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Valley VNA resident spreads her ageless charm
By Patti Lee
News contributor

Erma Peters is a popular Valley VNA 
resident but lately she’s been getting even 
more attention than usual. And she’s quite 
enjoying it. 

“It is fun,” said Peters, dressed in festive 
Christmas attire. “But I keep wondering 
why I’m still around at 106.” 

That’s not a typo: Peters is 106 years old 
and her recent birthday has created quite 
the hubbub in the halls.

She has resided at Valley VNA Senior 
Care for 25 years and was its first resident. 
Back in 1998 she picked out her brand-new 
apartment while it was still under construc-
tion and as soon as it was ready she left her 
home on Hazel Street. 

Several years ago, Peters transitioned to 

assisted living, still energetic, smart and 
sassy, and happy to be around friends and 
folks she knows so well.

Born in Abbotsford, Erma Colby was the 
middle child in a family of 10 kids. Abbotts-
ford is in a cluster of small towns that strad-
dle Clark and Marathon counties. 

“There was Abbotsford, Unity and then 
Colby, which was named in honor of my 
great-uncle Charles,” Peters said. “It was 
just a little town,” she adds with a laugh. 

Turns out that little town is pretty fa-
mous. When the Wisconsin Central Rail-
road was building the line headed toward 
Lake Superior, the 1872 construction sea-
son ended with rails completed to the site 
of what is now Colby. Called Section 53, 
the railroad renamed the location in honor 
of Charles L. Colby, partner in the railroad 

construction company. 
It also happens to be the birthplace of 

Wisconsin’s own Colby cheese, created by 
Joseph Steinwand in 1885.

Peters moved to Neenah after graduat-
ing from Abbottsford High at age 17. She 
wanted to become a nurse but the school 
wouldn’t accept students under age 18. Liv-
ing with an aunt at the time, Peters needed 
to help out with the bills. 

“So I went to work for a Mrs. Stack-
er – she had arthritis. But I wasn’t making 
enough money there. So then I got a job at 
Gilbert Paper.”  

While employed at Gilbert, Erma Col-
by met John Peters at the Bungalow Bar in 
Neenah, where she enjoyed having a sloe Photo by Patti Lee

Erma Peters has been a Valley VNA Senior 
Care resident for all of its 25 years.

Candidates line up for local seats 
Judicial, supervisor,  
council, board races set 
Neenah News

There will be at least two new mem-
bers on the Neenah Common Council 
this spring after incumbents in districts 
1 and 3 decided not to run for another 
term. 

Voters go to the polls in April to place 
their preferences for Common Council, 
Neenah Joint School District Board of 

Education, Winnebago County Board 
of Supervisors and Winnebago County 
Branch 1 Circuit Court judge. It will be 
the same day voters participate in the 
presidential primary election. 

Council members John Skyrms, who 
has represented District 1 since 2021, 
and Todd Stevenson, representing 
District 3 since 1989, have both filed 
noncandidacy paperwork with the city 
clerk’s office. Kristen Sandvick, Mark 
Ellis and Brian Roeh are running for the 
District 1 seat, with a primary taking 

place Feb. 20. William Pollnow Jr. and 
Jeffrey Linski are running for the Dis-
trict 3 seat.

A District 2 seat is also up for elec-
tion, with incumbent Brian Borchardt 
running unopposed. He was appointed 
to replace Alderman Chris Kunz, who 
passed away in September 2020, and 
went on to be elected in April 2021.

Two Town of Neenah supervisor 
positions are up for re-election, with 

See Birthday party on Page 11

See Spring election on Page 7

Photo by David Hall

Wisconsin artist featured
A visitor to the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass views the work of Wisconsin-based glass artist Wes Hunting now on display. 
The blown and cast glass vessels and sculptures feature colorful palettes and murrine inspired by past and present creations of 
artists working in Murano, Italy. The museum exhibit is open to the public through February.

With decades of advocacy handling complex and hard-to-win cases,

Attorney George Curtis will fight for you. You have a right to be heard.

3475 Omro Road, Suite 200, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54904 | 920-233-1010 | www.apexaccidents.com

We take TOUGH cases.
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County considers increase to boat launch fees
Revenue would go  
toward improvements
By Bethanie Gengler 
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Parks Depart-
ment is asking for an increase in the fee 
assessed at the seven boat landings main-
tained by the county to keep up with main-
tenance costs and make the boat landings 
more self-sustaining in the future.

Winnebago County maintains boat 
launches at Butte des Morts, Eureka, Black 
Wolf, Boom Bay, Lake Poygan, Grundman 
Park and Asylum Bay. 

Boaters who park an attached or de-
tached trailer in any county park or boat 
launch are required to pay a daily, annual 
or multiyear parking fee. The fee ranges 
from $7 daily to $100 for a three-year pass 
for a nonresident.

In a memo, parks director Adam Breest 
wrote that the boat landing fund currently 
has $168,705 in reserves, with $125,000 
scheduled to be spent fixing the Eureka 
boat landing in 2024. The county was pro-
jected to net less than $15,000 in the fund 
in 2023. 

A downward trend in boat landing rev-
enue was noted in 2020 and 2021, with a 
combined loss of $100,454 those years. 
The county closed out 2022 with a prof-
it of $36,347. With the losses and profits 
averaged over the past four years, the fund 
has a combined deficit of $49,107.

The Parks Department noted the long-
term goal is to make the fund self-sustain-
ing so that biannually or triennially the 
county can take on a larger boat landing 
improvement project. Some of the future 
projects include the Eureka and Poygan 
concrete landings; adding parking and 
bathrooms at Butte des Morts; dredging 
Butte des Morts, Eureka, Boom Bay, Poy-
gan, Black Wolf and Asylum Bay; paving 

the parking lots at Boom Bay, Poygan, half 
of Black Wolf, Asylum Bay and Eureka; 
and the future expansion of parking at 
Black Wolf.

Under the plan, the annual tri-county 
permit that covers all Calumet County, 
Fond du Lac County and Winnebago 
County-owned launches on Lake Win-
nebago would remain the same at $50 
yearly. Winnebago County’s daily fee 
would increase by $1, while the annual 
resident, nonresident, senior and supple-
mental fees would increase by $5. 

Three-year resident and nonresident 
supplemental fees would increase by $20 
and $25, respectively, and three-year res-
ident, nonresident and senior fees would 
increase by $45-$50. In addition, the Parks 
Committee recommended raising the age 
for a senior pass from 55 to 62 years old.

One year after implementing the increas-
es, the fund balance is expected to sit at just 
under $40,000, steadily increasing each 
year to an estimated $395,000 in 10 years.

Four residents and several supervisors 
spoke in opposition of increasing the fees 
at a county board meeting Dec. 19. One of 

Neenah Historical Society photo

Water work
William Pearson used a horse-drawn wagon with a water tank to fill cisterns in 
private homes circa 1915. Cisterns collected and stored water for household uses 
and were common in basements before municipal water utilities.  

 Neenah News

The Asylum Bay boat landing is one of seven Winnebago County launches that could see an 
increase in parking fees under a plan being considered by the county board.

the concerns was that the increase would 
drive boaters to use city and town launch-
es, which typically have a lower fee than 
county launches.

Supervisor Thomas Swan called the 
boat launch parking fee “triple taxation.”

“The county itself should be paying for 
this lake access out of the general fund 
that we charge taxpayers on our tax bill,” 
he said. “These boaters have to pay a fee at 
the boat landing and they have to pay for 
license fees if they’re a fisherman.”

Historically, the county has used boat 
landing fees to fund installation, removal, 
repair and maintenance of buoys. In 2022 
the buoy expenses were moved to the 
general fund. Breest estimated that from 
2018-2021, $477,000 in boat launch fees 
were diverted to buoy maintenance. 

Swan said boaters should not be charged 
more “until that money is put back in and 
utilized for what it was supposed to be uti-
lized for.”

Earlier this year the board voted to re-
place the cash boxes at the county’s seven 
boat launches with automated pay stations 
that accept credit cards or cash, funded 
with $120,000 in ARPA (American Res-
cue Plan Act) funds. 

Supervisor Steven Binder requested 
that the county wait to change the boat 
launch parking fees to see whether the pay 
stations result in an increase in revenue. 
Supervisor Doug Nelson said he’s familiar 
with the automated pay stations and their 
success in Winneconne. 

“When the (pay stations) went in not 
only did the receipts go up some, but I be-
lieve the tickets that were issued tripled,” 
he said, adding that it’s easy to cheat the 
collection boxes but more difficult with an 
automated pay station because users are 
issued a sticker stating they paid. 

During the discussion, the county board 
deliberated on an amendment that would 
increase only nonresident fees, with con-
cern that it may not generate enough rev-
enue. Nonresidents purchased 248 passes 
in 2022, making up about 26% of the 964 
passes sold that year.  

The board voted to send the fee increase 
proposal back to committee. It’s expected 
to be sent back to the county board for a 
vote early this year.
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Fatal car crash 
at mill under 
investigation
Neenah News

One person is dead and another was in 
critical condition Sunday after their vehi-
cle crashed into the Sonoco Paper Mill in 
Menasha.

Menasha police responded around 8:40 
a.m. Dec. 31 to the intersection of Wash-
ington and River streets for a single-vehi-
cle crash. The 84-year-old passenger was 
unresponsive and first responders began 
CPR at the scene. She and the 85-year-old 
driver were transported to ThedaCare Re-
gional Medical Center in Neenah. 

The passenger died of her injuries and 
the driver was listed in serious condition. 
Police withheld their names pending noti-
fication of the family. 

Police said the vehicle was traveling 
northbound when it struck the paper mill 
and the cause of the crash remains un-
der investigation. The Washington Street 
bridge, serving as one of the two major 
connections between Neenah and Mena-
sha, was closed for about four hours after 
the incident.

Menasha police, Neenah/Menasha Fire 
Rescue, Gold Cross Ambulance, Menasha 
Public Works, the Winnebago County 
Sheriff ’s Office and the Neenah Police De-
partment all responded to the scene.

Neenah News

The Washington Street bridge was closed for 
about four hours Sunday as police investigat-
ed the scene of this fatal car crash.

Man charged with endangering safety in crash
Neenah News

A Neenah man is facing charges for 
crashing his vehicle into a telephone pole 
in November, allegedly in an attempt to 
kill his ex-girlfriend and unborn child.

According to the criminal complaint, 
police were dispatched Nov. 12 around 11 
a.m. to the intersection of County JJ and 
Woods Edge Lane in the Town of Neen-
ah for a vehicle that crashed into a utility 
pole. 

Tire tracks indicated the vehicle was 
eastbound when it entered the south ditch 
and struck the pole at a high rate of speed, 
with the speedometer stuck at 82 mph.

Dispatch advised that before the crash a 
female called and said her companion was 
driving crazy. The female was removed 
from the vehicle by first responders and 
the driver, James Plaisance, 28, was still 

trapped in the driver’s seat. 
Plaisance initially told an officer he was 

sober. While waiting to be extricated from 
the vehicle he pulled out a vape pen and 
started inhaling from it. Plaisance said the 
vape pen had THC in it and refused to 
give it to the officer, asking to keep smok-
ing it because he said he was going to pris-
on and admitted he was high. Documents 
say the officer was eventually able to reach 
the vape pen and remove it. 

The fire department removed Plaisance 
from the vehicle and he was transported 
to the hospital with extensive injuries. 
The victim suffered a broken neck, broken 
bones and possible internal injuries. 

Plaisance told an officer the accident oc-
curred because he and his passenger were 
arguing and he was trying to get the cell-
phone from her that she used to call 911 
when he drove off the road into the pole. 

The victim, who was 20 weeks pregnant, 
told police that she and Plaisance used 
meth a few hours before the crash. While 
Plaisance was driving she said he began to 

hit her so she got into the back seat. She 
said she threatened to jump out of the car, 
which caused Plaisance to accelerate. The 
victim said she called 911 and when Plai-
sance found out he intentionally swerved 
into the utility pole.

Plaisance was issued citations for unrea-
sonable speed, failure to keep a vehicle un-
der control and felony counts of first-de-
gree recklessly endangering safety with 
domestic abuse assessments and injury by 
intoxicated use of a vehicle. 

In a separate incident, Plaisance was 
convicted of criminal damage to proper-
ty and disorderly conduct with domestic 
abuse assessments in April for a February 
altercation with his girlfriend. She report-
ed to police at that time that during the 
incident she feared for her life.

Plaisance is free on a $5,000 signature 
bond and is due back in court in Febru-
ary for a pretrial conference. Each of the 
felony charges carry a maximum fine of 
$25,000 and up to 12 and a half years in 
prison.

920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $350

Locally Owned & Operated
Neenah, WI

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

Neenah News

A Fox Crossing woman was struck and 
killed by a truck while walking in the Vil-
lage of Harrison last week, according to 
the Calumet County Sheriff ’s Office. 

The incident occurred around 5 p.m. 
Dec. 28 on State 114 near Pigeon Road 
when the 40-year-old victim was hit by 
a westbound truck while she was in the 
roadway. She was pronounced dead at the 
scene. The driver, a 40-year-old Sherwood 
man, was not injured.

Police said poor visibility due to rain is 
believed to be a factor in the crash. The 
incident remains under investigation and 
the names of those involved have not been 
released.

Fox Crossing woman 
struck, killed by truck



Page 4 x neenahnewsnow.com January 5, 2024

Assisi Homes of Neenah
Independent Living Community

• Affordable housing for Seniors Age 62+

• One bedroom apartments include heat and water

• Many activities and wellness programs offered

• Income restrictions apply

• Smoke free facility

Phone: 920-729-1771
Fax: 920-729-1797
TTY: 800-924-1973

210 Byrd Avenue, Neenah
Professionally Managed by Mercy Housing

0
5
2
6
7
7
6
7

Exquisite
Jewelry for

All Occasions

Family owned and operated
for more than 100 years

APPLETON 920.734.1858
208 E. College Avenue

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-2pm

OSHKOSH 920.231.0462
523 N. Main Street

Tues-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-2pm

d

Check Your hearing

Your preferred providers in Neenah 

Dr. Melissa DintelmanDr. Lisa Esser

Is it challenging to hear on the 
phone?

Do you miss key words in a 
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about 
your TV volume?

YES   NO
Do others seem to mumble or 
speak too softly?

Do you frequently say, “Huh?” 
or “What?”

Has it been tough to follow 
conversations on video chats?

YES   NO

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

 Neenah • 1148 Westowne Drive
Conveniently located off Winneconne Ave.

Additonal locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

If you or a loved one answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, it could mean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.  

Call us to schedule an evaluation today.

    

Service, therapy dogs filling critical needs in society
Agencies, organizations 
rely on trained help 
By Cheryl Hentz
News contributor

We’ve all seen service dogs and the peo-
ple for whom they help. But many don’t 
understand what a service dog is and does. 

These special canines are specifically 
trained to assist people with disabilities of 
one kind or another. One person may have 
a disability that affects one or more of their 
limbs, another may 
experience seizures, 
someone else may be 
blind or have hearing 
loss, yet another may 
be autistic. 

Service dogs can 
open doors, turn lights 
on and off, pick up large 
or small objects, get 
things off shelves, pull 
a wheelchair, or act as a brace for someone 
who has fallen and needs help getting up. 

Then there are other dogs, such as in the 
case of Journey Together Service Dog LLC, 
that serve people with anxiety or post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD). They are 
taught behaviors that help to ease the trau-
ma associated with triggering events. They 
can provide a physical barrier between 
the person they’re partnered with and the 
public, giving gentle pressure against their 
partner to help reduce stress; or serve as a 
conversation starter that helps lessen their 
partner’s stress level. 

Journey Together is now training dogs 
for people with Type 1 diabetes to alert 
them when their blood sugar levels are too 
high or low. 

“We are currently working with a po-
tential client on diabetic alert. I have six 
dogs that are doing well in that program 
right now. They’re all young so they’re not 
ready for placement just yet. But we will be 
working on placing at least one next year,” 
said Brenda Cirricione, Journey Together’s 
founder and current director of training. 
“We’re interested in (hearing from) other 
people with Type 1 diabetes that might be 
interested in participating with us. I have 
multiple dogs that are turning out to be do-
ing a really good job at it.”

Since Journey Together is new to train-
ing for diabetic alert work, they’re taking it 
slow in these early stages. 

“We’re trying to go very deliberately and 
very carefully through the process. We’re 
also dependent on Type 1 diabetic alert 
samples from people to be able to do it,” 
Cirricione said. “Our dogs are alerting right 
now to both blood sugar highs and lows. 
What we’ll next be looking for is we’re 
doing some proofing exercises so that the 
dogs don’t alert when it’s not a high or a 
low. We’re making sure that they’re under-
standing the ranges that we’re looking for, 
for them to alert to.” 

Journey Together has 16 dogs in training 
and looking at placement possibilities for 
2024. They also placed a couple of dogs 
just before the year’s end so that some with 
anxiety or PTSD had a wonderful Christ-
mas gift. 

Therapy dogs – also called emotional 
support dogs – also play a huge role in to-
day’s society as the number of people diag-
nosed with mental illness has been grow-
ing. 

According to Stress in America 2023, a 
nationwide survey conducted by the Har-

ris Poll for the American Psychological 
Association, people ages 35 to 44 experi-
enced the highest increase in mental health 
diagnoses in recent years: 45% reported a 
mental illness in 2023 compared with 31% 
in 2019, with adults 18 to 34 still reporting 
the highest rate at 50%. 

As a result, working in emergency ser-
vices has become more challenging, lead-
ing these agencies to add facility and ther-
apy dogs to their teams. 

These dogs work at police, fire and emer-
gency departments, where staff can receive 
comfort and relief from stress but also go 
out on calls when mental health issues are 
involved. 

“There is something very powerful that 
happens when a human connects with 

an animal. The stress of the day can melt 
away as your hands stroke the soft fur of a 
gentle dog,” said Lynsie Bernier, a therapy 
dog trainer and member of the Alliance of 
Therapy Dogs. “A warm conversation with 
a welcoming stranger can turn into a lasting 
friendship. This is the therapy dog experi-
ence.

“The Fox Valley is lucky to have an active 
community of certified therapy dog volun-
teers. Many travel throughout the Valley 
and spend time bringing joy in a variety of 
settings.”

Though not a member of the Alliance, 
one such dog was K9 Magic, a facility/emo-
tional support dog donated to the Oshkosh 

Oshkosh Police Department photo

K9 Magic is shown with behavioral health officer Scott Sopata and mental health crisis special-
ist Kayla Rodriguez.

Cirricione

See Service dogs on Page 5
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Experience the modernized ThedaCare Regional Medical Center–Neenah
Nearly 115 years ago, ThedaCare was founded to bring exceptional care to the Fox Valley region. Today, we’ve made the new investment in 

ThedaCare Regional Medical Center–Neenah to give you and your loved ones the comfort of knowing that top-quality care remains close to home. 

Learn more about our Inspired Past; Healthier Future modernization project at ThedaCare.org/innovation

We invite you to experience our modernized 
ThedaCare Regional Medical Center–Neenah

January 18, 5–8 p.m.

ThedaCare Regional Medical Center
130 Second Street, Neenah

JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE
Experience our state-of-the-art healing environment 
that puts patients at the center of all that we do.

Take a tour  | Meet our care team  |  Enjoy light refreshments

Police Department by Journey Together. 
Not quite 4 years old when she joined 

the department in March 2022, the gold-
en retriever had 364 deployments before 
becoming ill and passing on Nov. 27 of last 
year. 

She worked closely with partner and 
behavioral health officer Scott Sopata and 
mental health crisis specialist Kayla Rodri-
guez. Together they re-
sponded to behavioral 
health-related calls and 
highly sensitive calls for 
service. 

K9 Magic also emo-
tionally supported em-
ployees of the Oshkosh 
Police Department af-
ter they were involved 
with and affected by 
critical incidents. 

Sopata and K9 Magic also made impact-
ful regular appearances in the community 
such as at the Day By Day Shelter, Solutions 
Recovery, local emergency rooms, Win-
nebago County Crisis Center and Sheriff ’s 
Department Dispatch. 

Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Ser-
vices’ emotional support dog is a 7-year-
old mixed breed named Ross who joined 
the center in 2019 and provides support to 
abuse survivors.

“It’s really common for schools, nursing 
homes, care facilities, hospice settings and 
so on to want to have a therapy dog pro-
gram to support their clients. But they’re 
not always sure how to go about that,” Ber-
nier said. “The Alliance of Therapy Dogs 
lines their certified teams up with places 
looking to have a therapy dog program.”

Any organization wanting a therapy dog 
to help with clients or patients can contact 

the Alliance at TherapyDogs.com. Like-
wise, if a person who owns a dog they think 
would make a good therapy animal, they 
can get information on how to get their dog 
registered.

There are other organizations nation-
wide that test and certify therapy dogs, 
but the Alliance has been around for sev-
eral decades and also provides registration, 
support and insurance for members who 
volunteer their dogs in animal-assisted ac-
tivities. 

While service and therapy dogs both 
provide a wonderful and much-needed ser-
vice, there are distinct differences. 

A therapy dog is trained to provide com-
fort and affection to people in hospice, di-
saster areas, retirement homes, hospitals, 
nursing homes and schools.

A service dog is certified and trained to 
help people with disabilities – visual im-
pairments, mental illnesses, seizure disor-
ders, diabetes, etc. Service dogs must be 
allowed into businesses and it is illegal to 
ask about a handler’s disability. They can be 
asked if the pet is required due to a disabil-
ity or what tasks the dog is able to perform.

There are also emotional support ani-
mals (ESA) that provide owners with ther-
apeutic benefits through companionship. 
They do not require training but their hu-
man companions may need to be screened 
by a mental health professional to see if 
they qualify.

The lines among these three types of 
dogs can sometimes get blurred. For assis-
tance about any of these services, talk to a 
physician, mental health provider or pro-
fessional organization to see which kind of 
dog could best help and how to go about 
getting one, or having one’s own pet de-
clared an ESA. 

Whether a person has a service, therapy 
or emotional support dog, they all contrib-
ute to a more full life for their companions.

Service dogs
from Page 4

Bernier

Photo from Neenah Public Library

Pop star artistry
The Neenah Public Library closed out the year Saturday with an after-hours Swifty Party 
carrying a theme celebrating Taylor Swift featuring a DJ, photo station, crafts and cookies.

Metro area unemployment rate drops to 2.4%
Neenah News

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan 
area and Winnebago County saw a drop in 
its unemployment rate from 2.7% to 2.4% 
between October and November, accord-
ing to preliminary data from the state De-
partment of Workforce Development. 

Last November’s jobless rate in Osh-
kosh-Neenah and the county was at 2.2%. 
The city of Oshkosh saw its rate drop from 

3% to 2.5%.
The non-seasonally adjusted data shows 

jobless rates in Metropolitan Statistical Ar-
eas declined in all of Wisconsin’s 12 metro 
areas over that period. Unemployment 
rates also decreased in 32 of Wisconsin’s 35 
largest cities and in all but one county.

Estimates of unemployment and em-
ployment statistics are from the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.
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Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
165 N. Park Avenue, Neenah

920-751-4658
@bmmglass • bmmglass.com

Cr�tal�

B�

Presenting Sponsor

Raise the Mission
Match Sponsor

Tickets: 920-751-4658 
or 

bmmglass.com/
the-crystal-ball 

A Gala and 
Fun-raiser for

Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass

Saturday, 
February 10, 2024  

7–11pm
The Ballroom at 

The Reserve
116 South Commercial Street, 

Neenah, WI

Music by
Janet Planet, 
John Harmon 
and Friends

Dancing
Live and silent 

auctions
Artful cocktail 

attire

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

Sunday Worship
10:00 AM& 6:00 PM

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, WI

www.applevalleypres.org

Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus,
Sola Fide, Sola Gratia,

Soli Deo Gloria

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Worship Times: Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A]
h

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

To advertise in the  
Worship Directory,  
call 920-385-4512.

Menasha ready to mark 150 years
Neenah News

The city of Neenah wrapped up events in 
honor of its 150th anniversary in 2023 and 
now Menasha is hosting its own sesquicen-
tennial celebrations throughout 2024.

Affectionately referred to as the Twin 
Cities of the Fox Valley, Neenah and Mena-
sha were incorporated only a year apart in 
1873 and 1874. Connected by Doty Island, 
the cities share a common history. 

Curtis Reed, considered the founder of 
Menasha, together with Gov. James Doty 
dammed the north (Menasha) channel of 

Doty Island in 1847. 
A replica of Doty’s 
cabin is situated in 
Neenah’s Doty Park 
as a museum.

The southern 
(Neenah) channel 
of Doty Island was 

dammed at the same time by Curtis’ broth-
er Harrison, who was one of the original 
owners of the Milwaukee Sentinel and one 
of Neenah’s founders. 

According to PBS, the founding of two 
separate settlements has resulted in a 
long-standing rivalry and competition be-
tween the two communities. While Neen-
ah features its downtown and nightlife with 
a population of 27,000; Menasha has more 
shoreline than any other Fox Cities com-
munity and a smaller population of 18,000.

Sesquicentennial steering committee 
member Walt Ulbricht shared several his-
toric facts about Menasha:

• A plaque next to Menasha’s Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Building (1928) 
marks the landing of French-Canadian 
fur trader Jean Nicolet, who arrived in 
the area in 1634 and met the Menominee 
Tribe. Nicolet was the first European to 
arrive in Wisconsin, paddling in a canoe 
by himself more than a thousand miles 
from French Canada through the Great 
Lakes. 

• The Menasha Wooden Ware Co. was 
considered the world’s largest producer of 
wooden containers in the 19th century. 
Now called Menasha Corp., the global en-
terprise is celebrating its 175th anniversary 
this year as one of the 10 oldest privately 
owned companies in America. 

• Elisha D. Smith was one of the early 
founders and longtime president of Me-
nasha Wooden Ware, starting in the late 

1840s. Smith funded the namesake Mena-
sha Public Library in 1898, including its 
property, construction and financial en-
dowment for its perpetual support. 

• Smith also purchased and landscaped 
the 24-acre Smith Park on Doty Island and 
donated it to the city in 1887. The park pre-
serves several prehistoric mounds.

• George Bernard “Dave” Koslo was a 
lifelong Menasha resident and professional 
baseball left-handed pitcher in the 1940s 
and 1950s with the New York Giants, Balti-
more Orioles and Milwaukee Braves. Koslo 
pitched for the Giants in 1951 against the 
legendary New York Yankees, including fu-
ture Baseball Hall of Famers Joe DiMaggio 
and Mickey Mantle. A local Menasha park 
is named in his honor.   

• Menasha’s Isle of Valor is dedicated to 
residents who served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces and “gave the last full measure of de-
votion.” Staff Sgt. Kenneth E. Stumpf and 
First Sgt. Elmer J. Burr are honored on the 
Fox River as recipients of the Congressio-
nal Medal of Honor. 

Events celebrating Menasha’s sesquicen-
tennial will be held throughout the year. A 
button hunt is already underway, with par-
ticipants earning collectable buttons from 
businesses, nonprofits and other organiza-
tions. A Menasha history trivia challenge 
is set for Jan. 19 at the Elisha D. Smith Li-
brary, followed by a speed puzzle compe-
tition with prizes at Maplewood Middle 
School on Feb. 3. 

Celebrations continue with a birthday 

party at city hall March 5, featuring a spe-
cial visit from Menasha’s first mayor, O.J. 
Hall. In April, the city will start a new era 
as residents vote in a mayor to replace 
Don Merkes, who has held the office for 
16 years and is not seeking re-election. Al-
dermen Rebecca Nichols, Stan Sevenich 
and Austin Hammond will join resident 
Kyle Coenen in vying to be the city’s 41st 
mayor.

Other events include planting 150 trees 
for Arbor Day in April, a historic house 
hunt and walk in May, a citywide blood 
drive in June with a goal of supplying 150 
pints to the Community Blood Center, fol-
lowed by an exhibit honoring Menasha at 
the UW Oshkosh-Fox Cities Aylward Gal-
lery from June 20 through Aug. 15.

Plans for a 150th celebration weekend 
June 21-22 in downtown Menasha are still 
in the works. The city has launched a web-
site dedicated to sharing information on 
the celebrations at menasha150.com. 

The Neenah Octagon House Museum 
at 343 Smith Street will be continuing the 
joint Neenah-Menasha 150th anniversary 
exhibit through October, which includes 
Menasha Historical Society treasures on 
display.

Steering Committee chair Sarah Bauer 
said the events are designed to highlight 
“Menasha’s remarkable heritage for local 
residents or any of our neighbors in the Fox 
Valley.” 

Menasha Historical Society photo

The Elisha D. Smith Library’s original 1898 building is shown in this undated photo.

 

Saturday, Jan. 6
Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Monday, Jan. 8
Monday Matinee: “Barbie,” 1 p.m., 

Neenah Public Library
Short Story Night: Author Rita 

Chang-Eppig, 7 p.m., Lion’s Tail Brewing

Saturday, Jan. 13
Washington Park Winter Festival, 

11 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 15
Not Quite Cozy Mystery Book 

Club: “Killers of a Certain Age,” 6:30 
p.m., Neenah Public Library’s Shattuck 
Room

Thursday, Jan. 18
ThedaCare Community Open 

House, 5 p.m., ThedaCare Regional 
Medical Center

Calendar 
of events
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DiscoverOshkosh.com

Scan for details.

Tumbler sponsor: Follow Oshkosh Restaurant Week on FB & IG for the latest details.    

$12 BREAKFAST SPECIALS • $17 3-COURSE LUNCHES • $29 3-COURSE DINNERS

January 18-28, during Oshkosh Restaurant Week, chefs create innovative menus offering a 
unique and elevated dining experience. It’s the perfect time to explore a variety of restaurants—
from casual to fine dining—that you might not have tried otherwise. No tickets or pre-registration 

are required for Restaurant Week, but reservations are recommended. Get into FEASTMODE!

Win this 
fun new 2024 

Restaurant Week 
tumbler!
While supplies 

last.

Eat out 3 or more times during Restaurant Week to win this awesome tumbler!

Go to discoveroshkosh.com and download the Oshkosh 
Restaurant Week digital pass, or collect receipts from 

participating restaurants and turn in to 
100 N Main St/Ste 112. 

Urban Market store, cafe prepare for downtown opening
By Jenny Grunwald
Neenah News

Urban Market grocery store and cafe 
will be coming to downtown Neenah in 
early 2024. 

Rich Van Sistine and his wife, Kimberly, 
have always had a love for good, healthy 
food. When the lower level of the new 201 
West apartments in the heart of downtown 
Neenah became available, the Van Sistines 
decided to turn their passion into a busi-
ness with the hopes of bringing more local, 
naturally sourced products to the area. 

The Van Sistines hold ownership of the 
business but the store and cafe will be man-
aged by husband and wife Spencer and 
Anna Anvelink, who currently own Hon-
eyland Juicery, a Neenah-based juice bar 
that’s operated out of a food truck. Katie 
Sampson has been hired to run the cafe. 

As the downtown bustles with coffee 
and food choices, the Urban Market will 
bring in more naturally based and locally 
sourced products, along with Neenah’s 

only downtown grocery store. According 
to the Van Sistines, the grocery store and 
cafe will be split into two different areas. 
The grocery side will have refrigerator and 
freezer items, dry goods, flour, seasonings, 
snacks, treats, candies and chips.

“Obviously, there’s a lot of restaurants in 
the area, but what we don’t really have is a 
neighborhood grocery store. We’re going 
to have a really good selection where peo-
ple will be able to purchase what you need 
to fill your pantry or to make a meal,” Rich 
Van Sistine said.

The cafe side will have the same touch 
to it with fresh and organic ingredients, of-
fering breakfast and lunch food items.

“It’s all natural and organic minded. 
We’re sourcing local; we’re sourcing or-
ganic products,” he said.

Van Sistine and Anvelink are striving to 
make the Urban Market a business that 
brings light to not only local and healthy 
food with their organic products, but also 
to community with a family-friendly vibe 

with a fun aesthetic. 
“(It’s going to be a) cool place to hang 

out, (a) cool place to grab lunch with a 
friend or family, and we’ll have space for 
everyone,” Anvelink said.

Along with getting a bite to eat or ingre-
dients to make dinner, customers can en-
joy a glass of organic wine, specialty beers 
and cocktails while children can have fun 
making frozen treats with organic custard 

and choice of toppings. 
“It’ll be organic, sustainable foods. There’s 

definitely going to be a focus on where it 
comes from and what it is, but a real focus 
on how it tastes too,” Van Sistine said. “We’ve 
got a really good cafe manager that makes 
delicious food that makes you feel good.” 

Urban Market’s hours are to be deter-
mined, along with a grand opening date 
this spring. 

Neenah News

Preparations are underway for Urban Market to open in downtown Neenah this year at the 
201 West building.

incumbents David Bluma and James 
Weiss running unopposed.

In Fox Crossing, Trustee 1, 3 and 5 po-
sitions are up for election for two-year 
terms on the Village Board. Incumbents 
Michael Van Dyke and Deb Swiertz are 
running unopposed, while Trustee 3 in-
cumbent Gregory Ziegler will be chal-
lenged by Nicholas Gebert.

Board of Education 
Three seats will be on the ballot for the 

Neenah Joint School District Board of Edu-
cation for a three-year term, currently held 
by president Brian Epley, member Kristian 
Sahr and treasurer David Williams. Epley 
and Sahr are seeking another term, while 
Williams is not seeking re-election. 

Aside from the two incumbents, the 
candidates for the three seats include 
Roxanne Schwandt-Knutson, Chari 
Long, Alex Corrigan, Jeb Pfeifle, Susan 
Garcia Franz and Tom Hanby. A prima-
ry will take place in February which will 
narrow the field to six candidates.  

Winnebago County 
Voters will select a new circuit court 

Branch 1 judge for a six-year term as Te-
resa Basiliere is not seeking re-election. 
Court commissioners Eric Heywood and 
Michael Rust and former Branch 4 judge 
LaKeisha Haase are running for the seat. 
A primary in February will determine the 
two candidates that will be on the April 
ballot.

All 36 county supervisor seats are up 
for election in the spring. Neenah News 
is focused on seats that represent our 
readers in districts 5 through 10 and 27 
through 29. The county clerk’s office re-
ported that supervisors in districts 8, 9, 
27 and 28 are incumbents running un-
opposed. 

In District 5, incumbent Kay Horan 
will face challenger Stefanie Holt. Dis-
trict 6 Supervisor Brian Defferding is 
not running for another term, with Ja-
son Kraayvanger and Lucas Reinke vy-
ing for his seat. District 7 incumbent 
Betsy Ellenberger will be challenged by 
Kate Hancock-Cooke. 

Bryan Stafford in District 10 will face 
challenger Timothy Jacobson, while 
District 29 supervisor George Bureau 
squares off against Benjamin Frank.

All 36 supervisor district maps can be 
seen online at winnebagocountywi.gov/
county-board/supervisory-districts.

Spring election
from Page 1
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$9
and under

$20
and under

$35
and under

$150
and under

$16
and under

$12
and under

8.49
YOUR CHOICE

O’Keeffe’s®

Healthy Feet or
Working Hands Creaaam
W 821 536, 544

7.99
Kaboom™

32 oz. Shower,
Tub & Tile Cleaner.
W 815 464

7.99
3M®

4-pk. CLAW™
Drywall Picture
Hanger
B 103 230

6.99
DAP®

12 oz. Max Fill™
Triple Expanding
Sealant
P 820 624

7.99
American
Kennel Club®

Jumbo Paw Print Blanket
H 120 193

8.49
Morton®

40 lb. Clean and
Protect™ Water
Softening Pellets
F 748 947

8.99
True Value®

80 ct. 13 gal.
Tall Kitchen
Trash Bags
w 144 870

10.99
Energizer®
Vision HD LED
Headlamp
E 204 260

10.99
Swiffer®
3 ft. Dusters™ Heavy
Duty Extendable
Handle Starter Kit
W 141 032
18 ct. Dusters™
Refills, 15.99
W 116 334

11.99
Master Mechanic®

10 pc. Jigsaw Blades
R 160 381

11.99
Sterilite®

2 Bushel Ultra™
Laundry Basket
W 628 633

11.99
Quickie®

Lightweight Hurl
Corn Broom
W 566 432

8.99
As Seen
On TV
18 ct.
Ruby
Space
Triangles
W 125 909

11.49
YOUR CHOICE

Tidy Cats®

20 lb. Cat Litter
H 160 620, 625

8.99
SeaFoam®

16 oz. Motor
Tune-Up
H 200 934

12.99
Scotch-Brite®

Scrub & Drop Toilet
Cleaning System
W 117 501

12.99
Energizer®
Vision LED
Headlamp
E 205 423

13.99
Tru Guard®

3/8 in. x 15 ft.
Nylon Dock Line
B 231 584

17.99
NEBO®

Einstein Rechargeable
Headlamp
E 103 378

16.99
YOUR CHOICE

GE®

4-pk. 9W R30 Reflector
LED Bulbs
E 248 663, 664

19.99
YOUR CHOICE

Traeger®
20 lb. Premium Hardwood
Barbeque Pellets
T 142 377; 156 402, 244 888

19.99
Igloo®

2 gal. Sport
Cooler
T 215 615

19.99
Bernzomatic®

Utility Torch
R 125 090

16.59
Gardner®
3.6 qt. Leak
Stopper
Rubberized
Roof Patch
P 819 490

29.99
YOUR CHOICE

Pedigree®

Dry Dog Food
H 167 524; 248 697, 265 003

24.99
Quickie®

24 in. Floor
Squeegee with
Handle
W 149 050

34.99
Dura Heat®
15,000 BTU Tank
Top Propane Heater
T 225 382

20.97
Klein Tools®

Klein-Kurve®

Heavy-Duty Wire
Stripper/Cutter/
Crimper E 675 415

26.99
Sterilite®

92 qt. Wheeled Footlocker
W 180 312

27.99
Bemis®

STA-TITE® Whisper
Close® Elongated
Plastic Toilet Seat
F 190 934

26.99
Estwing®

Claw Hammer
R 100 495

139
DeWALT®

20V MAX Cordless
Reciprocating Saw
R 104 073

32.99
Feit
4 ft. LED Utility Light
E 239 737

39.99
RCA
Tilt TV Mount
E 105 684

39.99
Rubbermaid®

Lightweight Aluminum Step
Stool
P 205 040

39.99
NEBO®

OMNI 2K Rechargeable
Work Light
E 103 950

32.99
Master
Mechanic®

17 pc. Accessory Set
R 106 619

49.99
Weber®
iGrill Mini Thermometer
T 195 182

53.99
First Alert®
10-Year Smoke & Carbon
Monoxide Alarm
E 210 433

39.99
Master
Mechanic®

6.5 Amps Jigsaw
R 103 689

24.99
EasyCare®

1 gal. Stain Blocking
Primer/Sealer
K 133 281

29.99
Kodiak®

The Kamper® COB
LED Lantern
E 264 913

19.99
EasyCare®

8 pc. Paint Tray
Set
K 113 104

19.99
EasyCare®

3 pc. Paint
Brush Set
K 113 072

17.99
Kwikset®
Polo Entry Lockset
B 220 316

18.49
Police Security®

Sleuth 2.0 Flashlight
E 128 213

18.99
Weber®
Rapid Fire
Compact
Chimney Starter
T 175 37113.99

YOUR CHOICE

GE®

LED Linear Bulb
E 254 824, 825, 826

13.99
Sterilite®

56 qt. Storage Box
W 114 293

14.49
Kwikset®
Polo Entry Lockset
B 220 321

14.99
Waterpik®

Traditional Fixed Mount
Shower Head
F 129 403

14.99
Feit
LED Garage Light
E 102 303

14.99
Stanley®

19 in. Essential Tool Box
R 209 710 Tools not included.

15.99
Prestone®

1 gal. Antifreeze/
Coolant
H 363 507

15.99
DeWALT®

29 pc. Screwdriver
Bit Set
R 307 713

7.99
d-CON®

8 oz. Bait Pellet Bag
L 127 983

$10
and under 9.99

Sterilite®

20 qt. Gasket
Storage Box.
W 216 718
32 qt., 12.99W 216 719

9.99
Super S®

1 gal. Bar & Chain Oil
H 114 302

9.99
Gardner
Bender®
6 in. Professional
Wire Stripper &
Looper
E 413 609

9.99
NEBO®

COLUMBO™ 100 Pen Light
E 103 385

9.99
Master
Mechanic®

18 pc. Assorted
Bungee Cords
H 548 315

9.99
WoodLink®

17.25 in. Nyjer
Thistle Finch
Feeder
L 143 308

9.49
Intex®

200 ct. Cloth-Like Rags
P 256 188

9.49
Culligan®

2-pk. Whole House
Water Filter Replacement
Cartridges
F 583 393

7.49
Cowboy®

20-pk. Natural Wood Wool
Firestarters
T 272 359

9.99
Arrow™

1 5/16 in. Japanese
Tooth Hardwood Blade
R 109 144

9.99
EasyCare®

3-pk. Paint
Roller Covers
K 113 107

9.99
Master
Painter®
Best
9 in. Paint
Roller Frame
K 211 200

9 9 9

KRUEGERS 999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 • www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm
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E 103 385

9.99
Master
Mechanic®

18 pc. Assorted
Bungee Cords
H 548 315

9.99
WoodLink®

17.25 in. Nyjer
Thistle Finch
Feeder
L 143 308

9.49
Intex®

200 ct. Cloth-Like Rags
P 256 188

9.49
Culligan®

2-pk. Whole House
Water Filter Replacement
Cartridges
F 583 393

7.49
Cowboy®

20-pk. Natural Wood Wool
Firestarters
T 272 359

9.99
Arrow™

1 5/16 in. Japanese
Tooth Hardwood Blade
R 109 144

9.99
EasyCare®

3-pk. Paint
Roller Covers
K 113 107

9.99
Master
Painter®
Best
9 in. Paint
Roller Frame
K 211 200

9 9 9

KRUEGERS 999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 • www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm
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Auto Accident?Auto Accident
Surgeryyry may be overkill,
while medication may

not be enough. The doctors
of Strong Chiropractic Office
can offer guidance on auto

injuryyry treatments.
Treatments are custom suited

and may include spinal
adjustments, laser therapy,
and therapeutic exercise. OSHKOSH OFFICE

2100 Omro Road STE. B
(920) 426-9898

NEENAH OFFICE
1426 S. Commercial St
(920) 725-0800

APPLETON OFFICE
1801 N. Richmond St
(920) 831-4110

www.strongchiropractic.com

Complimentary Consultation
Must bring coupon at

the time of visit.
Expires 1/31/24

Limit one coupon per NEW PATIENT

Solutions Recovery staff 
honored for lifesaving work

Solutions Recovery executive director 
Trevor Fenrich and program director Megan 
Edwards were recently honored with the 
2023 We Heart You Celebration of Excel-
lence Award from the Winnebago County 
Overdose Fatality Review (OFR) team. 

Edwards is considered pivotal in cre-
ating the Solutions Peer Response Team 
program that connects people in crisis to 
recovery coaches with lived experience. 
Through a rapid response to a substance 
use crisis, the program minimizes the 
risk of overdose by guiding individuals 
through resources and access to care and 
treatment. 

Edwards led an expansion of the ser-
vices by implementing the Sobriety Treat-
ment Assisted Recovery (STAR) program 
in collaboration with the Winnebago 
County Jail. Individuals receive support 
and guidance from recovery coaches 
during their time in jail and after release.

“Megan’s work in the jail is some of the 
most important work I’ve seen in my 21-
year career,” said Winnebago County Cor-
rections Lt. Amber Rozek. “Megan and 
the Solutions Recovery team have become 
the face of change and hope in our facility. 
Her passion for the recovery community 
sets the tone for the programs.”

Fenrich was a lead technician behind the 
We Heart You mobile app launched earlier 

this year, which connects people to sub-
stance use resources in Winnebago, Cal-
umet and Outagamie counties. The app’s 
24/7 live chat function connects people 
with the Solutions Peer Response Team. 
Fenrich represents Solutions Recovery in 
various OFR committee activities.

“Trevor’s dedication to combatting sub-
stance use and increasing recovery efforts 
have truly made a difference in our com-
munity,” said Jennifer Skolaski, OFR pro-
gram manager. 

“Trevor and Megan have gone beyond 
their professional roles and inspired 
amazing work within the OFR team and 
throughout the community.”

University of Wisconsin Oshkosh chief 
of police and OFR team member Chris 
Tarmann added, “They translated the dis-
cussions and ideas of the OFR team into 
meaningful activities that are having a 
positive impact on our community.”

Solutions Recovery is one of 47 part-
ners representing 36 agencies that work 
together on the OFR team to prevent 
overdose deaths. The team examines in-
dividual, organizational and systems level 
factors related to overdose deaths in the 
county. More information is at winneba-
gocountywi.gov/health. To learn more 
about Solutions Recovery, visit solution-
srecovery.org.

Submitted photo

Megan Edwards and Trevor Fenrich from Solutions Recovery were presented with the 2023 We 
Heart You Celebration of Excellence Award.

Children’s Wisconsin is looking for 
certified therapy dog teams to visit with 
patients and staff at its Fox Valley loca-
tions. Teams must be certified by Pet Part-
ners International or Therapy Dogs Inter-
national. Contact George at gdavis@chw.
org or 920-967-9129.

Fox Valley Literacy has an adult stu-
dent who wants to join their classes but 
needs someone to take care of her 3-year-
old during class. The volunteer will play 
with the child while the mother attends 
her English class in another room at Fox 
Valley Literacy from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednes-
days. Volunteers must be 16 or older. 
Contact Paola at paola@foxvalleylit.org.

Loaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley is 
seeking volunteers to bag to-go meals every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 3 to 4 
p.m. Volunteers must be 18 years old. Fill out 
an application before signing up for shifts. 
Applications can be found at loavesandfish-
esfv.org/volunteer. Contact Sue at staff@
loavesandfishesfv.org or 920-750-0964.   

Make the Ride Happen is seeking vol-
unteers to provide transportation to older 
adults during the week so they can get to 
essential services. Drivers are eligible to re-
ceive 31 cents per mile during their route. 
All passengers are mobile and sit in the rear 
of the vehicle. Contact Jan at rsvp@volun-
teerfoxcities.org or 920-832-9360.

SCORE Fox Cities is looking for experi-
enced professionals to be mentors for small 
business owners and entrepreneurs. Men-
tor training provided. Learn more at score.
org/foxcities/volunteer or contact Monica 
at monica.duebbert@scorevolunteer.org.

St. Vincent de Paul Neenah/Menasha 
is looking for donation sorters. Volunteers 
must be 16 or older. Minimum shift length 
is two to three hours. Contact Ana at vol-
unteercoordinator@svdpneenah.com. 

ThedaCare At Home is seeking veter-
ans to support veterans and families on 
ThedaCare’s hospice service. Activities 
could include administrative/clerical 
tasks, veteran recognition and support, 
socialization, companionship and sup-
portive presence. Volunteers must be 18 
or older. Contact Shana at shana.farrell@
thedacare.org or 920-422-7583.

Covey is seeking individuals with a 
strong accounting, finance or investment 
background to join the finance committee. 
Meetings are scheduled for about an hour 
on a quarterly basis during normal business 
hours and can be attended remotely. Con-
tact Pam at pschutz@covey.org.

Girl Scouts of the Northwestern 
Great Lakes is looking for troop leaders 
and assistant troop leaders. When you 
embrace leadership in all forms and show 
girls what it means to be resilient, they 
learn to lead on their own terms. That 
is the power of being a Girl Scout troop 
leader. Contact Kinate at skinate@gsnwgl.
org or 920-955-3356.

Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for 
Humanity is seeking volunteers to join 
the Senior Crew, an elite group of core 
volunteers who commit to a somewhat 
regular, yet flexible, schedule. For more 
information, contact Angie at angied@
foxcitieshabitat.org or 920-544-7856.

Volunteer needs
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auditions:  jan. 22|4-6 p.m.
Rehearsals: Jan. 22-26 | 4-8:15 p.m.
Performances: Jan. 27 | 3 & 7:00 p.m.

January 2024 at

PIANO MEN II:
STILL ROCK 'N ROLL TO ME

starring Jim Witter

THE ULTIMATE
STEELY DAN

TRIBUTE
PRESENTED BY

STEELY DANE, LLC.

STARRING OVER 50 LOCAL STUDENTS!

BOX OFFICE hours: M-F
11:30 AM-5:00 PM

920-424-2350
TheGrandOshkosh.org

gin cocktail. Peters walked her home from 
the bar. 

“Then I couldn’t get rid of him,” she 
quipped. “Well … eventually he died.” 

Peters was forced to quit her job at Gil-
bert Paper after she married. 

“They didn’t want any pregnant women 
coming in to work there at Gilbert. Wom-
en had to quit if they got married,” she ex-
plained. 

Peters took another job at Ann’s Gifts 
located at the corner of Commercial and 
Division streets. 

“It was right across from Galloway,” she 
recalled. “That was lots of fun. I got to talk 
to so many people.”

The couple went on to have twin daugh-
ters, one of whom died during the COVID 
pandemic. 

“I think she got it,” said Peters. “She 
coughed herself to death.” Her surviving 
daughter, Susan, lives near Milwaukee. 

“She doesn’t like to drive,” Peters said, 
“but we talk nearly every day. And she 
sends me packages with lots of sweets. I 
love candy and sweets.”

Martha Siebers, Peters’ longtime caregiv-
er, attests to that. 

“I’ve seen her fridge,” she said. “Lots of 
sweets and especially pie.” 

A recent 106th birthday party for Peters 
saw about 20 Valley VNA and First Pres-
byterian friends join in the celebration and 
the confections. 

“There were two cakes,” Peters ex-
claimed. “I don’t know why I don’t seem to 
gain weight. I weigh 97 or 98 pounds, but I 
eat all the sweets.” 

Siebers said Peters has always been kind 
to everyone she meets. 

“She was very active with church activ-
ities at First Presbyterian for many years,” 
Siebers said, “and her knitting – scarves, 
hats and blankets – went wherever she saw 
a need.”

“I made a hat for the maintenance man,” 
Peters noted, along with dishcloths for staff 
and winter hats for their children. She even 
reused old furs, turning them into teddy 
bears. 

These days Peters enjoys her daily ap-
pointment viewing of “Wheel of Fortune” 
and lunches with Siebers. 

“We used to go out when she was a little 
more mobile,” Siebers said. “These days I’ll 
go to McDonald’s and get the nuggets, or 
Culver’s. Sometimes I’ll pick up Chinese 
for something different.”

“I like shrimp,” chimes Peters. 
As the year draws to a close, Peters still 

can’t figure out exactly why she’s lasted so 
long but attributes most of it to friendship. 
It’s at the top of her list of what’s needed 
for a happy life. Not a fan of technology, 
she believes that life was better before peo-
ple spent so much time on computers and 
phones. 

“There were things to do, people got 
together,” she said. “It was more fun with 
things like bowling and games and lots of 
activities with friends.” 

Siebers concurs. “Erma has so many 
friends. We can’t get a foot down the hall-
way without ‘Hi Erma, how are you Erma’ 
from everyone who sees her.” 

“Make lots of friends,” Peters advised, 
then added with a grin. “And have some 
shrimp.”

Birthday party
from Page 1

Larsen Road project to get public airing
The Town of Neenah is hosting an in-

formational open house fromt 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday at Town Hall, 1600 
Breezewood Lane, to share design plans 
for Larsen Road reconstruction sched-
uled for 2025.

There will be a presentation at 6 p.m. 
with a general overview of the project. 
Design plans for road reconstruction and 
stormwater management will be available 
for review with town officials, staff and en-
gineers available to answer questions.

Plaza Globe & Coffee photo

Putting 2023 on ice
The Plaza ice rink in downtown Neenah hosted a New Year’s Eve party for people of 
all ages with an early ball drop and ice skating games. 
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By Steve Clark
Neenah News

A high school swim meet is loud and 
generally filled with a lot commotion and 
action.

From the swimmers in the pool splash-
ing around, to teammates on the deck 
shouting encouragement with even coach-
es walking the edges of the pools shouting 
instructions, it’s the kind of setting where 
it’s more chaos than calm. 

Neenah High School senior Braden 
Louden is the exact opposite of the sport 
he thrives in. He is quiet and polite when 
answering questions with body language 
that looks more library than swimming 
pool. 

Even during meets, Neenah head coach 
Carrie Raeth said Louden is as calm and 
laid back as they come. Until he actually 
gets in the pool. 

“In the pool, he’s got some really good 
skills, but outside the water he is just calm,” 
Raeth said. “He brings a sense of calmness 
to his teammates and has found a good bal-
ance so that he is always ready to compete. 
He has figured it out.” 

Louden, one of the captains of this year’s 
squad, said that being one of the returning 
swimmers does push him into more of a 
leadership role. 

But just because he’s not the one yelling 
and screaming in the locker room and team 
huddles, doesn’t mean he is not setting a 
certain tone for the team. 

“I think a lot of it is just to get everyone 

to connect well and just have fun togeth-
er,” Louden said. “Being a senior, it’s a little 
bump up in responsibility and I had to step 
up into big shoes to fill.

“But (this season is) honestly a blast. I 
enjoy coming to practice every day, hang-
ing out with these guys and getting better.”

Being in the pool has always been about 
having fun for Louden, starting in third 
grade when he first started swimming with 
a club team.

“At the younger ages, some took it more 
serious than others. I was there more for 
fun and to stay in shape. I just enjoyed be-
ing in the water,” Louden said. “Now, I still 
like having fun but now it’s also about get-
ting better.”

Louden has not only emerged as a leader 
for this year’s squad but also has become 
one of the team’s more consistent swim-
mers. 

He regularly fills spots on the Rocket re-
lays, while settling on the 100-yard butter-
fly as his main event.

“To swim butterfly you have to make 
sure you have good form,” Louden said. 
“You have to get a rhythm going with the 
butterfly. Butterfly is the most tiring stroke, 
so if you are not being efficient you will get 

tired out pretty quickly. You will get worn 
out before you finish.”

Although exposed to the stroke at differ-
ent levels as most swimmers are, Louden 
was somewhat thrust into competing in it 
late last season. 

Neenah had a strong 200-yard medley 
relay but lost their butterfly swimmer to in-
jury. In stepped Louden and the foursome 
– along with Drew Gaerthofner, Tanner 
Trustem and Joshua Youngwerth – quali-
fied for the state meet where it finished 15th. 

“I had to step in and it was a little bit 
scary,” Louden said. “(Going to state) was a 
lot of fun. A really cool trip and it was fun to 
see a bunch of fast guys. It was a really good 
experience.”

Louden said there is a definite difference 
in the mindset between swimming on re-
lays and individual events. 

“I think there is a little more pressure 
(swimming relays) because I don’t want to 
let down my teammates,” Louden said. “As 

an individual, if you don’t do well it sucks, 
but it is just affecting you. In a relay, if you 
mess up you have three other people that 
are hurt, too.”

Louden is eyeing a return trip to the state 
meet later this winter and Neenah is once 
again likely to send a strong contingent to 
compete at the Waukesha South Natatori-
um. 

Being well represented at a state meet is 
part of the tradition of the Neenah program 
and that is something that Louden is mind-
ful of. 

“It is definitely a cool feeling that we have 
a history of success,” Louden said. “That 
helps us because we know we have to work 
hard to live up to the past. We want to show 
the alumni that we are working hard and 
living up to their legacy.”

One things swimmers need to compete 
is plenty of fuel and Louden, who also runs 

Senior Standout is brought to you by:

Calm, cool Louden making plenty of noise for Rockets
Senior Standout

Neenah News

Braden Louden brings a quiet demeanor to the Neenah High School swimming and diving 
team, but his performance and leadership make plenty of noise.

HARDWARE
516 N Commercial St • Neenah, WI 54956

920-722-1113 • acehardware.com

HARDWARE

Ripped
screens?
We can
fix that!

See Senior Standout on Page 15
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connects textbook lessons with real-life experiences
gives students knowledge of current local events
provides students with research material for required coursework
shows students how elections work in your town
reports the excitement of local sports and student events
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•
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Neenah girls fall in overtime to Hortonville
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Down the stretch in close games, execu-
tion is so important. 

Neenah made some big shots. The 
Rockets got some important stops on de-
fense. But the overall execution fell a lit-
tle short for Neenah head girls basketball 
coach Andy Braunel. 

“We felt like down the stretch and into 
overtime, we looked a little flustered a 
couple of times and turned the ball over 
in some situations that we typically don’t,” 
Braunel said after a 62-60 overtime loss to 
Hortonville in a matchup of state-ranked 
teams on Tuesday. “It was a learning op-
portunity for us. There are things we need 
to do better as coaches in getting them 
ready for those in-game situations and 
that’s something we have to keep getting 
better with.”

Leading 48-45 with less than two min-
utes to play, second-ranked Neenah would 
commit turnovers on three of its final four 
possessions of regulation, including one 
off an inbound pass after a Hortonville 
made basket that allowed the Polar Bears 
to take a 49-48 lead. 

Allie Ziebell answered with a 3-point-
er with 1:02 remaining to boost Neenah 
back in front before Hortonville knotted 
the score at 51 with 38 seconds left. The 
Rockets called a timeout on the next pos-
session with about 12 seconds left, but 
turned the ball over on an errant pass try-
ing to get the ball back in play. 

Hortonville, which was ranked seventh 
in last week’s Division 1 poll, had two 
shots to win it in the closing seconds. 
However, the Rockets came up strong de-
fensively and the game went to overtime. 

“I think down the stretch we had some 
big turnovers,” Ziebell said. “We didn’t 
have a ton, but we had some big ones that 
really defined the game.”

Ziebell’s jumper about 30 seconds into 
overtime tied the game at 53, but Hor-
tonville hit a 3-pointer on its next posses-

sion and led the rest of the way, despite 
making just 6-of-12 free throws in the 
final 2:30. 

Ziebell hit two free throws with eight 
seconds left and then drained a 3-pointer 
with a little less than a second to play to 
close the final margin.

Ziebell finished with 24 points and at 
least seven assists in the game, while Ellie 
Buss added 11 and Rowan Klesmit fin-
ished with nine. 

Neenah also got a lift from senior re-
serve Kayla White, who knocked down 
two jumpers in the final five minutes to 
keep the Rockets in the lead,.

“(Kayla) knocked down some big shots. 
She’s a kid we know we can count on in 
those situations,” Braunel said. “She’s im-
proved so much that we trust her in those 
situations.”

Amaya Jones also had her strongest 
game of the season providing an inside 
presence for the Rockets as she contin-
ues to return from a knee injury suffered 
last season, while senior Rachel Dietrich 
spearheaded the defensive charge for 
Neenah. 

“The team effort was awesome,” Zie-
bell said. “I think we really stepped it up 
in practice and just over the course of the 
couple of tough games we had, we’ve been 
trying to learn through those situations 
and grow.”

Braunel also hopes to see his team learn 
from the loss moving forward. 

“Give credit to Hortonville, they have 
an incredible team,” Braunel said. “We 
told the girls afterwards that it is a loss 
but it only becomes a defeat if you repeat 
those mistakes. If you learn from it, that’s 
what we want to see.”  

3175 Atlas Ave., Oshkosh WI 54904
920-303-9380

info@sheaelectricllc.com
www.sheaelectricllc.com

YOUR BUSINESS SUCCESS
DEPENDS ON A SOLID AND
STRUCTURED CONNECTION

Business communication networks including data cabling systems, fiber optic cable
installation, computer room design/build and custom systems result in greater organization
and lowers down-time. You need reliable and speedy networks. We can help you integrate
to increase efficiency and reliability.

Connect with Shea Electric & Communications today for a free consultation!

Neenah News

Neenah’s Ellie Buss (3) drives along the baseline in the second half of Tuesday’s FVA show-
down against Hortonville.

Neenah News

Neenah’s Rowan Klesmit (11) tries to put a 
shot over Hortonville’s MiKayla Werner in 
the first half on Tuesday.
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INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

CROISSANTS

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissant

Neenah, WINeenah, WI
www.loveofcroissants.comwww.loveofcroissants.com

instagram@LoveofCroissantsinstagram@LoveofCroissants
Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.comLoveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com
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Go Green with
Elizabeth Lee Franzen
and get the harmful

chemicals out of your home
with products from Norwex!

Scan to view newest
catalog of home
essentials!

Call or email me for my
personal recommendations:

gogreenwithbeth@yahoo.com
920-279-1233

LOCAL NORWEX ADVISOR

STAIR LIFTS

Indoor/Outdoor Stair Lifts
Mobility Scooters

Free In-Home Estimates!

920-257-6060
2140 American Dr, Neenah
www.allaboutaccess.com

FAMILY OWNED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Siding
without the
Quacks

Seamless Steel Siding
Custom cut at

your location for perfect fit.
No splices -- no dirt, mold,

mildew or moisture

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Shelf Organization
• Lighting Solutions

• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems
• Much More

Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured

Prep sports roundup
BOYS BASKETBALL

Zephyrs post two wins at 
Holy Buckets tourney

St. Mary Catholic earned a pair of vic-
tories to claim the title at the annual Holy 
Buckets Holiday Classic hosted by Ron-
calli this season. 

The Zephyrs topped St. Mary’s Springs, 
84-44, in the first game of the tournament, 
jumping out to a 42-19 lead at halftime. 
Preston Fields registered a triple-double 
in the win finishing with 11 points, 10 re-
bounds and 12 assists in the win. 

Fisher Mackenzie knocked down seven 
3-pointers and finished with 30 points, 
while Braeden Brenn added 22 points and 
19 rebounds. 

The Zephyrs then edged Roncalli 64-60 
in the title game, getting 21 points and 12 
rebounds from Brenn. Mackenzie added 
17 points and Noah Czarneski added 10 
points. 

Rockets suffer close  
loss to Hortonville

Neenah outscored the Polar Bears in the 
second half but fell just short of the win on 
the road, losing to Hortonville, 84-82, in a 
Fox Valley Association game on Tuesday.

Charlie Wunderlich led Neenah with a 
career-high 27 points and was one of three 
players in double figures for the Rockets.

Justin Janssen finished with 14, while 
Brady Corso chipped in 13 for Neenah, 

which trailed 40-36 at halftime. Joey Daun 
also added nine points in the loss.

The Rockets were coming off a 79-50 
loss to powerhouse Wisconsin Lutheran 
over the holiday break.

Corso hit six 3-pointers and finished 
with 28 points to lead the Rockets, but 
was the lone player in double figures for 
Neenah. Wunderlich was the next highest 
scorer with six.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Rockets pick up win  
over Monona Grove

Allie Ziebell finished with 39 points and 
nine rebounds and the Rockets combined 
for 11 3-pointers on a 77-69 win over 
Monona Grove at Justagame Field House 
last week, 

Rowen Klesmit added 21 points for the 
Rockets, who led 36-26 at halftime. 

Zephyrs win two games at 
Green Bay Preble tourney

St. Mary Catholic extended its win 
streak to start the season to 11 games with 
wins over Mosinee (57-28) and Oshkosh 
North (61-40) at the Green Bay Preble 
Holiday Tournament last week. 

Nolie Anderson finished with 18 points 
and 14 rebounds to lead the Zephyrs 
against Mosinee, while Audrey Norville 
chipped in 15 points. The Zephyrs led by 
just six points at halftime before outscor-
ing Mosinee 32-9 in the second half. 

In the win over Oshkosh North, St. 
Mary Catholic again pulled away with a 
strong second half outscoring the Spar-
tans 37-19 after halftime. 

Norville led four players in double fig-
ures with 22 points, while Lauren Ripley 
finished with 12 points and Emily Vogel 
and Anderson each had 10. Anderson also 
finished with 13 rebounds.
SWIMMING

Neenah tops Oshkosh 
West in FVA dual meet

Drew Gaerthofner and Braden Louden 
each won two events and Neenah posted a 
pair of 1-2-3 finishes in a 122-54 win over 
Oshkosh West in a Fox Valley Association 
dual meet.

Gaerthofner won both the 200-yard 
freestyle and the 100-yard backstroke, 
while Louden finished first in the 500-yard 
freestyle and the 100-yard backstroke. 

Both swimmers led the way on a 1-2-3 
finish for Neenah. Gaerthofner was fol-
lowed by Burke Wendell and Rylan Men-
doza in the 100-yard backstroke, while 
it was Louden, Joshua Youngwerth and 
Liam Siek in the 500-yard freestyle.

Tanner Trustem picked up a win in the 
200-yard individual medley and added 
a second place in the 100-yard freestyle, 
while Julian Kuehn finished first in the 
100-yard butterfly and was second in the 
50-yard freestyle.

Kyle Joneson also added a victory by 
taking first in diving.

Neenah also finished first in all three 
relays at the meet. Trustem. Louden, 
Kuehn and Youngwerth won the 200-
yard medley relay; Gaerthofner, Trust-
em, Ryker Zarda and Louden won the 
200-yard freestyle relay; and Kuehn, 
Youngwerth, Gdeon Benner and Gaer-
thofner won the 400-yard freestyle re-
lay.
BOYS WRESTLING

Herm leads Rockets at 
On The Water

Jacob Herm put on an impressive dis-
play to claim an individual title and lead 
Neenah at the On The Water Classic in 
Oshkosh over the holiday break. 

Herm improved to 23-0 on the season and 
reigned over the 144-pound division over 
the course of the two-day tournament. The 
junior registered two pins among his five 
victories at the tournament and scored a 9-1 
major decision over Oshkosh West’s Edwyn 
Schroeder in the championship match.

The Rockets also had a pair of third-
place finishes on the day. 

Freshman Landen Sheppard finished 
6-1 with three pins at 132 pounds and 
knocked off Hortonville’s Cash Bot-
ting, 3-1, in the third-place match. 
Sophomore Declan Koch followed that 
up by taking third at 138 pounds, post-
ing a 5-1 mark, including three pins, 
and beat Sugar River’s Mason Mau by 
an 8-0 major decision in the third-place 
match. 

The only other Rocket to place in the 
tournament was 120-pound senior Eli Ar-
matti, who finished 5-4 to take 12th. 

Kaden Roth (165) picked up four wins, 
while Nate Cleveland (285) had three 
wins, but neither were able to place. 

Neenah finished 10th out of the 70 teams 
in the field. 
GIRLS WRESTLING

Kurszewski leads  
Rockets at Bi-State Classic

Kylee Kurszewski took second place at 
120 pounds to lead Neenah at the Bi-State 
Classic Tournament last week. 

Kurszewski finished 4-1 with three pins 
on the day, falling to La Crosse Logan’s 
Amelia Adams in the title match. 

Amari Richard finished fifth at 126 
pounds, posting a 5-1 records with four 
pins. Joelle Reay (107) took seventh, 
while Ashlynn Scheidermayer (114), Ava 
Armatti (138) and Janet Soto (145) each 
took eighth. 

The Rockets finished in a three-way tie 

See Prep roundup on Page 15
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A&P Technician /  
Avionics Technician

NewView Technologies, Inc. Appleton 
/ Oshkosh airport locations. Monday - 
Friday, 8 - 4:30, bruce@newviewtech.
com or text 920-420-4496 for details.

First UMC Neenah-Menasha is seeking 
a part-time Director of Christian 

Education. For more information, email 
firstumc@fumcnm.org or call  

920-725-0166. 

First UMC Neenah-Menasha is seeking a 
part-time nursery staff for Wednesday 
evenings. For more information, email 

firstumc@fumcnm.org or call  
920-725-0166. 

AKC CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL 
PUPS  dews/shots/vet/worm ready to go! 
$900 715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522 

(WCAN)

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS Shots/Wormed/
VetChkd Can Dlvr $300-$400 715-255-2661 

(#269146)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local 414-520-1612

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

FOR SALE MINI BERNESE CHRISTMAS 
PUPPIES  shots Price reduced $600  

608-396-1374

FOR SALE: YELLOW LAB PUPPIES Ready 
Now! cute and playful! $250 715-229-2630

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, we’re waiving all 

installation costs! Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary be dealer. Offer 
ends 12/31/23  1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-allergenic, Non-
shed, shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;  

PUREBRED REG COCKER SPANIEL PUPPIES 
715-758-2433

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS Will be 20 
pounds. Cute and Cuddly. 715-409-0533

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 7-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase*. Call 1-877-626-1009 

today to schedule a free quote. it’s not just a 
generator. Its a power move. (WCAN)

PUREBRED GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS 
Shots/Wormed, Vet Ckd M-$300, F-$350 cash 

only 715-267-6370 No Sunday Calls

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material, steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% OFF Installation + Add’l 

10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments & No Interest for 18 months for 

customers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. Call today! 

1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW 
SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-486-1616

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to ofer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Obituaries
William F. Denney 

William Francis Denney, 90, of Osh-
kosh, Wisconsin, passed away peacefully 

at home in his favorite 
chair on December 
22, 2023.

William, or Bill as 
he was more com-
monly known, was 
born on October 12, 
1933, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, to Tony 

and Mary (Foley) Denney. The youngest 
of two children, he graduated from the 
Portsmouth Abbey School in Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island, in 1952 and matriculated 
to the Wharton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania. During summers in col-
lege he lifeguarded on the Atlantic Ocean 
in Cape May, New Jersey, a location that 
would remain special to him his entire life. 
Upon graduating from the Wharton School 
in 1956 he was drafted into the U.S. Army 
and earned a commission as a second lieu-
tenant. Among his experiences in the Army 
was a trip behind the Iron Curtain.

Upon leaving the Army he opted to ac-
cept a position on the oil tanker SS Penn-

sylvania Sun. While on the Pennsylvania 
Sun he transited the Suez Canal and visit-
ed ports across the world such as Bombay 
(Mumbai), India. In 1960, while on leave 
in Cape May, he met Sheila Kelly. He nev-
er returned to the tanker and on June 3, 
1961, they were married. He would settle 
into the more traditional field of account-
ing and worked for the Amstar Corpora-
tion in New York City while residing in 
Yardley, Pennsylvania.

In 1970 he was offered a position with 
a subsidiary of Amstar, the Hoffmaster 
Corporation, in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. He 
rose to Vice President of Finance at Hoff-
master, a position he retained until the 
early 1980s. Later he accepted a position 
with the Plexus Corporation in Neenah, 
Wisconsin, where he served as Controller, 
Vice President, and Treasurer until his re-
tirement in late 1999.

During retirement he embarked on two 
tiger cruises on the USS Nimitz and USS 
Peleliu with his cousin Captain Francis 
Foley, chaplain. The excursions brought 
back fond memories of his time in the mil-
itary and on the seas, while allowing him 
to develop a wonderful relationship with 

Francis. He and Sheila also discovered 
Sanibel, Florida, and spent a portion of 
many winters there. They developed many 
great Sanibel friendships and loved hav-
ing visitors. Early falls were spent in Cape 
May Point, New Jersey, with visits from 
family near and far.

One of his proudest accomplishments is 
his role in the growth of St. Raphael’s the 
Archangel Catholic Church in Oshkosh. 
He and the family joined the church, then 
known as Good Samaritan, in one of its 
first masses in 1971. In numerous roles he 
contributed to leading the mission church 
to parish status and eventually the build-
ing of two churches.

One of his greatest pastimes was the 
Green Bay Packers. Ironically, as a Phil-
adelphia Eagles fan in 1960 he saw his 
Eagles beat the Lombardi-coached Pack-
ers in the NFL Championship game at 
Philadelphia’s Franklin Field. Little did he 
know that just ten years later his conver-
sion to Packer fan would begin. He was 
known for strongly expressing his opin-
ions during games. In 1997 he and his 
three sons watched the Packers win the 
NFC Championship from the stands at 
Lambeau Field.

His greatest joy was his family and 
spending time with his wife, sons, grand-

sons, and great-grandchildren. He was af-
fectionately referred to as G-Dawg by his 
great-grandchildren. With the entire fam-
ily together, he celebrated his 90th birth-
day this past October.

He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Tony and Mary Denney, and sister Peggy 
Denney Cancelmo. He is survived by his 
loving wife of 62 years, Sheila; his children 
William (Karen), Drew, and Christopher; 
grandsons Thomas (Kathryn) and Peter 
(Samantha); and great-grandchildren Ad-
die, Alex, Will, Emily, Noah, Finley, and 
Charlie.

Services were held on January 4, 2024, 
at St. Raphael’s the Archangel Catholic 
Church in Oshkosh at 11:00 a.m. with The 
Most Reverend Daniel Felton presiding 
with concelebrants Father Tom Long and 
Father Francis Foley. Visitation is sched-
uled between 9:30 a.m. until shortly before 
the service. In lieu of flowers, donations 
to St. Raphael’s the Archangel Catholic 
Church, 830 South Westhaven Drive, Os-
hkosh Wisconsin 54904, are appreciated.

You will be missed, but never forgotten. 
In time, we shall see you again. A grateful 
family loves you…Godspeed. 

cross country and track for Neenah, said he 
certainly likes to load up on energy – even 
if he has to cook it himself.

“I like to eat a lot,” Louden said. “If I don’t 
feel too lazy, I will cook and I like to make 
fried rice with just about any kind of meat.” 

Cooking and swimming are two things 
that anyone can use over the course of 
a lifetime and Louden figures he will be 

around pools even when he gets older.
But the sport has also taught him some 

valuable lessons and those he can take with 
him for the rest of his life as well. 

“Discipline. It’s hard when you wake up 
5 in the morning to go to swim practice 
and you don’t feel like working hard, but 
you still have to work hard,” said Lourden, 
who was unsure if he will continue to swim 
competitively in college. “Even when you 
don’t feel like doing things, you still have to 
work hard and I think that has helped me 
with a lot of things in life.”

Senior Standout
from Page 12

for sixth among the 56 teams in the field.
HOCKEY

Rockets finish 2-1 as  
holiday tournament hosts

Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha went 
2-1 in three games at their own holiday 
tournament last week, posting wins over 

Tomahawk (5-1) and Eau Claire North 
(6-1), while falling to Bay Port (3-1).

Ben Carey was the leading scorer for the 
Rockets in the three games, totaling two 
goals and four assists. 

Ty Laabs, Ryan Johnson and Cartyr Si-
monsen each added two goals in the three 
games, while Laabs and Mark Sutton each 
finished with two assists. 

John Horneck was in goal for the Rock-
ets against Tomahawk, while Owen Deb-
bert got the win in net against Eau Claire 
North.

Prep roundup
from Page 14
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Write at least two facts and two 
opinions about bears.

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

Look through the 
newspaper and find 
five adjectives that 

describe a polar bear. 
Then find five verbs 
that describe how a 
polar bear moves. 
Write one or more 
sentences about a 

polar bear using your 
adjectives and verbs.

Verbs and
Adjectives

0°

10°C

20°C

30°C

-20°C

-10°C

-30°C

-40°C

-50°C

Big and white, fluffy and furry, these are adjectives that describe a polar bear!
Can you think of other adjectives that would describe this animal?

Polar bears love 
�sh! How many 

�sh can you catch 
on this page?

Polar bears live on ice near the North Pole in the 
Arctic, which is covered in ice and surrounded by 

very cold water. But that doesn’t bother a polar bear. 

In each box, write the letter that comes before the 
letter at the bottom of each box to find a couple of 

cool ways these fluffy fellows stay warm.

Polar bears have two types of fur: 
long oily guard hairs and short 
insulating hairs. 

The long, oily guard hairs are tiny, 
hollow tubes that trap warmth and 
hold it close to the skin. Their oily 
surface keeps polar bears dry.

Under the guard hairs is a layer of dense, short, soft hairs that 
trap heat close to the skin, like thermal underwear.

Polar bear paws can grow to be 
12 inches across (31 centimeters) 
and help distribute weight when 
treading on thin ice. 

When swimming, their broad 
forepaws act like large paddles 
and the hind paws serve as 
rudders for steering.

Black footpads on the bottom of each paw are 
covered by small, soft bumps known as papillae. 
Papillae grip the ice and keep the bear from 
slipping. Tufts of fur between their toes and 
footpads may help with purchase as well 
as can their claws.

What’s another 
name for a polar 

bear’s layer of fat? 
The letters along 

the correct ice path 
reveal the answer.

guard hairs

dense, short fur

skin

Write the answer here:

Very Special Fur

Each hair shaft is transparent 
with a hollow core that scatters 
         and re�ects visible light, 
          much like what happens 
           with ice and snow, giving it 
            a bright white appearance.
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In January, the average 
temperature in the Arctic 

ranges from a chilly 
0°C to -34°C (32°F to -40°F).

In July, the average temperature 
range is from –10°C to 10 °C 

(14°F to 50 °F).

Color the graph to show the 
temperature range in each 

month using Celsius.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

These statements are either all true or all false. Check your 
answers by adding up the numbers next to each of your 

answers. If the total is 33, you’ve got it right!

Polar bear young 

are called cubs.

Polar bear skin is black. 

A polar bear’s nose can smell a seal on the ice 20 miles away!

Polar bear cubs 
are born without 
hair and are blind 

and deaf.

A polar bear starts its life in a den or ice 

_________ that its mother _______ into 

the snow. The den protects the mother 

and the cubs from _________, cold and 

predators. The den stays warm inside as 

heat from the mother bear warms the 

tight ___________ and the frozen walls 

trap the warm air.

A polar bear cub weighs only about one 

__________ when it is born and are 

about 12 to 14 inches long.

These little guys grow up to be BIG. A 

male polar bear can grow to be 1,200 

pounds. A female about 650 pounds.

They start to get ________ at about 

eight weeks. They stay in the den 

drinking mama bear’s nutritious milk 

for about three to four ___________.

Young polar bears stay with their 

mothers until they are around 30 

months old. By then, they have learned 

how to ____________ in the cold and 

find food on their own.

This little cub has taken some of the words out of 
this article. Can you �nd where each one belongs? 

Have a parent check your work.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Oshkosh Herald & Neenah News provide FREE weekly
newspapers to local classrooms in
the OASD & NJSD because:

According to Newspapers in Education, students
who participateeeed in NIE groups performed
significantly beeeetter in spelling and vocabulary
than nonreaderrrrs.Additional studies have indicated
that students wwwwho use newspapers in the
classroom perfffform better on standardized reading
tests than those who do not use newspapers in
class.

Join Kid Scoop today!
Call 920-385-4512

• Local newspapers play vital roles in communities
across the globe.
• Local newspapers keep readers up-to-date on their
own communities.
• Local newspapers benefit nearby businesses.
• Local newspapers can strengthen communities.
• Local newspapers can benefit children.


