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We take TOUGH cases.

Health officials warn respiratory illnesses in full swing
By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

Cases of COVID-19 and other respira-
tory illnesses have been rising with health 
professionals and officials advising peo-
ple to stay up to date on vaccinations to 
keep themselves and those around them 
healthy during this high illness season.

Respiratory illness season usually lasts 
from October to March. Most years this 
involves colds, influenza and RSV but re-
cently has included an uptick in COVID. 
Winnebago County public health officials 
have noted a spike in COVID cases since 
October.

The Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services is also encouraging pregnant 
women to get the RSV 
vaccine if available to 
them. Last week DHS 
officials said the RSV 
vaccine can help pro-
tect babies from the ill-
ness up to six months 
after they are born.

Health director 
Doug Gieryn said the 
county uses hospital-
ization data along with wastewater mon-
itoring to gauge the level of the COVID 

virus in the community. COVID can be 
detected in feces and health officials mon-
itor wastewater treatment facilities to get 
a grasp on the levels present. The depart-
ment can also track outbreaks of the virus 
in long-term care facilities.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
reported during late fall and early winter 
that RSV cases were continuing to rise. 
The CDC recommended people get vac-
cines for COVID-19, RSV and influenza 
around the holiday season but reported 
vaccination numbers have remained low.

As cases of COVID rise in Winneba-
go County, RSV and influenza have also 

risen. ThedaCare pediatrician Dr. Abby 
Smolcich said the best way to avoid get-
ting sick is to stay up to date on vaccines.

“Getting the vaccines is a great way to 
protect yourself and protect the people 
around you,” Smolcich said. “It also helps 
protect the people around you who may 
not be able to get the vaccine, like those 
with those that are immunocompro-
mised.”

She said that since respiratory illness 
season will last a few more months, there 
is time to get the vaccines.

Smolcich

Photo by Michael Cooney

Keeping up with winter
One of Winnebago County’s 40 snowplow crews take on a rural road last weekend 
after a major snowstorm and trailing cold front created problems for travelers 
statewide. Highway commissioner Bob Doemel said state roads get priority from 
county crews who work at all hours while also serving towns and municipalities to 
get secondary roads salted and cleared.

Sober living, housing  
projects get county help
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

The Winnebago County Board of Super-
visors approved the use of $1.5 million in 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds 
for nonprofit organizations Tuesday and 
sent one application back to committee 
over transparency concerns.

Government organizations, nonprofits 
and businesses seeking ARPA funding sub-
mitted applications last year that were eval-
uated by the county’s ARPA Commission. 
Applications that meet the county’s criteria 
for the funds are advanced to the board for 
a final vote. 

Tuesday’s allocations follow $3.4 million 
earmarked for nonprofits and county de-
partments last month, as the board moves 
forward on dispersing $33 million in feder-
al dollars, which must be appropriated by 
the end of this year and spent by the end 
of 2026. An additional $3 million in ARPA 
dollars are being dispersed equally among 
each of the 21 municipalities or towns pri-
marily located within Winnebago County.

Last March, the board approved creation 
of a “Spirit Fund” for the ARPA dollars, 
with the funding divided into county gov-
ernment projects and government identi-
fied projects. 

Although initial plans for the ARPA 
funds included allocating about $8 million 
to nonprofit organizations, that proposal 
was voted down by the board. The non-

ARPA funds 
OK’d for 
nonprofits

See Respiratory cases on Page 4

See ARPA funding on Page 8
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PLUMBING ON THE ROCKS?
CALL J. COX!

Neenah Historical Society photo

19th century skating
A local group ice skates on the frozen lake in this photo circa 1898.

Drug safety vending machines denied
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Medication and test strips with the po-
tential to save lives won’t be available in 
vending machines in Winnebago County 
after a proposal to accept an $80,000 grant 
to fund them failed to pass the Board of 
Supervisors by the majority required.

About 60 harm-reduction vending ma-
chines have been placed throughout the 
state using Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services grant funding, but none 
in Winnebago County. The machines are 
stocked with naloxone (brand name Nar-
can), which reverses opioid overdoses.

They also carry fentanyl test strips, De-
terra drug deactivation systems and edu-
cational materials such as treatment and 
recovery information. The machines are 
climate controlled, monitored with an 
internet connection and require a user to 
obtain a code for access.

The health department, human services 
and district attorney’s office applied for 
funding for the machines last year. The 
process stalled after county medical exam-
iner Cheryl Brehmer spoke at the August 
meeting, stating she’s concerned about 
the health department providing drug us-
ers with supplies that facilitate use and the 
county should be focusing on providing 
access to treatment resources. 

Health director Doug Gieryn noted that 
having clean materials prevents the spread 
of disease from one drug user to another 
when sharing supplies. The resolution was 
subsequently altered to take up Brehmer’s 
concerns and note that hypodermic sy-
ringes, needles and other objects used for 
injecting substances are prohibited from 
the inventories of the vending machines. 

The resolution was also updated to note 
that other public health materials such as 
CPR masks, hats, gloves, water and food 
may be included in the vending machine 
with the approval of the county executive.

Brehmer clarified at Tuesday’s meeting 
that she spoke in support of Narcan or nal-
oxone and fentanyl test strips but against 
the county’s public harm reduction pro-
gram providing users with intravenous 
supplies with concern that those supplies 
would be placed in the machines. 

“Today I stand in support of the vend-
ing machines with the stipulation that 
supplies are limited to opioid antagonists, 
substance testing strips, substance de-

activation materials such as Deterra kits 
and that the machines continue to carry 
a strong message of available recovery re-
sources,” she said.

Brehmer confirmed that 44 people fatal-
ly overdosed in the county in 2023, with 
the final total expected to sit at 48 deaths 
after four pending toxicology reports are 
completed. That exceeds Winnebago 
County’s greatest number of overdose fa-
talities on record in 2021 with 41 deaths.   

The resolution to accept the funds nar-
rowly passed the Personnel and Finance 
Committee earlier this month 3-2; with 
District 7 Supervisor Betsy Ellenberger 
and District 9 Supervisor Donald Nuss-
baum voting against.

Ellenberger said she won’t support the 
machines because of the proposed loca-
tions, with one about a block from the 
Neenah-Menasha YMCA; and the other 
about a half-mile from the Oshkosh Com-
munity YMCA. She said the grant funds 
should be used elsewhere. 

Gieryn noted the funds are specific for 
the vending machines and if the county 
doesn’t use the funds for that purpose the 
state will allocate the money elsewhere.

“Vending machines are one of many 
strategies that are being employed to help 
reduce overdoses and address substance 
use altogether, so it’s part of a comprehen-
sive package of interventions that we hope 
will help reduce deaths in our communi-
ty,” he said.

Nussbaum said he’s against the ma-

chines because Narcan “also enables peo-
ple to feel like drug use is safe.”

Gieryn has repeatedly tried to dispel 
myths about Narcan, which isn’t self-ad-
ministered. He said the prevalence of fen-
tanyl-laced drugs is increasing and Narcan 
is a lifesaving measure.

“There really is no evidence to support 
that people attempt to overdose because 
they have Narcan present,” he said. “Most 
people die because they’re alone and Nar-
can isn’t present.”

Gieryn has stated that friends, family, 
business owners and others in high-risk 
areas are the ones who need the access and 
administer the medication. The health de-
partment encourages calling emergency 
medical services after Narcan is adminis-
tered.

The board deliberated on accepting the 
grant funds for more than an hour during 
Tuesday’s meeting that stretched five 
hours. The proposal failed to pass by the 
two-thirds majority required. Ellenberger, 
Nussbaum, Rachael Dowling, Paul Eisen, 
David Albrecht, Maribeth Gabert, Thom-
as Swan, Conley Hanson, George Bureau, 
Shanah Zastera and Howard Miller voted 
against accepting the grant.

Gieryn said the health department is dis-
appointed the grant wasn’t accepted and 
improving access to Narcan saves lives.

 “We are currently looking into other 
options and working with partners to sup-
port our community and those in need,” 
he said.

Snowmobile safety emphasized as trails open
As Wisconsin receives measurable 

snowfall and many trails are anticipated to 
open for the first time this season, the De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR) is 
reminding snowmobilers to operate with-
in their limits, stay sober and ride only on 
designated trails.

In the early months of 2023, there were 
16 fatal snowmobile crashes, with 10 in-

volving alcohol. Alcohol affects risk per-
ception and reaction time. 

In addition to following ice safety 
rules, the DNR reminds riders to check 
trail conditions ahead of time by con-
tacting the Winnebago County Parks 
Department, local snowmobile clubs 
or viewing Travel Wisconsin’s Snow Re-
port.

Sign up is 
NOW OPEN for 
Neenah Soccer Club
Spring Recreational and 
Spring Academy Soccer
Please visit our website
https://www.neenahsoccerclub.org/

Once there, navigate to 
programs to learn more.
we look forward to seeing 
you on the pitch!

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Shane Zillmer, CFP®, Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Ave, Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150 | shane.zillmer@edwardjones.com

MKT-5894O-A

Can I withdraw funds? Can I convert my 
account? How can I generate income?
Are your retirement accounts following 
your investment strategy?
Call or email me today, and let’s make 
sure you’re still on track.
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*Corsair VIN #5LMCJ2DAXPUL10807, MSRP $54,110; Navigator VIN #5LMJJ2LG7PEL06818, 
MSRP $102,870; Aviator VIN #5LM5J7XC3PGL26851, MSRP $78,395. Must finance with 
Lincoln AFS. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and fees extra. $15.63 per month for 
$1000 borrowed. O�er ends 1/31/2024. 

3.9%
APR

FOR
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MOS.*

2023 Lincoln Corsair Reserve, 
Navigator & Aviator Reserve

BergstromNeenahLincoln.com

2023 Lincoln Nautilus

*VIN 2LMPJ8K98PBL07544. MSRP of $60,060. Must finance with 
Lincoln AFS. To approved credit. Tax, title, license and fees extra. 
$15.60 per $1000 borrowed. O�er ends 1/31/2024. 

+ $2,000 CUSTOMER CASH

3.9%
APR

FOR

72
MOS.*

Bird bankruptcy won’t affect area e-scooter system
Neenah will consider  
its yearlong contract
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Two years after Neenah entered into 
annual agreements with Bird to place 
e-scooters throughout the community, 
the company filed for bankruptcy last 
month, although the city’s service may not 
be impacted.

As of Dec. 20, Bird entered into a fi-
nancial restructuring process by filing for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy. The company’s 
second-lien lenders are providing $25 
million in financing through the process.

According to Bird, the restructuring 
is aimed at strengthening its balance 
sheet, attracting potential new investors 
and better positioning for sustainable 
growth. 

Bird e-scooters are expected to con-
tinue operating during the bankruptcy 
proceedings, which are projected to be 
complete in 90-120 days.

Electric scooters offer a low-carbon 
alternative to personal cars for short dis-
tance trips. Bird is the largest micro-mo-
bility operator in North America. 

“Bird riders have traveled over 300 
million miles globally, offsetting an es-
timated 90 million pounds of carbon 
emissions from avoided car trips, and 
playing a pivotal role in hundreds of 
cities’ sustainability goals while making 
alternative transportation convenient, 
efficient and fun,” according to the Bird 
website.

Bird was valued at $2.5 billion two 
years after being founded in 2017. The 

company reports that since the end of 
2021 it has lost $430 million. 

The company lists between $100 and 
$500 million in debt, with its largest 
creditor being Amazon with a claim of 
$4.8 million. More than 300 municipali-
ties, including Neenah and Menasha, are 
listed as creditors.

Bird landed in Neenah in 2022, with 
25 scooters initially placed, then ex-
panded to 75 last year. Menasha and Fox 
Crossing also approved the scooters at 
least through 2023. 

Users find and ride the two-wheeled 
vehicles using the Bird app on a smart-

phone. Riders must be 18 or older, 
cannot ride on sidewalks in downtown 
Neenah and are prohibited in the park-
ing ramp and skate park. The app des-
ignates preferred parking areas where 
riders can stop and receive a discount on 
their next ride.

Bird uses geofencing to control the 
maximum speed of the scooters at 18 
mph and a maximum of 12 mph on the 
Loop the Little Lake Trail. The scooters 
are maintained by a fleet manager who is 
also responsible for collecting scooters 
discarded outside of the nesting areas. 

Bird reported there were 8,853 to-

tal rides with 20,554 miles traveled in 
Neenah in 2023. That’s a decrease in 
rides of about 20% from 2022.

Community development specialist 
Samantha Jefferson said between now 
and the early part of spring the city will 
be reviewing e-scooter complaint data 
both from Bird and complaints submit-
ted to the city. Few complaints were re-
ported in 2022 and Jefferson said Bird 
was quick to remedy them. 

The city’s memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) with Bird expired Dec. 
31, with officials considering whether to 
approve another year.

“We will also bring together the team 
who originally worked on this project to 
confirm that city staff and external part-
ners would still propose another year-
long extension of this MOU,” Jefferson 
said.

Bird emailed the city regarding its 
bankruptcy proceedings and noted the 
e-scooters will continue operations in 
Neenah as usual, “with the same levels of 
service and safety, without interruption.”

Neenah News

Bird e-scooters landed in Neenah in 2022 and will continue operating despite the company’s 
bankruptcy filing. 

Neenah News

Neenah American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 33 is seeking donations from the 
community to sponsor local students’ 
participation in Badger Girls State at the 
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh taking 
place June 16-21.

Badger Girls State is an annual confer-
ence to develop leadership skills and help 
train future stateswomen in the science of 
government. 

The Neenah Auxiliary typically sends 
four students to Badger Girls each year 
and will soon begin reaching out to local 
high schools to find girls interested in at-
tending this year’s conference as a dele-
gate. 

Auxiliary president Kathie Boyette said 
the students, referred to as citizens, stay 
in dorms and are elected or appointed to 
positions. They create a mock city, county 
and state government and elect officials 
in the same manner as a regular election 
process.  

“All levels of government are discussed 
and they campaign and everything,” 
Boyette said. “It’s not affiliated with any 
political party, but rather the basis and fun 
way to show the principles and process of 
government.”

The cost to attend is $400 per delegate, 
with the Auxiliary seeking donations from 
businesses and community members 
through Jan. 31 to sponsor the students. 
Donations can be made to ALA Unit 33 
by mail to Boyette at 807 Nicolet Blvd., 
Neenah, WI 54956.  

Auxiliary seeks  
donations for  
Badger Girls State



Page 4 x neenahnewsnow.com January 19, 2024

7.99
YOUR CHOICE 
Wild Bird Food 
Choose 10 lb. Black
Oil Sunflower Seed or
20 Ib. Multipurpose Mix. 
Attracts largest variety
of birds. L 106 118;
501272 Packaging may vary.

999 Winneconne Ave. Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 ● www.kruegertruevalue.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

Neenah Parks & Recreation photo

Fun at the park
Washington Park’s annual Winter Festival last Saturday landed in-between a snow-
storm and a cold snap for nice outdoor conditions for families to enjoy activities both 
indoors and outdoors. Fox Communities Credit Union sponsored the event with Neen-
ah’s Parks & Recreation Department. 

Literacy Council expands 
with second office space
Neenah News

The Winnebago Area Literacy Council 
(WALC) opened a second office this week 
– the Winnebago Area Literacy Council 
Learning Center – on the second floor of 
the US Bank Building at 111 N. Main St. 

Since its inception in 1989 by the local 
Altrusa International Club, the WALC has 
been at the center of adult literacy services 
in the Oshkosh community. The demand 
for its free services has experienced a surge 
that has required WALC to double its staff 
and expand program offerings.

The added office provides more space for 
existing staff, allows for future growth, and 
includes two dedicated classroom spaces 
and multiple small group areas.

Events and communications manager 
Wanda Tracy noted the general increase in 
the needs of WALC services in the com-
munity.  

“A significant factor is certainly that 
World Relief has seen a sizable increase in 
the number of refugees being resettled in 
our area over the past two years, and we are 
expecting even more in 2024,” she said. “As 
affordable housing options ran low in Ap-
pleton, they have been resettling more peo-
ple here in Oshkosh and in Menasha than 
ever before.  

Tracy said getting the organization’s ser-

vices better known in the general commu-
nity has led to an increase in requests for 
GED assistance and tutors, as well as refer-
rals from other nonprofits and employers. 

The council’s Vocational Department and 
tutoring offices will continue to operate on 
the third floor of the Oshkosh Public Library.

“The Oshkosh Public Library has been 
an incredible partner for over 30 years and 
we are so grateful to continue the oppor-
tunity to deliver services to learners both 
there and now in our expanded space right 
across the street from the Downtown Tran-
sit Center,” said Judi Long, executive board 
president.

Tracy said they had so many regular at-
tendees early last year that they had to split 
the Beginning English Class into two sec-
tions, with room for only one of them at the 
library.  

“This expansion allows us to bring both 
classes back into our own space, and even 
allows extra room for a third breakout sec-
tion we’re planning with more advanced 
learners,” Tracy said.

WALC executive director Tom Perry 
added, “We are thrilled about the possibil-
ities that our second location brings. It not 
only allows us to meet the current demand 
but also positions us for future growth and 
innovation in adult literacy services.”

“We have yet to reach the peak of the 
season, but we could be there soon,” 
Smolcich said, noting that cases of RSV 
and influenza are continuing to rise in the 
region.

Gieryn said there has been an increase 
in COVID cases in Winnebago Coun-
ty since October. He said about 20% of 
county residents have the most recent 
vaccine designed to protect people from 
the latest strains of the virus. About one in 
three people over age 65 have been vacci-
nated, according to Gieryn.

He said there are fewer residents who 
are receiving the flu vaccine this year than 
in recent years.

“We’re seeing lower numbers for the 
flu vaccine that in years past. There is still 
time to get the flu vaccine,” Gieryn said.

Jaci Grignon, communicable disease su-
pervisor with Winnebago County Public 
Health, said most cases of RSV have been 
reported among infants and children un-
der 2 years old.

According to the CDC, children under 

age 5 and people over age 60 are most at 
risk of becoming seriously ill if they get 
RSV. Some have a severe reaction to RSV 
and others present coldlike symptoms.

Smolcich said people can also do simple 
things – getting plenty of rest, eating well 
and exercising – that can help a lot. 

“These are things you can do to be 
healthy, but they’re also important this 
time of year to stay healthy,” Smolcich 
said. “It all helps stave off illness.”

Gieryn and Smolcich are reminding 
people that washing hands is also critical 
in stopping germs.

“Washing your hands is still very im-
portant. Wiping down surfaces at home 
and at work can stop also help stop the 
spread of germs,” Gieryn said.

The DHS reports hospitalizations 
linked to COVID-19 have been growing 
in the Fox Valley and statewide. Between 
Dec. 24 and Jan. 6, COVID patient hospi-
talizations grew by 13% in the region.

The DHS continues to encourage peo-
ple to get the RSV vaccine if they can as 
Influenza, RSV and COVID-19 contin-
ue to circulate at moderate to high levels 
across Wisconsin, according to the weekly 
respiratory virus surveillance report.

Respiratory cases
from Page 1

Assisi Homes of Neenah
Independent Living Community

• Affordable housing for Seniors Age 62+

• One bedroom apartments include heat and water

• Many activities and wellness programs offered

• Income restrictions apply

• Smoke free facility

Phone: 920-729-1771
Fax: 920-729-1797
TTY: 800-924-1973

210 Byrd Avenue, Neenah
Professionally Managed by Mercy Housing
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A confluence of eagles draws notice near the water
By Rob Zimmer
News contributor

They’ve been congregating in larger 
and larger numbers for the past month. 
However, with the arrival of the true win-
ter cold this week, bald eagles have begun 
putting on quite a show throughout the 
area.

The Loop the Lake Trail and Friendship 
Trail, where the old trestle crosses Little 
Lake Butte des Morts, has been a great 
place for eagle watching in recent days. 

The arrival of the cold weather concen-
trates the eagles along the edge of open 
water areas. Eagles from the northern part 
of the state have begun to move in as wa-
terways to our north begin to freeze solid.

Bald eagles are largely scavengers, feast-
ing upon winter kill fish, roadkill white-
tails and other food sources. They concen-
trate along open water areas where they 
can snag fish floating by, as well as easily 
hunt ducks and geese weakened by weath-
er or injured by hunters, yet still able to fly.

It wasn’t long ago – only 30 to 40 years 
– that bald eagles were on the verge of 
becoming extinct. Due to man-made pes-
ticides, such as DDT, and other factors 
affecting both eggs and adult birds, these 
magnificent birds of prey, our national 
symbol, nearly disappeared from the plan-
et.

Today, it is almost a daily occurrence to 
spot bald eagles soaring in the skies over 
Neenah and the waters of Lake Winneba-
go and the Fox River.

Riverside Park and Kimberly Point Park 
are also great places to see bald eagles as 
they soar over the icy waters and perch 
among shoreline trees, on keen lookout 
for a meal.

Eagles may also be seen in various areas 

along the water, including the northwest 
shoreline of Little Lake Butte des Morts, 
Fresh Air Camp, Wilderness Park, as well 
as right in the heart of downtown Neenah. 

Neighborhoods on Doty Island are 
often treated to the sight of bald eagles 
perched in mature trees along the shore.

The eagles will remain for the next 
month or so before returning to their 
breeding grounds to prepare for the nest-
ing season. 

Bald eagles are among the earliest of 
nesting birds and by late February and 
early March, nest repair and nest building 
will be well underway.

We are fortunate here in our area to be 
able to witness the spectacular birds along 
our waterways and shores each winter sea-
son.

Photos by Rob Zimmer

Eagles congregate in a tree near the Loop the 
Lake and Friendship trails.

DiscoverOshkosh.com

Scan for details.

Tumbler sponsor: Follow Oshkosh Restaurant Week on FB & IG for the latest details.    

$12 BREAKFAST SPECIALS • $17 3-COURSE LUNCHES • $29 3-COURSE DINNERS

January 18-28, during Oshkosh Restaurant Week, chefs create innovative menus offering a 
unique and elevated dining experience. It’s the perfect time to explore a variety of restaurants—
from casual to fine dining—that you might not have tried otherwise. No tickets or pre-registration 

are required for Restaurant Week, but reservations are recommended. Get into FEASTMODE!

Win this 
fun new 2024 

Restaurant Week 
tumbler!
While supplies 

last.

Eat out 3 or more times during Restaurant Week to win this awesome tumbler!

Go to discoveroshkosh.com and download the Oshkosh 
Restaurant Week digital pass, or collect receipts from 

participating restaurants and turn in to 
100 N Main St/Ste 112. 

LIMITED SELECTION OF SNOWBLOWERS REMAINING. LIMITED SELECTION OF SNOWBLOWERS REMAINING. 
HURRY IN TO GET YOURSHURRY IN TO GET YOURS

PICK UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLEPICK UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE

WE SERVICE MOST MAKESWE SERVICE MOST MAKES

SINCE 1988
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Should Wisconsinites rethink their relationships with beer?
For nearly two years, this column — 

Wife + Husband = Beer — has shared the 
joys of drinking beer. It can be so much 
fun. The styles. The creativity. The glass-
ware. The social lubrication. The buzz. 
Regular readers know that we’re big fans.

Yet, there are some serious aspects that 
come with imbibing beer, too. Today, we’re 
tackling a few. Not because we want to 
start the New Year with doom and gloom, 
it’s just that we’re feeling a bit introspective 
as we enter 2024. It’s okay to address some 
tough stuff.

Let’s start with news that we covered last 
month: the closing of one of Neenah’s two 
breweries. After a five-year run, Barrel 41 
Brewing Co. closed its doors at the end of 
business Dec. 31.

Why? Because the beer business is 
tough! Operating costs are high, profit 
margins are thin, supply chains are unpre-
dictable and competition is intense. To stay 
relevant, breweries need to make standout 
brews, have a strong social media presence 
and constantly introduce new beers.

To attract and keep customers coming 
back, many breweries have large gather-
ing spaces, both indoor and outdoor, for 
special events such as bands and family 
gatherings. Yet, not all spaces are designed 
for that. Barrel 41 did the best they could 
hosting trivia and standup comedy nights, 
as well as regularly having food trucks 
outside.

In the end, Barrel 41 had to make 
a tough call. They will be missed but, 
unfortunately, they’re not alone. Even an 
established 15-year-old regional brewer, 
Chicago’s Metropolitan Brewing, closed its 
doors recently. These closings are part of a 
nationwide movement.

Wife +
Husband

= Beer
Jami and Eric 
Severstad

In 2023, beer consumption in the U.S. 
dropped to its lowest levels in 25 years, 
according to Beer Marketer’s Insight. Yes, 
Bud Light was hit with a boycott over its 
marketing, but the long-term decline runs 
deeper than that throughout the industry.

As just mentioned, the cost of doing 
business is constantly rising — ingredients, 
packaging, shipping, marketing, staff — 
which drives prices of craft beer higher 
and higher. Compared to other forms of 
alcohol, beer isn’t the cheaper alternative it 
used to be.

Craft beer prices are an issue for many 
people. Some four-packs of 16-ounce beers 
cost $30, which is ridiculous. Yes, most 
beers cost less than that, but many are in 
the $20 range, so five bucks for a single 
beer consumed at home (not a brewery, 
tavern or restaurant). That’s simply not 
affordable for some of us.

Many Americans now have options 
that weren’t available before, marijuana 
being a big one (not yet legal in Wisconsin, 
but we’re surrounded by states that allow 
recreational marijuana use). Currently, 24 
states and Washington D.C. agree, which 
no doubt cuts into U.S. beer consumption. 
Even THC-infused drinks are becoming 
popular (no burning cannabis odor, sweet 
flavors and their “happy buzz.”)

For those who still enjoy alcohol, there 
are hard seltzers, canned wine, premade 

cocktails and hard liquor. Even major soft 
drink companies and energy drink com-
panies are entering the world of alcoholic 
drinks. Hard Mountain Dew (5% ABV), 
anyone? All of these may feel more afford-
able than a six-pack of craft beer.

Other downsides of drinking beer are 
the social consequences involved. While 
responsible drinking has always been 
priority No. 1 with Wife + Husband, many 
Wisconsinites have been notorious drunk 
drivers and alcohol abusers. It’s in our cul-
ture’s DNA, and we need to shift that.

“Wisconsin is the only member of the 
50 states which does not criminally punish 
first-time drunk driving offenders,” accord-
ing to the Marquette Law Review ( Jan. 1, 
2023). That means a civil infraction rather 
than a misdemeanor, possibly involving a 
$150-$300 fine, driver’s license revocation 
from six to nine months, a sobriety pro-
gram and a court-ordered ignition interlock 
device, depending on the driver’s blood 
alcohol content.

Wisconsin has nearly 28,000 arrests for 
OWI (operating while intoxicated) in a sin-
gle year. That’s more than 76 every single 
day, and that only includes those getting 
caught. Scary, huh?

All these factors likely affect people’s 
decision to participate in “Dry January,” 
something that seems to have caught fire 
this year. Perhaps it just feels that way to us 
because Husband is participating in Dry 
January for the first time.

Wife: So, why are you participating in 
Dry January this year?

Husband: It’s a combination of things. 
The holiday season was loaded with plenty 
of drinking. The beers I had were fantastic, 
but there were many. Maybe I can save a 
couple bucks and drop a couple pounds. 
Plus, I thought taking a month off would be 
an adventure.

W: Is it?
H: Kind of. It’s not easy, for sure. It’s 

been two weeks (as of this writing), and I 
do crave a stout after work or an IPA during 
the Packers game. I’m not feeling incredibly 
different physically though, at least not yet.

W: What has been the hardest part?
H: Well, it’s amazing how much of my 

social media content revolves around beer. 
I’m constantly reminded how much good 
beer is being released or consumed by 
friends.

W: Yeah, you haven’t offered me any new 
beers, like you often do. So, my consump-

tion is down, too.
H: I didn’t know what to expect from 

this experiment, so I watched some 
YouTube videos on Dry January. Now, the 
algorithm has loaded my feed with support 
videos for alcoholics and encouraging 
videos about how life-changing sobriety 
can be.

W: For some people, that’s a big help. 
But that’s not exactly where you’re at. This 
is just temporary for this month. So, how 
are you feeling?

H: The only kind of withdrawal symp-
tom I have are headaches, but some good 
things are supposed to happen: better 
sleep, more energy, weight loss … but I 
haven’t noticed anything like that yet.

W: I’ve noticed you’re using my SodaS-
tream fizzer a lot.

H: In the back of my mind, I know that 
Dry January will be done Jan. 26, when 
we head to Central Waters Brewing for its 
anniversary party.

W: We used to really look forward to that 
event. Does that feel different this year?

H: Well, that event has felt different for 
a while. We used to participate in an epic 
beer sharing with other craft beer geeks. 
Those days are long gone; no beer sharing 
allowed now.

W: Okay, back to Dry January. Are you 
experimenting with nonalcoholic beer?

H: I hear that the quality of those has 
improved, so I may try one or two. Guin-
ness, Athletic Brewing and Samuel Adams 
all have NA options. Locally, I’ve heard on 
social channels that Wisconsin-based Unti-
tled Art makes a great NA Italian pilsner.

W: The last two weeks, I’ve seen you en-
joying specialty sodas, sparkling waters and 
hot cocoa, especially during the blizzard.

H: They’re treats at the end of a workday, 
taking the place of a tasty, well-earned beer.

W: What about hop waters?
H: Yes, many breweries are making those 

now, including Lagunitas Hoppy Refresher. 
My favorite local hop water is from Badger 
State Brewing.

W: Dry January is such a cultural phe-
nomenon now.

H: Yep. I saw that Miller Lite is on the 
bandwagon, offering a chewy non-alcohol-
ic mint that unlocks the taste of Miller Lite 
as you chew it.

W: (Gag) Why? WHY?
H: I won’t lie; I am looking forward to 

having a beer in a couple of weeks.
W: With the beer industry challenged 

the way it is, the most valuable thing we 
faithful craft beer drinkers can do is to 
introduce beer to people who now enjoy 
wine and spirits. In an upcoming issue of 
Wife + Husband = Beer, we’ll share advice 
for new craft beer drinkers on how to navi-
gate and enjoy this industry.

H: Plus, in spring we’ll focus on Neenah 
and offer some local beer-crawl options for 
when the weather gets better.

W: It will get better, right?

What beer-related topic should we cover in W+H=B? 
Email us: wife.husband.beer@gmail.com.

Image courtesy of DALL-E

Check Your hearing

Your preferred providers in Neenah 

Dr. Melissa DintelmanDr. Lisa Esser

Is it challenging to hear on the 
phone?

Do you miss key words in a 
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about 
your TV volume?

YES   NO
Do others seem to mumble or 
speak too softly?

Do you frequently say, “Huh?” 
or “What?”

Has it been tough to follow 
conversations on video chats?

YES   NO

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

 Neenah • 1148 Westowne Drive
Conveniently located off Winneconne Ave.

Additonal locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

If you or a loved one answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, it could mean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.  

Call us to schedule an evaluation today.
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Residential, Commercial, Industrial
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ssyysstteemmss aass rreeqquuiirreedd bbyy WWiissccoonnssiinn

mmuunniicciippaalliittiieess !!
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The New Year marks an exciting milestone for the  
health and well-being of the people of Wisconsin.

Froedtert Health and ThedaCare announced our plans last spring to come together as one organization, taking 
the best of two leading Wisconsin-based health systems to create something new and reinvent the future 
of health care in our state. We now take an important step forward in that journey by officially launching our 
combined health system. 

As a combined organization, we are poised to help the people of Wisconsin live their unique, best lives. In 
partnership with the Medical College of Wisconsin, we will cover every aspect of care delivery, providing better 
and more seamless access to integrated, high-quality care, and serve as a proactive partner in health to help 
keep people well. From our shared commitment to clinical excellence to our strengths in community health and 
academic medicine, we can build a brighter future for Wisconsin.

As a Wisconsin-based and led health system, we know our communities and their unique health needs, and 
we have the right resources, expertise and understanding of our local communities to have a positive, lasting 
impact. We have come together to ensure we can meet the needs of our communities today, while developing 
new, creative solutions to improve the health of generations to come. 

With our new health system launched, we will begin the thoughtful, deliberate process to shape how our new 
organization looks and feels, all intended to make things even better for the people we serve. As we create 
something new, you can continue seeing your trusted providers and accessing health care services as you 
always have.

We are honored to serve you and care for our communities in Wisconsin, and we look forward to sharing 
updates on our progress and the inspiring benefits Wisconsinites will experience through our combination.

With gratitude,

Cathy Jacobson      Imran Andrabi, MD, FAAFM  
CEO     President  
Froedtert ThedaCare Health, Inc.  Froedtert ThedaCare Health, Inc.

Jud Snyder   James Kotek  
Chair, Board of Directors      Vice Chair, Board of Directors                                         
Froedtert ThedaCare Health, Inc.  Froedtert ThedaCare Health, Inc. 

To learn more, visit 
wicarewiroots.com

OUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 

Building a Brighter  
Future for Health Care  
in Wisconsin 
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Saturday, Jan. 20
Stompin’ at the Savoy Jazz Event, 7 

p.m., Neenah High School atrium
Stuffed Animal Clinic, 10:30 a.m., 

Neenah Public Library

Monday, Jan. 22
Monday Morning Book Klatch: “The 

Measure,” 10 a.m., Neenah Public Library

Tuesday, Jan. 23
“Dormant Season” with photogra-

pher Erinn Springer, 7 p.m., Neenah 
Public Library

Saturday, Jan. 28
Friends of Library Magazine Sale, 

10:30 a.m., Neenah Public Library

Monday, Jan. 30
Movie Talks: “Insomnia,” 6:30 p.m., 

Neenah Public Library 

Saturday, Feb. 3
Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Sunday, Feb. 4
Our Saviors Lutheran Church meat 

raffle, 1 p.m., The Dome, 1338 S. Com-
mercial St.

Thursday, Feb. 8
Local candidates forums, 6 a.m., 

Neenah City Hall

Friday, Feb. 9
Uncorked & Uncapped, 7 p.m., Best 

Western Bridgewood Premier Resort

Saturday, Feb. 10
Warm Your Heart, 11 a.m., down-

town Neenah 

Calendar 
of events

Common Council approves updates for  Menasha’s Jefferson Park
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Jefferson Park in Menasha will soon un-
dergo a facelift with approval of a design 
concept that includes a new pavilion and 
renovation of an existing pavilion.

The renovations approved at Monday’s 
Common Council meeting are part of a $5 
million makeover taking place this year that 
also includes a new playground, enhancing 
the softball diamonds and boat launch, and 
adding a social space with fire pits. 

Future phases will include pool renova-
tion and shoreline enhancement.

Situated on 29 acres along Lake Win-

nebago, Jefferson Park is considered one of 
the primary rentable facilities in the city’s 
park system. It includes a boat launch, boat 
slips, public swimming pool, playground, 
volleyball courts, softball diamonds and a 
picnic area.

The Jefferson Park Vision Plan unani-
mously approved includes a renovation of 
the existing large pavilion on the west side 
of the park and an additional smaller pavil-
ion to be added to the east side.

Renovations on the existing pavilion in-
clude a family restroom; upgraded heating 
and lighting; updates to the kitchen; fresh 
paint; new siding; the addition of two is-

lands with concrete countertops; a seating 
area with round pub-style tables; a count-
er-style seating area along the southern wall 
and the addition of a metal art piece.

The estimated cost of renovating the 
existing pavilion is $325,000 to $450,000. 
Menasha city staff is instead going to com-
plete the majority of the renovations, which 
is estimated to save more than $200,000.

A new pavilion on the east side of the 
park will be similar in design and color to 
the existing pavilion. It will have a shelter 
area with a capacity of about 75 people; an 
attached kitchen with serving windows to 
offer access to the shelter and serve as a con-

cession window for the softball diamond; a 
storage room and restroom facilities. 

The $750,000 playground will include a 
dual track zip line with inclusive swing; an 
artificial turf hill with slides and a climber; 
musical equipment; a spinning netclimber; 
Rock’N Ship Glider; climbing tower; adult 
and child swings, and a wheelchair-accessi-
ble ramp into the play structure. 

Park construction will continue through-
out the year. The west portion of the park is 
expected to be complete by the Fourth of 
July, which includes the new playground, 
renovating the existing plaza and installing 
a social space.

profits approved for county ARPA funds 
in December and January are being con-
sidered under the government identified 
projects category.

In advance of the vote, Human Services 
Director Bill Topel submitted a memo ex-
pressing support for funding the Boys & 
Girls Club, Nova Counseling and Solutions 
Recovery.

“Each of these services work in collabo-
ration with our department and take refer-
rals from our staff,” he wrote. “They play a 
vital role in servicing persons in our com-
munity that we, as a department, do not 
perform. They help to keep families togeth-
er and prevent crises that would require our 
intervention.”

The board voted to send a request for 
$500,000 for Nova Counseling Services 
back to committee at the request of District 
4 Supervisor Paul Eisen, who expressed 

concerns over the nonprofit’s transparency. 
“The organization does not make its gov-

erning documents or financial statements 
available to the public,” he said. “The orga-
nization does not have a conflict-of-interest 
policy.”

Nova is a 50-bed facility in Oshkosh that 
serves an all-male population and treats 
substance use issues. It includes a 28-day 
residential program, 90-day transitional 
program (Terra program), family program 
and outpatient aftercare. The nonprofit is 
seeking funding to create a separate living 
space for its Terra program transitional cli-
ents, with a total project cost of $2 million.

While the county board held off on fund-
ing Nova, it approved awarding $500,000 
to three respective nonprofits. Here’s where 
the latest batch of ARPA dollars are going:

Greater Fox Cities Area  
Habitat for Humanity

Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Hu-
manity will receive $500,000 to build or 
rehabilitate 10 homes in northern Win-

nebago County, with a total project cost 
estimated at just under $2.4 million.

Fox Cities Habitat, which has a central 
office in Menasha, works with low-income 
families to build or rehab their home and 
purchase it at a no-interest loan. Accord-
ing to Habitat, the program improves and 
increases housing stock in the county and 
encourages economic development. 

Fox Cities Habitat began serving fam-
ilies through new home construction in 
1993 and to date has built 141 homes 
and repaired 292 homes, which includes 
lead-abatement work in 35 homes. The 
homes are in Neenah, Menasha, Fox Cross-
ing, Town of Clayton, and the Winnebago 
portion of Appleton.

Boys & Girls Club Oshkosh 
The county board approved $500,000 

for the Boys & Girls Club of Oshkosh to 
expand and create the Hyde Family Com-
munity Center, with a total project cost of 
$18 million. The club serves youth ages 
6-18 Monday through Friday after school 
and during the summer. 

The center will provide the county with a 
centralized services center to help residents 
with economic and basic needs, according 
to the club application.

Solutions Recovery
Solutions Recovery will receive $500,000 

to acquire a building at 206 Algoma Blvd. 
in Oshkosh to expand its recovery hous-
ing. The building is the current location of 
Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Services, 
which was awarded $500,000 in ARPA 
dollars by the board last month to partially 
fund its upcoming move to 240 Algoma.

Solutions began operating in 2007 and in 
2015 opened its first sober living home for 
women, which remains the only women’s 
sober living facility in Oshkosh. It has since 
expanded to offer 38 beds to men, women 
and family units. The organization boasts a 
success rate of 85% of its graduates becom-
ing gainfully employed.

The total cost of the project is $1.1 million. 
The location will offer expanded program-
ming and transitional living while also po-
tentially being used as emergency housing.  

ARPA funding
from Page 1

3175 Atlas Ave., Oshkosh WI 54904

920-303-9380

info@sheaelectricllc.com

www.sheaelectricllc.com

POWER UP

WITHOUT A HASSLE

As more drivers turn to electric vehicles, they need a place to charge their cars

when away from home. We can set your business and community apart by installing

hassle-free EV chargers that work with all vehicles. Your employees, customers and

community members will thank you.

Connect with Shea Electric & Communications today

to learn how breezEV charging stations can make a

difference for your organization.
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Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920) 385-4512

Sunday Worship
10:00 AM& 6:00 PM

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, WI

www.applevalleypres.org

Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus,
Sola Fide, Sola Gratia,

Soli Deo Gloria

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Worship Times: Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A]
h

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

1228 S Park Ave. Neenah, WI 54956
(920) 725-0510 • www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays @ 5pm, Sundays @ 9am
Adult Bible Study: Sundays @ 10:30am, Thursdays @ 9:30am

Sunday School: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am
Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm

To advertise in the  
Worship Directory,  
call 920-385-4512.

Senior Standout is brought to you by:

Carey delivering plenty of points in first skate for Rockets
Lifelong hockey player  
also excels in lacrosse
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Ben Carey has been a hockey player his 
whole life. 

Put on skates before he could walk by 
a father who played professionally, being 
on the ice with a stick in his hand and a 
puck at his feet has felt as natural as any-
thing else in his life. 

“I’ve been around it for as long as I can 
remember,” the Neenah High School se-
nior said. “It’s been woven into my DNA.”

The lifetime of playing hockey has 
translated into plenty of success on the 
ice. 

Carey played with the Triple A Junior 
Hockey Madison Capitals last season af-
ter playing his first two high school hock-
ey seasons at Green Bay Notre Dame. 

In his first season with the Neenah/
Hortonville/Menasha co-op program, 
Carey is the leading goal scorer for the 
Rockets with 15 tallies through 17 games 
and his 30 points is at least double the to-
tal of any other player on the team. 

“I think for me it’s just trusting who 
I am playing with. Obviously, I haven’t 
played with any of these guys before so 
it’s a little different playing with a whole 
new group of guys,” Carey said. “I’m with 
a really good group of guys which helps a 
lot. I just need to stick to what I’ve been 
doing since I was young which is trusting 

my ability to score goals and make passes 
and create opportunities for other peo-
ple. Just do what I can to help our team 
be successful.”

Most players of Carey’s ability and 
longtime connection to the sport, would 
be gearing up to play junior hockey in the 
near future or possibly jumping right on 
to a collegiate roster. 

And for much of his life, that was the 
path Carey figured to follow. 

“I was always going to play juniors. 
That was my plan,” Carey said. “Then last 
year, I went first-team all-conference in 
lacrosse and ultimately I ended up com-
mitting to play at Division 1 lacrosse at 
the University of Albany.”

Not that turning his back on the sport 
is going to be easy.

“I’m definitely going to miss hockey a 
lot. It’s been the biggest part of my life 
for a long time,” said Carey, whose dad 
Matt graduated from Neenah in 1991 
and played with the Quad City Mallards. 
“I’ve loved hockey my whole life. It has 
been my No. 1 sport my whole life, but 
I think all good things have to come to 

Senior Standout

Submitted photo

Neenah High School senior Ben Carey currently leads the Rockets’ hockey team with 15 goals 
and 30 points so far on the season. It is his first year playing with the program.See Senior Standout on Page 11

You dream it, we build it.
...Yes, we do Custom!

Auto Accident?Auto Accident
Surgeryyry may be overkill,
while medication may

not be enough. The doctors
of Strong Chiropractic Office
can offer guidance on auto

injuryyry treatments.
Treatments are custom suited

and may include spinal
adjustments, laser therapy,
and therapeutic exercise. OSHKOSH OFFICE

2100 Omro Road STE. B
(920) 426-9898

NEENAH OFFICE
1426 S. Commercial St
(920) 725-0800

APPLETON OFFICE
1801 N. Richmond St
(920) 831-4110

www.strongchiropractic.com

Complimentary Consultation
Must bring coupon at

the time of visit.
Expires 1/31/24

Limit one coupon per NEW PATIENT

HARDWARE
516 N Commercial St • Neenah, WI 54956 • 920-722-1113

HARDWARE

$10 Off 
gallons of 
Benjamin 

Moore 
paint
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INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

CROISSANTS

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissant

Neenah, WINeenah, WI
www.loveofcroissants.comwww.loveofcroissants.com

instagram@LoveofCroissantsinstagram@LoveofCroissants
Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.comLoveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

  Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $32/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email 
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  

Go Green with
Elizabeth Lee Franzen
and get the harmful

chemicals out of your home
with products from Norwex!

Scan to view newest
catalog of home
essentials!

Call or email me for my
personal recommendations:

gogreenwithbeth@yahoo.com
920-279-1233

LOCAL NORWEX ADVISOR

STAIR LIFTS

Indoor/Outdoor Stair Lifts
Mobility Scooters

Free In-Home Estimates!

920-257-6060
2140 American Dr, Neenah
www.allaboutaccess.com

FAMILY OWNED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Siding
without the
Quacks

Seamless Steel Siding
Custom cut at

your location for perfect fit.
No splices -- no dirt, mold,

mildew or moisture

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Simpson & Son Maintenance
Do you have some unfinished projects?

We specialize in solutions that
others may not

Some things we can do for you:
• Remodeling Bathrooms,
Kitchens and Bedrooms
• Shelf Organization
• Lighting Solutions

• Venting
• Fan Installations
• Security Systems
• Much More

Please call or text (920) 252 - 3773
Email- sshandyman122@gmail.com

Since 2010 Licensed & Insured
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GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Ziebell nets 32 as Neenah topples Beaver Dam
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

A pair of state-ranked girls basketball 
teams squared off at Neenah High School 
on Tuesday night. 

The host Rockets, ranked sixth in Divi-
sion 1, welcomed perennial powerhouse 
Beaver Dam, ranked fourth in Division 2, 
for a massive nonconference showdown. 

The Rockets had to shake off the rust 
from a nearly two-week layoff between 
games but managed to come away with 
an impressive 59-53 victory.

“After not playing for 10 days, we are 
happy with our performance tonight,” 
head coach Andy Braunel said. “To hold 
a team as talented as Beaver Dam to 
around 50 points is impressive and that 

alone is something we hope to build on as 
the season goes on. Offensively, we never 
seemed to get into a groove, but that is 
expected when you have some extended 
time off.”

Rust was clearly 
a factor in the early 
stages of the game for 
Neenah, however it 
didn’t take the Rock-
ets’ Allie Ziebell long 
to find her groove. 

The senior was re-
sponsible for 12 of the 
Rockets first 14 points 
in the game and finished with a game-
high 32. Her night included a 10-for-10 
performance at the free-throw line, while 

also finishing with a team-best 12 re-
bounds.

Even with Ziebell’s effort, the Golden 
Beavers were up to the task, taking an 
early three-point lead, while extending 
it to 18-14 midway through the first half. 

Ellie Buss, who chipped in 10 points in 
the game, flipped the momentum for the 
Rockets. On back-to-back possessions, 
the sophomore drained 3-pointers to put 
Neenah ahead 20-18. 

“Ellie is a great shooter and she came 
through with some massive shots for 
us tonight,” Braunel said. “She has pro-
gressed a ton as an all-around player and 
will continue to grow. She will be an im-
portant piece for our success the rest of 
the way.”

With Beaver Dam still hanging around, 
it was only a matter of time until sopho-
more Rowan Klesmit started to get rolling.

Klesmit, who also finished with 10 
points, picked up several baskets late in 
the first half to keep the game close, but 
it was Beaver Dam that held a slim 31-30 
lead at halftime. 

Coming out of intermission, Neenah 
turned up the defensive pressure to spark 
a 9-2 run to surge back into the lead.  Zie-
bell had seven of those nine points with 
Buss adding the other two. 

Beaver Dam rallied to narrow the gap 
to one. 

Things remained tight the rest of the 
way before Ziebell showed up down the 
stretch to help deliver a victory.

Looking to put the Golden Beavers 
away for good, Ziebell was responsible 
for 10 of the final 12 points for Neenah. 
Had it not been for a made free throw 
from Kayla White, Ziebell would have 
had the rest of the Rockets points as 
Neenah pushed its lead to 54-48.

The Golden Beavers would get as close 
as three in the final minute on a 3-point-
er from Gabby Wilke, who finished with 
30 points, but that was as close as Beaver 
Dam would get as the Rockets finished 
things up from the line. 

Although it wasn’t always the prettiest, 
these are the types of games a team needs 
late in the season in order to prepare for 
the postseason.

“This team has a ton of potential,” 
Braunel said. “We are nowhere close to 
our ceiling as a team, which is our chal-
lenge now. Not only do we want to play to 
our potential, but we need to do it while 
also playing consistently which isn’t al-
ways easy. We have a number of kids that 
can knock down shots for us, but they 
just need to believe in themselves enough 
to take those shots.”

REAL ESTATE

COLIN
DANIELS
REALTOR®

CALL TODAY!

920.574.0619
colin@colindaniels.com

C O L I N D A N I E L S . C O M

CLIENT FOCUSED.
RESULTS DRIVEN.

BRIDGE REALTY
PARTNERS
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

A&P Technician /  
Avionics Technician

NewView Technologies, Inc. Appleton 
/ Oshkosh airport locations. Monday - 

Friday, 8 - 4:30,  
bruce@newviewtech.com or  

text 920-420-4496 for details.

2008 TOYOTA 4X4 TUNDRA SR5 V8 Big Cab 
6.5 box Southern Tr. Rustfree $11,500; 2005 
Chev Colorado 4x4 46K miles; $13,500; 2020 

Chev 4x4 1500 Reg Cab 8’ box 130K miles 
$17,950; 92 Ford F250 Reg Cab 2WD 6 Eng 

5-Sp 58K miles Sharp! $6500; 2007 Chev 4x4 
1-ton Dually Duramax New 11’ Bed Air Bags 
Awesome! $18,500 920-878-0005 (WCAN)

ADORABLE BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES Friendly 
& excellent snuggle buddies. Shots/wormed 

Delivery & pics available 715-721-0806

AKC CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL 
PUPS  dews/shots/vet/worm ready to go! 
$600 715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522 

(WCAN)

BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES Males/Females 
Health Guar Ready now! $650 715-937-0916

COCKAPOOS & POO-SHON PUPS Born 
11/25/23 Variety Colors Cute & Cuddly  

715-758-6759

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

F1-B TRI-COLOR BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES 
shots/ dews/wormed/vet checked. Great 
family Pets! $300 715-721-5375 (WCAN)

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local 414-520-1612

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re cutting installation 

costs in half & offering a FREE safety upgrade! 
Additional terms apply. Subject to change 

and vary be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24  
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-allergenic, Non-
shed, shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;  

PUREBRED REG COCKER SPANIEL PUPPIES 
715-758-2433

MINI GOLDENDOODLE & Medium Red AKC 
POODLES $575 Cute! 715-409-0533

POMERANIANS APRI CERTIFIED PED-
IGREES Show propects, Friendly Vet chk, 

Health Guar. $900 715-654-5149

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 7-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase*. Call 1-877-626-1009 

today to schedule a free quote. it’s not just a 
generator. Its a power move. (WCAN)

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS Flashy Brindle & 
Fawn Shots UTD Ready Now! $400  

715-701-1473

PUREBRED GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS 
Shots/Wormed, Vet Ckd M-$300, F-$350 cash 

only 715-267-6370 No Sunday Calls

REG CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL 
PUPPIES Vet checked/wormed/ dews, 

$750 No Sun Calls 715-409-3321 (495932) 
(WCAN)

REG PUREBRED SAMOYED PUPS Vet 
Certified/Shots UTD Ready to go! $450 

715-229-2105

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material, steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - up to 50% OFF Installation + Add’l 

10% off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW 
SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

TRACTORS Ford 8N w/loader & 
chains $1950; Ferguson 35 
w/all hyd loader manure & dirt bucket 
$2850; Ford 7000 75hp high model 5000 
hours $9,950; JD 4055 4x4 4000 

hrs $39,500; Oliver 70 w/ both single & 
narrow front $1850; JD 4320 125hp $16,950; 
Kubota 7040 70hp w/loader 800 hrs like new 

$16,950; Kubota L4610 4x4 46hp w/loader 
2800 hrs $15,950; Duetz 6260 65hp w/ loader 

low hrs $15,500; JD 2550 4x4 cab w/loader 
$22,650; Farmall 460 w/all hyd Ldr $2850; 

Snow Blowers $850 to $1850 920-878-0005 
or 920-878-0288 (WCAN)

Shelving, Computers, 
Tables, Electronics & more 
Closes 1/22- Green Bay, WI 
LEARN MORE & BID NOW AT 

HANSENAUCTIONGROUP.COM 
Office 715-539-6295 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

Employment

For Sale

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Prep sports roundup
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Zephyrs breeze  
to win over Wolves

St. Mary Catholic allowed only 19 
points in cruising to a 70-19 win over Hil-
bert on Monday night. 

The Zephyrs led 43-10 at halftime be-
fore surrendering just nine points in the 
second half. 

Four players reached double figures for 
St. Mary Catholic, led by Emily Vogel with 
13 points. Sienna Anderson added 12 and 
Lauren Ripley and Autumn Crowe each 
finished with 11.

The Zephyrs hit nine 3-pointers in the 
game with Anderson knocking down 
4-of-6 from behind the arc to lead the way.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Neenah cruises  
past Oshkosh West

Brady Corso posted a double-double 
and Neenah used a strong first half to roll 
past Oshkosh West 69-46 on Tuesday. 

The Rockets held the Wildcats to just 
15 points in the first half to take a 31-15 
lead. Neenah then coasted in the second 
half. 

Charlie Wunderlich led the Rockets 
with 17 points, while Corso finished with 
14 points and 10 rebounds. Luke Jung also 
reached double figures with 10 points.  

The Rockets also picked up a 62-57 
nonconference win over Brookfield East 
on Saturday behind 32 points from Corso. 
The senior knocked down five 3-pointers, 
hit all five of his free-throw attempts and 
also finished with eight rebounds. 

Wunderlich added 12 points and nine 
rebounds in the win.

St. Mary Catholic  
picks up pair of wins

The Zephyrs erupted for 55 first-half 
points en route to cruising past Hilbert, 
85-33, Tuesday night. 

Five players for St. Mary Catholic 
finished in double figures with Mason 
Uhlenbrauck leading the way with 19 
points. Fisher Mackenzie was next with 15 
followed by Luke Fairweather and Preston 
Fields with 11 each and Kieran Barrientos 
with 10. 

The Zephyrs led 55-21 at halftime and 
then held Hilbert to just 12 points in the 
second half. 

It was the sixth win in the last seven 
games for the Zephyrs, a streak that in-
cluded a 79-67 victory over Reedsville 
last week. 

Mackenzie totaled 29 points and nine 
rebounds to lead St. Mary Catholic, while 
Fields posted a triple-double with 18 
points, 14 rebounds and 12 assists. Bar-
rientos with 11 points and Uhlenbrauck 
with 10 points also reached double fig-
ures.

HOCKEY

Balanced attack carries 
Rockets to shutout win

Six different players scored goals and 
Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha pitched 
a shutout in a 6-0 win over Waupun on 
Tuesday night. 

Calvin Zinda and Ben Carey opened the 
scoring as the Rockets took a 2-0 lead after 
the first period. Neenah/Hortonville/Me-
nasha then tallied four goals in the second 
period with Evan Hans, Cartyr Simonson, 
Chase Collins and Cooper Zinda finding 
the net. 

Simonson, Calvin Zinda and Carey 
each finished with two assists in the game 
for the Rockets. 

John Horneck earned the shutout in 
goal stopping all 21 shots he faced.

BOYS WRESTLING

Neenah collects pair  
of easy FVA wins

The Rockets cruised past Fond du Lac 
(64-12) and Appleton East (79-0) in a 
Fox Valley Association double dual at 
Fond du Lac last week. 

Three wrestlers pinned both opponents 
on the night as Logan Tessier, Landen 
Sheppard and Miguel Mora each stuck 
both opponents. 

Jeremy Wiggs-Schmalz and Nate Cleve-
land also posted a pair of contested wins in 

the two dual meets for Neenah. 
Against Appleton East, Connor Simons, 

Dane Granditzke and Tyler Gillig also 
picked up pins, while Kaden Roth, Eli Ar-
matti, Declan Koch and Jacob Herm won 
by pin against Fond du Lac.
SWIMMING

Neenah holds off  
Appleton West/Kimberly

Neenah swept the top three places in 
the 100-meter breaststroke and also post-
ed a 1-2 finish in the 100-meter freestyle 
to key a 104-76 victory over Appleton 
West/Kimberly on Tuesday. 

The Rockets’ sweep of the top three places 
in the breaststroke came from Tanner Trust-
em, Burke Wendell and Leo Wilhelm, while 
Julian Kuehn and Joshua Youngwerth went 
1-2, respectively, in the 100-meter freestyle. 

Drew Gaerthofner added a pair of wins for 
the Rockets, placing first in the 200-meter in-
dividual medley and the 100-meter backstroke. 

Kyle Joneson added the Rockets only 
other individual first place by winning the 
diving competition. 

Trustem in the 50-meter freestyle and 
Braden Louden in the 100-meter butterfly 
picked up second-place finishes.

Neenah also took first in the 200-meter 
medley relay with a team of Gaerthofner, 
Trustem, Louden and Youngwerth, and 
the 200-meter freestyle relay with a quar-
tet of Trustem, Youngwerth, Ryker Zarda 
and Julian Kuehn.

an end. I found a new opportunity and I 
took advantage of it. I couldn’t be happier 
with my decision.”

Carey said he started playing lacrosse 
in about fifth grade and played in both 
Neenah and later Appleton youth clubs 
before taking it up at Notre Dame as a 
freshman. 

He was able to play with the Neenah 
High School team last spring and is look-
ing forward to seeing what the group can 
do this season when lacrosse officially be-
comes a WIAA-sanctioned sport.

“It adds a little bit to the state tourna-
ment because it is the first state tourna-
ment ever in lacrosse,” Carey said. “We 
should have a pretty good team this year 
and we could be in a good spot to win 
it with the group we have coming back. 
There are a lot of good teams in the state, 
too, but I like our chances.”

Although the two sports are played on 
completely different surfaces, there are a 
lot of similarities between the two. 

That’s part of the reason why Carey has 
excelled in both arenas. 

“Hand-eye coordination is a big thing 
and if you have good hands in one sport 
you’re going to be predisposed to hav-
ing good hands in the other,” Carey said. 
“They are both pretty tough to play and 
are both physically exhausting. You have 
to be in great shape. I think they are very 
comparable.”

Lacrosse will have to wait a few months 
at least as Carey focuses in on a strong 
finish to the Rockets’ hockey season. 

Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha got 
off to a great start this season but then 
dropped three of four games over the 
holidays and into early January. 

“We have to shake off the (rough 
stretch). You hear it all the time with 
goalies about having a short memory. 
But that’s what we have to get back to it,” 
said Carey who had a goal and two assists 
in the Rockets’ 6-0 win over Waupun on 

Tuesday. “I think we can get back to what 
we were in the beginning of the year, 
scoring 3-4 goals a game and producing.”

Running a bit hot and cold isn’t just a 
team result thing either. 

As a goal-scorer, Carey admits there 
are times when every shot he takes ends 
up on net or in goal, while there are also 
times when its difficult to find the net 
from the edge of the crease.

“I’ve run cold in some games and it af-
fects you a little bit,” Carey said. “I just 
have had to shake it off and get back go-
ing. Get a few shots on the power play 
and see where it’s at. If it’s good, you 
shoot more and if it’s not good, you shoot 
less. It’s just the natural roller coaster of 
the game.”

With his background, joining a new 
team for one year was not an easy road. 

Although he has developed a bond 
with his teammates, how he would gel 
with the group was on his mind entering 
the season. He also wanted to make sure 
that his final hockey season was one to 
remember.

“I felt a little bit of pressure but not 
much just because of the group I have 
surrounding me,” Carey said. “I feel like 
I’ve put more pressure on myself than 
other people have put on me because I’m 
coming back and it’s my last year of hock-
ey. I just want to do good for myself and 
my team and prove something to myself 
in my last year in hockey.”

Senior Standout
from Page 9

CHEESE

920.886.9969Wed 9-4 • Thur-Sat 9-12

1060 Breezewood Ln, Ste 101, Neenah, WI

PyramidFoodsInc

Cheddar / Colby / Jack
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Make a Di�erence
Write about how you make a difference 

in someone’s life within your family, 
your school, or in your community.

Service Starts at Home

School Sign Painter
Write in the missing vowels to complete 

these signs.

Take a look at this list of MLK, Jr. Day Service ideas. 
Then look at each picture. Number the project you 

think each kid chose in the circles.
Clearing an elderly neighbor’s 
sidewalk.

Collecting canned goods for a 
food bank.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Help coach a younger child’s team.

Help a neighbor with some yardwork.

Play a game at the senior center.

      ervice was at the heart of Martin Luther King’s 
  philosophy. He urged Americans to take action to 
        improve the lives of others.

In 1994, Congress passed the King 
Holiday and Service Act to support 
efforts to make the King holiday 
a day of service. Since then, 
millions of Americans have 
honored the memory of 
Dr. King by making 
Martin Luther King Day 
as a “day on” instead of a 
“day off.”

People across the nation spend 
Martin Luther King Day volunteering 
to make their communities better places. Some will plant 
community gardens, clean up parks or beaches, and 
others will read to children or the elderly.

Look through the
newspaper to find:

An organization
that helps others
A person helping
others
Adjectives about
helping
Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
events

Standards Link: Civics: Know 
how various American holidays 

reflect values, principles and 
beliefs of Americans.

Sometimes the best place to be of service is in your own 
home. Make a list of five things you could do on Martin 
Luther King Day to help your mom, dad, a grandparent, 
brother, sister or neighbor.

         any communities have a place 
   that helps volunteers find ways 
to help others. Write the letter that 
comes after each letter of the alphabet 
on the spaces at right to find a place 
you can call to see how you can be of 
service to your community.

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 7

These students helped with a park clean up. How many bags of trash did each student 
�ll? Use the clues to complete the chart.

Trash Bag Team

The 4 students �lled a total of 15 bags.

None of the students �lled the same 
number of bags.

Owen �lled 
3 less than 
Cassidy.

Sam �lled the 
most bags.

•

•

•

•

• No one �lled more than 7 bags.

• Cassidy �lled 5 bags.

Standards Link: Mathematical Reasoning: Use a variety of strategies to solve problems.
Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

H
E
L
P
I
N
G
J
X
E

S
T
U
D
E
N
T
S
Y
T

N
B
C
V
T
A
E
R
G
C

E
G
X
L
W
V
O
T
A
E

D
H
T
S
U
M
J
S
C
J

R
N
O
L
E
E
P
A
T
O

A
O
R
M
P
R
S
E
I
R

G
I
Y
T
E
K
V
D
O
P

B
T
A
A
V
I
K
I
N
G

Y
A
D
I
L
O
H
N
C
O

ACTION
CLUES
GARDENS
GREAT
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HOLIDAY
HOME
IDEAS
KING
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STUDENTS

Your family volunteered to help sweep around your 
school, but you’ll need the key to the supply closet. 

Can you get to it faster than a family member?

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Make a Di�erence
Write about how you make a difference 

in someone’s life within your family, 
your school, or in your community.

Service Starts at Home

School Sign Painter
Write in the missing vowels to complete 

these signs.

Take a look at this list of MLK, Jr. Day Service ideas. 
Then look at each picture. Number the project you 

think each kid chose in the circles.
Clearing an elderly neighbor’s 
sidewalk.

Collecting canned goods for a 
food bank.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Help coach a younger child’s team.

Help a neighbor with some yardwork.

Play a game at the senior center.

      ervice was at the heart of Martin Luther King’s 
  philosophy. He urged Americans to take action to 
        improve the lives of others.

In 1994, Congress passed the King 
Holiday and Service Act to support 
efforts to make the King holiday 
a day of service. Since then, 
millions of Americans have 
honored the memory of 
Dr. King by making 
Martin Luther King Day 
as a “day on” instead of a 
“day off.”

People across the nation spend 
Martin Luther King Day volunteering 
to make their communities better places. Some will plant 
community gardens, clean up parks or beaches, and 
others will read to children or the elderly.

Look through the
newspaper to find:

An organization
that helps others
A person helping
others
Adjectives about
helping
Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
events

Standards Link: Civics: Know 
how various American holidays 

reflect values, principles and 
beliefs of Americans.

Sometimes the best place to be of service is in your own 
home. Make a list of five things you could do on Martin 
Luther King Day to help your mom, dad, a grandparent, 
brother, sister or neighbor.

         any communities have a place 
   that helps volunteers find ways 
to help others. Write the letter that 
comes after each letter of the alphabet 
on the spaces at right to find a place 
you can call to see how you can be of 
service to your community.
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These students helped with a park clean up. How many bags of trash did each student 
�ll? Use the clues to complete the chart.

Trash Bag Team

The 4 students �lled a total of 15 bags.

None of the students �lled the same 
number of bags.

Owen �lled 
3 less than 
Cassidy.

Sam �lled the 
most bags.

•

•

•

•

• No one �lled more than 7 bags.

• Cassidy �lled 5 bags.

Standards Link: Mathematical Reasoning: Use a variety of strategies to solve problems.
Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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ACTION
CLUES
GARDENS
GREAT
HELPING
HOLIDAY
HOME
IDEAS
KING
PROJECT
MEMORY
DAY
READ
SERVICE
STUDENTS

Your family volunteered to help sweep around your 
school, but you’ll need the key to the supply closet. 

Can you get to it faster than a family member?

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
165 N. Park Avenue, Neenah

920-751-4658
@bmmglass • bmmglass.com

Cr�tal�

B�

Presenting Sponsor

Raise the Mission
Match Sponsor

Tickets: 920-751-4658 
or 

bmmglass.com/
the-crystal-ball 

A Gala and 
Fun-raiser for

Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass

Saturday, 
February 10, 2024  

7–11pm
The Ballroom at 

The Reserve
116 South Commercial Street, 

Neenah, WI

Music by
Janet Planet, 
John Harmon 
and Friends

Dancing
Live and silent 

auctions
Artful cocktail 

attire


