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Neenah News

Immanuel United Church of Christ 
will be closing its doors in Neenah after 
150 years in the community, citing de-
clining congregation numbers that were 
further challenged by the pandemic.

The Rev. Tom Fritz said the church’s 
assets will be put into an endowment 
fund to support the community in per-
petuity. Funds have been contributed 
over the years to Neenah public schools 
to aid low-income youth, among other 
initiatives.

Fritz, who has been interim pastor 
since 2019, said the church will close on 
the last Sunday of the year or earlier if 
they find a buyer for the building at 118 
Oak St. at the corner of Doty Street.

Immanuel United was founded by 60 

members of a Wisconsin Lutheran Syn-
od seeking an independent Lutheran 
Church when they purchased the build-
ing in 1874 from the English Methodist 
Church, according to the church’s web-
site.

“As I understand it, it’s the oldest 
structure of a church in the city,” Fritz 
said.

In 1922, it joined the Evangelical 
Synod of North America and started 
services in English instead of German. 
The name Immanuel United Church of 
Christ of Neenah was sent in to be regis-
tered as its official name in 1961.

IUCC has held a community meal 
program twice per month with the part-
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Immanuel United Church of Christ has been in the community since 1874.See Church closing on Page 9
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Menagerie of glass
Considered the nation’s only outdoor all-glass art event, the Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass Arts Festival on Saturday drew 43 artists from around the nation 
and beyond to the grounds of the museum on a sunny summer day. 

With decades of advocacy handling complex and hard-to-win cases,

Attorney George Curtis will fight for you. You have a right to be heard.

3475 Omro Road, Suite 200, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54904 | 920-233-1010 | www.apexaccidents.com

We take TOUGH cases.

County register of deeds, 
U.S. House races also set
Neenah News

First-term incumbent Rep. Nate Gus-
tafson of Fox Crossing prevailed over 
Rep. Michael Schraa of Oshkosh in the 
Republican primary for the newly drawn 
55th Assembly District that Schraa was 
shifted to from the 53rd that he has rep-
resented for 12 years. 

Real estate agent and Winneconne na-
tive Kyle Kehoe will 
face Gustafson in No-
vember as a Democrat 
for that state seat. 

Gustafson received 
4,643 votes com-
pared with 3,787 for 
Schraa in the As-
sembly district that 
covers Fox Crossing, 
Grand Chute, Omro 
and Winneconne, along with portions of 
south and southwest Oshkosh. 

“I am beyond thankful,” Gustafson 
posted on Facebook after the votes were 
tallied. “Onward to November.”

Schraa, an Oshkosh native and owner 
of Leon’s Frozen Custard, has been in the 
Assembly since 2012 serving the 53rd 
District that was remapped earlier this 
year with boundaries farther north of the 
Oshkosh area. He expressed his gratitude 
for serving the district in a Facebook post.

“The election results were not what 

Primary voters 
pick Gustafson 
and Phillips

Gustafson

See Primary election on Page 8

Immanuel United ending long legacy as city congregation
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WWW.WATERFEST.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO ON UPCOMING SHOWS

GATES OPEN 5:45PM

AT THE LEACH AMPHITHEATER
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21

WEDNESDAY 
WATERFEST

FINALE!
$30

RESERVED 

VIP

Child's 
Anthem 

The Music 
of Toto

Danny 
Seraphine 

and CTA 
with former 

Chicago singer 
and Bassist Jeff 

Coffey

General
Admisson

$20

Before 7pm $15

Police note traffic backups between cities
Neenah News

Recent vehicle traffic congestion in 
Menasha on Nicolet Boulevard, Ahnaip 
Street and the Racine Street bridge cor-
ridor is related to closure of Washington 
Street for traffic signal reconstruction at 
River Street.

Menasha police said Neenah is moni-
toring the signals at Ahnaip and Nicolet 
and at Washington and Nicolet, which 
Neenah controls, to reduce the conges-

tion that carries over onto Doty Island and 
into Neenah. 

Road construction on Interstate 41 has 
caused additional traffic to divert through 
the two cities and with the Tayco Street 
bridge closed since August 6, the Racine 
Street bridge is currently the only intercity 
connection between Neenah and Mena-
sha.  

The project is expected to last until late 
August with a target completion date be-

fore Labor Day.
“There will be daily congestion and we 

ask drivers to be patient and plan for addi-
tional travel times,” Menasha police said in 
a statement. “Aggressive, inattentive and 
reckless driving will only cause crashes 
and add to the congestion and delays.”

Boat traffic has priority over vehicular 
traffic on the Racine Street bridge, which 
opens for boats, except in the event of an 
emergency.

Neenah Historical Society

Downtown cinema
Bikes are parked outside of the Neenah Cinema in August 1996 with the movie 
“Twister” showing. The cinema was demolished in 1998 to make way for the Neen-
ah Center Towers.

Neenah News

“Chasing Stars: Faces in Art,” a pop-up 
art show with Neenah native Ben Erick-
son, is set from 6 to 8 p.m. Sept. 17 and 
18 at the Ballroom at The Reserve, 116 S. 
Commercial St. 

The free show hosted by Future Neen-
ah will feature more than 40 of Erickson’s 
paintings in his first art exhibition. The 
Neenah High School alumnus has painted 
more than 150 portraits with some incor-
porating mixed-media elements such as 
bottle caps, rhinestones, glitter, soda/beer 
labels and candy wrappers. Each painting 
comes with its own story about either the 
process or how he came to the final result 
or encounter to obtain an autograph. 

Some of his notable subjects include 
Jordan Love, Aaron Rodgers, Brett Favre, 
Simone Biles, Jerry Seinfeld, Odell Beck-
ham, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Steph Curry, 
Clayton Kershaw, Aaron Judge, Charles 
Barkley, Barry Bonds, John Daly, Dwyane 
Wade, Christian Yelich, Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo, Post Malone and Luke Combs. 

There will be a cash bar and live music 
Sept. 17 by Mary McCurdy. 

Art show features 
Neenah artist’s works

Nyj �• d 

Photo Shoe Box, Slides, VHS Tapes, 8mm Tapes...
...all transfered to digital, 

IN STORE so it never leaves our hands.

Downtown Oshkosh
920-233-2424

www.cameracasino.com

165 North Park Avenue, Neenah, WI 54956  
@bmmglass | bmmglass.com

Get 10% o�
 Museum Shop purchases 

when you become a 
member!

Memberships start at $35

Extraordinary 
Glass Experiences
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920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $350

Locally Owned & Operated
Neenah, WI

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

Vinland couple’s sunflower field blooms into attraction
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

By the time you read this, the vibrant, 
golden-yellow sunflowers blooming in a 
field just outside the city will have faded, 
but their seeds will continue to provide 
nourishment for birds all winter long.

This marks the fourth year Paul and 
Heather Kuehnl of Vinland Farm Co. have 
cultivated a sunflower field on part of their 
50-acre property in the Town of Neenah. 
They also welcome the public to enjoy the 
field for one special day each year.

While in previous years about a hun-
dred people would show up, this year the 
sunflowers generated a buzz of an esti-
mated 1,000 people who visited to take 
pictures, learn about agriculture and enjoy 
the brilliant blooms. 

Paul loaded the back of a pickup truck 
with fresh-cut sunflowers that visitors 
could purchase and the line to snag one 
stretched to the road. While visiting the 
sunflowers, patrons also walked past field 
corn and sweet corn crops.

“People not only saw sunflowers, they 
asked questions about, why does this corn 
look different than that corn?” Paul said. 
“It’s nice to get people out and experience 
local agriculture more than just the sun-
flowers.”

Paul shared that the inside of a sunflow-
er head is packed with hundreds of tiny 
flowers within its central disk. The florets 
attract pollinators, including honeybees 
seen collecting nectar from the blooms. 
Each floret may develop into a seed.

A fourth-generation farmer, Paul said he 
and wife Heather decided to start growing 
black oil sunflowers for something differ-
ent to put in their farm stand at their home 
property near the intersection of County 
A and Nelson Court in Vinland. 

If you’ve ever driven the Lake Win-
nebago lake road between Neenah and 
Oshkosh, you’ve probably seen the lit-
tle red self-serve farm stand that’s open 
year-round and seasonally stocked with 
sunflower seeds, deer corn, sweet corn, 
pumpkins and gourds. 

Both Paul, 45, and Heather, 43, have 
full-time jobs. The farm stand provides 
supplemental income and a hobby. 

“There’s good days and bad days,” 
Heather said. “You know, farming defi-
nitely takes a lot of time and dedication.”

Paul added that it can be frustrating 

when the couple want to go and do some-
thing but instead needs to tend to the 
crops while the weather is good. 

Last week, the sunflowers stood tall in 
the sunshine, ranging from just a few feet, 
to 6 feet or more. A rustic barn created a 
picturesque background as the flowers 
shifted and swayed in the summer breeze.

The breathtaking sight has quickly be-
come a popular spot for photographers. 
Brooke Bornemann of Borne Brave Pho-
tography in Omro traveled there to take 
photos of Ripon High senior Sienna 
Dahlvig. 

Bornemann said she and Dahlvig 
showed up at a sunflower field in Ripon 
but the flowers were too far past their 

prime for photos. 
“I cannot thank Vinland Farm Co. 

enough for allowing us to come out to-
night to soak up all the beauty of their 
land,” she said.

This week, the sunflower heads – called 
inflorescence – are beginning to droop in 
the farm field on County G as the flowers 
form seeds. 

In early fall, the seeds will be harvested, 
stored in 20-pound bags and placed for 
sale in the farm stand. An acre of sunflow-
ers yields about 2,000 pounds of seeds 
that provide a variety of wild birds with an 
important food source, especially during 
the cold Wisconsin winter. 

Though the stunning visuals of the sun-

flowers in bloom have faded, those inter-
ested in seeing them will have an opportu-
nity again next year as Paul said the couple 
plan to continue growing them. Informa-
tion on the field and farm stand is shared 
on the Vinland Farm Co. Facebook page.

“I like to get people back in touch with 
agriculture because that’s what’s changed,” 
he said. “If you go back to my generation 
or even two or three generations, every-
body was more in touch with agriculture.” 

The sunflower field stands as an exam-
ple of how a bright idea can blossom into 
something beautiful. 

“We’ve always been out here, but we’re 
maybe the little hidden secret.”

Neenah News

Heather and Paul Kuehnl of Vinland Farm 
Co. have opened their sunflower field to the 
public each of the past four years at 3073 
County G, attracting visitors each year 
before the flowers are turned into seeds to be 
sold at a local farm stand.

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

ROAST DUCK DINNER
Served last Wed. of each month

Roast Duck served with made from scratch 
dressing & gravy and real mashed potatoes 
Reservations required. Full menu available. 

APPLETON | GREEN BAY | NEENAH | OSHKOSH 

bergstromchevrolet.com
136 mo, 10,000 mi/yr lease with $4,995 due at signing.  $1,500 less due at signing for GM and 
non-GM lessees. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and service fees extra. Ends 9/3/24.
224 mo, 10,000 mi/yr lease with $4,995 due at signing. $500 less due at signing for GM and 
non-GM lessees. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and service fees extra. Ends 9/3/24.

2025 Trax
LS

199 PER
MONTH2

2024 Silverado
Crew Cab 2FL 

359 PER
MONTH1

All-New
2025 Equinox
Now Available!
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PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  |  920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI

PROTECT YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
WITH ABC SEAMLESS SIDING

ON YOUR NEXT ABC SEAMLESS STEEL SIDING PROJECT

Zero maintenance, No painting
Durable, heavy-gauge steel

Sustainable and Energy Efficient

EST

1977

WrightwayBuilt.com  | 920-232-5600

Oshkosh, WI
*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $2500 on complete ABC Seamless steel siding project over 

1,200 sq ft. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 
prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

Offer Expires 8/31/2024

FREE INSULATION
ON A FULL HOUSE OF SIDING

*Must be presented at time of estimate. Free insulation on a full house of ABC Seamless steel siding.
Not valid with any other offers/promotions. Void where 

prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

District mourns passing of 
Tullar Elementary principal
Neenah News

The recent passing of Tullar Elementary 
School Principal Amber Zernzach is being 
mourned in the Neenah Joint School Dis-
trict after she was diag-
nosed with neuroendo-
crine cancer in April. 

Zernzach, 36, was 
principal at Tullar for 
the past two years af-
ter a year as principal 
at Rosendale-Brandon 
Elementary School. 
She previously worked 
three years as a liter-
acy coach and reading interventionist at 
Webster Stanley Elementary School in 
Oshkosh and taught fifth grade for a year 
at Roosevelt Elementary in Oshkosh. She 
began her career in teaching at Winne-
conne Elementary School where she was 
employed for five years.

“Amber made a significant impact on our 

district and her students in her short time in 
Neenah as shown by the outpouring of sup-
port during her illness,” said Neenah Joint 
School District Superintendent Steve Harri-
son. “This is a devastating time for all of us 
in NJSD. We extend our deepest sympathies 
and support to her family as well as the stu-
dents and staff at Tullar Elementary.”

The Kenosha native earned a degree in el-
ementary education from the University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh and a master’s in educa-
tion from UW-Stout. She is survived by her 
husband, Ryan, and their three daughters.

A celebration of life for Zernzach was 
held Monday and her family suggested 
that in lieu of flowers or gifts that contri-
butions be made to the Amber Zernzach 
Memorial at Verve Credit Union to sup-
port her children’s educational aspirations.

Bill Richardson, a longtime counselor 
and administrator in Neenah until his re-
tirement in 2022, has been assisting at Tul-
lar and will continue as interim principal.

Zernzach

Neenah News

Airport appearance
The ThedaStar air ambulance helicopter visited the Brennand Airport Fly-in last week-
end west of Neenah. The annual event is the main fundraiser for EAA Chapter 41 with 
proceeds supporting the Fox Cities Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol.

Local man convicted in four fatalities
Neenah News

A 48-year-old Neenah man was convict-
ed last week in Waupaca County Court in 
the deaths of four siblings by intoxicated 
use of a vehicle Dec. 16 in the Town of 
Weyauwega.  

Scott Farmer reached a plea deal in 
court by pleading no contest to four 
counts of homicide by intoxicated use of a 
vehicle and one charge of operating while 
intoxicated. 

Other charges that included several traf-
fic violations were dropped but read into 

the record.
Farmer was driving the wrong way on 

County X at U.S. 10 on that Saturday night 
when he crashed head-on into a vehicle, 
killing Daniel Gonzalez, 25; Fabian Gon-
zalez, 23; Lilian Gonzalez, 14; and Danie-
la Gonzalez, 9.

He had four previous OWI convictions 
and his driver’s license is revoked for life. 
A sentencing date has been set for Nov. 22.

An online fundraiser was created for the 
family of the victims, who were originally 
from Ecuador. 
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COMING  SOON!
In September Winnebago County

Public Health will be unveiling two
FREE Public Health Vending Machines.  

These machines will offer
free access to 

life-saving harm reduction
supplies and other essential

public health items.

Keep an eye out for upcoming updates about the unveiling!  Questions?  Contact (920) 232-3000

Law enforcement experiences can have personal impact 
By Kyle Sorensen

As the saying goes, time goes by like the 
blink of an eye. It feels just like yesterday 
when I began my law enforcement career. 
While saying the year was 2010 seems like 
nothing, saying it was over 14 years ago 
already makes me feel somewhat shocked. 

Fresh out of college and the police acad-
emy, I found myself in my new, crisp uni-
form, full duty gear, boots shined and the 
feeling of eagerness to begin responding 
to calls for service in the small Wiscon-
sin community I was serving. As I would 
quickly find out, it wouldn’t take long to 

get sent to my first 
call for service.

It was a cool 
spring night, and 
I was just an hour 
or so into my first 
ever shift when 
my badge number 
came over the ra-

dio. To say I was excited would certainly be 
an understatement. My excitement quick-
ly turned into severe concern as it was a 
medical call in reference to a 17-year-old 
male who was pulseless and not breathing 
(PNB). 

When I arrived, I was met by the father 
of the patient who was screaming, crying 
and absolutely distraught. As I tried to pull 
information out of the father about what 
had happened, we found ourselves in the 
attic of the residence where the father had 
found his son with a needle in his arm, 
overdosed on heroin. This was before the 

availability of Narcan. At this time, only 
some paramedic units stocked Narcan in 
their ambulances, certainly not law en-
forcement officers.

As the medical call progressed, lifesav-
ing measures were performed and it felt 
like an eternity due to response rates in 
the area at that time. When paramedics 
and first responders arrived and took over, 
I watched as what seemed to be a lifeless 
body began to show life. The male was 
transported and ultimately made a full re-
covery. The family put their son into treat-
ment and I’m happy to report that after 14 

years, he is alive and thriving.
This problem hits everywhere, from 

large cities to small. From young to old, 
from rich to poor. Addiction has no 
boundaries. Addiction doesn’t care where 
you live, where you work or what your life 
story is. While I have been involved with 
countless drug related calls and investiga-
tions in my career, this next example has 
stuck with me and is a testament to my 
claims that addiction has no boundaries.

Back in early 2019, I was dispatched to 
a welfare check involving a family who 
had just moved into the community I was 

serving. The house they built was the nic-
est on the street, with eye-catching design, 
pristine landscaping, you name it. There 
was turmoil in the family and the husband 
and wife decided to divorce. 

I learned that the couple’s children had 
reported that “mommy” was spending a 
lot of time in the bathroom. They referred 
to a cupboard in the bathroom as “mom-
my’s corner.” A somewhat older child had 
taken a picture of what she had seen within 
mommy’s corner and showed it to me. Un-

Photo from Kyle Sorensen

Pink fentanyl and related drug paraphernalia were seized during a Winnebago County drug 
case earlier this year.

By Sally Patterson 

Please be aware that drug abuse can 
happen in any family. Abuse does not tar-
get one age group, nationality, sex, eco-
nomic status or religion. 

We were a “normal American family.” 
We raised our three children in Neenah 
— small town, safe. We had a dog and cat 
and cottage at Lake Poygan. I was very 
involved in our children’s lives – in PTO, 
room mother, chaperone on field trips.

The DARE program was invited to Neen-
ah schools to equip the students with knowl-
edge about drug abuse and skills for resisting 
peer pressure to experiment with drugs and 
alcohol. Parents were invited to attend the 
sessions so they also could learn more about 
these issues and become aware of the signs 
of possible experimenting, the smell, etc. 

I did not attend these DARE program 
sessions — my children would never be 
using drugs, I told myself. When Ryan, 
our middle child, was in third grade he at-
tended his first DARE program. He came 

home very excited and said, “Mom don’t 
ever use drugs. – they can fry your brain.” I 
replied, “Thank you. I will remember that.” 

A few minutes later he came down from 
his bedroom and pasted a sign he had been 
making on the wall. It was a no-smoking sign. 
He said, “Mom, no one smokes in our family. 

I am putting this sign up in the dining room 
in case visitors come that do smoke. They will 
know it is not allowed in this house.”

Ten years later, Ryan was a freshman in 
college and his life started turning and so 
did ours. The children’s bedrooms were 
upstairs and after Ryan had come home 
from college on a holiday visit I went up 
the stairs. There was a terrible odor. I asked 
Ryan about the smell and he said one of 
his roommates smokes and the smell must 

have gotten into his suitcase. 
We went on a family vacation that win-

ter. We would come back to our rental and 
often there was this “smell.” I asked two 
of our children who were with us about it 
and no one seemed to know anything.

Our awareness continued – bad grades, 
estrangement, walking around “doped up 
for 20 years.” My message besides being 
aware is that there is always hope. Our 
family has had counseling, NAMI educa-
tion classes and support groups, 12-step 
programs like Al-Anon and CoDa, church 
services, Bible studies. 

Drug abuse can be turned around into a 
new life, a better way to live through sup-
portive groups, healthy relationships. Or 
drug abuse can end in death, suicide or 
living an empty, isolated life. 

One of every four people either is an 
addict or has someone in their family or a 
friend that is. Becoming aware, asking for 
help is the first step. There is always hope 
and support.  

More information
Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation (DARE) is a nationwide 
education program that tries to 
prevent use of controlled drugs, 
membership in gangs and violent 
behavior. (https://dare.org)
The National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) of Oshkosh is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to education, advocacy and sup-
port to those affected by mental 
illness. NAMI Oshkosh partners 
with local crisis, law enforcement, 
social services agencies and com-
munity groups (www.nami.org).

About the series 
August is Fentanyl Awareness 
Month, highlighting the impact 
of a drug that has contributed 
to 59% of the more than 150 
overdose deaths in Winnebago 
County from 2018 to 2022. Many 
of these deaths were uninten-
tional and the number is rising. 
The Oshkosh Herald and Neenah 
News are sharing personal essays 
of people who have been impact-
ed by fentanyl and other danger-
ous drugs.  
Winnebago County Public Health, 
sponsor of the fentanyl awareness 
series, has resources at www.
co.winnebago.wi.us/node/13313 
or by calling 920-232-3000. Sub-
stance use harm reduction ser-
vices are available from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

See Sorenson on Page 11

Programs await families looking for the help they need

Submitted photo

Sally Patterson and her son Ryan.



Page 6 x neenahnewsnow.com August 16, 2024

Check Your hearing

Your preferred providers in Neenah 

Dr. Melissa DintelmanDr. Lisa Esser

Is it challenging to hear on the 
phone?

Do you miss key words in a 
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about 
your TV volume?

YES   NO
Do others seem to mumble or 
speak too softly?

Do you frequently say, “Huh?” 
or “What?”

Has it been tough to follow 
conversations on video chats?

YES   NO

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

 Neenah • 1148 Westowne Drive
Conveniently located off Winneconne Ave.

Additonal locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

If you or a loved one answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, it could mean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.  

Call us to schedule an evaluation today.
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Nationwide program turns bags into benches
NexTrex recyling challenge  
engages communities
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Turning trash into treasure has a new 
meaning to several local organizations and 
municipalities that are collecting thou-
sands of pounds of grocery bags and oth-
er plastic to be made into park benches as 
part of an innovative nationwide recycling 
program.

Plastic bags are not recyclable through 
curbside recycling programs, with most 
ending up in landfills. The Larsen-Win-
chester Lion’s Club and the towns of Neen-
ah and Vinland are among the local entities 
collecting polyethylene (PE) film plastics, 
including grocery bags, bread bags, pro-
duce bags, ziplocks, bubble wrap, food 
wrappers and shrink wrap, as part of the 
NexTrex recycling challenge. 

Participants sign up to collect more 
than 1,000 pounds of soft film plastics in 
a 12-month span and those that success-

fully complete the challenge are awarded a 
bench made from recycled plastics. 

The NexTrex challenge is hosted by Trex, 
a composite decking company out of Win-
chester, Va. Trex collects PE plastics and 
mixes them with wood waste such as saw-
dust from flooring and cabinet manufac-
turers to turn them into decking, benches 
and outdoor furniture. 

Trex recycling programs coordinator 
Emily Whitacre said there are benefits 
to using recycled plastic for decking and 
benches over traditional materials, with 
some lines warrantied to last from 25 to 50 
years. 

“You don’t have to maintain it in any 
way,” she said. “I mean, once a year it might 
need a wash down. But it’s not affected by 
insects, it doesn’t fade, it doesn’t stain. It’s a 
fantastic product.”

Each year, the company repurposes 
about 400 million pounds of plastic film.

“Over the past 16 years, our partnerships 
with schools and community groups have 
become a primary channel for sourcing 
this key ingredient for our products and we 

want to make it as easy as possible for these 
like-minded organizations to be part of our 
upcycling process,” she said.

The NexTrex challenge is open to mu-
nicipalities, schools, civic groups, houses 
of worship and university organizations. 
The company reports that more than 2,500 
groups and schools have participated na-
tionwide, recycling more than 1.8 million 
pounds of PE film. 

“With the NexTrex program, you not 
only know where your recycled plastic 
film is going, but also how it will be used,” 
Whitacre said. “With the help of thousands 
of community partners across the country, 
we are able to divert millions of pounds of 
plastic waste each year from ending up in 
landfills and give it new life as beautiful and 
sustainable Trex decking.”

Trex also has more than 3,000 drop-off 

locations for PE plastics nationwide. In 
Wisconsin, those include Family Fare, Fes-
tival Foods, Fresh Thyme, Hyvee, Kohl’s, 
Metro Market, Meijer, Pick ’n Save, Piggly 
Wiggly, Roundy’s, Save-A-Lot and Web-
ster’s Marketplace.

Whitacre shared that one of the easiest 
ways to determine if material is a PE plastic 
suitable for recycling through the program 
is to check if the material stretches. 

“If you can press your fingers into it and 
leave a dimple, it’s generally the right type 
of plastic,” she said.

Frozen food and chip bags, pet food 
bags, meat packaging and candy bar wrap-
pers are not acceptable in the program.

The plastics are bailed and transported 
to a Trex manufacturing center where the 

Neenah News

A bench made of recycled plastic and wood waste is shown in Trailhead Park in Larsen, installed 
by the Larsen-Winchester Lion’s Club that received it as part of the NexTrex recycling challenge.

See Plastic recycling on Page 7
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materials are made into outdoor living 
products. Trex estimates a 20-by-20-foot 
deck contains more than 1,500 pounds of 
recycled and reclaimed wood and plastic 
film.

The Larsen-Winchester Lion’s Club has 
been participating in the NexTrex chal-
lenge for about three years, recycling more 
than 13 tons of PE plastic. A trailer outside 
its warehouse near Trailhead Park in Lars-
en is open to the public to drop off PE plas-
tics any day or time.

Club president Beck Hilliker said he 
weighed it out and 1,000 plastic bags 
weighs about 18 pounds, meaning it takes 
about 55,000 recycled bags to reach the 
1,000 pounds of plastic required to com-
plete the NexTrex challenge.

The club has obtained about 20 bench-
es through the program that are placed in 
local parks, including two in nearby Trail-
head Park. Hilliker said the Lion’s Club is 
in discussions with the city of Neenah to 
place some of the benches in Arrowhead 
Park, which is undergoing improvements.

The Town of Vinland began participat-
ing in the challenge in 2021 and collects 
plastic in curbside bins at the two town hall 
entrances at 6085 County T, on the east 
and north side of the building. Overflow 
PE plastic is also collected inside.

Clerk Karen Brazee said the town has re-
ceived two benches from Trex through the 
program and is on its way to a third. One 
will be placed near the town hall in an area 
earmarked for a memorial for retired staff, 
while the second one is being raffled off to 
raise money to support accessorizing the 
town’s new fire truck. Raffle tickets may be 
purchased in the office or at the Vinland 
175th celebration from 1 to 4 p.m. Sept. 14 

at the town hall, with the winner selected 
that day.

In the Town of Neenah, Clerk Ellen 
Skerke said this is the town’s first year 
participating in the challenge and began 
collecting plastic July 1. In less than two 
months, the town has already achieved 
12% of its goal for collection.

The town hall has a drop box outside 
the front door at 1600 Breezewood Lane, 
so residents can drop off plastics any day 
or time. Skerke also encouraged area busi-
nesses to participate. 

“There’s probably a lot of small business-
es that have this type of plastic, as well,” 
she said. “It could be shrink wrap from 
when pallets and materials come into their 
building, or when they purchase products 
and are putting them out for sale, but I’m 
just thinking that smaller businesses might 
have an opportunity to save this type of 
plastic and keep it out of the landfill.”

Skerke said even after the yearlong chal-
lenge is complete, the town will continue 
collecting plastic.

“Of course the bench is a nice thing and 
any time you can get something like that 
for free is a good thing for the town, but re-
ally the ultimate goal is to keep this plastic 
out of the landfill so if we reach that goal 
we’re not just going to cut it off and say it’s 
not our problem,” she said.

Though a location for a bench made from 
recycled plastics hasn’t yet been selected by 
the town, Skerke said Keating Park, which 
recently had new restrooms and a gazebo 
added, would be an ideal location.

“I think any of our parks could probably 
use another bench,” she said.

In Neenah, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
is also participating in the challenge; while 
First Congregational Church, Oshkosh 
Area Community Pantry, Lakeside Ele-
mentary and Oakwood Elementary are 
among participants in Oshkosh.

Neenah News

Larsen-Winchester Lion’s Club President Beck Hilliker shows a trailer that is used as a drop-
off site for polyethylene film plastics that are later turned into outdoor living products through 
an innovative recycling program.

Plastic recycling
from Page 6
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Questions! Questions! Let us introduce ourselves! 

Who owns the Neenah News? 
Neenah News is family-supported by Jeff and Karen Schneider of Oshkosh. 
Karen is the sole owner of Oshkosh Herald LLC, parent company for 
both the Oshkosh Herald and Neenah News. She has worked at several 
newspapers since the mid-1980s where she got her start in the A/R 
department of the Arizona Republic.
We are locally owned and operated and not affiliated with any other media 
organization, nor are we a rebranded News-Record.

Why Neenah? 
Schneider likes to say that after receiving many requests to expand the 
Herald, which debuted in January 2018, in different communities over the 
years one writer from Neenah/Fox Crossing “caught me at a weak moment” 
and the expansion to Neenah began in February 2022.

Why did I start receiving it every week in the mail?  
Our mission began as a quest to have better-informed communities by filling 
the void of local news.
Originally launched as a subscription model, Neenah News increased its 
distribution using bulk mail to every address in ZIP code 54956 in August 
2023 with a special issue featuring the new Neenah High School. 
Nearly 1,000 families and several local businesses supported Neenah 
News from the beginning, knowing community news is vital for a healthy 
community. What the businesses learned is that “print is not dead” as an 
advertising vehicle and requested Neenah News to follow the bulk mail 
model of the Herald.   

How many newspapers get mailed every week? 
We now mail just over 21,300 copies in ZIP code 54956 of the Neenah 
News. The Herald has a mailing of 32,000. Together we reach more than 
53,000 homes and 88,000 readers in Winnebago County. 

Is a weekly newspaper sustainable? 
Great question! One thing to understand is the Schneiders’ investment is in 
paper and postage. Unlike brick-and-mortar stores that may put their capital in 
equipment and inventory, our investment’s value is in the information we share – 
which isn’t something you can take to the bank. 
The newspaper is a “community” product. Its sustainability is based on the support 
of advertisers and community members who support our mission. The advertising 
will be sustainable if we “shop local.” We often hear how a reader shops at XYZ 
because they advertise in the News or Herald. We receive donations from readers 
and we have a Membership program where readers join for $50 annually. Members 
and supporters receive offers throughout the year as a Thank You for their support.

If you have questions, please email karen at karen@oshkoshherald.com.
To become a member visit www.neenahnewsnow.com/subscribe

or call our office at 920-486-1616.

516 N Commmmmercial Street
Neenah, WWWWI 54956
(920) 722222-1113

www.aceharrrrdware.com

Monday-Friday 7AM-8PM
Saturday 7:30AM-5PM

Sunday 9AM-4PM

HARDWAREHARDWARE

Sip’n’Swap. Sat | May 18, 12-4pm
Bring in seeds, cuttings, or seedlings to swap.

Guest speaker: Shannon Davis-Foust.
Huge Rummage Sale

all day Fri 24, Sat, 25th
with Chic-Fil-A Food Truck

Live Music Sun 26 &
La Fogata Food Truck | 1-4pm

Bring in seeds, cuttings, or seedlings to swap.
Guest speaker: Shannon Davis-Foust.

Huge Rummage Sale
all day Fri 24, Sat, 25th

with Chic-Fil-A Food Truck
Live Music Sun 26 &

La Fogata Food Truck | 1-4pm

Sun, Mon,
Thur, Fri 11-7

Sat 9-7
Handcrafted Meads, 

Wines, Ciders

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

See FB for details!

ANNIVERSARY PARTY
Sunday September 1 at 12 pm

Join us for live music by
Adrian Lambrecht and Larry Mueller

and Tasty Thai food truck!

 

Saturday, Aug. 17
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Fox Valley Fish Fair, 11 a.m., Double-

Tree Neenah Hotel

Tuesday, Aug. 20
Community Band concert, 7 p.m., 

Riverside Park pavilion

Thursday, Aug. 22
Out to Lunch Concert Series: North-

soul, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park
Live Music Series: Jim N’ Nancy, 5 

p.m., Batley’s Grill & Bar, 1010 Camer-
on Way 

Saturday, Aug. 24
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park

Tuesday, Aug. 27
Movie Talks: “When Harry Met Sal-

ly,” 6:30 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Wednesday, Aug. 28
Boogie Downtown, 6 p.m., Wisconsin 

Avenue

Thursday, Aug. 29
Out to Lunch Concert Series: Luma 

Knotty, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park
Live Music Series: The Gentlemen 

Grifters, 5 p.m., Batley’s Grill & Bar, 
1010 Cameron Way 

Saturday, Aug. 31
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park

Monday, Sept. 2
Labor Day parade and Labor Fest, 10 

a.m., 157 S. Green Bay Road

Calendar 
of events

129 N. Green Bay Rd., Neenah

920-725-7401
Icubarandgrill.com

Appetizers ● Wings ● Soups
Salads ● Sandwiches ● Burgers

Wraps ● Wed & Fri Fish Fry

OPEN DAILY: 11:00am
KITCHEN CLOSES: Sun 8pm, Mon 9pm, Tues-Sat 10pm

Meat Raffle & Music 
Bingo  Thursdays  

Starts @ 6pm

Scan for full menu

we had hoped for last night,” he said. “I 
finished with integrity, keeping my word 
that I wouldn’t run a negative campaign. 
I will be forever grateful to my family, my 
campaign team and all the voters who 
trusted me to represent them these last 
12 years.”

Anthony W. Phillips defeated Blong 
Yang for state Senate District 18 in the ar-
ea’s only other primary challenge for the 
state Legislature, receiving 8,602 votes 
over Yang’s 5,225 

Phillips will now face Appleton alder-
person and Democrat Kristin Alfheim 
for that redrawn Senate district that now 
covers the Oshkosh-to-Appleton corri-
dor. State Sen. Dan Feyen, a Fond du Lac 
Republican who had represented District 
18, is now running for District 20.

In Winnebago County, Town of Black 
Wolf clerk Susan Snyder defeated Osh-
kosh Common Council member Paul 
Esslinger as Republicans vying to be the 
new county register of deeds with Na-
talie Strohmeyer not seeking another 

term. Christopher Larson of Oshkosh, 
the current chief deputy in that office, is 
the Democratic candidate who will face 
Snyder. 

Wisconsin voters also rejected two 
questions on the primary ballot asking if 
they think the state constitution should 
be amended to give the Legislature more 
control and limit the governor’s power 
when it comes to federal fund distribu-
tions.

Unofficial results posted by The Asso-
ciated Press showed both referendums 
failed by a margin of about 58 to 42 per-
cent. The outcome was a victory for Gov. 
Tony Evers and other Democrats who 
campaigned against the measures. Crit-
ics argued the amendments would have 
introduced too much red tape by making 
it harder for Wisconsin to distribute aid 
quickly during an emergency.

Former Neenah mayor and Assembly 
member Dean Kaufert will be the Repub-
lican challenger for the new 53rd District 
covering much of Neenah and Menasha 
against Democrat Duane Shukoski, also 
from Neenah, in the November election. 
Neither candidate had an opponent in 
the primary.

In the 8th Congressional District, busi-
nessman Tony Wied defeated former 
state Sen. Roger Roth and state Sen. An-
dre Jacque to become the GOP candidate 
seeking to replace Mike Gallagher in the 
House of Representatives. 

Wied will be challenged Nov. 5 by Kris-
tin Lyerly, an obstetrician-gynecologist 
and Democrat from Appleton.

Sunwest Bank chief executive Eric 
Hovde easily advanced in the Republi-
can primary over two other candidates 
to earn the right to challenge incumbent 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin in the U.S. Senate 
race.

Primary election
from Page 1
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.

To advertise in the  
Worship Directory, call 

920-385-4512.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pmAPPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Times: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 9AM

809 S Commercial St, Neenah     920-725-3956     www.our-saviors.org
Come worship with us. All are welcome here!

We have Sunday school, confirmation,
youth groups, and mission trips.

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

109 W Columbian Ave Neenah, WI 
Growing Together in Christ | Serving in Faith | Sharing God’s Love 

www.foxvalleychurch.net  
The Brigade in Downtown Neenah

Fox Valley Church of Christ

*100 FEET MINIMUM. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions.

FFrreeee GGuutttteerr CClleeaanniinngg,, CCaallll ffoorr DDeettaaiillss

PPeerrmmaanneenntt SSoolluuttiioonn ttoo CCllooggggeedd GGuutttteerrss

FFiinnaanncciinngg OOppttiioonnss

3 Easy Payment Options:

1122 MMoonntthhss SSaammee--AAss--CCaasshh

66..9999%% FFiixxeedd RRaattee

55 oorr 77 YYeeaarrss

Call for Details!

920 -232-5600

Lifetime Transferable Warranty

Installs over new or existing gutters

Most Trusted Brand for 40+ Years

Over 60 million feet installed

www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Fi i O ti

15% off

up to

$1,500.0
0*

Retiring Soon? 
Need help understanding your Medicare Health Plan Options?

Perhaps you’d like to retire early and are concerned 
about “bridging the healthcare gap” to Medicare.

Reach out today, chances are we’ve helped someone you know!

923 S. Main St, Oshkosh         920-966-0416
Jirschele Insurance 

An Independent Agency Since 2008 
“We Still Make House Calls”

nership of New Hope Lutheran Church 
that will continue as long as the church 
remains open. That program could con-
tinue as part of the endowment fund or 
in the event another church occupies 
the building.

The 18,600-square-foot building on 
about one-third acre was recently listed 
by J. Ross & Associates for $700,000. 

Endowment details will be deter-
mined this fall when church leaders 
know the disposition of the building. 
If there isn’t a buyer before the end of 
the year the church will be deeded over 
to its regional conference, which will 
disperse the funds.

“That way our presence in the com-
munity will not die; it just morphs into 
another kind of ministry,” Fritz said.

“Even though our church is closing, 
our presence here in Neenah will con-
tinue forever.” 

The church shared a pastor with a 
Lutheran church in Oshkosh before 
Fritz, who also was co-founder of the re-

gion’s LEAVEN assistance organization, 
stepped in as interim leader. He said 
deficit spending and declining congre-
gation numbers forced the tough deci-
sion to end the church’s time as an active 
congregation.

Financial assets will be put into a fund 
earning interest as the congregation de-
cides who and what programs will be 
supported indefinitely. 

“We will be leaving a legacy, and it 
will be a legacy of service to the com-
munity for programs that have a human 
need,” Fritz said. “We just have to figure 
that part out.”

The church’s council will organize 
its historical records that will be trans-
ferred to the Neenah Historical Society, 
which will process it for its archives. 
Museum coordinator and archivist Mi-
randa Ridener said the procedure allows 
them to review and note significant doc-
uments and input that information in its 
system for research needs.

Immanuel United’s final service is 
tentatively set for Dec. 29 and open to 
anyone in the community who has had a 
connection with the congregation.

Church closing
from Page 1

Pickleball court nears completion in Larsen
Neenah News

A new pickleball court at Trailhead Park 
in Larsen will be ready for public use by 
the end of the month, funded by the Lars-
en-Winchester Lion’s Club.

The pickleball court shares space with a 
basketball court. The pavement of the bas-
ketball court has been sealed so it’s non-
slip and pickleball lines have been painted, 
dividing the playing area. 

Pickleball is a popular racquet sport 
similar to tennis and badminton, with a 
net that’s slightly lower than a tennis net.

The Lion’s Club has been working with 
Larsen to improve the park adjacent to the 
club’s warehouse at 8348 Trailhead Drive 
and previously purchased and installed 
playground equipment in the park.

In recent years, the club installed a pa-
vilion at a cost of $15,000 and a basketball 

court at a cost of $25,000, which features 
adjustable height hoops to accommodate 
players of different ages, skill levels and 
physical abilities. 

President Beck Hilliker said the club 
initially considered constructing a sep-
arate pickleball court but the cost was 
prohibitive. With the basketball court not 
seeing much use, the club instead decided 
to repurpose it so that the court could be 
used for basketball or pickleball. 

The club invested about $6,000 into re-
vamping the court for dual use. This week, 
a portable pickleball net was ordered and 
once it arrives the courts will be ready for 
players. The net is on casters, so if a person 
wants to play basketball, it can be moved.

Hilliker said the new pickleball court is 
one of the many ways the Lion’s Club is 
giving back to local communities and or-
ganizations.

Neenah News

A court shown in Trailhead Park in Larsen has been revamped to serve as both a basketball 
and pickleball court.
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PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

Chronic nerve pain, numbness, Chronic nerve pain, numbness, 
or neuropathy?or neuropathy?
Go Beyond Pain Management 
Aim for Remission
Calmare Scrambler Therapy

Free Phone ConsultationFree Phone Consultation

920-306-4727920-306-4727
3042 Oregon St. Oshkosh3042 Oregon St. Oshkosh
maxwellnesspainrelief.commaxwellnesspainrelief.com

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699

5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales

 Service

 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $22/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

CELEBRATION EXTRAORDINAIRE

920.252.0368
whimsicalcelebrationsllc@gmail.com

Take the stress out of your next 
celebration! Whimsical Celebrations is 

experienced in planning the most special 
events so you can enjoy the day. 

- Engagement Parties
- Bachelorette Parties
- Bridal Showers
- Baby Showers
- Surprise Parties
- So much more!
I’d love to hear your
ideas for your
next celebration!
Call today to find
out how I can help
bring your vision to life.

Neenah’s Rabas gets taste of international basketball
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

When Lee Rabas glanced across the 
basketball court last month, the Neenah 
boys basketball coach wasn’t seeing the 
best players the Fox Valley Association 
has to offer. 

He was looking at Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo.

Rabas spent part of his summer vaca-
tion serving as an assistant coach for the 
Bahamas nationals men’s basketball team, 
which was trying to qualify for the 2024 
Olympic games.

“It was a very unique experience,” Ra-
bas said. “The word I kept telling people 
was that it was a little bit surreal.” 

Rabas earned the chance to be a part 
of the Bahamas program because of his 
relationship with the team’s head coach, 
Chris DeMarco. DeMarco, who is also 
an assistant coach for the Golden State 
Warriors, played for Rabas at Xavier High 
School in Appleton. 

DeMarco contacted Rabas in the sum-
mer of 2023 when he had returned to 
Appleton for two funerals. While the two 
talked, DeMarco made the offer for Rabas 
to come to Puerto Rico in August to help 
prepare the team for a tournament in Ar-
gentina. 

Before departing, DeMarco told Rabas 
he would call him the next day for his an-
swer. 

“The next day he called out of the blue 

and asked me if I asked my wife about 
making the trip,” Rabas said. “I said hold 
on and asked my wife if she minded if I 
went to Puerto Rico for a week and she 
was like, ‘What?’”

After explaining the situation to his 
wife, Dawn, Rabas accepted the offer 
and in August flew down to Puerto Rico 
alongside AJ Storr, 
who played with the 
Wisconsin Badgers 
last season. Storr was 
brought in to practice 
against the Bahamas 
team. 

Following the week 
of practice, Rabas 
returned to Neenah 
while the Bahamas 
team traveled to Argentina where it won 
a tournament to earn a spot in this sum-
mer’s Olympic qualifier. When the group-
ings for the Olympic qualifiers were re-
leased in October, Rabas got another call 
from DeMarco.

“He called me and said, ‘Get your pass-
port.’ I want you coming along for the 
whole thing this year,” Rabas said. “It was 
very kind of Chris to give me this oppor-
tunity.”

The preparation for the Olympic qual-
ifier began in mid-June with a five-day 
practice stint in Houston. When that was 
concluded, Rabas and the team flew to 
Greece for more preparation, which in-

cluded exhibition games against Monte-
negro and Greece – which was led by An-
tetokounmpo, the star of the Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

“My wife and son are back here in the 
states watching a game and we have a time 
out and the camera is on me,” Rabas said. 
“All of a sudden it shifts over to the other 
side and Giannis is there.”

After the two exhibition games, the 
team traveled to Valencia, Spain, for the 
qualifying tournament. The Bahamas 
topped Poland and Finland in pool play 
and then beat Lebanon in the semifinals 
to advance to the tournament final – with 
the winner earning a spot in the Olym-
pics. 

But Spain was able to knock off the Ba-
hamas, 86-78, ending the team’s hopes of 
playing in Paris. 

“Watching the Olympics and I’m 
watching the Spanish team on TV and I 
am literally … those guys were in our ho-
tel and on the practice floor. I saw those 
guys every day for eight or nine days.

“It was a great opportunity. My wife and 
family were very supportive of it because 
I was gone for three weeks. And our pro-
gram, all of my assistants stepped up for 
me when I was gone and did a lot of stuff 
so that was much appreciated.”

The Bahamas national team included 
three NBA players in DeAndre Ayton, 
Eric Gordon and Buddy Hield but Rabas 
said that he felt comfortable being around 
the players and the coaching staff.

“(The NBA players) were really good 
guys and so respectful,” Rabas said. “Ev-
ery other coach on that staff works for 
an NBA team or a Division I college … 
and then there is me. But they gave me 
the same respect they did everybody else. 
They were very good to me.”

Rabas said his role on the staff wasn’t 
necessarily defined, but rather he simply 
chipped in wherever he was needed. 

“I did what I could, just all of the little 
things. I was kind of a utility guy,” Rabas 
said. “Just being the older person there 
and with experience, and just being able 

to say you are doing the right thing or 
are on the right track – just reinforcing 
what they were doing – was something I 
brought.”

Although Rabas felt comfortable in his 
role, he said there were definitely some 
differences in dealing with that team com-
pared to one of his Rocket squads. 

“I told people that a lot of times it was 
like if I should be in Algebra I, and they 
put me in Calculus and I’m playing catch-
up to all of these smart kids. Sometimes 
in our meetings that’s what I felt like,” 
Rabas said. “I had to do a lot of adjusting 
because they talk in NBA terms.”

The opportunity to be on the coaching 
staff will also be a benefit when he returns 
to the Neenah bench this winter. 

As much as he was helping out the play-
ers and coaches on the team, he was also 
trying to be a bit of a sponge and soak up 
all of the knowledge he could. 

“There were little things that I’ll take 
with me and try to implement moving 
forward. A lot of stuff to think about,” 
Rabas said. “The really good players and 
NBA players are meticulous about their 
skill work and their shooting. You try to 
tell kids to work on your technique and 
take care of the little details and some-
times I think kids dismiss that. But you 
watch guys at that level and see how me-
ticulous they are about their technique.”

The Bahamas national team has never 
made it to the Olympics but Rabas said 
the team will be trying again in four years 
when Los Angeles serves as the host. 

Rabas isn’t sure if he will be a part of the 
coaching staff in four years – or if DeMar-
co will remain in charge of the team – but 
he certainly hopes to see the team succeed 
and help however he can. 

“I’m hoping to continue to help them 
out. Hopefully, they considered that in 
my time with them I brought some value,” 
Rabas said. “I enjoyed the people that I 
met and worked with. They are really fan-
tastic people. Hopefully, I can continue to 
help them out in whatever capacity they 
ask me to.”

Rabas
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ACA RED GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS shots/
wormed Born 5-22-24 $350 715-229-4929 

AUSSIE PUPS Blue Eyed Merles & Tris 
Family Raised Super Friendly $400-$600 

715-250-2793

CAVAPOO PUPPIES 1-M, 2-F Non-Shedding, 
Vet/shots wormed $600 715-701-2066

COCKER SPANIEL PUPPIES shots/wormed/
dews/vet No Sun Calls 715-257-1158

CORGI PUPS (Parents Reg.) Vet checked 
Shots/wormed Well socialized with kids $600 

Shawano 715-758-6282 (WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts.  

Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

FOR SALE HAY Good grass mix baled without 
rain. Round bales & small square bales. Free 
Delivery in Full Loads.  920-878-0005 Dale 
Hay Farm, No answer, try again (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal buildings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 

For a limited time, waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to 

change and vary by dealer.) Offer ends 
8/25/24  Call 833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display! 

All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI  

920-892-6006  Open Daily (WCAN)

POMERANIANS APRI REGISTERED Full 
of love, Friendly Very Cute, Great fun! Vet 
chk, shots, $800 Unregistered Litter $600 

715-654-5149

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES WITH 
BRIGGS & STRATTON PowerProtect(TM) 

standby generators - the most powerful home 
standby generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty 7 years ($849 value) 

Proudly make in the USA. Call Briggs & 
Stratton 1-855-918-3220 (WCAN)

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS Shots/Wormed, 
Vet Ckd $500 715-267-6370 No Sun Calls

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER PUPPIES Vet 
checked/ wormed/dews $1100 No Sun Calls 

715-409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material, steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% OFF Installation + Add’l 

10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments & No Interest for 18 months for 

customers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. Call today! 

1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864 

www.pdsadnet.com

Start Your OWN Business! GROW your 
Small Business! Enroll in E-Seed Express 
in Appleton or Oshkosh! Sessions start 

in September. Grant Funding for E-Seed 
Express is available. Contact: www.fvtc.
edu/VentureCenter or venture@fvtc.edu

CRANDON, WI (Forest County) 10 acres on a 
town road, power available, Land Contract 

Available, $89,000; Also 142 Acre Active 
gravel pit. Call Fred 715-493-6121 (WCAN)

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

NAME CHANGE OF: 
AJAIVEER RANDHAWA 

SAMUEL  
By (Petitioner) 

JASLEEN KAUR RANDHAWA

By (Co-Petitioner) 
HEMANTH KUMAR SAMUEL

Notice and Order for Name 
Change Hearing 

Case No. 24 CV 705

NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A Petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From: [First] Ajaiveer  
[Middle] Randhawa 
[Last] Samuel 
To: [First] Ajaiveer 
[Middle] 
[Last] Randhawa-Samuel 
Birth Certificate:  
[First] Ajaiveer 
[Middle] Randhawa 
[Last] Samuel

IT IS ORDERED: 
This Petition will be heard in 
the Circuit Court of Winnebago 
County, State of Wisconsin: 
Judge’s Name: Michael S. 
Gibbs 
Place: 415 Jackson Street, 
Rm 211 
Oshkosh, WI 54903 
Date: September 5, 2024 
Time: 11:00 am

If you require reasonable 
accommodations due to a 
disability to participate in the 
court process, please call 920-
236-4848 prior to the sched-
uled court date. Please note 
that the court does not provide 
transportation. 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be 
given by publication as a Class 
3 notice for three (3) weeks in 
a row prior to the date of the 
hearing in the Neenah News 
(Oshkosh Herald) a newspaper 
published in Winnebago Coun-
ty, State of Wisconsin. 
BY THE COURT: 
DATE SIGNED: July 26, 2024 
/s/ Hon. Michael Gibbs

Winnebago County Circuit 
Court Judge 
Runs: Aug 9, 2024, Aug 16, 
2024 and Aug 23, 2024 
WNAXLP

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Real Estate/Rental

Legal Notice

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

r-----------------------

TOBACCO 
�- t1tu7'r 
a,�n. ffe,JL J % oll,

See details at the store. 

Open Now!
1440 S. Oneida 
Street, Suite Q
Menasha, WI 54952
920-202-3198

fortunately, after viewing the photo, I knew 
exactly what was in mommy’s corner.

I ultimately ended up drafting a search 
warrant for the residence and served it a 
few hours later. As we entered the resi-
dence, I’ll never forget how clean it was – 
spotless. There were family pictures on the 
walls, the rooms were nicely decorated, the 
pantry and fridge were fully stocked… I 
had an odd feeling, wondering if what I had 
witnessed in the picture could actually be 
located in a residence such as this. I made 
my way to the main bathroom and over to 

the dark corner where the cupboard was lo-
cated. As I opened the cupboard, it was like 
I had entered a different world. 

There were several forms of drug par-
aphernalia strewn about. A glass mirror 
seemed to be the main focal point of the 
cupboard that held the contraband. As 
I opened a large unlabeled pill bottle, a 
somewhat sizable chunk of heroin sat at 
the bottom.

As I would later find out, the female’s 
husband was a doctor. Throughout their 
marriage, the wife had become addicted to 
prescription pain killers, which drove her 
life. During the divorce, the source for the 
pain killers had apparently dried up, caus-
ing withdrawal symptoms and unbearable 

Sorenson
from Page 5

More information
Winnebago County Public Health (www.co.winnebago.wi.us/health) pro-
vides substance use harm reduction services from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday with offices at 112 Otter Ave. in Oshkosh and also has an office 
in Neenah at 211 N. Commercial St. The Winnebago County Overdose 
Fatality Review team reviews local fatal overdose data and offers recom-
mendations for preventing overdoses in the county. Free Narcan training 
sessions are offered periodically. 

Solutions Recovery Inc. provides sober living, peer support and a recov-
ery center. Staff are available at 621 Evans St., Oshkosh, from 8 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and there is also a 24/7 Recovery Hotline to as-
sist with addiction-related needs at 866-465-0010, or by stopping by the 
facility or going to solutionsrecovery.org and through its Facebook page 
for more information.

Day by Day Shelter at 420 Ceape Ave. provides temporary shelter, 
individualized services and opportunities for self-sufficiency to empower 
the most vulnerable adults in the community. Go to daybydayshelter.org 
or call 920-203-4865 for more information about its services.

Father Carr’s Place2B at 1062 N. Koeller St. in Oshkosh carries on 
its namesake’s mission of supporting community needs that began a 
half-century ago with a youth center and evolved into a multiservice 
center for food, housing and health essentials. Go to fathercarrs.org or 
call 920-231-2378 for more information.

cravings. Instead of getting treatment, she 
turned to heroin. 

While the female went to jail that day, 
then later to several months of intense 
in-patient treatment, I never heard from 
her again. From time to time, I will check 
records, and to date, I have yet to see an-
other opioid related charge on her record. 
I like to think she succeeded.

Looking back, it’s safe to say opioid-re-
lated cases have certainly impacted my ca-
reer. Some of these, however, have turned 
positive, and those are the ones us as law 
enforcement officers love to see and expe-
rience. 

I know there are those that can certainly 

be helped if given the right environment 
to do so; I have seen this. While I unfortu-
nately believe opioids will remain a serious 
problem in our society for the unforeseeable 
future, individuals who have fallen victim to 
this type of addiction can and do prevail.

There are a variety of resources avail-
able in our county. If you or someone 
you know is struggling with opioid ad-
diction, you can contact a Winnebago 
County Public Health office near you: 
Oshkosh – 920-232-3000 or Neenah – 
920-727-2894. You can also contact your 
local police department to request guid-
ance, while remaining anonymous, if you 
choose to do so.
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Beautiful crafts, gifts, and home decor from local artisans.
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(920) 722-9600 • Open Mon-Sat 10-5
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Come visit Cedar Ridge
and be amazed!

What is the difference between a “want” 
and a “need”? Give an example of each.

What’s the 
Di�erence?

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:
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       re you looking to 
         earn some money 
          this summer?
You can become an 
entrepreneur! That’s 
a person who starts a 
business.

Fill in the missing vowels 
to discover some ideas for 
types of businesses YOU 
can start this summer!

Look through the 
newspaper and make a 
list of all the businesses 
mentioned. Group these 
businesses into groups 

such as restaurants, 
stores, manufacturers, 
etc. Put each list into 
alphabetical order.
Standards Link: Research: 
Organize information from 
research into categories.

Business
Search

One way to make money is to get a job. But that is not possible for 
everyone. Often times kids can’t get jobs because they are too young.

But that hasn’t stopped kids around the world from finding clever 
ways of earning some cash. Some kids, like Jason, turn doing 
something they love into a way of earning money.

Look at each of the following pictures. Write down ways a 
business you could start might be able to help.

An entrepreneur (on-trah-preh-nyur) is a person 
who sees a way to earn some money by solving a 
particular problem.

For example, lots of kids have learned that thirsty 
people on hot days will pay for a cold glass of 
lemonade.

Can you see the job opportunity in each of these 
pictures? Look at each picture. What problems do 
           you see here? 
           What kind of 
            help might 
             they be 
             willing to 
              pay for?

Chris:
Beth:
Kate:
Amy:

$1.35
87¢
$1.03
93¢

Label each pocket with each person’s name.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

PARTICULAR
LEMONADE
SOLUTION
BUSINESS
THINKING
PROBLEM
IDEAS
START
OFTEN
JOBS
CASH
HELP
MAKE
BANK
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Do the math to reveal the answer to this riddle.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Addition and subtraction to 40.

Standards Link: Economics: Students know 
that entrepreneurs are people who use resources to produce innovative 
goods and services they hope people will buy.

What’s an entrepreneur?

Entrepreneurial Thinking


