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We take TOUGH cases.

By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue (NMFR) 
responded to a record number of calls in 
2024 for the second year in a row.

Firefighters responded to 3,555 calls last 
year, surpassing the previous year’s record 
by about 5%. This marks the highest num-
ber of responses in the department’s his-
tory and represents a 48% increase from 
2014 and an 85% increase from 2004.

According to Fire Chief Travis Teesch, 
the increasing number of calls could be 
attributed to the area’s aging population. 

Emergency medical service (EMS) calls 
to nursing homes and 
community based res-
idential facilities con-
tinue to outpace those 
from other areas of the 
city.

“I just think that’s 
the nature of fire and 
EMS,” he said. “You 
rarely see a year where 
they go down.”

Firefighters are trained at the emergen-
cy medical technician (EMT) basic level, 

with some trained at the first responder 
level, and handled 2,524 medical emer-
gencies last year, providing care until an 
ambulance arrived to transport the person 
to a hospital. Seven people were success-
fully resuscitated by firefighters during the 
calls, typically due to cardiac or respirato-
ry emergencies.

Medical emergencies made up about 71% 
of total calls in 2024, with fire calls amount-
ing to only about 2%, according to the 
NMFR annual report, which provides data 
on incidents that firefighters respond to. 

NMFR includes four stations: Station 

31 on Breezewood Lane and Station 32 
on East Columbian Avenue in Neenah; 
and Station 35 on First Street and Station 
36 on Manitowoc Road in Menasha.

The stations responded to 84 fires in 
2024, half of which were structure fires 
amounting to about $2.1 million in losses. 
NMFR also responded to 56 motor vehi-
cle accidents and 81 spill calls. 

The average turnout time – from when 
firefighters receive a call to when they 
leave the station – was a minute and 14 

Teesch

See N-M Fire Rescue on Page 6

Young motorcycle racer 
excels at need for speed
By Tim Froberg
News contributor

In his “Top Gun” movies, Tom Cruise’s 
Maverick character talked about a need 
for speed.

Neenah’s Jack Brucks can relate – even 
though his wheels nev-
er leave the ground.

Brucks is just 15, but 
he has already emerged 
as one of the nation’s 
top flat track amateur 
motorcycle racers.

Keeping up with 
Brucks’ accomplish-
ments isn’t easy. Keep-
ing up with him on a 
dirt track is even tougher.

Brucks has a racing resume packed with 
impressive feats. He is a seven-time na-

tional champion in his age and bike class, 
a six-time district champ, a national youth 
rider of the year recipient (2023) and a 
two-time American Motorcyclist Asso-
ciation flat track youth rider of the year 
(2020 and 2023).

Brucks currently races with a Husqvar-
na 450 cc, the flagship racing machine 
in the Husqvarna lineup. In competitive 
racing events that usually consist of six to 
eight laps on a flat track with no jumps, 
Brucks hits speeds up to 120 mph. 

“Honestly, it doesn’t feel like I’m going 
that fast,” Brucks said. “When you’re rid-
ing on that big of a track it feels like you’re 
going 30 miles an hour. Everything seems 
so slow.”

It may seem slow to an experienced rid-

Photo from Brucks family

Jack Brucks of Neenah was recognized as the American Motorcyclist Association’s Youth Racer 
of the Year in 2023. 

Brucks

See Jack Brucks on Page 8

Sheriff’s department  
joins on ICE agreement
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Sheriff ’s De-
partment has entered into an agreement 
with U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) to assist in federal efforts 
that have been stepped up against immi-
gration, joining eight other Wisconsin 
counties that have signed agreements with 
ICE.

The sheriff ’s department signed on as 
part of the 287(g) warrant services officer 
model. Under the agreement, ICE trains, 
certifies and authorizes local law enforce-
ment to serve and execute administrative 
warrants on noncitizens in jail. ICE pro-
vides deputies with eight hours of training 
for detaining undocumented immigrants 
facing felony criminal charges.

Sheriff John Matz said the program does 
not diverge from its current policy on 
handling arrests that involve citizenship 
status.

“We’re going to keep doing what we’ve 
always done,” Matz told the Herald when 
asked about the new agreement.

He said when someone is arrested, the 
department processes criminal charges 
and uses a citizenship portal to check sta-
tuses.

“If we are unable to determine their sta-
tus and they are here illegally, we report 
them to ICE and they make a determina-
tion if they should be held,” Matz said.

If ICE determines individuals should 
be held, they are put on a 48-hour admin-
istrative hold, giving federal officials 48 

Immigration  
pact trains 
deputies

See County arrests on Page 7

N-M firefighters see record call volume for second year
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Animal shelter director announces retirement
Neenah News

After 35 years serving in the nonprofit 
sector, Neenah Animal Shelter executive 
director Cynthia “Cindy” Flauger an-
nounced she will retire effective Dec. 31.

Flauger was hired as Neenah Animal 
Shelter’s first full-time executive director 
in July 2020 at a time the organization was 
positioning itself for strategic growth, in-
cluding the launch of a capital campaign 
to build a new facility to meet the growing 
animal welfare needs of the community.

“I have been blessed to be a part of the 
Neenah Animal Shelter during such a 

transformative time in its history. NAS 
is well positioned for the future,” Flauger 
said. “While it’s hard to step away from 
something I am so passionate about, I 
know in my heart it’s time for a new ED 
to lead the organization into the next 
chapter. With that said, I remain commit-
ted to the mission and future success of 
NAS.”

Board president Mary Setton stated, 
“On behalf of our organization, I want to 
thank Cindy for her dedication, passion 
and leadership. She started with the Neen-
ah Animal Shelter during COVID; she hit 

Neenah Historical Society photo

Auto headquarters
The building at 216 N. Commercial St. in Neenah was built in 1959 and originally 
home to Winnebagoland motors. In 1968 it became Hesser Oldsmobile until 1975. 
This image from 1968 is from the Munroe Studios collection.

Neenah News

The Neenah News and Oshkosh Herald 
received a total of 12 awards in the Wis-
consin Newspaper Association (WNA) 
Foundation’s 2024 Better Newspaper 
Contest that were announced Friday at 
the annual convention in Madison.

Division C first-place honors for General 
News went to staff writer Bethanie Gengler 
for a Herald story about the state’s judicial 
ethics complaint process and a Neenah News 
story about school safety policies in the Re-
porting on Local Education category. Free-
lance contributor Patti Lee was awarded first 
place in the Feature Story Profile category for 
a story about a Menominee tribal elder.

Second-place honors went to Herald 
reporter Jonathan Richie in the Local Ed-
ucation category, freelance photographer 
Michael Cooney for Feature Photo in the 
Herald and David Hall for Spot News 
photo in the Neenah News.

Other third-place awards went to Gen-
gler for General News Story, Feature Story 
Non-Profile and Reporting on Local Gov-
ernment, and an honorable mention for 
Localized National Story.

Lee also took third place in the Local-
ized National Story category for a story 
about educational programs in the Fox 
Valley related to Earth Day.

The Herald staff was recognized for Gen-
eral Excellence among Division C weeklies 
with an honorable mention award.

The 2024 Newspapers of the Year were 
the Superior Telegram (weekly) and Wis-
consin State Journal (daily).

Neenah News, Herald 
win statewide awards

Corrections
ATLAS GUIDE, MARCH: Woodeye’s Bar 
& Grill has its annual Woodeye’s Walleye 
Tournament on Saturday, May 10. The 
date was incorrect on Page 10. Mikey 
Koziczkowski, owner of Wait…What…? 
LLC, had his name misspelled on Page 5.

the ground running and helped us navi-
gate during the pandemic. 

“Just before the world went on lock-
down because of COVID, we had em-
barked on a capital campaign to build a 
new shelter.  Cindy’s hard work and ded-
ication to the campaign and building of a 
new facility is greatly appreciated.”

April 1st
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School board hopefuls discuss district issues at forum
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Five candidates for three seats with three-
year terms on the Neenah Joint School Dis-
trict Board of Education participated in a 
public forum hosted by the Winnebago 
County League of Women Voters last week 
in advance of the April 1 election.

The board candidates include incum-
bents Lauri Asbury and Tara Brzezinski, 
previous school board member Tom Han-
by, and newcomers Eric Fredrickson and 
Kenneth McNeil. School board vice pres-
ident Sarah Moore-Nokes is not running 
for re-election.

Asbury has served on the Neenah 
school board since 2016, is the parent of 
two Neenah graduates and a longtime 
resident and volunteer in the community 
with experience in advertising, policy ad-
vocacy and serving on nonprofit boards.

Brzezinski has three children in the dis-
trict, including a son with special needs. 
She is actively involved as a child and 
parent advocate, serving on the Wiscon-
sin Board for People with Developmental 
Disabilities, serves as a special education 
coordinator at her church and mentors 
students in the district.

Fredrickson is the father of two young 
sons, one currently in the district and one 
soon to attend. His career is as a quality 
engineer, focused on processes and op-
timization. He is also an active volunteer 
with the Northeast Wisconsin Chinese 
Association.

Hanby’s son graduated from Neenah 
High School. He said he has attended 
nearly every school board meeting for the 
past 21 years, even when not serving on 
the board. His most recent term ended 
when he lost his seat in the 2023 election 
and failed to secure a seat in last year’s 
election.

McNeil is the parent of two children at-
tending Neenah schools. He has 17 years 
of professional experience in aviation and 
manufacturing with an IT background. 
He recently completed a master’s degree 
and is working on an autism teaching cer-
tification.

The candidates discussed issues such as 
retaining qualified staff, changes imple-
mented by the new superintendent who 
started in the position last July, diversity 
and inclusion, book selection for school 
libraries, achievement gaps, school safety 
policies and the impact of school vouchers.

Select questions and portions of each 
candidate’s answer are below in alphabet-
ical order. A full recording of the forum 
is available on the Winnebago LWV You-
Tube page.

What is the best way to retain  
excellent teaching and office staff?

Asbury: “I would work to create an in-
clusive, open culture and a supportive 
environment. I think that’s huge, and we 
are working on that. The most important 
thing would be to involve teachers in de-
cision making.”

Brzezinski: “We need to make sure that, 
you know, we’re supporting our teach-
ers as well, because they’re the ones that 
are teaching our students. A lot of times, 
they aren’t there for the money, because 
teachers don’t make a lot of money, and 
they’re not there for that. They’re there for 
the students. And so retaining them is to 
make sure that if they need help, that we’re 
finding a way to get them that help, that we 
are making sure that if they need addition-
al staff, or they need additional aides in 
there, that we’re trying to figure out a way 
to help them with that.”

Fredrickson: “I think there are opportuni-
ties for more flexible policies with educators. 

Perhaps use of PTO could be different, more 
flexible to make things a little bit easier for 
them. Salary is always another issue. They 
certainly work very hard for the salaries that 
they make. I know currently, salaries and 
benefits are 72% of the budget for our dis-
trict, so it’s challenging to find more room 
for salaries, but it needs to be a priority.”

Hanby: “The one thing I think that the 
district has had some struggles with over 
the past decades that I’ve been involved is, 
there’s an enormous difference between 
listening and hearing. We can run listening 
sessions until we’re blue in the face, but we 
have to hear our groups of people, wheth-
er we’re talking about our staff in this 
question, or our parents, or our students. 
We have to not only listen to them, we 
have to hear them, and we have to, when 
possible, involve their thoughts and feel-
ings into our conversations that we have 
as we choose their workplace, their school 
place, et cetera.”

McNeil: “I know that one of the con-
cerns we have is finding enough qualified 
teachers to support CAP (college ad-
vancement program) courses. Incentiviz-
ing that would be a great way to encourage 
teachers to stick around, as well as allow-
ing them to go to conferences. I agree that 
a flexible PTO would be a good way to ap-
proach that, but at the end of the day, they 
have to feel respected.”

Superintendent Dr. Steve Harrison 
is new to the district this year. Which 
change that he has made impressed you 
the most, and which area would you 
like to work with him on in the future if 
you’re elected?

Asbury: “I think our two main goals 
with Dr. Harrison have been the way he’s 
engaging the community and with our 
staff in developing this positive culture for 
staff. He’s involving them in the decision 
making in a way that is really going to help. 
We’ve gone through a lot of change, and 
I think he’s really the right person for the 
job right now. He’s bringing a lot to the ta-
ble for the community.”

Brzezinski: “One thing that I would love 
to work with him on is actually the liter-
acy. We have Act 20 (Wisconsin reading 
law) that’s coming in, and just really work-
ing with him to make sure that we have the 
data that we’re collecting for that, make 
sure that the staff that actually works in the 
literacy department is actually involved 
with that data, and that their voices are 
heard to better correct what we’re using.”

Fredrickson: “I think there’s a lot of 
opportunity with internal report cards. 
We’ve all seen the district report cards, 
and that information is important, but 
I think we could collect data internal to 
our district in a more timely manner and 
respond to it quicker. That would lead to 
better outcomes with our students. I think 
the data is there, and I think a bit of analy-
sis would really help our students and di-
rect what we’re doing.”

Hanby: “The fact remains, is what I’ve 
seen thus far an improvement on, is an 
openness towards open communication, 

transparency and, you know, laying the 
cards on the table, and letting people see 
it like it is, and then additionally letting 
them have a say as we go along, or an input 
at least. And primarily, that’s the goal that 
I’ve been trying to achieve, honestly for 
the last two decades, to make our district 
more transparent, more open.”

McNeil: “So unfortunately, Dr. Under-
ly (superintendent of public instruction) 
at the state level has devalued the district 
report card with her changes, and I think 
that one of the things that was brought up 
at the most recent school board meeting 
that I really agree with, that Dr. Harrison 
was advocating for, is removing compen-
sation and bonuses based on that report 
card, since it’s now a flawed measure and 
it’s also a lagging indicator. So I think that 
is a great improvement.”

Should the Board of Education play 
any part in determining which books 
are selected for school libraries and 
classrooms, and if they do, how would 
you ensure a balanced approach to 
school libraries?

Asbury: “The board itself makes the 
policies, but they do not select the ma-
terials. We also have very strong internal 
expertise and procedures that we follow 
when picking and selecting our materials. 
We want to make sure that we can have 
really great materials for our students to 
have access to. If parents are concerned 
about that or have a question, we have an 
open-door policy and a very straightfor-
ward procedure.”

Brzezinski: “We can find out why a deci-
sion was made and it wasn’t made. There are 
some books that are actually in the library 
that are kept behind the shelf. So, behind the 
desk, and those are kept because that com-

mittee felt that with that book, it needed to 
stay behind the desk. So I do think that we 
do. It is our job as a board to listen and trust 
that committee in what they do.”

Fredrickson: “I don’t think the board 
should ever vote to remove books from our 
libraries. I think that’s a working-level deci-
sion that’s best left to the building adminis-
trators and the district administrators. We 
have very talented and experienced librar-
ians in our district to select the materials 
in our libraries and I think they’re doing a 
very good job. It is the role of the board to 
set policies as to what materials are in our 
schools, including our libraries. So to that 
extent, I support both the board’s responsi-
bility to writing those policies and approv-
ing those policies, with input from our edu-
cators, including our librarians.”

Hanby: “I would have to say that the re-
ality is we probably have not chosen books 
that are controversial enough. Because, 
considering the number of buildings that 
we have and the number – thousands and 
thousands of books that we have – we have 
a very limited amount of book challenges. 
In general, when you compare with the 
amount of books we have and the amount 
of those that rise to the board level that are 
unresolved, is so minimal that the ques-
tion is probably coming from the opposite 
field. But the reality is, we probably hav-
en’t gone out on the limb as a district far 
enough, opening up reading to students.”

McNeil: “So absolutely, the board has a 
role to play in determining the appropri-
ateness of educational material. It’s spelled 
out very clearly in the existing policies. The 
policy gives parents the right to inspect ed-
ucation materials. It gives them the clear 
procedure to challenge those materials at the 
building level and then at the district level.”

OPEN
Saturday and 
Sunday 12-5

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

End of Winter Hours 
April 1st

Regular Hours Monday, Thursday, 
Friday, Sunday 11AM to 7PM and              

Saturday 9AM to 7PM
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Clayton borrowing for debt, town hall expansion
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The Town of Clayton is issuing $12.5 
million in general obligation promissory 
notes to borrow money to repay debt and 
fund a new town hall. 

The initial 2025 resolution considered 
by the Clayton Town Board of Supervi-
sors at a meeting last 
week was for the sale of 
$24.6 million in prom-
issory notes, which 
was reduced to about 
half and unanimously 
approved by the board.

Clayton, which is 
unincorporated, has 
faced annexation from 
neighboring munic-
ipalities. The town failed at achieving 
incorporation as the village of Larsen in 
2021, which would establish legal bound-
aries to prevent annexation. 

That same year, Clayton entered into 
a deal with Fox Crossing to supply water 
and transfer wastewater from the town. 
Clayton paid Fox Crossing $11.5 million, 
with the agreement that Fox Crossing 
would not annex any part of Clayton for 

10 years. 
Clayton chairman Russ Geise said the city 

is planning for the future and seeking ways 
to mitigate land loss through annexation.

“We do have agreements in place with Fox 
Crossing, but there’s other forces out there 
that still would like to annex in parts of Clay-
ton, and we’re trying to look down the road 
five years from now and find out the best 
way to stop this incorporation,” he said.

The borrowing is to balance the bud-
get due to debt Clayton accrued when 
the town entered into the deal with Fox 
Crossing.

“Well, we got that infrastructure in 
place, so that’s where most of the debt we 
took on came from,” Geise said.

About $1.1 million of the funds will 
be set aside to begin moving forward on 
plans to acquire property for relocating 
the town hall closer to the town center, 
which he said will bolster efforts to be-
come incorporated.

“One of the reasons we didn’t succeed 
in our incorporation is Larsen itself, 
where we have our town hall, was not con-
sidered a town center,” he said. “We need 
something more on the east side of town, 
where the growth actually is, for us to try 
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for incorporation again. We need a town 
center and we need the town hall to be 
part of that.” 

In addition, Clayton staff is starting to 
exceed the capacity of its town hall. 

“We’re just outgrowing where we’re at 
because we’re adding more staff all the 
time and we are limited in space,” he said. 
“So it’s not that we won’t keep people at 
our current location, but we’ll just expand 
out. Whether we continue to think about 
building, buy something else, we’ll just 
sell the land we’ve owned for a number 
of years over there close to (Hwy) 76, but 
not quite on 76. But we’re still looking at 
the options here.”

Pre-sale review and approval by the 
Town Board was completed last week, 
with a meeting to award sale of the notes 
on April 2 and an estimated closing date 

of April 23. Between May 1-9, Clayton 
will be required to repay the holders of the 
older debt.

Clayton, with a population of 4,524, has 
a lower overall debt burden of 2.3% when 
compared with Neenah, which has a 3.9% 
debt burden, and Oshkosh, which has a 
5.65% debt burden. 

The town’s mill rate, which is the rate 
that property values are assessed in “mills” 
per $1,000 of equalized value, decreased 
by 63 cents in 2024 to $9.83, mean-
ing a resident with a property valued at 
$200,000 was assessed by Clayton for 
$1,966 in taxes last year. 

Geise said that because the funds from 
the promissory notes will primarily be 
used for Clayton’s debt service, he doesn’t 
expect the borrowing to have much of an 
impact on the 2025 mill rate. 

Wisconsin Idea Week to be marked in county
Neenah News

Extension Winnebago County is cele-
brating Wisconsin Idea Week from April 
7–11 with a theme of Pathways for Ex-
change. This statewide event connects the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison with 
communities across the state.

The extension is hosting a Program & 
Partner Fair from 5:30 to 8 p.m. April 10 at 
625 E. County Y, Oshkosh, that will show-

case local programs and partnerships. Bad-
ger Talk keynote speaker Dean Sommer 
will talk about how Wisconsin became the 
cheese state starting at 6:30 p.m.

Registration can be done through win-
nebago.extension.wisc.edu and is encour-
aged to ensure there are enough supplies 
for attendees. 

Featured partners should sign up for the 
fair by April 1.

Geise
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1 lb. Pool Care Shock
Advanced
and algae to restore clarity
in 24 hours. T 162 651

4.99
HTH®

Kills bacteria

SAVE 40% OR MORE

24 oz. All-Purpose
Cleaner
biodegradable formula removes
dirt, grease and stains. Use on
floors, carpets, countertops,
appliances and more. W 599 944

3.99
Simple Green®

Concentrated,

16 ct. PODS® Laundry Detergent
Choose Spring Meadow, Clean Breeze or 
Free & Gentle. Detergent, stain remover and 
brightener in one. W 148 672, 673; 191 288

5.99
Tide®
YOUR CHOICE

A8

OF THE
®MONTHBARGAINS

64 oz. Fast Orange® Hand Cleaner
with Pumice
solvent-free hand cleaner. Cleans the toughest
dirt. Fortified with premium skin conditioners.
Pure, fresh citrus scent.H 151 585

6.99
Permatex®

Biodegradable, petroleum

SAVE 50% OR MORE
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Control Outdoor Fogger
mosquitoes and other insects on
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patios and picnic areas. Treats
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Cutter®

Kills

SAVE 35% OR MORE

40 qt. Maxcold Wheeled Ice Chest
56 cans. Durable wheels roll on all terrain.
Tow-handle designed for pulling. T 164 819

44.99
Igloo®

Holds
1 qt. Motor Oil
Choose 10W30, 10W40,
5W30, 5W20 or SAE30.
H 171 352, 353, 355, 359, 361

4.99
Valvoline®
YOUR CHOICE

17.5 oz. Wasp & Hornet
Killer Foaming or
Aerosol Spray
contact. Protects up to 4
weeks. L 187 976, 978

3.99
Green Thumb®

Kills on

YOUR CHOICE
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Cleaner
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dirt, grease and stains. Use on
floors, carpets, countertops,
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Holiday Wonderland®
200 ct. Pro-Series C6 Faceted String 
Lights Choose multicolor, pure white or warm 
white. 66.33 ft. lighted length. Connect up to 
15 sets. Indoor/outdoor use. T 116 131, 132, 133

36.99
YOUR CHOICE 8.99

YOUR CHOICE
Holiday Wonderland®
100 ct. Mini LED Light Set Choose warm 
white, multicolor or cool white. 24.8 ft. lighted 
length. Indoor/outdoor use. T 195 548, 549, 550

Extension Cord

7.99
Master Electrician®
20 ft. 16/3 Outdoor

Green. SJTW.
13 amps. 125 volts.E 765 125
40 ft. 16/3 Extension 
Cord, 19.99 E 765 263

15.99
Master Electrician®
6-Outlet Surge Protector
Power Strip with 2 USB
Ports 6 ft. power cord. 
Protected and grounded indicator
light. UL/cUL listed. E 201 676

26.99
DeWALT®
40 pc. Impact Ready® Screwdriver Set 
Features assorted FlexTorq® Impact Ready® 
bits, nutsetters and holders. Designed to 
absorb impact, resist wear and deliver longer 
life in tough applications. R 177 359
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9.99
YOUR CHOICE
Bounty® or Charmin®
4-pk. Select-A-Size Paper Towels or 6-
pk. Ultra Soft Mega Roll Bath Tissue 
Cleanup made easier. Get longer-lasting rolls of 
paper towels or bath tissue. W 100 061; 265 118

11.99
Rayovac®
High Energy™ Alkaline Batteries 
Choose D, C, AA, AAA or 9V batteries. Ideal for 
a variety of high-use or high-powered devices.
E 340 874, 973; 341 826; 344 575; 345 267

YOUR CHOICE

50/50 for All Vehicles

Peak®
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Prediluted

Contains a proprietary

4.99
11.99SALE PRICE 

-7.00MAIL-IN REBATE*

blend of scale-fighting inhibitors. H 128 693
1 gal. Antifreeze + Coolant Concentrate for 
All Vehicles , 7.99 after $7 mail-in
rebate* H 128 694 *Not eligible for TVR Instant Rebate. 
Limit 2 per household. Consumer responsible for taxes.Z
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Extraordinary 
glass experiences

WE THANK OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

ART AFTER DARK

The Event 
of the Season

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 20,  2025

5:30–8:30PM

Dearest gentle reader,
It is with the utmost 
excitement that this author 
announces The Event of the 
Season at Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass. Festivities 
will include announcing the 
Diamond (and Dandy) of the 
Season, musical entertainment 
by the Fox Valley Symphony 
Orchestra String Quartet, 
sweetmeats, beverages, 
creating your one-of-a- kind 
fan, and more!

Yours Truly,

Lady Evangeline

Bring a little 
Springtime 

into your home 
with a visit to our

Museum Shop.

Visit the
Museum

Shop

Shop in-store 
or online:

537 N Main St, Oshkosh, WI 54901

“Hats Off to Moms” will feature shopping, brunch, raffles, Mother’s Day card kits,
and a memorable bingo-fashion show. Come dolled with your favorite hat for a
chance to win our hat competition! Coming with friends or family? Create a fun
group name when you register!

This unique event will raise vital funds to support Lakeside Packaging Plus’ day
programs for adults with diverse abilities. These programs provide valuable
opportunities to develop new skills, gain confidence, and enhance overall well-being.

Featured Boutiques:

Honoring Moms, Embracing Abilities

Featuring Live Music and MC: 
Franki Moscato

537 N Main St, Oshkosh, WI 54901

“Hats Off to Moms” will feature shopping, brunch, raffles, Mother’s Day card kits,
and a memorable bingo-fashion show. Come dolled with your favorite hat for a
chance to win our hat competition! Coming with friends or family? Create a fun
group name when you register!

This unique event will raise vital funds to support Lakeside Packaging Plus’ day
programs for adults with diverse abilities. These programs provide valuable
opportunities to develop new skills, gain confidence, and enhance overall well-being.

Featured Boutiques:

Honoring Moms, Embracing Abilities

Featuring Live Music and MC: 
Franki Moscato

Tickets: $47
$5.00 Off Discount Code: HERALD

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

NOW
HIRING
EXPERIENCED

AUTO
TECHNICIANS 

1115 S Commercial Street, Neenah

920-486-1158
Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com

Experienced 
Auto 

Technicians

NOW 
HIRING

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Broasted Chicken
Served Daily

4pc dinner or 12pc Bucket to Go

Open: WED-SAT 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

seconds. Response time, which is the total 
time it takes for the first engine to arrive 
at the scene of an emergency after a call is 
received, averaged about four minutes.

Firefighters inspected 2,788 commer-
cial buildings for fire safety, which result-
ed in a 94% compliance rate, an increase 
of 24% over the previous year. About 64% 
of the buildings inspected were in Neenah 
and 36% in Menasha. 

There were 493 simultaneous incidents, 
where two or more units respond to a call. 

“I think it’s probably average for a de-
partment our size,” Teesch said. “It’s defi-
nitely something we want to just keep 
an eye on to see unit overutilization and 
where we’re doubling up.”

Teesch explained that when a serious 
fire call comes in, three or four stations are 
responding. To avoid causing accidents by 
having too many units responding emer-
gently, they have a tiered approach. 

Staffing levels remained a challenge last 
year with the department operating at or near 
the National Fire Protection Association rec-
ommendations of 17-21 personnel on each of 
its three shifts. Though NMFR had five new 
recruits in 2024, the department also faced 
significant losses due to retirements.

“But when we had those five recruits, it 
was because we had five retirements and 
we lost 162 years of experience with the 
guys who retired,” Teesch said.

With the new recruits and existing staff, 
Teesch said NMFR focused on extensive 
training to make up for the departures, 
logging 20,893 hours in 2024, which in-
cluded three multiagency training ses-
sions with fire departments in Kaukauna, 
Grand Chute, Oshkosh and Fox Crossing. 
The training resulted in a new certified fire 

investigator, instructor, officer and three 
auto extrication technicians.

NMFR also supported regional emer-
gency response as part of Wisconsin’s Ur-
ban Search and Rescue Task Force, known 
as Wisconsin Task Force 1, which was de-
ployed to North Carolina to assist with 
flood relief efforts after Hurricane He-
lene. It was a first for the local team, with 
NMFR staff joining first responders from 
Appleton, Fond du Lac, Green Bay, Janes-
ville, La Crosse, Oshkosh and Superior to 
assist with search and rescue.

Looking ahead, Teesch said NMFR is 
focused on a remodel of Station 31 to co-
incide with a new training tower. The re-
model project is still in the planning phase 
and will deal with long-standing issues with 
the aging facility, including concerns over 
mold. Previous cost estimates put the re-
model at about $6 million, though Teesch 
said updated estimates may come in much 
higher due to rising costs. The training 
tower is estimated to cost about $1 million 

and is partially funded by a $500,000 grant 
from the county’s Spirit Fund.

Additionally, Teesch said the depart-
ment is working with policy management 
firm Lexipol to ensure operating guidelines 
and policies are up to date and compliant 
with federal, state and local regulations.

Teesch praised NMFR’s contributions 
to the community, noting the Neen-
ah-Menasha Firefighters Local 275 Chari-
table Foundation gave more than $40,000 
to charities last year. The foundation also 
operates the Neenah-Menasha Santa 
Float each year, with volunteer firefighters 
spreading holiday joy to neighborhoods in 
both cities.

Looking back at 2024, which was 
Teesch’s first as chief of NMFR after the 
retirement of Kevin Kloehn, he said he is 
pleased with the performance of staff and 
firefighters.

“It’s a great place to work,” he said. “Our 
firefighters are awesome. They train hard. 
They’re committed.”

N-M Fire Rescue
from Page 1

Photo from NMFR 

Firefighters participate in a training exercise involving a burning building.
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Having chronic knee pain shouldn’t mean giving up the things you love. 

Thankfully, ThedaCare has a new way to keep you moving: ROSA Knee robotic 

technology. Our specially trained surgeons use ROSA Knee to personalize the 

approach to total knee replacement — providing a solution that works for you 

and your unique anatomy. Visit thedacare.org/orthopedics to learn more. 

A new knee for a more active you.
Thanks to robotic technology.

Zimmer Biomet is a medical device manufacturer that provides products and other services used 
by health care professionals to create personalized care plans. Zimmer Biomet is not a medical 
professional and does not practice medicine. Zimmer Biomet is not responsible for the content of 
ThedaCare.org. The persons in these advertisements are models and not actual recipients of Zimmer 
Biomet products and services. Results are not necessarily typical and will vary due to health, weight, 
activity and other human variables. *Not all patients are candidates for joint procedures or ROSA 
Knee robotic technology. Only a medical professional can determine the treatment appropriate for 
your specific condition. Talk to your surgeon about whether joint replacement is right for you and 
the risks of the procedure, including the risk of impact wear, loosening, breakage, failure or risk of 
infection, all of which could require additional surgery. For general information on joint pain and 
technology, visit www.zimmerbiomet.com or call 1.800.447.5633. ©2025 Zimmer Biomet. 

KEEPS US
MOVING.ROBOTICS

 Location:  ThedaCare Medical Center-
  Orthopedic, Spine and Pain

  2400 East Capitol Drive
  Appleton, WI 54911

 Date & Time:  April 9, 2025 from 6:30–7:30 PM

 To Register:  Scan the QR code!

 Join us for a FREE Community Seminar!

hours to pick them up from the jail.
“All the 287(g) does is gives our deputies 

training for administering these adminis-
trative holds,” Matz said.

Winnebago County Executive Jon 
Doemel did not know about the agreement 
before it was announced but said he trusts 
Matz to make these decisions.

At a Judiciary & Public Safety Commit-
tee meeting last month, Matz indicated he 
would be signing agreements under the 
287(g) warrant services model and the jail 
enforcement model, though no agreement 
under the jail enforcement model was 
signed as of early this week. 

Under the jail enforcement model, lo-
cal law enforcement agrees to cooperate 
with ICE to identify, process and remove 
undocumented immigrants with pending 
criminal charges who are arrested by state 
or local law enforcement.

Supervisor Kate Hancock-Cooke noted 

at the meeting that if the federal govern-
ment asks for assistance in immigration 
enforcement, the county has the right to re-
fuse compliance. She questioned whether 
noncitizens who have already served their 
sentence could be tar-
geted for arrest.

Matz responded 
that based on his be-
lief, noncitizens who 
have completed their 
sentence would be ar-
rested, adding that the 
sheriff ’s office will fol-
low lawful orders and 
he doesn’t believe they 
will be given any unreasonable requests.  

He also referenced a bill introduced in 
February, Senate Bill 57, which would re-
quire Wisconsin sheriffs to request proof 
of legal status from individuals held in a 
county jail for an offense punishable as 
a felony. The bill also requires sheriffs to 
comply with detainers and administrative 
warrants received from the Department of 
Homeland Security for individuals held in 

the county jail for a criminal offense.
Matz said the bill would allow the sher-

iff ’s office to seek reimbursement from 
the federal government for costs associ-
ated with holding noncitizens, which can 
include medical bills. He noted there was 
a recent situation involving an individual 
serving an eight-month sentence for a fel-
ony conviction who needed medical care. 
Costs for the medical care and overtime for 
a hospital guard came to $6,000.

Matz said the county has no intention of 
starting to do raids and roundups, such as 
visiting farms or businesses and demand-
ing documents from workers, or stopping 
people on the street.

“ICE at this time is only interested in 
those who have committed a felony and 
that’s it,” he told the committee.

The ACLU of Wisconsin criticized the 
actions of Winnebago County and Wash-
ington County, whose sheriff ’s department 
also entered into the agreement last week, 
joining those in Brown, Fond du Lac, Man-
itowoc, Marquette, Sheboygan, Waukesha 
and Waushara counties. 

“Trump’s chaotic, unfair and inhumane 
immigration policies will harm and desta-
bilize Wisconsin’s families, communities 
and economy – especially in parts of Wis-
consin where local law enforcement agen-
cies collaborate with ICE,” said ACLU se-
nior staff attorney Tim Muth.

The ACLU urged local sheriffs not to 
enter into more 287(g) agreements and to 
withdraw from existing agreements.

“The reality is that cooperation with ICE 
makes our communities not only less wel-
coming to immigrants, but also makes us all 
less safe,” ACLU wrote on its website.

Matz called those views fearmongering 
and advised people not to believe unveri-
fied stories on social media.

“Please know that we’re going to contin-
ue doing the right thing as we’ve done for 
years,” he said.

ACLU Wisconsin officials said the agree-
ment can embolden police to engage in ra-
cial profiling, such as arresting and jailing a 
driver instead of issuing a ticket, based on 
the driver’s perceived race or immigration 
status.

County arrests
from Page 1

Matz

Teen gets probation in burglary, methamphetamine cases
Neenah News

A Neenah teenager received probation 
for his role in a home invasion burglary 
and during a traffic stop where he was try-
ing to get rid of more than 300 pills.

Keyontae J. Harris, 18, was facing 50 
years in prison when he walked into Win-
nebago County Judge Scott Woldt’s court-
room last Friday. He was released on pro-
bation after spending nine months in the 
county jail.

Harris was charged with armed robbery, 
physical abuse of a child, burglary in one 
case and several drug-related charges in a 
second case.

Harris moved to the Fox Cities less than 
a year before being arrested. He moved 
from the Atlanta area after his father told 
him there were high-paying jobs here. Har-
ris’ attorney, Trisha Fritz, said Harris has a 
2-year-old daughter he helps support.

Court documents alleged Harris pep-
per-sprayed and robbed a 15-year-old vic-
tim. Fritz told the court Harris did make 
bad decisions as the victim was selling 
Harris clothing and shoes. 

Fritz alleged that once Harris gave the vic-
tim money for the items, the victim did not 
provide the items and Harris came back to 
the house to take the items. The victim told 

police they were pistol whipped by Harris.
Woldt said this was the first case in his 

21 years on the bench that a person in 
custody has earned a high school diploma 
and commended Harris on using his time 
in jail properly.

Harris received five years of probation 
that is being withheld, which means if he 
violates the terms of his probation he will 
be back in court and could be sentenced 
to a maximum of 27.5 years.

A plea deal between the state and defense 
had Harris pleading no contest to possession 
with intent to deliver methamphetamine 
and burglary of a building or dwelling. The 

remaining counts were dismissed and read 
in for sentencing purposes.

When given an opportunity to address 
the court, Harris admitted his mistakes, 
accepted responsibility for his actions and 
said the last year in a new community has 
been difficult for him 

Nash recommended Harris receive two 
to three years in prison for the counts 
linked to his no contest pleas while Fritz 
argued probation would best suit Harris.

Assistant District Attorney Amanda 
Nash called Harris’ actions “serious crimes” 
that were committed in a short period of 
time since Harris moved to the area.
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about whether he would ride again,” Katie 
said. “And it was up to him if he wanted to 
ride again.”

Jack added: “That whole thing kind of 
sucked. It was pretty scary.”

Even though he made a remarkable 
recovery, Jack’s riding events will always 
pose more danger than the average sport. 
Katie and Luke will continue to let him 
drive, providing he still has the desire.

“I’m a horse girl and I know what it’s like 

to do high-risk things,” Katie said. “Again, 
we left it up to him if he wanted to ride 
again. He’s just like me. If I would have 
broken a hip from falling off a horse, you 
wouldn’t have been able to stop me from 
getting back on a horse.

“I know what it’s like to have passion for 
what you are doing. I trust his ability and 
his bike mechanic – just like I would trust 
myself and my horse. I mean, he could get 
hurt walking across the street.”

Jack’s goal is to become a professional 
racer and he’s already close to accomplish-
ing that. A Florida-based professional race 
team known as 1st Impressions has added 
him to its new amateur program for the 
2024-25 racing season. Jack plans to turn 
pro in 2026 with 1st Impressions when he 
turns 16.

“They’re basically a pro team sponsor-
ing a promising youth with hopes that as 
soon as he turns 16, he will be their pro 
rider,” Katie said. “When that happens, he 
will become a paid competitor and they 
will supply everything for him. 

“It’s been his goal to race professionally 
since he could walk. He has this passion 
to ride and he’s really good at it. We’re ex-
tremely proud of him – not that he’s just 
a good racer, but that he’s overcome a ca-
tastrophe.”

Jack’s more immediate goal is to win the 
prestigious Nicky Hayden AMA Horizon 
Award, which is presented annually to 
outstanding amateur riders in flat track, 
motocross and road racing. It generally 
recognizes the most promising amateur 
racer about to turn pro.

“I would like to win that, stay on a team 
and not break my hip again,” Jack said with 
a chuckle.

er like Brucks, but he’s moving at an in-
credibly fast clip. He competes in two or 
three events per month at different sites 
across the country. He travels to the com-
petitions with his parents, Luke and Katie 
Brucks, since he’s not even old enough for 
an automobile driver’s license.

Luke, a competitive motorcycle racer in 
his younger days, serves as Jack’s bike me-
chanic. Luke and Katie own a farm in the 
Neenah area where Katie teaches horse-
back riding. A quarter-mile dirt racetrack 
has been built on the farm to keep Jack 
sharp for his riding events. Jack does his 
own prep work with the track, dragging 
and watering it on a regular basis.

“I have a lot of confidence in my dad’s 
work on the bike,” Jack said. “He’s the one 
who got me started. But he kind of lets me 
do my own thing out there.”

Jack is a farm boy who does his share of 
chores while being home-schooled due 
primarily to the demands of traveling for 
racing competitions.

“Jack is a normal, goofy teenage boy 
who has a real passion for racing,” Katie 
said. “He was going to so many competi-
tions that we were kind of forced to have 
him home-schooled if he was going to stay 
competitive. And that’s what he wanted to 
do. He says he doesn’t miss (school) danc-
es or football games. He’s not a tradition-
al athlete. His older brother, Willie, who 
competes in football, wrestling and track, 
is. 

“A lot of weekends, we’re a family divid-
ed. I’ll stay home on the farm, take care of 
the horses and go to Willie’s events and 
Luke will go on the road with Jack.”

Jack has been competing on two wheels 
since age 4 when he began ice racing on 
Lake Winnebago with a Yamaha PW 50. 
He still manages to squeeze occasional ice 
races into his busy flat-track racing sched-
ule.

“It’s completely the opposite of dirt-
track racing,” Jack said. “I like ice, but I’m 
faster on dirt.”

Jack’s riding competitions come with 
significant risks. Accidents happen. 

Brucks had a serious crash in 2020 at 
the age of 11 at the prestigious Colin Ed-
wards Texas Tornado Boot Camp that he 
attended to learn more about riding. Jack 
was thrown from his dirt bike in a race 
after hitting a tire used to mark the path 
of the track. The bike landed on his hip. 

Jack sustained multiple injuries, break-
ing his right wrist, three ribs, a finger and 
his hip. Jack needed four surgeries and 
spent several weeks in a wheelchair be-
fore he was able to walk unassisted again. 
He underwent eight months of physical 
rehabilitation before returning to win his 
second AMA amateur motocross national 
championship trophy at Du Quoin, Ill., in 
the ages 7-11 class and 65 cc stock class. 

Jack has been told that he will eventual-
ly need a hip replacement.

“After the crash, there was question 

 Jack Brucks
from Page 1

Photo from Brucks family

The Brucks family and racing team have helped put together national championships in ama-
teur motorcycle racing for Jack.

Hiring Caring People 
JOIN A CULTURE OF CARING THAT STARTS WITH CAREGIVERS 

Help Seniors find their stride. Discover the benefits of being
a caregiver at Senior Stride Home Care.

Give Jen a call, (920) 717-1767 

senior sbticleTM 
Home Care 

Valley VNA Senior Care has named 
Tayler King as its new in-home care 
director. She will oversee all aspects of 
Valley VNA’s in-home care business and 
community resource programs, the Neen-
ah-Menasha Meals on Wheels program, 
and foot care clinics. With 10 years of ex-
perience in health care, King holds a bach-
elor of science in nursing from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, specializing in 
in-home care and hospice services.

Girls on the Run Northeast Wiscon-
sin has appointed Tania Spofford as its 

new executive director, bringing more 
than 20 years of leadership experience in 
the nonprofit sector. “I am committed to 
creating opportunities for young people 
to thrive and eager to advance the mission 
of Girls on the Run in Northeast Wis-
consin,” Spofford said. She will lead the 
organization’s strategic growth, program 
expansion and community partnerships 
across its nine-county service area. Her 
background includes leadership roles in 
human service agencies, regional health 
care systems, nonprofit collaboratives and 
youth-focused initiatives. 

Business news roundup

Watershed cleanup effort registration begins
Neenah News

Registration is open for northeast Wis-
consin’s largest annual volunteer cleanup ef-
fort led by the Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance.

The Fox-Wolf Watershed Cleanup set 
for May 3 recruits more than 1,600 vol-

unteers of all skill levels tackling trash and 
debris. Supplies will be provided, includ-
ing gloves, trash bags and safety gear.

After the cleanup effort at multiple loca-
tions there will be a family-friendly picnic. 
Register at fox-wolf.org/cleanup.

An Irish Blessing for Those We Miss
Westgor Funeral Homes-
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah 
(920) 722-7151
1140 Appleton Road, Menasha 
(920) 720-0314
www.westgorfuneralhomes.com

A life filled with love is the greatest 
blessing of all. This St. Patrick’s Day, 
we reflect on the lives that brought 
us joy and the memories that will 

forever remain.

Calling Neenah Home Since 1941, Westgor Funeral Homes
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

To advertise in the Worship Directory, call 920-385-4512

First Presbyterian Church
200 Church St., Neenah, WI 920-725-4391   www.firstpresneenah.org

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822 
www.gloriadeilc.org Come        Grow With Us

GLORIA

COME GROW

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church-ELCA

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

Zephyrs topple Lancers to land state tournament trip
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

As the final seconds ticked off the 
clock in last Saturday’s WIAA Division 4 
girls basketball sectional final at Oconto 
Falls High School, the St. Mary Catho-
lic bench – which at that point housed 
the players who would usually be on the 
court in crunch time – was simply aflut-
ter with excitement.

After three years of making it to sec-
tionals, including a trip to the sectional 
final two years ago, the Zephyrs were fi-
nally getting over the hump and heading 
to the state tournament. 

“I think that motivated us,” senior Em-
ily Vogel said of the previous sectional 
appearances. “We know what it’s like to 
be on the losing end so it was great to 
be on the winning side and be going to 
state.

“All of us have worked so hard for this. 
It feels so good for all the seniors and for 
everyone on the team to know that the 
hard work pays off.”

St. Mary Catholic earned the trip to 
the Resch Center for the state tourna-
ment by beating Big East North rival 
Manitowoc Lutheran, 65-54, Saturday 
afternoon. It was the third meeting of 
the season between the two schools 
who shared the conference title after the 
teams split the first two meetings. 

The trip marks the third time the 
program has advanced to the state tour-
nament, the last time coming in 2009 
when the Zephyrs won the state title. 

“I’m so pumped. We have been wait-
ing for this for four years. We are so 
ready,” senior Nolie Anderson said after 
the win over the Lancers. “Especially 
this group of seniors and I, with this be-
ing our last chance, we were pushing for 
it that much more. We really wanted it.”

St. Mary Catholic never trailed in the 
second half, but Manitowoc Lutheran 
did score six straight points to tie the 
game at 34 just over two minutes into 
the stanza. 

Autumn Crowe answered the Lanc-
ers’ run on the next Zephyrs’ possession 
by draining a 3-pointer to give St. Mary 
Catholic the lead for good. 

Lauren Ripley, who led the Zephyrs 
with 18 points, then knocked down 

Neenah News

Lauren Ripley looks to make a pass while being double teamed during last Saturday’s sectional 
final against Manitowoc Lutheran.

See Zephyrs win on Page 11

Neenah News

St. Mary Catholic’s Autumn Crowe pushes 
the ball up the court ahead of a Manitowoc 
Lutheran defender Saturday.
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—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

HEALTH, LIFE & TRAVEL INSURANCE

- Affordable
  Care Act
- Medicare
- Travel
Never a fee!

Anchor Health and
Medicare Masters, LLC

920-882-1307 | medicaremasters.com
1500 N Casaloma Dr #411

Appleton, WI 54913

CELEBRATION EXTRAORDINAIRE

Call Today! 920.252.0368
whimsicalcelebrationsllc@gmail.com

Take the stress out of 
planning your big day. We 

will coordinate all the 
events along the way! 

-Proposals 
-Bachelorette Party
-Bridal Showers
-Day of Coordinator
-Gender Reveal
-Birthday Parties
-Family Reunions

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS

 

 

• Flooring
• Painting
• Installs

• And Much More!

• Repairs
• Assembly
• Remodels

Licensed and Insured
920- 221-5798

www.bellinservices.com

Karen Schibline,CPCU
920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, Agent

Oregon Office Center 
1429 Oregon Street 
Oshkosh WI, 54902 

Auto • Home • Life • Business

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business

INSURANCE

920.385.0782
Andrea Neitzel, AgentAndrea Neitzel, Agent
Ryan Gravunder, AgentRyan Gravunder, Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G
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Neenah can’t keep pace with Kaukauna in second half 
By Joe Matzek
News contributor

Neenah stayed a step ahead of Kaukau-
na in the first half of Saturday’s WIAA 
Division 1 regional final, making seven 
three-pointers and playing solid defense 
against the state’s fourth-ranked team.

But the Rockets scored only 21 points 
in the second half and their season ended 
with a 63-54 loss to the Ghosts.

Kaukauna opened the second half with 
an 11-4 run, taking the lead at 39-37 on 
freshman Tyler Schwalbach’s three-pointer. 

Neenah never regained the lead.
The Rockets kept the game close until 

the last few minutes. Joey Daun’s fadeaway 
jumper from the baseline cut Kaukauna’s 
edge to 47-46. That led to a pivotal se-
quence, where Luke Jung grabbed a loose 
ball on defense and called timeout while 
falling to the court. 

But the Rockets missed a contested shot 
and Keegan Van Kauwenberg responded 
with a three-pointer to increase Kaukau-
na’s lead to four.

It was an example of several possessions 
where the Ghosts blocked shots or forced 
a bad shot when the Rockets tried to drive 
the lane.

“We took some poor shots where we 
got to the rim and drew lots of attention, 
(but) we didn’t kick it back (outside),” 
Neenah coach Lee Rabas said.

The Ghosts (23-3) pulled away after a 
three-pointer from Jonah Roehrig made 
it 55-48 with just 2:20 remaining. Neenah 
couldn’t get closer than six points the rest 
of the way.

Neenah (16-10) held its own in the 
opening half, trading baskets with Kau-
kauna before grabbing the lead at 19-18. 
The Rockets sank four three-pointers the 

rest of the half to take a 33-30 halftime 
lead.

Two of the four treys in that stretch 
came from junior center Roan Koeper, 
which was remarkable given that he en-
tered the game 0-for-1 from behind the 
arc this season.

Koeper, averaging 6.2 points, scored 12 
of his career-high 17 points before half-
time and seized the moment, Rabas said.

“We said before the game, ‘To win this 
game, some of you in (the locker room) 
have to do some great things, some mem-
orable things,’” Rabas said. “I’ve been here 
long enough now that I can share with 
them a Matt Jung story or a Jackson Schlo-
mann story, guys that weren’t our stars but 
stepped up and made big plays that win 
games, and (Koeper) did that tonight. He 
took a big step forward tonight and we’re 
excited that we have him back next year.”

Neenah defended Kaukauna as well as 
any team this season, holding the Ghosts 
below their season average of 79 points 
in each of their three games and winning 
their first matchup, 66-56 on Dec. 17. 
Even in defeat Saturday, the Rockets’ de-
fense kept them in the game while their 
offense fizzled in crunch time.

Van Kauwenberg, a UW-Green Bay 
commit who scored at least 30 points in 
four of his last five games, scored a game-
high 22 points for Kaukauna. 

Rabas said that the Rockets gave Van 
Kauwenberg a few too many open looks.

“In the first half, we let Keegan get to 
his spots too much,” Rabas said. “We let 
him go left and get to his pullup (jumper), 
which is absolutely the last thing we want-
ed to happen.”

Daun scored 12 points and Jung added 
10. 

Prep sports roundup
BOYS BASKETBALL

Balanced offense lifts 
Rockets to regional win

Roan Koeper and Luke Jung each post-
ed double-doubles and Neenah had four 
players finish in double figures in a 71-62 
win over Hortonville in a WIAA Division 
1 regional semifinal last Friday night. 

The Rockets led 29-28 at halftime be-
fore pulling away in the second half to 
knock off the Polar Bears on their home 
court. 

Jung and Nick Schultz each scored 15 
points to lead Neenah, which finished 20-
of-35 at the free-throw line in the game. 
Schultz also led the team with seven assists. 

Benjy Bell finished with 14 points Koep-
er chipped in 11 points. Koeper and Jung 
each grabbed 10 rebounds in the game for 
the Rockets. 

Zephyrs fall to Eagles  
in regional semifinal

Preston Fields nearly posted a tri-
ple-double but St. Mary Catholic couldn’t 

rally from a 12-point halftime deficit in a 
74-60 loss to Southern Door in a WIAA 
Division 4 regional semifinal last Friday 
night. 

Fields finished with 22 points, 12 re-
bounds and eight assists in his final game 
for the Zephyrs. 

Mason Uhlenbrauck added 20 points 
for St. Mary Catholic, which finished just 
2-of-20 from 3-point range in the loss. 

Southern Door, which was seeded sec-
ond in the regional, went 23-of-33 from 
the free-throw line in the game, while the 
Zephyrs were just 10-of-15.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Zephyrs stifle Bears  
in sectional semifinal

St. Mary Catholic held Bonduel to just 
14 points in the first half and forced 26 
turnovers in the game in earning a 57-35 
win in a WIAA Division 4 sectional semi-
final at Green Bay Southwest last Thurs-
day. 

Autumn Crowe hit 4-of-5 from 3-point 
range and finished with a game-high 22 

points to lead the Zephyrs, who led 35-14 
at intermission before coasting in the sec-
ond half. 

Emily Vogel added 18 points, 10 re-
bounds and a team-best seven steals in 
the win for St. Mary Catholic, while Nolie 
Anderson added eight points and 10 re-
bounds. 

The Bears finished 0-of-9 from 3-point 
range in the game. 

Cold-shooting night 
sinks Rockets in loss

Neenah shot just 25 percent from the 
field and fell to top-seeded Eau Claire 
Memorial, 64-44, in a WIAA Division 1 
sectional semifinal played in Stevens Point 
last Thursday. 

The Old Abes shot 46 percent from the 
field. 

Rowan Klesmit totaled 19 points and 
Ellie Buss finished with 12 points to lead 
the Rockets. The duo also combined for 
seven of the team’s nine 3-pointers in the 
game as Neenah finished 9-of-28 from be-
hind the arc. 

Neenah trailed 35-21 at halftime. 

BOWLING

Neenah bowlers fall short 
of advancing at state

Neenah’s three individuals as well as the 
girls team fell short of advancing out of 
qualifying at the state high school tourna-
ment held at Rolling Thunder in Neenah 
and Revs Bowl in Oshkosh. 

The Neenah girls were one of 14 teams 
to compete and finished ninth after the 
15-game qualifying round with a total of 
2,511. 

The Rockets posted high games of 215 
and 214 in the Baker-style format, but fin-
ished more than 200 pins short of qualify-
ing for the finals. 

In individual competition, Miley Young 
rolled a 553 series with a high game of 233 
and Braelyn Boss tallied a 513 series with 
a 183 marking her best game, but neither 
moved on to the semifinals. 

Braden Wendt was the lone Neenah boy 
state qualifier and he rolled a 574 series, 
including games of 199 and 195, but also 
fell short of moving on. 



 neenahnews.com x Page 11March 14, 2025

WANTED: Word Processor. Experienced Word 
Processor to type and print a book manuscript 

from hand-written copy. Contact:  
920-722-0693, jeffzdrale@gmail.com

AKC PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI PUPS! 
Born 11/16, Vet Ck’d, Loveable $350 

715-644-8704

AUSTRALIAN SHEPARD PUPS! Tri & Merle 
color Ready to pick up 2/10. $400  

Call 920-905-4665

Cavapoo Puppies Looking for a home! 
They love people, use to children! 1st Sots 

and Wormed $300 OBO 715-223-8803 

For Sale- Havapoo Pups, Shots, Wormed, 
Dews Removed, Vet-Checked, Can Deliv-

er. $700 to $900 each. 715-255-2661

FOR SALE: Dark Red Golden Retriever 
Puppies. ACA Registered, Shots, De-
wormed, VERY CUTE! 715-669-3860

FRITZ BARN PAINTING rusty Roofs, Metal 
Buildings Free Est. 608-221-3510 or 

414-369-7263

POMERANIAN AMERICAN ESKIMO CROSS 

PUPPIES! Shots Dewormed $250  
715-721-6931

POMERANIANS! Vet ck’d shots, health 
guaranteed, fun and playful.  $500 

715-654-5149

Rummage and Collectables Sale: Every Satur-
day 10am-6pm, Every Sunday 11am – 6pm. 

1930 West College Avenue, Appleton.

$100,000 FOR OLD GUITARS, AMPS & BASSES! 
Free Appraisals Free Information. Dealer 

920-467-4762

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-748-6332

CRANDON WI. 106 Acre Gravel Pit for sale 
3.5mil. Can divide Pit Stumpage Available 

Volume Discounts ALL EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
Call 715-493-6121

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN

That on 4/14/2025 at 10:00 
a.m. a sale will be held at 888 
E Shady Lane #129 (PARK 
OFFICE) Neenah, WI, for the 
sale of the mobile home located 
at: 888 E Shady Lane Site 217, 
Neenah, WI. to sell the following 
articles to enforce a lien existing 
under the laws of the State 
of WISCONSIN against such ar-
ticles for labor, services, skill or 
material expended upon a stor-
age furnished for such articles 
at the request of the following 
designated persons, unless 
such articles are redeemed 
within thirty days of the publica-
tion of this notice. Park reserves 
the right to bid on the home.  

Name: GEORGE L SANTIAGO 
FLORES 
Name: ROSARIO MUNIZ 
Name: FOX COMMUNITIES 
CREDIT UNION 
Vin #: 14895		   
1981 ARTUR 16 X 76	  
Lien:  $ 1,185.11 
Runs March 7, 2025 and March 
14, 2025

WNAXLP

Employment

For Sale

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Real Estate/Rental

Legal Notice

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Join an award-winning weekly 
newspaper family in the middle 
of Wisconsin’s dynamic FoxValley 
Oshkosh Herald LLC, a family-owned business anchored by the 
7-year-old Oshkosh Herald, 3-year-old Neenah News and recently
acquired 154-year-old Winneconne News, is seeking an editor to
lead those publications. These three advertising-supported weekly
newspapers serving their communities reach more than 54,000
mailboxes weekly in Winnebago County.
The ideal candidate will be a leader and a planner who knows how to
strategize and execute a wide variety of content working collaboratively
with reporters, freelancers and other contributors on coverage. The right
candidate will be comfortable managing a content calendar while
coaching and supporting a team of writers to achieve short- and long-
term assignment goals.
The Oshkosh Herald and Winneconne News are each Wednesday
products and Neenah News comes out on Fridays, each serving the
geographic territory of their respective school districts.
Compensation: $45,000-$50,000 annually DOE
Responsibilities include (but not limited to):

• Oversee a team of reporters, community contributors and
freelancers.
• Edit stories for clarity, accuracy, readability, content, style and
grammar.
• Assist designer in production of newspaper and special sections.
• Demonstrate sound editorial judgment, including an understanding
of institutional guidelines on ethics, tone and subject matter.
• Build strong community connections through personal interaction.

Qualifications:
• Five-plus years of newsroom experience
• Management experience, with team development, organizational
and planning skills
• Experience managing content in a management system
• Knowledge of AP style, Word, Outlook and InDesign
• Must have a current driver’s license or ability to get one

Oshkosh Herald LLC is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
Please forward letter of interest and 
resume to: Karen@oshkoshherald.com 
Oshkosh Herald, 36 Broad St., Suite 300, 
Oshkosh WI 54901

3-pointers on consecutive possessions 
to stretch the lead to 43-34 with 13:44 
remaining. 

“It drives me nuts shooting that many 
threes. I’d rather just work the ball for 
a good shot,” St. Mary Catholic head 
coach Jeff Chew said. “But we hit some 
big threes today and that helped us with 
the game for sure.” 

Ripley led the shooting barrage knock-
ing down five of the team’s nine 3-point-
ers and has stepped up her shooting in 
the postseason. 

The senior had made just 18 3-point-
ers during the regular season, but has 
knocked down a total of 14 in the five 
playoff games and is shooting 45 percent 
from behind the arc in the tournament. 

“I’ve been practicing my 3-pointers 
outside of practice and I think it’s pay-
ing off,” Ripley said. “I’m really proud.”

Ripley’s driving layup a couple of 
minutes later gave the Zephyrs their 
first double-digit lead at 49-39, before 
two baskets from Anderson and another 
hoop from Crowe stretched the lead to 
55-41 with 8:45 remaining. 

The Zephyrs were able to break the 
game open despite not using its usual 
full-court pressing defense against the 
Lancers. 

Although St. Mary Catholic started 
the game in its standard manner, foul 
trouble forced the team to scale things 
back a bit. 

“A lot of us were in foul trouble so we 
didn’t press the second half,” said Rip-
ley, one of three Zephyrs to finish with 
four fouls. “We just had to play good 
half-court defense.”

Vogel, the team’s leading scorer who 
finished with nine points and 11 re-
bounds, was one the Zephyrs stung by 
fouls and was forced to sit on the bench 
for roughly four minutes down the 
stretch. 

“That was hard,” Vogel said. “It was 
good that we had people come off the 
bench and step up today. It was a big 
part of our win.”

Even with Vogel on the sideline, the 
Lancers were never able to threaten the 
Zephyrs’ lead in the final minutes. 

St. Mary Catholic was able to carve  
large chunks of time off the clock on 
their offensive possessions.

“If they weren’t going to guard us then 

we may as well try to take 30 seconds 
or a minute off (the clock on a posses-
sion),” Chew said. “It wasn’t the initial 
plan but we had a double-digit lead so 
let’s make them guard us. It’s just the 
way the game played out.”

Vogel went 3-of-4 from the foul line in 
the final four minutes, while Crowe and 
Ripley also made free throws as St. Mary 
Catholic made enough to keep Manito-

woc Lutheran at bay.
“It came down to who wanted it 

more,” said Anderson, who led the team 
with 13 rebounds to go along with her 
14 points. “We came out after halftime 
and did what we needed to do. We relied 
on each other and got it done.”

St. Mary Catholic trailed for all of 17 
seconds in the first half but 3-pointers 
from Brityn Voss and Ripley lifted the 
Zephyrs to an 8-3 advantage less than 
four minutes into the game. 

Crowe, who finished with 14 points, 
12 rebounds and six assists, then scored 
five straight points to spark a 9-2 run 
for a 17-10 lead, while another Voss’ 
3-pointer in the final minute of the first 
half helped the Zephyrs take a 32-28 ad-
vantage at halftime. 

That set the stage for St. Mary Cath-
olic to take control in the second half. 

“I think the key was to just being ag-
gressive,” Vogel said. “The last couple of 
games we’ve played well in the first half 
and then kind of slowed down in the sec-
ond half, so we knew we had to play a full 
game in this one today and we did that.”

With that, the Zephyrs were able to 
exorcise the demons of the last couple 
of years and return the St. Mary Catho-
lic program to the state tournament. 

“I think (the previous sectional losses) 
definitely helped,” Ripley said. “We’ve 
learned from our mistakes and we have 
been working as a team better this year. 
We have all been working really hard.” 

Zephyrs win
from Page 9

Neenah News

Above: The St. Mary Catholic girls basket-
ball team celebrates their WIAA Division 4 
sectional title after knocking off Manitowoc 
Lutheran in Oconto Falls last Saturday. 

At right: Emily Vogel looks to put up a shot 
in the first half against Manitowoc Lutheran.

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Have a story idea?
Promotions or
expansion at your
business?
Community or school
program to highlight?
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My Home on the Moon

Standards Link: Writing: Write narratives with details 
to develop imagined experiences.

Imagine you live in a home on the moon. 
Describe what you do on an ordinary day.

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Standards Link: Math: Understand the concept of time in different locations.

Standards Link: Science: Use a model to understand eclipses.

How to Watch the Eclipse
The blood moon will be visible in most of 
North America on Thursday, March 13 and 
Friday, March 14. Here are the times to 
watch for it. With a family member, circle 
your time zone.

What is a blood moon? It 
sounds a little spooky! But it’s 
really nothing to worry about.

Eastern Daylight Time (EDT): 2:26 a.m.–3:31 a.m. (March 14)
Central Daylight Time (CDT): 1:26 a.m.–2:31 a.m. (March 14)
Mountain Daylight Time (MDT): 12:26 a.m.–1:31 a.m. (March 14)
Paci�c Daylight Time (PDT): 11:26 p.m. (March 13)–12:31 a.m. (March 14)
Alaska Daylight Time (AKDT): 10:26 p.m.–11:31 p.m. (March 13)
Hawaii Standard Time (HST): 8:26 p.m.–9:31 p.m. (March 13)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Wow! How 
rude!

When that happens, 
it’s called a lunar eclipse.

Hi! I’m Earth! 
Sometimes, 
I block the 
sun’s light 

from reaching 
the surface of 

the moon.

The word lunar 
means having 

to do with 
the moon. 
That’s ME!

A blood moon happens when 
just the right amount of light 

passes through my atmosphere 
during a lunar eclipse.

Dust particles in the air can 
make the moon appear reddish 

or brownish in color.

But it doesn’t 
last very long. 

A lunar eclipse is 
over within a 

few hours.

This is an 
unusual 
look for 

me!

Cool!

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Identify adjectives.

Look through today’s 
newspaper for five 

adjectives that 
describe the moon. 
Write them here:

Describe 
the Moon

How many moons can you 
�nd in this picture?
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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Work with a family member to make an eclipse at home.

Flashlight or a
desk lamp
Basketball
Baseball

•

•
•

Stu� you’ll need:

STEPS:

1.

2.

3.

4.

One person holds the basketball, 
which represents Earth.

Another person holds the baseball, 
representing the moon.

In a dark room, point the light at the 
basketball. 

The person holding the baseball 
moves it into the shadow of the 
basketball. That’s a total lunar eclipse!

Standards Link: Science: Create a model to explain scientific concepts.

Thank you for supporting local news!
 Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper: Top 5 reasons to support YOUR local community newspaper:
• • Stay Connected to Local News and Events:Stay Connected to Local News and Events: Local newspapers provide coverage of community-specific 

news, events, and issues that larger media outlets often overlook, keeping you informed about what’s 
happening in your area.

• • Support Local Journalism:Support Local Journalism: By supporting Neenah News with a membership you help sustain 
independent journalism that holds local governments, businesses, and organizations accountable.

• • Promote Local Businesses:Promote Local Businesses: Community newspapers often feature advertisements, profiles, and stories 
about local businesses, fostering a stronger local economy and encouraging residents to shop 
locally.

• • Preserve Local Culture and Voices:Preserve Local Culture and Voices: Local newspapers highlight community stories, achievements, 
traditions, and unique perspectives that contribute to the area’s identity and cultural heritage.

• • Build a Sense of Community:Build a Sense of Community: Supporting your local newspaper strengthens community ties by 
providing a platform for discussion, celebrating shared successes, and addressing collective 
challenges.

Join online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/, calling 920-486-1616
or stopping at or mailing a $50 annual membership to Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. #090B, Neenah WI 54956


