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Breast cancer survivor: ‘Every second counts’
Community raising funds  
for woman’s treatment
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The community is rallying to support a local 
woman battling breast cancer.

When Dana Swanson was diagnosed with can-
cer last June, she said it felt like being hit with a bag 
of bricks. That’s because the 38-year-old Neenah 
mother had done everything right. 

After testing positive for the BRCA1 genetic 
mutation in February 2022, which increases the 
chance of breast and ovarian cancer significantly, 
Swanson was proactive in managing her health. She 
underwent screening imagery that came back clear, 
scheduled a double mastectomy and planned for a 
hysterectomy.

This past Mother’s Day, Swanson found a lump 
in her breast. A few weeks later, she was diagnosed 
with stage 2, grade 3, triple-negative breast cancer. 
Seemingly overnight, the family’s entire world was 

turned upside down. 
Before her diagnosis, Swanson enjoyed social-

izing, singing, going to concerts, being outdoors, 
visiting parks and lakes, traveling, cooking and or-
ganizing. But all those things have been on hold 
while she navigates a new world of medical testing, 
treatments, surgeries and procedures.

Swanson recently underwent six months of ag-
gressive chemotherapy. Among the physical chang-
es she experienced from chemo was hair loss. Two 
of her friends held a party and shaved their own hair 
off in solidarity. 

The Appleton nonprofit Peaceful Purpose, which 
provides no charge or low-cost wigs, hats, head cov-
erings and haircuts to those with medical hair loss, 
gave Swanson a wig.

“When it came in, and she put it on my head, I 
can’t tell you how much I felt like myself again,” she 
said.

On Nov. 29, Swanson rang the bell at the clinic, 
signifying the completion of her chemotherapy 

Submitted photo

Dana and Kenny Swanson hold their children, Summer and Grady, inside 
their Neenah home. The family will be the recipient of funds from an  
upcoming benefit to alleviate the financial stressors from Dana’s recent 
battle with breast cancer. See Cancer survivor on Page 11
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Sparse ice landscape
At Payne’s Point Hook and Spear Fishing Club off Lake Winnebago last weekend, club member Jim Nobbe measured 7 to 9 inch-
es of ice that was not recommended for anything but foot traffic and light small ATVs. Ice fisherees were canceled in the area as 
a result and it wasn’t recommended to leave ice shanties out overnight. Recent colder temperatures were expected to improve ice 
fishing conditions.

Two public schools face closure
Neenah’s Hoover, Jefferson 
in Menasha await decision 
Neenah News

Two local elementary schools may soon 
be permanently shuttered.

The Neenah Joint School District will 
vote Tuesday on whether to close Hoover 
Elementary and the Menasha Joint School 
District will vote Feb. 26 on closing Jeffer-

son Elementary.
The potential closure of the schools 

follows statewide trends due to declining 
enrollment and budget deficits. In recent 
months the Green Bay Area Board of Edu-
cation voted to close three schools and rec-
ommended closing another seven, while 
Kenosha Unified School District voted to 
close six schools. 

Hoover is being considered for closure as 
part of the school district’s plan to change 

boundaries to deal with population shifts, 
with some schools under or over capaci-
ty. Students would be moved primarily to 
Horace Mann, with some being placed at 
Coolidge and Tullar. Hoover staff would be 
transferred to other schools in the district. 
Closing Hoover is expected to amount to 
$400,000 to $600,000 in annual savings.

Jefferson may be closed due to declin-

See School closings on Page 11
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Help for Homeless drive underway
The Family organization’s annual Help 

for the Homeless hygiene drive launched 
Sunday and runs through March 3 to help 
stock the shelves of more than 100 home-
less and crisis programs in 19 Wisconsin 
communities. 

Donations in Neenah at Festival Foods, 
Walgreens or St. Vincent de Paul will go 
to Vinnie’s Pantry. The goal of the program 
is to supply a year’s worth of products to 
participating agencies. 

COTS director John Nieman is the 
chair of the local program that includes 

five agencies Winnebago County’s – 
COTS, Father Carr’s Advocap, Bella Med-
ical Clinic and the Salvation Army.

Donors are asked to purchase new, un-
used hygiene and cleaning supplies and 
drop them off at the boxes located at par-
ticipating churches, schools and business-
es or organizations. Boxes are typically 
found near the entrance or checkout areas. 

Most urgent needs include soaps, trash 
bags, diapers, unscented deodorant, wet 
wipes, toilet paper, paper towels, dispos-
able razors, and tampons and maxi pads.

Help for the Homeless has provided 
$5.4 million worth of hygiene and clean-
ing supplies to local crisis programs over 
the past 32 years. Community members at 
more than 900 businesses, churches and 
schools hosted collection boxes last year 
and donated $665,000 worth of items to 
local crisis programs. 

Money donated will be used to pur-
chase gift cards to local retailers for hy-
giene supplies. Find more details on do-
nating and the program at thefamily.net/
help-for-the-homeless.

Neenah Historical Society photo

1980s-era shanty
Fisherman set up a sturgeon spearing shanty in 1983. The first modern sturgeon 
spearing season on Lake Winnebago occurred during the winter of 1931-32. The 
current sturgeon spearing season begins on the second Saturday in February and 
lasts 16 days or until harvest caps have been reached. Spearers can fish from 7 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and are required to register their fish at a DNR-operated station.

Feeding America, Bucks star tip off campaign
With the state facing an increase in 

food insecurity among children, Feeding 
America Eastern Wisconsin is kicking off 
its 21st Annual PB&J Challenge, a two-
month fundraising and awareness cam-
paign.

According to recent statistics, one in 
eight children in eastern Wisconsin do 
not know where their next meal is coming 
from. 

The PB&J Challenge through Feb. 29 
encourages supporters to make mone-
tary donations or organize a peanut but-
ter and jelly food drive at their school or 
workplace to help Feeding America stock 
the shelves at area food pantries, meal pro-
grams and shelters. 

“The high demand for peanut butter and 
jelly among our partners, coupled with the 
appreciative feedback from pantry guests 
that receive these donations, motivates us 
to expand this challenge more and more 
each year,” said Feeding America Eastern 
Wisconsin president and chief executive 
Patti Habeck. 

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 
also announced a continued partnership 
with Milwaukee Bucks veteran forward 
Bobby Portis Jr., who will serve as the 
campaign’s ambassador for the second 
year. 

Growing up in a single-parent house-
hold, Portis understands family food 
struggles.

“It’s all about giving back and spread-
ing your blessings with others,” Portis 
said. “I come from humble beginnings 

and we never did it on our own – we al-
ways had help along the way. Being able 
to have this platform and spread my 
blessings with others has always been a 
calling of mine.”

The campaign is presented by Hydrite, 
with additional support from Cousins 
Subs, Plum Media, Potawatomi Casi-
no Hotel, Pick ’n Save, Drake & Associ-
ates, Old National Bank, and the Bobby 
Portis Foundation. To learn more, visit  
FeedingAmericaWI.org.

Register TODAY 
to avoid late fee 
beginning MARCH 1st
Spring Recreational and 
Spring Academy Soccer
Please visit our website
https://www.neenahsoccerclub.org/

Once there, navigate to 
programs to learn more.
we look forward to seeing 
you on the pitch!

VOTE HEYWOOD  
FOR JUDGE 

Winnebago Br. 1 Primary: February 20th General: April 2nd  
Eric Heywood brings experience 
prosecuting, defending, and 
deciding thousands of cases. Eric 
grew up in Neenah and is 
running to keep Winnebago 
County a safe and stable place to 
raise a family. 
 

www.heywoodforjudge.com 
@heywoodforjudge -Paid for by Heywood for Judge Committee- 



 neenahnewsnow.com x Page 3February 16, 2024

2023 Ford F-150

NEENAH     OSHKOSH

bergstromford.com

1.9% UP TO
72 MONTHS*

*1.9% APR for 72 months at $14.71 per month per $1,000 financed regardless of down 
payment. Not available on Lightning and SuperCrew Tremor. To approved credit. Must 
finance with Ford Credit. Tax, title, license and fees extra. Ends 2/29/24.

0.9%

$2,000 FLEX BUY
BONUS CASH*

PLUS

2024 Ford BRONCO SPORT

UP TO
66 MONTHS^

*Flex Buy on approval through Ford credit. ^0.9% APR for 66 months at $14.49 
per month per $1,000 for first 36 months and $16.82 per month per $1,000 
financed for months 37-66 regardless of down payment. To approved credit. 
Must finance with Ford Credit. Tax, title, license and fees extra. Ends 2/29/24.

Common Council candidates discuss top issues at forum
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Two of the three candidates vying for a 
District 1 seat on the Neenah Common 
Council faced off during a forum last 
week, with voters in Tuesday’s primary 
selecting the top two candidates to ad-
vance to the April 2 election.

The forum was held by the League of 
Women Voters of Winnebago County and 
featured Brian Roeh and Kristen Sand-
vick, who are running for John Skyrms’ 
District 1 seat. Skyrms was elected in 2021 
and is not seeking re-election. Mark Ellis 
is also running for the District 1 seat but 
was not in attendance at the forum.

District 2 and District 3 seats are also 
up for election, with incumbent Bri-
an Borchardt running unopposed, and 
Todd Stevenson, who has represented 
District 3 since 1989, not seeking re-elec-
tion. Jeffrey Linski and William Pollnow 
Jr. are running for the vacant District 3 
seat. With no challenger for District 2 or 
a primary race for District 3, Borchardt, 
Linski and Pollnow Jr. didn’t participate 
in the forum.

The two District 1 candidates took a 
different approach to answering the first 
question, which required them to de-
scribe what has prepared them to handle 
city budgets.

Roeh said he has maintained an avia-
tion maintenance engineering depart-
ment, working with outside firms and an 
internal budget to ensure proper engi-
neering resources.

“This is something I deal with on a dai-
ly basis,” he said. “I’m constantly working 
with engineering firms to make sure that 
we’re getting the best deal for what we’re 
getting from them, either the services or 
the individual engineering packages, as 
well as within my own department.”

Sandvick said her experience with 
budgeting comes from her own house-
hold budget.

“So in order to make ends meet, we 
often have to think very carefully about 
how we are spending our money. Often-
times looking ahead to think about what 
will cost the least in the long run is an im-
portant thing in the budget, making sure 
that when we are paying for something, 
it is something that will last and be worth 
spending money on,” she said.

When it comes to bringing better-pay-
ing jobs to Neenah, Roeh suggested 
using property that Neenah owns and 
offering it for sale at rates that are appeal-
ing to companies that may want to op-
erate here. He said a grant funded small 
business development program could be 
successful in the city.

Sandvick said that tax incremental 
financing (TIF) can be successful in at-
tracting businesses but noted it’s also 
important to encourage small business 
growth. She said it’s a struggle to find 
affordable commercial space to rent in 
Neenah, “so we need to find ways to in-
centivize and encourage people to be 
here.”

On the topic of affordable housing, 
Sandvick noted there are a lack of options 
in communities throughout the country 
and suggested bringing in Section 42 
housing, a tax credit that encourages de-
velopers to build affordable housing.

Roeh said he believes the government 
should not stand in the way of develop-
ment. 

“I believe that the best way for me to 
bring in housing is to allow housing to be 
developed in Neenah,” he said.

The candidates were also asked about 
how the city could attract a grocery store 
to downtown Neenah, which has been 

identified as a food desert, with Roeh 
stating that Neenah is standing in the 
way of bringing more Kwik Trips to the 
area.

“So again, we need to get out of the 
way of developments for these types of 
things,” he said. “Again, going back to 
plots that the city may 
own right now that a 
grocery store could fit 
in. Again, we need to 
find developers that 
are going to take that 
property and turn it 
into something that’s 
good for the commu-
nity at large.”

Sandvick said the 
former Island Foods location on Doty 
Island would make a good location for 
a grocery store. She suggested offering 
incentives or grants to attract a grocery 
store or expanding the city’s TIF districts 
for development in the area. 

“That corridor right through there, I 
believe it’s First Street, has been looking 
pretty bare for a pretty long time and I 
would love to see something going on 
there for Doty Island and all of down-
town,” she said.

The candidates answered several ques-
tions pertaining to sustainability and 
mitigating the effects of climate change. 

Roeh focused on the treatment of 
stormwater, suggesting that the city build 
its own stormwater treatment plant.

“So we created these retention ponds 
throughout the city, valuable real estate 
that we would like to use for either home 
development or business development,” 
he said. “Let’s think to the future, know 
where we’re going, have a five-, 10-, 20-

year plan, and building that plant.”
Sandvick suggested small changes that 

could make a difference, such as making 
the city a safe place for pedestrians and 
bikers to reduce the amount of pollution.

The candidates were questioned on 
partnering with corporations to develop 

Arrowhead Park, with 
Sandvick noting she 
supports more devel-
opment in the park 
and it’s “a great oppor-
tunity for Neenah to 
really invest in itself.” 

Roeh questioned 
the stability of the 
ground at Arrow-
head, which sits atop 

land created from paper mill waste, and 
whether any structures could be placed 
on the site.

“Right now we’re focusing on putting 
a bridge to that property when there’s a 
bridge to nothing right now,” he said.

A follow-up question included wheth-
er the candidates would support grants 
to fund shoreline improvement, with 
Roeh noting that grant funds come with 
strings attached.

“I believe that if we put our minds to it, 
we can find ways to improve that proper-
ty within the means that we already have 
at our disposal,” he said. “We should try 
not to use grant money.”

Sandvick said she would support using 
grant funds.

“I would be in favor of grants that 
would help us improve and clean up our 
shorelines and our blighted areas within 
the city,” she said.

A question on the success of the city’s 
Transportation Assessment Replace-

ment Fee (TARF), which is billed to 
residents and businesses as a replace-
ment for special assessments for street 
resurfacing, reconstruction and sidewalk 
construction projects drew more general 
responses.

Roeh said he believes the TARF is be-
ing applied as it was intended.

“The money is going back to where it 
belongs with these, the way I understand 
that they’re working right now,” he said.

Sandvick admitted she was not familiar 
with the city’s TARF and declined to give 
an answer. She later posted on her cam-
paign social media page that she researched 
the issue and feels that the system saves 
families from undue financial stress when 
their streets need to be redone.

In his closing statement, Roeh said a 
good council member does research on 
the items that are voted on.

“What are the details – it’s good to 
know what the endgame is – but how 
do we get from A to B,” he said. “All the 
things that happen in between, I feel ar-
en’t always thoroughly researched prior 
to the votes happening and I promise 
that that is something I will be doing.”

Sandvick said she is prepared to serve 
Neenah as it faces challenges and contin-
ues to grow and change.

“I will strive to listen to the concerns 
of my District 1 neighbors and work to 
keep our communities strong,” she said. 
“I may never have all the answers to all 
the problems, but as your representative 
I will seek out information, listen to ideas 
and work toward compromises.”

The full candidate forum is available 
for viewing on the City of Neenah’s You-
tube page.

Roeh Sandvick



Page 4 x neenahnewsnow.com February 16, 2024

Full Name (First and Last):
Mailing Address:
Phone Number:  Email: 
Credit Card: Exp:      CSV:

Our great subscribers and advertisers made it possible to answer the call to deliver to everyone in 54956.

THANKS FOR 
THE SUPPORT

 

 
Community newspapers are a Community effort.

“This Neenah newspaper is EXCELLENT! Full of news and good information.”
“There seems to be quite a bit of advertising. It is really good!!! I am going to subscribe.” 

“The kid page? Fun!”
“The carjacker story—riveting! So many great stories with a hyper-local focus!"

"Honestly every story is interesting and worth reading.” 
“It is a treasure!”

Looking forward to finding the Neenah News in your mailbox?
Support the Neenah News by becoming a member for only $50/year by calling 920-486-1616, 
filling out the form below or joining online at www.neenahnewsnow.com/product/membership/ 

Outside of ZIP code 54956? Subscribe for home delivery for only $70/year. 
Members and Subscribers receive email offers throughout the year as our Thank you! Ex: Wisconsin Herd tickets, Waterfest VIP tickets, 

Winnebago County Fair tickets, Calendars, Journals, Special Advertiser offers. Your email is not sold or shared.

Mail completed form with credit card info or check to: 124 W. Wisconsin Ave., #090B, Neenah WI 54956

- Georgia Bailey on the Neenah News

Homicide trial underway in death of Fox Crossing man
Neenah News

Jury selection was set to begin today for a 
defendant accused of the November 2022 
killing of a 31-year-old Fox Crossing man.

Eric Rogers, 54, of Appleton is on trial 
before Judge Carrie Schneider in Outag-
amie County Circuit Court on a charge 
of first-degree intentional homicide, rob-
bery with use of force, take vehicle with-
out consent with use of force, and a mis-
demeanor bail jumping charge. All the 
counts include a sentence modifier as a 
repeater.

Police found Erik Hudson dead with gun-
shot wounds in a “known drug house” on 

Summer Street in Appleton, according to 
the criminal complaint. Shell casings from a 
9mm handgun were lo-
cated near his body.

Rogers resided at the 
home and his vehicle 
was in the driveway but 
he was not there when 
police arrived and dis-
covered Hudson’s body. 
The vehicle Hudson 
drove to the home, 
which he had borrowed 
from an acquaintance that day “to meet 
some friends,” was missing from the resi-

dence. 
One witness told police that Hudson 

would regularly carry about $2,500 cash, 
drugs and a 9mm handgun. After the kill-
ing, Rogers reportedly drove the car Hud-
son arrived in to an apartment in Green 
Bay where a witness said he was in posses-
sion of a gun, cocaine, methamphetamine 
and more than $1,000 in cash. 

Documents say Rogers went to a casino, 
stayed in a motel for a night and then at 
a homeless shelter, where he was arrested 
five days after the killing. 

During an interview with police, Rogers 
denied killing Hudson or driving the ve-

hicle. Crime lab results indicated Rogers’ 
DNA was found on the key and steering 
wheel, which was corroborated by video 
evidence of Rogers driving it shortly after 
Hudson was believed to have been killed. 

Rogers has four previous convictions 
for knowingly violating a domestic abuse 
order and two for misdemeanor bail 
jumping. One week before the homicide 
he was charged with possession of cocaine 
and drug paraphernalia. 

The jury trial is scheduled to continue 
through Thursday. If convicted, the homi-
cide charge carries a mandatory term of 
life in prison.

Rogers

Former youth pastor sentenced in sex assault case
By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

Jordan R. Huffman will be in prison until 
he is 78 years old after being sentenced last 
Friday in Winnebago County court where 
he said, “I’m the author of this tragedy.”

Huffman, 52, plead guilty to child entice-
ment with sexual contact and felony bail 
jumping in November after the most seri-
ous offense of first-degree sexual assault of 
a child was dismissed but read in for sen-
tencing purposes.

He was sentenced to six years in prison 
followed by six years of extended supervi-
sion that will run concurrently with the bail 
jumping sentence of two years in prison 
and two years of extended supervision by 
Winnebago County Branch 6 Judge Daniel 
Bissett.

Huffman is currently serving a 20-year 
sentence for repeated sexual assault of a 
child in Portage County. His Winneba-
go sentence will run consecutively to that 

charge and Huffman would be released in 
2049.

The criminal complaint in this case ex-
plained a 12-year-old victim told police he 
had been kidnapped and taken to a hotel 
where he was sexually assaulted. The victim 
called police and gave them their location. 
Police then made a traffic stop and Huff-
man was taken into custody.

At the time, Huffman was out on bond 
living in Oshkosh when he picked up the 
victim from Appleton and drove him to a 
hotel in Fox Crossing.

Huffman’s attorney Andrea Winder 
noted that Huffman was taking the victim 
home when he was pulled over by police. 
She also said that Huffman was intoxicated 
and didn’t want to pick up the child but the 
victim repeatedly asked to be picked up.

During the sentencing hearing both as-
sistant district attorney Tracy Ann Paider 
and Winder pointed out flaws in the crimi-
nal complaint. Paider explained the victim 

initially told authorities Huffman knew the 
victim’s location from a feature on Snap-
chat, but a subsequent investigation by Fox 
Crossing police found the victim told Huff-
man the address and gave a phone number.

This subsequent investigation also found 
that the victim was using a dating app that 
showed their age as 19. The victim, 12 at 
the time, did tell Huffman he was 15, which 
both Paider and Winder said Huffman 
should have stopped the interaction at that 
point.

Winder said there was a joint recommen-
dation with the state to sentence Huffman 
to three years in prison to run consecutive-
ly with the Portage County sentence and 
have Huffman released when he was 75 
and then on extended supervision for the 
rest of his life.

Bissett said it is not the court’s role to 
factor in if a defendant will die in prison for 
sentencing purposes. He weighed the seri-
ousness of the offense, the character of the 

defendant and the need to protect society.
“My actions were evil,” Huffman said 

during his sentencing hearing. He told the 
court he had been drinking a lot when he 
was out on bond for his Portage County 
case. He said he was in AA and was taking 
steps to deal with his attraction to teenag-
ers.

Huffman said he has an “attraction to a 
category of people I shouldn’t.” 

He said he takes full responsibility for his 
actions but said he didn’t have the answers 
for why he did what he did with the victim.

“I’m an unhealthy person,” Huffman said. 
He apologized to the victim, their family 
and his own family.

He said since being incarcerated he has 
been actively seeking help. 

Before delivering his sentence, Bissett ex-
plained he believed Huffman was remorse-
ful for his actions but also stressed the need 
to protect the public, saying, “(It’s import-
ant to) make sure children are protected.” 
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Defective drawings alleged in apartment project delay
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Completion of The Brin apartments 
in downtown Menasha is more than six 
months behind schedule and a lawsuit al-
leges the delay is because of serious safety 
concerns in design that needed to be cor-
rected before construction could move 
forward.

CR Structures is constructing a build-
ing at 1 Main St. with 8,800 square feet of 
commercial space on the lower level, 43 
one- and two-bedroom apartments on the 
upper levels, and 43 underground parking 
spaces. 

The $11 million development was ex-
pected to be completed this past October 
but construction has continued through 
the winter.

CR Structures of Appleton filed a law-
suit in July against Vision Architecture of 
Neenah, Triumph Engineers of Appleton 
and ABC Insurance Co., alleging more 
than $4.9 million in damages caused by 
defective drawings that delayed construc-
tion.  

The 90-year-old Brin theater building at 
Tayco and Main was being used for retail 
and apartments in 2018 when it was de-
stroyed by a fire caused by electrical issues. 
The city subsequently purchased it for $1 
and funded asbestos abatement and dem-
olition. 

Menasha sold the cleared site to CR 
Structures for $1 in 2021 for redevelop-
ment and agreed to provide 20% of the 
project’s value in tax incremental financ-
ing. 

CR Structures alleges that it contracted 
with Vision for architectural services to 
design the Brin and Vision subcontracted 
the structural engineering services to Tri-
umph. Documents say when construction 
began that September it was based on the 
drawings provided by Vision.

The lawsuit notes that after construction 
commenced Triumph requested a peer 
review of the drawings in February 2022 
that revealed safety concerns and a stop 
work request was issued. CR Structures 
then hired the independent architecture 

firm ZS to review the drawings. 
In a letter submitted as an exhibit, ZS 

identified 72 issues with the Brin drawings 
including structural calculations, general 
notes and specifications, schedules, load 
maps, foundation plans, foundation de-
tails, first-floor framing plans, wood fram-
ing plans and framing details. 

According to the lawsuit, several defects 
indicated serious safety concerns regard-
ing the integrity of the Brin’s foundation 
and structure. ZS concluded “that there 
is significant cause for concern in the doc-
uments reviewed. The building requires 
(a) significant amount of redesign to the 
structure to be considered safe and will 
perform in (a) manner that will not lead 
to problems in the future.” 

Architects and engineers are required 
to be licensed by the state Department of 
Safety and Professional Services (DSPS). 
ZS issued remedial drawings that were 
approved by DSPS on June 28, 2022, and 
construction commenced. 

CR Structures alleges the safety con-
cerns presented in the drawings delayed 
the Brin’s completion date resulting in the 

loss of anticipated commercial and resi-
dential rent revenue. Further, documents 
say the delay impacted CR Structure’s cost 
to finance the project and caused its com-
mercial construction loan to skyrocket. 

CR Structures claims the new design re-
quired additional and different materials 
that with supply-chain issues and inflation 
were more costly when ordered instead of 
if ordered under the original drawings.

Documents say CR Structures funded 
the remediation design and construction 
including safety reviews, a new design 
and accompanying remedial drawings, 
increased storage, hauling and adminis-
trative fees, and costs for modifying the 
electrical roofing windows and other 
openings.

CR Structures is asking for a judgment 
against the defendants and an award of 
compensatory and punitive damages in an 
unspecified amount. 

Vision’s website includes a digital ren-
dering of the Brin. In its response, Vision 
alleges that it subcontracted with Larson 
Engineering to provide structural engi-
neering services and only subcontracted 
to Triumph after CR Structures “demand-
ed and required that Vision hire Triumph 
to perform structural engineering services 
for the project.” 

Vision wrote that it sent CR Structures 
a termination letter dated Oct. 21, 2021, 
and denied that it provided defective 
drawings. Vision’s attorney declined to 
comment on the pending litigation but 
said the firm disputes the allegations.

Triumph is listed online as permanently 
closed. Neenah News is not naming Tri-
umph’s owner because she is not express-
ly named in the lawsuit. An online profile 
for the owner indicates she was previously 
employed at Larson Engineering and Ex-
cel Engineering. In December she regis-
tered a new Appleton structural engineer-
ing business with the state Department of 
Financial Institutions. Triumph’s attorney 
did not respond to a request for comment.

CR Structures executive vice president 
and co-owner Kip Golden declined to 
comment on the lawsuit. CR Structures 
also completed the $9 million Banta Lofts 
apartments on Doty Island inside the 
former Banta Corp. building on Ahnaip 
Street. 

The Brin building is expected to be 
complete and ready for occupancy by 
early April. Apartments and commercial 
space are currently being pre-leased with 
details at thebrinmenasha.com.

Neenah News

Construction of The Brin apartments in downtown Menasha is expected to wrap up by early April 
after more than six months of delays that a lawsuit alleges were due to defective design plans. 

Photo by David Hall

An aerial view of The Brin apartments neighborhood in Menasha.
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bridgewoodweddings.com 
(920) 720-8000

bellajacobson@bwneenah.com

In -house catering

Dedicated Sales 
Manager

95 guest rooms on-
site!

Conveniently 
located off interstate 
41 in the heart of the 
Valley

Redeem this coupon after your tour 
for a FREE bottle of wine & a $50.00 

coupon to Batley's Grill & Bar! 

Schedule your tour today by calling 
(920)967-4350 x5036 or email: 
bellajacobson@bwneenah.com

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 
EXPIRES 05.30.24
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Check Your hearing

Your preferred providers in Neenah 

Dr. Melissa DintelmanDr. Lisa Esser

Is it challenging to hear on the 
phone?

Do you miss key words in a 
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about 
your TV volume?

YES   NO
Do others seem to mumble or 
speak too softly?

Do you frequently say, “Huh?” 
or “What?”

Has it been tough to follow 
conversations on video chats?

YES   NO

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

 Neenah • 1148 Westowne Drive
Conveniently located off Winneconne Ave.

Additonal locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

If you or a loved one answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, it could mean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.  

Call us to schedule an evaluation today.

    

School board candidates share views in primary forum
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A forum for the Neenah Joint School 
District Board of Education held by the 
League of Women Voters of Winneba-
go County last week gave candidates a 
chance to share their views on some of the 
issues of the campaign season. 

Eight candidates are vying for three 
seats. Voters will choose the top six can-
didates in Tuesday’s primary that will ad-
vance to the April 2 election.

They include incumbents Brian Epley 
and Kristian Sahr, and Tom Hanby who 
was previously on the board but failed to 
secure a seat in last year’s election. They are 
joined by Susan Garcia Franz, Chari Long, 
Jeb Pfeifle, Roxanne Schwandt-Knutson 
and Alex Corrigan. 

Seven candidates answered questions 
during the event, with Sahr unable to at-
tend. Neenah News included portions of 
each candidate’s response to the questions 
below, which were edited for brevity. 

Are private school vouchers good or 
bad for public schools? If the district 
would have gotten these funds, what 
should they have been used for?

Hanby: “It certainly seems to be coun-
terintuitive to be taking money away from 
public schools when we are continuing to 
push more growth and more rigor to our 
staff and our students to basically contin-
ue to do more with less resources, is not 
ideally the way in which we operate it.”

Long: “This is an issue close to my 
heart as I started homeschooling my son 
because the system failed to bring him to 
reading proficiency in second grade and 
they didn’t seem concerned about his 
reading so what we’re looking at is an ex-

odus of students from the public school 
system.”

Pfeifle: “We shouldn’t be necessarily 
trying to freeze the competition out; we 
should be trying to understand why it’s 
so successful and how we can outcompete 
and make sure that we are creating the 
most desirable solutions for our students 
and families and teachers.”

Schwandt-Knutson: “But especially 
with special ed, there are a lot of resources 
that we could be using, a lot of tools we 
could be using with them. So I would al-
locate some money, some funds towards 
them if there were those kinds of funds 
coming back into the school.”

Corrigan: “There’s kind of a bait-and-
switch that’s going on about the program, 
particularly around special education. Pri-
vate schools say we can do better, we’re 

smaller, we have smaller classroom sizes, 
send your kid here. Then they get a 90% 
reimbursement from the state to cover the 
special ed costs. Our school district has a 
30% reimbursement rate.”

Epley: “I would say that vouchers are 
bad for public schools. On the board, 
we hear a lot about transparency and ac-
countability and I believe that taxpayers 
deserve to know where their money is go-
ing. If we’re taking tax dollars and sending 
them into a black hole of private educa-
tion, there’s no accountability at all.”

Garcia Franz: “There’s still an obligation 
of the public schools to cover students 
that do end up going to private schools 
that end up with special learning disabil-
ities, and struggle in that private school, 
there’s still an obligation of public school 
to make sure that child gets educated. So 
there’s still an obligation, and yet the mon-
ey has gone elsewhere.”

Who makes the decision to remove 
a book from a school library or class-
room and what criteria should be used?

Long: “I don’t feel like there’s a clear 
path for how the decisions or how the 
school library’s collection is made. I think 
we could clear that up a little bit; have a 
collection analysis of this generation and 
a purchase recommendation, then it goes 
on to the administrative approval and pur-
chase and addition to the collection.”

Pfeifle: “Ultimately, how that is deter-
mined should be dictated by the policy 
of the school board and carried out by 
the district administration. Whatever it is, 
that policy should be crafted with input 
from teachers and the community.”

Schwandt-Knutson: “If they’re pitching 
to bring in a book that’s controversial, I 
would just hope that it would be age ap-

propriate. Administration review for the 
book and approval would be a good thing 
to do.”

Corrigan: “I think that the existing pol-
icies, where community members can 
challenge a book if they’re interested in 
doing so, it exists. I personally am not a 
fan of challenging books.”

Epley: “Reading books is good. I think 
knowledge is good. I trust our librarians. 
We have a hard enough time getting kids 
to read, not only teaching them to read, 
but also keeping them off their phones 
and engaged in learning. Reading is a 
life skill and something to continue with 
throughout their lives.”

Garcia Franz: “Having a policy that ex-
ists, and then having a way for the public 
to put out a challenge if they are question-
ing the policy or questioning the specifics 
within the policy, such as a specific book 
that’s been brought into the district, and 
they want to question it. It is the most 
important part of our strong democratic 
processes in which having input from the 
community is important.”

Hanby: “I see, essentially, every book in 
our library could potentially be objection-
able to somebody. Then of course, it’s a de-
mocracy. So because it’s objectionable to 
one family doesn’t mean everybody else is 
denied access to it.”

How will you deal with the issue of 
retaining good teachers in the district?

Pfeifle: “I have talked to some teachers 
and I think that they, in a lot of cases where 
curriculum is concerned and decisions are 
made, don’t feel like they’re engaged and 
are afraid to speak up for fear of retribu-
tion. So I think making sure that they have 

Neenah News

Candidates for Neenah Joint School District Board of Education take part in a public forum Feb. 8 ahead of Tuesday’s primary vote.

See School board on Page 7
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ACE IS THE PLACE FOR 
EVERYTHING GRILLING

FREE 
ASSEMBLY AND LOCAL DELIVERY 
WHEN YOU SPEND 
MORE THAN $399!

516 N Commercial St ● Neenah, WI 54956 
920-722-1113 ● acehardware.com
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920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $350

Locally Owned & Operated
Neenah, WI

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

3175 Atlas Ave., Oshkosh WI 54904

920-303-9380

info@sheaelectricllc.com

www.sheaelectricllc.com

POWERING EVERYTHING

FROM 6 VOLTS TO

LIGHTNING

To meet your business’s demands, we provide efficient and scalable solutions for all your

commercial, industrial and institutional electrical needs.

Choosing partners and leading manufacturers who are at the forefront of technology and

deliver quality, durability and long-lasting results, is critical to our custom approach.

Connect with Shea Electric & Communications today for a free consultation!

input and feel heard is critical.”
Schwandt-Knutson: “I think that it 

would be important to keep that commu-
nication with the teachers open with the 
administration, so that they don’t ever feel 
that they can’t come to the administration 
with a concern.”

Corrigan: “I looked into it, and apparent-
ly health costs for our teachers have gone 
up 400% in the past two years. We have 
teachers in this district that have a family 
deductible of $12,000. That’s unconsciona-
ble for me. How are we supposed to expect 
our teachers to take care of our kids if they 
can’t take care of their family?”

Epley: “We have tried to retain our 
teachers by maintaining the highest start-
ing salary in the Valley at $46,000. The last 
10 years we’ve provided at least cost-of-
living increases for teachers. And, as Alex 
mentioned, health care has been a chal-
lenge. We had a health care provider for 
one year who dropped out of the market 
entirely.”

Garcia Franz: “That kind of starting salary 
is one that qualifies a lot of people that move 
into our district … for housing assistance 
programs (with) that beginning salary, and 
they’re struggling to meet basic needs, in 
terms of the housing market has increased, 
in terms of looking at paying for their medi-
cal needs, in all the different areas, our fami-
lies and our professionals are stretched.”

Hanby: “It’s the same complaints our 
community has – they don’t feel open, 
and they don’t have open communication, 
and they don’t feel they have a venue to 
appropriately make recommendations or 
requests that they might not, you know, 
receive retaliation for. So somehow, as a 
group, we need to bridge that gap.”

Long: “They want to feel supported by 
the school board, by the parents, by the 
community. If the curriculum changes in 
a manner where they are more focused 
on meeting children’s emotional needs, 
instead of actually teaching, they’re going 
to have problems, they’re going to be dis-
heartened, and they’re not going to want 
to stay with us. They’re going to move on.”

The school district votes next week 
on whether to close Hoover Elementa-
ry. How would you vote on that issue 
and why? 

Schwandt-Knutson: “I know for sure 
that it will have an effect on kids’ mental 
health. I was very happy with how a lot 
of parents, teachers, and even a princi-
pal came forward to speak at the school 
board, to share their thoughts and their 
feelings with the school board. I think that 
is the most important thing to do so that 
the school board knows how the commu-
nity feels.”

Corrigan: “It’s an impossible deci-
sion and I feel I don’t want to say that it’s 
rushed, because I haven’t been a part of 
the process this entire time, so I don’t want 
to criticize the people who are necessar-
ily involved in the process. But it doesn’t 

feel good to hear parents say (things) like, 
‘These are our repeated concerns. The ad-
ministration believes that this is the plan.’ 
It doesn’t feel like that is actually consider-
ing the parents’ concerns.”

Epley: “At the end of the day, we have 
to be responsible with our financial re-
sponsibility, and try to take into account 
all of the many factors. It’s not just about 
one piece, it’s about this giant puzzle that 
is really complicated. And it’s hard to get 
all that together and do the right thing be-
cause the right thing is really hard to do.”

Garcia Franz: “We’ve talked in the past 
about when you take away neighborhood 
schools, there is an impact to the neigh-
borhood and there is an impact to the 
kids that live in those areas and have to go 
further out, farther away from their areas 
in which they live, and the challenges, es-
pecially in the district, in that part of the 
district. So I want to say that I need more 
answers to the questions I have and look-
ing at the proposal.”

Hanby: “I would vote no to closing 
Hoover School, the same as I voted no to 
closing two elementary schools previous-
ly. There’s just no way to underscore the 
importance of having schools that are in 
proximity to young students’ homes.”

Long: “They’re really taking away a lo-
cal school that’s not that expensive. I don’t 
have enough information. There’s no rea-
son that I can see that this school is being 
closed and that these families are going to 
be, maybe, irreparably displaced.”

Pfeifle: “This is a huge decision to make 
that impacts a lot of families, students, 
parents, teachers, administration. I know 
that the administration has worked hard 
on this but I don’t think they have all the 
answers yet and there’s no reason why we 
can’t push the pause button on this and 
really make sure we understand the impli-
cations.”

School board
from Page 6

Fox Cities Chamber photo

Special honorees
Five longtime leaders in the Fox Valley were recognized for their achievements at the 
Fox Cities Chamber’s recent Celebrate: A Toast to 150 event. Award winners included 
(from left) former Boldt Co. president Bob DeKoch, philanthropist Mary Beth Nien-
haus, Miron president and chief executive Dave Voss, entrepreneur and small business 
owner Maiyoua Thao, and Mike Weller & Associates chief executive Mike Weller.

Cereal box competition set at Horace Mann
Horace Mann Elementary School is 

collecting unopened boxes of cereal to 
compete in a domino challenge March 6 
with other schools of its size in Wiscon-
sin.

Do Good Wisconsin is sponsoring the 
competition and asking for cereal box-

es that will be donated to Vinnie’s Food 
Pantry in Neenah. Schools will record 
the domino building March 6 and submit 
them in time for National Cereal Day on 
March 7. 

Collections will be accepted at the 
school until the domino building event.
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Semaglutide/Tirzepatide for Weight Loss
Available Now at Fox Valley Plastic Surgery

Scan to learn more!

Call (920) 233-1540
Oshkosh 

2400 Witzel Ave, Oshkosh
Appleton

2500 East Capitol Drive #1500

- A weekly shot to lose weight with the     
  coaching and support to keep it off
- Program medically supervised by   
  Board-Certified Plastic Surgeons
- Competitive pricing with options to   
  ship medication to your home
- Additional health benefits such as   
  improving general health and blood work
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Beat those winter blues with some natural tools
By Rob Zimmer
News contributor

After the Christmas season, many of us 
long for the beauty of spring and summer 
and fresh blooms and greenery. With cold, 
snow and cloudy skies, the winter blues 
can settle in quickly.

It’s time to brighten up your home with 
cheerful flowers, foliage plants, silk ar-
rangements, and wildflower and songbird 
art. Several local businesses are ready to 
help you beat those winter blues.

What better way to brighten your home 
than a selection of bundled tulips in all of 
the colors of the rainbow. Seven Thymes, 
Flowers & Other Lovely Thing in Neenah 
offers a tulip bundle subscription to last 
throughout the winter season. Or simply 
stop in and choose from a selection of cut 
flowers, arrangements and green plants. 

“Tulips bring sunshine indoors and 
we’d like to share a little sunshine with 
you,” owner Joelle Miller said. 

In addition to tulips and cut flower 
blooms, Seven Thymes continues to add 
new spring products daily including a lineup 
of strawberry-themed gift ideas and books.

The theme of thinking spring continues at 
Cedar Ridge Crafts and Gifts, where owner 
Barbara Ann Elmer has assembled a talented 
array of crafters and artisans who offer their 
unique and locally made gifts and art.

Visit the store and enjoy strolling among 
colorful artwork in glass, silk, wood, fab-

ric, as well as nature and garden-themed 
books, photographs and puzzles.

If houseplants and indoor gardening are 
your thing, there’s no better place to shop 
than Watter Farms. 

Owner Brian Hans travels the world, 
literally, to find the best and most unique, 

hard-to-find house plants to meet the de-
mand of the tropical plant crowd. 

At Watters, you’ll find plants you won’t 
find anywhere else in the area, including 
rare and hard-to-find philodendrons, 
hoyas, succulents and so much more. 

Hans is proud of his selection and his 

knowledgeable staff who are always will-
ing to answer questions and give advice on 
growing some of the most unique house 
plants you’ll see anywhere.

Let these and other small businesses 
throughout the Neenah area help you beat 
the winter blues and get ready for spring.

Photos by Rob Zimmer

Tulips and other colorful house plants can add some fresh colors to a drab winter.

Fox Valley Technical College has an-
nounced its winter 2023 graduates, in-
cluding these students from Neenah:

Tamara Bontorno, Interior Design

Tamara Bontorno, Interior Design – 
Kitchen and Bath Design

Holy Brecheen, Business Management
Cole Burdick, Supply Chain Manage-

ment
Mitchell Bushman, IT – Network Sys-

tems Administration
Thuyvi Ceelen, Nursing – associate de-

gree
Cody Deisenroth, Supply Chain Man-

agement
Leopoldo Estrada, Nursing – associate 

degree
Michael Haidlinger, Nursing – associate 

degree
Michelle Hanneman, Nursing – associ-

ate degree
Brittany Hildebrand, Interior Design
Sarah Hlavacek, Practical Nursing
Paul Hodkiewicz, Accounting
Isaac Issa, Accounting
Ross Kleinmann, IT – Cybersecurity 

specialist
Samuel Knott, Mechanical Design 

Technology
Lily Kocha, Greenhouse Operations
Lily Kocha, Landscape Horticulture
Benjamin Makowski, Residential Build-

ing Construction
Jeremy Mansfield, Electricity
Mar’kilya Mcclain, Medical assistant
Michele McNeely, Health Information 

Technology
Andie Moore, Occupational Therapy 

assistant
Johnathon Pagel, Criminal Justice Studies
Ashlee Pairolero, Criminal Justice Stud-

ies

Kyra Petermann, Web Design
Charlie Pitzen, Practical Nursing
Arin Pitzrick, Legal Studies/Paralegal
Damian Pollock, Wildland Fire Crew
Damian Pollock, Wildland Firefighter
Benjamin Prasko, IT – Information Sys-

tems Security specialist
Joseph Pulda, Criminal Justice Studies
Josh Rankin, IT – Software Developer
Jessica Roberson, Accounting
Jessica Roberson, Accounting assistant
Erica Sewall, Nursing – associate degree
Robin Staffeldt, Early Childhood Edu-

cation
Eric Steif, Mechanical Design Technol-

ogy
Xavier Stone, Industrial Welding Tech-

nology
Jacob Thibodeau, Greenhouse Opera-

tions
Jacob Thibodeau, Horticulture/Land-

scape specialist
Jacob Thibodeau, Landscape Horticul-

ture
Jack Vande Walle, Electrical Engineer-

ing Technology
Yiling Vang, Baking and Pastry Produc-

tion
Kathryn Wagner, Nursing – associate 

degree
Courtney Wendt, Medical Coding spe-

cialist
Brianna Yang, Culinary Arts
Pahoua Yang, Human Resources

Fox Valley Technical College graduates
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165 N. Park Avenue, Neenah
920-751-4658

@bmmglass • bmmglass.com

2024 
FOX VALLEY AREA 

HIGH SCHOOL
GLASS EXHIBITION

FEBRUARY 23–
APRIL 14, 2024

Equity.
Diversity.
Inclusion.

Art After Dark: 
Women’s History 
Month
March 21, 2024 
 6–8:30pm

The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum 
of Glass is pleased to exhibit 
glass art made by area high 

school students. After creating 
glass art in our Glass Studio or 

high school classroom, students 
have the opportunity to share 

their work in this public setting.

The 2024 Fox Valley Area High 
School Glass Exhibition and 
Glass Experience Days are 

supported in part by the Lilian 
Noble Memorial Fund.

OPENING AND 
AWARDS PRESENTATION

FEBRUARY 22, 6–8PM
ADMISSION FREE

Chamber celebrating 150-year anniversary
The Fox Cities Chamber has kicked off 

its 150-year anniversary with plans to cel-
ebrate all year with members and the busi-
ness community.  

“While a lot has changed in that time, 
I’m proud to say the mission of the Cham-
ber has not,” stated Becky Bartoszek, pres-
ident and chief executive. “Our original 
1874 charter outlines a focus of uniting 
the business community for greater eco-
nomic impact, and that’s still a mission we 
share today.”

In August 1874, a group of Appleton 
business leaders met at the Waverly House 
to seriously consider an official Chamber 

for the city. They made it a reality the next 
month, organizing the Appleton Chamber 
of Commerce. A.L. Smith, mayor of the 
city and founder of First National Bank, 
was board president. 

The Menasha Chamber was formed 
around 1919 and the Neenah Chamber in 
1940. In 1946, the directors of the Neenah 
Chamber invited Menasha businesses to 
join with them and reincorporated into the 
Neenah-Menasha Chamber of Commerce. 

The Appleton and Neenah-Menasha 
organizations consolidated in 1976 to 
become the Fox Cities Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, creating a broader 

geographical service base and range of 
business interests.  

Over the years the Chamber has played 
a role in key developments such as State 
441, the Fox Cities Expo Center, con-
struction of the Oneida Street bridge, 
Outagamie County Airport and other avi-
ation developments.

A formal presentation on the Fox Cities 
Chamber history is scheduled for Sept. 11 
as part of the Appleton Historical Soci-
ety’s Presentation Series. Chamber mem-
bers with their own milestone anniversa-
ries in 2024 are invited to share them with 
the Chamber. 

YMCA continues Hawks film series
The Neenah-Menasha YMCA is con-

tinuing its Hollywood Master Director 
Film Series featuring the work of for-
mer Neenah resident Howard Hawks 
with three more of his iconic films being 
screened.

The series begins at 1 p.m. Wednesday 
with “Scarface” (1932), followed by “Ser-
geant York” (1941) on March 20 and “Rio 
Bravo” (1959) April 17.

Hawks was a major film director, pro-
ducer and screenwriter of the classic Hol-
lywood era during the 1930s-1950s. He 
was nominated for the Academy Award 
for Best Director for “Sergeant York” and 
earned its Honorary Academy Award in 
1974. He was the first-born child of Frank 
Winchester Hawks, a wealthy paper man-
ufacturer, and his wife, Helen Howard 
Hawks, daughter of a wealthy industrialist 
from Neenah. 

“Scarface” was the first Hollywood 
gangster film and was co-produced by 
Hawks and aviator and industrial tycoon 
Howard Hughes. The screenplay was writ-
ten by Racine native Ben Hecht, a former 
Chicago newspaper crime reporter, who 
became Hollywood’s most prolific and 
highest paid screenwriter. The story is in-
spired by the life and career of Al Capone 
and with lead actor Paul Muni, who plays 
Italian immigrant and murderer Tony 
Camonte. Public censors banned the film 
in several large cities for its then-shocking 
on-screen violence. 

“Sergeant York” presents the life of Al-
vin C. York, the most decorated American 
soldier in World War I. Gary Cooper stars 
as a young farmer in the Tennessee hills, 
despite his religious convictions against 
killing, is drafted into the Army. Cooper 
earned the Academy Award as Best Ac-
tor for his performance, while the film 
received another award for Best Film Ed-
iting. 

“Rio Bravo” pits an aging but rugged 

Texan sheriff, played by John Wayne, 
against the leader of a powerful ranch fam-
ily whose brother is arrested for murder 
and held in the town jail. The sheriff is aid-
ed by only a lame old man, Walter Bren-
nan, a staggering drunk, Dean Martin, and 
a young gunfighter, Ricky Nelson. 

Admission to the screenings is free. 
There will be popcorn and complementa-
ry pizza provided by Sammy’s Pizza.   

“Sergeant York” will be one of the Howard 
Hawk films that will be screened by the 
Neenah-Menasha YMCA.

 

Friday, Feb. 16
King’s Conquest, 6:30 p.m., Faith 

Global Methodist, 1025 Tullar Road
The Bankrupt Comedy Tour, 9 p.m., 

Cranky Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Saturday, Feb. 17
Great Backyard Bird Count, 9 a.m., 

Kimberly Point & Wilderness Park
Coffee & Coaching with Gemma Don-

alson, 9 a.m., The Plaza & Globe Coffee
Morgan Piontek and Mother Tree, 9 

p.m., Cranky Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Sunday, Feb. 18
Sunday Concert Series: Crystal Riv-

er Trio, 2 p.m., Neenah Public Library
American Legion Auxiliary Pres-

idents’ Day Pie Social fundraiser, 1 
p.m., The Dome, 1338 Commercial St.

Tuesday, Feb. 20
Winnebago Audubon field trip, 9 

a.m., Kimberly Point and Wilderness 
Park, Neenah

Wednesday, Feb. 21
Howard Hawks film series: “Scar-

face” (1932), 1 p.m., Neenah-Menasha 
YMCA

Friday, Feb. 23
Short Pay Riders, Tom Thiel Trio 

and Eric Krueger & The Sheesh, 9 p.m., 
Cranky Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Saturday, March 2
Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Thursday, March 7
A German Bohemian Immigration, 

6:30 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Saturday, March 9
Jim Hart Scholarship Fund Concert, 

7 p.m., The Ballroom at the Reserve, 
116 S. Commercial St.

Wednesday, March 13
Katie Reed from Fox-Wolf Water-

shed Alliance: Phosphorus in Our 
Waterways, 6:30 p.m., Neenah Public 
Library

Calendar 
of events

920-410-7939
JUSTINCOXPLUMBING.COM

PLUMBING ON THE ROCKS?
CALL J. COX!

PyramidFoodsInc

Burgers 
1/4, 1/3, or 1/2 lb Patties

Precooked 
Brats 
2 lb or 10 lb 
Packs

1060 Breezewood Ln, Ste 101
Neenah, WI

Wed 9-4
Thur-Sat 9-12

920.886.9969

Assisi Homes of Neenah
Independent Living Community

• Affordable housing for Seniors Age 62+

• One bedroom apartments include heat and water

• Many activities and wellness programs offered

• Income restrictions apply

• Smoke free facility

Phone: 920-729-1771
Fax: 920-729-1797
TTY: 800-924-1973

210 Byrd Avenue, Neenah
Professionally Managed by Mercy Housing

0
5
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With decades of advocacy handling complex and

hard-to-win cases, Attorney George Curtis will fight

for you. You have a right to be heard.

3475 Omro Road, Suite 200
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54904

920-233-1010
www.apexaccidents.com

We take TOUGH cases.

Fox Crossing Police Department photo

Safety gear donation
Fox Crossing Police Department members display the donated Safeguard parkas, 
bomber jackets and gloves from J. J. Keller & Associates that will give the officers better 
visibility and protection this winter out on the roads.

Create a local Sunday 
drive to take in area sights
By Michelle Dunning
Future Neenah

Get in your car and drive! 
When I was a child, my parents would 

put us in our pajamas on a Sunday, get 
an ice cream cone for the road (thanks 
to Jumbo’s and Evelyn’s Drive-ins in 
Kewaunee) to take a 
cruise around town 
and see what was 
new or just put us to 
sleep, I’m not sure 
which. 

I don’t know if 
people take Sun-
day drives anymore but let’s revisit that 
tradition right here in Neenah, not Mario 
Andretti style but rather think grandpa in 
his ’85 Olds. 

Here are some suggested places for 
your route:  

• Traditions are not meant to be messed 
with so before you go anywhere grab a cone 
in the drive-through at Tom’s Drive In. 

• Let’s start with ThedaCare’s new 
hospital expansion on Doty Island. It’s a 
first-class facility our community can be 
truly proud of. 

• When on Doty Island, drive past the 
historic homes along Forest Avenue. 

• Take the Oak Street bridge off the 
Island, turn left and drive past the historic 
homes on East Wisconsin Avenue. While 
on the bridge, check out the library on 
your right. Fun fact – did you know the 
building represents an open book with 

the spine at the corner facing the bridge?
• Turn off East Wisconsin Avenue and 

drive through Riverside Park – there’s a 
road through the park for that purpose.

• Admire the scenic beauty of Lake 
Winnebago as you coast down Lakeshore 
Avenue. 

• While in the central city, drive past 
the Octagon House, it’s literally an 
eight-sided house and home to the Neen-
ah Historical Society. 

• Take a deep dive into the small neigh-
borhoods and explore the side streets. 
So many people decorate for Halloween 
and Christmas now and several neighbor-
hoods even do holiday luminaries. I may 
have even discovered the new paint color 
for my home siding driving through a 
neighborhood recently. 

• Take a turn off the beaten path 
through the Industrial Park – you’ll see 
places you may not have even known 
were in Neenah such as Horseshoe Bev-
erage Company, the Amcor innovation 
Center, Alta Resources Fulfillment Cen-
ter or Plexus Neenah Operations Center.

• What Sunday drive route would be 
complete without a spin around a few 
roundabouts? (that’s Neenah humor for 
you).

If you see me or another Neenah friend 
on your drive, slow down, roll down 
your window and wave or honk. It’s the 
neighborly thing to do and certainly what 
Future Neenah Maintenance Man Mike 
would do. (When you know, you know!)  

Future Neenah honors top contributors
Future Neenah recently recognized in-

dividuals and businesses that, through 
partnerships, made serving as Neenah’s 
quality-of-life organization a success in 
2023. 

Plexus Corp. was recognized as Future 
Neenah Champion for its dedication and 
contributions to promoting the econom-
ic and cultural vitality of Neenah. They 
stepped up when Future Neenah was in 
search of a destination to host its first gala 
event to celebrate its 40th anniversary, of-
fering its Neenah design center site along 
with staff, security and support. 

Sunset Hill Stoneware was recognized 
with the Neenah With Pride Award for 
celebrating 25 years of excellence, com-
munity engagement and showing home-
town pride. The family business designs 
custom stoneware including hand-crafted 
coffee mugs and beer steins. 

The city of Neenah was named Civic 

Partner of the Year. Future Neenah and 
the city worked together to accomplish 
Neenah’s first DORA (designated outdoor 
refreshment area) in conjunction with 
two summer street concerts. They also 
brought fireworks to the final concert of 
the summer celebrating the city’s 150th 
and Future Neenah’s 40th anniversary.

Downtown Business of the Year went to 
Grainworks Old + New: Local Bourbon 
Market, which moved into the district in 
2022. They participate in all downtown 
community events and activities and host 
special events of their own.

The Volunteer of the Year Award went to 
Santiago Sanchez for sharing his time and 
talents providing photography for many 
special events and concert series. He was 
also one of the social media ambassadors 
for the inaugural year of a Future Neen-
ah program to capture the community in 
photos. 

County loan administrator named
Neenah News

The Greater Oshkosh Economic Devel-
opment Corp. (EDC) has announced it 
will administrate the Winnebago County 
Revolving Loan Fund, an initiative sup-
porting area businesses.

The program activates $2.7 million in un-
derutilized economic development funds 
for Winnebago County businesses, stream-
lining the application process and eliminat-
ing the requirement for municipalities to 
secure the loans. The program will match 
up to $1 for every $1 of traditional capital 
investment sources, within a funding range 
of between $25,000 and $250,000.

“We are excited to see these economic 
development funds in action, paving the 
way for important community projects 
and boosting growth and prosperity all 
around Winnebago County,” stated Tricia 
Rathermel, Greater Oshkosh EDC presi-

dent and chief executive.
The Winnebago County Revolving 

Loan Fund supports activities and proj-
ects including acquisition of land and 
buildings, inventory, site preparation, 
construction, rehabilitation, fixed equip-
ment installation, clearance or demoli-
tion, working capital, research and devel-
opment, intellectual property, employee 
training, marketing for new products, em-
ployee recruitment and interest rate buy-
down with private lenders. 

“Given my confidence in Greater Os-
hkosh’s management of the Winnebago 
County Revolving Loan Program, I’m 
optimistic about the opportunities it will 
create for businesses and residents across 
our county” stated County Executive Jon 
Doemel.

Interested parties can learn more at 
greateroshkosh.com/funding-and-capital.

Lead testing recommended for all children
The Wisconsin Department of Health 

Services (DHS) recommends universal 
blood lead testing for children living in 
Wisconsin, which involves testing at ages 
1 and 2 as well as any child between ages 
3 and 5 who has not had a previous test. 

Childhood lead poisoning remains a 
serious public health threat, despite signif-
icant progress in recent decades. Lead, a 
toxic metal, can cause irreversible damage 
to a child’s developing brain, affecting their 
learning, behavior and future potential. 

A simple blood test can detect lead ex-

posure early, allowing parents and health 
care providers to take steps to protect a 
child’s health such as finding and remov-
ing lead hazards, providing a diet high in 
iron and calcium and connecting the child 
to early educational services.

Visit CDC’s Recommended Actions 
Based on Blood Lead Level page found at 
cdc.gov for additional information on fol-
low-up and case management of children.

Get more information about pediatric lead 
testing and the DHS universal blood lead test-
ing recommendation at dhs.wisconsin.gov.
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YOUR TRUSTED MARINE 
CONTRACTOR SINCE 1965!

Now taking orders for 2024 and 
pre-orders for the 2025 season.

Call us today to discuss your project 
with one of our experts!

Office: 920-582-4114 
ask for Micah or Jim

Enjoy the entire season on the water next year!

Specializing in seasonal and 
permanent docks and lifts. 

Install & Removal Service. 
Experts in Shoreline Restoration projects – 

Seawalls and Rip Rap.

treatment. She rang it with such force that 
the bell broke. 

“I am so beyond grateful for this part of 
my journey to finally be done,” she wrote 
on social media at the time. “Six months of 
chemotherapy was definitely harder than I 
ever could have imagined but I sure gave it 
my all and persevered.” 

A month later, Swanson was scheduled 
to have a double mastectomy. The day be-
fore surgery she woke up with a scratchy 
throat and tested positive for COVID. Her 
surgery was rescheduled and took place 
three weeks later Jan. 17.

Swanson had a follow-up surgical pro-
cedure Jan. 29 and when she woke up she 
immediately knew something was wrong. 
After a week of excruciating pain she end-
ed up in the emergency room last week 
where she was diagnosed with a rare bac-
terial infection that she’s currently being 
treated for.

“It’s been a really long road,” she said.
But there is light at the end of the tun-

nel. Pathology reports that recently came 
back show the cancer is gone. The doctors 
call it “complete pathological response.” 

Due to Swanson carrying the BRCA1 
gene, the cancer has an elevated probabili-
ty of returning. She’ll continue having reg-
ular exams with her oncologist and breast 
specialist. She’ll also need three more sur-
geries. 

“It’s important for me to stay here and 
be here for my kids,” she said.

Swanson and husband Kenny were mar-
ried in 2018 and have two children, Grady, 
who is 1, and Summer, who turns 3 next 
month. Swanson previously operated an 
online clothing business and worked from 

home for a nonprofit organization. Most 
recently, she is a stay-at-home mother. 

Swanson hasn’t been able to pick up and 
carry her children for weeks due to medi-
cal restrictions.

“I’ve always said that whatever some-
body throws at me, I get through it,” she 
said. “But it’s been really hard not being 
able to be there at 100% capacity for my 
kids.”

Cancer may have taken many things 
from Swanson, but it can’t take away the 
army of support lifting her up. Her friends 
and family have organized a benefit open 
to the public to raise funds for the family. 

The Stronger Together benefit is from 1 
to 6 p.m. Feb. 24 at Old 41 Saloon at 293 
S. Green Bay Road. It will include basket 
raffles, a 50/50 drawing, paddlewheel, a 
gun raffle and 10 liners. 

Lauren Moran, who is one of the benefit 
organizers, has been friends with Swanson 
for 14 years and described her as a ray of 
sunshine.

“She’s funny, she’s bubbly, she’s a tough 

cookie so she’s been taking this all in 
stride, which is great,” Moran said.

Barring any further medical complica-
tions, Swanson plans to be in attendance 
at the benefit, although she noted she 
won’t be able to give hugs due to her sur-
gical recovery.

“I just feel like everything’s always taken 
away from me, like all these good things, 
and so I’m going to try my hardest to be 
there for the whole thing,” she said. 

Donations can also be made at go-
fundme.com/f/help-dana-swanson-beat-
breast-cancer or by Venmo to @Dan-
aS224. The proceeds will alleviate some of 
the family’s financial stressors. 

Swanson said the community’s support 
has been incredible. 

“We just want to say thank you to every 
person out there that helped or touched 
our lives somehow, through all of this,” 
she said.

Swanson is already looking toward the 
future and hopes to use her experience 
battling cancer to provide support and re-
sources to others who have recently been 
diagnosed. 

“Just take it one day at a time,” she said. 
“Try not to overwhelm yourself and try 
not to go down that bad thought process. 
Try to stay positive and lean on those peo-
ple that are there for you and want to be 
there for you.”

This past year has been the worst of 
Swanson’s life, but it’s also changed her 
perspective and encouraged her to live life 
to the fullest. 

“I’m just going to spend every second 
I can with my kids and my family and 
friends and just cherish that time,” she 
said. “You don’t always cherish what you 
have but this definitely wakes you up 
and makes you realize that every second 
counts.”

Cancer survivor
from Page 1

Submitted photo

Dana Swanson recently completed six 
months of intensive chemotherapy.

ing enrollment and a $3.5 million deficit. 
The Jefferson students would be moved 
to Butte des Morts Elementary and staff 
members transferred to other schools with-
in the district. Closing Jefferson is expected 
to save the district about $1 million. 

While Neenah has held several informa-
tional meetings leading up to Tuesday’s 
vote, Menasha’s process only began last 
week. 

Parents in Neenah expressed concerns 
about transportation and busing, student 
safety when walking to school and the dis-
trict’s plan for approving boundary exemp-
tions. 

Parents in Menasha questioned whether 
the plan would result in larger class sizes, a 
decline in educational quality and inquired 
about what would happen to the existing 
building. Neither school district has indi-
cated its plans for the vacant elementary 
buildings once closed.

If the school closures are approved by the 
respective boards, students would transi-
tion beginning in the 2024-25 school year.

School closings
from Page 1

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Have a story idea?

Promotions or
expansion at your
business?

Community or school
program to highlight?

Promote your church services weekly

in the Neenah News every Friday.

2.5” x1”

Ad Space

Listings are 2.5 x 1” units for less than $5.00 per week*

To place a listing call Andrew at 920-508-0119
Neenah News - 124 W Wisconsin Ave.,  Suite 090B, 

Neenah WI 54956 | 920-486-1616

*Listings repeat weekly.

Changes allowed

once per quarter.

Discounted ad programs

will be available for events,

Easter and Christmas

Only $250 prepaid for 52 weeks
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Give the Gift 
of Freedom
with a Golden scooter 
or power lift recliner!

Stop in for a 
free demo today!

2140 American Dr 
Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 257-6060

Bring in the ad for a 
$100 discount

Low Back Pain?Low Back Pain?
If you are one of the millions
who suffer from low back

pain, our experienced doctors
will give you the personalized
servvrvice you’re looking for.

Treatments are custom suited
and may include spinal

adjustments, laser therapy,
and therapeutic exercise.

OSHKOSH OFFICE
2100 Omro Road STE. B

(920) 426-9898

NEENAH OFFICE
1426 S. Commercial St
(920) 725-0800

APPLETON OFFICE
1801 N. Richmond St
(920) 831-4110

www.strongchiropractic.com

Exam and x-ray
for $50 donation to your favorite 

charity or foundation.
Must bring coupon at the time of visit. Expires 2/29/24. 

Limit 1 coupon per NEW PATIENT.

Zephyrs find shooting touch to pull away from Hilbert
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

When a shooter is in a slump or a team 
is struggling offensively, sometimes it’s 
just a matter of seeing the ball go through 
the net that can turn things around. 

It could be finally hitting an in-rhythm 
3-pointer or converting a physical drive to 
the basket that changes the tune. For St. 
Mary Catholic’s Fisher Mackenzie it was 
watching his free throws fall. 

“It definitely helps,” Mackenzie said. “I 
have been in a bit of a slump recently so 
that helped me a lot seeing the ball go in. It 
got me a little bit more confident stepping 
back behind the arc. It just helped me.”

Mackenzie went 7-for-7 from the free-
throw line in the first half and then erupt-
ed for 21 points in the second half – in-
cluding a trio of 3-pointers – to help fuel 
the Zephyrs 81-65 win over Hilbert on 
Tuesday night. 

“Most of the time shooting is a mental 
thing and when you get into a rut, you 

need to see the ball go through the basket 
to feel good about it,” St. Mary Catholic 
head coach Paul Bradshaw said. “When 
we got our pressure going and when we 
were able to run, that’s when we are at our 
best.”

While making free throws gave the of-
fense a boost in the first half – St. Mary 
Catholic was 16-of-17 from the foul line 
as a team – the Zephyrs also used their de-
fense to seize control of the contest. 

St. Mary Catholic, which has won six of 
its last seven games and is tied with How-
ards Grove for first place in the Big East 
North, held Hilbert to just six points over 
the final seven-and-a-half minutes of the 
first half to turn a four-point deficit into a 
38-30 lead at intermission. 

“I was really happy when the defense 
started generating transition. When we 
get into transition, the shots are easier 
and then everybody is feeling better. Then 
you start hitting a few 3’s and that’s what 
really helped us stretch (the lead),” Brad-
shaw said. “Defense has become much 
more important for us during the year 
and we have worked much harder on it. If 
you look at this team compared to the last 
couple of years, we’re better at it and more 
focused on it.”

A layup by Mason Uhlenbrauck start-
ed the Zephyrs’ 18-6 run to end the half, 
while Mackenzie followed with a 3-point-
er and then two free throws. 

Preston Fields added seven points in the 
tide-turning outburst that included a Luke 
Fairweather 3-pointer and capped by two 
free throws from Kieran Barrientos.

“We were really flat at the start. We talk-
ed about it before the game that we had to 
come out hot and didn’t. Just one of those 
nights where we weren’t ready to play,” 
Mackenzie said. “Luckily we were able to 
get a lead in the first half and then came 
out in the second half boosted it up.”

St. Mary Catholic extended the lead to 
double digits early in the second half con-
verting four Hilbert turnovers into eight 
transition points in the first three minutes 

of the half. 
The Wolves didn’t let the Zephyrs pull 

away at that point keeping the margin be-
tween seven and 10 points for most of the 
half. 

Mackenzie drained a 3-pointer to an-
swer a 7-0 run by Hilbert to give the Zeph-
yrs a 51-41 lead with about 10 minutes left 
in the game, while another 3-pointer from 
the senior standout came after the Wolves 
pulled within six points with 7:30 remain-
ing. 

Hilbert would stay within striking dis-
tance for the next few minutes before a 
Uhlenbrauck 3-pointer sparked an 11-4 
run that helped the Zephyrs register a 
more comfortable final margin. 

“The whole night was a little uncom-
fortable for me because we weren’t scor-

ing like I knew we could and we weren’t 
hitting out shots. When we get into that 
situation, you can feel the frustration 
and then guys start thinking about it and 
when guys start thinking about shooting, 
it’s never good,” Bradshaw said. “They 
worked hard, they were moving the ball. I 
thought it was pretty unselfish. It was just 
a matter of getting the shots to fall.” 

Behind Mackenzie’s point total, three 
other Zephyrs reached double figures. 

Braeden Brenn overcame early foul 
trouble in the first half to finish with 15 
points, while Fields had another strong 
performance to finish with 15 points as 
well. 

“Preston is not always the guy that is go-

Neenah News

St. Mary Catholic’s Fisher Mackenzie goes up for a shot between a pair of Hilbert defenders 
Tuesday night.

Neenah News

Mason Uhlenbrauck soars to the hoop for a 
St. Mary Catholic basket on Tuesday night.

See Zephyrs win on Page 15
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SPECTACULAR SAVINGS

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

Tools of the Month

19.99
Master 
Mechanic® 
25 ft. Chrome Plated 
Tape Measure, 2pk.
266195

4.79
Master 
Mechanic® 
6-in-1 Quick-Change 
Screwdriver
R 578 045

9.99
Stanley 
16 in. Essential Tool Box
R 209 709
Tools Not Included

49.99
Master 
Mechanic® 
12V Compact 
Cordless Drill Kit
R 103 702

39.99
Master 
Mechanic® 
29 pc. Titanium 
Nitride Coated
Drill Bit Set
R 159 083

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

Sunday Worship
10:00 AM& 6:00 PM

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, WI

www.applevalleypres.org

Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus,
Sola Fide, Sola Gratia,

Soli Deo Gloria

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Worship Times: Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A]
h

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

To advertise in the  
Worship Directory,  
call 920-385-4512.

Neenah swimmers aim to earn state hardware
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Neenah standout Drew Gaerthofner 
eyes a return to the podium at the WIAA 
Division 1 State Swimming & Diving 
Championships this weekend at the 
Waukesha South Natatorium. 

But the junior certainly wouldn’t mind 
sharing the stage with his teammates. 

Led by individual qualifiers Gaerth-
foner, Tanner Trustem and Kyle Joneson, 
the Rockets be have entrants in seven of 
the 15 events on Saturday and are look-
ing to bring home their share of medals. 

“It’s a lot more fun with the whole team 
there,” said Trustem, a sophomore. “It 
just adds to the experience.” 

Both Gaerthofner and Trustem quali-
fied for state in two individual events last 
season and both will be competing in two 
individual events this season, including 
one where they will both be in the pool 
at the same time.

The duo both qualified in the 100-me-
ter breaststroke for the second straight 
year and will be swimming in the same 
heat on Saturday. Gaerthofner is seeded 
second overall among the 24 qualifiers, 
while Trustem is seeded seventh. 

Gaerthofner – who finished fifth at the 
state meet last year – trails only Abram 
Mueller of Madison West entering the 
state meet. Mueller is the defending state 
champion and state record-holder in the 
event and Gaerthofner hopes to give him 
a run for the top spot on the podium. 

“I really like racing Abram. It will be 
fun,” said Gaerthofner, who won the sec-
tional title in the event last Saturday with 
Trustem taking second. “I just love racing 
and I know what I have to do to fix some 

stuff and then just go out there and have 
fun.”

Trustem also had a shot at the podium 
in the event, which would mean moving 
up into the top six. 

His sectional qualifying time was 
about two-tenths of a second away from 
landing him a top-five seed and he will 
be looking to swim faster than he did last 
Saturday. 

“It will be a good, close race for podi-

um,” Trustem said. “I know the people I 
will mainly be competing against besides 
Drew and Abram and I know It will be 
really close.”

Gaerthofner could also earn some 
hardware in his second event, the 50-yard 
freestyle. He won the sectional title in the 
event last Saturday. 

He is seeded fourth among the state 
qualifiers, but with the top eight quali-
fiers separated by about six-tenths of a 

second, anything can happen on race day.
“My personal best is three-tenths fast-

er than what I am seeded so I obviously 
think I can go faster than I did (at sec-
tionals),” Gaerthofner said. “The 50 is 
just get up and race and I love to race so 
I’m looking forward to it.”

Neenah head coach Carrie Raeth be-
lieves Gaerthofner has the potential to 
return with medals in both events. 

“He just has to do what he’s been do-
ing all year. He loves to race so he will be 
at his best, we know,” Raeth said. “He’s a 
great leader he sets the example in and 
out of the pool as far as work ethic and 
leadership.”

Trustem’s second event will be the 
100-yard freestyle, which he won the sec-
tional title in last weekend. 

Trustem will swim in the second heat 
of the event and his qualifying time is 
about two seconds shy of being in the top 
five. Although he was a little disappointed 
with his sectional time, he knows making 
the podium in the event will be a stretch. 

“It’s one of the most if not the most 
competitive atmospheres I’ve been 
around,” Trustem said. “Already having 
been there will help me substantially 
coming up this weekend.”

The final individual who will be com-
peting for Neenah will be senior diver 
Joneson, who took second at the section-
al meet last week. 

This will be Joneson’s first time com-
peting at the state meet but he does be-
lieve the experience of watching former 
teammate Ryan Foucault at last year’s 
state meet will be a benefit.

Neenah News

Representing Neenah High School at the WIAA Division 1 State Swimming & Diving Cham-
pionships on Saturday at Waukesha South Natatorium are: (front, from left) Braden Louden, 
Drew Gaerthofner, Julian Kuehn, Liam Sieck, Joshua Youngwerth; (back) Gideon Benner, 
Kyle Joneson, Ryker Zarda, Tanner Trustem and Burke Wendell.

See State meet on Page 15

Registration now open for 
baseball, softball, and t-ball. 
Registration ends March 25th.

Suburban Athletics' mission is to provide a healthy environment 
that promotes teamwork, respect, sportsmanship, and leadership 

through a positive competitive environment so that our youth 
will grow into well-adjusted members of the community.

Questions? Contact Us at suburbanathletics@gmail.com

REGISTER AT SUBURBANATHLETICS.COM
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INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

CROISSANTS

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissant

Neenah, WINeenah, WI
www.loveofcroissants.comwww.loveofcroissants.com

instagram@LoveofCroissantsinstagram@LoveofCroissants
Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.comLoveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
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DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

  Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $32/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email 
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Go Green with
Elizabeth Lee Franzen
and get the harmful

chemicals out of your home
with products from Norwex!

Scan to view newest
catalog of home
essentials!

Call or email me for my
personal recommendations:

gogreenwithbeth@yahoo.com
920-279-1233

LOCAL NORWEX ADVISOR

STAIR LIFTS

Indoor/Outdoor Stair Lifts
Mobility Scooters

Free In-Home Estimates!

920-257-6060
2140 American Dr, Neenah
www.allaboutaccess.com

FAMILY OWNED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Siding
without the
Quacks

Seamless Steel Siding
Custom cut at

your location for perfect fit.
No splices -- no dirt, mold,

mildew or moisture

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Shelf Organization
• Lighting Solutions

• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems
• Much More

Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

REAL ESTATE

COLIN
DANIELS

CALL TODAY!

920.574.0619
colin@colindaniels.com

C O L I N D A N I E L S . C O M

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

BRIDGE REALTY
PARTNERS

Broker/Owner, REALTOR®
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Prep sports roundup
WRESTLING

Rockets advance 12  
to sectional meet

Declan Koch and Jacob Herm each won 
regional titles and Neenah advanced 12 
of its 14 wrestlers to the sectional tourna-
ment at last Saturday’s WIAA Division 1 
regional meet at Kaukauna. 

Neenah will be one of 16 teams com-
peting at the Kimberly sectional Saturday, 
with the top two finishers at each weight 
class advancing to the state tournament. 
Neenah’s 12 qualified wrestlers is tied for 
second most in the field with Bay Port and 
Hortonville. Kaukauna and Pulaski each 
qualified 13 wrestlers.

Leading the charge for the Rockets will 
be standouts Koch and Herm. 

Koch (39-2) pinned his first opponent 
at the regional meet and then won a 16-5 
major decision over Hortonville’s Collin 
Schroeder to claim the 138-pound title. 

Herm (40-0) won the 144-pound 
crown, scoring first-period pins in his first 
two matches and then winning by medical 
forfeit over Jack Cleereman of Hortonville 
in the championship match. 

Eli Armatti also reached the title match 
before finishing second at 120 pounds. 

Adding third-place finishes for the 
Rockets were Jaxon Ennis (106), Landen 
Sheppard (132), Kaden Roth (165), 
Jeremy Wiggs-Schmalz (215) and Nate 
Cleveland (285). Rounding out the sec-

tional qualifiers were fourth-place finish-
ers Garret Nedens (113), Logan Tessier 
(126), Jaden Reay (150) and Miguel 
Mora (175).

Neenah finished third in the regional 
team standings with 195.5 points, trailing 
only regional champ Kaukauna (247.5) 
and Hortonville (240).
BOYS BASKETBALL

Corso has huge game  
in win over Polar Bears

Brady Corso scored a career-high 43 
points to lead Neenah to a 92-85 win over 
Hortonville last Friday night. 

Corso hit six 3-pointers and finished 11-
of-13 from the free-throw line in the game. 
He also picked up a team-high five assists 
in the game. 

Charlie Wunderlich added 18 points 
and Luke Jung finished with 16 points for 
the Rockets. 

Neenah led 48-26 at the half and with-
stood a 59-point second half by the Polar 
Bears to collect the win. 

The Rockets ran their winning streak to 
seven games with an 83-30 win over Ap-
pleton West on Tuesday night. 

Nick Schultz and Wunderlich each 
scored 13 points to lead Neenah, which 
has won 11 of its last 12 games to move 
into a tie for second place in the Fox Valley 
Association.

Corso added 12 points and Jung fin-
ished with 11 for the Rockets, who had 12 

players score in the game.

Fields registers triple- 
double in Zephyrs’ win

Preston Fields racked up 19 points, 12 
rebounds and 11 assists to help boost 
St. Mary Catholic to an 84-57 win over 
Reedsville last week. 

Braeden Brenn led the Zephyrs with 
29 points, while Mason Uhlenbrauck 
and Fisher Mackenzie scored 12 and 11 
points, respectively. 

St. Mary Catholic led by just nine points 
at halftime but racked up 47 points in the 
second half to pull away.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Rockets drop showdown 
with Hortonville

The FVA-leading Polar Bears pulled 
away in the second half for a 73-59 win 
over the Rockets last Friday. 

Neenah trailed just 29-25 at halftime 
but couldn’t keep pace with Hortonville 
the rest of the way. 

Allie Ziebell scored 20 points to lead 
three players in double figures for Neenah. 
Rowan Klesmit added 16 and Ellie Buss 
added 11.

Zephyrs grab another 
conference crown

St. Mary Catholic wrapped up another 
Big East North title Monday with a 68-13 

dismantling of Hilbert. The Zephyrs led 
44-8 at halftime and then held the Wolves 
to just five points in the second half. 

Audrey Norville paced the win with 25 
points, seven rebounds and seven steals, 
while Lauren Ripley added 13 points in 
the win.

On Friday, the Zephyrs knocked off 
Reedsville, 64-30, with Sienna Anderson’s 
18 points – all on six 3-pointers – leading 
the way. 

Norville added 15 points, 10 rebounds 
and five steals in the win.
HOCKEY

Rockets cap regular  
season with victory

The Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha co-
op hockey team rallied from a deficit en-
tering the third period to claim a 4-2 win 
at Wausau West last week.

The Rockets trailed 2-1 entering the 
third period but tied the game 20 seconds 
into the period on a goal by Ben Car-
ey. Macsen Slech and Mark Sutton also 
scored in the period to lift the team to the 
win.

Sutton also scored the Rockets’ first 
goal in the first period. 

Calvin Zinda finished with two assists 
in the game. 

Owen Debbert got the win in goal for 
Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha, totaling 
35 saves.
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To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-486-1616

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to ofer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

   

WINNEBAGOLAND SPORTSMAN’S 
RUMMAGE SALE  

MARCH 2 Sat. 8am-2pm.  
Adm: $3. New & Used Sporting Items.  

FOND DU LAC FAIRGROUNDS  
920-922-2373 Vendors Welcome!

 

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS Shots 
Vet chkd, Can Deliv $700 715-255-2661 

#269146

AKC REG COCKER SPAN PUPS! 50% OFF! 2 
Rescues avail too! Sweet Adorable Pets! Shots 
920-563-3410 mornings (#268588) (WCAN)

BOATS*BOATS*BOATS 
Pontoons, Runabouts & 
Fishing Boats, 14-28ft. 

Horn Ford -Marine, Hwy 10, 
Brillion, 800-261-4676 

www.HornFord.com

COCKALIERPOO Born 2-18-23 Non-Shed, 
spayed/trained $500 No Sun Calls 

 715-644-3684

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

F1b Goldendoodle puppies! Hypo-aller-
genic, non-shedding, Vet checked, shots, 

dewormed, microchipped, crate trained + 
more! $1900. Ready now! 920-284-7711 for 

more info.

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can install a new, 

custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re cutting installation 

costs in half & offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
Additional terms apply. Subject to change 

and vary be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24  
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

KING CHARLES CAVALIER PUPS 4-M, 1-F 
Vet/shots Ready Now $600 OBO  

715-701-2066

Li’l AUSSIE PUPS Blue Eyed Merles & Tris 
Family Raised Super Friendly $400+  

715-250-2793

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-allergenic,  
Non-shed, shots/vet F-$600, M-$500; 

PUREBRED REG COCKER SPANIEL PUPPIES 
715-758-2433

POMERANIANS APRI CERTIFIED PEDI-
GREES Show prospects, Friendly Vet chk, 

Health Guar. $800 715-654-5149

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 7-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase*. Call 1-877-626-1009 

today to schedule a free quote. it’s not just a 
generator. Its a power move. (WCAN)

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS Flashy Brindle & 
Fawn Shots UTD Ready Now! $300  

715-701-1473

PUREBRED MINI POODLE PUPPIES  Shots/
wormed Well socialized w/kids $600  

N4328 Cty Rd T Shawano 715-758-6282

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material, steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% OFF Installation + Add’l 

10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

SILVER LABRADOODLES non-shed shots/
wormed $300. Ready to Go! 715-660-1085

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW 

SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

AUCTION - MARCH 9th -10AM Real 
estate & personal property of the Brian 

Jung Estate, W11157 CR-A, Gresham, WI 
including 253+/- acre Farm, Machinery, & 

Special items. Open House March 2nd 1-3PM 
contact NOLAN SALES LLC, Marion, WI 

715-754-5221 

Lic#165 & 142 www.nolansales.com for 
details (WCAN)

COIN SHOW: Sunday, February 18, 
Oshkosh Convention Center. FREE Admis-

sion. 9AM-4PM. Buy, Sell, Trade Coins, 
Gold, Silver, Paper Money & More.

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

“ECHOES OF THE PAST” 41ST HISTORICAL 
TRADE FAIR! Feb. 24 & 25. Sat 9am-5pm, 

Sun 9am-3pm. SUNNYVIEW EXPO CENTER, 
OSHKOSH, WI. Traditional Colonial Merchants, 

Craftsmen, Re-enactors, FOOD, ITEMS FOR 
SALE. Adults $6. Brian @ 920-233-5332.

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 

an ad, please contact The Department  
of Trade, Agriculture & Consumer 

Protection 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

For Sale

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Photo from AMA

Top national racer
Jack Brucks of Neenah was recognized as the American Motorcyclist Association’s 
Youth Racer of the Year as the organization recently named winners of its 2023 AMA 
Racing, Organizer and Volunteer awards. Brucks, son of Katie and Luke Brucks, was 
named the top AMA youth rider after taking home three championships at the Flat 
Track Grand Championships in DuQuoin, Ill., in June. AMA members participated in 
the selection process of certain racing categories while staff determined organizational 
and volunteer awards. 

ing to jump off the stat book the next morn-
ing, but he’s becoming our best all-around 
player,” Bradshaw said. “He’s not a big guy, 
but he’s huge for us on the board. It’s all en-
ergy and all effort. When he’s strong with 
his confidence, he’s a good player.”

Uhlenbrauck also reached double fig-

ures with 12 points. 
The hot shooting at the foul line con-

tinued in the second half for St. Mary 
Catholic. The Zephyrs finished 25-of-27 
from the free-throw line as a team, while 
Hilbert was just 5-of-7 from the charity 
stripe. 

“When we hit our free throws, it’s im-
portant and we don’t always do that,” 
Bradshaw said. “If we can shoot like that 
at the line, we are going to be tough.”

Zephyrs win
from Page 12

“It helps a little being able to see Ryan 
dive last year and know what to expect,” 
Joneson said. “It’s been a long time com-
ing. I was super close last year. It was sad 
not to make it, so this year it feels nice.”

Joneson enters the meet in the middle 
of the pack of 24 qualifiers but he is hop-
ing to excel on Saturday. 

“I’m hoping to place in the top eight. 
That’s my goal,” Joneson said. “It’s defi-
nitely mental preparation (this week). 
Getting all of my dives set to go, it’s a 
little bit of physical (work) but mostly at 
this point it’s mental.”

Neenah has also qualified in all three 
relays at the state meet and will swim in 
the fast heat for both the 200-yard med-
ley relay and the 200-yard freestyle relay. 

The foursome of Gaerthofner, Trust-
em, senior Braden Louden and junior Ju-
lian Kuehn won the sectional title in the 
200-yard medley relay, setting a school 
record in the process. 

The group is seeded fourth for the state 
meet and is certainly in contention to 
earn a medal. 

“I felt really good about the 200 med-
ley this past weekend,” Gaerthofner said. 
“Getting out of the gate and going super 
fast sets the tone for the rest of the meet. 
I think that showed itself at sectionals. 
We started out the meet extremely fast at 
sectionals and at state I think we can do 
that again.”

In the 200-yard freestyle relay, Gaer-
thofner, Trustem, Kuehn and junior 
Joshua Youngwerth made up the team 
that won the sectional title and is seeded 

seventh. 
The group will need to go faster than 

it did last Saturday to earn a spot on the 
podium but it is certainly a possibility.

“We’re definitely hoping one, if not 
both of those relays, can make podium. 
They get pretty excited about relays and 
they know there is still time to drop on 
those,” Raeth said. “We just really fine 
tune this week so that starts are sharp 
and relay exchanges are good. Just fine 
tune and come with excitement.”

The remaining entrant for the Rockets 
will be the 400-yard freestyle relay team 
of Kuehn, Youngwerth, Louden and 
sophomore Liam Sieck. That group fin-
ished fifth at sectionals but squeezed into 
the state meet by less than two-tenths of 
a second. 

“It’s great to take the sectional team,” 
said Raeth, who will also have relay alter-
nates Gideon Benner, Ryker Zarda and 
Burke Wendell on the trip. “We knew 
if we got three relays down the whole 
group would be going. It helps to keep 
the excitement of this week and support 
down there for Saturday.”

Neenah finished second to Bay Port at 
last Saturday’s sectional meet with the 
state qualifiers leading the way. 

Also picking up top-10 finishes at the 
sectional meet but not advancing to 
state were: Louden, second in the 100-
yard butterfly and sixth in the 100-yard 
breaststroke; Kuehn, fifth in the 100-
yard freestyle; Zarda, sixth in the 200-
yard backstroke and ninth in the 200-
yard individual medley; Benner, 10th in 
the 200-yard freestyle; Youngwerth, 10th 
in the 50-yard freestyle and 10th in the 
200-yard butterfly; and Wendell, 10th in 
the 500-yard freestyle.

State meet
from Page 13
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Leadership
What are three things good leaders do? 

Make a list and explain how each of 
these things makes a good leader.

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Standards Link: Read informational text about 
Black history and journalism.

Standards Link: Read informational text about Black history and journalism.

Simeon Booker Jr.

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Follow written instructions.

On one page of the 
newspaper, find and 

circle every letter of the 
alphabet that you can. 

Then connect the letters 
to create a design. 

Color your design and 
share! Have fun!

Newspaper 
ABCs

Cut out each piece and paste the paragraph in the 
correct order in the space below.

First African American Newspaper
Freedom’s Journal was the first 
African American owned and operated 
newspaper. The newspaper editors said, 
“Too long have others spoken for us.” 
They wanted to write about and for 
their fellow African Americans. 
Starting in 1827, Freedom’s Journal 
helped lead the way for other 
Black-owned newspapers in the 1800s.

How many papers?
Add up the numbers on the correct 
path of the maze to find out how 

many African American owned and 
operated newspapers circulated 

throughout the U.S. in 1861.

1847
Frederick Douglass started a newspaper 
called The North Star in 1847. This was 
a newspaper where black people could 
write about their news, ideas and 
share opinions.

Use the code to find out what Frederick 
Douglass said about reading.

Twenty-one years after Robert Abbott founded The Chicago Defender, Anthony Overton, 
an African American millionaire, started The Chicago Bee to compete with The Chicago 
Defender. It was a remarkable business as the staff was mostly women. That was very 
unusual in 1926. Olive M. Diggs was one of the newspaper’s managing editors. Other 
female editors included Ida B. Wells. She helped start the civil rights organization known 
as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

What year did Anthony Overton start The Chicago Bee?

In 1952, Simeon Booker Jr. became the first Black reporter 
for a well-known and well-read newspaper that still publishes 
today. Circle every other letter below to find out the name of 
this newspaper.

T R H K E U W B A L S V H W I J N
P G S T R O H N Y P A O N S B T

7 8 14 12 1 7 4

9 12 16 6 8 5 7

6 12 16 13 1 7 4

2 10 9 9 15 12

11 7 6 12 3 12 6

11 6 12 12
– FREDERICK DOUGLASS
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Standards Link: Language Arts: Spell words correctly.

1964
The Washington Informer is a weekly newspaper published in 
Washington, D.C. It is owned by a woman and reports on the 
African American community in the D.C. area.

The publisher is Denise Rolark Barnes. Her father, Calvin W. 
Rolark, founded the paper in 1964.

Fill in the missing vowels to find out something special about 
The Washington Informer.

Start

Finish
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5

5
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Look at the timeline dates below. Next to each one, write something you 
learned from today’s Kid Scoop page on the lines next to each date.

1827

1847

1861

1905

1926

1952

1964

EXTREME SPORT ATHLETE
YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR 
COMMUNITY ADVOCATE 
COMMUNITY INTEREST IDEA 
FOR A NEWS STORY 

Send us your ideas at submit@neenahnewsnow.com or submit@oshkoshherald.com 


