communicate. We all have cell-

phones now, so we’re available, you know, 
24/7. I would hope no one would call at 
11 at night but if the crisis would need it I 
certainly would answer the call. Just again, 
social media is a big player and know we all 
have cellphones and we’re all available.”

The number of police calls in Neen-
ah have tripled, while the number of 
officers have largely remained the same 
since 1982. What actions will you take 
to ensure Neenah is a safe community? 

Cuthbert: “They have been diligently 
working on stepping up patrols and having 
a greater presence in the community. If I’m 
elected as an alderman I will completely 
support the chief and see if we could get a 
little more money for the police force to get 
some more officers.”

Linski: “I guess we’d want to hire more 
police officers. I think we’re just like any 
other city where there’s a shortfall not only 
in budget and manpower, you know, get-
ting qualified applicants that want to stay. 
It seems like they’re always running for 
the dollar to chase it down the road some-
where that pays higher. So we’d have to 
work with … the different departments to 
hire and keep our police officers.”

There has not been much activity at 
the former Shattuck school property. 
What can the city do to get this project 
moving along?

Cuthbert: “The Shattuck property has 
now been purchased by a private individ-
ual and that individual is not really doing 
very much with the property. The city can 
approach the individual and see if there is 
something that we could do for that facility. 
There was a lot of activity about three years 
ago, there were a lot of plans that were put 
together, and since the initial sort of activi-
ty has sort of died down, it’s rather difficult 
to get the current owner to come back.”

Linski: “It’s privately owned property 
now so we’d have to get together again with 
the city aldermen, other alderpersons and 

the mayor, and look at what our options 
are, what we can enforce, what they can’t.”

What are your thoughts on having a 
senior center in Neenah?

Cuthbert: “Yesterday on the news, 
there’s a company called Evergreen which 
just purchased the K-C headquarters just 
off on Lake Street and they are planning to 
create a 55-plus community there. It wasn’t 
really specific as to exactly what they were 
going to do other than they said that they 
were going to have facilities for activities. 
They didn’t say how many people were go-
ing to be living there but that was exciting. 
So that building’s been sitting vacant for a 
while and it’s good to have a good use for 
it.”

Linski: “I would be for it. I mean, we just 
would have to figure out how to fund it and 
how to create the space for it. I think our 
seniors need a place to live and it’s more 
built for the seniors and I would definitely 
support it.”

There has been a lot of talk about Win-
nebago County implementing a 0.5% 
countywide sales tax. Would you be in 
favor of that or not and why?

Cuthbert: “Honestly, I have to say that I 
was not aware of that. As I’m just finding 
out, I would first have to inquire as to what 
the county would provide for the city of 
Neenah for that half percent sales tax, and 
that would be my first question, and then 
I would have to dig a little deeper and find 
out, OK, so is that every resident, is that 
businesses? There’s a lot that I would have 
to find out about that.”

Linski: “We’d have to find out a lot more 
information on … where it’s coming from, 
what would it go to and how we could kind 
of divide it up and use it for different de-
partments or municipalities, townships or 
cities and communities.”

At the end of the forum, each candidate 
gave a closing statement.

“I will bring honest and open discus-
sions to any issue that I receive,” Cuthbert 
said. “Not everyone has the same idea for 
what is best for our community, but clear 
and factual decisions must be made and I 
am willing to do it. I am ready to start work-
ing with the residents of Neenah to keep 
Neenah as safe, friendly and a profitable 
community as possible.”

“Neenah is a great place to live, great 
people, a place where people want to live 
and raise their children and I am com-
mitted to investing in future Neenah that 
works for all Neenah residents,” Linski said 
in closing. “I would like to give something 
back to my community and believe that the 
best way to improve our community is to 
get involved in it and be that special person 
who puts the city of Neenah budget first 
and represents District 3 as a priority.”

Neenah News

District 3 candidates Frank Cuthbert (left) and Jeffrey Linski are shown in the Common 
Council chambers after a candidate forum last week.



 neenahnewsnow.com x Page 5March 21, 2025

Having chronic knee pain shouldn’t mean giving up the things you love. 

Thankfully, ThedaCare has a new way to keep you moving: ROSA Knee robotic 

technology. Our specially trained surgeons use ROSA Knee to personalize the 

approach to total knee replacement — providing a solution that works for you 

and your unique anatomy. Visit thedacare.org/orthopedics to learn more. 

A new knee for a more active you.
Thanks to robotic technology.

Zimmer Biomet is a medical device manufacturer that provides products and other services used 
by health care professionals to create personalized care plans. Zimmer Biomet is not a medical 
professional and does not practice medicine. Zimmer Biomet is not responsible for the content of 
ThedaCare.org. The persons in these advertisements are models and not actual recipients of Zimmer 
Biomet products and services. Results are not necessarily typical and will vary due to health, weight, 
activity and other human variables. *Not all patients are candidates for joint procedures or ROSA 
Knee robotic technology. Only a medical professional can determine the treatment appropriate for 
your specific condition. Talk to your surgeon about whether joint replacement is right for you and 
the risks of the procedure, including the risk of impact wear, loosening, breakage, failure or risk of 
infection, all of which could require additional surgery. For general information on joint pain and 
technology, visit www.zimmerbiomet.com or call 1.800.447.5633. ©2025 Zimmer Biomet. 

KEEPS US
MOVING.ROBOTICS

 Location:  ThedaCare Medical Center-
  Orthopedic, Spine and Pain

  2400 East Capitol Drive
  Appleton, WI 54911

 Date & Time:  April 9, 2025 from 6:30–7:30 PM

 To Register:  Scan the QR code!

 Join us for a FREE Community Seminar!

Jury trial set for man charged in connection with homicide
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

A Neenah man charged in connection 
with the death of a local homeless man 
was denied a bond modification request 
Monday by Judge Michael Gibbs and his 
case is headed to a jury trial in June.

Rodney Franklin, 52, had sought to 
reduce his $35,000 bond to a signature 
bond. Gibbs already reduced his bond 
from an initial $500,000 in January.

Franklin’s attorney Danielle Gorsuch told 
the judge that Franklin has severe health con-
cerns made worse in jail and has remained 
incarcerated for a significant time without 
the prosecution making any plea offers.

Tracy Paider, Winnebago County as-
sistant district attorney, argued against 
reducing the bond, stating that no offers 
have been made because prosecutors are 
waiting on DNA testing results from the 
State Crime Laboratory “which will deter-
mine whether or not homicide charges are 
appropriate.”

Keith Rieskamp, 73, who had been liv-

ing in area parks, was found dead Nov. 24 
outside Franklin’s apartment building on 
East Doty Avenue. 

“The victim had been beaten severely 
outside of the apartment complex to the 
point where his face was not really able 
to be recognized,” Paider said at the court 
hearing.

Franklin denied knowing Rieskamp. 
But when a search warrant was execut-
ed at Franklin’s apartment, Rieskamp’s 
blood-covered watch and bracelet, and his 
wallet and identification documents, were 
found in a kitchen drawer. 

Franklin is the only person charged in 
connection with Rieskamp’s death and 
has been incarcerated since Nov. 27 on 
charges of theft from a person or corpse 
and second offense possession of THC.

Paider said Franklin has past convictions 
dating to the early 1990s, the most recent 
being a conviction in Minnesota in 2019. 
She said Franklin missed court hearings in 
some of the past cases and argued that his 
current cash bond is appropriate.

Gibbs noted the significant nature of 
the charges and the court’s primary con-
cern that Franklin appears for court as he 
denied the bond modification. 

After the ruling, Franklin invoked his 
right to a speedy trial and the court set a 
plea and sentencing hearing for May 12 and 
a three-day jury trial set to begin June 3.

Neenah News

Rodney Franklin leaves the courtroom after a hearing Monday where a judge denied his bond 
modification request and set a jury trial for June.

Business news roundup
Neenah based Bon Voyage Boutique 

Travel was recently honored as a recipient 
of the 2024 Million Dollar Travel Advisor 
Sales Award by the MAST Travel Net-
work, a sales and marketing travel agency 
trade group based in Oakbrook Terrace, 
Ill. Travel consultants among 205 agencies 
across 16 states were recognized. Agents 
from Bon Voyage Boutique Travel include 
Jana Greenfield, Sara Smith, Shauna Neit-
zel, and owners Brittany Bartelt and Geoff 
Hendren. Bon Voyage also was awarded the 
All-Star Award, bestowed upon the top 10 

MAST consortium agencies in the country.

Jewelers Mutual Group recently an-
nounced Chris Anderson has joined 
the company as chief financial officer and 
treasurer. Anderson, who brings expertise 
in strategic planning, enterprise risk man-
agement and operational transformation, 
joins Jewelers Mutual from Baker Tilly US, 
where she served as managing principal of 
growth strategies. Anderson holds certi-
fications that include Chartered Global 
Management Accountant and Certified 

Public Accountant. She earned her bach-
elor’s degree in accounting from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and has 
completed executive education programs 
at Harvard Business School and Chicago 
Booth Executive Education.

Keller Inc. will be the architect and 
general contractor on a 4,400-square-foot 
building addition for Milltown Paper 
Inc. at 1286 Ehlers Road in Neenah. The 
addition will enhance workflow and com-
munication among employees, ensure 

their comfort and support the company’s 
continued growth.  The project will be 
completed in the fall.

The Community First Fox Cities Mara-
thon has announced Fleet Feet Fox Valley 
as its new 10K run/walk sponsor. The 10K 
run/walk, which started in 2020, starts and 
finishes at Riverside Park in Neenah. The 
6.2-mile course has three water stations 
throughout and shares a start and finish 
line with the Ascension 5K Run/Walk, 
which is stroller and dog-friendly.
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Planning ahead gives your loved ones peace of mind. We offer flexible 
pre-planning options to help families make important decisions in 
advance, ensuring every wish is honored. Start your pre-planning 
journey today.

304 S. Commercial St., Neenah, WI 54956            
920 722 6464  |  kesslerfh.com

Plan today, 
gain peace of 
mind tomorrow.

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

To advertise in the Worship Directory, call 920-385-4512

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

ROAST DUCK DINNER
Served last Wed. of each month

Roast Duck served with made from scratch 
dressing & gravy and real mashed potatoes 
Reservations required. Full menu available. 

Open: WED-SAT 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

Schools begin deep dive into literacy goals for students
In last month’s article, I summarized 

key action steps that will be implement-
ed based on staff and community input 
gathered through numerous listening 
sessions earlier this year. One significant 
outcome of that feedback is the recent 
implementation of a comprehensive 
evaluation of the English Language Arts 
(ELA) program for students in grades 
5K-6. 

At Neenah Joint School District, we 
remain committed to providing every 
student with a high-quality education 
that fosters essential literacy skills for 
lifelong success. 

Our ELA program evaluation is a mul-
tiphase process designed to examine stu-
dent achievement data, instructional ma-

Steve  
Harrison
NJSD 
superintendent

terials, assessment systems, intervention 
strategies and professional development 
opportunities. This effort ensures that 
our curriculum and teaching practices 
align with the latest research and best 
support students’ needs. 

The evaluation process began in 
February with an introductory session 
where stakeholders – including educa-
tors and administrators—established 

norms and discussed the study’s pur-
pose. Since then, we have systematically 
analyzed student achievement results, 
starting with grade-level data and pro-
gressing to more detailed domain and 
demographic breakdowns. 

Throughout the spring, our team will 
review how our current assessment and 
intervention systems support students’ 
literacy development. These discussions 
will help us identify strengths and areas 
for improvement, allowing us to provide 
more targeted support for learners at all 
levels. 

Looking ahead to the fall, we will fo-
cus on instructional materials, teaching 
practices and professional development 
opportunities. Using tools provided by 

CESA 6, we will conduct an in-depth 
audit to evaluate the effectiveness of our 
resources and strategies. Additionally, 
we will conduct a SWOT (strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats) 
analysis to gain a comprehensive under-
standing of our overall ELA system. 

The final stage of this evaluation will 
result in a set of recommendations for 
the future of our ELA program. These 
recommendations may include adapting 
or refining instructional practices, select-
ing new materials, enhancing assessment 
strategies and strengthening professional 
development initiatives to support our 
educators. 

We are truly excited about the prog-
ress of this initiative and the positive 
impact it will have on our students. 
Literacy is the foundation of all learning, 
and by critically examining our ELA 
program we are taking an essential step 
toward ensuring every child in Neenah 
has the opportunity to thrive academi-
cally. 

I look forward to sharing with you 
updates as we continue this work and 
appreciate the collaboration and support 
of our educators, families and commu-
nity members. Together, we are building 
a stronger literacy foundation for all 
students in Neenah.
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1 lb. Pool Care Shock
Advanced
and algae to restore clarity
in 24 hours. T 162 651

4.99
HTH®

Kills bacteria

SAVE 40% OR MORE

24 oz. All-Purpose
Cleaner
biodegradable formula removes
dirt, grease and stains. Use on
floors, carpets, countertops,
appliances and more. W 599 944

3.99
Simple Green®

Concentrated,

16 ct. PODS® Laundry Detergent
Choose Spring Meadow, Clean Breeze or 
Free & Gentle. Detergent, stain remover and 
brightener in one. W 148 672, 673; 191 288

5.99
Tide®
YOUR CHOICE
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64 oz. Fast Orange® Hand Cleaner
with Pumice
solvent-free hand cleaner. Cleans the toughest
dirt. Fortified with premium skin conditioners.
Pure, fresh citrus scent.H 151 585
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Biodegradable, petroleum
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Control Outdoor Fogger
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40 qt. Maxcold Wheeled Ice Chest
56 cans. Durable wheels roll on all terrain.
Tow-handle designed for pulling. T 164 819
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Holds
1 qt. Motor Oil
Choose 10W30, 10W40,
5W30, 5W20 or SAE30.
H 171 352, 353, 355, 359, 361
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YOUR CHOICE

17.5 oz. Wasp & Hornet
Killer Foaming or
Aerosol Spray
contact. Protects up to 4
weeks. L 187 976, 978
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Holiday Wonderland®
200 ct. Pro-Series C6 Faceted String 
Lights Choose multicolor, pure white or warm 
white. 66.33 ft. lighted length. Connect up to 
15 sets. Indoor/outdoor use. T 116 131, 132, 133

36.99
YOUR CHOICE 8.99

YOUR CHOICE
Holiday Wonderland®
100 ct. Mini LED Light Set Choose warm 
white, multicolor or cool white. 24.8 ft. lighted 
length. Indoor/outdoor use. T 195 548, 549, 550

Extension Cord

7.99
Master Electrician®
20 ft. 16/3 Outdoor

Green. SJTW.
13 amps. 125 volts.E 765 125
40 ft. 16/3 Extension 
Cord, 19.99 E 765 263

15.99
Master Electrician®
6-Outlet Surge Protector
Power Strip with 2 USB
Ports 6 ft. power cord. 
Protected and grounded indicator
light. UL/cUL listed. E 201 676

26.99
DeWALT®
40 pc. Impact Ready® Screwdriver Set 
Features assorted FlexTorq® Impact Ready® 
bits, nutsetters and holders. Designed to 
absorb impact, resist wear and deliver longer 
life in tough applications. R 177 359
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9.99
YOUR CHOICE
Bounty® or Charmin®
4-pk. Select-A-Size Paper Towels or 6-
pk. Ultra Soft Mega Roll Bath Tissue 
Cleanup made easier. Get longer-lasting rolls of 
paper towels or bath tissue. W 100 061; 265 118

11.99
Rayovac®
High Energy™ Alkaline Batteries 
Choose D, C, AA, AAA or 9V batteries. Ideal for 
a variety of high-use or high-powered devices.
E 340 874, 973; 341 826; 344 575; 345 267

YOUR CHOICE

50/50 for All Vehicles

Peak®
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Prediluted

Contains a proprietary

4.99
11.99SALE PRICE 

-7.00MAIL-IN REBATE*

blend of scale-fighting inhibitors. H 128 693
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Concentrate for 
All Vehicles , 7.99 after $7 mail-in
rebate* H 128 694 *Not eligible for TVR Instant Rebate. 
Limit 2 per household. Consumer responsible for taxes.Z
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                                              Your Trusted Legal Professionals For Planning, Preserving& Protecting Your Legacytm 
 

 

Wills    <>    Trusts    <>    Estates    <>   Elder Law 
 

                                                         a better way – call today! 

                                                            920-558-9300  
                                                          www.theEstatePlanningGroup.com 

Wisconsin Supreme Court race draws rally, protest
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Supporters of Wisconsin Supreme 
Court candidate Susan Crawford took 
to the sidewalk in front of The Dome in 
Neenah on Sunday to protest a “Save Wis-
consin” rally for Crawford’s opponent 
Brad Schimel, which took place inside.  

Crawford, a Dane County Circuit Court 
judge since 2018, has the support of Dem-
ocrats for the nonpartisan position, while 
Schimel, a Waukesha County Circuit 
Court judge since 2019 and former Wis-
consin attorney general, is supported by 
Republicans. 

The Schimel rally at the bar owned by 
state Rep. Dean Kaufert, Neenah’s former 
mayor, was organized by George Bureau, 
a Winnebago County supervisor, 6th Dis-
trict chairman for the Republican Party of 
Wisconsin and vice chair of the Winneba-
go County Republican Party.

“I think saving America starts with Wis-
consin, and I think it comes down to we 
want to protect liberties, that’s what it’s all 
about,” Bureau said.

Schimel shared similar sentiments, 
stating he wants to save Wisconsin “from 
the madness, from a supreme court that’s 
completely lost its objectivity, which will 
destroy our constitutional republic.”

Other speakers included Rep. Glenn 
Grothman, Rep. Nate Gustafson and 
Winnebago County Sheriff John Matz. 
Though the county sheriff is a nonpartisan 
elected position, Matz wore his uniform at 
the event and endorsed Schimel. 

“I think it’s important that our Supreme 
Court is nonpolitical, and Brad is that per-
son,” he said.

Outside the event, about 50 Crawford 

supporters protested, chanting and wav-
ing signs. They say a Schimel victory will 
erode abortion rights, threaten voter ID 
laws and lead to the loss of constitutional 
liberties.

“It’s possible we could lose our fair maps,” 
said Lisa Gehrke, a member of the Apple-
ton area National Organization for Women 
(NOW) and Indivisible Fox Valley. “It’s 
possible that Wisconsin women would 
lose the right to choose and have control 
over their own bodies. So yeah, there are so 
many bad things that could happen.”

The Wisconsin Supreme Court race has 

attracted record spending, with WisPoli-
tics reporting that as of March 12, $33.3 
million has gone into Schimel’s campaign 
and $25.5 million into Crawford’s. 

Some protesters said they are upset 
with Elon Musk, who after spending near-

ly $300 million to elect Trump is putting 
money into two groups that have spent a 
combined total of more than $12.2 mil-
lion on Schimel’s campaign, according to 
Wisconsin Ethics Commission reports.

“He’s here to further Trump’s agenda,” 
Appleton area NOW member Marie Ne-
semann said. “That’s not what we need in 
a judge.”

Mother and daughter Rebecca and Ka-
tie, who requested that their last name not 
be used, said they feel helpless and pro-
testing is the only thing they can do.

“We’re having our freedoms eroded 
daily,” Rebecca said as she began crying. 
“He’s attacking women, trans, immigrants, 
Medicaid, veterans. He’s erased the police 
misconduct website, he’s removed diversity 
and inclusion, he’s censoring everything.”

“My grandpa was in the cold war in 
Alaska and fought fascists,” Katie added. 
“I can’t let this happen.” 

Though the rally and protest remained 
civil, some of the Crawford supporters 
said they felt unsafe due to a counter pro-
tester and his partner with a camera who 
heckled those outside. 

The winner of the Supreme Court race 
on April 1 will either change the balance 
of power on the court by shifting the cur-
rent 4-3 liberal majority, or will maintain 
the existing narrow margin.
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Supporters for both state Supreme Court candidates talk outside a rally for Brad Schimel.

Follow healthy lifestyle to reduce heart disease risk
ThedaCare Communications

Key steps for reducing a person’s risk of 
heart disease are often within grasp: eating 
a healthy diet, exercising, and abstaining 
from smoking, to name a few. One factor 
beyond people’s reach, however, can play 
a pivotal role in heart disease risk.

“When it comes to heart disease, family 
history could be the most important risk 
factor to consider,” said Dr. Ameer Ka-
bour, a cardiologist and medical director 
of ThedaCare Cardiovascular Care. 

A family may be genetically predisposed 
to certain types of heart disease and con-
ditions, increasing family members’ risk of 
developing those conditions, Kabour said.

“Note the history of your parents, 
grandparents, and siblings. Include aunts 
and uncles,” he said. “Make sure to gather 
information for both sides of the family. 
Sharing this information can help your 
providers understand how heart disease 
may run in your family, and what recom-
mendations may be best for you.”

Kabour encouraged people to learn the 
type of disease, conditions, or procedures 
relatives have or had, noting how old they 
were at diagnosis, treatment, or death. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) offers family health his-

tory tools and resources and recommends 
letting health care providers know if close 
family members have or had any heart-re-
lated diseases or conditions, including:

• Angina
• Arrhythmias, such as atrial fibrillation
• Aortic aneurism
• Cardiomyopathy
• Congenital heart defects
• Coronary artery disease or atheroscle-

rosis
• Heart attack, heart bypass surgery, or 

heart failure
• High blood pressure or high blood 

cholesterol
• Implantable cardioverter-defibrillator 
• Pacemaker
• Percutaneous coronary intervention 

or coronary angioplasty
The good news is that people can take 

steps to reduce their heart disease risk, Ka-
bour said. That includes adopting a healthy 
lifestyle and treatment of medical condi-
tions that could lead to heart disease.

“Many people who have a family history 
of early heart attacks also have other risk 
factors such as high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, diabetes, or obesity,” Kabour 
said. “All of these can be surveilled and 
managed.”

Frank Cuthbert
Please Vote

Neenah Alderman District 3 

Vote on April 1st!

Dedicated to the City of Neenah: Works at the library and 
volunteers for community events like the Neenah Pow Wow 
Canoe Ride, Winterfest, and Carpenter Preserve. Led a task 
force to standardize QR codes for Oak Hill Cemetery's military 
memorials.
Background: U.S. Navy Veteran with a B.S. from Southern 
Illinois University and 40 years in the aviation industry as an 
Operations Manager and Completions Executive.
Paid for by Frank Cuthbert
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Held from 
1:30 to 3:30pm
the last Thursday 
of every month:
• March 27
• April 24
• May 29
• June 26 
 

The BEST

in

OSHKOSH!
Seniors and their friends 
and family are all invited 
to play and enjoy: 
• Awesome prizes
• Fun competition 
• Tasty refreshments 

Join The Courtyard’s
monthly BINGO game!

541
3851 Jackson St., Oshkosh, WI 54901

TheCourtyardatOshkosh.com

RSVP or just drop by!
Contact Melisa at (920) 969-8020 
or mellingson@encorecares.com.

Just over 2,000 students received de-
grees during the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison’s winter 2024 commence-
ment at the Kohl Center. Graduates from 
Neenah included:

Ava Asbury, master of science-biomedi-
cal engineering

Arielle Barber, bachelor of arts, English, 
history

Kylie Carriveau, bachelor of arts, psy-
chology

Quintin Longland, bachelor of arts, 
mathematics

Bre Lortscher, bachelor of sci-
ence-health promotion and health equity

Matthew Meinke, bachelor of sci-
ence-education

Lauren Meyer, bachelor of science, bi-
ology

Ana Petereit Cruz, bachelor of sci-
ence-engineering mechanics

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
commencement exercises held Dec. 15 
had 1,340 prospective candidates for 
degrees in attendance. Graduates from 
Neenah included:

Biviana Abella, bachelor of arts
Alexis Davis, bachelor of business ad-

ministration
Julianna Miller, master of science
Lauren Miller, master of social work
Logan Schumacher, bachelor of busi-

ness administration
Aurora Vargas, bachelor of arts
William Zickler, bachelor of science

More than 800 students graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
at winter commencement Dec. 14. Grad-
uates from Neenah included:

Ella Bathke, bachelor of science in psy-

chology
Ethan Coons, bachelor of business ad-

ministration in accounting

The University of Wisconsin-Platte-
ville awarded diplomas to about 400 un-
dergraduate students in its winter com-
mencement ceremony Dec. 14. Graduates 
from Neenah included:

Ethan Krueger, industrial and systems 
engineering

Sydney Wirth, electrical engineering

The University of Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point conferred degrees to 462 graduates 
for the fall 2024 semester. Graduates from 
Neenah included:

America Ambriz-Zermeno, bachelor of 
science, elementary education

Lauren Engelbreth, bachelor of science, 
resource management

Nathanual Hoks, bachelor of arts, his-
tory

Two students from Neenah completed 
degree requirements at the University of 
Wisconsin-La Crosse in December:

Blake Groleau, bachelor of science, fi-
nance major

Anna Horn, bachelor of science, biolo-
gy major

Abbey Schuff of Neenah graduated with 
a bachelor of arts degree in human social 
services from Wisconsin Lutheran Col-
lege in December 

Carley Wilharm of Neenah received a 
master of science degree in occupational 
therapy from Clarkson University in Pots-
dam, N.Y., on Dec. 14.

Local college graduates

Photo by David Hall

Youth creativity in glass
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass is featuring glass art made by area high school 
students in its Teen Voices in Glass: 2025 Area High School Glass Exhibition that 
runs until April 18. After creating art in the museum’s Glass Studio, students from 
more than 16 area high schools are participating in the annual exhibit.

Jack Keller of Neenah earned a bache-
lor’s degree in computer science from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlan-
ta, one of about 6,400 undergraduate and 
graduate students presented degrees Dec. 
12.

Gavin Llewellyn of Neenah graduated 

from Milwaukee School of Engineering in 
the fall with a bachelor of science degree 
in mechanical engineering.

Ethan Gustafson of Neenah graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin-Stout in 
December with a bachelor of science de-
gree in mechanical engineering.
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could have a cookie recipe and introduce 
it to Great Harvest.”

It’s called a Freedom Franchise, allowing 
owners great latitude in operations such as 
ordering local products, having access to 
the franchise recipes and ability to create 
their own special breads and pastries.

“This whole bakery thing was started 
by a couple of hippies out in Montana,” 
John says. “From what I was told, these 
guys were baking and selling bread from 
a card table to make money for school. A 
friend of theirs – I think their folks might 
have owned a bakery – said, ‘Oh, this is 
really good. Do you mind if we bake your 
bread?’ Then there was kind of a ‘hmmm’ 
moment.”

That Great Harvest franchise office is 
still there and the owners “are still alive 
and kicking and climbing mountains in 
Montana.”

“It was as far away from computers as I 
could see, and what a great jump for me,” 
John says of starting a bakery. He recalls 
milling fresh flour for the first time.  

“You were upstairs,” he says to Deb. “I 
came running up from the basement – 
that’s where the mill was – with this flour 
in my hands and I showed it to you. Deb 
looked at me like, ‘Yeah, I don’t get it.’ But 
it was pretty cool!”

It was cool enough for the couple to 
open a Neenah location in 1997 at 116 W. 
Wisconsin Ave. in a building constructed 
in 1875. As part of a National Historic 
District, the structure marked its sesqui-
centennial this year.

Reminiscing about the Neenah open-
ing, the couple picks up on each others’ 
memories. 

“We opened March of ’97,” says John, 
“and the day before was a blizzard … back 
when we had big blizzards.” “We drove 
down the night before,” continues Deb, 
“because we knew it was supposed to be 
such a horrible snowstorm. But no turn-
ing back … we already had everything 
marketed for an open house. You know it’s 
happening, storm or not.” 

The couple stayed at the hotel down the 
street and climbed over snowdrifts in the 
wee hours to bake the bread.  

“We were just crushed,” John recalls. 
“We put all this effort into marketing and 
promotion for a grand opening. We made 
all this beautiful bread. We stood there 
looking at each other saying, ‘Nobody’s 
gonna come.’ And then guess who was our 
first customer? Mayor Marigen Carpenter.

“She was such an amazing woman. I 
have so much respect for her. In she came, 
saying, ‘Someday you’ll laugh about this.’ 
And that was 28 years ago, so I guess she 
was right.”

The Skyrms ran Great Harvest for sev-
en years, becoming colleagues and friends 
with the neighboring businesses.

By 2004 the couple was living in 
Waupaca on a few acres of land with some 

chickens. Besides the bakery, their daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Melissa and Kevin Lis-
owe, had just given them their first grand-
child, Carson.  

The Lisowes were each running a Pizza 
Hut franchise at the time and shifted their 
management and marketing skills to Great 
Harvest.

“The grandkids were involved,” says 
John. “Like, we have memories of Carson 
at the table making dog biscuits. Standing 
on a stool and rolling the dough … and 
they even worked retail when they got a 
bit older.”  

Melissa and Kevin bought the business 
two years later, and in 2009 some down-
town buildings became available for John 
and Deb to purchase, including the bakery 
location.  

The only hitch was that the Skyrms were 
still in Waupaca, with everything and ev-
eryone else in Neenah. Deb suggested 
they turn the upstairs, which still held 
remnants of cubicle offices for Kimber-
ly-Clark Corp., into an apartment.  

“Then it turned out so neat we decided 
to sell Waupaca and just move in,” says 
John. 

Neat is quite the understatement. The 
upstairs apartment is a 2,000-square-foot 
creative work of art, an open-air beauty of 
a home.

“What we did is we gutted it,” says Deb. 
“Kimberly-Clark had offices for most of 
this block, and it was all connected,” John 
continues: “They had 8-foot drop ceilings 
and little office cubicles, this whole space.”  

Deb points out the beams the contrac-
tor removed and reinstalled in order to 
build a loft.  

“We had a phenomenal contractor with 
really good ideas,” she says of Dave Halv-
erson. 

John points out two ceiling treatments.  
“We believe those areas used to be sky-

lights. And the tin came from a bar down 
the street that they were demolishing – 
The Therapy Tavern, 208 Main Street. The 
city said we could have the tin if we kept it 
downtown. So that was great.”

Every amenity an urban dweller could 
dream up graces the space. Each area is 
generous in size and warmth. There’s even 
a substantial outside deck, complete with 
flowerbeds – and a small garage. 

Tall windows shine light upon a comfy 
indoor window seat.  

“We like to sit here and meditate,” Deb 
explains. “We actually sat on the floor 
right here to decide how deep we wanted 
the window seats.”

The apartment home has undergone 
quite a flip from 1997 when the Skyrms 
were doing the buildup for the bakery. 
They had found dishes in the ceiling and 
learned that when it was a restaurant the 
grandparents and some family lived up-
stairs. They had a dumbwaiter, and grand-
ma would make chili and send it down to 
the restaurant.   

During its various iterations, the space 
has featured a candy store, bridal shop, dry 
goods store and a tobacco shop.  

All these years downtown have fash-
ioned the Skyrms into experts when it 
comes to the historic buildings. Current-
ly listing a space above Keller Plaza, they 
have been leasing downtown Neenah 
properties to commercial clients for more 
than 15 years as owners of Historic Neen-
ah Properties LLC.

“Above Keller Plaza, that’s all businesses 
up there. But there are apartments up and 
down Main Street,” John says as he ticks 
off the more recently renovated areas. 
“Mary Powell (Fibre/The Revival) and 
Bob Wedge (Natural Boutique) live above 
their businesses. Some of them are even 
apartments above apartments.

“Debbie (Rasmus) at Canova’s has two 
or three places that she rents out on a 
short-term basis,” he adds.

It so happens that her father owned a 
pizza place in Freeport, Ill., where John 
grew up.  

“John knew the family,” adds Deb, 
“which proves it’s such a small world.” 

Both agree that it’s a tight-knit group. 
“People are super considerate of each oth-
er. It’s a good thing, a good feel.”  

The downtown lifestyle is a perfect fit 
for the energetic couple.  

“The Y is right there, we have Shattuck 
Park for concerts and lunches, Zacatecas 
for gourmet Mexican … last night we 
went to Sante for dinner and a glass of 
wine,” Deb extolls.  

She reflects upon the ongoing journey. 
“The whole philosophy from the franchise 
to downtown just fit in so well with who 
we are.”

John agrees. “You give back to the com-
munity. You make it a place for people 
to come that’s welcoming and great. You 
know the board on the left (at Great Har-
vest) when you enter, where they cut stuff 
up and give it to you? It’s not a sample 
board. It’s a generosity thing. 

“If you come to my house, I offer you 
something, right? People are coming to 
the bakery’s house. May I get you a slice 
of bread? Yes, it’s just a hospitable thing to 
do.”

Downtown space
from Page 1

Photo by Patti Lee

Some of the installed ceiling tin is shown at the Skyrms’ Wisconsin Avenue apartment home.

Photo by John Skyrms

A view of the interior space at the Wisconsin Avenue apartment space downtown.

Do you love the Neenah News?
Looking for ways to support the work we do?

It’s easy!
Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their ad in the Neenah News.



 neenahnewsnow.com x Page 11March 21, 2025

fresh.
clean.
delivered.
400 N Richmond St. Ste D Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 573-6629 | www.thelaundrygal.com
www.facebook.com/thelaundrygalwi

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

NOW
HIRING
EXPERIENCED

AUTO
TECHNICIANS 

1115 S Commercial Street, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

Experienced 
Auto 

Technicians

NOW 
HIRING

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE | 920.751.4658
@BMMGL ASS |  BMMGL ASS.COM

Extraordinary 
glass experiences

Art Camps
& Classes

at Bergstrom-Mahler
Museum of Glass

Scan for more 
information 
and to register.

Scan for more 
information 
and to register.

Kid’s Spring Break Art Camp
Ages 8–11, March 28

Summer Art Camps
Ages 8 –11, June 9–12
Ages 5 – 7, July 7–10
Ages 12 –15, July 7–10
Ages 8 –11, July 21–24
Ages 12 –15, July 21–24
Ages 5 – 7, August 18–21
Ages 8 –11, August 18–21

Your child will explore the 
galleries using the exhibits as 
inspiration for their own work, 
and discover many ways to 
safely create their own glass 
art projects, through fusing 
and other glass-focused 
methods.

Grow Up Glassy
Ages 2–4, April 5
Kindle your little one’s enjoy-
ment of the glass art world 
through a focused guided 
tour followed by time for 
creativity.

meetings on the topic, it was estimated 
the campus would cost $750,000 annually 
just for heating.

Winnebago and Outagamie counties, 
who own the property at the campus, 
issued a joint press release March 11 an-
nouncing the collaboration with MJSD 
“to address current needs within the com-
munity and maintain access to valuable 
educational programs.” 

Winnebago County scheduled a press 

conference on the future of the campus 
for the following day that was canceled 
about six hours later.

That evening, Outagamie County’s 
Property Committee held a meeting 
where they voted to pause the sale of the 
campus and have three appraisals com-
pleted to determine its value. 

Then on Tuesday, MJSD issued another 
press release, backing out on acquiring the 
property.

“A common theme in the communi-
ty feedback received by the district was 
a desire for more information about the 
project’s impact on Menasha Joint School 

Campus future
from Page 1

District taxpayers and the potential costs 
to the school district,” Superintendent 
Matt Zimmerman wrote. “Without these 
details and more opportunity for public 
discussion about these details, our plan 
lacks sufficient support.”

Zimmerman noted MJSD remains com-
mitted to finding solutions to the child 
care crisis in the community but will not 
be taking over ownership of the campus.

The original 39,000-square-foot building 
at UW Fox Cities was constructed in 1960 
on 20 acres in Menasha and grew to 40 
acres and more than 250,000 square feet. 

Several additions over the years includ-
ed the Barlow Planetarium, Communi-
cation Arts Center, University Children’s 
Center, Weis Earth Science Museum and 
Community Gardens.

The counties have been in talks since 
last June about what will happen to the 
campus after UW-Oshkosh announced 
classes there will end in June and the cam-
pus will permanently close in December 
due to declining enrollment and financial 
challenges.

UW Fox Cities will be the sixth two-
year campus to close after a statewide 
merger of two-year campuses with four-
year campuses in 2018.

Water leak prevention tips highlighted
The state Department of Natural Re-

sources (DNR) is highlighting the im-
portance of preventing household water 
waste and practicing water conservation 
in recognition of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Fix A Leak Week, March 
17-23.

Household leaks can waste more than 1 
trillion gallons of water annually nation-

wide, costing consumers millions of dol-
lars. By fixing household leaks promptly, 
consumers can save water and money and 
prevent damage to their floors, furniture 
and possessions. 

The EPA’s Fix A Leak Week webpage 
(epa.gov/watersense) provides guidance 
on detecting and fixing the most common 
household leaks. 

Beaming Inc. is looking for horse han-
dlers and side walker volunteers. Horse 
handlers are responsible for the horse’s be-
havior while a participant rides; side walk-
ers assist program participants with main-
taining balance, control, and interpreting 
directions given by the Riding Instructor 
during lessons. Volunteers must be 14 years 
old; all training will be provided. Contact 
Denise at volunteer4beaming@gmail.com.

Children’s Wisconsin is seeking vol-
unteers to provide donation support in as-
signed areas. Duties include organization, 

inventory, and item acceptance. Shifts are 
available between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., Mon-
day-Thursday. Minimum age: 18. To learn 
more, contact Lisa at lnitecki@childrens-
wi.org or 920-967-9129.  

ThedaCare at Home seeks Music En-
hancement volunteers to share their musi-
cal talents with hospice patients. Opportu-
nities are available in ThedaCare facilities, 
patient homes, and throughout their ser-
vice area. Flexible scheduling. Contact 
Shana at shana.farrell@thedacare.org or 
920-422-7583 to learn more.

Volunteer needs

PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

ON YOUR NEXT ABC SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING PROJECT

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  |  920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI
*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $2500 on complete ABC Seamless steel siding project over 

1,200 sq ft. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 
prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

ON YOUR NEXT ABC SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING PROJECT

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  | 920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI
*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $2500 on complete ABC Seamless steel siding project over 

1,200 sq ft. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 
prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

SAVE $2,500

Offer Expires 04/30/2025
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REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!
www.eilgroup.org

  Early Bird    After 3/29
  Per Person:       $  45.00    $  50.00  
 Table of 8:        $330.00    $370.00
Table of 10:      $410.00    $460.00

Live Stream or Recording of event:   $15.00 Per Person

SEMINAR AND LUNCHEON SPONSORED BY:

OUR FEATURED SPEAKER

Shane Carter
President of Ascension Medical

& Advocate for Faith-Based Leadership and Human 
Connection

Faith, Leadership, and Connection: The Power of 
One

Tuesday, April 29th, 2025
11am - 11:45am  Registration & Buffet Lunch

 11:45am - 1:00pm  Program
Oshkosh Convention Center | 2 N. Main St. Oshkosh, WI 54901

Premier Sponsors

Major Sponsors

Gradual restart advised to outdoor exercise
ThedaCare Communications

Spring is just around the corner. That’s 
welcome news to fitness enthusiasts across 
northeast and central Wisconsin, many of 
whom have largely been confined to in-
door gyms and health and fitness centers 
through the winter months.

Marianna Sieracki, a physician assistant 
with ThedaCare Orthopedic Care, has ad-
vice for those itching to restart their out-
door training sessions.

“Exercising outdoors is great for our 
physical, mental, and emotional health,” 
she said. “Fresh air, sunshine, and time in 
nature are all positive things. But just take 
it easy, at least to start.”

Easing back into outdoor training, es-
pecially for people that have mostly been 
sedentary all winter, helps minimize the 
potential for injuries, Sieracki said.

“Whenever we make changes to our ex-
ercise routine or activity level, it’s import-
ant to start slowly and listen to our bodies,” 
she said. “We can get so excited about be-
ing able to be outdoors that we may acci-
dentally overdo some activities.”

That can lead to injury, so Sieracki en-
courages those planning to train in the 

spring weather to pay attention to new 
aches or pains and increase their activity 
levels gradually.

“The last thing you want to do is get 
injured and have to pull back on your ex-
ercise plans,” she said. “Even if you stayed 
active with indoor activities in the winter, 
you may need to adjust. 
For example, running 
outdoors versus on a 
treadmill uses different 
motions and muscle 
groups. 

“Your times and dis-
tances may vary as your 
body acclimates to a 
different running mo-
tion,” she said. “Even 
walking outdoors results in a different 
stride than walking on a treadmill. Recog-
nize that your muscles may react differently 
while exercising outdoors, and adjust your 
activity level.”

Warming up the muscles before exercis-
ing is important, Sieracki explained.

“Dynamic stretching effectively stimu-
lates blood flow to multiple muscle groups,” 
she said. “That will reduce the risk of mus-
cle tears and strains.”

Examples of dynamic stretches include 
jumping jacks, toe touches, and walking 
lunges. After exercising, take time to stretch 
and cool down. 

It’s also important to wear appropriate 
clothing and invest in quality footwear.

“As we age, our feet change and need 
support in different areas,” she said. “If we 
don’t support our feet properly, stresses 
can transfer up our bodies to various joints, 
muscles, and even the spine.”

Layer clothing and wear lightweight, 
moisture-wicking apparel. Choose well-fit-

ting shoes that are appropriate for the activ-
ity in question. Also, wear sunscreen, sun-
glasses, and a hat.

Hydration before, during, and after exer-
cise is crucial.

“Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate; we can never 
stress that enough,” she said. “And, avoid 
sugary drinks.” 

Eating a balanced diet is equally important. 
Proper nourishment is vital for good health. 

“It’s not about counting calories but 
more so being aware of what nutrients your 
body needs to be healthy,” Sieracki said. 
“Eat a balanced diet that includes fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, lean proteins, and 
healthy fats.”

Avoid processed foods and those high in 
saturated fats, she added.

Physical activity is essential, and so is 
getting adequate rest and letting the mus-
cles recover. 

“I say, ‘Move it or lose it,’ a lot to my pa-
tients, and resting our muscles is equally 
important,” Sieracki said. “Give yourself 
rest days, and vary your exercise activity so 
you’re working different muscle groups.”

Finally, if looking to establish a new rou-
tine, consider finding a pal to help with ac-
countability. 

“Last spring, my husband and I started 
walking together every morning, and it be-
came an important part of our day,” Sierac-
ki said. “It wasn’t a chore to get up earlier to 
have that experience together. It was good 
for us physically and emotionally. I’m look-
ing forward to doing that again this spring.”

Having someone to share in that time 
can be motivation to stick to a routine.  

“You’ve committed to being active, and 
you’re doing something good for you,” she 
said. “Applaud yourself for taking this pos-
itive step.”

Sieracki

 

Friday, March 21
Mike Kubicki Trio, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 

1350 W. American Drive

Saturday, March 22
B.D. Greer, 8 p.m., Xe 54, 1350 W. 

American Drive

Sunday, March 23
Neenah Community Band Spring Con-

cert, 3 p.m., Neenah High School PAC

Monday, March 24
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m., Cranky 

Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Tuesday, March 25
Film Series: “Some Like it Hot” 

(1959), 1 p.m., Neenah-Menasha YMCA
Movie Talks: “Oppenheimer,” 6:30 

p.m., Neenah Public Library

Friday, March 28
Melissa Chakar Trio, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 

1350 W. American Drive

Saturday, March 29
Outagamie County Master Gardener 

Association spring garden conference, 
8 a.m., Bridgewood Resort Hotel, 1000 
Cameron Way

Sunday, March 30
Erin Krebs Trio, 2 p.m., Neenah Pub-

lic Library

Monday, March 31
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m., Cranky 

Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Friday, April 4
Marty Robinson Trio, 7 p.m., Xe 54, 

1350 W. American Drive

Calendar 
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Local news for you

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Have a story idea?
Promotions or
expansion at your
business?
Community or school
program to highlight?

DailyDailyDaily SpecialsSpecialsSpecials
MONDAYMONDAY KIDS EAT FREE  

$5 MOSCOW MULES
KIDS EAT FREE  

$5 MOSCOW MULES

TUESDAYTUESDAY$5 MOJITOS  
$9 BURGER MEALS

$5 MOJITOS  
$9 BURGER MEALS

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY $2 OFF FLATBREADS 
$4.99 22OZ LONG ISLAND

$2 OFF FLATBREADS 
$4.99 22OZ LONG ISLAND

THURSDAYTHURSDAY$2 OFF QUESADILLAS
$3.99 ORIGINAL MARGARITAS

$2 OFF QUESADILLAS
$3.99 ORIGINAL MARGARITAS

SATURDAYSATURDAY$7 MARTINIS
SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB  

3PM TO 9PM

$7 MARTINIS
SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB  

3PM TO 9PM

SUNDAYSUNDAY CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
$5 LOADED BLOODY MARY
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
$5 LOADED BLOODY MARY

1010 CAMERON WAY
NEENAH,  WI

BATLEYSGRILLANDBAR.COM

FRIDAYFRIDAY FISH FRY SPECIAL  $3 PBR
$10 2PC HADDOCK

FISH FRY SPECIAL  $3 PBR
$10 2PC HADDOCK
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St. Mary Catholic girls grab state runner-up finish
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

The St. Mary Catholic girls basketball 
team brought home a trophy from the 
WIAA state tournament held last week-
end at the Resch Center in Green Bay. 

It just wasn’t the color the Zephyrs had 
in mind. 

St. Mary Catholic had trouble navigat-
ing Cuba City’s trapping defense and fell 
to the Cubans, 53-50, in the Division 4 
state title game to earn the silver basket-
ball trophy.

“It was definitely the wrong color ball 
we wanted to bring home but we made 
it until the end,” said senior Brityn Voss. 
“We played as much basketball as we 
could in one season and I’m proud of how 
far we have come.”

The Zephyrs shot a respectable 35 per-
cent from the floor in the title game but 
it was generating enough shots against 
Cuba City’s defense that was the issue. 

St. Mary Catholic had an uncharacter-
istic 23 turnovers in the game and the 
Cubans outscored the Zephyrs 23-9 in 
points off those turnovers. 

“They were aggressive on their defenses 
and they double teamed us and that was 
successful for them,” St. Mary Catholic 
head coach Jeff Chew said. “Defensively 
they played a good game against us.”

Cuba City’s defense forced the Zeph-
yrs to get away from the offense that had 
carried them to the state title game. 

“We couldn’t get the drives we nor-
mally get in games and they stopped us 
down low as well,” said senior Emily Vo-
gel. “When they started double-teaming 
us, I don’t think we were expecting that 
right away.”

Vogel scored seven of the Zephyrs first 
13 points in the game and 10 of the team’s 
first 21 points to help St. Mary Catholic 
take the lead in the first half. 

Her 3-pointer with 13:32 left in the 
opening half edged the Zephyrs in front 
11-10, while back-to-back treys from 
Autumn Crow and Vogel extended the 

advantage to 21-13 about three minutes 
later. 

“I think I did try to come out aggressive 
but I think all of the girls did,” said Vo-
gel, who finished with 13 points and nine 
rebounds. “I try to be aggressive all game 
but obviously they stepped up defensive-
ly and stopped that more.”

Cuba City closed the half on a 7-2 run 
to take a one-point lead at intermission 
and then started the second half strong 
and built a 42-32 ad-
vantage near the mid-
way point of the stan-
za. 

A Brityn Voss 
3-pointer snapped the 
Cuba City run and 
sparked a 10-0 out-
burst for the Zephyrs 
that tied the score 
with just under eight 
minutes remaining in the game. 

Voss, who also capped the run with an 
inside basket, finished with a career-high 
18 points in the title game, including hit-
ting four 3-pointers. 

“Brit was great. She came out there and 
hit some 3’s for us,” Chew said. “She was 
very successful bringing us back when we 
were struggling a little there and she hit 
some shots. She did a great job.”

Voss, who had not scored in double 
figures this season after notching her ca-
reer-high 10 points as a junior, credited 
her teammates for helping her put up the 
points. 

“The 18 points just happened. I did 
try my best but it was from passes from 

Neenah News

The St. Mary Catholic girls basketball team huddles up before its WIAA Division 4 State 
Semifinal game against Durand/Arkansaw at the Resch Center in Green Bay last Thursday.

See Zephyr girls on Page 14

Voss

“Go Neenah, win that game. Keep your spotless fame. We will cheer you all the while, as you ight and ight. Rah! Rah!"

450 S Commercial St.

“Go Neenah, win that game. Keep your spotless fame. We will cheer you all the while, as you ight and ight. Rah! Rah!"

450 S Commercial St.

Congratulations on a 
Great Season! 

D4 State Runner Up!

St. Mary Catholic
Zephyrs Girls Basketball

News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah
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(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH
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 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT
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DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

HEALTH, LIFE & TRAVEL INSURANCE

- Affordable
  Care Act
- Medicare
- Travel
Never a fee!

Anchor Health and
Medicare Masters, LLC

920-882-1307 | medicaremasters.com
1500 N Casaloma Dr #411

Appleton, WI 54913

CELEBRATION EXTRAORDINAIRE

Call Today! 920.252.0368
whimsicalcelebrationsllc@gmail.com

Take the stress out of 
planning your big day. We 

will coordinate all the 
events along the way! 

-Proposals 
-Bachelorette Party
-Bridal Showers
-Day of Coordinator
-Gender Reveal
-Birthday Parties
-Family Reunions

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS

 

 

• Flooring
• Painting
• Installs

• And Much More!

• Repairs
• Assembly
• Remodels

Licensed and Insured
920- 221-5798

www.bellinservices.com

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business
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By advertising
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business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
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advertise@neenahnewsnow.com
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PHONE TO

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G
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my team that helped and we all did it as 
a team,” Voss said. “It felt really nice to 
have 18 points, but I was just doing it for 
my team.”

Although the Zephyrs were able to pull 
even with the Cubans, St. Mary Catholic 
was never able to regain the lead in the 
second half.

A Voss 3-pointer with 5:52 remaining 
brought the Zephyrs to within one, while 
a Luci Nackers basket with 1:11 left 
sliced Cuba City’s five-point lead down 
to 50-47. 

Cuba City then knocked down three 
free throws in the final 38 seconds before 
Voss closed the game with a 3-pointer for 
the final margin. 

“I’m so proud of everyone on the team. 
I think we gave it our best effort,” Vogel 
said. “We did make it the furthest we 
could go and I think that’s an accomplish-

ment there. Obviously it didn’t end the 
way we wanted it to but I’m proud of the 
effort everyone put in the whole season.”

Crowe added eight points and eight 
rebounds in the game for the Zephyrs, 
while Lauren Ripley tallied a team-high 
11 rebounds while also picking up five 
assists. 

St. Mary Catholic advanced to the 
championship with a convincing 58-45 
win over Durand-Arkansaw in the semi-
finals. 

The Zephyrs overwhelmed the Pan-
thers with their inside duo of Vogel and 
Nolie Anderson as St. Mary Catholic out-
scored Durand-Arkansaw 44-18 in the 
paint to fuel the win. 

“Going into the 
game we knew our 
advantage was going 
to be inside. We knew 
we had the height ad-
vantage,” Vogel said. “I 
think we all did a nice 
job of moving the ball 
around so we could 
get the ball inside and 
score those easy bas-

kets.”
Anderson led the Zephyrs with 24 

points and 11 rebounds, finishing an im-
pressive 10-of-13 from the field in the 
game. 

Vogel chipped in 19 points and eight 
rebounds for the Zephyrs, who won 
despite finishing 1-of-14 from 3-point 
range. 

“We did a nice job of scoring around 
the basket,” Chew said. “They hit the 
boards and got some rebounds and they 
made some close ones which was what 
we have been talking about.”

St. Mary Catholic trailed most of the 
first half but closed the stanza with an 
11-0 run to take a 31-23 lead at intermis-
sion. 

Anderson started the surge with a free 
throw before Ripley’s driving lay-up tied 
the game at 23. Vogel also added a basket 
in the outburst while Crowe capped the 
half with a layup. 

The Panthers got as close as two points 
in the second half but St. Mary Catholic 
answered with an 11-1 spurt – with Vogel 

racking up seven points in the surge – and 
led by double digits the rest of the way. 

“It was important to get those runs,” 
Anderson said. “Those runs are obvious-
ly helpful but sometimes those TV tim-
eouts kind of squashed the momentum.”

Crowe with eight points and Ripley 

with seven points rounded out the scor-
ing against the Panthers as only four 
Zephyrs tallied points in the game. 

It was the Zephyrs’ first trip to state 
since winning the title in 2009 and was 
the program’s third trip to WIAA state 
tournament overall. 

Neenah News

Emily Vogel races the ball up the court in the 
state semifinal last Thursday.

Zephyr girls
from Page 13

Neenah News

Lauren Ripley and Autumn Crowe (10) trap a Durand/Arkansaw player as Emily Vogel (4) 
looks on last Thursday.

Anderson
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Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Plexus Corp. seeks a Product Engineer 
II in Appleton, WI. Duties: Engage in 
customer Technical communications, 

product initiation, product-level contin-
uous improvement and Sustainment. 

Key job accountabilities include contin-
uous improvement, technical Customer 

support, manufacturing readiness, 
sustaining production, and operations 

Support. Position requires no more 
than 10% domestic and international 
travel to other Plexus facilities or to 
customer sites. Position may require 

supervision of up to one Manufacturing 
Technician. Requires: Bachelor’s degree 

in Mechatronic, Mechanical, or Manu-
facturing Engineering, or a related field, 

and 3 years of experience in a Product 

Engineering, Process Engineering or a 
related role. Go to: https://jobs.plexus.

com/careers/job/1099539112157 to 
apply and to see a full job description/

list of requirements.

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty Roofs, Metal 
Buildings Free Est. 608-221-3510 or  

414-369-7263

$100,000 FOR OLD GUITARS, AMPS & BASSES! 
Free Appraisals Free Information. Dealer 

920-467-4762

Consumer Cellular – the same reliable, 

nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees And 

activation is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 1-855-748-6332 

Rummage and Collectables Sale: Every Satur-
day 10am-6pm, Every Sunday 11am – 6pm. 
1930 West College Avenue, Appleton.

CRANDON WI. 106 Acre Gravel Pit for sale 
3.5mil. Can divide Pit Stumpage Available 

Volume Discounts ALL EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
Call 715-493-6121

Employment

For Sale Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous Real Estate/Rental

Powerlifting competitors in state meet
Neenah News

The St. Mary Catholic High School 
powerlifting team had an impressive 
showing at the recent Wisconsin High 
School Powerlifting Association (WHP-
SA) state meet earlier this month, with six 
athletes competing.

Seniors Maria Marti and Dan Harness, 
junior Marcos Muniz, and sophomores 
Cora Epping, Dominic Todd and Gavin 
Post all qualified for the meet at region-
als.

Marti and Epping both earned podi-
um finishes in the 132-pound raw weight 
class. Marti secured second place with an 
815-pound total, while Epping finished 
fifth with a 629-pound total. Harness 
placed sixth in the 220-pound raw divi-
sion with a total lift of 1,268 pounds. 

St. Mary Catholic is competing this 
week at the USAPL Powerlifting High 
School Nationals in Appleton starting 
Thursday with nine athletes among the 
847 competitors from 40 states.

Neenah alum takes third at DII wrestling championships
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Former Neenah High School wres-
tling standout Drake Hayward earned 
all-American honors at the NCAA Divi-
sion II Wrestling Championships held in 
Indianapolis last week-
end. 

Hayward, a redshirt 
junior at Minneso-
ta State University, 
finished 6-1 over the 
two-day tournament 
to finish third at 174 
pounds. Hayward was 
participating in his first 
national tournament. 

“It feels great. It’s really nice knowing 
my years of hard work have paid off and 
I was able to achieve a life-long goal of 
mine,” said Hayward, a 2021 graduate 
from Neenah. “I’ve always known I’ve 
had the ability to perform like I did last 
weekend so it was nice having that come 
to fruition and, I guess, prove it when it 
mattered.” 

Hayward breezed to a win in his prelim-

inary round match at the national tourna-
ment but then suffered a loss in the first 
round to McKendree University’s Matt 
Ortiz. 

Moving to the consolation bracket, 
Hayward rattled off three straight victo-
ries – including back-to-back, one-point 
decisions – to reach the consolation semi-
finals. In that match, he got a rematch with 
Oritz and this time pulled out a 4-1 win 
in the sudden victory round to advance to 
the third-place match. 

“It was nice little feeling to get that one 
back,” Hayward said. “I made a couple 
small mistakes in that (first) match and it 
sucks knowing I was that close.”

In the third-place match, Hayward 
scored a 4-3 decision over Bryce Dagel of 
St. Cloud State.

“It’s been a pretty good feeling since 
winning that third-place match,” Hayward 
said. “I just tried to keep going on the 
(consolation bracket) and was just trying 
to keep learning from the little mistakes I 
was making each match as the tournament 
went on.

“I had high expectations going in that 

I could win it so after losing first round, 
third was the next first.”

Hayward finished the season with a 
32-7 record, which tied for the most wins 
on the team. 

The all-American finish had Hayward 
already thinking ahead to next season 
where he hopes to finish a couple of steps 
higher on the final awards podium. 

“Next year it will be nice knowing I had 
taken third but not making it bigger than 
what it is,” Hayward said. “It will be more 
of an expectation to meet that again and 

come back and win it all next year.”
Hayward, who was a four-state qualifier 

with the Rockets and finished as the state 
runner-up at 145 pounds in 2021, credits 
his development in the Neenah program 
under head coach Kyle Kleuskens for 
helping him reach this point. 

“I truly think Neenah has the best coach 
there is. He’s been such a great mentor for 
me, getting me ready for not only high 
school but college wrestling,” Hayward 
said. “I felt when I got to college, I was way 
ahead of a lot of my other teammates.”

Hayward

COMMUNITY REPORTER
Winneconne, WI

Oshkosh Herald LLC, publisher of Winneconne News, Oshkosh 
Herald and Neenah News, is seeking a full-time reporter to 
cover Winneconne and neighboring communities. 

This position is ideally suited for an up-and-coming talent 
with an interest in reporting on the area. There’s a lot going 
on and topics of interest range from government, education, 
human interest, court/crime and events.

The ideal candidate will have: 
• Reporting or college newspaper experience.
• Four-year college degree or equivalent experience.
• Ability to cultivate sources.
• Experience in finding potential stories without being 
assigned.
• Willingness to cover regular governmental meetings and fill 
in for other reporters when needed.
• Good photography skills.
• Good people skills.
• Self-motivated to report out the most important / 
interesting / fun stories in our coverage area, and hate 
missing out.

Apply by email with resume, references and copies or links to
at least six published articles to karen@oshkoshherald.com.

Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, Oshkosh WI 54901

Join an award-winning weekly 
newspaper family in the middle 
of Wisconsin’s dynamic FoxValley 
Oshkosh Herald LLC, a family-owned business anchored by the 
7-year-old Oshkosh Herald, 3-year-old Neenah News and recently 
acquired 154-year-old Winneconne News, is seeking an editor to 
lead those publications. These three advertising-supported weekly 
newspapers serving their communities reach more than 54,000 
mailboxes weekly in Winnebago County.
The ideal candidate will be a leader and a planner who knows how to 
strategize and execute a wide variety of content working collaboratively 
with reporters, freelancers and other contributors on coverage. The right 
candidate will be comfortable managing a content calendar while 
coaching and supporting a team of writers to achieve short- and long-
term assignment goals.
The Oshkosh Herald and Winneconne News are each Wednesday 
products and Neenah News comes out on Fridays, each serving the 
geographic territory of their respective school districts.

Responsibilities include (but not limited to):
• Oversee a team of reporters, community contributors and
freelancers.
• Edit stories for clarity, accuracy, readability, content, style and
grammar.
• Assist designer in production of newspaper and special sections.
• Demonstrate sound editorial judgment, including an understanding
of institutional guidelines on ethics, tone and subject matter.
• Build strong community connections through personal interaction.

Qualifications:
• Five-plus years of newsroom experience
• Management experience, with team development, organizational
and planning skills
• Experience managing content in a management system
• Knowledge of AP style, Word, Outlook and InDesign
• Must have a current driver’s license or ability to get one

Oshkosh Herald LLC is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
Please forward letter of interest and 
resume to: Karen@oshkoshherald.com 
Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, 
Oshkosh WI 54901
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Just making and selling shoes isn’t 
enough to collect the gold needed 
to �ll a leprechaun’s pot. 
Leprechauns have to keep 
an eye on the costs of 
making fairy shoes, too.

Take a look at the cost 
of shoe supplies on 
this list.

How many 
shamrocks 

can you �nd 
on this page?

W

Their shoes wear out 
very quickly because 
fairies dance all night.

We make shoes 
for fairies! So, we are always busy making 

new shoes for them. And they pay 
us in gold—LOTS of gold!

           hat if the leprechaun spent more gold coins to make
              the shoes than he charged the fairies? He would run 
out of gold pretty quickly!

If it costs 7 gold coins for the 
supplies to make one pair of 
fairy shoes, what should the 
leprechaun charge so that 
he covers his costs and has 
some money left over to 
pay himself for his work 
to make the shoes?

Picking the right price is important. If the leprechaun 
charges too little, he will lose money. But if he charges 
too much, he will lose customers.

Use these worksheets to add up the costs of making each pair 
of shoes. Then �nd the di�erence between the costs and the 
selling price to determine the pro�t for each pair of shoes.

PROFIT: Money earned after 
the expenses are paid.

Add up the coins on each path that leads to the Leprechaun piggy bank. Which path has the most gold coins?

50 gold coins!? 
That’s way too 

expensive for me!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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LEPRECHAUN
CUSTOMERS
PATRICK
LEGENDS
FAIRIES
PETALS
PROFIT
COSTS
SHOES
PRICE
NIGHT
GOLD
PAIR
BUSY
POT

LEPRECHAUN’S GOLDEN VOCABULARY WORD:

Pixie Prancers
TREE BARK ..............
DAISY PETALS .........
PINE NEEDLES .........
LILAC PETALS ..........

TOTAL COST:
PRICE:

PROFIT:

Pretty Petunias
TREE BARK ..............
DAISY PETALS .........
PINE NEEDLES .........
PETUNIA PETALS .....

TOTAL COST:
PRICE:

PROFIT:

Re�ned Rosies
TREE BARK ..............
DAISY PETALS .........
PINE NEEDLES .........
ROSE PETALS ..........

TOTAL COST:
PRICE:

PROFIT:

       round St. Patrick’s Day, you  
           will often hear legends  
    about leprechauns  
    and their pot of 
    gold at the end of the  
         rainbow. Have you  
           ever wondered  
           where they get 
           all of that gold?

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Numbers are 
useful every day. 
Look through the 

newspaper to find a 
number that tells each 

of the following:
An address
A price
A phone number
An age
A year

Math is 
GOLDEN!

Standards Link: Follow simple written directions.

Draw lines between each pair of fairy shoes to make exact 
matches. Look carefully!

Fairy Shoe Sorter

I knew my luck would change the 
moment I picked up a beautiful 

four-leaf clover.
Finish this story.

Four-leaf Clover

By selling fairy shoes, Lily Leprechaun has earned a 
lot of golden lepre-coins (that’s Leprechaun money).

Work with a parent and help Lily count her money. 
You’ll need a RED, BLUE and GREEN crayon 

to circle the coins that add up to each amount. 
IMPORTANT: You can only circle each coin once, 
and when you’re done, every coin should be circled.

Circle in BLUE: $1.30 worth of Lepre-coins
Circle in RED: 55¢ worth of Lepre-coins

Circle in GREEN: 40¢ worth of Lepre-coins

Thank you for supporting local news!
 Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper: Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper:
• • Stay Connected to Local News and Events:Stay Connected to Local News and Events: Local newspapers provide coverage of community-specific 

news, events, and issues that larger media outlets often overlook, keeping you informed about what’s 
happening in your area.

• • Support Local Journalism:Support Local Journalism: By supporting Neenah News with a membership you help sustain 
independent journalism that holds local governments, businesses, and organizations accountable.

• • Promote Local Businesses:Promote Local Businesses: Community newspapers often feature advertisements, profiles, and stories 
about local businesses, fostering a stronger local economy and encouraging residents to shop 
locally.

• • Preserve Local Culture and Voices:Preserve Local Culture and Voices: Local newspapers highlight community stories, achievements, 
traditions, and unique perspectives that contribute to the area’s identity and cultural heritage.

• • Build a Sense of Community:Build a Sense of Community: Supporting your local newspaper strengthens community ties by 
providing a platform for discussion, celebrating shared successes, and addressing collective 
challenges.

Join online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/, calling 920-486-1616
or stopping at or mailing a $50 annual membership to Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. #090B, Neenah WI 54956


