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Attorney at Law

• Estate Planning
• Business Law
• Tax Law

117 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Neenah, WI

(920) 502-7100
www.brehmerlawllc.com

With decades of advocacy handling complex and hard-to-win cases,

Attorney George Curtis will fight for you. You have a right to be heard.

3475 Omro Road, Suite 200, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54904 | 920-233-1010 | www.apexaccidents.com

We take TOUGH cases.

Middle school’s Pickard Auditorium poised for updates
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Pickard Auditorium inside the Shattuck 
Performing Arts Center at the Neenah 
Middle School is poised to undergo ren-
ovations to modernize the aging theater 
while preserving its rich history.

A meeting on the plan for Pickard was 
held last week, where school officials and 
Somerville Architects presented render-
ings and details of the proposed improve-
ments and accepted community feedback.

Pickard opened in the fall of 1972 with 
an audience capacity of 1,609 and what 
was considered at the time state-of-the-art 
light and sound systems. The theater has 
served as a hub for concerts, drama de-
partment productions, lectures and com-
munity groups for more than five decades. 

Pickard has undergone few changes or 

upgrades since its opening and in recent 
years its aging infrastructure and outdated 
amenities have posed challenges for per-
formers and visitors alike.

Director of facilities Cale Pulczinski 
said the district is focused on cost-effec-
tive renovations that will refresh the space 
while preserving the structure.

Plans include adding a center aisle and 
accessible seating areas for those with 
disabilities, removing wall coverings and 
refinishing walls with paint or new wall 
coverings, upgrading the wood grain to a 
lighter wood grain finish, removing exist-
ing wood and acoustic material and add-
ing new acoustic panels, replacing light-
ing, redoing the stage floor, new carpeting 
and repainting railings.Neenah News

School officials and architects presented renderings and details of proposed improvements to 
Pickard Auditorium last week.

Photo by David Hall

Summer market view
A drone view from above shows the weekly Future Neenah Farmers Market last Saturday at Shattuck Park downtown. The mar-
ket runs Saturday mornings from 8 a.m. until noon through Oct. 12.

Bird scooters fade from Fox Valley
Two-wheelers have been 
pulled from communities
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Recent visitors to downtown Neenah 
may have noticed something missing: 
Bird scooters have flown the coop. 

Bird Rides Inc. removed all the two-
wheeled vehicles that users find and ride 

with a smartphone app from Neenah, 
Menasha, Fox Crossing and Appleton last 
month after discontinuation of the Apple-
ton program.

Bird was founded in 2017 by Travis 
VanderZanden, an Appleton North High 
School graduate. The scooters initially 
made their way to the Fox Valley in Apple-
ton in 2021, with Neenah, Menasha and 
Fox Crossing adding them in 2022.

Appleton and Neenah’s initial agree-

ments with Bird required the company 
to reimburse the cities 10 cents per ride, 
which was increased last year to 20 cents. 
Menasha’s yearly agreements required re-
imbursement of 10 cents per ride, while 
Fox Crossing received no reimbursement.

In December Bird filed for bankruptcy 
listing between $100 million and $500 
million in debt, with its largest creditor 

See Bird scooters on Page 12

See Pickard on Page 13
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WWW.WATERFEST.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO ON UPCOMING SHOWS

GATES OPEN 5:45PM

AT THE LEACH AMPHITHEATER
THURSDAY,          11

ARRIVAL FROM SWEDEN
THE MUSIC OF ABBA

$40
RESERVED 

VIP

Salsa
Manzana

The 
Pocket 
Kings

General
Admisson

$20

Before 7pm $15

JULY

August 9 & 10, 2024

Main Event
Saturday, August 10

5:00PM - ?
Batley’s Grill and Bar @ Bridgewood Resort 

Friday pre-reunion gathering, golf outing, tour of the new
high school also planned 

Questions & RSVPs:
Email: Neenah1979@gmail.com

Facebook Group: Neenah High School Class of 1979

NHS Class of 1979 - 45th Year Reunion

Neenah Historical Society photo

Special treats
Archie and Betty Reiser purchased the Dairy Queen on Commercial Street from 
Leonard Matthias in 1966. The location had been selling popcorn, but Archie’s 
secret recipe turned into what everyone enjoys today. The Neenah staple became 
known as “Archie’s Famous Popcorn” and was trademarked in the 1980s. It can 
only be purchased at the 405 S. Commercial St. location.

Correction
JUNE 28, PAGE 11: In a story about 
new state legislative district maps, it 
incorrectly said Rep. Nate Gustafson 
was now outside of the Assembly’s 
55th District after boundaries were 
changed this year. He is running for 
re-election in the newly drawn 55th 
District. 

DNA technology cracks 1960s cold case
By Bethanie Gengler 
Neenah News

Winnebago County investigators have 
cracked a decades-old cold case using 
DNA technology, Sheriff John Matz an-
nounced at a Judiciary and Public Safety 

Committee meeting this week.
The homicide case dates to the 1960s 

and though Matz was unwilling to pro-
vide specific details Monday pending 
notification of the victim and suspect’s 
families, he said the case was solved due 

to advancements in technology. 
“It was one of those things where we 

had about five years ago sent DNA in, 
but with the improvements in DNA that 
company recontacted us and were able to 
identify the suspect and it was one of the 
individuals that had been looked at and 
that we had talked to on a couple of occa-
sions,” he said.

Though not confirmed, the details align 
closely with the 1963 unsolved murder of 
Wayne Pratt, who was stabbed 53 times 
in a gas station he managed along U.S. 
41 between Neenah and Oshkosh. The 
24-year-old’s body was found by his wife 
on June 13, 1963, face down in a storage 
room with wounds that investigators said 
at the time were sustained in “at least two” 
attacks.

For decades the case was cold and in 
2015 Pratt’s remains were exhumed from 
Oak Hill Cemetery in Neenah for a sec-
ond autopsy, during which additional 
DNA samples were collected. Those DNA 
results came back inconclusive. At that 
time a sheriff ’s detective said investigators 
had identified a primary suspect. 

In 2020, the sheriff ’s office announced 
its intention to submit DNA evidence 
from four cold cases – Pratt’s being the 
oldest – aiming at leveraging technologi-
cal advances for new insights.

Another decades-old murder case in 
the Fox Valley was recently closed with 
the conviction of Gene Meyer in the 1988 
slaying of Betty Rolf in Appleton. The in-
vestigation continued for decades, includ-
ing a familial DNA search in 2019 that 
identified Meyer as the primary suspect. 
An Outagamie County jury convicted the 
68-year-old man May 21 in a one-week 
trial.

In the Winnebago County cold case 
from the 1960s that was recently solved, 
Matz said the murder suspect would have 
been prosecuted but he passed away about 
a year and a half ago. He did not disclose 
the suspect’s connection to the victim or 
their motive. 

“We’re going to come out with the in-
formation but because there can’t be a 
trial – you’re innocent until proven guilty 
– we’re working with the DA’s office with 
how we put that out and notifying the 
families of the victim as well as the sus-
pect,” he said. 

The sheriff ’s office plans to disclose fur-
ther details, including the identification 
of the victim and suspect, within the next 
two weeks, bringing closure to a mystery 
that has haunted the community for more 
than 60 years.
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Public gets a first look at police center, animal shelter 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Community support and a shared com-
mitment to public service were at the 
forefront of two celebrations last week to 
welcome significant additions to Neen-
ah’s infrastructure: a modernized police 
training center and state-of-the-art animal 
shelter.

Both facilities opened their doors to the 
public, showcasing their improved build-
ings and missions.

Last Thursday, residents and city offi-
cials were given a first look at the Neen-
ah Police Training Center, a $5.8 million 
addition to the police department at 2111 
Marathon Ave. Attendees toured the pre-
cinct, met officers and learned about the 
department’s initiatives in crime preven-
tion and community outreach.

The 10,000-square-foot addition in-
cludes a firing range, armory, conference 
room, defense and arrest tactics room, 
gym and virtual 3-D training room. The 
center is equipped with advanced technol-
ogy and designed to enhance community 
policing efforts, representing a substantial 
investment in public safety.

Just a mile and a half away, the Neenah 

Neenah News

Visitors check out the modernized police training center last week.

Animal Shelter held a ribbon cutting and 
tours last Friday, drawing families, pet lov-
ers, local officials, donors and supporters 
to 2475 Progress Court.

The shelter replaces a much smaller out-
dated facility in the town of Neenah and is 
designed to provide a safe haven for stray 
and abandoned animals. 

Animal shelter staff will work closely 
with police to care for stray animals picked 
up in the city, with a designated area for 
police to bring in strays after hours.

The 6,000-square-foot shelter boasts 
spacious indoor and outdoor kennels, a 
dedicated veterinary exam room and sur-
gical suite, “catio” space for cats to safely 
enjoy the outdoors and adoption rooms 
aimed at finding forever homes for ani-
mals in need.

Representatives from Plexus Corp., Gal-
loway Co., Boldt Co. and Bergstrom Auto-
motive were among the donors present. 

Businessman John Bergstrom donat-
ed the parcel where the shelter was con-
structed and was influential in support-
ing the $2 million fundraising campaign. 
Bergstrom, who is a dog owner, had a big 
smile on his face as he toured the upgrad-
ed facility.

“We all love our animals so much,” he 
told attendees. “This was another demon-
stration where everybody pitched in.” 

During lunch, a dog jumped up and 
snatched a bite of Bergstrom’s sandwich, 
eliciting laughter as Bergstrom eventually 
relinquished the remainder of the sand-
wich to the dog. 

Mayor Jane Lang told attendees Fri-
day that the new animal shelter reflects a 
broader commitment to improving the 
quality of life for all residents.

Neenah News

Neenah’s new animal shelter was dedicated by community leaders, including John Bergstrom 
(center) and Mayor Jane Lang (left) last week.

 

Saturday, July 6
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park

Sunday, July 7
Neenah Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., 

Memorial Park

Wednesday, July 10
Evening Concert Series: FBI & the 

Untouchable Horns, 6 p.m., Shattuck 
Park

Thursday, July 11
Out to Lunch Concert Series: Hai-

ley James “Swiftie” concert, 11:30 
a.m., Shattuck Park

Live Music Series: Jim & Nancy, 5 
p.m., Batley’s Grill & Bar, 1010 Cam-
eron Way 

Saturday, July 13
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Filthy Fun Kids Run, 8:30 a.m., 

O’Hauser Park, Fox Crossing
Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass
Live Music Series: The Rings Band, 

5 p.m., Batley’s Grill & Bar, 1010 
Cameron Way 

Tuesday, July 16
Neenah Community Band Con-

cert, 7 p.m., Riverside Park pavilion

Wednesday, July 17
Evening Concert Series: Rising 

Phoenix, 6 p.m., Shattuck Park

Thursday, July 18
Out to Lunch Concert Series: Hai-

ley James “Swiftie” concert, 11:30 
a.m., Shattuck Park

Riverside Players: “Lend Me a So-
prano,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park pa-
vilion

Live Music Series: Tim Dorsey, 5 
p.m., Batley’s Grill & Bar, 1010 Cam-
eron Way 

Friday, July 19
Riverside Players: “Lend Me a So-

prano,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park pa-
vilion

Calendar 
of events

APPLETON | GREEN BAY | NEENAH | OSHKOSH 

bergstromchevrolet.com
136 mo, 10,000 mi/yr lease with $4,995 due at signing.  $1,500 less due at signing for GM and 
non-GM lessees. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and service fees extra. Ends 7/31/24.
224 mo, 10,000 mi/yr lease with $4,995 due at signing. $500 less due at signing for GM and 
non-GM lessees. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and service fees extra. Ends 7/31/24.

2025 Trax
LS

199 PER
MONTH2

2024 Silverado
Crew Cab 2FL 

349 PER
MONTH1

To approved credit. Vehicles 2018 and newer are eligible for 72 month term with LTV less than 110%. 
Older vehicles qualify for different rates and terms. Residency requirements apply. Ends 7/15/24.
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EXPERIENCE THE SUNESTA

AWNINGS DIFFERENCE

Want sun protection that’s 15
%

cooler?

Sunesta Retractable Awnings from Wrightway offer custom sizes

and fabric options to fit any home or patio space.

3 CUSTOM SIZES

3 MORE THAN 100 FABRI

3 10 YEAR WARRANTY

3 CUSTOM SIZES

3 MORE THAN 100 FABRIC OPTIONS

3 10 YEAR WARRANTY

www.WrightwayBuilt.com

920-232-5600

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA FOR OVER 41 YEARS!

Financing Options

3 Easy Payment Options:

12 Months Same-As-Cash

6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years

6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

Call for Details!

FREE Motor

FREE Install
any New Sunesta

Motorized Retractable Awning

Valid only with coupon. One coupon per household. Cannot be combined

with any other offer. Expires July 31, 2024. Some restrictions apply.
.

Give the Gift 
of Freedom
with a Golden scooter 
or power lift recliner!

Stop in for a 
free demo today!

2140 American Dr 
Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 257-6060

Bring in the ad for a 
$100 discount

Join us Olympians! 
at Vacation Bible School 

July 8-12, 6:00-8:30pm  
 

For ages 3 to 6th grade 
 

Children will learn the foundations of  
our Christian faith and what it means  

to trust Christ as Lord and Savior.  
 

Register online at:  
https://tinyurl.com/AppleValleyVBS  

 
Apple Valley Presbyterian Church 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, WI 
www.applevalleypres.org 

County sees success with homeless prevention program
HELP work to keep 
people in their homes
By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

The HELP (homeless, eviction and loss 
prevention) program cannot solve the 
homeless population and cannot help ev-
ery unhoused person, but it is making great 
strides to not allow the vulnerable popula-
tion to grow in Winnebago County.

The grant funded program has been in 
the county for more than a year and has 
helped hundreds of people stay in their 
homes.

“We’re helping people where they’re at,” 
Sara Brown said. 

Brown is the supervisor for HELP, which 
operates in the ADRC inside the County 
Health Department building. HELP has 
three specialists that meet with people ev-
ery day to discuss their situation and come 
up with solutions.

Beth Roberts is ADRC director in Win-
nebago County and said there are four 
things the HELP program is based upon: 
looking at all resources and collaborating 
with other agencies to make the resources 
accessible, helping people wherever they’re 
at, promoting the program so people know 
to reach out for assistance before they’re 
evicted or lose their home, and having a fol-
low-up process.

“This program is designed to slow the 
feed of people entering the homeless com-
munity by trying to look at housing stabili-
ty,” Roberts said. “It’s really looking at how 
do we help people before they get to that 
point of foreclosure or eviction or losing 
their housing.”

Roberts said a main focus is advocacy, 

such as helping people who have lived in 
the same place for 18 years when a corpo-
rate entity is raising their rent.

“We can make a phone call to the local 
person and help explain the situation and 
come up with a solution to make sure that 
person doesn’t lose their housing,” she said. 

This can include showing someone what 
resources are available for rent assistance or 
helping fight an eviction.

One person’s story that Brown and Rob-
erts shared during an interview with the 
Herald was a woman who was being evict-
ed because her landlord 
believed the woman 
had too many interac-
tions with police at the 
residence.

“We contacted po-
lice and requested the 
reports of the woman’s 
interactions with police 
at her home. We found 
out there was nothing. 
The landlord was mistaken about the calls 
and the woman was not evicted,” Roberts 
said. “This isn’t all about money and public 
program. It’s just about understanding how 
to maneuver in the system.”

Another example of what HELP can do 
is assist someone behind on a $600 pow-
er bill and either facing eviction or having 
their power turned off as a result.

Roberts said after meeting with a special-
ist they came up with a plan where HELP 
paid $200, another agency paid $200 and 
the individual paid $200 to cover the costs 
of the bill.

“It’s very nominal funds we disperse,” she 
said. “Most of our clients don’t receive any 
funding.”

Each visit with a HELP specialist is dif-

ferent depending on the situation. Some-
one who cannot afford an increase in their 
rent will have different needs than someone 
who recently lost a job and has a mortgage. 

The Wisconsin Neighborhood Invest-
ment Grant Program awarded Winnebago 
County $10.3 million last year and those 
funds have been dispersed among many 
groups, including the Day by Day Shelter, 
the Tiny House Village and Solutions Re-
covery. HELP is funded through 2025 by 
money from the grant and after that Rob-
erts says there will be state funding options 
to continue the program.

“The state has already reached out to us 
to share our program with other counties 
to help them start their own program,” 
Roberts said. 

HELP came from Roberts as a way to 
provide assistance and guidance to keep 
people housed and secure to stem the in-
crease in homeless people in the county. 

Brown, Roberts and HELP specialists 
receive thank-you cards and follow up 
visits where people express their appreci-
ation for the group’s efforts. They sched-
ule follow-ups three, six and 12 months 
after first contacting HELP. The followup 
can be important as some continue to 
need resources to help keep their hous-
ing.

Brown said one woman found a place to 
live that she could afford but then needed 

assistance for how to pay for everything 
that comes with it such as electricity, water 
and heat.

HELP requires people to be 18 years old 
and Winnebago County residents and has 
helped more than 500 people ensure they 
have a place to live.

The program has received more than 
1,200 phone calls and walk-ins asking 
about the program who range in age from 
20 to 89. A majority are over 60 years old.

“A lot of these people are on a fixed in-
come,” Roberts said. “They aren’t expecting 
their rent to go up.”

The success rate of the program is around 
80%.

Brown said residents should reach out to 
HELP the moment they feel their finances 
are shifting because if they wait until they 
are behind it could be too late.

“The first step would be to contact your 
landlord,” she said. “Then you can reach 
out to our office for assistance.

“This affects everybody. It doesn’t matter 
what your socioeconomic background is or 
your race. Anybody can find themselves in 
a situation of housing instability.”

For more information or to speak with a 
HELP specialist, email HELPProgram@
winnebagocountywi.gov or call 920-509-
7629. HELP also takes walk-ins at the Osh-
kosh Human Services Building, 220 Wash-
ington St., third floor.

Roberts

Barbershop Music Appreciation Day celebrated
The Fox Valley Chorus will mark Bar-

bershop Music Appreciation Day with 
Sweet Adelines International (SAI) by in-
viting the public to visit Tuesday evening 
rehearsals at 7 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall 
at First Presbyterian Church, 200 Church 
St., Neenah.

The global event recognized July 13 was 
created in 2005 to commemorate the day 
of SAI’s founding in 1945, now one of 
the world’s largest singing organizations 
for women, with a membership of nearly 
21,000.

The close four-part a cappella harmony, 
without instrumental accompaniment, is 

characterized by the sound of its “ringing 
chords.” Along with traditional songs, bar-
bershop music now includes more current 
styles of music – including pop, rock and 
show tunes.

As the current champion of its North-
ern Lights Region, the Fox Valley Chorus 
will represent the region on the Sweet 
Adeline International stage in Columbus, 
Ohio, next year.

The chorus welcomes women of all 
ages, and prior musical experience or abil-
ity to read music is not necessary. Vocal 
training and music education are valuable 
components of members’ many benefits.

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Have a story idea?
Promotions or
expansion at your
business?
Community or school
program to highlight?
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KRUEGERS 999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 • www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI ● 920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm ● Sat. 8am-5pm ● Sun 9am-2pm

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI ● 920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm ● Sat. 8am-5pm ● Sun 9am-2pm
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with Pumice
solvent-free hand cleaner. Cleans the toughest
dirt. Fortified with premium skin conditioners.
Pure, fresh citrus scent.H 151 585

6.99
Permatex®

Biodegradable, petroleum

SAVE 50% OR MORE

1 lb. Pool Care Shock
Advanced
and algae to restore clarity
in 24 hours. T 162 651

4.99
HTH®

Kills bacteria

SAVE 40% OR MORE

16 oz. Backyard™ Bug
Control Outdoor Fogger
mosquitoes and other insects on
contact. Perfect for yards, decks,
patios and picnic areas. Treats
up to 1,200 cu. ft. L 124 951

5.59
Cutter®

Kills

SAVE 35% OR MORE

40 qt. Maxcold Wheeled Ice Chest
56 cans. Durable wheels roll on all terrain.
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Free & Gentle. Detergent, stain remover and 
brightener in one. W 148 672, 673; 191 288

5.99
Tide®
YOUR CHOICE

OF THE
®MONTHBARGAINS

64 oz. Fast Orange® Hand Cleaner
with Pumice
solvent-free hand cleaner. Cleans the toughest
dirt. Fortified with premium skin conditioners.
Pure, fresh citrus scent.H 151 585

6.99
Permatex®

Biodegradable, petroleum

SAVE 50% OR MORE

1 lb. Pool Care Shock
Advanced
and algae to restore clarity
in 24 hours. T 162 651

4.99
HTH®

Kills bacteria

SAVE 40% OR MORE

16 oz. Backyard™ Bug
Control Outdoor Fogger
mosquitoes and other insects on
contact. Perfect for yards, decks,
patios and picnic areas. Treats
up to 1,200 cu. ft. L 124 951

5.59
Cutter®

Kills

SAVE 35% OR MORE

40 qt. Maxcold Wheeled Ice Chest
56 cans. Durable wheels roll on all terrain.
Tow-handle designed for pulling. T 164 819

44.99
Igloo®

Holds
1 qt. Motor Oil
Choose 10W30, 10W40,
5W30, 5W20 or SAE30.
H 171 352, 353, 355, 359, 361

4.99
Valvoline®
YOUR CHOICE

17.5 oz. Wasp & Hornet
Killer Foaming or
Aerosol Spray
contact. Protects up to 4
weeks. L 187 976, 978

3.99
Green Thumb®

Kills on

YOUR CHOICE

SAVE 30% OR MORE

24 oz. All-Purpose
Cleaner
biodegradable formula removes
dirt, grease and stains. Use on
floors, carpets, countertops,
appliances and more. W 599 944

3.99
Simple Green®

Concentrated,
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129 N. Green Bay Rd., Neenah

920-725-7401
Icubarandgrill.com

Friendly Atmosphere
Super Service

Cold Pints ● Hot Food

Appetizers ● Wings ● Soups
Salads ● Sandwiches ● Burgers

Wraps ● Wed & Fri Fish Fry

OPEN DAILY: 11:00am
KITCHEN CLOSES: Sun 8pm, Mon 9pm, Tues-Sat 10pm

Meat Raffle & Music Bingo  Thursdays  Starts @ 6pm

Allens’ Produce returns for another harvest season
By Randy Domer
News contributor

If you’re a fan of home-grown fruits, 
vegetables and especially that old-fash-
ioned summer treat of corn on the cob 
– fear not. Allens’ Produce is coming 
back for another season of home-grown 
delights.

The Allen family of rural Allenville has 
been satiating appetites for fresh picked 
strawberries, buttery sweet corn and a 
wide assortment of home-grown fruits 
and vegetables for more than 30 years. 
Russell Allen and wife Chris are not only 
married but are true business partners in 
the farm goods business. Recently they 
celebrated 43 years of wedded bliss and 
in that time raised two boys. 

Their farm is just west of Oshkosh and 
Neenah in the tiny unincorporated town 
of Allenville on County G in the Town of 
Vinland.

The Allen family has been in the farm-
ing business for many years. As Chris ex-
plained, “Russell’s dad ( John Allen) and 
uncle (Ted Allen) started out as dairy 
farmers. Ted’s son, David Allen and his 
two sons, still run the dairy operation 
today.”

But Russell was not cut out to be a 
dairy farmer. 

“In the early years we tried raising hogs 
when the hog market was good. But once 
the market went south, we decided to 
give it up,” Chris shared. 

Russell attended college at UW Mad-
ison and graduated with a degree in his-
tory. After college, he was looking for 
work when he heard someone in nearby 
Winchester was looking to sell a green-
house. Russell bought the equipment 

and moved it to Allenville, where he de-
cided to rent a farm from the Baer broth-
ers who had farmed there for many years.

“We started by growing corn and sold 
it in front of the house in Allenville,” 
said Chris. Over the years, the business 

grew and the Allens expanded to include 
other varieties of produce. Today, in ad-
dition to the ever-popular strawberries 
and sweet corn, you will find pumpkins, 
squash, cabbages, cucumbers, beans, 
peppers, tomatoes, along with a com-
plete host of miscellaneous vegetables at 
the farm stand.

Russell and Chris are now in their 70s, 
and a year does not go by without them 
considering retirement. 

“We work long, hard days. During the 
growing season, Russell’s routine starts 
around 5 a.m. and we will put in 12-15-
hour workdays,” she said.

Chris’ work involves opening and clos-
ing the farmstands, replenishing inven-
tory throughout the day as needed. You 
will also find Chris working the Allen-
ville stand, answering the phone, taking 
orders and everything else that needs to 
be done.

Managing a farm business of this size 
requires about 10 seasonal workers, 
mostly immigrants that include Ecua-
dorians, Mexicans and Hmong. The Al-
lens are proud of the work ethics of their 
farmhands. 

“They are all very hard-working people 
and do ‘stoop labor’ that not everyone 
likes to or is capable of doing,” he said, re-
ferring to jobs that require a lot of bend-
ing for planting and picking.

You can find their stands in Neenah on 
Saturdays at the Future Neenah Farm-
ers Market, in Oshkosh in front of Revs 
Bowl Bar & Grill and in Winneconne in 
front of the Family Dollar Store. Or you 
can take a drive in the country and visit 
the stand at the farm. 

Photo by Randy Domer

Russell and Chris Allen have owned and operated their farm product business in Vinland for 
more than three decades.

Company grant helps Sunnyview Expo barns
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Fair was one 
of 61 recipients of a Compeer Financial’s 
Fund for Rural America grant that will be 
used to make improvements in the barns at 
the Sunnyview Expo Grounds in Oshkosh. 

Improvements that the $4,000 will go 
toward include electrical upgrades and in-
stallation of barn fans to keep animals cool 
and healthy in the heat and be focused pri-
marily on the Dairy Barn.

The farm credit cooperative’s giving 
program supports county fairs across the 
Upper Midwest, with this year’s grants to-
taling $241,850. 

“County fairs are an integral part of 
summer experiences for rural communi-
ties,” said Karen Schieler, senior corporate 
giving specialist at Compeer Financial. 
“These grants aid fairgrounds in support-
ing necessary updates, which improve the 

experience for exhibitors and are enjoyed 
by the thousands of visitors attending fairs 
each year.”

Since the program was established in 
2018, the fund has awarded 422 grants for 
a total impact of more than $1.4 million.

Photo from Winnebago County Fair

A dairy exhibitor is shown at the Winnebago 
County Fair, where a $4,000 grant will go 
toward improvements at the dairy barn.
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Sip’n’Swap. Sat | May 18, 12-4pm
Bring in seeds, cuttings, or seedlings to swap.

Guest speaker: Shannon Davis-Foust.
Huge Rummage Sale

all day Fri 24, Sat, 25th
with Chic-Fil-A Food Truck

Live Music Sun 26 &
La Fogata Food Truck | 1-4pm

Sip’n’Swap. Sat | May 18, 12-4pm
Bring in seeds, cuttings, or seedlings to swap.

Guest speaker: Shannon Davis-Foust.
Huge Rummage Sale

all day Fri 24, Sat, 25th
with Chic-Fil-A Food Truck

Live Music Sun 26 &
La Fogata Food Truck | 1-4pm

Sun, Mon,
Thur, Fri 11-7

Sat 9-7
Handcrafted Meads, 

Wines, Ciders

Post 4th of July 
Party

Sat July 6 | 1-4 pm

See FB for details!

920-468-6323 | rushmw.com
8389 Liberty School Road, Omro

Join us for live music by Larry Mueller and
Mexican Cuisine food truck.

Residents reminded to obtain proper fire permits
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

With summer underway, city of Neenah 
residents are reminded that a burn permit 
is required for recreational campfires.

A burn permit is an authorization that 
allows open burning activities within spec-
ified guidelines. A permit is required for 
campfires and other recreational fires but is 
not required for outdoor cooking within a 
grill or other device designed for cooking.

The cities of Neenah, Menasha, Apple-
ton and Oshkosh require a burn permit, 
which is typically obtained through the Fi-
nance Department and requires an annual 
fee. The cost in Neenah is $17 and in Me-
nasha $20.

Neenah finance director Vicky Rasmus-
sen said the revenue generated from the 
permits is allocated to cover administrative 
expenses related to processing permits, as 
well as costs associated with firefighters or 
police responding to complaints about rec-
reational fires.

There were 998 burn permits issued in 
Neenah in 2023, bringing in $16,966. So far 
this year, 892 burn permits have been issued, 
amounting to $15,164 collected in fees.

Town of Neenah and Village of Fox 
Crossing residents that have recreational 
fires are not required to obtain a permit, 
though in some parts of the state a permit 
is required by the Wisconsin DNR to con-
duct burning outdoors. The DNR main-
tains an interactive map of all counties with 
active burn restrictions on its website.

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue Chief Tra-
vis Teesch said the burn permits are a way 
to educate residents on fire safety.

“When people get the permits, it’s a 
chance to tell them the rules about it,” he 

said.
He added that the permits bring aware-

ness to where fires can be in proximity to 
property lines and buildings.

“There’s checks that can be put on in that 
way,” he said.

Teesch said firefighters are not actively 
monitoring for non-permitted recreation-
al fires and police and fire department 
responses are complaint-based. When a 
complaint comes in, dispatch sends the ap-
propriate agency.

“Does it sound more like a police matter 
or does it sound like more of a fire depart-
ment matter?” he asked. “Are they burning 
a couch in their backyard or is it just a nice 
clean wood fire? And people don’t like the 
smoke, because the winds are blowing in 
the wrong direction.”

City residents who have a fire without a 
burn permit can be ticketed, though Teesch 
said it’s rare. Generally residents are issued 
a verbal warning and required to obtain a 
permit to become compliant.

“Sometimes people start having a little 
too much fun, though, and decide to throw 

the picnic table on it,” he said. “Well, then 
we’re probably showing up and telling 
them it’s not good for you to burn an entire 
picnic table.”

If firefighters identify issues, Teesch said 
residents are given the option to put out the 
fire themselves or firefighters will put it out. 

“Usually us showing up is enough to 
correct a bad behavior,” he said. “And if we 
show up and everything’s fine, everything’s 
fine.”

Each city has its own ordinance that out-
lines the requirements for open burning. In 
Neenah, recreational fires are only permit-
ted from 4 p.m. to midnight and bonfires 
are prohibited. Fires must be contained in 
an in-ground pit or portable fire pit located 
a minimum of 10 feet from any structure, 
fence or combustible material.

“Common sense dictates a lot of what 
should go on,” Teesch said. “But I don’t 
necessarily know that common sense is 
common.”

In general, Teesch said residents should 
only be burning clean dry firewood with-
out paint or varnish. Garbage, recyclable 

items and petroleum-based materials are 
not permissible for burning.

Fire suppression equipment must be 
available, with Teesch recommending resi-
dents have a garden hose or fire extinguish-
er present in case the fire gets out of hand. 
He emphasized the importance of restrict-
ing the fire’s size, ensuring children are kept 
at a distance and minimizing potential trip-
ping hazards.

Burning is prohibited when wind speeds 
are in excess of 7 miles per hour. A drought 
or high winds can cause the DNR or oth-
er agencies to put out a burn warning, and 
Teesch said during those times people 
should not have a recreational fire. 

Residents are also required to monitor 
recreational fires, with an adult attending 
the fire at all times. If a fire becomes out of 
control, Teesch said to call 911 and try to 
safely extinguish or confine the fire.

The message from Neenah-Menasha Fire 
Rescue is that when it comes to recreation-
al fires, a burn permit is more than a piece 
of paper – it’s a safeguard against potential-
ly devastating consequences.

State loan 
approved 
for housing
Neenah News

The Wisconsin Housing and Econom-
ic Development Authority (WHEDA) 
has approved up to a $1 million loan and 
about $401,000 for infrastructure work to 
a redevelopment that is turning a former 
Kimberly-Clark office building into senior 
apartments at 2001 Marathon Ave.

The Vacancy-to-Vitality, Restore Main 
Street, and Infrastructure Access Loan 
Application was accepted for Marathon 
Flats, which has completed 31 studio, one- 
and two-bedroom apartments with anoth-
er 30 on track for completion this month. 
One portion of the building is still being 
used by K-C for consumer testing. 

Park Place Holdings of De Pere pur-
chased the 148,000-square-foot, sin-
gle-story building and surrounding 21 
acres for $3.75 million and began con-
struction in 2022. Future development 
plans include an additional six townhous-
es with 12-14 units each.

Park Place Holdings apartments are 
designated for ages 55 and older. Rental 
cost ranges from $895-$1,395 per month.

WHEDA works with lender, develop-
ers, local government, nonprofits and 
community groups on housing projects.

Our readers are looking for infor-
mation on what businesses are doiong 
in Neenah. Help us share the news by 
emailing submit@neenahnewsnow.
com or calling 920-486-1616.

Send business bits
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The details in 
solitude are  

caught 
hear
Better hearing means catching the cry of loons in the 
evening, eavesdropping on the frogs’ conversations, 
or even just enjoying the trickle of a stream.

If you feel like you might be missing the details 
in the solitude, call us to schedule an in-office 
demonstration!

920.267.4999 
Neenah • Oshkosh • Appleton • Ripon 

FoxValleyHearingCenter.com

516 N Commmmmercial Street
Neenah, WWWWI 54956
(920) 722222-1113

www.aceharrrrdware.com

Monday-Friday 7AM-8PM
Saturday 7:30AM-5PM

Sunday 9AM-4PM

HARDWAREHARDWARE

Longtime residents’ garden 
on the move to new home
By Rob Zimmer 
News contributor

What is one to do after living in their 
home 37 years, amassing a collection of 
more than 500 varieties of hostas and 
hundreds of other perennial plants and 
shrubs, when it comes time to move? 

That is the challenge facing Neenah 
gardeners Nancy and Mark Goodman, 
who recently decided to make the move 
to Wrightstown from the home they’ve 
lived in almost their entire marriage on the 
city’s west side.

“Because of my mobility issues, living 
in a quad-level home was becoming more 
and more difficult, so I needed to find a 
ranch-style home,” Nancy said. 

That led to a search for homes through-
out the area and the couple settled on 
a beautiful new construction ranch in 
Wrightstown. 

As a Master Gardener volunteer, Good-
man has become quite the plant collector, 
with a focus on hostas that fill the beauti-
ful shade beds surrounding the home in a 
variety of shapes, sizes and colors. 

Over 500 varieties, in fact. Many rare 
and collectible treasures adorn the shade 
beds beneath gorgeous maples started 
from seed by Mark decades ago. 

In addition to the vast garden beds, 
Mark Goodman constructed a series of 
one-of-a-kind raised bed gardens for his 
wife due to her mobility issues. Unfortu-
nately, this array of raised bed gardens are 
too big and heavy to make the journeys 
to their new home. The new owners will 
hopefully appreciate the handcrafted work 
that went into these beautiful and efficient 
raised gardens. 

Now that the indoor move is nearly 
complete, it’s time to dig up and transport 
as many of the plants as possible to their 
new home. 

The process already began last fall, as 
many varieties of colorful hostas were pot-
ted up in containers and spent the winter 
that way, sprouting anew with the coming 
of spring.  

Moving such a large variety and num-
ber of hostas will take some time, but the 
Goodmans are up for the challenge and 
can’t wait to transform their new property 
into a hosta and perennial oasis. 

“We start from a clean slate at our new 
home. There are garden beds around the 
home and a small hillside in the back with 
a trio of maples that will be the perfect set-
ting.” 

Rather than start anew at the new home, 
the heirloom plants and hosta treasures 
Goodman has collected for so many years 
are a priority for the landscape and gar-
dens. There are too many memories and 
too many unique plants to let go. 

“Some of these hostas are plants that 
you won’t see anywhere else,” Goodman 
said. “I’ve been collecting them, as well as 
other unique perennials, for a long time. 
Some of these are my grandfather’s plants.” 

Goodman points to a collection of heir-
loom irises, as well as lush clematis variet-
ies that have been in the family for genera-
tions. Moving these to their new home is a 
priority before their property goes up for 
sale. Some are pretty tolerant of the long 
move, others will be a risky venture. 

Over the next few weeks, these living 
memorials and botanical treasures will 
make the long journey to their new home.

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue photo

Show of support
The firefighter training room at Fire Station 31 at 1080 Breezewood Lane was re-
named last week to the Todd Stevenson Training Room to commemorate more than 
three decades of service Stevenson provided to the community and Neenah-Menasha 
Fire Rescue (NMFR). Stevenson retired from public service in March after 34 years 
and during that time served 24 years on the NMFR Joint Finance & Personnel Com-
mittee. NMFR staff acknowledged his support of the fire department, Local 275 and 
its annual Santa Float. Stevenson is shown at left along with Mayor Jane Lang and 
Fire Chief Travis Teesch. Lang said in a statement, “It has been an honor to work with 
former alderman Stevenson for the past 10 years, and we were happy to recognize his 
over three decades of service to the city of Neenah.”

Photo by Rob Zimmer

The Goodman family has had hundreds of varieties of hostas outside their Neenah home.
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Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
165 N. Park Avenue, Neenah •  bmmglass.com

Attend Classes 
and Camps at

YOUR Museum
this Summer!

Art Activity Day
Saturday, July 13

Beaded Driftwood
Suncatcher

July 11, 20, 27

Art Camp
Ages 12-15

July 29-August 1

Paint a Pint Glass
Tuesday, July 9

Create a usable custom glass, $35

Craft a Fireworks Keychain, $15

A three-part class, $145

4 days of glass-focused art, $250

Public library calendar
July 7

LEGOs in the Library: 1-3 p.m.

July 8
Short Story Night at Lion’s Tale: 7-8 

p.m.

July 9
Toddle Time Storytime (12-24 

months): 9:15-10 a.m.
Storytime for Everyone: 10-10:45 a.m.
Family Program: Puppet Creation: 1-2 

p.m.
Legal Assistance Clinic: 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meetup: 5:30-8:30 p.m.

July 10
Baby Time Storytime (birth-12 

months): 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages): 

10-11 a.m.
Bibliocycle at Neenah Pool: 10:30-

11:30 a.m.
Lunch with the Library at Schildt Park: 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Outreach at Primrose Apartments: 5-6 

p.m.

July 11
Wee Read Storytime (ages 2 & up): 10-

10:30 a.m.
Open Chess: 5:30-7:30 p.m.

July 12
Bibliocycle at Fritse Park: 10:30-11:30 

a.m.

July 13
Tween Craft: DIY Bouncy Balls: 10-11 

a.m.

July 15
Memory Cafe: Concert with accordi-

onist Micah Sommersmith: 1:30-3 p.m.
Not Quite Cozy Mystery Book Club: 

6:30-7:30 p.m.
Tips and Tricks for Food Preservation: 

6:30-8 p.m.

July 16
Toddle Time Storytime (ages 12-24 

months): 9:15-10 a.m.
Storytime for Everyone: 10-10:45 a.m.
Family Program: States of Matter: 1-2 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meetup: 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Cookbook Book Club: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

July 17
Baby Time Storytime (birth-12 

months): 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Bibliocycle at Neenah Pool: 9:30-10:30 

a.m.

Musical Movers Storytime (all ages): 
10-11 a.m.

Lunch with the Library at Schildt Park: 
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Library Board meeting: 4-6 p.m.
Outreach at Primrose Apartments: 5-6 

p.m.

July 18
Wee Read Storytime (ages 2 and up): 

10-10:30 a.m.
Open Chess: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam: 6-7:30 p.m.

July 19
Sunrise Yoga: 6:30-7:30 a.m.
Bibliocycle at Fritse Park: 10:30-11:30 

a.m.

July 20
Volunteens! 10:30-11:30 a.m.

July 21
LEGOs in the Library: 1-3 p.m.

July 22
Monday Morning Book Klatch Book 

Club: 10-11 a.m.

July 23
Toddle Time Storytime (12-24 

months): 9:15-10 a.m.
Storytime for Everyone: 10-10:45 a.m.
Family Program: Tie-Dye: 1-2 p.m.
Mah Jongg Meetup: 5:30- 8:30 p.m.

July 24
Baby Time Storytime (birth-12 

months): 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages): 

10-11 a.m.
Bibliocycle at Neenah Pool: 10:30-

11:30 a.m.
Lunch with the Library at Schildt Park: 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Outreach at Primrose Apartments: 5-6 
p.m.

Strolling Photo Workshop with Photo 
Opp: 6-7 p.m.

July 25
Wee Read Storytime (ages 2 and up): 

10-10:30 a.m.
Open Chess: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Ukulele Open Jam: 6-7:30 p.m.

July 26
Sunrise Yoga: 6:30-7:30 a.m.
Bibliocycle at Fritse Park: 10:30-11:30 

a.m.

July 27
Pollinator Program: Moths Matter: 

10:30-11:30 a.m.

July 28
Repair Cafe Fox Valley: noon to 3:30 

p.m.

July 30
Toddle Time Storytime (12-24 

months): 9:15-10 a.m.
Storytime for Everyone: 10-10:45 a.m.
Family Program – Summer Studio: 1-2 

p.m.
Mah Jongg Meetup: 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Movie Talks: The Straight Story: 6:30-

7:30 p.m.

July 31
Baby Time Storytime (birth-12 

months): 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Musical Movers Storytime (all ages): 

10-11 a.m.
Lunch with the Library at Schildt Park: 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Outreach at Primrose Apartments: 5-6 

p.m.
Strolling Photo Workshop with Photo 

Opp: 6-7 p.m.

Do you love the
Neenah News?

Looking for ways to support
the work we do?

It’s easy!
Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their
ad in the Neenah News.
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

Worship Times: Saturday 6PM, Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

APPLE VALLEY 

Sunday Worship Services  
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, 
WI 

 

www.applevalleypres.org 
 

 A confessionally Reformed church where the    
                     Bible is sincerely believed and faithfully preached. 

PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
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��
���
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Residential, Commercial, Industrial

44KK CCaammeerraa SSyysstteemmss
IInnttrruussiioonn SSyysstteemmss

FFiirree AAllaarrmm SSyysstteemmss

WWee iinnssppeecctt ��� bbrraannddss ooff FFIIRREE AALLAARRMM
ssyysstteemmss aass rreeqquuiirreedd bbyy WWiissccoonnssiinn

mmuunniicciippaalliittiieess !!

���������� ���� ����������

PyramidFoodsInc

Burgers 
1/4, 1/3, or 1/2 lb Patties

Precooked 
Brats 
2 lb or 10 lb 
Packs

1060 Breezewood Ln, Ste 101
Neenah, WI

Wed 9-4
Thur-Sat 9-12

920.886.9969

True cost of free events 
could use public support

My favorite part of staying home sick as 
a child was watching “The Price Is Right.” 
The best contest was the clock game. 
Guess the price of a fabulous prize while 
Bob Barker guided your estimates with 
high / low prompts. 

In my mind, that game was a guaran-
teed win if you played smart. In real life 
the true cost is not always so simple to see 
or determine.

Summer event season is upon us and 
that means Future Neenah’s summer 
concert series in Shattuck Park. While 
free for you to attend and enjoy thanks 
to our sponsors and donors, what are the 
true costs …

• Insurance
• Talent: musicians and bands
• Permits
• Equipment such as stage rental, 

sound, tents
• Staff
• Advertising and promotion
• Printing of fliers and banners
• Event supplies such as trash bags, 

water and signage
When you break down those true 

costs:
• An investment of $53 pays for a single 

song.
• An investment of $98 pays for a song/

stage/sound.
Help us to keep the music scene alive 

and well in Neenah with an investment 
in Future Neenah (neenah.org) to cover 
these true costs. No act of generosity is 
too small. All donors will be acknowl-
edged at the July 24 or July 25 donor 
appreciation concerts. We look forward 
to seeing you at our concerts all summer 
long. 

Neenah News

Kind words
Children listen to a story about kindness and afterward did crafting around that 
topic during Camp Kindness, a family program last week in the Shattuck Room of the 
Neenah Public Library. 
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AUTO ACCIDENT?
Surgery may be overkill, while medication 
may not be enough. The Doctors of Strong 
Chiropratic Office can offer guidance on auto 
injury treatments.
Treatments are custom suited and may 
include spinal adjustments, laser therapy, 
and therapeutic exercise.

COMPLIMENTARY
CONSULTATION
Must bring ad at the time of visit
Expires 7/31/24 | Limit on coupon per NEW PATIENT

OSHKOSH CLINIC
2100 Omro Road STE. B

(920) 426-9898

NEENAH CLINIC
1426 S. Commercial St.

(920) 725-0800

APPLETON CLINIC
1801 N. Richmond St.

(920) 831-4110www.strongchiropractic.com

www.spslawyers.net • 920-725-5305
251 EWisconsin Ave, Neenah

ANeenah lawfirm serving your
legal needs for over 20 years.
Family • Criminal Defense • Probate • Bankkkruptcy

*100 FEET MINIMUM. Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions.

FFrreeee GGuutttteerr CClleeaanniinngg,, CCaallll ffoorr DDeettaaiillss

PPeerrmmaanneenntt SSoolluuttiioonn ttoo CCllooggggeedd GGuutttteerrss

FFiinnaanncciinngg OOppttiioonnss

3 Easy Payment Options:

1122 MMoonntthhss SSaammee--AAss--CCaasshh

66..9999%% FFiixxeedd RRaattee

55 oorr 77 YYeeaarrss

Call for Details!

920 -232-5600

Lifetime Transferable Warranty

Installs over new or existing gutters

Most Trusted Brand for 40+ Years

Over 60 million feet installed

www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Fi i O ti

15% off

up to

$1,500.0
0*

Network Nexus group ready to connect
Neenah News

A new networking group dedicated to 
collaboration among businesses, nonprof-
its and entrepreneurs has been formed 
with more than 300 members on board 
after a June 26 launch party.

Network Nexus is presenting a collab-
orative environment where all input is 
valued and ideas freely exchanged. The 
group is open to anyone looking to grow 
and connect, and can be found on Face-
book at Network Nexus or on LinkedIn at 
Network Nexus – Fox Valley. 

New members are encouraged to in-

troduce themselves on the group’s social 
media platforms, share some information 
about their business or organization, and 
attend scheduled events to meet other 
members and find potential collabora-
tors.

“At Network Nexus, we believe in the 
power of community,” group organizer 
Jessica Williams of Whimsical Celebra-
tions stated in a press release. “Let’s work 
together to support one another and 
achieve great things.” 

For more information, contact Williams 
at whimsicalcelebrationsllc@gmail.com. 

Submitted photo

A launch party for the Network Nexus drew more than 65 people June 25 where the social 
platform introduced its mission.

Student’s grant support helps 
fund middle school program

Neenah Middle School is benefiting 
from the Women’s Fund for the Fox Valley 
Region’s Girl-Powered Giving program. 

A group of girls have an opportunity to 
manage $10,000 in grants for local non-
profit organizations while each receives a 
mini grant to support causes important to 
them. 

Taniya, a student at Neenah High 
School, used her mini grant to purchase 
exercise equipment for special needs 
students at Neenah Middle School. She 
reached out to fifth-grade teacher Stacey 
McGee to find out what equipment stu-
dents could benefit from. 

With her $200 grant, Taniya purchased 
an individual trampoline along with med-
icine balls to enhance the students’ physi-
cal education experience.

Women’s Fund executive director Julie 
Keller said the contribution ensures that 
special needs students will have access to 
beneficial exercise equipment for years to 
come.

“July is Disability Pride Month, a time 
to celebrate the diversity and contribu-
tions of people with disabilities, so sharing 
Taniya’s efforts highlight how young lead-
ers can play a pivotal role in fostering an 

inclusive society where everyone has the 
opportunity to thrive,” Keller said.

Photo from Women’s Fund

Neenah Middle School was given exercise 
equipment for special needs students through 
a mini-grant from the Women’s Fund.

Report details Winnebago County, UW-Madison partnership
The Wisconsin Idea Database project, 

which tracks the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison’s connections with com-
munities across the state, released data 
on the educational, workforce and eco-
nomic partnerships between Winnebago 
County and the university.

Data from 2022-2023 shows UW-Mad-
ison and 44 county businesses and orga-
nizations brought nearly $1.21 million 
in purchasing agreements to Winnebago 
County in fiscal year 2023, while county 
undergraduates received $1,617,852 in 
grants, scholarships and other merit- or 
need-based gift aid.

“UW-Madison’s tradition of improving 
lives beyond campus, known as the Wis-
consin Idea, is integral to the university’s 
culture and mission,” notes Crystal Potts, 
senior director for state relations and 
statewide outreach. 

As of last fall, of the 400 undergradu-
ates from Winnebago County enrolled 
at UW-Madison, about 15%, or 59 stu-
dents, were receiving aid covering the full 
amount of tuition and fees through either 
Bucky’s Tuition Promise or the Badger 
Promise. 

At least 3,189 UW-Madison alumni 

live in Winnebago County, including 721 
who graduated in the last 10 years.

UW-Madison works with more than 
500 health care facilities around the 
state to place students in internships, 
rotations, preceptorships and other 
placements, including 11 in Winnebago 
County. At least 331 alumni of its School 
of Medicine and Public Health, School 
of Nursing, and School of Pharmacy cur-
rently live in Winnebago County.

UW-Madison partnered with at least 
44 Winnebago County businesses and 
organizations in the 2022-23 fiscal year, 

spending nearly $1.21 million on goods, 
services and other expenses.

The Wisconsin Idea Database web-
site details collaborations between 
UW-Madison and state communities, 
including 372 projects that benefit Win-
nebago County.

The UW Division of Extension sup-
ports local leaders and volunteers in fo-
cus areas that include agriculture, health 
and well-being, families and finances, and 
natural resources. In Winnebago County, 
2,612 people attended Extension events 
in 2022-23. 
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920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $350

Locally Owned & Operated
Neenah, WI

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

15 min. from
Downtown Neenah

Open: WED-SUN 4pm-Close | 920-836-2022
(Formerly) 8300 County Rd T

Seafood Selections - Served Daily
Salmon, Grouper, Shrimp, Haddock, and Walleye

ASK ABOUT FRIDAY FISH SPECIALS!

Amazon with a claim of $4.8 million. 
More than 300 municipalities, including 
Neenah, Menasha and Appleton, were 
listed as creditors. The scooters were ex-
pected to continue operating throughout 
the bankruptcy proceedings. 

Appleton opted to end its ties with Bird 
earlier this year amid financial concerns 
with the company’s bankruptcy. A memo 
in April noted Bird had not submitted 
timely payment of fees due to Appleton 
nor fulfilled its reporting obligations from 
the 2023 season. 

In addition, the memo stated the scoot-
ers were the cause of many complaints and 
issues related to accessibility and safety. 

“Bird must bring a solution to properly 
and consistently dock or park the rental 
scooters out of the right of way, parks, and 
private resident property,” Appleton Pub-
lic Works director Danielle Block wrote.

The popular scooters were also the 
source of complaints in Neenah. Similar 
to Appleton, the main issue was the lo-
cation where riders discard them when 
they’re finished riding them. 

Bird reported 105 complaints in Neen-
ah in 2022, though 90 of those were sub-
mitted by one individual. Eleven com-
plaints were submitted to Community 
Development. 

In 2023, Bird received 111 complaints 
in Neenah, with 101 of those from the 
same person. Three complaints were sub-
mitted to Community Development.

Earlier this year Neenah, Menasha and 
Fox Crossing entered into memorandums 
of understanding to extend the program 
through 2024, though Menasha later re-
scinded approval of the extension agree-

ment and added that it be contingent 
upon Neenah and Appleton’s approvals.

The Appleton council voted in June to 
discontinue negotiations with Bird and 
create an ordinance prohibiting short-
term rental of electric scooters to the gen-
eral public.

Bird government partnerships manager 
Jimmy Gilman sent an email to Neenah, 
Menasha and Fox Crossing in mid-June 
stating that Appleton’s choice to discon-
tinue the program has strained operations 
and user experience in the area.

“If you have any relationship with staff 
or officials in Appleton, we encourage you 
to reach out to them with the message that 
a program that is geographically unified 
best serves residents of Neenah, Menasha 
and Appleton alike,” Gilman wrote. “Our 
users have reiterated that message to us, 
and we hope Appleton decision makers 
will take these voices into greater consid-
eration.”

According to the email, Bird is tempo-
rarily pausing service to Neenah, Menasha 
and Fox Crossing while working with Ap-
pleton to reintroduce the scooters.

A fleet of 25 Bird scooters landed in 
Neenah in 2022, with additional scooters 
added bringing the total to 75. That first 
year more than 2,800 separate users took 
about 11,000 rides and traveled more 
than 30,000 miles. In 2023, Bird reported 
8,853 rides in Neenah and 20,554 miles 
traveled.

Though all Bird scooters have been re-
moved from the Fox Valley, community 
development specialist Samantha Jeffer-
son said Neenah has not discussed work-
ing with other e-scooter companies and 
noted Bird called the removal temporary, 
indicating the scooters may return in the 
future.

Bird scooters
from Page 1
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Bird scooters first started in Neenah in 2022 with 25 units and later peaked at 75.

ThedaCare honored for  
organ and tissue donation

Three ThedaCare hospitals were re-
cently recognized by UW Organ and 
Tissue Donation (UW OTD) for the 
ongoing commitment to saving and im-
proving lives through organ and tissue 
donation. 

ThedaCare Regional Medical Cen-
ter-Neenah earned the Gold Award 
of Hope, ThedaCare Regional Medi-
cal Center-Appleton earned the Silver 
Award of Hope and ThedaCare Medical 
Center-Shawano earned the Excellence 
in Tissue Donation recognition. 

The UW Organ and Tissue Donation 
Award of Hope recognizes the compre-
hensive work of hospitals that achieve 
or exceed goals that maximize organ do-
nation. The award is based on two mea-
surements. One is the true conversion 
rate, which calculates the percentage of 
medically eligible donors that become 
actual donors. 

The other measurement is organs 
transplanted per donor, which evaluates 
the average number of organs recovered 
from each donor. Hospitals can earn a 
gold, silver or bronze Award of Hope. A 
rate of organs transplanted per donor of 
3.25 earns a bronze award, a true con-
version rate of at least 75% earns a silver 
award, and meeting both metrics earns a 

gold award.
The Excellence in Tissue Donation 

Award is given to partner hospitals that 
achieve at least a 60% consent rate from 
families when asked by care teams about 
organ donation. This metric measures 
the collaborative work between the hos-
pital staff and tissue bank in coordinat-
ing communication with patients and 
families around tissue consent conver-
sations.

UW Organ and Tissue Donation is a 
federally designated organ procurement 
organization serving more than 100 
hospitals in Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Illinois. 

Dr. Laurin Bellg, a critical care spe-
cialist who practices at ThedaCare Re-
gional Medical Centers-Appleton and 
Neenah, was also named as the winner 
of the 2023 Dr. Donn Dexter Physician 
Excellence Award from UW Organ and 
Tissue Donation.

The award recognizes the compre-
hensive work of one physician who ex-
emplifies the highest standards of dona-
tion support. 

To learn more about organ and tissue 
donation, and to sign up to be an organ, 
tissue, and eye donor, please visit: Don-
orRegistry.Wisconsin.gov.

As Part of Downtown Neenah Since 1941

Westgor Funeral Homes  
205 West Doty Avenue, Neenah, (920) 722-7151
1140 Appleton Road, Menasha, (920) 720-0314 

www.westgorfuneralhomes.com
 Contact usContact us to learn more about our memorial services and

how we can help you during this time of reflection.

TOGETHER IN REMEMBRANCE ON INDEPENDENCE DAY
This 4th of July, while we celebrate 
our freedom, we also take a moment 

to remember those who are no longer 
with us. At Westgor Funeral Home, we 
understand the importance of honoring 

the memories of your loved ones. Our 
team is here to offer you comfort and 
support in creating lasting tributes.
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Open Now!
1440 S. Oneida 
Street, Suite Q
Menasha, WI 54952
920-202-3198

Patrons who were poked by a spring 
while sitting in one of Pickard’s uncom-
fortable orange-and-brown audience seats 
will be pleased to learn that all the seats 
will be reupholstered in “Rocket-red.” 
That includes a full replacement of the seat 
pan, springs and padding, “so the comfort 
should match a complete new seat,” Pul-
czinski said.

The outdoor entrance will be refreshed 
with new signage. The pre-function space 
where people socialize before the show 
would be transformed with new carpet 
that includes a stripe directing attendees 
where to go and new red wall coverings, 
with architects suggesting adding moni-
tors for announcements. 

Improvements behind the scenes in-
clude plumbing, HVAC, electrical, asbes-
tos removal and adding a deluge fire pro-
tection sprinkler system. The theater will 
seat nearly 1,500 and look similar to the 
Performing Arts Center at Neenah High 
School in Fox Crossing, which has a ca-
pacity of 850.

The opinion of probable cost comes in 
at just under $4.5 million, which includes 
an additional 6% to account for escalating 
costs if the project were to be completed 
next year, which is when the district is an-
ticipating if funds are raised.

Funding will be through private dona-
tions and sponsorships and won’t involve 
a referendum. Community input will also 
play a role in shaping the final design and 
features of the refurbished auditorium.

District Superintendent Mary Pfeiffer, 
who retired Sunday, told meeting attend-
ees that the next step in the process is to 
create a committee to lead a fundraising 
campaign.

“We’re going to need people coming 
together to be able to one, finalize what 
these plans would be, and then to create 
that subcommittee, as well as the place 
where people can send donations,” she 
said 

Those interested in assisting with the 
committee may contact Jon Joch at 920-
751-6800 ext. 10102 or jjoch@neenah.

k12.wi.us.
Once construction is underway, ren-

ovations are expected to take about six 
to eight months. The district said efforts 
will be made to minimize disruptions to 
scheduled events and activities.

Pickard Auditorium is inside the Shat-
tuck Performing Arts Center, which also 
encompasses the lobby and music suites 
and was renamed early this year to hon-
or the Shattuck family’s legacy and sup-
port with the closing of Shattuck Middle 
School after the 2022-23 school year. 

The theater is named after Sam Pickard, 
who was president of National Manufac-
turers Bank of Neenah and Frank C. Shat-
tuck’s personal banker. 

He assisted in organizing a fund drive 
for the auditorium, leading a group of 
anonymous donors who in 1969 gave the 
school board $750,000 to support it. He 
died in 1973.

Pickard
from Page 1
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The current interior of Pickard Auditorium is shown.

Somerville Architects

Renderings show proposed improvements to 
Pickard Auditorium at Neenah Middle School.
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PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

Chronic nerve pain, numbness, Chronic nerve pain, numbness, 
or neuropathy?or neuropathy?
Go Beyond Pain Management 
Aim for Remission
Calmare Scrambler Therapy

Free Phone ConsultationFree Phone Consultation

920-306-4727920-306-4727
3042 Oregon St. Oshkosh3042 Oregon St. Oshkosh
maxwellnesspainrelief.commaxwellnesspainrelief.com
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Mobility Scooters

Free In-Home Estimates!
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Gaerthofner competes at U.S. Olympic trials
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Drew Gaerthofner got a glimpse of what 
he hopes is in his future recently. 

The senior-to-be at Neenah High 
School qualified for and participated in 
the Olympic Trials for swimming held at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on June 
15. Gaerthofner finished 28th among the 
84 competitors in the 100-meter breast-
stroke, posting a time of 1-minute, 2.18 
seconds. 

“It was very surreal for me,” Gaerthof-
ner said. “I kept walking out on the deck 
and I couldn’t stop smiling.” 

Gaerthofner, who has verbally commit-
ted to swim collegiately at the University 
of Wisconsin, finished third in his heat at 
the Olympic trials and was the fifth fast-
est junior swimmer – participants born in 
2006 or later – in the event. 

He was a little more than two-tenths of a 
second out of finishing in the top 40 of the 
event. Nic Fink turned in the fastest time 
at the Olympic trials with a mark of 59.24 
seconds, one of just five swimmers to fin-
ish in under a minute.

Gaerthofner, who qualified for the 
Olympic trials at a meet in Madison in 
early June, said he was pleased with the 
way he competed at the trials.

“I was super happy about how I swam,” 
Gaerthofner said. “I was really nervous 
beforehand and to be pretty much be right 

on my best time in that atmosphere was 
great. I basically put together as perfect of 
a race as I could, the one chance I got.”

Gaerthofner entered the trials knowing 
that he was an extreme 
longshot to make the 
U.S. Olympic team 
that will compete in 
Paris, but he also dis-
missed the idea that 
there wasn’t any real 
purpose to him being 
there.

“I never want to say 
my goal is whatever 
happens, happens but I didn’t really have 
like a set goal for the trials,” Gaerthof-
ner said. “My goals were to go there and 
have fun, enjoy the racing, take in the at-
mosphere and learn what the big-name 
athletes do and how they get themselves 
ready. Take this experience to the next tri-
als in four years and have more of a bet-
ter understanding of what it’s going to be 
like.”

Gaerthofner arrived in Indianapolis two 
days before he was going to compete and 
spent the day prior to his race getting ac-
customed to the surroundings. 

What made this meet unique was the 
fact that an entire swimming area was 
built inside a football stadium. Lucas Oil 
Stadium is the home for the Indianapolis 
Colts as well as serving host to many col-

lege football games.
“It was pretty awesome. I went to the tri-

als in 2021 just to watch and it was noth-
ing near what was in Omaha,” Gaerthof-
ner said. “Nothing like that had ever been 
done but they did a good job of while you 
are swimming, you don’t see the stands. 
You got on pool deck and it just seemed 
normal. You were just on any normal pool 
deck getting ready to swim.”

Gaerthofner, who finished third in the 
100-yard breaststroke at the WIAA state 
championships last spring and is a three-
time state qualifier, had been hoping to 
qualify for this Olympic trials while swim-
ming with his club team of Oshkosh. 

He knew exactly what he needed to earn 
the trip but had almost given up hope of 
earning a spot in this year’s field. At a meet 
last March, he had a strong swim but was 
still eight-tenths of a second short of the 
qualifying mark.

“At that point, I was like it isn’t going 
to happen this year,” Gaerthofner said. 
“I didn’t put it out of the question, but I 
came to the realization it wasn’t going to 
happen.”

Then came the Jack Pettinger Invita-
tional held in Madison the first weekend 
of June. 

“I was feeling good. After swimming in 
the morning session, I was like I’m going 
to go for this,” Gaerthofner said. “I did my 
normal thing (in the finals) and ended up 

making the cut. Everyone went crazy. That 
was pretty fun.”

Now that he has competed in his first 
Olympic trials, Gaerthofner is already 
looking to the return to this level of com-
petition four years from now. 

He said that he certainly has a chance to 
make the Olympic team in 2028.

“I think I still have a lot of maturing to 
do both physically and mentally. Then, 
just keep grinding,” Gaerthofner said. “I 
know the coaches when I get into college, 
I have a lot of trust in them and they have 
a lot of background in big-time swimming 
in the long course pool. I don’t see why the 
Olympics would be out of the question.”

Gaerthofner is already back in the pool, 
preparing for YMCA Nationals later this 
summer and is looking forward to his se-
nior season with the Rockets. 

He said his break was getting to watch 
the trials for a couple of days in Indianap-
olis before returning home and is glad to 
be back in the pool.

“It’s back to eight practices a week and 
then lifting a couple of days, too,” Gaer-
thofner said. “The meet is just the end of 
the cycle.  What you do now is really what 
matters, the work that you put in. I came 
to the realization that once you get there, 
it’s so fun being there that when you don’t 
want to do something or jump in the pool 
that day, it’s like no, I want to get back 
there and get farther than I was this year.”

Gaerthofner

Volunteer needs
Aurora at Home Hospice is looking 

for Memory Bear Crafting volunteers. The 
role involves creating personalized and 
comforting memory bears from cherished 
fabrics, offering a tangible and lasting 
keepsake for grieving families. Contact 
Jayne at Jayne.Syrjamaki@aah.org or 920-
252-5146 to learn more.  

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass 
seeks volunteers to become museum do-
cents to guide tours and help visitors con-
nect with the museum’s collection. No 

experience needed; volunteers complete a 
thorough training program focused on art 
and cultural history, arts education, and 
the museum collection. Contact Jayme at 
eisch@bmmglass.com for more informa-
tion.

Make the Ride Happen is looking for 
volunteers to provide transportation to 
older adults during the week so they can 
get to essential services, such as the gro-
cery store, pharmacy, dentist and medical 
appointments. Drivers are eligible to re-

ceive 31 cents per mile during their route. 
All passengers are mobile. Contact Beth 
at 920-832-9360 or rsvp@volunteerfox-
cities.org.

Reach Counseling Services is seeking 
volunteer advocates to provide crisis in-
tervention and emotional support to sur-
vivors of sexual violence through the 24/7 
hotline. You will also have the opportunity 
to work alongside medical and legal pro-
fessionals while supporting survivors to re-
duce further trauma. In-depth training and 

shadowing are provided. Contact Kylene at 
volunteering@reachcounseling.com. 

SCORE Fox Cities is looking for busi-
ness mentors for new and existing busi-
nesses who have extensive experience in 
business start-up, administration, plan-
ning, operations, sales, marketing, ac-
counting, HR, manufacturing or another 
business discipline, or have been a busi-
ness owner. Mentor training provided. 
Learn more by contacting Monica at mon-
ica.duebbert@scorevolunteer.org.



 neenahnewsnow.com x Page 15July 5, 2024

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-486-1616

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to ofer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore
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Local news for you

Neenah 2-Piece Dining Room Hutch. Excellent 
Condition. Size: 18” wide, 46” long & 71” 

high. $300.00.  920-740-6610

ACA RED GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS/C 
shots/wormed Born 5-22-24 $500 715-

229-4929 

ACA REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS Born 
5-13-24 Shots/wormed $700 cash only  

715-229-9081

AKC PUREBRED BOXER PUPS Flashy Brin-
dle & Fawn Shots UTD Ready Now! $800  

715-754-2147

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864 

www.pdsadnet.com

ENGLISH SETTER PUPPIES Field Dog/AKC 
Reg, Field Champion Bloodlines Born 4-30 

$750 Stud Available 262-224-3867  (WCAN)

FRIENDLY BUFF COCKER SPANIEL PUPS 
Parents are family pets, Vet ck $575  

715-669-3923

GOLDENDOODLE PUPPIES Your New Best 
Friend awaits! $450 715-267-6470

HOSTAS! Over 600 Field Grown varieties! 
Open Daily - THROUGH LABOR DAY 

12-5pm. 14028 Louis Corners Rd, KIEL, WI 
920-894-2905 & 920-298-8334 CASH OR 

CHECK ONLY

MINI COCK-A-POOS Various Colors! 
Hypo-allergenic, Non-shed, shots/vet F-$800, 

M-$700  715-758-2433

MINI WHOODLE PUPS Shots, wormed/
dews/Vet Checked, $500-$600 715-255-2661 

(269146)

PUG-A-POO PUPPIES dews, shots, vet ch’d. 
wormed Non-Shed $300 OBO Ready to Go!  

715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522 (524892) 
(WCAN)

PUREBRED REG SIAMESE SNOWSHOE CATS 
& KITTENS 1-715-846-1930 for avail & prices

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES vet/
shots/dews 5-F, 1-M Born 5-17-24 $400 

715-669-7509

REG PUG PUPPIES Fawn colored, dews/shots, 
vet chk & dewormed $1200  715-536-0697 

715-316-2522 (#524892) (WCAN)

YELLOW LAB PUPPIES Vet Checked, De-
wormed, shots, Born 5-6-24, 3-F, 5-M, Ready 

Now! $350 715-229-2630

“GO FISH - CANADA!” KINGFISHER RESORT 
Cabin-Boast-Motor-Gas $91 per person/day. 
JULY/AUG/SEPT SPECIAL $88 per person/

day, Easy Driving Access 800-452-8824 
www.kingfisherlodge.com (WCAN) 

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS home 
Internet with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds from 

5G & 4G LTE networks, no contracts, easy 
installation, & data plans up to 300 GB. Call 

844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)  

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our veterans! Schedule a 

FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 

1-844-406-2647 today! (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts.  

Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local  

414-520-1612

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal buildings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! Donate Your 
Car, Truck or SUV to assist the blind & visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup & secure a generous tax credit for 

2025. Call HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND today at 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

MOTORCYCLES WANTED! 
Japanese Motorcycles 

*** 1970s ***  

Running or not running! 
CA$H PAID to you & easy 

trailer pickup. Call 612-720-2142 today 
& Get Paid! (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data, FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST download speeds. Wifi 
built in! FREE Standard Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time  
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 

For a limited time, waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to 

change and vary by dealer.) Offer ends 
8/25/24  Call 833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES WITH 
BRIGGS & STRATTON PowerProtect(TM) 
standby generators - the most powerful 

home standby generators available. 
Industry-leading comprehensive warranty 7 
years ($849 value) Proudly make in the USA. 
Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-918-3220 

(WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material, steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% OFF Installation + Add’l 

10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments & No Interest for 18 months for 

customers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. Call today! 

1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW 
SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 

an ad, please contact The Department  
of Trade, Agriculture & Consumer 

Protection 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Neenah’s offense goes quiet in loss to Appleton Post 38
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

Wins have been tough to come by this 
season for the Neenah Post 33 American 
Legion baseball team. 

On Monday night Neenah was held to 
one hit by Appleton Post 38 and dropped 
a 12-0 decision to fall to 1-11 this summer. 

“This was a competitive game through 
three innings,” Neenah head coach Mat-
thew Waite said. “Our problem is that we 
fall behind by a run or two and then we 
tighten up. We feel we have to be perfect 
in order to win and when you play like that 
things begin to slip away.”

Neenah starter Adam Lorrig held Ap-
pleton scoreless for the first two innings 
and the Legion trailed just 2-0 after three 
innings. 

But in the fourth, Appleton pounded 
out seven hits and erupted for six runs to 
break the game open.  

“This was one of those times where 
things went bad and we just tightened up,” 
Waite said. “I would like for us to get out 
of that mentality and fight back to either 
tie things up or take the lead. It’s some-
thing we have to learn as a team. Once we 
can do that a few times maybe we can turn 
the corner as a team.”

Neenah only registered one baserunner 

in the game when Owen Martin singled 
and stole second in the fourth inning. 

That would be all the offense Neenah 
could muster off Appleton starter Gus 
Rieckman, who struck out seven in five 
innings. 

Appleton ended the game by the mercy 
rule by adding four runs in the fifth. 

It was the second time in the last three 
games that Neenah had been shut out af-
ter dropping a 5-0 decision to the Apple-
ton Double Days last Wednesday. 

Isaac Verbruggen, Ty McNeely and Wil-
son Balthus all had hits in the game for 
Neenah, which also racked up six walks in 
the contest but were unable to put a run 
on the board. 

Lorrig allowed just three hits in six in-
nings, while striking out four but took the 
loss for Neenah. 

The following night Neenah lost at Ap-
pleton Post 38, 12-3, commiting six errors 
in the loss. 

Jackson Crowder had a pair of hits in 
the game, while Hunter Hilgers, Ryan 
Schnabl and Crowder each drove in runs 
in the loss. 

Neenah will host Manitowoc Legion on 
Friday, before road games at De Pere on 
Monday and Oshkosh on Tuesday.

Photo by Dustin Riese

Neenah’s Zachary Waite puts the tag down on an Appleton Post 38 baserunner in a cloud of 
dust at third base on Monday night.

Area’s jobless rate for May was 2.8%
Neenah News

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area and Winnebago County saw a slight 
increase in its unemployment rate from 
2.6% percent to 2.8% percent between 
April and May, according to preliminary 
data from the state Department of Work-
force Development. 

Last May’s jobless rate in Osh-
kosh-Neenah and the county was 2.5%.

The preliminary non-seasonally adjusted 

data shows jobless rates in Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas increased or stayed the 
same in nine metro areas over the month; 
rates increased in 11 areas over the year. 

Unemployment rates increased or 
stayed the same in 30 cities over the 
month; rates increased or stayed the same 
in 29 cities over the past year.

Estimates of unemployment and em-
ployment statistics are from the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.



Page 16 x neenahnewsnow.com July 5, 2024

Proudly sponsored by

1197 W. Winneconne Ave

News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah

Write about the best birthday you have 
had. What made it feel so special? Be 

sure to give at least five details.

My Best Birthday

Standards Link: Write descriptively using main 
idea and supporting details.

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 31

Standards Link: Reading Cimprehension: Follow simple written directions.

How many stars can you �nd below?

BONUS:
How many stars can you �nd on this page?

Unscramble the words to discover the rights 
mentioned in the Declaration of Independence.

Can you �nd the letters L-I-B-E-R-T-Y hidden here?
Parade Puzzle

           n July 4, 1776, people living in  
 the American Colonies declared 
their independence. They wanted to be 
independent, or free, from the rules of 
King George III of England. They 
wanted to form their own country.
 
 They wrote a document to send  
         to King George. It was called the 
Declaration of Independence, signed 
on July 4, 1776. This famous 
document says that all people are 
created equal and with certain rights.

O

Standards Link: 
Language Arts: Vocabulary 

development.

Onomatopoeia 
describes words that 
sound like the sound 

they make when 
you say them. For 

example, when you 
say, “Pop!” it sounds 

a bit like a pop. 
Look through the 

newspaper. Can you 
find three to five 

examples of 
onomatopoeia?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

One of the original signers of the Declaration of 
Independence visited Europe and fell in love with pasta. 
He brought back a machine to make macaroni and later, 

he became the first president to serve macaroni and cheese 
as part of an official state dinner. Which Founding Father 

was this? Circle every fourth letter to find out!

Use this code to reveal some incredible 
Independence Day facts:

Sources: History.com, WalletHub.com

Number of hot dogs that are eaten by 
Americans on Independence Day:

million

Number of people who signed the 
Declaration of Independence: 

Percentage of Americans who 
own an American �ag:

%

Amount of money spent on 
watermelon for the July 4th holiday:

million$

Which two 
picnic pictures 
are the same?

MACARONI
ENGLAND
SIGNERS
PARADE
FATHER
CHEESE
GEORGE
PEOPLE
RULES
PASTA
EQUAL
WORDS
KING
FREE
LIFE
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Beautiful crafts, gifts, and home decor from local artisans.

1197 W Winneconne Ave, Neenah, WI 
(920) 722-9600 • Open Mon-Sat 10-5
Closed July 4th -July 7th

Come visit Cedar Ridge
and be amazed!


