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Brigade celebrates 125 years of impact

Youth organization relies
on steady local support

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

Since 1900 the Boys & Girls Brigade
has been a pillar of the local communi-
ty and earlier this month held a 125th
anniversary gala with proceeds from the
event going to modernize its aging build-
ing and continue serving local youth and
families.

“We got great support from the com-
munity and a lot of our Brigade volun-
teers and donors came back for the gala,”
executive director John Benberg said.
“We were really pleased at how it turned
out”

The gala held at the Bridgewood Resort
Hotel & Conference Center in Neenah
was attended by international guests, in-
cluding Brigade members visiting from
Perth, Australia.

“We have along-standing international
program where groups of Brigade youth

and chaperones from here go to other
countries, typically on a biennial sched-
ule, and then occasionally groups from
Brigades elsewhere come here,” Benberg
said.

The event included live music from the
Brigade Advanced Ensemble, anecdotes
from representatives of the broader Bri-
gade community and memories shared
by local leaders and alums.

The gala kicked off the Brigade’s year-

See Brigade on PaGe 8

Music makers

The Neenah Public Library’s ukelele jams welcome young and old every Thursday evening to either bring music they are working
on, play a solo or a duet for the group, or just play along with fellow “ukers.” All skill levels are welcome to the Storytime room
and sessions last up to 90 minutes. No registration is necessary. Contact hess@neenahlibrary.org for more information.
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Police recruiting evolves amid changing environment

City department faces
ongoing challenges

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeENAH NEws

When Police Chief Aaron Olson was a
child, he and his twin brother were riding
their bicycles on a country road near Rich-
land Center when a van pulled up and its
occupants tried to kidnap them.

The brothers jumped off their bikes, ran
down into the ditch, crossed a fence and
sprinted up a hill to get home, where their
mother called police.

The responding officer was a figure of
safety and Olson says the experience left
an indelible mark on his life.

“I just remember looking at that police

officer in his uniform and I remember
at that time, I knew that’s what I wanted
to do, and I never changed through the
course of my teenage years and young
adult life,” he said.

Olson started his policing career in
1998 and worked for various departments,
including in Tomah and Fort Myers, Fla.,
before joining the Neenah Police Depart-
ment in 2013.

Olson was hired during a contentious
time for Neenah police after an incident
that year at Eagle Nation Cycles, where
police fatally shot a hostage during a
standoff. The police shooting made na-
tional news, spawning several lawsuits and
a petition demanding police accountabil-

See Police recruiting on PAGE 7

Neenah News

Police Chief Aaron Olson stands inside the firing range at the new Neenah Police Training

Center that was completed last year.

We take TOUGH cases.

With decades of advocacy handling complex and hard-to-win cases,
Attorney George Curtis will fight for you. You have a right to be heard.
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New airboats on Winnebago County waters

Neenah News

A federal grant to the Winnebago Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department has brought in
three new airboats to serve county wa-
terways that are being shared with Neen-
ah-Menasha Fire Rescue and Oshkosh
Fire Department teams.

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue officials
said they recently took delivery of one of
the new boats, have been training on it and
ready to respond to calls. Municipal depart-
ments partner with the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment on water and ice rescue operations
with the boat stationed at one of its fire sta-
tions and staffed by the city departments.

Neenah-Menasha also teams up with
Oshkosh Fire Department on water-relat-
edincidents in all jurisdictions. Other area

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue photo

One of the new airboats acquired by the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department is shown on
duty with a team from Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue.

fire departments assist at landings to help
with launches and provide support.
The Sheriff’s Department credited U.S.

Sen. Tammy Baldwin’s office for assisting
with securing the congressionally directed
spending funds.

Old Glory Honor Flights scheduled for this year

Neenah News

Old Glory Honor Flight and Appleton
International Airport are announcing
flights this year for veterans to Washing-
ton, D.C,, to visit war memorials erected
in their honor.

Since its inception, the organization
has hosted more than 6,400 veterans and
the Appleton airport has been hosting the
flights since 2009.

Mission 73 takes off April 16, Mission
74 is set for May 27, Mission 76 is Sept. 2
and Mission 77 is Oct. 28. The Yellow Rib-
bon Honor Flight that takes off from the
EAA grounds during AirVenture each year
is set for July 25 for Vietnam War veterans.

The event travels with trained volun-
teers who plan the daylong trip to give
veterans a red-carpet treatment. The orga-
nization provides escorts, a medical team,
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professional photographers and plans the
itinerary in Washington. Family members
and the community participate in a wel-
come-home celebration at the airport.

“We could not celebrate these heroes
without the commitment of our sponsors
and partners and the overwhelming sup-
port of the community,” said Diane Mac-
Donald, executive director of Old Glory
Honor Flight.

Veterans on active duty in any branch

of the service between Dec. 7, 1941, and
May 7, 1975, qualify for the flights. Regis-
tration is open at oldgloryhonorflight.org.
Currently, Old Glory Honor Flight has a
waitlist of about 12 months for senior vet-
erans.

“Our staft is dedicated to honoring
our veterans and looks forward to each
of these events as a way to celebrate the
veterans and their families,” said airport
director Abe Weber.

Public input sought for district’s strategic plan

Neenah News

Neenah Joint School District Super-
intendent Steve Harrison will host three
community sessions for input regarding
the district’s strategic plan.

The meetings will be held at 6 p.m.
Thursday in the Neenah Middle School
Armstrong Library, 9 a.m. Feb. 10 in the
Neenah Public Library’s Shattuck Room
and 6 p.m. Feb. 25 in the Neenah High

School Library, and will last about an
hour.

The Board of Education and adminis-
tration developed a strategic plan in 2023
with priority areas in collaboration, en-
gagement, responsibility and well-being,
with a focus on student growth. The meet-
ings seek the community’s help to refine
those priorities and establish measurable
goals.

Winter journey

wooded Riverside Park.

A horse-drawn wagon heads south on Pine Street in front of the Stevens mansion
and barn. This undated winter photo features wooden sidewalks and a glimpse of a

Neenah Historical Society photo
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No charges yet in connection
with November homicide

Neenah News

It’s been more than two months since
the partially unclothed and blood-cov-
ered body of a local homeless man was
found outside a residence on East Doty
Avenue, but prosecutors have yet to
charge anyone with his murder.

The man, identified as 73-year-old
Keith Rieskamp, was discovered on the
morning of Nov. 24 by a passer-by, who
called emergency services and report-
ed that outside in the 200 block of East
Doty Avenue was a person who “was hit.”

Neenah police found Rieskamp out-
side with “massive trauma” to his face
and was transported to ThedaCare Re-
gional Medical Center where he was pro-
nounced dead.

Documents say police found blood
on the handle of a nearby shed, on the
back of a garage, on clothing found near
Rieskamp, on the end of an aluminum
post and on a brick. The apartment near
where he was found had an open and ajar
door to go to the shared basement area,
and there was blood on the sidewalk from
the scene toward the basement door.

Witnesses told police Rieskamp was
friends with the occupant of one of
the apartments, Rodney Franklin, 52.
Franklin answered the door when police
knocked and denied hearing anything
the night before and said he didn’t know
Rieskamp.

Documents say Rieskamp had been
living in area parks and recently began
staying in the basement of Franklin’s
apartment building and then started
staying in a shed behind the building.

Police obtained surveillance video
showing that the night he was killed, a
homeless man referred to as “AP” put
Rieskamp’s items on the fireplace hearth
in Shattuck Park and he and Franklin
went through the belongings and took
items.

Franklin is the only person who
has been charged in connection with
Rieskamp’s death. He’s currently incar-
cerated at the Winnebago County Jail on
charges of theft from a person or corpse
and second offense possession of THC
after police searched his apartment and
found items belonging to Rieskamp and
a small amount of marijuana.

Police said they are continuing to inves-
tigate the homicide and there is no threat
to the public at this time. No details have
been released about Rieskamp’s cause of
death or autopsy results.

Assistant District Attorney Tracy Paid-
er is prosecuting the case. District At-
torney Eric Sparr said the investigation
is ongoing and prosecutors are waiting
on DNA testing results from the State
Crime Laboratory.

Sparr acknowledged it is rare for
months to pass after a homicide in the
county without charges.

“We are really fortunate in that re-
spect,” he said. “When I hear the homi-
cide clearance rates from some (usually
large) jurisdictions, it can be hard to fath-
om.

Anyone with information may contact
Winnebago County Crime Stoppers at
920-231-8477 or visit winnebagocrimes-
toppers.org to submit a text tip.

Three-year term ordered for drug trathicking

Neenah News

A former Fox Crossing man will spend
three years in prison and five years on ex-
tended supervision after being convicted of
trafficking fentanyl out of the parking lot of
an apartment complex in Fox Crossing.

Melvin Clark Jr.,, 27, whose address is
now listed in South Holland, Ill.,was con-
victed earlier this month of three counts
of manufacturing or delivering fentanyl.
Three other felony drug charges were dis-
missed but read into the record.

The charges stemmed from an under-
cover investigation conducted by the Lake
Winnebago Area MEG Drug Unit that used
a confidential informant to conduct a series
of controlled drug buys involving fentanyl
last February. The synthetic opioid is linked
to an increasing number of fatal overdoses
locally and nationally and law enforcement
agencies have intensified efforts to inter-

cept the drug’s illicit sale and use.

According to the criminal complaint,
the informant purchased drugs from
Clark four times in the parking lot of an
apartment complex in Fox Crossing for a
total of 500 fentanyl pills.

Clark was arrested after a traffic stop
on Reddin Avenue in Neenah last March.
During the arrest, officers found 17 grams
of suspected fentanyl, seven grams of sus-
pected cocaine and a small amount of
marijuana in his clothing and backpack.

Clark missed a court hearing Jan. 10. A
bench warrant was filed, his $3,000 bond
was forfeited and he was taken into custo-
dy. At a plea and sentencing hearing Jan.
14, Judge Michael Rust sentenced Clark to
three years in prison and five years extend-
ed supervision on each of the three charges
to be served concurrently, meaning he will
serve the sentences at the same time.

2024-25 SEASON

WINTER CONCERT

OCEANA

BRIAN RAPHAEL NABORS
lubilo

STELLA SUNG

Oceana

SAM WU

cetacean songs | concerto for
cello and orchestra
MATILDE CAPUIS

Tre Momenti for violoncello
and string orchestra

CLAUDE DEBUSSY
La mer [The Sea]

Neenah News

Club coming together

The new Boys & Girls Club being constructed on Marathon Avenue across from the
Neenah Police Department is quickly coming together after a groundbreaking in Sep-
tember on the $15 million facility for area youth expected to be completed in July. The
facility will include a Life & Workforce Readiness Center, dance studio, sensory room,
trio of learning centers, family conference room, dining area, playground, gymnasium,

teen lounge and makers lab.

League sets online town hall for legislators

Neenah News

State legislators representing the Fox
Valley area have been invited to partic-
ipate in a virtual Legislative Town Hall
meeting from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Monday host-
ed by League of Women Voters chapters
of Appleton-Fox Cities and Winnebago
County.

Legislators invited to participate in-
clude state senators Rachael Cabral-Gue-
vara, Kristin Dassler-Alfheim, Andre Jac-
que and Eric Wimberger, and Assembly
representatives Joy Goeben, Nate Gus-
tafson, Dean Kaufert, David Murphy, Lori
Palmeri, Lee Snodgrass, Shae Sortwell
and Ron Tusler. They will be given an
opportunity to outline their priorities for
the current legislative session and answer
questions both prepared in advance and
from the audience.

%)
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deposit required. To app
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and the audience.
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Child pornography case brings 15-year sentence

By Jonathan Richie
NEENAH NEwWs

The owner of a Menasha dog grooming
business has been sentenced to 15 years in
state prison and 15 years on extended su-
pervision in connection with a child por-
nography ring involving a Racine sheriff’s
deputy and Neenah’s former city attorney.

Assistant District Attorney Amanda
Nash said when Jacob Boudreau was ar-
rested last March he was in possession
of extremely disturbing child pornogra-
phy material. She added in her opening
remarks for sentencing that Boudreau
committed bold criminal acts as part of a
child pornography ring operating in the
community.

Boudreau, who owned a grooming
salon, was the dog groomer of former
Neenah city attorney Adam Westbrook,
who was the human resources director for
Outagamie County when he was arrested
in early 2024. Westbrook plead guilty in
federal court in September to one count
of distribution of child pornography.

Westbrook’s case was connected with
former Racine County Sheriff’s deputy
Preston Kite, who was arrested last Feb-
ruary for exposing himself in a public
restroom while on duty and in uniform.
Kite was recently convicted of nine counts
of possession of child pornography, 10
counts of child sexual exploitation, expos-
ing genitals and bestiality.

Boudreaus former roommate, Noah
Thiel, was also charged in connection to
the case and recently pleaded guilty to two
counts of bestiality/sell/publish obscene
material. Boudreau is the first of the four
men to be sentenced.

The state and the defense both prepared

presentence investigations leading up to
the sentencing last week. The state’s inves-
tigation recommended eight to 10 years
in prison followed by up to six years of ex-
tended supervision.

Boudreau’s attorney, John Carroll, asked
for the minimum sentence of three years
in prison and three years of extended su-
pervision and noted Boudreau doesn’t
have a criminal record and was taken ad-
vantage of by others.

Winnebago County Circuit Branch 1
Judge Michael Rust disagreed with the
defense attorney’s recommendation and
called it “laughable,” noting that Boudreau
seems to have taken no responsibility for
his actions.

In character letters received by the
court, Boudreau was noted as taking part
in the STAR program at the Winnebago
County Jail, which is a recovery pod for
people handling substance abuse. He also
took part in group sessions, was an active
participant with one person writing Bou-
dreau goes “above and beyond the mini-
mum requirements” during sessions.

Nash said Boudreau’s actions in the case
show “the defendant’s willingness to act
on his sexual deviance, which places him
at a higher level of dangerousness than
someone just downloading child pornog-
raphy alone.”

The plea deal between the state and de-
fense was that Boudreau would plead no
contest to two counts of child pornogra-
phy and the remaining 10 counts of pos-
session of child pornography would be
dismissed but read into the record.

Before sentencing, Boudreau said he
was part of the cycle of abuse.

“Likely more than anyone else in this

CUSTOM ORDER EVENT
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109 W. Wisconsin Ave
Neenah, WI 54956

room, I am aware of the impacts of child
sex abuse and child porn, as I was victim-
ized by these very crimes,” he said. “The
embarrassment and shame and self-blame
still continue to this day. Turning to drugs
and alcohol has long been my solution.”
Rust said the gravity of the crime, Bou-
dreau’s character and the need to protect

the public all made the sentence in this
case more important than a minimum
sentence.

He sentenced Boudreau to double what
prosecutors recommended. Boudreau,
who is 30, will be 45 when he’s released
from prison and 60 when he’s released
from extended supervision.

New area claims agency
empowers military veterans

Neenah News

Military veterans who face significant
challenges when seeking Veterans Admin-
istration (VA) benefits have a new region-
al organization that can help simplify the
process with representation and support
to maximize benefits

for veterans and de-
pendents.

Freedom  Claims
Agency was founded
by U.S. Air Force vet-
eran Greg Brittnacher
and licensed psychol-
ogist Leah Brittnach-
er to provide expert
guidance and repre-
sentation in navigating VA disability com-
pensation claims. The agency is currently
accepting new clients and can be contact-
ed at gregb@freedomclaimsagency.com
or online at https://freedomclaimsagen-
cy.com.

A recent report from the VA Office of
Inspector General revealed issues in how
claims are processed for veterans rated as
100% disabled, with mistakes by VA em-
ployees resulting in an estimated $9.8 mil-
lion in overpayments and $84.7 million
in underpayments. The report found that
74% of claims granted and 76% denied for
this rating contained at least one process-

ing error.
“Many veterans may unknowingly be

underrated for their conditions due to
processing errors, underscoring the im-
portance of expert advocacy,” Greg Brit-
tnacher said in a press release announcing
the new agency.

Greg Brittnacher’s career in veteran ad-
vocacy began as a veterans benefits spe-
cialist for Winnebago County, where he
earned accreditations from the National
Association of County Veterans Service
Officers, Disabled American Veterans
(DAV), the VFW, American Legion and
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. He later was director of veterans ser-
vices for Calumet County before becom-
ing an accredited claims agent.

His military background is as a Security
Forces member at Minot Air Force Base,
Royal Air Force Alconbury and Camp
Anaconda/Balad Air Base in Iraq. He
pursued higher education at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-La Crosse and Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center and is a
first-year law student at Mitchell Hamline
School of Law in St. Paul.

He said Freedom Claims Agency’s mis-
sion was also shaped by participation in
the E-seed express for veterans’ program
through the Venture Center at Fox Valley
Technical College.

Leah Brittnacher brings expertise in
mental health and will assist with claims
and appeals involving mental health con-
ditions, ensuring veterans obtain fair eval-
uations.
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Students get head start on careers through state program

Neenah High takes part
in Start College Now

By MaryBeth Matzek
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

A program at Neenah High School
helps students get a jump start on their
college education.

Neenah is one of several area high
schools who partner with Fox Valley Tech-
nical College and its Start College Now
program. Through Start College Now, stu-
dents attend college-level classes earning
credits at both the high school and college
levels. In addition, as part of the program,
the Neenah School District will pay for up
to 18 college credits taken at FVTC.

Neenah senior Jacob Reckner is one of
many students who have seen the pro-
gram’s benefits.

“The opportunity I was given by Neen-
ah High School and Fox Valley Tech al-

lowed me to explore my interest in law
enforcement and solidify my calling to
public service,” he said.

Wisconsin high school juniors and se-
niors interested in Start College Now apply
to their high school counselor by March 1
for the fall semester and Oct. 1 for the spring
semester. Once the counselor receives the
application, it needs to be approved by the
district school board. It then goes on to
FVTC or other state technical colleges for
final approval. At that point, students can
enroll in their approved courses.

“If a student is looking to take a course
that we do not offer, NJSD works with
FVTC to provide an opportunity to that
student,” said Neenah guidance counselor
Tim Wypiszynski. “Most courses that stu-
dents take are somewhat specialized and
therefore we do not offer them at NHS.
Some recent examples are students inter-
ested in aviation and law enforcement.”

Students either take the classes in per-

son at FVTC or online, depending on the
course. The grades earned in the classes go
on the students” high school and college
transcripts.

“Students are mainly interested in
(Start College Now) to take courses that
they would not otherwise be able to take,”
Wrypiszynski said. “These courses can
help students explore a career path or get
a head start on their college journey.”

Brooke Friedrichs, Start College Now
specialist, said students work with their
high school counselor to research classes
and figure out which ones are the best fit
for them. The student must meet the class
requirements, and the class cannot be of-
fered at their school through another pro-
gram, such as dual credit courses.

“Students sometimes register in an en-
try class in one of our programs, such as
aviation, as a way to learn more about a
potential career,” Friedrichs said. “Stu-
dents can sign up for a class that’s not of-

fered at their school, such as something in
IT or engineering.”

Start College Now participants are in a
win-win situation, Friedrichs said, since they
are not only earning college and high school
credits, but their college tuition and books
are also covered by their school district.

“It can make college more accessible
and affordable for students,” she said.

FVTC has partnerships with other col-
leges and universities, so credits earned by
the Neenah students can be transferred
elsewhere, said Jennifer Van Thiel, manag-
er of K-12 partnerships.

“Interest is growing in Start College
Now and similar programs where students
can begin earning college credits while in
high school because it helps lower their
overall costs,” she said.

Students can learn more about Start
College Now and other ways they can earn
college credits in high school at FVTC by
visiting fvtc.edu/k-12-partnerships.

Douglas Park undergoing design changes around stormwater pond

Neenah News

About a year after the Neenah Com-
mon Council approved the addition of a
stormwater pond to Douglas Park, ongo-
ing construction has significantly changed
the landscape.

The normally quiet Douglas Street has
seen its share of dump trucks, skid steers
and other equipment used for excavating
both the pond and surrounding land that
will see the addition of a looping stone
trail around the pond, replacement of a
swing set, installation of a park sign and
other maintenance.

The park has a picnic shelter, restrooms,

picnic tables and playground equipment.
Though it may look like an empty dirt
field right now, the city plans to add land-
scaping that will include tall prairie and
aquatic plants along the safety shelf and
all around the pond that will help prevent
people from getting near it.

The stormwater pond in Douglas Park
is expected to mitigate street flooding on
South Commercial Street and improve
water quality in the drainage basin en-
compassing the Commercial Street corri-
dor between Cecil and Orange Street and
extending easterly to Higgins Avenue.

Douglas Park is situated on four acres
abutting Galloway Co., a dairy products

producer. The company recently com-
pleted a $70 million expansion in close
proximity to the pond. Galloway makes
up approximately 10% of the pond’s entire
drainage zone.

The company collaborated with the city
to help fund design and construction of
the pond, and will use it to meet its storm-
water needs, with the company first dis-
charging into the Douglas Pond and then
cycling through to the Harrison Street
Pond.

The 1.5-acre stormwater pond and sup-
porting infrastructure is estimated to cost
about $400,000, with Galloway providing
about $200,000.

Neenah News
Though it may look like an empty dirt-cov-
ered field, work is underway to add a
stormwater pond and other landscaping to
Douglas Park.

“As an orthopedic surgeon, there is
nothing more satisfying than when
a patient tells you that ‘you have
given me my life back.”

Dr. Brian Lohrbach

WELCOME

BRIAN LOHRBACH, MD

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

Quality orthopedic care means different things to everyone. That’s

why we're excited to announce an addition to our Orthopedic Team:
the locally renowned surgeon Dr. Brian Lohrbach. He brings 22 years
of dedicated service to our local communities and specializes in joint

replacement surgery.

Together, our providers in orthopedics, spine and pain management
collaborate under one roof, making it easy to coordinate visits, tests,
and therapy to meet your busy lifestyle and help you return to a
pain-free life on your schedule. We are there with you throughout
the process —at ThedaCare, at home and on the course.

Learn more about Dr. Lohrbach at ThedaCare.org/find-a-doctor

Don't delay the care you need today.

Make your next appointment right here in Appleton.

920.831.5050

®# ThedaCare.

Orthopedic Care

2400 E. Capitol Drive, Appleton

www.thedacare.org ﬁ

X
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Building Excellence

Mission Match Sponsor

A celebration of our origin
story, the elegance of
Baccarat—and the BEST
VALENTINE’S DAY DATE
in town!

Your ticket includes:

Signature Cocktail/

Mocktail by Santé

Delicious Delectables
by Zuppas

Music by DJ Rayon Brown

Vault Tours

Silent Auction

Glass Grab

...and MORE!

SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 15, 2025
7-10pPm

Hosted at
BERGSTROM-MAHLER
MUSEUM OF GLASS

Scan for
more information
and tickets.

1
COMVUNITY FIRST
We'll Find A Way!

PUBLIC RADIO

SANTE

Wene Bor- & Bistra

nil
LEGACY

PRIVATE TRUST COMPANY

-

HORICONBANK

e Natural Choice

ﬁnthony
Iewelery

Extraordinary
Bergstrom-Mahler glass experiences

MUSEUM
OFGLASS

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH, WI

920.751.4658 | BMMGLASS.COM

Public library calendar

Feb.1
Boosting Your Parenting Toolbox: Con-
scious Discipline Workshop 2.0, 10 a.m.
Leap into Writing, 3 p.m.

Feb.2
LEGOs in the Library, 1 p.m.

Feb.3

Stitching Group, 1 p.m.

Adult Afternoon Program: Wisconsin
for Kennedy, 2 p.m.

Feb.4

Adaptive Storytime (all ages), 9:15 a.m.

Toddle Time Storytime (ages 12-24
months), 10 a.m.

Storytime for Everyone (all ages), 10
am.

Maple Syrup, 6:30 p.m.

Powered by Yarn, 6:30 p.m.

Feb.5
Baby Time Storytime, 9:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages), 10
am.

Mah Jongg Meet-up, 5:30 p.m.

Feb.6
Fox Tales Storytime (all ages), 9:15 a.m.
Wee Read Storytime, 10 a.m.
Open Chess, 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam, 6 p.m.

Feb.7

Fitness Friday: Boot Camp, 9:15 a.m.

Chair Yoga, 10:30 a.m.

First Friday Concert Series: Matthew
DeChant, 2 p.m.

Special Event: After-hours Campout,
6:30 p.m.

Feb. 8

Chinese New Year Celebration, 11 a.m.

Feb.10

Monday Matinee: “Trap.” 1 p.m.
Short Story Night, 7 p.m.

Feb. 11

Adaptive Storytime (all ages), 9:15 a.m.

Toddle Time Storytime (ages 12-24
months), 10 a.m.

Storytime for Everyone (all ages), 10
am.

Tech Talk Tuesday: Tablet Talk, A
Guide to Your Device, 1:30 p.m.

Legal Assistance Clinic, 4:30 p.m.

Feb. 12
Baby Time Storytime, 9:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages), 10
am.
Mah Jongg Meet-up, 5:30 p.m.

Feb.13
Fox Tales Storytime (all ages), 9:15 a.m.

L Discover g
¢ a place
of worship
. for you.
t To include your services call (920) 3854512 &

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]

200 North Commercial Street, Neenah
920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

gpedineue Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

o

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM
809 S Commercial St, Neenah ~ 920-725-3956  www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

Sunday Worship Services
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM
1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah,
Wi

www.applevalleypres.org

APPLE VALLEY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A confessionally Reformed church where the

Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm
407 0ak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net. facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI

Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 » www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am
Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church

of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~

All are welcome!
108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah - (920)725-0166
www.fumenm.org - facebook.com/fumcnm

Come worship with us!
Sundays at 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Children's Sunday School at 9:10 a.m.

Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.

1140 Tullar Rd., Neenah | 920-725-6822
www.gloriadeilc.org

Come Grow With Us

200 Church St., Neenah, WI

First Presbyterian Church

Join us for worship on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME

920-725-4391 www.firstpresneenah.org

To advertise in the Worship Directory, call 920-385-4512

Wee Read Storytime, 10 a.m.
Open Chess, 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam, 6 p.m.

Feb. 14
Footloose Friday, 10 a.m.

Feb.15
DIY Bad Art (ages 10 to adult), 10:30
am.

Feb. 16

LEGOs in the Library, 1 p.m.

Sunday Concert Series: The Crystal
River Trio, 2 p.m.

Feb. 17

Memory Cafe, 1:30 p.m.

Not Quite Cozy Mystery Book Club,
6:30 p.m.

Feb.18

Adaptive Storytime (all ages), 9:15 a.m.

Toddle Time Storytime (ages 12-24
months), 10 a.m.

Storytime for Everyone (all ages), 10
am.

Cookbook Book Club, 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 19
Baby Time Storytime, 9:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages), 10
a.m.

Mah Jongg Meet-up, 5:30 p.m.

Feb. 20
Fox Tales Storytime (all ages), 9:15 a.m.
Wee Read Storytime, 10 a.m.
Open Chess, 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam, 6 p.m.
History Program-Faces Behind the
Names, 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 21

Fitness Friday: Balance and Strength,
9:15 am.

Chair Yoga 10:30 a.m.

Bad Art Show — Tween/Teen Program,
Ages 10 to adult, 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 24

MMBK: “Firekeeper’s Daughter” by
Angeline Boulley, 10 a.m.
Feb. 25

Movie Talks: “Do the Right Thing,
6:30 p.m.

Feb. 26
Mah Jongg Meet-up, 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 27
Open Chess, 5:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam, 6 p.m.
OPEN
Saturday and
Sunday 12-5

Spicy Cherry Cider
now on tap!

Home of handcrafted Meads, Wines & Ciders
made from locally sourced honey & fruits.

See FB for details!

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

1115 S Commercial Street, Neenah

920-486-1158

Integrityautomotivewi@gmail.com
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Police recruiting

FROM PAGE 1

ity.

Olson was promoted to chief in 2018
after the retirement of former chief Kevin
Wilkinson. About two years later, George
Floyd, a Black man, was killed in Minneap-
olis by police officer Derek Chauvin, who
knelt on his neck for about nine minutes
and asphyxiated him while he pleaded for
his life and repeated, “I can’t breathe.”

Floyd’s death has had a lasting impact
on the public’s perception of police of-
ficers. It sparked Black Lives Matter pro-
tests across the country, with activists call-
ing for police reform and defunding police
departments.

The protests and scrutiny has reshaped
recruitment and retention within law
enforcement. Olson, like many police
chiefs nationwide, now faces a challenge
unheard of when he began his career: a
shortage of officers and declining number
of applicants for open positions, even as
the demand for law enforcement services
has grown exponentially.

Staffing shortages

Police departments across the country
are facing difficulty in hiring officers to re-
place those who are retiring or resigning.

In Neenah, Olson said one of the chal-
lenges is the department is going through
a “five-year cycle” where they had a “mas-
sive amount of retirements in the last five
years.”

After this month, Olson expects the de-
partment will only have one or two people
retire per year going forward.

“We lose one officer — that’s significant
for us,” he said. “When we’re down three,
four or five, it’s a really significant hardship
on our staff to cover those shifts.”

According to Olson, the department
was authorized for 44 sworn officers in
2024 and ended the year with 41 officers
and three open positions. The number
of officers in Neenah remains largely un-
changed since 1982, when the department
had 43 officers.

Meanwhile, Neenah’s population in-
creased by about 5,200 residents over the
past 30 years and the number of police
calls have more than tripled, from around
8,000 per year in 1982, to more than
25,000 last year.

Police call volume includes all respons-
es to incidents. Reports are completed for
more serious incidents that require in-
vestigation or legal documentation. Data
provided by Neenah Police indicates the
number of police reports generated by of-
ficers over the past three decades has also
tripled.

The decline in officers follows a statewide
trend, with 1,005 fewer law enforcement
officers in Wisconsin in 2024 than in 2008,
which is the first year the state Department
of Justice began collecting that data.

The 13,354 officers statewide last year
included law enforcement working in jails
and secure juvenile detention facilities.
Though last year the state saw a slight in-
crease of 215 officers from 2023, which
had the lowest number of officers on re-
cord, 2024 marks the second lowest num-
ber of law enforcement in the state in the
past 16 years.

Recruitment hurdles

Following state and national trends,
Neenah has also faced a significant drop
in the number of applicants for open po-
sitions, going from 500 to 800 applicants
per position five to 10 years ago, to just 23
applicants in a recent hiring round.

“Obviously, the national narrative over
the last several years hasn’t helped us any,”
Olson said. “Law enforcement in general,

most parents do not want their kids, after
what we’ve been through in the last few
years, to be police officers.”

To meet state and national averages
for police officers per capita, Olson said
Neenah would need more than 50. The
gap in the number of officers needed and
number authorized makes it challenging
to serve the community effectively.

“We're wearing out our officers who are
having to work more and more,” he said.
“When you have officers working 12-hour
shifts, and then they have to stay for two to
four hours, or come in two to four hours
early, or come in on their day off, it’s tiring
and taxing.”

He added that officers often respond to
tragic incidents such as infant deaths and
fatal crashes, which are highly emotional.

“When you don’t have the time to go
home and rest and recuperate, it kind of
has a toll,” he said. “So that’s more of my
worry, that I don’t want to work our offi-
cers so much in overtime that then they're
burnt out and don’t want to be police offi-
cers anymore.”

Evolving responsibilities

Police officers today have significantly
more duties than those employed 30 years
ago. The emergence of the internet has
led to advancements in technology and
changes in policing, and also in the types
of crimes committed.

“When you add things like the internet
and credit card fraud and all the things
they didn’t have back then, there was no
internet, there was no social media, all
those things,” Olson said.

Body cameras have also added tasks for
officers, with Olson noting that the vol-
ume of camera footage, along with the re-
quirement to download and label it daily,
is one of the new responsibilities officers
did not have in the past.

“Every profession adapts over time,” he
said. “Ours is just changing quicker than
most, I think, because of the culture of our
world right now.”

With laws changing and evolving, writ-
ten police reports have also become much
more extensive. Olson said that in the past
a domestic dispute report would be just a
single paragraph, but now those same re-
ports are 12 to 15 pages long.

“So when you go from 43 sworn officers
in 1982 to 44 in 2025, and measure every-
thing in between that we have to do, it’s
almost immeasurable,” he said.

Enhanced hiring efforts

After budget requests to hire additional
officers were denied by the city, Neenah
police implemented several strategies to
mitigate staffing challenges.

The department pays the salaries of
new officers while they attend Fox Val-
ley Technical College’s law enforcement

academy. The classes themselves are paid
for through the state, contingent on the
officer passing. After graduation, officers
return to the police station to go through
a four-month field training master pro-
gram.

Community service aides (CSAs), who
take minor calls such as barking dogs,
locked vehicles, traffic control and parking
complaints, are also frequently promoted
to officer positions.

“It’s a living, breathing job interview ev-
ery day for two to four years while they’re
in college,” he said.

In the past, the department had a larg-
er pool of general patrol officers. Over
time, patrol officers have been taken off
the street and assigned to specialized roles
such as mental health officer and CSA su-
pervisor, the latter being a new position
created this year after police reduced front
desk hours, eliminated two administrative
positions and redefined another to come
up with funds.

The Neenah Police Training Center, a
$5.8 million addition at 2111 Marathon
Ave. that opened last year and features a
firing range, armory, defense and arrest
tactics room, gym and virtual 3-D training
room, is a major selling point for new re-
cruits, he added.

But the biggest incentive to attract new
employees is the department’s culture,
with Olson noting that he prioritizes hir-
ing those who he considers “good people.”

“In our line of work, when we have the
ability to take somebody’s rights up to
their life, which obviously we don’t want
to do, you don’t want to have somebody
out there that is of poor character, because
we don’t know that they would do the
right thing,” he said. “So we want to hire
somebody of character, and then we’ll
train them how to be a police officer”

Restoring trust

With police continuing to navigate staff-
ing challenges, Olson said restoring the
community’s trust in law enforcement
and changing the narrative surrounding
the field are crucial.

“I think, honestly, it’s just that we as a
police culture always need to improve and

The first step to better hearing?

Schedule a hearing test with one
of our Doctors of Audiology.

920.267.4999

Oshkosh - 1820 W Pointe Dr
Appleton - W 3124 Van Roy Rd
Ripon - 835 Parkside St
Neenah - 1148 Westowne Dr

ERYE Fox Valley
% 8 Hearing
¥ Center, Inc.

do better and not be in a national spotlight
for any bad thing, because there’s about
800,000 police officers in America, and
if one does one bad thing, that makes all
800,000 of us look bad,” he said.

He added that in 2024, Neenah police
received a few minor complaints about
officers that were unfounded, but police
didn’t conduct any internal investigations
where an officer was suspended and sent
home, which is “very unusual”

“I think it’s because of how great our
culture is,” he said. “They don’t want to
let down their co-workers by doing some-
thing bad”

Olson believes the negative narrative
surrounding policing is starting to turn, as
public support for law enforcement begins
to rebound.

“Those big cities that were defunding
the police are now funding the police
again and needing more police,” he said.

As Olson reflected on his career, shaped
by an officer who once helped him, he
hopes to guide the next generation of law
enforcement professionals.

“The city of Neenah is a really great
place to live and work,” he said. “Our cul-
ture is, in my opinion, one of the best cul-
tures you can have in law enforcement.”

Joisw Uy, 0o
OPEN HOUSE

FEBRUARY 6, 2025
4:00 - 5:30PM

Visit our Adams Campus:
807 Adams St.
Neenah, W1 54956

‘Part of the
Wisconsin School
Choice Program

CURIOUS

ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS?

This is the perfect time to get a
tour, meet our teachers and ask
all the questions you'd like!

Learn more about us at
neenahlutheran.net

R, (920) 722-3051
N4 principal@neenahlutheran.net
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Ice fishing report

By Jim Nobbe
PayNE’s POINT HOOK & SPEAR FisHING CLUB

As of Sunday we were finding 15 to 18
inches of ice in the areas around Payne’s
Point on Lake Winnebago. Our tree line
is out S miles and
points toward Faro
Springs Road on the
east shore.

We have one main
north-south crack
that basically runs
along the west shore down the lake. We
have two truck bridges and one ATV
bridge on this crack that are marked with
Christmas trees drilled into the ice by
them. We also have an east-west crack
that runs from Wheeler Point (fresh air
camp) in an arc around the top part of the
lake and hits the east shore just north of
Faro Springs Road. There are a couple of

open holes along this crack. The biggest is
roughly 50 feet in diameter. Use extreme
caution around these holes. I found 15
inches of ice next to them.

Saturday morning there was a major
expansion of the ice due to the sun and
drastic temperature increase. A lot of
clubs around the lake had to move or re-
position their bridges after this happened.
There were many reports of houses shak-
ing from the ice moving,.

Until we get some snow, we will most
likely have more of these expansion and
contraction events of the ice; the snow in-
sulates the ice so it’s not affected as much
by the temperature changes. Seat belts off,
windows down and doors unlocked while
driving on the ice and one at a time on
the truck bridges. Don’t forget to support
your local fishing club and remember the
ice is never 100% safe.

Amcor announces technical school scholarship

Global packaging specialist Amcor has
established an Amcor Technical School
Scholarship Program for high school se-
niors or graduates seeking full-time under-
graduate study at an accredited two-year
college or vocational technical school.

Interested students can apply for a
scholarship at learnmore.scholarsapply.
org/amcortech.

Twenty $2,500 grants will be given each
academic year.

Applicants must be a high school senior

or graduate, reside in Wisconsin or one
of 14 other states where Amcor has oper-
ations, plan to enroll in full-time under-
graduate study at an accredited two-year
college or vocational technical school for
an academic year, be pursuing a certificate
or associate degree in an industrial-skilled
trade, and have a minimum grade point
average of 2.0.

Applications can be made through
March 6 and email amcor@scholarshipa-
merica.org for more information.

To advertise in the Neenah News,
call 920-385-4512

Brigade

FROM PAGE 1

long 125th anniversary celebration,
which is expected to include a variety of
events and gatherings.

“Program plans are still being final-
ized, but we do expect to bring a number
of groups together during the course of
this year to celebrate our 125th anni-
versary and to recommit ourselves to a
prosperous future for the Brigade going
forward,” he said.

The local Boys Brigade was formed Jan.
22, 1900, with 30 young men enrolled.
The Girls Brigade was formed in 1979
with 51 young women. In 1993, the orga-
nization unified to become the Boys and
Girls Brigade of Neenah-Menasha.

The Brigade serves children in grades
5-12 and is believed to be the oldest such
organization in the United States and
among the largest in the world. It pro-
vides opportunities for youth to partic-
ipate in physical activities, workshops,
hobby clubs, music and art programs,
guest speakers and group discussions.

“Brigade has been and continues to
be that unique third space where young
people can come when they arent in
school and aren’t at home, but need op-
portunities to experiment with different
experiences,” Benberg said.

One of the Brigade’s popular annual
events is the Christmas Giving program,
where staff and volunteers provide cloth-
ing, gift certificates, toiletries and gifts to
financially disadvantaged local families.

Beginning in 1908, the Brigade start-
ed hosting an annual summer camp for
youth in Waupaca on a six-acre island
located on the Chain O’Lakes. Origi-
nally called Juniper Island, S.F. Shattuck
purchased the site in 1911 and renamed
it “Onaway,” a Native American word for
“awake”

S.F. Shattuck, the son of Kimber-
ly-Clark founder Frank C. Shattuck, was
a businessman and philanthropist who
took on a leadership role with the Boys
Brigade in 1901 and continued support-
ing the organization throughout his life.

The newly formed Onaway Camping
Association became the stockholder
of the island in 1914 and the following
year the first permanent structures were
built. Thousands of youth have attended
Onaway in the years since.

The multistory downtown Brigade
building at 109 W. Columbian Ave. in-
cludes amenities for indoor rock climb-
ing, archery, karate, rifle shooting, art
spaces, a kitchen and woodshop. The
organization also offers hunter, boater,
snowmobile and ATV safety courses.

The building is situated at what was

previously the Danke Creamery prop-
erty. The Brigade purchased it in 1928
along with two 60-by-120-foot lots front-
ing on South Commercial Street and Co-
lumbian Avenue.

By the mid-1950s, the Brigade needed
more space and a new building was con-
structed at that L-shaped property. The
former creamery building was retained
but underwent a facelift to make room
for the enlarged quarters. The 1956 ad-
dition was designed to accommodate a
third floor constructed in 1960. A new
32,000-square-foot addition was com-
pleted in 1970.

With the original structure more than
75 years old, it is in need of improve-
ments. The Brigade recently finished
phase one of the building refresh, which
included the first- and second-floor lob-
bies, recreation room and main gymna-
sium, which have all been upgraded over
the past several months.

“We have an aging downtown facility,
and with that comes some known and oc-
casionally unexpected challenges, but we
need dollars to take on the projects that
we are aware of,” Benberg said. “We want
to refresh program spaces so the user ex-
perience for our members and our volun-
teers is better, for example. We need to do
some things around technology to make
our operating environment a little more
efficient and modern.”

Rather than launching a traditional
capital campaign, the Brigade is taking
a more flexible, donor-driven approach.
Individuals and companies with a partic-
ular interest in certain program areas will
be invited to make targeted investments
in those spaces.

“We just got a significant investment
from a new partner in Festival Foods to
significantly upgrade one of our kitch-
ens,” he said. “We're super excited about
that, and that’s a space that gets an awful
lot of usership”

The Brigade, which receives about
5% of its funding from United Way, is
primarily supported by self-generated
sources such as community donations
and fundraising events like the holiday
wreath sale started in 1956 that still takes
place each year.

As Benberg reflected on the Brigade’s
history and future, he encouraged locals
to take a tour of the facility to better un-
derstand the impact the organization has
on young lives.

“The combination of kids being able to
come have fun with their friends, do cool
things and have caring, adult mentors
with them consistently; it’s just a great,
proven combination,” he said. “It’s what
we do and it works for changing the lives
of kids that we serve, and, by extension,
providing value to their families.”

SPECIAL IN-STORE PRICING
ON SELECT MODELS

WE SERVICE MOST MAKES

SINCE 1988
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Prep sports roundup

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Klesmit reaches scoring
milestone for Rockets

Rowan Klesmit scored 16 points and
moved past the 1,000-career point mile-
stone as Neenah fell to top-ranked Kim-
berly, 75-438, last Friday.

Klesmit, who is averaging nearly 15
points per game, entered the season with
862 points and reached the benchmark
with a free throw against the Papermakers.
She finished the game with 1,009 career
points. She is the fourth player in school
history to reach the milestone.

Celia Gentile and Ellie Buss each
chipped in six points.

On Tuesday night, Buss knocked down
seven 3-pointers and finished with a ca-
reer-high 30 points to lead the Rockets to
a74-57 win over Fond du Lac.

Buss was 7-of-10 from 3-point range in
the game and knocked down all three of
her free throw attempts. She also picked
up five rebounds in the win.

Klesmit added 17 points and Jillian
Matheny finished with six points.

Neenah jumped to a 44-31 lead at half-
time and then cruised in the second half.

Zephyrs continue
winning ways

St. Mary Catholic built a 47-14 halftime
lead and then held Mishicot to just six
points after halftime in rolling to a 65-20
win in a Big East North game last Friday.

Autumn Crowe led the way for St
Mary Catholic with 17 points, while Em-
ily Vogel and Lauren Ripley each finished

with 15 points. Nolie Anderson had nine
points and a team-high eight rebounds in

the win.

The Zephyrs followed up that win with
an 88-64 thumping of Kohler on Tuesday
behind 28 points and eight rebounds from
Vogel.

Crowe added 17 points, while Ripley
and Lucy Norville each added 10 for the
Zephyrs, who notched their season-high
point total in the win.

BOYS HOCKEY

Laabs registers hat trick

in win over Appleton

Ty Laabs tallied a hat trick and finished
with five points overall as the Neenah/
Hortonville/Menasha hockey team col-
lected a 10-1 win over Appleton United
last Thursday.

Mark Sutton and Keegan Krueger each
added a pair of goals in the win, while Car-
tyr Simonson, Calvin Zinda and Cole Ro-
thermel each picked up a goal as well.

Calvin Zinda led the team with five as-
sists, while Macsen Selch had three assists
and Preston Liedke and Cooper Zinda
each had two.

Owen Debbert stopped 11 of the 12
shots he faced to earn the win in goal for
the Rockets, who built a 4-0 lead after the
first period and led 6-1 heading into the
third period.

On Tuesday, the Rockets dropped a
heartbreaking 5-4 overtime decision to
top-ranked Stevens Point.

Goals by Sutton and Laabs staked Neen-
ah/Hortonville/Menasha to a 2-0 lead af-
ter the first period, while a Calvin Zinda
goal nearly 12 minutes into the third peri-
od tied the game at 3.

After Stevens Point surged back ahead,
Cooper Zinda scored a power play goal in

the final minute of regulation to even the
game at 4 and send the contest into over-
time.

The Panthers scored 45 seconds into the
extra session to claim the win.

Sutton, Labs, Calvin Zinda and Simon-
son all picked up assists in the game for
the Rockets, while Debbert registered 27

saves.

SWIMMING

Rockets swim past
Appleton West-Kimberly

Drew Gaerthofner and Burke Wendell
each won two individual events and the
Rockets knocked off Appleton West-Kim-
berly, 100-76, in a Fox Valley Association
dual meet last week.

Gaerthofner finished first in the 200-
yard individual medley and the 100-yard
breaststroke, while Wendell tied for first
in the 50-yard freestyle and then won the
500-yard freestyle with teammate Ryker
Zarda taking second.

Tanner Trustem added a victory in the
100-yard freestyle, while also taking sec-

920-312-6616

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

ond in the 100-yard backstroke. Julian
Kuehn picked up second places in the 200-
yard freestyle and the 100-yard butterfly.

Neenah also took first in the 200-yard
medley relay with a team of Gaerthofner,
Trustem, Kuehn and Wendell, while the
foursome of Kuehn, Joshua Youngwerth,
Zarda and Gaerthofner finished first in the
200-yard freestyle relay.

The Rockets also dominated Oshkosh
North/Lourdes in a dual meet Tuesday,
winning 129-51.

Neenah swept the top three places in
three different events in the win. In the 50-
yard freestyle, Gaerthofner, Benner and
Crawford Pfeifle were the Rocket finishes,
while Youngwerth, Austin Pierstorff and
Seth Johnson grabbed the top three spots
in the 100-yard freestyle.

In the 100-yard backstroke, Kuehn,
Wendell and Pierstorff finished first, sec-
ond and third, respectively.

Kuehn and Trustem added a 1-2 finish
in the 200-yard freestyle, while Wendell
and Youngwerth in the 200-yard individ-

See Prep roundup on Pace 11

No job too small or

large! Now Offering

10, 20, and 30 yard
dumpsters.

Call for rates and
availability.

Locally Owned & Operated
Neenah, WI

SAVE 457 OR MORE
2.99

Jiffy®
Easy Grow Greenhouse
Kit L 250 373

wD-40°

12 oz. Lubricant with
Smart Straw H 178 413

BARGAINS or THE MONTH'

SAVE 30% OR MORE
3.99

ScotchBlue™
0.94 in. x 60 yd.
Original Multi-Surface
Painter’s Tape P 865 337

SAVE 30% OR MORE

YOUR CHOICE

GE®

HD LED Bulbs

4-pk. 8.5W or 5.5W
A19 Relax or Refresh

SAVE 30% OR MORE
8.99

Purdy®

3-pk. White Dove™ 9
x 3/8 in. Nap Roller
Covers P 559 206

E 118 528, 529; 248 164, 165

SAVE 25% OR MORE
24.99

Rubbermaid®

32 gal. Roughneck™
Trash CanW 133 884

SAVE 20% OR MORE
35.99

DeWALT®
34 pc. SAE/Metric
Socket Set R 202 751
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Senior Standout is Erougﬁt to you Ey:

Kuehn uses size to his advantage in swimming pool

By Steve Clark
NEeeNAH NEwWS

Neenah High School senior Julian
Kuehn hopes to reach some pretty lofty
goals at the end of this swimming season.

He certainly has the wingspan to help
him get there.

The 6-foot, 4-inch Kuehn uses his size
to his advantage in flying up and down
the length of the pool, specializing in the
sprint freestyle events for the powerhouse
Rocket squad.

“I've always been tall,” Kuehn said be-
fore a practice earlier this week. “Because
I'm so tall, I have a lot longer reach and
can pull more water. It also means I'm tak-
ing less strokes.”

Senior Standout

Kuehn said he usually needs roughly
10 strokes to finish a length of the pool in
the freestyle, while shorter swimmers may
need as many as 18.

His frame and reach also helps closing
out races as his length makes it easier to
reach for the wall to finish a race.

“I can usually get my hand in there first,”
Kuehn said. “How well you can sneak your
hand to the wall before the other person
makes a difference.”

Kuehn’s height may be an asset, but he
has certainly worked on his craft in the
pool since his freshman season with the
Rockets.

One of the steps he has taken this year
to swim faster has to do with his breath-
ing, especially in the 50-yard races.

“Whenever you take a breath, it slows
down your stroke so I just started do-

Neenah News

Julian Kuehn has swam on Neenah relays in the past two state swim meets but hopes to advance as an individual for this year’s event.

ing my 50-yard freestyle with no breath,”
Kuehn said. “That’s something new for
me this year and it’s been really successful,
and I have been going a lot faster.”

Kuehn has been turning out times in the
50-yard and 100-yard freestyle races — the
events that he considers to be his best —
that he’s focused on swimming as an indi-
vidual at the state meet later this winter in
Waukesha.

Kuehn narrowly missed qualifying in
the 100-yard freestyle last season but
wants to be sure he is swimming as an
individual at the state meet in his senior
season.

“It just means a lot more to me,” Kuehn
said about making it to state in an indi-
vidual event. “I've already got the times
that made it to state last year so I am re-
ally hoping to get down there and prove

myself”

Kuehn does have experience swimming
at state meets, but only as a part of Rocket
relay teams.

As a sophomore, Kuehn was a mem-
ber of Neenah’s state-qualifying 200-yard
freestyle relay team, while last year he was
a part of all three relays that competed at

See Senior Standout on Pace 11

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to include your business in the Business Services Directory

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

ax
ellness

Pain Relief

Chronic nerve pain,numbness,
or neuropathy?

Go Beyond Pain Management
Aim for Remission

Calmare Scrambler Therapy

Free Phone Consultation

920-306-4727

3042 Oregon St. Oshkosh
maxwellnesspainrelief.com

GET YOUR
PHONE TO

Rwe Ring

o= RING
R

NG

By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616

or email
advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com

LAWN EQUIPMENT

M Pick-up & Delivery
Available

EI) GRAVELY

Husqgvarna

——SINCE 1988 —— - Murder Mystery Dinners
- Football Tailgates
M Sales - Christmas Parties
N - Craft & Wine Nights
M Service

- Birthday Parties
- Party in a Box Rentals

I'd love to hear your
ideas about your next
celebration and help
you bring your vision
to life!

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

- Affordable
Care Act

- Medicare
- Travel

Anchor Health and
Medicare Masters, LLC

920-882-1307 | medicaremasters.com
1500 N Casaloma Dr #411
Appleton, WI 54913

HEALTH, LIFE & TRAVEL INSURANCE

Never a feel

CELEBRATION EXTRAORDINAIRE B

Take the stress out of your next
celebration! Whimsical Celebrations is R

experienced in planning the most special
events so you can enjoy the day.

whimsicalcelebrationsllc@gmail.com

GET YOUR
PHONE TO

Rwe
(

IN¢
-RiNG
Ring

By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616

or email
advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Gutter Helmet never
clean your gutters
again. Lifetime
transferable warranty.

Installs over new or existing gutters. Most
trusted brand for 40 plus years. Over 60
million feet installed. Financing Available.

Oshkosh to Milwaukee, Madison and Fond du Lac

Call

920.232.5600

www.WrightwayBuilt.com
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ual medley and Gaerthfioner and Trustem
in the 500-yard freestyle also finished first
and second, respectively.

Zarda added a win in the 100-yard but-
terfly and a second place in the 100-yard
breaststroke.

Neenah also swept the top two places in
all three relays to collect the win.

BOYS WRESTLING

Koch, Herm claim titles

at Highlander invite

Declan Koch and Jacob Herm each
went 5-0 and captured individual titles at
the Highlander Invitational last Friday.

Koch registered two pins on the way to
winning the 157-pound title. He topped
Union Grove’s Cole Dummer, 7-1, in the
title match.

Herm racked up four first-period pins
and posted a 19-4 technical fall in the
first period for his five wins to take the
165-pound title. He beat previously un-
beaten Jacob Kidder of Hartford in the
finals, pinning him in 1:43.

Landen Sheppard (150) went 3-1 with
two pins to finish third, while Kaden Roth
(190) finished seventh and Khalid Wil-
liams (215) placed ninth.

GIRLS WRESTLING

Rockets collect wins over
Wildcats, Papermakers

Neenah won a pair of dual meets at a
triangular meet in Kimberly on Tuesday.
The Rockets took down the host Paper-

makers 42-24 and then blanked Oshkosh
West, 60-0, winning all five contested
matches.

Kyle Kurszewski (120), Amari Rich-
ard (126) and Lluvia Carrillo (185) each
notched pins against the Wildcats, while
Maya Ives (107) and Julia Rangel (132)
also posted victories.

In the victory over Kimberly, Neenah
got pins from Jenson Kurszewski (138)
and Mackenzie Kujawa (165).

BOYS BASKETBALL

Rockets roll in first half
to beat Kimberly

Neenah jumped out to a 23-point half-
time lead and had four players finish in
double figures in taking down Kimberly
67-48 on the road last Friday.

The Rockets held the Papermakers to
just 12 points in the first half in building
the halftime advantage.

Nick Schultz led the Rockets with 17
points and seven assists, while Luke Jung
added 16 points. Mason Fleese and Roan
Koeper each had 10 points, while Koeper
led the team with eight rebounds.

Neenah had its four-game winning
streak halted on Tuesday night in a 57-48
loss at home to Fond du Lac.

The 48 points was the lowest scoring
output in an FVA game this season and
second-lowest point total overall.

Jung led the Rockets with 25 points,
while Koeper also reached double figures
with 10 points.

Big first half carries
Zephyrs to triumph

St. Mary Catholic erupted for S5 first-
half points and rolled to an 85-41 win over

Senior Standout

FrROM PaGe 10

the state meet.

Kuehn swam the freestyle leg of the
200-yard medley relay team last year that
finished eighth at state and set a school
record late in the season. This year that
group — which includes Drew Gaerthof-
ner, Tanner Trustem and Burke Wendell
and has Kuehn swimming the butterfly leg
—has been going even faster and should be
in contention for a podium finish.

“It’s fun building really fast relays and
we have some really good guys,” Kuehn
said. “It’s not really different (swimming
the butterfly). Being super tall, I can just
sort of muscle through it. I don’t really
have the best form, but I can reach super
far and pull a lot of water.”

Swimming isn’t the only sport Kuehn
has excelled in at Neenah.

Kuehn was a three-year varsity per-
former for the Rockets” boys volleyball
team and earned first-team all-Fox Valley
Association honors as an outside hitter
last fall.

Just as in swimming, Kuehn’s size was
definitely an asset as he pounded spikes
down on opponents in what was one of
the most successful seasons for Neenah.

“It’s so fun (hitting a big spike). Ev-
eryone gets super excited when you put
one away,” said Kuehn, who finished
with 222 kills this season. “The four
years I've been in high school, it’s really
been about making a name for ourselves
as a program and I think this year was
our breakthrough year. The team is full
of people committed to the sport now
and it was great being a part of being
successful as a team.”

Although Kuehn has enjoyed success
at the high school level in two different
sports, he doesn’t plan to continue either
competitively in college.

Instead, he has found a different sport to
fill the void.

Kuehn plans to attend the University
of Wisconsin where he will compete with
the Badgers’ highly touted rowing team.
It’s a sport that he may not have much ex-
perience in but is looking forward to the
challenges it brings.

“I did the rowing in the weight room
for workouts but that was about all  knew
aboutit,” Kuehn said. “They recruit alot of
swimmers — tall people, good endurance,
guys who like to work really hard. I went
down there and stayed with them for a few
days in the summer to train with them and
they said they wanted me on the team.”

The summer experience with the Bad-
ger rowers convinced Kuehn to go away
from the collegiate swimming options he
had and he’s looking forward to the op-
portunity to learn and develop with the
team.

“The team looks super fun, similar to
what we have here,” Kuehn said. “It’s a
great group of guys who like to work hard
and have fun.”

Not that Kuehn is going to turn his back
on swimming.

He plans to continue to get work in in
the pool after his high school career ends
in order to keep up his endurance.

“I have plans to compete in triathlons
and I would really like to do an Ironman
— that has been a lifelong goal of mine,”
Kuehn said. “There are also some open
water races that I think would be really
fun”

Kuehn certainly has his mind set on
future goals and making those type of
plans is something he attributes to being
involved in high school athletics.

“Sports has taught me to be constantly
setting goals and working toward them,”
Kuehn said. “My dad would always say to
never being satisfied and trust the process.
When you reach a goal, then set a new

»

one.

Mishicot last Thursday in Big East north
action.

Mason Wagner scored 19 points to
lead four players in double figures for the
Zephyrs.

Tarver Trinkner added 16 points with
Luke Fairweather and Preston Fields
each finishing with 11 points. Fields also
chipped in eight assists and four steals.

The Zephyrs hit 11 3-pointers in the
win and finished 8-of-9 from the free-

throw line.

St. Mary Catholic couldn’t keep the mo-
mentum going from the win, though, as it
tell 790-66 to Kohler on Tuesday.

The Zephyrs outscored the Blue Bomb-
ers 44-39 in the second half but couldn’t
overcome an 18-point halftime deficit.

Mason Uhlenbrauck poured in 21
points for St. Mary Catholic, while Fields
finished with 16 points and Trinkner add-
ed 13.

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

For Sale

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS $675!AKC
YELLOW/BLACK LAB PUPS $800! GOLDEN LAB
PUPS $400! Call 715-671-3092 (#267331) 2/3

AKCYELLOW BLACK LAB PUPS AND AKC
GOLDEN RETREIVER PUPS $800. ALSO GOLDEN
RETREIVER CROSS. $500 CALL 715-671-3092
(#267331) 1/27

BERNE DOODLE PUPS! Shots Vet Ck'd
$1000 No Sunday Calls. 715-409-3321
(#495932)1/27

CAVAPOO PUPS. Shots, Dews, Wormed

Vet Ck'd Health Guaranteed $500 Call

715-470-0458 No Text (#509642) 1/20
amnw

CAVASHAN POODLE CROSS PUPS! Shots DEW
Cute $600 715-669-3356 Thorp! (1/27)

MOYANDOODLE PUPS! $700 Shots/
Worm/Vet ck'd, can deliver 715-255-2661
(#269146)1/20sm

REGISTERD CAVALIER KING CHARLES PUPS.
Shots, Dews, Vet Ck'd Ready NOW Can deliver
$700 Call 715-470-0458 (#509642) 1/27
amsm

WELCH CORGI PUPS! Vet Ck'd Dewormed
1% shots $500 Well socialized with Kids
call 715-745-6018 (1/27)y

YORKI POO & HAVAPOO PUPPIES! DEW,
Vet Ck'd and Shots. Tri Color Chocolate
715-937-9425 (1/27)

Miscellaneous

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES-AT-
VS-WATERCRAFT 920-850-9299
Local Dealer Pickup

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term contract, no

hidden fees and activation is free. All

plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-748-6332

Rummage and Collectables Sale: Every Satur-
day 10am-6pm, Every Sunday 11am — 6pm.
1930 West College Avenue, Appleton.

Legal Notices

NOTICE OF CLAIMS
DEADLINE

IN THE MATTER OF THE

ANNA C. KLIMES REVOCA-
BLE TRUST AGREEMENT
DATED JULY 1, 2011

Anna C. Klimes, whose date
of birth was August 20, 1927,
died on December 22, 2024.
Pursuant to §701.0508 of the
Wisconsin Statutes, notice is
hereby given that the deadline
for filing claims for payment of
the debts of Anna C. Klimes
with the Trustee of the above
trust is on or before May 31,
2025. The name and address
of the Trustee is:

Janice Michel

W6366 Moon Shadow Drive,
#6 Greenville, WI 54942
Dated this 22nd day of Janu-
ary, 2025.

Janice Michel, Trustee
Runs: Jan. 31, 2025, Feb. 7,
2025 and Feb. 14, 2025

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT
WINNEBAGO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
NAME CHANGE OF:
Antonio Esteban Boils

Notice and Order for Name
Change Hearing
Case No. 2025CVv000083

NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:

From: Antonio Esteban Boils
To: Tyler Anthony St. James
Birth Certificate: Antonio Este-
ban Boils

IT IS ORDERED:

This Petition will be heard in
the Circuit Court of Winnebago
County, State of Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Hon. Michael
S. Gibbs

Place: 415 Jackson St. Room
211, Oshkosh, WI 54901

Date: March 3, 2025

Time: 10:00 am

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a
disability to participate in the
court process, please call 920-
236-4868 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

Notice of this hearing shall be
given by publication as a Class
3 notice for three (3) weeks in
a row prior to the date of the
hearing in the Neenah News

a newspaper published in
Winnebago County, State of
Wisconsin.

BY THE COURT:

DATE SIGNED: January 24,
2025

/sl Hon. Michael S. Gibbs
Winnebago County Circuit
Court Judge, Branch IV
Runs: January 31, 2025, Feb-
ruary 7, 2025 and February
14, 2025

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,
SHEBOYGAN COUNTY

Amended Summons and
Complaint (Small Claims)
Case No. 25SC0001

FIVE POINT DEFENSIVE
ARTS LLC

1924B CALUMET DRIVE
SHEBOYGAN WI 53081
Plaintiff,

V.

STEVEN W. MIER

375 S. GREEN BAY RD,
ROOM# 25

NEENAH WI 54956
Defendant.

Amended Publication Sum-
mons and Complaint

To the Defendant(s):

You are being sued as
described on the attached com-
plaint. If you wish to dispute
this matter:

You must file a written answer
and provide a copy to the
plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney
on or before the date and time
stated.

When to Appear/File an
Answer: February 25, 2025 at
8:30 am.

Place to Appear/File an An-
swer: CLERK OF COURTS,
615 N 6™ Street, Sheboygan
WI 53081.

If you do not appear or answer,
the plaintiff may win this case
and a judgment entered for
what the plaintiff is asking.

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a
disability to participate in the
court process, please call prior
to the scheduled court date.
Please note that the court does
not provide transportation.

Dated this 23rd day of January,
2025.

By: /s/ Steven De Spain
Steven De Spain

1435 Georgia Avenue
Sheboygan, WI 53081

(920) 395-2992

Runs January 31, 2025,
February 7, 2025 and February
14, 2025

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT
WINNEBAGO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
NAME CHANGE OF:

Miles Eddison Gahl
By (Petitioner): Miles Eddi-
son Gahl

Notice and Order for Name
Change Hearing
Case No. 2025CV000012

NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:

From: Miles Eddison Gahl

To: Beaslebub Iris Gahl

Birth Certificate: Miles Eddison
Gahl

IT IS ORDERED:

This Petition will be heard in
the Circuit Court of Winnebago
County, State of Wisconsin:

Judge’s Name: Hon. Michael
D. Rust

Place: 415 Jackson St. Osh-
kosh, WI 5490, Room 410
Date: February 14, 2025
Time: 10:30 am

If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a
disability to participate in the
court process, please call 920-
236-4811 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note
that the court does not provide
transportation.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

Notice of this hearing shall be
given by publication as a Class
3 notice for three (3) weeks in
a row prior to the date of the
hearing in the Neenah News

a newspaper published in
Winnebago County, State of
Wisconsin.

BY THE COURT:

DATE SIGNED: January 6,
2025

/sl Hon. Michael D. Rust
Winnebago County Circuit
Court Judge, Branch |

Runs: January 31, 2025, Feb-
ruary 7, 2025 and February
14, 2025

WNAXLP
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fies; Wid ScooP.

An overnight snowstorm is big news in Deersprings Valley.

Scarlett Squirrel and her team of reporters at The Treetop

Tribune have to separate FACT from OPINION to tell the
story. And they need some help from YOU to do so!

Reporter’s Notes

THe Treetop Tribune

www.kidscoop.com

A FACT is something that can be
proven true. An OPINION is how
someone feels about something.

Roscoe Rabbit is a new reporter at the Treetop
Tribune. He made a list of facts about the big
storm in his reporter’s notebook, butis he
correct? Circle the FACTS in green crayon.
Underline the OPINIONS in red crayon.

2 2 2 2 2 8 2 2 4 2 2
OO DD

The heavy snowfall caused

several tree branches to break.

The sound of the howling wind
was scary.

Chuck Chipmunk’s family had

to seek shelter in a different tree
when their nook started filling
withice.

The storm brought four feet of

A survey isaway to

GHT STORM LEAVES
9’XEI|.‘£IYI COVERED IN SNOW

By Roscoe Rabbit, Staff Reporter

DEERSPRINGS VALLEY — An
overnight winter storm brought
frigid temperatures to the valley
Jast night. A low temperature of 4
degrees Fahrenheit was recorded
by Oswald Owl at 3:35 am.

Icicles in the entry way of the
Chipmunk family caused them to
seek shelter in a neighboring tree.

“It was the scariest storr‘rgl ever,’
said Chuck Chipmunk. “The

The storm blew in from central
Canada and knocked out power
in the town of Riversburg for
several hours. But by 10:00 am.,
winds had stopped and sunshine
was slowly returning to the
valley.

Once the storm ended, a team

of woodpeckers began 0 chip
away at the icicles covering the
Chipmunk family’s doorway,
and the family was able to move

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol.41,No.9

. i ir tree before
snow and temperatures fell to winds sounded like an angry. ?}?gﬁé‘ﬁ{“e in their
4 degrees Fahrenheit. howling wolf!

The deep snow looked WHO:
beautiful in the morning. JUSt the Fa CtS
Scarlletf;| knows hov¥ important T) |Is WHAT:
q to include as many facts as possible
There V_ll“ "e‘!e_’ be another in a news story. These fac(s give WHERE:
storm like this in the Valley. readers more understanding of :
what happened and why.
Parts of Critter Creek were Look at this article about the storm RRHER.
frozen solid by 3:30 a.m. Does it tell WHO, WHAT, WHEN,
WHERE and WHY? WHY:
Take a Survey

gather opinions about

something. °

¢ Fact Finder
Ask your friends and Find three facts and
family memberswhich three opinionsin the
of these veggiesthey newspaper. Have three

like best. Complete the

friends take turns

graph by coloringina

deciding which

square each time
someone selects that

statements are facts
and which are

vegetable. Share your POTATOES

findingswith everyone _L G5 .
who took the survey. . —

Deliver the Treetop Tribune to
Oswad Owl’s home.

e lne
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<

Treetop Tnibune
<3N\

TOMATOES

@ A8 22

opinions. Each correct
answer earns 1 point.

CELERY | BROCCOLI |GREEN BEANS

Standards Link: Students
correctly identify the differences
between fact and opinion.

Find the words by looking up,
BLEW down, backwards, forwards,
BREAK sideways and diagonally.
FACTS A FYWLUCI WTM
FRIGID
ICE QBAJI RV MRDO
LOW DLMCRNYVYOTEP
OPINION I BEY TMTWE I
SEEK GRWXWSEE KN
SNOW I EGO J I S L R I
STORM
TREE RAYV QL Y NDBWO
VALLEY FKABI FODUN
WIND VALLEYWJPS
WINTER
WOLF e o S oo TR i e e

@_ Kid Scoop Together
Missing Words

Replace the missing words to complete the article below.

TEVENT [CORRECT) [NAMED |

Early inthe every February
2, atention turns to Gobbler’s Knob,

Pennsylvania, and a groundhog
Punxsutawney Phil.

Legend states that if Phil sees his shadow

when coming out of his

it means he predicts six more weeks of

wintery .Butif he

doesn’t see his shadow, it means Phil

predicts an early spring, according to
the legend.

Itsabig that began in the

late 1800s and gets lots of

in the news.

Phil’s predictions are not always
. But that’s okay,
becauseit’s all in the spirit of fun.

A group of people called the”Inner
Circle’ dress up in long black coats and
top hats for the big Groundhog Day
announcement of Phil’s prediction. The
president of the Inner Circleissaid to
speak groundhogese and isthe only one

who can what Phil says.

FREE DOWNLOAD:
Kid Scoop Teacher Ackwubj Pack

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school!
Get your free sample today at:

kidscoop.com/activity-pages/

Write On!
What's Your Scoop?

Write a sentence or short paragraph
that tells the who, what, where and
when about news at your school.

Top § reasons to su

o Stay Connected to Local News and Events: Local newspapers provide coverage of communibty-specific
news, events, and issues that larger media outlets often overloolk, keeping you informed about what's

happening i your area.

Loco\tij.

challenges.

traditions, and unique perspectives that conkri
* Build a Sense of Community: Supporting yo

providing a platform for discussion, celebrating shared successes, and addressing collective

Thank you

ort YOUR Llocal communily newspaper:

° Support Local Journalism: By supporting Neenah News with a membershi
Lhdepemdehk Journalism thal holds local goveriments, businesses, and organizations accountable.
Promote Local Businesses: Community newspapers often feature advertisements, Frofites, and stories
about Local businesses, fostering a stionger Local economy and encouraging residents to shop

Local news afers highlight community stories, achievements,
gu e to the area’s identity and cultural heritage.
ur local newspaper strengthens communit
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Join online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/, calling 920-486-1616

or stopping at or mailing a $50 annual membership to Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. #0908, Neenah WI 54956




BRIDGEWOOD RESORT HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER C/)
FOX VALLEY'S PREMIER WEDDING & EVENT DESTINATION

All-inclusive
destination

Experienced Sales
Manager

133 guest rooms
on-site

RESORT WEDDING

Convenlently
located off

Interstate 41 in
the heart of
the Valley

R _

N_LIMITED TIME OFFER!

EXPIRES 05.30.25

The only resort hotel in the Fox Cities featuring
our grand ballroom accommodating up to 450
guests and a charming wedding room for up to

1oo. Enjoy versatile indoor and outdoor ceremony

Redeem thiS coupon after your cour locations, perfect for your special day.

for a FREE bottle of wine & a $50.00
coupon to Batley’s Grill & Bar!

Families will love the wide range of amenities,
including an on-site restaurant, pickleball courts,
mini golf, a playground, an aquatic fun center, an

arcade, and so much more. Park and Play!

Schedule your tour today by Caﬂing e
bridgewoodweddings.com Q <,

(920) 720-8000 C
& O

Slauer@bwneena}l.com -
L — — — — — — — — — — — J /' WEI)I)IN(S ~

(920)967-4350 x5036 or email:

________1
________J

slauer@bwneenah.com
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Tradition mixed with innovation fuel wedding trends

Weddings in 2025 have em-
braced both tradition and
innovation, with couples in-
corporating fresh trends and
personalized elements into their
ceremonies. Here are a few new-
er features:

1. Eco-Friendly and Sustain-
able Elements

Sustainable Decor: Using
biodegradable, upcycled, or
rented decor. Living walls, pot-
ted plants, and reusable floral
arrangements are popular.

Eco-conscious Attire: Dress-
es and suits made from sustain-
able materials or rented instead
of purchased.

Digital Invitations: Couples
are opting for e-invites and wed-

ding websites to reduce paper
waste.

2. Interactive Guest Experi-
ences

Live-Streaming the Ceremo-
ny: Incorporating high-quality
live streams for guests who can’t
attend in person.

Personalized Guest Gifts:
QR codes at each table leading
to custom thank-you videos or
shared memories.

On-Site Activities: Options
like live painting, DIY cocktail
stations, or even augmented
reality photo booths.

3. Cultural and Personal
Blending
Fusion Ceremonies: Blend-

ing traditions and rituals from
multiple cultures or faiths.

Custom Vows with AT As-
sistance: Couples are using Al
tools to help craft meaningful
and unique vows.

4. Technology Integration

Drones for Photography and
Videography: Capturing aerial
shots and dynamic videos.

AR Invitations: Invitations
with augmented reality features
that come to life when scanned.

Smart Wedding Rings: Rings
embedded with chips that can
store special messages or con-
nect to apps.

5. Food and Beverage Inno-
vations

Grazing Tables with a Twist:
Incorporating interactive ele-
ments like fondue or build-your-
own dessert stations.

Customized Menus: Al-as-
sisted menu planning for dietary
preferences and sustainability.

Cocktail Robots: Bartending
robots mixing drinks on de-
mand.

6. Personalized Timelines

Non-Traditional Formats:
Hosting brunch weddings,
weekday ceremonies, or eve-
ning-only celebrations.

Extended Celebrations:
Multi-day weddings with
themed events spanning a week-
end.

Wedding invitation protocol continues to evolve

Over the past two decades,
wedding invitation protocol has
undergone significant changes,
reflecting evolving social norms,
technology, and environmental
awareness. In the 2000s, formal,
printed invitations were the gold
standard. Couples meticulously
selected premium cardstock, el-

egant calligraphy, and traditional
designs, often accompanied by
RSVP cards and multiple in-
serts. The process was as much
about tradition as it was about
setting the tone for the event.
Fast forward to today, and the
approach to wedding invitations
has diversified. While traditional

Competitive Loan Rates Including

» Auto and Recreational Loans
* Rapid Cash Loans

* Credit Cards

Rewards Checking

+ Online Account Access

* Debit Cards

Online Banking & Mobile App
« Bill-Pay

* Remote Deposit

Share Saving Certificates

S
Ripple

CREDIT UNION
Small Waves. Big Possibilities.

Congratulations On
The Beginning Of A
Wonderful Journey!

LET US BE YOUR FINANCIAL PARTNER AS YOU
GROW INTO THIS NEW LIFE. SEE US FOR:

» Mortgages, and Home Equity Line of Credit

429 N. Sawyer St.
Oshkosh, WI 54902

P: 920.233.1140
F: 920.426.1151

printed invitations remain popu-
lar, digital invitations and hybrid
approaches have gained signif-
icant traction. Platforms like
Paperless Post and Evite allow
couples to send beautifully de-
signed digital invitations, often
complete with RSVP tracking
and event updates. These op-

tions are not only cost-effective
but also eco-friendly, aligning
with growing concerns about
sustainability.

Social media and wedding
websites have also transformed
how information is shared. Cou-
ples now create personalized

See Invitations oN Pace 4

Spring Fling !
WEDDING FLEA MARKET

Sunday April 13,12 pm - 2pm
VIP ACCESS AT 11 AM

Yercdlors

@)
6(11‘(3/‘6/%9

LBare SIrvzes

(///e(/(/[/g( s at VENUE 404
Véﬁ{‘ge/f({é/e e (ﬂiﬁ}/‘(/(lé/e

N
C >/€ (/(mf

Spacious Bride and Groom Suites
1927 Bank Vault Cocktail Lounge

SCHEDULE

ATOUR TODAY

Venue 404.com
920.573.2945 404 N MAIN ST, OSHKOSH
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Exploring Wedding Venues: Options for Every Budget

Planning a wedding is one of
life’s most exciting adventures,
but it can also be challenging
to find the perfect venue that
tits your style and budget.
Fortunately, our area offers
a diverse range of wedding
venues, from intimate town
halls to luxurious ballrooms
and even a unique riverboat
experience. Here’s a closer look
at four standout options in
the area that cater to different
budget ranges.

Town Halls: Charming and
Affordable

For couples seeking an afford-
able yet charming venue, town
halls in Oshkosh provide an
excellent option. These spaces
offer a simple setting, perfect
for intimate ceremonies or
receptions with close family and
friends. Notable benefits include
affordable rental fees and the
ability to customize the space to
reflect your personality. Many
town halls also come equipped
with basic amenities, such as
tables, chairs, and kitchen fa-
cilities, which can help reduce
overall costs.

Gibson Social Hall and Ven-
ue 404 in Oshkosh: Historic
and Timeless

For those who appreciate
history and timeless elegance,
Gibson Social Hall or Venue
404 are exceptional choices.
These historic venues, with
beautifully restored architec-
ture and vintage charm, pro-
vide a unique backdrop for
weddings. The hall’s spacious
interior can accommodate
both large and small gather-
ings, and its rich history adds
an element of storytelling to
your special day. The central
location in downtown Osh-
kosh of these venues make
either a convenient option for
out-of-town guests.

City Park Facilities in Win-
nebago County: Scenic and
Versatile

For an outdoor wedding with
a natural backdrop, renting city
park facilities in Winnebago
County can be an excellent
choice. Parks in the area offer
scenic settings with lush green-
ery, picturesque views, and
open spaces perfect for both

N
Coitirio)

EVENTS

wedding + corporate

ceremonies and receptions.
Many park facilities provide
pavilions, picnic tables, and
even indoor spaces for backup
in case of inclement weather.
These venues are often bud-
get-friendly, allowing couples
to allocate more of their budget
toward decorations, catering, or
entertainment. Popular parks
in the county include spaces
along the Fox River and Lake
Winnebago, offering a serene
and memorable setting for your
special day.

Winkler’s Westward Ho in
Oshkosh, WI: Cozy and Bud-
get-Friendly

For couples searching for a
budget-friendly yet cozy venue,
Winkler’s Westward Ho in Os-
hkosh offers a fantastic option.
This local restaurant and bar
features banquet facilities that are
perfect for hosting weddings on a
smaller scale. Known for its warm
and welcoming atmosphere,
Winkler’s provides excellent food
and drink options at reasonable
prices. The staff is experienced in
hosting events and works closely
with couples to ensure a seamless

Your
floral design,
event styling

+
décor rental

specialists

DIY or
FULL SERVICE

experience. This venue is ideal
for those who want a relaxed and
intimate celebration without
stretching their budget.

The Ballroom at Premier
Best Western in Neenah: Ele-
gant and Sophisticated

If you're dreaming of a more
formal and sophisticated
wedding, the ballroom at the
Premier Best Western in Neen-
ah is an excellent choice. This
venue boasts a luxurious am-
biance with its modern decor,
sparkling chandeliers, and spa-
cious layout. The ballroom can
accommodate larger guest lists,
making it ideal for couples
who want to celebrate with all
their loved ones. The Premier
Best Western also offers com-
prehensive wedding packages,
which may include catering,
audiovisual equipment, and
event planning assistance.
While this venue may come
with a higher price tag, the
quality of service and attention
to detail make it a worthwhile
investment for your special

day.

See Venues ON PAGE 4

1920 Algoma Blvd | Oshkosh, WI 54901 | 920.235.3737 | MyCoutureEvent.com
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Bridal Beauty Starts Here!

From glowing skin to body contouring, we've got
everything to make you wedding-ready.

Fox Valley Plastic Surgery Medispa

= Licensed Medical Aestheticians for
expert care

= Services Include: Hydrafacial, Laser
Hair Removal, Custom Skincare
Routines, Chemical Peels, Filler, Dysport,

Microneedling, Laser and Light Treatments

= Free ZO Skin Health Getting Skin Ready
Skincare kit valued at S$71 with Visia Skin
Analysis Consult. Includes: ZO Gentle
Cleanser, Exfoliating Polish and
Complexion Renewal Pads

(920) 233-1540

2400 Witzel Ave Suite A, Oshkosh WI 54904

Venues

FROM PAGE 3

Fin ‘n Feather Showboat in
Winneconne: Unique and
Memorable

For couples looking for a
one-of-a-kind experience, the
Fin ‘n Feather Showboat in
Winneconne offers a venue
like no other. This riverboat
provides a scenic and intimate
setting as it cruises along the
Wolf River. The picturesque
views and tranquil atmosphere
create a romantic backdrop.
The Fin ‘n Feather can accom-
modate smaller gatherings,
making it perfect for those who
want a unique and personal
celebration. Catering options
are often available, featuring
delicious local cuisine, and the
boat’s staff ensures a smooth
and enjoyable experience. Pric-

ing varies depending on the
duration and services chosen,
but this venue is surprisingly
affordable for the unique expe-
rience it provides.

Finding the Right Fit

Choosing the perfect wedding
venue involves balancing your
budget, guest list, and personal
style. Whether you're drawn to
the affordability and charm of
Oshkosh’s town halls, the his-
toric elegance of Gibson Social
Hall, the sophistication of the
Premier Best Western’s ballroom
in Neenah, or the unique allure
of the Fin ‘n Feather Showboat
in Winneconne, Winnebago
County has something for every-
one. By exploring the variety of
options and planning ahead, you
can create a memorable wed-
ding day that fits your vision and
budget.

Invitations

FROM PAGE 2

wedding sites to provide details
about the venue, dress code,

and accommodations, reducing
the need for printed inserts. QR
codes are often included on invi-
tations, linking directly to these

websites.

Moreover, personalization
has taken center stage. Couples
frequently incorporate unique
elements, such as custom il-
lustrations, non-traditional
wording, and playful designs,
to reflect their personalities and
love stories.
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Choosing the Right

Refreshments is Key

Planning the perfect wedding
involves countless decisions, and
choosing the right refreshments
for your guests is no exception.
The options range from open bars
to non-alcoholic alternatives, and
the choice you make can greatly
influence your celebration’s atmo-
sphere. Here's a guide to help you
decide what’s best for your big day.

Open Bar

An open bar is a crowd-pleaser,
offering unlimited drink options
to guests at no cost to them. This
choice is ideal for couples who
want a festive atmosphere and
are prepared for the associated
costs. To manage your budget,
consider limiting the bar to beer,
wine, and a few signature cock-
tails instead of offering a full
range of premium liquors.

Non-Alcoholic Options

Non-alcoholic weddings are gain-
ing popularity, especially among
couples looking to prioritize in-
clusivity or reflect personal values.
Providing creative mocktails, spe-
cialty sodas, and artisan coffee or

tea bars can elevate the experience
for all guests. This option is also
family-friendly and pairs well with

morning or afternoon receptions.

Cash Bar with Free Beer, Wine

A cash bar offers a more bud-
get-conscious approach by
asking guests to pay for their
own cocktails while you cover
the cost of beer and wine. This
strikes a balance between gen-
erosity and financial prudence,
allowing guests to enjoy compli-
mentary beverages while giving
them the option to purchase
additional drinks. To ensure this
approach is well-received, clearly
communicate the arrangement
in advance.

Factors to Consider

When choosing your refresh-
ment style, think about your guest
list, budget, and venue rules. An
older crowd might appreciate a
more subdued offering, while
a younger group may expect a
lively bar. Also, consider cultural
or religious norms, as these may
influence drink choices.

WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES, BIRTHDAYS.

Winklers staff works with

you fo make your event
special &F memorable.

ANY AND ALL PARTIES.

all available - any size arties
1 enu opz‘ions catered to our taste.

Reserwve today. ..
920-233-2511




* DISTINCT Creativity

We’ll DESIGN to
Highlight
YOUR
Unique Style

Save the Dates

Shower & -
> Wedding Invitations

wn B Ceremony Bulletins
. Centerpiece & Photo Placards

Dinner Place Cards
Thank Yous & More

OGERS

PRINTING SOLUTIONS
Set-up a Consult Today ’
Call 920-582-4541 or Email
maekosciuk@winneconnenews.com

OR STOP IN TO SEE US @ 908 E Main Street « Winneconne WI
—

-
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Tasty dessert options to cap oft wedding dinner

The landscape of wedding and
wedding dessert trends have
evolved significantly. While the
classic tiered cake remains a sta-
ple for many weddings, some
couples are opting for more per-
sonalized or unconventional des-
sert options.

Here are some trends that com-
plement or replace the tradition-
al wedding cake:

Mini Cakes & Cupcakes
«Individually portioned desserts

like cupcakes or mini cakes allow
guests to enjoy a variety of flavors.
 They can be arranged in a
tiered display, giving the visual
impact of a traditional cake.

Dessert Tables

« Couples often opt for a dessert
table featuring an array of sweet
treats like macarons, donuts,
cookies, cake pops, and pastries.

« This option accommodates
various tastes and dietary prefer-
ences.

Your Local Florist specializing in creating stunning floral
arrangements that perfectly capture your unique style and vision

Holiday Florist Inc

N

ot

Your full service florist

www.holidayfloristwinneconne.com

217 W Main St, PO Box 58

Winneconne, W1 54986
920-582-3939

5/~ Lori Giffey/Laurie Zink
Owners /Managers
wm  Hours: M-F 8:30am-5:00pm / Sat-Sun Closed

Non-Cake Options

« Unique substitutes like donut
walls, pie stations, cheesecake
towers, or even croquembouches
are becoming increasingly popu-
lar.

o These alternatives provide a
modern twist and cater to cou-
ples who prefer something other
than cake.

Sustainable & Smaller Cakes
« As sustainability becomes
more important, smaller cakes

Decades of Experience
Unparalleled Talent

recordentertainment.com ¢ (920) 948-6887 ¢ kevin@recordentertainment.com

258 S. Main St., Fond du Lac, WI 54935

that minimize waste or incorpo-
rate eco-friendly ingredients are
trending.

« Some couples have a small
display cake for photos and serve
sheet cake slices to guests.

Interactive Options
« DIY dessert bars, such as ice
cream sundae stations or build-
)
your-own s’'mores bars, add an
interactive and fun element to
receptions.




FULL-SERVICE EVENT VENUE IN WAUPACA, WI

BOOK YOUR EVENT
WWW.ELSEWHEREWAUPACA.COM

HISTORIC EVENT VENUE IN DOWNTOWN OSHKOSH, WI

BOOK YOUR EVENT
WWW.GIBSONSOCIALCLUB.COM
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