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We take TOUGH cases.

City’s first female police captain breaking barriers
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The Neenah Police Department has 
achieved a historic milestone with the ap-
pointment of Amy Wagner as captain of 
operations, marking the first time in its 151-
year history that a woman has joined the 
command staff.

Wagner, 48, grew up in Green Bay and 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh. 

She earned her rank by serving Neenah 
for 25 years, a community that together 
with wife Kathy and sons Oliver, Elliott and 
Finley has become home.

“I love the city, I still love the job, I still 
learn every day,” she said. “I love the support 
that our police department has from our 
community.”

For Wagner, there was no defining mo-
ment that led to her decision to pursue a 
career in what is traditionally a male-dom-
inated field. 

“I wanted something different every day, I 
did not want routine and I wanted to make a 
difference,” she said.

In recent decades, about 20% of officers 
employed by the Neenah Police Depart-
ment have been women, exceeding the 
13.1% nationwide average in 2021, accord-
ing to Statista.

The very first female officer with the 
Neenah Police Department was Rhonda 
Jagla, who was hired in 1981 and resigned 
in 1989, just 10 years before Wagner was 
hired. Neenah News

Police Capt. Amy Wagner, Neenah’s first female command staff member, started her career 
with the city in 1999.

Photo by David Hall

Theatrical comedy 
Riverside Players’ 68th year of Theatre in the Park featured Ken Ludwig’s “Lend Me a Soprano” at Riverside Park pavilion over 
the past two weekends, which was directed by John Zhang. 

Walmart files fifth lawsuit against city 
Retail giant continues 
property tax challenges
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Retail giant Walmart has filed another 
lawsuit against the city of Neenah over the 
assessed value of its West Winneconne 
Avenue storefront.

The Arkansas-based Walmart Real Es-
tate Business Trust is seeking to lower the 
assessed value of the property by $5.07 

million for 2023, which would reduce the 
retailer’s property taxes.

The suit was filed July 22 and joins six 
lawsuits Walmart has filed against munic-
ipalities across Wisconsin this year and 
more than 30 filed in the state last year 
aimed at reducing its tax burden through 
a contentious “dark store” strategy. 

Walmart and other large retailers chal-
lenge local tax assessments by arguing 
that the value of their properties should 
be assessed as if they were vacant “dark” 
properties. Walmart’s legal team asserts 

that by assessing properties based on their 
use as functioning retail spaces, the city is 
imposing an unfair tax burden. 

The company claims this practice leads 
to an overestimation of store values, which 
results in higher property taxes than nec-
essary; municipalities argue the strategy 
shifts more of the tax burden from com-
mercial property owners to homeowners 
and small businesses.

This is the fifth time Walmart has sued 

See Dark stores on Page 9

See Police captain on Page 8
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Neenah County Fair features variety of affordable fun
Neenah News

Winnebago County Fair organizers 
want visitors “Strollin’ the Fair Without 
a Care” at this year’s event that opened 
Wednesday and runs through Sunday 
while pointing out the entertainment val-
ue it offers to families.

A $15 daily ticket is a pass to grandstand 
shows, live bands, family entertainment, 
unlimited carnival rides, exhibits and 
barns, and free parking. Tickets can be 
used for any one day of the fair.

Compared to the price of an average 
movie or concert ticket, or admission to 
many events or venues, fair organizers 
said with Family Entertainment offerings 
included with the price of admission in 
recent years it has become one of the best 
summer fun deals around.

“We understand that families have a lot 
of options for where to spend their mon-
ey, so if they choose to spend it at the Win-
nebago County Fair we want to provide 
the best value possible for their money,” 
said Jody Bezio of the Winnebago County 
Fair Association. 

Bezio said this year they’re bringing 
back fan favorite Royal Legacy Family 
Circus and adding magic shows to a dai-
ly lineup that also includes pig, duck and 
goat races, Nick’s Kids Shows & Barnyard 
Adventure, trout pond fishing, chainsaw 
woodcarving and mini-golf.

Today (Friday) is Veterans Day at the 
fair with free admission to those with 
proof of military service.

Gate charges begin at 9 a.m. daily when 
the exposition building opens. Family and 
children’s entertainment begins by 11 a.m. 

The grandstand lineup includes tra-
ditional county fair acts – rodeo, tractor 
pulls and a demolition derby – along with 

local music cover bands play nightly in the 
Music Village.

Mr. Ed’s Magical Midways brings the 
carnival rides from 1 to 10:30 p.m. Friday: 
(closed for safety check from 4-5 p.m.), 
noon to 10:30 p.m. Saturday: (closed from 

4-5 p.m.), and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. 
Today is Senior Citizens’ Day (ages 55 

and older) $5 admission until 4 p.m. Chil-
dren ages 3 and get in free unless riding 
carnival rides, where height restrictions 
apply.

Winnebago County Fair photos

Children’s activities and demolition derby are just some of the variety of fair offerings this year.

Jobless rate rises  
in region for June
Neenah News

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area and Winnebago County saw a jump 
in its unemployment rate from 2.8% to 
3.1% between May and June, according 
to preliminary data from the state Depart-
ment of Workforce Development. 

Last June’s jobless rate in Osh-
kosh-Neenah MSA and Winnebago 
County was 3.3%.

The non-seasonally adjusted data shows 
jobless rates in Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas rose in all of Wisconsin’s 12 metro 
areas over the month but were still lower 
or unchanged compared with the previ-
ous year.

Unemployment rates increased in all 
of Wisconsin’s 35 largest cities over the 
month year and were lower or unchanged 
compared with the previous year.

WWW.WATERFEST.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO ON UPCOMING SHOWS

GATES OPEN 5:45PM

AT THE LEACH AMPHITHEATER
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8

BRITISH
INVASION 

NIGHT
$30

RESERVED 

VIP
American 

English: 
The

Beatles
Tribute 

Hermans 
Hermits 

Starring 
Peter 

Noone

General
Admisson

$20

Before 7pm $15

Do you love the
Neenah News?

Looking for ways to support
the work we do?

It’s easy!
Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their
ad in the Neenah News.
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15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

Homemade Cooking ● WE CATER
Nightly Specials • Friday Fish Fry

Roast Duck Dinner (Last Wed. each month)

 

Friday, Aug. 2
Winnebago County Fair, 8 a.m., 

Sunnyview Expo Center grounds

Saturday, Aug. 3
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Kids’ Triathlon, 8 a.m., Neenah 

Pool
Winnebago County Fair, 8 a.m., 

Sunnyview Expo Center grounds
Bonfire in concert, 9 p.m., Willie 

Beamon’s, 2590 County II 

Sunday, Aug. 4
Winnebago County Fair, 8 a.m., 

Sunnyview Expo Center grounds
St. Margaret Mary parish picnic, 

10:30 a.m., 620 Division St., Neenah
Tuesday, Aug. 6
National Night Out and Movie in 

the Park, 5:30 p.m., Memorial Park, 
Neenah

National Night Out, 5 p.m., 
O’Hauser Park, Fox Crossing

Neenah Community Band concert, 
7 p.m., Riverside Park pavilion

Wednesday, Aug. 7
Downtown Neenah Blood Drive, 8 

a.m., DoubleTree Neenah Hotel
Evening Concert Series: Karen’s Hit 

List, 6 p.m., Shattuck Park

Thursday, Aug. 8
Out to Lunch Concert Series: Ran-

dy Peterson, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park
Live Music Series: Amelia Ford, 5 

p.m., Batley’s Grill & Bar, 1010 Cam-
eron Way 

Saturday, Aug. 10
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Brennand Airport Fly-in, 9 a.m., 

3282 Breezewood Lane
Glass Arts Festival, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass
Neenah Animal Shelter Walk for 

Pets, 11 a.m., 1010 Cameron Way
J+ Band, 6 p.m., Xe 54, 1350 W. 

American Drive, Fox Crossing

Sunday, Aug. 11
Team Hope Walk – Fox Valley, 10 

a.m., Riverside Park

Calendar 
of events

Neenah News

Fix-it team
Repair Cafe Fox Cities brought in a variety of volunteer talent to work on residents’ 
items in need of fixing Sunday afternoon at the Neenah Public Library. The first-time 
free event that is catching on nationwide was an opportunity to bring in items for fix-
ers to attempt to work on, including computers, phones, small appliances, electronics, 
sewing and mending, jewelry and watches.

Use of AI workforce tools 
is focus of regional event 
Neenah News

The Fox Valley Workforce Development 
Board (FVWBD) will present a Winning 
With Wisconsin workforce event in the 
region from 8 to 10 a.m. Aug. 8 at the Fox 
Valley Technical College (FVTC) River-
side Campus in Oshkosh. 

Employers and community leaders are 
invited to join state and local workforce 
leaders in the latest of a series of events 
dedicated to relevant workforce topics. 
Kurt Wismer, an educator from North 
Fond du Lac, will lead a session on the es-
sentials of AI and how these new tools will 
save time and make days more productive. 

During the session, attendees will be led 
on an exploration of the fundamentals of 
AI, its mechanics, prompt generation tech-
niques, and crucial ethical considerations. 

“Following record-breaking job num-
bers and historically low unemployment, 
Wisconsin employers and education lead-

ers need workforce development resourc-
es and programs now more than ever,” 
DWD Secretary Amy Pechacek said. 

The 11 workforce development areas 
have integrated business service teams 
that work with employers on strategies to 
recruit qualified workers, retain employ-
ees, access workforce planning resources 
and attract a broad pool of skilled candi-
dates. 

The 2024 series will build on the events 
offered in 2023 and cover new topics, in-
cluding youth employment, artificial in-
telligence, and innovative ways to attract, 
develop, and retain top talent develop-
ment programs. 

The two-hour educational session is free 
and breakfast will be provided, but pre-
registration is required at foxvalleywww.
eventbrite.com. For more information, 
call/text Bobbi Miller at 920-470-0837 or 
email bmiller@fvwdb.com.

Appleton     Oshkosh     Green Bay

bergstromvolkswagen.com

Atlas & Atlas Cross Sport
2024 Volkswagen

$3,500
Customer Bonus Cash 

*Must purchase or lease a new 2024 Atlas. Cannot be combined with 
discounted Volkswagen Credit Special Lease or Special APR Programs, 
or on Fleet or Dealership Sale Program vehicles. Offer ends 9/3/2024.

*To approved credit through Volkswagen Credit Services. 2.9% APR 
financing for 60 months at $17.92 per month per $1,000 financed. 
Tax, title, license and service fees extra. Offer ends 9/3/2024.

Jetta
2024 Volkswagen

2.9% up to
60 months
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Check Your hearing

Your preferred providers in Neenah 

Dr. Melissa DintelmanDr. Lisa Esser

Is it challenging to hear on the 
phone?

Do you miss key words in a 
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about 
your TV volume?

YES   NO
Do others seem to mumble or 
speak too softly?

Do you frequently say, “Huh?” 
or “What?”

Has it been tough to follow 
conversations on video chats?

YES   NO

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

 Neenah • 1148 Westowne Drive
Conveniently located off Winneconne Ave.

Additonal locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

If you or a loved one answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, it could mean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.  

Call us to schedule an evaluation today.

    

Former school site cleared to make room for helipad
Neenah News

The clearing of the property across 
from ThedaCare Regional Medical Cen-
ter-Neenah, which previously housed 
Roosevelt Elementary School, is nearly 
complete, with only the final landscaping 
touches remaining.

Construction work to raze the site be-
gan a year ago to make way for the The-
daStar air medical helipad and emergen-
cy landing area, which is 1,000 feet away.

Lynn Detterman, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of ThedaCare South Region, said 
the team needed to balance the signifi-
cant amount of rain seen in the area this 
summer with completing some of the 
construction steps.

The 100-year-old school situated on 2 
acres adjacent to the hospital was slated 
for closure after the 2022-23 school year 
as part of the district’s restructuring plan. 
Local businessman John Bergstrom and 
other community members purchased it 
for $1 million in 2022 and donated the 
site to ThedaCare.

The helipad was completed last July, 

moving its landing spot and hangar from 
near the W.G. Bryan Bridge to a site near 
the Emergency Department for rapid 
transfer of patients. 

That September, a resident on East 
Forest Avenue contacted police to file a 
noise complaint against the helicopter.

Bergstrom said that other uses for the 

property – including housing – were 
initially considered but due to concerns 
over the proximity of the helipad it was 
determined the best use would be to de-
molish the building, clear the site and 
landscape it. 

Those driving by on E. North Water 
Street may have noticed that a monu-
ment has been installed facing the hos-
pital. 

“No act of kindness, no matter how 
small, is ever wasted,” the monument’s 
inscription reads. “In honor of the de-
cades of service provided by our hospital 
volunteers. Your spirit, energy and com-
mitment deeply touches our community. 
God bless you all.”

The monument was placed by a hospi-
tal donor to honor ThedaCare’s team of 
volunteers who provide support for pa-
tients, families and team members.  

“Volunteers provide thousands of 
hours of service throughout the The-
daCare system,” Detterman said. “Our 
volunteers help the hospital system func-
tion each day and they are a critical part 
of helping provide exceptional care for 
our communities.”

Bergstrom said last year that future 
uses for the Roosevelt site could change, 
though Detterman said at this time there 
are no updates to share.

“At the Neenah campus, expansion is 
impacted due to the river on two sides 
of the hospital,” she said. “When the op-
portunity was presented to acquire this 
adjacent property, we knew it was a good 
opportunity. We are grateful to John 
Bergstrom’s ongoing support of The-
daCare, as he facilitated the purchase.”

Photo by Dave Hall

The ThedaStar air medical helicopter is shown at the hospital adjacent to the parcel formerly 
holding Roosevelt Elementary School.

920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $350

Locally Owned & Operated
Neenah, WI

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

Delivered Monday-Friday over the noon hour.
Delivery area is within city limits of Neenah and Menasha.
$5.75 per meal, choose all/some weekdays.
Special diets can be accommodated.

Hot, Nutritious, Delivered
Meals on Wheels for Seniors

It's a great time of year to start Meals on Wheels. 
Call 920-727-5555 to sign up. 

V a l l e y VNA S e n i o r C a r e
I n - H o m e C a r e | I n d e p e n d e n t S e n i o r A p a r t m e n t s 

A s s i s t e d L i v i n g | C o mm u n i t y P r o g r a m s 
1 5 3 5 L y o n D r i v e | N e e n a h | ( 9 2 0 ) 7 2 7 - 5 5 5 5 | v a l l e y v n a . o r g 

Neenah-Menasha Meals on Wheels is a community collaboration of 
Valley VNA Senior Care, the Neenah-Menasha Emergency Society, and 

ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Neenah.
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SUSAN SNYDER
USAF VETERAN
REGISTER OF DEEDS
• Safeguard Deeds and Vital Records
• Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI)
• Promote and Maintain Transparency
• Meet or Exceed Customer ExpectationsVO
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Auto dealership fraud scheme targets local business
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

A fraud involving the use of a stolen 
identity to purchase a vehicle has made its 
way to Wisconsin, with a Neenah automo-
tive dealership the target.

Headlines in Florida, Utah and New 
York have warned of the scam in recent 
months. It involves a new car buyer who 
communicates with a dealer electronical-
ly or over the phone to purchase a vehicle 
and have it delivered to a different loca-
tion. 

These individuals use stolen identities 
to secure financing and complete the pur-
chase, driving off with a new car and leav-
ing an unsuspecting identity-theft victim 
with the bill.

Last October, Danielle M. Shelton, 45, 
used the identity of a 70-year-old woman 
to purchase a 2022 GMC Sierra over the 
phone from a dealership in Neenah, ac-
cording to a criminal complaint.

Shelton sent an email with her driv-
er’s license that had a Maryland address. 
During the credit application process, an 

initial loan application fell through after 
she had trouble answering some of the 
questions. A different lender approved 
$65,734 in financing. 

Shelton was able 
to purchase the truck 
without ever enter-
ing the dealership and 
have it shipped out of 
state.

On Jan. 19, the deal-
ership contacted police 
after a woman called 
about a bill she re-
ceived for a truck pay-
ment and denied purchasing the vehicle. 

The lender’s findings revealed inconsis-
tencies in the application and signatures 
and informed the dealership it needed to 
pay back $60,000.

The picture on the driver’s license was 
of a younger female and didn’t match the 
date of birth listed in 1954. The city listed 
on the application was in Texas, but the 
address was in Maryland. 

The buyer’s employment was listed as 

nursing, but a credit bureau reported she 
was a housekeeper. Among other incon-
sistencies, one of the phone numbers list-
ed on the application had a report of fraud 
on it.

Police were informed that the dealer-
ship received notice about the vehicle hav-
ing a VIN inspection completed in Mary-
land and it was at a Chevrolet dealership 
in Texas. Investigators worked with Dallas 
police to set up a plan to have Shelton pick 
up a loaner vehicle and she was taken into 
custody at that time.

Shelton is facing felony charges in 
Winnebago County of theft by false rep-
resentation and misappropriating identi-
fication to obtain money. A warrant was 
issued for her arrest last week after she 
failed to show up to court for an initial 
appearance.

District Attorney Eric Sparr said a few 
similar cases of identity fraud have been 
prosecuted by his office in recent years.

Third party identity fraud is one of the 
most common frauds targeting auto deal-
erships, according to Experian. While 

auto dealers have an obligation to thwart 
financial schemes, residents can also take 
proactive steps to safeguard themselves 
against identity theft. 

The Wisconsin Department of Ag-
riculture, Trade and Consumer Pro-
tection recommends that residents 
monitor their credit report for any un-
authorized activities, such as unfamiliar 
transactions, to detect and deal with po-
tential fraud early.

Shelton

Search state waters 
for invasive species

The Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and UW-Madison Di-
vision of Extension invite the public to 
help search for aquatic invasive species 
across the state Aug. 10.  

Snapshot Day monitors designated sites 
for invasive plants and animals that may 
threaten the state’s wildlife and water eco-
systems. Coordinated by UW-Extension 
in partnership with the DNR and the Cit-
izen Lake Monitoring Network, Snapshot 
Day is entering its 11th year of collecting 
data to help inform and guide manage-
ment and control activities.  

Volunteers will meet at a local training 
site of their choosing to learn how to iden-
tify invasive species before heading out to 
monitoring sites with event partners. Go 
to dnr.wisconsin.gov/newsroom for sig-
nup information.

Voter ID information available from DMV
Neenah News

Ahead of the Aug. 13 primary, the state 
Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) re-
minds U.S. citizens how to obtain free 
identification that is valid for voting for 
those at least 18 years old by the next elec-
tion. 

Forms of identification include a driv-
er’s license, identification card, military or 
student ID card. There is no separate vot-
er ID and a federally compliant REAL ID 
card is not required for voting purposes. 
Anyone unsure if their identification or 
qualification meets the requirements can 
visit the Wisconsin Elections Commis-
sion at bringit.wi.gov.

A list of the required documents to 
bring to a DMV Customer Service Cen-
ter is available at wisconsindmv.gov. If the 
required documents needed for an ID are 
not readily available, DMV has a process 

for U.S. citizens to obtain the necessary 
information. 

Questions can be answered at DMV’s 
toll-free hotline at 844-588-1069. Infor-
mation regarding voter eligibility, poll lo-
cations, voter registration information or 
other election information can be direct-
ed to elections.wi.gov. 

Start the application at wisconsindmv.
gov or at the DMV Customer Service 
Center at 2301 Omro Road in Oshkosh 
or 711 W Association Drive in Appleton.
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Photo Shoe Box, Slides, VHS Tapes, 8mm Tapes...
...all transfered to digital, 

IN STORE so it never leaves our hands.

Downtown Oshkosh
920-233-2424

www.cameracasino.com

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Have a story idea?
Promotions or
expansion at your
business?
Community or school
program to highlight?
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3 Easy Payment Options:

1122 MMoonntthhss SSaammee--AAss--CCaasshh

66..9999%% FFiixxeedd RRaattee

55 oorr 77 YYeeaarrss

Call for Details!

920 -232-5600

Lifetime Transferable Warranty

Installs over new or existing gutters

Most Trusted Brand for 40+ Years

Over 60 million feet installed

www.WrightwayBuilt.com
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15% off

up to

$1,500.0
0*
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Photo by Mark Neuman

History brought to life
Isabel Johnson is portrayed by Lexi McCarthy during the Neenah Historical Soci-
ety’s annual Cemetery Walk last Thursday in the Oak Hill Chapel. The early Neenah 
residents impacted by Johnson’s marriage to Neenah’s Charles R. Smith, America’s 
wealthiest widower in the late 19th century, were the focus of the historical program. 

Sesquicentennial exhibit earns award
Neenah News

The Wisconsin Historical Society an-
nounced the 2024 winners of the annual 
Board of Curators Awards, including the 
Neenah Historical Society and Menasha 
Historical Society being honored with the 
Museum Exhibit Award for the city’s ses-
quicentennials.

The awards recognize individuals 
and organizations for exceptional work 
aligned with the society’s mission to con-
nect people to the past by collecting, pre-
serving and sharing stories. The Board of 
Curators, which is the governing body 
composed of elected and appointed 

members, received 40 nominations this 
year

Neenah and Menasha’s historical soci-
eties were recognized for a museum ex-
hibit with a budget greater than $5,000 
for “Neenah and Menasha Sesquicenten-
nials: Two Cities, One Community” in 
Neenah.

“The awards are an opportunity to iden-
tify and promote some of the wonderful 
achievements of the past year that have 
helped Wisconsinites connect with histo-
ry,” said Christian Overland, the Ruth & 
Hartley Barker Director and CEO of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society. 

High school students gain foundation scholarships
The Neenah Joint School District has 

awarded $63,700 in scholarships to 49 
Neenah High School seniors supported 
by funds held within the Oshkosh Area 
Community Foundation.

Recipients, who were honored during a 
ceremony in May, were chosen by a volun-
teer committee of the school district. The 
winners were selected based on work in 

the classroom, extracurricular activities and 
community involvement. To view the lists of 
recipients, visit OshkoshAreaCF.org/blog.

Support for any of these funds can be 
made with gifts at OshkoshAreaCF.org or 
checks sent to the foundation at 230 Ohio 
St., Suite 100, Oshkosh, WI 54902. For 
more information, visit FoxRiverScholar-
shipCenter.org.

WWW.WATERFEST.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO ON UPCOMING SHOWS

GATES OPEN 5:45PM

AT THE LEACH AMPHITHEATER
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15

THE MAVERICKS

$40
RESERVED 

VIP

Lil' Davy 
Max

Alex
McMurray

Band

General Admisson $20
Before 7pm

In line before 6pm

$15
$10
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 15

BETTER THAN EZRA TICKETS

ON SALE NOW
AT WATERFEST.ORG.

BETTER THAN EZRA TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT WATERFEST.ORG.

$40
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Before 7pm $15
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Admisson

$20

Before 7pm $15
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129 N. Green Bay Rd., Neenah

920-725-7401
Icubarandgrill.com

Appetizers ● Wings ● Soups
Salads ● Sandwiches ● Burgers

Wraps ● Wed & Fri Fish Fry

OPEN DAILY: 11:00am
KITCHEN CLOSES: Sun 8pm, Mon 9pm, Tues-Sat 10pm

Meat Raffle & Music 
Bingo  Thursdays  

Starts @ 6pm

Scan for full menu

516 N Commmmmercial Street
Neenah, WWWWI 54956
(920) 722222-1113

www.aceharrrrdware.com

Monday-Friday 7AM-8PM
Saturday 7:30AM-5PM

Sunday 9AM-4PM

HARDWAREHARDWARE

Coffee shop owner brews up connections in community
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

During a time when many coffee shops 
blend into the urban landscape, one local 
gem stands out for brewing more than just 
a good cup of coffee.

At Shellattes, situated on Doty Island 
central to Neenah and Menasha, connec-
tions are made over what owner Shelly 
Baeten describes as the two C’s: coffee and 
community. 

Shelly recently announced she plans to 
transition into semi-retirement and reduce 
the business’ hours after more than a de-
cade of serving up coffee and conversation 
in the Fox Valley. Though the shop’s hours 
are being slightly reduced, Shelly said she 
and the business aren’t going anywhere.

Shelly, 62, and husband Ken opened 
Shellattes in 2011 in a 130-year-old build-
ing that previously housed several other 
coffee shops and a bakery. 

Shelly is the face of the business while 
Ken is the payroll supervisor, maintenance 
man and early-morning brewer.

Though initially the couple lived in Ap-
pleton, about 10 years ago they moved into 
space above the shop.

“So it’s like that little Italian grandma 
who used to live upstairs and all the grand-
kids would come over for lunch on Sun-
days,” she said.

A picture of Shelly’s own Grandma has 
hung on the wall since opening. A “fab-
ulous” cook, baker and cake decorator, 
Shelly has tried to emulate her. 

“That smell of the coffee percolating; 
you’ll see particularly old percolators 
around here, and I think of Grandma 
then,” she said. “I think Grandma would be 

proud.” 
Sitting at a table in a lovely little reading 

room at the shop early this week, Shelly 
does indeed exude the warm, caring, grand-
motherly traits that attract patrons and em-
ployees who keep in touch years later.

She started in food service as a teenager 
and later transitioned into the corporate 
world while raising her family. Son Chad, 
35, lives in Little Chute and daughter Katie, 
36, lives in Neenah.

Blending the elements of a coffee shop, 
bistro and bakery with a community living 
room, bookstore and resale boutique, the 
cozy atmosphere has made Shellattes a fa-
vorite spot for many in Neenah, a city that 
Shelly has grown to love.

“It’s very homey; it’s nice going outside 
and someone drives by and beeps,” she 
said. “It’s nice being able to greet people in 
the store. I like the small-town feel.”

Knick knacks, decorations, collectables 
and art adorn the shop, most of it for sale. 
The items make the space more welcoming 
and give people something to talk about 
– pots from her late mother’s house, a cof-
fee urn and tea pot from a thrift store that 
matched the set her grandma used to have, 
Sanka mugs that remind her of her late fa-
ther making his cup of Sanka in the morn-
ing.

“So it’s just things that make me hap-
py and it makes the community happy, as 
well,” she said.

Most important to Shelly are the rela-
tionships she has forged and memories 
made over the years.

“The happy ones, sad ones, but also great 
memories of those customers who came in 
every single day, or once a week, or even 

once a month,” she said. “It’s just nice to 
have that. My family has grown a lot.”

A group of regulars shows up almost ev-
ery morning to support the shop. Its found-
ing member, Burton Rosenthal – known 
at the coffee shop as Butter Rum Burt 
– passed away in 2022. Shelly visited him 
in the hospital before his passing and was 
mentioned in his obituary. 

Another regular customer and member 
of the group was Kai “Pita” Kotobalavu, 
lead singer of Unity the Band and a well-
loved community member. Kotobalavu 
lost his battle with cancer early this year. An 
art piece with his likeness is now displayed 
at Shellattes to honor his memory. 

“You know, there are happy times, but 
also when you lose someone, they’re like a 
family member you’re losing,” she said.

Tim Bergstrom of Bergstrom Automo-
tive is a regular there. He said Shelly takes 
the time to make all her patrons feel spe-
cial.

“She welcomes all with her great big 
smile, stops the world by being present 
with you in an all too busy world and then 

gives you the gift of leaving in a better mood 
because she shared her positive and caring 
heart with you,” he said.

Sunlight streamed through the windows 
and the rich aroma of coffee filled the air 
Tuesday as Shelly strolled through Shel-
lattes, stopping to greet several customers 
by name and chat. 

“I think what’s changed a lot in our com-
munities is social skills, and being able to 
communicate and be able to talk to people, 
and so I do really treasure that about hav-
ing a place where everyone’s welcome,” she 
said.

Having lost her mother last year and her 
father in 2017, Shelly said family is even 
more important to her. She hopes to use 
her extra time traveling and with family and 
friends. Her daughter Katie, an employee 
and regular face at the shop, plans to carry 
on the family business.

Humble and hardworking, Shelly has 
become a cherished member of the com-
munity, turning her regulars into a close-
knit family and making each visit feel like 
coming home.

Neenah News

Shelly Baeten opened Shellattes with husband Ken in 2011. 

Neenah News

Shelly Baeten talks with a customer recently inside Shellattes on Doty Island.

Retiring Soon? 
Need help understanding your Medicare Health Plan Options?

Perhaps you’d like to retire early and are concerned 
about “bridging the healthcare gap” to Medicare.

Reach out today, chances are we’ve helped someone you know!

923 S. Main St, Oshkosh         920-966-0416
Jirschele Insurance 

An Independent Agency Since 2008 
“We Still Make House Calls”
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KRUEGERS 999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 • www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI ● 920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm ● Sat. 8am-5pm ● Sun 9am-2pm

1060 Breezewood Ln, Ste 101
Neenah, WI
920.886.9969

Wednesday 9-4
Thursday-Saturday 9-noon

f PyramidFoodsInc

FRIES 
5/16" Crinkle or Straight Cut

$1.30 Per Pound 

Though Wagner acknowledged that join-
ing the department was intimidating at first, 
colleagues welcomed her with open arms. 

“The women that I started with were 
showing me the way and guiding me, and 
all the guys turned into my brothers and 
watched out for me and showed me the 
right way to do things,” she said.

Fresh out of college in her early 20s, she 
had much to learn. 

“This job is not black and white; it is very 
gray, and no two calls are the same and no 
two situations are the same, and just trying 
to do the best for that specific situation is 
what I’m always trying to do,” she said.

She was hired during a time when open 
police positions would often receive hun-
dreds of applications.

In recent years, in the wake of several 
high-profile police brutality incidents and 
the Black Lives Matter movement, officers 
across the country have faced greater scru-
tiny and there has been a decline in police 
officer applicants. 

“Even when things were horrific in other 

parts of the country, we always felt the sup-
port here,” Wagner said.

For 23 years she patrolled the streets of 
Neenah, moving up the ranks to sergeant 
and lieutenant. 

“There’s extra pressure to work harder 
than everybody else and do better than ev-
erybody else, to prove that you deserve to 
be here,” she said.

Though it wasn’t easy, failure was not an 
option because “I felt if I failed, I made all 
the women look bad.”

She credits the support of her family for 
getting her through the tough times.

“There were times where I wasn’t sure if 
this is what I wanted to do and times where 
we have to reevaluate and think, is it worth 
the family struggles? And is it worth the 
missing holidays and missing family events? 
And to realize it is for me. It’s worth it.”

There have also been the rewarding mo-
ments, such as when she engages with a 
resident and achieves her goal of making a 
meaningful impact.

“It’s the rare occasions that people will 
stop you and thank you for something that 
you did for them,” she said. “It’s years later, 
that you don’t think about at the time, a 
decision to arrest or not arrest makes a dif-

ference. I’ve had people thank me for both: 
‘Thank you for arresting me, I changed my 
life after that.’”

In 2022, Wagner was promoted to inves-
tigative service lieutenant, a position that 
allowed her to focus on solving cases, sup-
porting victims and coming to successful 
resolutions.

“When I was on patrol it’s so much more 
fast paced that you just have to go from call 
to call, but you don’t necessarily have that 
time to connect like you do when you’re 
back here,” she said.

Over the past two decades, Wagner has 
worked under four police chiefs and seen 
many changes in policing, the biggest being 
the advancements in technology.

“To have the full-blown capabilities of 
computer access in your squad to do re-
search and look things up, to body cameras 
and squad cameras, cellphones, you know, 
technology with how we solve cases, is 
completely different today than it was 25 
years ago,” she said.

Her accomplishments include being a 
member of the SWAT team, field training 
officer, peer support team member, firearms 
instructor, crisis intervention team mem-
ber, critical incident stress debrief peer, sta-

tion dog supervisor, field training officer su-
pervisor and serving on several committees.

Assistant Police Chief Jeff Bernice said 
staff knew that Wagner was the right person 
for captain because of her strengths, values 
and professionalism, adding that she pos-
sesses the ability to immediately connect 
with a person and establish a trusted rela-
tionship. 

“Amy will serve as a pillar of strength to 
many young children and both women and 
men because she is a true law enforcement 
professional,” he said. “She has the highest 
ethical standards, the courage to do what is 
right, the spirit of a warrior and she follows 
Chief Olson’s directions of treating every-
one with dignity and respect to the upper-
most degree.”

Wagner admits she doesn’t like to be in 
the spotlight. But by breaking barriers, she 
has become a role model for young women 
to look up to.

“Find your passion and stick with it,” she 
advised. “There are times you’re going to 
feel like you’ve failed, but get back up and 
keep going. We’ve all made mistakes, but it’s 
what you do and what you learn from those 
mistakes.”

Police captain
from Page 1
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www.spslawyers.net • 920-725-5305
251 EWisconsin Ave, Neenah

ANeenah lawfirm serving your
legal needs for over 20 years.
Family • Criminal Defense • Probate • Bankkkruptcy

Window replacement 
with zero worries

OFFER EXPIRES
AUGUST 31, 2024

920-232-5600
WrightwayBuilt.com

Financing Options
3 EasyPayment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash 
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years 
6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

*Must be presented at time of estimate. $175 per window with 5 or more windows installed. 
Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 

prohibited by law.Not responsible for typos or misprints.

Call for Details!

$175 OFF*
per window with 

order of 5 or

more Windows 

Installed

Rush Blush is
Now Available

Stop by for a tasting!

Sun, Mon,
Thur, Fri 11-7

Sat 9-7
Handcrafted Meads,

Wines, Ciders

Neenah, challenging the property assess-
ments each year from 2019-2023. The 
lawsuits from 2019-2021 were consolidat-
ed into one case that seeks to lower the as-
sessed value from $11.49 million to $8.14 
million each year. The lawsuits challeng-
ing the 2022 and 2023 assessments seek 
to lower the value from $11.59 million to 
$6.52 million. 

“Upon information and belief, the 2024 
assessment was not uniform with the as-
sessment of other properties in the city 
and state and therefore violate the Unifor-
mity Clause of the United States Constitu-
tion,” Walmart wrote in its complaint. 

Though the city has not yet filed its re-
sponse to the latest lawsuit, attorneys for 
Neenah previously argued that Walmart 
fails to state any facts supporting the alle-
gation that the assessment of the property 
is not uniform with other properties in the 
city and throughout the state.

Walmart is seeking a refund of taxes 
paid plus interest. If Walmart were to pre-
vail in all its lawsuits against Neenah, the 
reduced assessments would result in a 
total refund of $436,641 for 2019-2023, 
without interest calculations. 

Community Development Director 
Chris Haese said that due to the ongoing 
lawsuits the city is limited in information 
it can provide but if adjustments are need-
ed to Walmart’s tax bill, “the deficit creat-
ed will unfortunately have to be covered 
by the balance of Neenah’s taxpayers.”

In a similar series of legal battles, 
Walmart and the city of Oshkosh reached 
settlements in 2019 and 2023 to resolve 
six disputes related to the retailer’s prop-
erty assessments, with Oshkosh reimburs-
ing Walmart a total of $191,400.

Last year, the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court issued a decision that undermines 
the dark store legal strategy, ruling that 
the city of Delavan’s assessments of the 
Lowes location were not excessive and the 
value of dark and distressed properties is 
not comparable to an occupied, operating 
property. 

The ruling was expected to muzzle 
Walmart’s dark store lawsuits in the state 
but the retailer has continued filing them, 
focusing on jurisdictions that may have 
different interpretations and applications 
of the law.

Dark stores
from Page 1

Neenah Historical Society

Onaway tradition
Camp Onaway, the island in Waupaca’s Chain of Lakes, has been home to Neenah 
Brigade campers for more than 115 years. Purchased by S.F. Shattuck in 1910, the 
early camp experience was devoted to “roughing it.”

The following Neenah students com-
pleted degree requirements at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-La Crosse in May:

Bim Ademi, Bachelor of Science, Fi-
nance Major

Ashlyn Brown, Bachelor of Science, 
Communication Studies Major

Abby Fruendt, Bachelor of Science, 
Public Health and Community Health 
Education Major

Bryce Henderson, Bachelor of Science, 
Management Major; Finance Major

Abby Rudolph, Master of Science, Phy-
sician Assistant Studies

The University of Wisconsin-Eau 

Claire had 1,360 May 2024 graduates 
from its Eau Claire and Barron County 
campuses, including these students from 
Neenah:

Gwyneth Ellenberger, Arts and Scienc-
es, BS, Psychology and Criminal Justice

Jordan Hildebrandt, Arts and Sciences, 
BA, Biology

Erin Mansfield, Arts and Sciences, BA, 
Political Science

Kya Meunier, Arts and Sciences, BS, Bi-
ology

Stephanie Much, Arts and Sciences, BS, 
History

Kierstin Schroeder, Arts and Sciences, 
BS, Biology and Spanish

Local college graduates

165 North Park Avenue, Neenah, WI 54956  
@bmmglass | bmmglass.com

ARTS FESTIVAL

ARTS FESTIVAL

The Best in Glass Art for Sale 
Glass Blowing Demonstrations

Artisan Food and Beverages
Live Music

Kids’ Art Activities

Help us conduct the nation’s 
ONLY outdoor all-glass art event! 

All volunteers receive 
drink vouchers, a t-shirt, 
and a golden ticket for 

Art Activity Day!
Scan here to sign up:

…or call 920.751.4658

Saturday, 
August 10, 2024
10:00AM–5:00PM

FREE ADMISSION

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

Rosann Baum Milius • WAPL/KISS-FM • 4imprint
AIT Business Technologies • Bergstrom Automotive

TTCS • Paperweight Collectors Association, Inc.
Artdose Magazine • Harp Gallery • Lilian Noble Fund

J. Anthony Jewelers • Portside Builders, Inc.
 Ogden Plumbing • Festival Foods • Great Harvest Bread Co.

Hop Yard Ale Works • Parallel 44 Vineyard & Winery
Brehmer Law LLC • Batley's Grill & Bar

Simplicity Credit Union

We thank our generous sponsors: 
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PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699

5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales

 Service

 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

STAIR LIFTS

Indoor/Outdoor Stair Lifts
Mobility Scooters

Free In-Home Estimates!

920-257-6060
2140 American Dr, Neenah
www.allaboutaccess.com

FAMILY OWNED

CELEBRATION EXTRAORDINAIRE

920.252.0368
whimsicalcelebrationsllc@gmail.com

Take the stress out of your next 
celebration! Whimsical Celebrations is 

experienced in planning the most special 
events so you can enjoy the day. 

- Engagement Parties
- Bachelorette Parties
- Bridal Showers
- Baby Showers
- Surprise Parties
- So much more!
I’d love to hear your
ideas for your
next celebration!
Call today to find
out how I can help
bring your vision to life.

r-----------------------

TOBACCO 
�- t1tu7'r 
a,�n. ffe,JL J % oll,

See details at the store. 

Open Now!
1440 S. Oneida 
Street, Suite Q
Menasha, WI 54952
920-202-3198

Neenah Parks and Rec recognizes top tennis performers
The Neenah Parks and Recreation De-

partment recently recognized the top per-
formers for its summer season. 

Earning Most Valuable Player Awards in 
their respective divisions: 

Ivy beginner class: Sally Sander. 
Ivy advanced beginner class: Henry Lee.
Southview beginner class: Max Nimtz.
Southview advanced beginner class: Lu-

cas Kane.
Intermediate class boy: Aemin Hartz-

heim.
Intermediate class girl: Catherine 

Champa.
Advanced class boy: Mercer Moss. 
Advanced class girl: Paige Vickman. 

In the league playoffs, senior league win-
ners were Mercer Moss, Eric Hein, Ryan 
Stamm, Noah Sabatke, Colin Thresher. 
The junior league winners were William 
Lepp, Davis Eichman, Simon Lepp, Grant 
Meyer, Rylan O’Brien, Layne O’Brien and 
Vivian Tanger. 

In the tennis program city tournament, 
the following champions were crowned: 

10 & Under Girls Singles: Catherine 
Champa. 

12 & Under Girls Singles: Hattie Han-

kel.
12 & Under Girls Doubles: Lane 

O’Brien and Hattie Hankel. 
14 & Under Girls Singles: Paige Vick-

man.
14 & Under Girls Doubles: Paige Vick-

man and Rachel Thomas. 
16 & Under Girls Singles: Calin Fies-

burg.
16 & Under Girls Doubles: Paige Vick-

man and Rachel Thomas.
10 & Under Boys Singles: William 

Lepp. 
12 & Under Boys Singles: William 

Lepp. 
12 & Under Boys Doubles: William 

Lepp and Aemin Hartzheim. 
14 & Under Boys Singles: Mercer Moss. 
14 & Under Boys Doubles: Eric Hein 

and Joseph Buttron.
16 & Under Singles: Mercer Moss. 
16 & Under Doubles: Joseph Buttron 

and Fritz Staner. 
Men’s Singles: Steve Reilly def. Zack 

Bitter, 6-3, 6-3. 
Men’s Doubles: Judd Stevenson/Dave 

Risgaard def. Steve Reilly/Kyle Tanger, 
6-0, 6-0.

Women’s Doubles: Valerie Narveson/
Taylor Lackey def. Lori Hein/Marsha 
Day, 6-1, 6-1.

Submitted photos

Award winners and playoff and tournament champions in the Neenah Parks and Recreation 
Department’s summer tennis season were recognized recently.

To advertise in the Neenah News, call 920-486-1616
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

To advertise in the  
Worship Directory, call 

920-385-4512.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

ACA RED GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS shots/
wormed Born 5-22-24 $400 715-229-4929 

ACA REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS Ready to 
Go! Shots/wormed Make Offer  

715-229-9081 or 715-773-2205 Withee, WI 

ACA WELSH CORGIS 5-26-24 Shots UTD, 
Dewormed vet checked $700 715-644-2211 

Stanley, WI 54768

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS Shots Vet 
chkd Can Deliv $650-$700 715-255-2661 

#269146

AUTHENTIC ORIGINAL ATBA Teddy Bear 
Puppies(R) The most delightful little dog you 
will ever meet! Non-shedding, shots, wormed, 

health guarantee 715-787-4293  
teddybearpuppy.com #267996DS (WCAN)

CAVAPOO PUPPIES 1-M, 3-F Non-Shedding, 
Vet/shots wormed $600 715-701-2066

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts.  

Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, Metal build-
ings Free Est 608-221-3510 920-821-6311

HOSTAS! Over 600 Field Grown varieties! 

Open Daily - THROUGH LABOR DAY 
12-5pm. 14028 Louis Corners Rd, KIEL, WI 

920-894-2905 & 920-298-8334 CASH OR 
CHECK ONLY

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 

For a limited time, waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to 

change and vary by dealer.) Offer ends 
8/25/24  Call 833-224-4977 (WCAN)

King Size, Maple, Amish Headboard. Call: 
920-989-1989. Best offer.

POMERANIANS APRI REGISTERED Full of 
love, Friendly Very Cute, Great fun! Vet chk, 

shots, $800 715-654-5149

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES WITH 
BRIGGS & STRATTON PowerProtect(TM) 

standby generators - the most powerful home 
standby generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty 7 years ($849 value) 

Proudly make in the USA. Call Briggs &  
Stratton 1-855-918-3220 (WCAN)

PUG-A-POO PUPPIES dews, shots, vet ch’d. 
wormed Non-Shed $200 OBO Ready to Go!  

715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522 (524892) 
(WCAN)

REG COCKER SPANIEL PUPPIES $650 dews, 
shots, vet ch’d. wormed 715-536-0697 or 

715-316-2522 (524892) (WCAN)

RED GOLDENDOODLE PUPPIES Born 5-8-24 
vaccinated, Health Guar. $275 715-229-2031 

REG PUG PUPPIES Fawn colored, dews/shots, 
vet chk & dewormed $800 715-536-0697 

715-316-2522 (#524892) (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material, steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% OFF Installation + Add’l 

10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments & No Interest for 18 months for 

customers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. Call today! 

1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864 

www.pdsadnet.com

Start Your OWN Business! GROW your 
Small Business! Enroll in E-Seed Express 
in Appleton or Oshkosh! Sessions start 

in September. Grant Funding for E-Seed 
Express is available. Contact: www.fvtc.
edu/VentureCenter or venture@fvtc.edu

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications 

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 

an ad, please contact The Department  
of Trade, Agriculture & Consumer 

Protection 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Obituaries
Mary Petra Ziolkowski Rolph

Mary Petra Ziolkowski Rolph peaceful-
ly passed away on July 9, 2024 at Mayo’s 

St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Rochester, MN fol-
lowing complications 
from brain surgery.

Mary was born on 
December 4, 1951 in 
Neenah, WI to Ger-
trude and Peter Ziol-
kowski. In her early 
years Mary learned 

ballet and piano and she was a talented 
writer even in grade school. Mary and 
a few friends from St. Margaret Mary’s 
school started the Blue and Gold Clar-
ion, the school newspaper in which she 
wrote and illustrated chapters to an ongo-
ing mystery. Mary graduated from Neen-
ah High School in 1970. She was part of 
the creative staff of the Neenah Rocket 
Echoes, a publication of art and poetry in 
which her art was featured.

In 1973 Mary married Mark Rolph and 
they made their home in Neenah. Mary’s 
artistic eye and love of Tudor became a 
passion project, filling their home with 
the perfect furnishings and antiques. 
Years later they built a weekend home in 
Pepin, WI and again Mary showed her 
talent for design and curating to make a 
cozy log cabin.

In 1993, after many years in secretarial 
roles, Mary became a Corporate Travel 
Manager. This role combined Mary’s im-
peccable planning, people and profession-
al skills. She was a leader in the industry 
and was the Wisconsin Chapter President 
of National Business Travel Association 
1998-1999.

In 2000 Mary founded Mary Rolph Re-
sources and enjoyed a successful business 

in corporate meeting and travel planning 
until she retired.

On October 11, 2013 Mary married 
Frank Ariss, a charming British fellow 
that stole her heart. They split their time 
between Nicollet Island in Minneapolis 
and Pepin, Wisconsin, eventually leaving 
the city behind for full-time living in Pe-
pin. They took great joy in creating beau-
tiful gardens, including an apple orchard, 
boating, photography, cross country ski-
ing, they enjoyed birds, bunnies and deer, 
watching sunsets and eagles flying around 
the lake. Celebrating was an art form and 
oh how they enjoyed the holidays, both 
the British and American traditions, birth-
days and every single 11th of the month 
during their 17 years together.

To know Mary was to adore and be 
adored. She was a steadfast, loving friend 
with a heart of pure kindness. She had 
great fondness of animals and loved many 
pets in her life, including Mischka, a cat 
who is equal parts feisty, particular and 
cuddly. Mary loved history, travel to En-
gland and in recent years became an avid 
reader.

Mary was preceded in death by her par-
ents, and husband Frank.

Mary is survived by step-children Tris-
tram Ariss and his children Ali Ariss and 
Amelia Ariss; Nathan Ariss; Charlotte 
Ariss ( Jim Levine) and daughters Britta-
ny Ariss, Madeline Canaday (Kyle) and 
Samantha Levine. Sister-in-Law Brenda 
Briden, nephew Damian Briden ( Julie), 
nieces Rachel Briden (Mark McCluskey) 
and Sarah Palmer (David), and many 
cherished friends.

A celebration of Mary’s life is pending. 
Memorials in Mary’s name are encour-
aged to Feral Friends of Lake Pepin, P.O. 
Box 23, Pepin, WI 54759.

Submitted photo

Regional champs
The Neenah Junior Legion baseball team went 5-0 at the regional tournament in 
Seymour recently to claim the tournament crown. Neenah scored at least nine runs in 
four of the five games, while earning a pair of shutout wins. The team beat Manitowoc 
Legion twice in the tournament, while also scoring victories over Oshkosh, Kaukauna 
and Kimberly. By winning the regional title, the team advanced to the state tourna-
ment in Baraboo where Neenah beat West De Pere, but lost to St. Mary’s Springs and 
Baraboo to end their season. The team consisted of Brody Staffeld, Ashton Vanbeek, 
Brayden Schwerin, Brett Walther, Cameron Diekfuss, Cashtin Tiedt, Colin Martin, 
David Linstedt, Davidson Rhodes, Devin Pasic, Isaac Babbitts, James Buchanan, 
Kaden Leiton, Lukas Copeland, Luke Fairweather, Max Gerken, Owen Pire and  
Tyson Huss. The team was coached by Dave Huss, Tim Tiedt and Travis Pire. 

Neenah Legion ousted at regional tourney
Neenah News

The Neenah Legion baseball team had 
its season end at the Class AAA regional 
tournament in Appleton last week with 
losses to Manitowoc (6-2) and the Apple-
ton Doubledays (17-4). 

In the tournament opener, Neenah ral-
lied for two runs in the top of the seventh 
but couldn’t notch anymore against the 
eventual tournament champions. 

Wilson Balthus, Ty McNeely and Blake 
Griesbach had the only hits in the game 
for Neenah, while McNeely and Gries-
bach drove in the runs. 

Griesbach was saddled with the loss on the 
mound for Neenah despite not giving up an 
earned run in the game. He scattered seven 
hits and struck out four in the game but Neen-
ah committed five errors in the game. 

Against the Doubledays, Neenah ral-
lied from a four-run deficit to tie the game 
at 4-4 after six innings before Appleton 
erupted for 13 runs in the top of the sev-
enth to earn the win. 

Dustin Dorton-Clohessy had a two-run 
double in a three-run sixth inning that 
tied the game, while Balthus and Hunter 
Hilgers also had RBIs. 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ
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Sports Story
Write a sports story about 

something that happened in a 
game you played or watched.

Rowing
Football (Soccer)
Table Tennis
Breaking
Artistic Swimming
Badminton
Marathon Swimming
Archery
Basketball
Weightlifting
Golf
Boxing

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

12
11
13
18

7
33
28
30
27
10
32
15 Standards Link: Connect artistic 

representations to meaning.

Look for five symbols 
in today’s newspaper. 
Show them to a friend 
to see if they can tell 

what the symbol 
represents.

The Great 
Symbol Search

It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. At the 
Olympic Games, a picture is worth a thousand words in 
hundreds of languages.

Pictograms are simpli�ed pictures or symbols. There is 
one for each sport to help people from all over the world 
understand what is happening. For example, this 
        pictogram represents the 
         Olympic sport of judo.

                   Do the math to match 
               each pictogram to the 
                   name of the Summer 
                  Olympic event that it 
           represents.

Imagine you’re �ying to Paris, 
but you forgot to attach your 
nametag to your suitcase. 
Write your name on the tag, 
then follow the maze to �nd 
your suitcase.

Explore more at olympics.com

3 + 3 + 6 =

Pictograms

Don’t Miss Your Flight!

8 + 9 + 1 = 22 - 12 =17 - 4 =

3 + 6 + 2 =14 + 14 = 5 + 2 =9 + 9 + 9 =

11 + 11 + 11 =18 - 3 = 41 - 9 =24 + 6 =

   his summer, the world turns its eyes to Paris, France.
      Why? That’s where the Summer Olympics will be 
held starting on Friday, July 26 through Sunday, 
August 11, 2024.

Take a look at the logo for the Paris 
Summer Olympic Games. At �rst, 
you’ll see the Olympic �ame and the 
Olympic rings. But take a closer look.

Do you see a face and hair? This is 
the face of a goddess that is seen as 
the symbol for liberty and wisdom 
in France.

Use this code to reveal her name.

= A

Who’s there?

= E
= I
= M

= N
= R

START

FINISH
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With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Read these questions to a family member. 
How many did they get right?

1. What do the �ve rings of the 
Olympics mean?
 ❏ Five Cities
 ❏ Five Countries
 ❏ Five Continents

2. What does the Olympic Motto 
“Citius, Altius, Fortius” mean?
 ❏ Smarter, Stronger, Faster
 ❏ Swifter, Higher, Stronger
 ❏ Better, Bigger, Bolder

3. According to the Olympic 
Creed, the most important 
thing in the Olympic Games 
is not to win but …
 ❏ to play fair.
 ❏ to win big.
 ❏ to take part.

4. Where is the Olympic torch 
�rst lit?
 ❏ Athens
 ❏ Greece
 ❏ Olympia

5. Women were �rst allowed to 
compete in the Olympics in 
what year?
 ❏ 1800
 ❏ 1900
 ❏ 2000

6. The 2026 Winter  Olympic 
Games will be held in:
 ❏ Italy
 ❏ Germany
 ❏ Norway

7. Which of the following is 
NOT a color of one of the 
Olympic rings?
 ❏ Blue
 ❏ Purple
 ❏ Black

8. All the participating countries 
sent female athletes for the 
�rst time in which Olympics?
 ❏ 1976 Montreal
 ❏ 1984 Los Angeles
 ❏ 2012 London

Standards Link: Math: Calculate sums and differences to 100.

The 2024 Paralympic Games
This is the logo of the 2024 
Paralympic Games.

Athletes with physical disabilities 
from around the world compete 
in the Paralympic Games every 
four years alongside the Olympics. 
In fact, Paralympics means 
“alongside the Olympics.”

The Paralympics began 64 years 
ago. What year was that?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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GYMNASTICS
WATER POLO
BASEBALL
SWIMMING
SURFING
SAILING
KARATE
TENNIS
SOCCER
TRACK
CANOE
GOLF
JUDO
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Find the words in the puzzle by 
looking up, down, backwards, 

forwards, sideways and diagonally.

The Summer Olympic Games Are Back!

EXTREME SPORT ATHLETE
YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR 
COMMUNITY ADVOCATE 
COMMUNITY INTEREST IDEA 
FOR A NEWS STORY 

Send us your ideas at submit@neenahnewsnow.com or submit@oshkoshherald.com 


