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Vinnie’s ready to better 
serve its community
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Residents of Neenah and Menasha have 
another reason to give thanks this month 
as Vinnie’s Pantry celebrated its grand 
opening with a ribbon cutting last week.

Dozens of supporters and volunteers 
attended the event, signifying comple-
tion of an expansion that moves the food 
pantry from the St. Vincent de Paul thrift 
store’s retail space to a 27,000-square-foot 
space next door at 1421 S. Commercial St.

The pantry was operated by St. Mary 
and St. John parishes out of a church clos-
et in Menasha for about 15 years. In Feb-
ruary 2021, the location expanded into a 

full food pantry utilizing a portion of the 
thrift store’s retail space. 

Director of operations Jeremy Pingel 
said what started with about 50 families 
quickly grew to support more than 2,000 
families, supplying an average of 50,000 
pounds of food per month to residents of 
northern Winnebago County.

“Just think about that,” he said. “This is 
Neenah and Menasha. I mean, this is not a 
big place and 2,000 people use us to make 
sure that they are fed.” 

The new location is designed like a gro-
cery store, with shelves of bread, canned 
and dry goods, an area for fresh produce, 
refrigerators and coolers providing an ex-
panded selection of meat and other per-
ishable foods. 

Neenah News

Vinnie’s Pantry had its grand opening last week with visitors getting a look at the larger space.See Vinnie’s Pantry on Page 10

Police adjust 
to highway 
patrolling
Highway response leans 
toward municipalities
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Local police departments are feeling 
the effects of a countywide change re-
quiring municipalities to be the primary 
law enforcement agency responding to 
sections of highways that run through 
their jurisdiction.

The transfer of service affected por-
tions of Interstate 41, State 441, U.S. 
45 and U.S. 10. For 
more than 30 years 
the Winnebago Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office had 
primary jurisdiction 
over highways in the 
county, including on 
and off ramps. 

Neenah community 
policing coordinator 
Joe Benoit explained 
that while local police departments also 
had jurisdiction over those portions of 
highways that came through their mu-
nicipality, they were not the primary 
agency dispatched to calls that came in 
for those locations.

“So if there was a crash, let’s say on 
Highway 41 near Winneconne (Ave-
nue), even though that’s within the city 
limits of Neenah, Neenah would not 

Benoit

See Highway patrol on Page 11

Expanded food pantry carries on important mission

Photo by David Hall

Scoring milestone 
Neenah High School girls basketball senior Allie Ziebell is cheered on by 
sign-wielding fans as she topped the 2,000-point career mark Friday in her team’s 
victory over Wausau West at the new gymnasium Friday night. Find the sports 
prep roundup on Page 15.
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BAT PROBLEMS??
CALL MATT THE BAT GUY!
Residential & Commercial

BADGERLAND
BAT REMOVAL, LLC
608-658-7813
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Guaranteed
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a place
of worship
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Sunday Worship
10:00 AM& 6:00 PM

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, WI

www.applevalleypres.org

Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus,
Sola Fide, Sola Gratia,

Soli Deo Gloria

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah
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Highschool Youth Group: Sundays Sept.- May @ 10:30am

First United Methodist Church
of Neenah Menasha

~Worship with us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am~
All are welcome!

108 West Doty Avenue, Neenah • (920)725-0166
www.fumcnm.org • facebook.com/fumcnm
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call 920-385-4512.

Schools score high on report cards
The Neenah Joint School District 

earned an “exceeds expectations” des-
ignation on the latest state report card 
released by the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction, where five schools 
significantly exceeded expectations and 
five others exceeded expectations in 
2022-23.

Alliance, Clayton, Lakeview, Roosevelt 
and Tullar elementary schools earned the 
“significantly exceeds” designation. Clay-
ton, Coolidge, Spring Road and Wilson 

elementary schools, Horace Mann Mid-
dle School and Neenah High School all 
earned the “exceeds expectations” des-
ignation. Shattuck Middle School and 
Taft Elementary met expectations, while 
Hoover Elementary failed to meet expec-
tations.

It marked the second straight year the 
district has reached the exceeds expecta-
tions category and fifth time in the sev-
en-year history of the report cards. 

Report cards provide a score between 

0 and 100, which is calculated by averag-
ing the following priority areas: student 
achievement in reading and math, stu-
dent growth, target group outcomes, and 
on-track readiness. The district earned an 
overall score of 72.9, improving upon last 
year’s score of 71.8. 

Lakeview Elementary had Neenah’s 
highest score at 92.7, while Clayton Ele-
mentary had the greatest single-year in-
crease of any Neenah school, with an over-
all increase of 4.7 points to 84.7.

Local shopping helps support community
Supporting local businesses is not just 

about making purchases; it’s an invest-
ment in your community. 

Let’s make a difference together!
When you choose to shop locally, 

including this weekend on Small Business 
Saturday, you’re doing more than just 

making a purchase. 
You’re investing in 
your community, 
supporting local 
dreams and help-
ing your neighbors 
thrive. 

Local businesses 
are the heart and soul of our community. 
They bring uniqueness, character and a 
personalized touch to our lives. Whether 
it’s your favorite neighborhood cafe, the 
local bookstore or the family-owned store 
just down the street, every purchase you 
make there is a vote for a vibrant and 
thriving community. 

So, let’s keep our community strong 
and vibrant. Next time you need a coffee, 
a gift, or something special, choose to 
shop locally. Your support doesn’t just 
make a difference; it IS the difference. 

We recently asked Future Neenah’s 
Facebook followers, “Tell us why shop-

ping small and shopping local in Neenah 
is so important to you.” We love the 
responses we received, here are just a few:

Shopping small and local makes finding 
unique gifts for family and friends a fun 
experience. Shopping local means making 
connections with shop owners in our 
beautiful city. We are lucky to have such 
a variety of stores right here in Neenah! – 
Jamie N. 

Shopping small means you’re giving 
kids education, families food on the table 
and clothes on their back. So much more 
than just “shopping” you’re changing 
lives. – Diana H.

I’ve lived in Neenah my whole life and 

have seen downtown go through many 
changes, and I have to say that it’s like 
it used to be in the 1960s and ’70s. It’s 
fun and so enjoyable to shop downtown 
Neenah where you feel you are among 
friends. I love shopping downtown! – 
Linda K. 

According to the Wisconsin Down-
town Action Council…

• 90% of businesses in Wisconsin 
downtowns are locally owned.

• $76 is the average spent per shopper 
on Small Business Saturday. Imagine if 
that happened every day or every week.

• Sixty-seven cents of every $1 spent 
in a local business is reinvested into the 
community.

Future Neenah executive director 
Brent Bowman sums it up, “As you begin 
your holiday shopping, we encourage 
you to shop locally. Shopping locally 
is about developing awareness around 
what you buy. It means becoming 
mindful about what you buy and where 
you buy it from. So, the next time you 
hear the phrase ‘shop local’ think of it as 
another way of saying ‘shop conscious-
ly.’ It’s a mentality and a lifestyle worth 
embracing for the betterment of our 
well-being and community.”

Neenah High School theater garners top honors
Neenah News

Neenah High School’s one-act play won 
top honors at the Wisconsin Interscholas-
tic State Theatre Festival last weekend in 
Green Bay. 

“This Girl Laughs, This Girl Cries, This 
Girl Does Nothing,” written by Finegan 
Kruckemeyer, won the Critic’s Choice 
Award, the highest honor at the festival. 

The cast also won an outstanding ensemble 
award, the crew won an outstanding tech-
nical theater award, and Kaitlyn Bergmann 
won an outstanding directing award with 
the assistance of student director Aly Lamb. 

Four students won individual acting 
awards for their roles in the show: An-
nilee Molchaney, Rebecca Konkle, Marie 
Dums and Aliza Perry. 

At the state technical theater challenge, 
Neenah took second place overall. Claire 
Nichols took first in the individual props 
category and Avery Cowell took first in 
the individual knot-tying category. Abby 
Searl, Rowan Hansen, Samuel Davies and 
Cowell placed first in the cable relay team 
event. Aaron Hoffmann led the technical 
challenge team.
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You can count on 911
Restoration to be the solution
for all your restoration needs.
From flood clean up to mold
removal and everything in

between, we have you covered.
Choose 911 Restoration for

peace of mind from the moment
you place the call to the

completion of our restoration
process. We will keep you

informed every step of the way.

RAPID RESPONSE
24/7 365

(920) 355-3377
info.fox@911restoration.com

www.911restorationoshkosh.com

> edwardjones.com |Member SIPC

Can I withdraw
funds? Can I
convert my
account? How
can I generate
income?
Are your retirement accounts following your investment strategy?
Call or email me today, and let’s make sure you’re still on track.

Shane Zillmer
Financial Advisor
675 Deerwood Ave, Suite A
Neenah,WI 54956
920-729-1150
shane.zillmer@edwardjones.com

NEENAH OSHKOSH

2022 Ford EDGE

$12,000OFF
MSRP*

UP TO

2022 Ford F-150

$9,480OFF
MSRP*

UP TO

Crew Cab

*From dealer stock. Stock #N22457. Tax, title,
license and fees extra. Ends 11/30/23.

*In stock vehicles only. MSRP $35,990. Stock #N22392.
Tax, title, license and fees extra. Ends 11/30/23.

BERGSTROMAUTO.COM/FORD

Groups unite on Toys for Tots effort
Neenah News

Winnegamie Home Builders will be 
collecting toys for the Toys for Tots Pro-
gram again this year in conjunction with 
U.S. Marines Corp, Oshkosh Salvation 
Army and Oshkosh Corp. 

The mission of the program is to collect 
new, unwrapped toys during the holiday 
season and distribute them as gifts to less 
fortunate children in the community. 

Go to oshkosh-wi.toysfortots.org for a 
list of toy drop-off locations in the Neenah 
and Oshkosh area. Collection boxes will 
be picked up Dec. 8 by volunteers from 
Oshkosh Corp. and WHBA. 

The toys will be distributed to the fam-
ilies that are registered through the Os-
hkosh Salvation Army. Below are all the 

drop off sites.
A bourbon gift shop in Neenah is one of 

the many businesses giving back for the holi-
days in support of Toys for Tots. Grainworks 
Old & New will be collecting toys for its toy 
drive through Dec. 10, which they will con-
tribute to the Toys for Tots effort.

There is a fun catch to what the guys 
at Grainworks are doing. Every $10 spent 
on new and unwrapped toys that custom-
ers bring to the shop will earn a ticket to 
enter in the store’s bourbon drawing. 
According to the shop’s Facebook page, 
they have a selection of donated bourbon 
whiskey bottles for winning tickets to se-
lect from.

Tickets will be drawn Dec. 10 and cus-
tomers do not need to be present to win. 

Writing contest offered for regional authors
Restaurant proposed for 
hospital neighborhood
Neenah News

A new restaurant has been proposed 
adjacent to ThedaCare Regional Medical 
Center at 240 1st St.

611 Properties, owned by David Mill-
er of Appleton, has submitted a site plan 
application to construct a new restaurant 
with an outdoor patio at the former Op-
tiVision site. The surrounding land uses 
include medical and dental offices and 
400 businesses within a one-mile radius 
of downtown Neenah.

The property is 0.67 acres in size and 
includes a 5,700-square-foot building 
that is being demolished due to the in-
ability to use it as a restaurant. 

The building has already been removed 
and the site substantially cleared. The 
location is kitty-corner from Roosevelt 
School on Doty Island which has also 
been demolished. 

The new building will be one story and 
about 1,300 square feet smaller but on 
the same southeast portion of the prop-
erty. 

A 900-square-foot outdoor patio sur-
rounded by a 3-foot fence would be con-
structed and operate as a beer garden. 
According to a sign in front of the parcel, 
two spaces will be available for retail, of-
fice, restaurant or medical uses and the 
location has the optional inclusion of a 
drive thru.

A property listing notes the round-
about in front sees an estimated 11,600 
vehicles per day. The site is considered 

appealing due to its proximity to The-
daCare, which has about 1,330 employ-
ees. Early this year the common council 
discussed the need for a convenience 
store or other food options on the island 
central to Neenah and Menasha with a 
particular need for those visiting patients 
at the hospital.

Miller told Neenah News that 611 
Properties is not releasing information 
on the plans for the site at this time as 
negotiations with the tenant who would 
like to open a restaurant are still under-
way. 

At the city’s Plan Commission meet-
ing last week Miller said that the render-
ings are being finalized and he hopes to 
be open by May 5 which is the Mexican 
holiday Cinco de Mayo due to it being a 
Mexican restaurant.

This rendering shows a proposed restaurant near ThedaCare Regional Medical Center.

The Fox Cities National Endowment for 
the Arts (NEA) Big Reads Writing Contest 
invites residents to participate in a commu-
nity writing contest to celebrate the Fox 
Cities Book Festival’s 2024 Reads title.

The story needs to answer the question, 

“What do family and home mean to you?” 
Entries should be five pages or fewer in 
length, double-spaced and in 12-point font.

Entries are welcome from all ages and 
from multiple languages. Entries are due 
by Jan. 15. Go to foxcitiesbookfestival.org.
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EXPERIENCE THE SUNESTA

AWNINGS DIFFERENCE

Want sun protection that’s 15
%

cooler?

Sunesta Retractable Awnings from Wrightway offer custom sizes

and fabric options to fit any home or patio space.

3 CUSTOM SIZES

3 MORE THAN 100 FABRI

3 10 YEAR WARRANTY

3 CUSTOM SIZES

3 MORE THAN 100 FABRIC OPTIONS

3 10 YEAR WARRANTY

www.WrightwayBuilt.com

920-232-5600

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA FOR OVER 41 YEARS!

Financing Options

3 Easy Payment Options:

12 Months Same-As-Cash

6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years

6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

Call for Details!

FREE Motor

FREE Install
any New Sunesta

Motorized Retractable Awning

Valid only with coupon. One coupon per household. Cannot be combined

with any other offer. Expires 12/24/2023. Some restrictions apply.

Averi able to rest easier with new safety bed
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

An 8-year-old girl is now sleeping safely 
thanks to a generous outpouring of sup-
port from the community. 

Local businesses, friends and family 
members came together and in less than 
a month raised more than $9,000 to pur-
chase a special bed for Averi Conner, a 
Spring Road Elementary third-grader 
with a host of medical challenges.

Averi lives in Fox Crossing with par-
ents Ashley and Fred, and 12-year-old 
sister Mackenzie. Like many kids her age, 
she enjoys reading books, playing pranks 
on her family and cheering on her sister 
during hockey games. 

What sets Averi apart from her class-
mates is that each night when she goes 
to sleep she begins having uncontrollable 
seizures, as many as 50 per night. With 
Averi at a much higher risk for sudden un-
expected death with epilepsy, Ashley be-
gan sleeping with her on the couch about 
two years ago to monitor her and help her 
through the seizures. 

Neenah News first reported last month 
that the Conner family was fundraising to 
purchase a special bed for Averi after in-
surance denied coverage of it. 

“She’s just a very happy kid and we 
want to keep her around,” Ashley said last 
month. “We’re trying to get this bed so we 
can keep her safe and help her live a long, 
happy life.”

The Cubby Bed has mesh and fabric 
doors, padded protection, special sheets, 
a camera, microphone, speaker, environ-
mental sensors, circadian light and a safe-
ty alert system. It would provide a secure 
environment for Averi, allowing Ashley to 

return to sleeping in her own bed and giv-
ing the family peace of mind. 

Fundraising efforts began in mid-Octo-
ber and included a GoFundMe campaign, 
a credit union donations account and two 
raffles during recent Green Bay Packers 
games at The Dome sports bar, owned by 
former mayor Dean Kaufert and wife Re-
nee. 

Stacy Beduhn of Sweet Creations by 
Stacy home bakery in Greenville assisted 
the family by donating 10% of cookie dec-
orating kit sales to the fund and provided 
cookies as raffle donations. 

When the maker of the Cubby Bed 
learned of the family’s fundraising efforts, 

the company donated a mattress and gave 
the family a discount on the bed. 

The Conner family surpassed the fund-
raising goal and placed an order for a Cub-
by Bed, which arrived last week. Some 
of the funds were used to purchase new 
sheets and a comforter to turn the bed 
into a Shopkins bed, as Averi loves the 
Shopkins collection of miniature toys. 

“Get her something to dress it up a little 
bit, make it more exciting for her, because 
it’s kind of scary going from sleeping with 
mom all the time on the couch to now 
she’s going to be in a big bed on her own,” 
Ashley said. “We just want to make it an 
easier, smoother transition for her.”  

Ashley said that after only a few days 
of using the Cubby Bed it has already 
been life changing for the family. Averi is 
sleeping safely through the night and the 
seizures she experiences are recorded so 
the Conner family can send them to her 
doctor.

“We haven’t even had it a full week and 
she’s excited to come home from school 
every day and go to her bed to take a nap,” 
Ashley said. “She doesn’t want to be on 
that couch anymore; she likes her bed.”

While the extra funds generated from 
the fundraising campaign would help sup-
port Averi’s ongoing medical needs, the 
Conners are instead donating the surplus 
to another child in need of a Cubby Bed.

“Because we know how it feels to be a 
parent and you’re supposed to provide for 
your kid, you’re supposed to advocate for 
them, you’re supposed to protect them 
and we’ve done all of that, but some man 
sitting somewhere at the insurance place 
who has never met my kid got to decide 
that she doesn’t need it,” Ashley said. “And 
I just think that’s unfair and I know how 
it hurts and how it feels as a parent, and 
we want to do what we can to help other 
families not feel like that.”

Ashley became emotional as she de-
scribed her gratitude not only for those 
who donated to help the family purchase 
a Cubby Bed, but also for the people who 
reached out with friendship and support.

“They helped us and because this commu-
nity is so great Averi is now going to be able 
to sleep safe and it’s a great feeling,” she said. 
“It’s hard to describe how thankful we are.”

As for Averi, she raised her arms above 
her head and exclaimed, “Thank you, I 
love it!”

Submitted photo

Averi Conner (right) tries out her new Cubby Bed with mother Ashley and sister Mackenzie 
after a fundraiser helped the family raise enough money for the 8-year-old’s needs.
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Small Business SaturdaySmall Business Saturday
NOVVVEMBER 25

Register to win a $200 Tennie’s Gift Card

DOWNTOWN APPLETON
208 E. College Ave.
920-734-1858

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-2pm

DOWNTOWN OSHKOSH
523 N. Main St.
920-231-0462

Tues-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-2pm

Storewide SaleStorewide Sale
NOW THRU CHRISTMAS

20%-50% Off20%-50% Off

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
165 N. Park Avenue, Neenah

920-751-4658
@bmmglass • bmmglass.com

Holiday
Open
House

Saturday,
December 2
10amto
4:30pm

Create a
gingerbread house
suncatcher! $15

Join us for some
holiday fun!

FREE Admission
Treats

Art Projects
LiveMusic by

BrigadeMusic &
Tech Group
11:00am

&
Arts For All Choir

1:30pm

&
Art

Activity
Day
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GGoo ffor the long pass with FFoooottbballl
Croissants. This delicious pretzel flavored
croissant will make a touchdown with
your cheese dip, mustard sauce or make
a yummy sandwich while watching the
game. Order your Football Croissant for

the next game now.

FOOTBALL
SEASON IS HERE!

Online orders only, for
Saturday pickups

www.Loveofcroissants.com

Armed man in custody after break-in incident
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A 40-year-old Neenah man is facing 
charges for allegedly attempting to break 
into an apartment on 4th Street earlier this 
month while intoxicated and armed with a 
rifle, handgun and knife.

According to the criminal complaint, 
police were dispatched to a residence in 
the 300 block of 4th Street just before 3 
a.m. Nov. 11 for a report of a suspicious 
person in an attached exterior room of an 
apartment, which had been locked.

The reporting party told police dispatch 
that he was armed with a pistol and the 
suspect also indicated that he was armed. 
Dispatch advised that they could hear the 
male suspect banging and yelling in the 
background.

Upon arrival, an officer encountered 
Bradley Samida and placed him into custo-
dy. Documents say that as they were walk-
ing to the squad car Samida told an officer 
to watch where he stepped because there 
were low spots and those were caused by 
buried bodies. Samida said he was told to 
identify himself as a federal agent and stat-
ed that he busted down a door on the west 
side of the building. 

Officers recovered a knife with a 7-inch 
blade from a sheath on Samida’s left hip, a 
pistol in a holster attached to his right tor-
so on a plate carrier vest and an automatic 
rifle on his right side. Both the pistol and 
rifle had fully loaded magazines although 
neither had rounds chambered. Samida 
also had a backpack with two more hand-
gun magazines and three more rifle mag-
azines.

Apartment occupants told police they 
were sleeping when they were awoken 
by a loud banging from the side of their 
apartment. The male occupant armed 
himself with his handgun and immediate-
ly called 911. 

While he was on the phone with 911, 
Samida continuously yelled about the 
property being ransacked and referred to 
the male occupant by the name “Leon-
ardo,” which is not his name. It was de-
termined that Samida broke the bottom 
portion of a wooden exterior door to gain 
access to the enclosed porch of the resi-
dence.

When asked why he chose to go to that 
residence, Samida told authorities he 
wanted to “ruffle feathers,” explaining that 

he wanted to get law enforcement atten-
tion because he was upset with Neenah 
police for not helping him out or investi-
gating his theories. An officer noted that 
during prior professional contacts with 
Samida his concerns are related to bodies 
being encased in the bronze art statues in 
downtown Neenah.

Samida stated, “What I did was not 
lawful,” and acknowledged that he was 
consuming alcohol while carrying his fire-
arms. A preliminary breath test revealed a 
blood alcohol concentration of 0.14. Wis-
consin prohibits individuals from carry-

ing or operating a firearm while under the 
influence of an intoxicant.

He is facing charges of burglary while 
armed with a dangerous weapon, terror-
ist threats and second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety. He remains incarcer-
ated at the Winnebago County Jail on a 
$50,000 cash bond with conditions in-
cluding no contact with parties in the 300 
block of 4th Street, surrender all firearms 
to the sheriff ’s office, not possess any dan-
gerous weapons, not possess any firearms 
either real or facsimile, and absolute sobri-
ety.

Neenah Historical Society photo

Early marketplace
Jandrey’s served the Neenah community for more than a century. Established in 
1866 as the William Kellett Dry Goods Store, the department store was renamed 
Jandrey’s in 1916. This staple of downtown Neenah closed its doors in 1983 but 
the squeaky floors remain in the Marketplace. 
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Police medallion hunt draws out community sleuths
Participants learn city  
history while on searches 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Police Department’s weekly 
treasure hunt is wrapping up, with only five 
chances left to find one of the commemo-
rative medallions and the final hunt taking 
place Christmas Day.

As part of this year’s sesquicentennial an-
niversary celebration, police have hidden a 
bronze medallion in parks and public prop-
erty within the city each week for treasure 
hunters to find. The first clue is posted on 
the police departments’ Facebook page on 
Mondays. If the medallion is not located, 
additional clues continue until it’s found.

Community policing coordinator Joe 
Benoit said a seven-person committee 
comes up with the various hiding spots and 
clues. Assistant police chief Jeff Bernice 
said Benoit is the MVP of the team and has 
gone the extra mile to ensure the success of 
the hunt, taking care of internal administra-
tive tasks, preparing social media posts and 
recording the locations and length of time 
each hunt takes.

Police have recently begun posting a clue 
on Sundays that dedicated treasure hunters 
try to solve to determine what time the ac-
tual clue will be posted the next day. Many 
of the clues involve mathematics, local his-
tory, themes and ciphers designed so that 
people from all different backgrounds can 
participate. 

“I’ve heard from a lot of people that the 
amount of local history they’ve learned 
about the founders of Neenah, the original 
settlers here, historical locations, there’s just 

so much that there is to take in on local his-
tory,” Benoit said. “I hope that the commu-
nity benefited from that as much as I have.”

Benoit said the treasure hunt has gath-
ered quite a following, with some residents 
indicating they’ve taken off work every 
Monday to participate.

“We’ve heard from several that they run 
into other treasure hunters on a regular ba-
sis,” he said.

The medallions are 8.3 ounces, 3 inches 
in diameter, made of antique brass and are 
a true minted coin. Those who find one get 
to keep it, are awarded a certificate with the 
medallion’s number, and are asked to scan 
a QR code and submit a picture of their 
group. 

So far this year, 47 medallions have been 

hidden and located. The time it takes for trea-
sure hunters to locate one has ranged from 12 
minutes in Washington Park during a hunt in 
August, to 51 hours and 30 minutes for a find 
in Memorial Park in April.

Some of the more unique hiding plac-
es include a medallion submerged at the 
bottom of the Fox River near the Whiting 
Boathouse. The finder had to pull it up with 
a paracord. Another was hidden in the wa-
ter beneath rock steps in Arrowhead Park, 
taking 46 hours and 15 minutes to be locat-
ed. 

One of the recent winners has been 
participating each week since the second 
Monday of the year and finally secured a 
medallion last week. Another winner was a 
mother-and-son team who have been send-
ing police detailed reports on their treasure 
hunting and finally located one of the me-
dallions recently. 

Benoit said the team was ecstatic to final-
ly find one and he was impressed by the lev-
el of involvement from people that officers 
may otherwise never meet. 

“Because as police officers, we don’t al-
ways get opportunities to meet the good 
law-abiding citizens, unless they have a bad 
day or something happens and they have 
to call the police,” he said. “This is a great 
way to try and change that and turn that 
around.”

Bernice said feedback from those who 
participated has been overwhelmingly pos-
itive. 

“I think one of the biggest accomplish-
ments is that they’re getting out of the 
house to do something together that’s both 
fun, competitive and there’s an end result,” 
he said.

The final treasure hunt will take place 
Christmas Day, which falls on a Monday. 
Benoit hinted that the location may involve 
local history, the holiday and wrapping up 
the end of the year.

“After the kids rip through the presents 
in the morning, you know, rather than sit-
ting around and playing Monopoly, maybe 
they’ll all go out and try to find the trea-
sure,” he said. “It would be a good whole-
some family activity.”

Although no firm plans have been estab-
lished, Benoit said next year he hopes to 
continue developing similar fun activities 
because he believes it helps build commu-
nity trust.

“To build up the positive relationships 
and camaraderie,” he said, “the return we 
found within the community and those 
positive relationships has been outstand-
ing.”

This was the hiding spot at Carpenter  
Preserve for Week 46 of the medallion hunt 
in mid-November.

Neenah Police Department photos

Becky Donaldson (center left) and daughter Jordan Donaldson found the medallion in a 
multistage hunt in early October that went from the female Indian chief statue downtown to 
Shattuck Park to Kimberly Point Park.
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Service station thefts bring charges against pair 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A 44-year-old man and 46-year-old 
woman are facing charges for burglar-
izing an unlocked gas station on south 
Commercial Street in February. 

Jason Sculley and Kimberly Price al-
legedly stole 109 lottery tickets valued 
at $849 from the Neenah convenience 
store, some of which Sculley’s girlfriend 
later attempted to cash in Berlin.

According to the criminal complaint, 
police were dispatched to the gas station 
Feb. 23 around 5 a.m. The store manag-
er reported that due to a snowstorm the 
store closed at 7 p.m. the previous eve-
ning and when she arrived the next morn-
ing she found the door unlocked and the 
drawer for the lottery station open. 

Officers reviewed surveillance footage 
from the previous night that showed the 
clerk putting her key in the lock and leav-
ing. The clerk did not pull on the door 
after locking it. A male in a dark-colored 
SUV arrived a short time later, entered 
the store and used the ATM next to the 
door. 

The suspect walked down an aisle and 
took some merchandise and set the mer-
chandise on the counter along with some 

money. After seeing another male arrive, 
he grabbed the merchandise and cash 
and left the store, walking away with the 
other male. 

About an hour later the male suspect 
returned to the gas station with a female 
suspect, who went behind the count-
er and began taking lottery tickets. The 
male looked around before joining the 
female and taking lottery tickets himself. 

Shortly after leaving the gas station, 
police were contacted by a security inves-
tigator for Wisconsin Lottery who stated 
one of the stolen tickets was attempted 
to be cashed at Berlin Oil gas station in 
Berlin and the gas station provided sur-
veillance. 

Another stolen ticket was scanned at 
Kwik Trip in Berlin and Kwik Trip was 
able to provide a license plate of the sus-
pect vehicle, which came back to Sculley. 

Sculley’s girlfriend was identified as 
the party attempting to cash the tickets. 
She initially told police she only tried to 
cash lottery tickets that she purchased 
herself, then stated she found them on 
the ground and in a garbage can.

A fellow jail inmate reported Sculley 
told him that he walked to the gas station 
to use the ATM and discovered no clerk 

present so he began to text people while 
he was in the store to find people to come 
help him steal items. Sculley alleged-
ly told the inmate that he left the store, 
picked up a female, purchased gloves and 
masks, and returned to the store.

Price stated Sculley picked her up that 
night and mentioned there was a gas sta-
tion that hadn’t locked its door. The pair 
stopped at CVS where Price was seen on 
surveillance purchasing masks before re-
turning to the gas station and allegedly 
stealing the lottery tickets. 

Price was charged with party to the 
crime of burglary as a repeater and made 
her initial appearance last week. She’s 
due back in court in December.

Sculley was charged with party to the 
crime of burglary as a repeater and theft 
of movable property as a repeater. He’s 

due in court in January for a plea and sen-
tencing hearing.

Neenah community policing coordina-
tor Joe Benoit said the department takes a 
proactive approach to neighborhood po-
licing and often checks local businesses’ 
doors at night to ensure they’re locked. 

“It’s a great service because the busi-
ness owners see that we’re out there pro-
viding that service that their tax dollars 
are paying for and any would-be crim-
inals are also seeing us going around 
doing that, so it’s a natural deterrent of 
crime also,” he said.

Police encourage businesses and res-
idents to check that their doors and 
windows are locked as part of the 9 p.m. 
routine, a nightly reminder that includes 
removing valuables from vehicles and en-
suring vehicles are secured.  

Fentanyl sales lead to arrests of two
Neenah News

Police have arrested two Milwaukee 
people in connection with drug deals in 
Neenah and Oshkosh.

The arrests stem from a Lake Winneba-
go Metropolitan Enforcement Group in-
vestigation that included a confidential 
informant who bought fentanyl from the 
suspects.

According to the criminal complaint, an 
informant purchased three grams of fen-
tanyl for $390 during a prearranged drug 
transaction at the Kwik Trip in Neenah on 
Oct. 6 and six grams of fentanyl for $700 
at the Washburn Street Kwik Trip in Osh-
kosh on Nov. 2. 

During the Oshkosh drug buy, the wom-
an selling the drugs first met another in-

dividual at the gas station to procure the 
drugs before selling them to the informant. 

Both the woman who sold the drugs 
and the man who supplied them were sub-
sequently arrested during traffic stops and 
identified as Dominique Edwards, 38, and 
Aloysius Sartin, 23, both of Milwaukee. 

A search of Sartin’s vehicle uncovered 
commercial cannabis and a prescription 
bottle with seven Schedule IV prescrip-
tion pills. He has been charged with man-
ufacturing or delivering fentanyl as party 
to a crime and possessing an illegally ob-
tained prescription.

Edwards has been charged with two 
counts of manufacturing or delivering 
fentanyl. Both parties are due back in 
court Thursday.

Business news roundup
Gov. Tony Evers has reappointed Fox 

Cities Chamber president and chief ex-
ecutive Becky Bartoszek to the Council 
on Workforce Investment, the federally 
mandated entity under the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act that as-
sists the governor in developing innova-
tive and dynamic approaches to develop 

Wisconsin’s workforce. Members include 
a majority of business leaders, as well as 
state legislators and local elected officials, 
representatives from educational institu-
tions, community-based organizations, 
and labor representatives from through-
out the state. Her term expires in July 
2025.
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KRUEGERS

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pmMon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-5pm • Sun 9am-2pm

Now in Progress!Now in Progress!

16.99
YOUR CHOICE
Holiday Bright Lights®
216 ct. Micro Big Seed LED Light Set
Choose blue, green, red, cool white,
multicolor or warm white.
T 266 726, 727, 728, 729, 730, 732

14.99
YOUR CHOICE
National Tree
2 ft. Artificial Pre-Lit Noble Fir Tree
Available in warm white or multicolor.
Battery-operated LEDs. 71 tips. 16 in. diameter.
Burlap base with a red bow. T 266 786, 892

6.99
YOUR CHOICE
Holiday Wonderland®

50 ct. LED Mini Bulb Light Set
Choose warm white, multicolor, red, blue or
green. 12.25 ft. lighted length. 13.6 ft. total
length. T 195 542, 543, 544, 546, 547

18.99
GE®

9W PAR38 LED+ Color Changing Light
9 color settings. 1,300 lumens. Dimmable.
Includes remote, no hub or Wi-Fi needed.
15,000 hours rated life. E 274 797

17.99
As Seen On TV
Alien Double-Sided Tape
Locks objects into place without
screws, anchors or adhesive.
Holds up to 17.5 lbs. W 270 228

1.99
YOUR CHOICE
Papercraft Traditional
or Contemporary Christmas
Wrapping Paper 35 sq. ft. 60 GSM.
Premium, heavyweight. T 274 739, 740

SAVE $70
OR MORE

99
DeWalt® 2-pk. 20V MAX
Lithium-Ion Batteries Quick 45-minute
charge time. Provides up to 33% longer
run time. No memory and virtually no
self-discharge. R 213 876

9.99
Stanley®
16 in. Essential Tool Box
Features tool tray with handle and top
organizers. Plastic latch and padlock eye
for security. Tools not included. R 209 709

18.99
Stanley® FatMax®
16 ft. Tape Measure Hi-impact ABS case for
durability. Built-in cushion grip for comfort. R 660 886

44.99
Master Mechanic®
54 pc. Mechanics Tool Set Contains
popular sockets and bits in a handy carrying
case. R 228 709

anic®

29.99
Channellock® 2 pc. Pliers Set Includes
9.5 in. & 12 in. tongue & groove. Made from high-
carbon steel. Right angle, laser heat-treated teeth
grip better and last longer. R 500 496

29.99
Bosch 21 pc. Titanium Metal
Drill Bit Set For general-purpose
drilling in high-carbon steel and light-gauge
metal, plus wood and plastic. Provides 2x
longer life than standard drill bits. R 256 170

SAVE $34
OR MORE

$75
Dremel®
3.5A Multi-Max Oscillating Tool Kit
Powerful performance. Ergonomic design.
Quick and precise cuts. Includes full kit. R 248 278

$3 OFF$3 OFF
YOUR CHOICEYOUR CHOICE
Blue Def® 2.5 gal. Platinum™
Diesel Exhaust Fluid or Diesel
Exhaust Fluid Compatible with all diesel
SCR systems. H 104 640; 135 382

16.9916.99
DeWALT® 29 Piece Screwdriver
Bit Set Includes #1 Phillips 1” insert
bit tip, 10 - #2 Phillips 1” insert bit tips,
#3 Phillips 1” insert bit tip, #6 slotted
1” insert bit tip, 2 - #8 slotted 1” insert
bit tips, #10 slotted 1” insert bit tip, #1
square recess 1” bit tip, 6 - #2 square
recess 1” bit tips, #3 square recess
1” bit tip, #2 Phillips 2” power bit, #2
square recess 2” power bit, ¼”x1-7/8”
magnetic nut driver, compact magnetic
drive guide. 307713

49.9949.99
Illuminated twinkling bare branch
wall tree 40” indoor/outdoor, brown
tree, 76 starry, 5 mm multi-LED lights,
continuous-on, non-replaceable bulbs,
shimmer free; with folding stand so tree
can be displayed against or away from
the wall. Includes stakes for lawn display.
251517

9.99
Safe Step®

Sure Paws® 8 lb.
Organic Ice Melter
100% all natural organic. Safe
for pets and lawns. Melts ice to
-15°F/-26°C T 149 817

69.99
Lasko®

22 in. Digital Ceramic Oscillating
Heater Includes remote. 3 heat
settings and 2 quiet settings.
Fan-powered delivery. Overheat
protection. W 114 145

$449
Weber®
Spirit II E-210™ LP Gas
Two 26,500-BTU burners. Total cooking area -
450 sq. in. T 232 665
3 pc. Precision Stainless Steel Tool Set, 46.99 • T 102 641

Grill

9.99
Feathered Friend®

10 lb. Favorite™ Wild Bird Food
Blend of millet, grain products and
sunflower seeds. Attracts finches,
towhees, sparrows, cardinals, jays and
more. L 110 407

Master
2-Pk Chrome Tape Measure
Nylon Coated Blade, 1-In. x 25-Ft., Stud Markings Every 16 &
19.2 Inch with Belt Clip And Chrome-Coated Case.

Stanley®
Hand Tool Set
Mixed hand tool set consists of a 10-piece multi bit
ratcheting screwdriver, quick-change retractable,
5 pack 1992 heavy-duty utility blades and power
lock tape measure. 10 piece multi bit ratcheting
screwdriver features a magnetic bit holder for
secure storage of bits.

999 Winneconne Ave., Neenah, WI
920-722-1588 • kruegertruevalue.com
*Tax additional. Promotion valid 11/15/23-11/30/23. Prior sales ineligible. Offer subject to change without notice. MSRP is a manufacturer’s
suggested retail price and may not represent actual sale prices. Actual products for sale may vary in use, design, required attachments and

safety features. See dealer for details. Credit Card, Financing. Delivery and Set up fees may apply. See dealer for details.

GET MORE VALUE FOR YOUR DOLLAR!
WE PROVIDE…

Registration for warranty • Fully assembled
Delivery available** • We’ll recycle your old snow blowerJiimmm aanndd BBrriiaaann WWeebbbb, OOwwnneerrssJim and Brian Webb, Owners

BLACK
FRIDAY
SNOW BLOWER SALE
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

18” Power Clear® 518 ZE
Electric Start
Gas Snowblowerrr
Model 38475

21” Power Clear® 721 E
Gas Snow Blower
Model 38753

NOW ONLYNNNOOOWWW OOONNNLLLYYY

$549$549**
NOW ONLYNNNOOOWWW OOONNNLLLYYY

$699$699**

WAS $599 WAS $749
SAVE

$50
SAVE

$50

4.6 (115) 4.6(1168)

HURRY IN. SALE ENDS 11/30/23 OR UNTIL SOLD OUT!

19.99

19.99

7.997.99
Diamond Visions® Foam
Super Glider Plane Body 36 cm/14 in,
wing 38 cm/15 in, caudal fin 17 cm/6.7
in. Assorted colors. 275232
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Window replacement
with zero worries

EST

1977

920-232-5600
WrightwayBuilt.com

*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $100 each window.
Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions.

Void where prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

s

SAVE
$100*

PER WINDOW
up to $3000

Financing Options
3 Easy Payment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years
6.99% Fixed Rate 7 Years

Call for Details!

2923 Jackson St. Oshkosh | www.sanctuary-aquatics.com | (920) 204-6589

Your Premiere Tropical Fish Store

Come see our HUGE Selection of
Saltwater + Freshwater Fish, Plants,

Coral, Aqua Equipment,
Planted Tanks, Aquariums

Handprints made with paint decorate 
the floor, placed there by children who 
helped set up the pantry. The location in-
cludes a separate room for hygiene items 
such as diapers, menstrual products and 
other toiletries. 

Upon entering, visitors are greeted by 
staff at a large front desk for checking in. 
Pingel is especially proud of the new wait-
ing area. He said one of the issues with the 
former pantry location was that visitors 
had to wait in the thrift store while the 
new location provides more privacy.

“As you tour the facility, notice the dig-
nity we offer to those that need us,” he 
said. “We weren’t always able to offer that.”

An expanded storage area includes a 
40-foot walk-in cooler and freezer for 
overstock. The cooler was funded in part 
by Feeding America. 

While the pantry was expected to re-
ceive $115,000 from the city of Neenah to 

help fund the walk-in freezer, Pingel said 
the pantry is no longer pursuing those 
funds due to concerns that some of the 
contract reporting requirements could 
cause the pantry to lose a regular source of 
food donations.

With the entire expansion coming in at 
just over $1 million, the pantry applied 
for funds awarded to the county as part 
of the American Rescue Plan Act. The 
Winnebago County Board of Supervisors 
was expected to vote Tuesday on whether 
to approve $500,000 for the new pantry, 
contingent on it remaining committed to 
its mission to strengthen the lives of indi-
viduals, families and the community.

Pingel said there is still more work to 
complete on the new location but it is 
open.

“We have so much more to give, so 
much more to do, but this is where we are 
and this is what we’re going to be,” he said.

Vinnie’s pantry is free to residents and 
open for limited hours Wednesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays. More information is 
available at svdpneenah.org.

Vinnie’s Pantry
from Page 1

 

Saturday, Nov. 25
Small Business Saturday, Neenah

Sunday, Nov. 26
Sunday Concert Series: Christo’s Nov-

elty Combo, 2 p.m., Neenah Public Li-
brary

Monday, Nov. 27
Monday Morning Book Klatch: “The 

Children Are Home,” 10 a.m., Neenah 
Public Library

Tuesday, Nov. 28
Movie Talks: “Love, Actually,” 6:30 

p.m., Neenah Public Library
The New Art of Coffee with Ryan Cas-

telaz, 7 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Friday, Dec. 1
Timeless Treasures Christmas Bazaar, 

8 a.m., Peace Lutheran Church, 1228 S. 
Park Ave.

A Very Neenah Christmas, 6 p.m., 
downtown Neenah

Celtic Christmas with MPK, 6:30 
p.m., Faith Global Methodist Church, 
1025 Tullar Road

Saturday, Dec. 2
Kids Holiday Event, 8 a.m., The Globe 

Coffee, 229 W. Wisconsin Ave.
The Grinch Family Breakfast, 9 a.m., 

Washington Park shelter

Holiday Open House and Art Activity 
Day, 10 a.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Muse-
um of Glass

Santa Saturday, 9 a.m., Bergstrom Ford 
of Neenah, 525 S. Green Bay Road

Ugly Cupcake Party, 7 p.m., Neenah 
Public Library

Sunday, Dec. 3
Neenah-Menasha YMCA Music Re-

cital, 1 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran Church

Monday, Dec. 4
Grunt Surgeon book signing with Dr. 

F. Mark Moore, 6:30 p.m., Neenah Pub-
lic Library

A Journey Back in Time with Neenah 
Historical Society, 10 a.m., Neenah-Me-
nasha YMCA

Thursday, Dec. 7
Neenah Boys Basketball Skate Night 

fundraiser, 5 p.m., The Plaza, 229 W. 
Wisconsin Ave.

Friday, Dec. 8
The Rocke Brothers, 6:30 p.m., 

CWORD Fellowship, 1020 Tullar Road
Footloose Friday, 10:30 a.m., Neenah 

Public Library

Saturday, Dec. 9
Ugly Sweater Shuffle, 8 a.m., Loop the 

Lake Trail
Christmas Giving Fundraiser, 5:30 

p.m., Lucky Dog’z

Sunday, Dec. 10
Neenah Community Band Concert, 3 

p.m., Neenah High School
Neenah Soccer Club 50th anniversary 

party, 2 p.m., The Dome Sports Bar & 
Grill, 1338 S. Commercial St.

Calendar 
of events

Nomination papers available Dec. 1
Neenah News

The League of Women Voters of Win-
nebago County is reminding those in-
terested in running for office that Dec. 1 
is the first day for candidates to file their 
candidacy and begin circulating nomina-
tion papers. 

Elections for local school boards, Win-
nebago County Board of Supervisors, and 
city, village and town boards are April 2, 
preceded by a Feb. 20 primary if needed. 
The LWV has created a one-stop shop 
with links to the necessary paperwork, 
forms and guidelines. 

Candidates are advised to confirm the 
information with the filing officer listed in 
the materials. 

Neenah voters will select their alder-
persons for districts 1, 2 and 3 in seats 

currently held by John Skyrms, Brian 
Borchardt and Todd Stevenson, respec-
tively, for three-year terms. 

They also will choose Board of Educa-
tion members from three seats up for elec-
tion currently held by Brian Epley, Kris-
tian Sahr and David Williams.

Prospective candidates can find the 
LWV document How to Run for Office: 
Spring 2024 at lwvwinnebago.org, its 
Facebook page or by emailing wclwvin-
fo@gmail.com. 

Nomination papers must be turned in 
to the respective public office no later than 
5 p.m. Jan. 2. Other forms and paperwork, 
including campaign finance documents, 
must be completed and submitted by the 
required due date outlined in the materi-
als.
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3175 Atlas Ave., Oshkosh WI 54904
920-303-9380

info@sheaelectricllc.com
www.sheaelectricllc.com

YOU FOCUS ON
YOUR BUSINESS

Let us help protect what’s most important with a solid security system that works
for you. From access control to burglar alarms and video camera systems, we
provide peace of mind to you, your business, and your staff.

Connect with Shea Electric & Communications today for a free consultation!

Changing Lives One Smile at a Time

BINGO!

Whisper Hill Clydesdales Special Needs is a 501c3
non profit organization committed to providing
individuals the opportunity to reach their full

potential through personal growth and fulfillment
with the aid of horses and farm animals.

Volunteers always welcome.

All proceeds benefit

Doors open at 6
Play starts at 7

Every Wednesday at the
American Legion Hall
1332 Spruce Street, Oshkosh

Support a great cause and
WIN BIG CASH PAYOUTS!!!

920-322-0636
WhisperHillClydes@yahoo.com

920-410-7939
JUSTINCOXPLUMBING.COM

PLUMBING ON THE ROCKS?
CALL J. COX!

be dispatched to respond to that crash, 
the county sheriff ’s department was,” he 
said.

Late last year Sheriff John Matz noti-
fied the Village of Fox Crossing and cit-
ies of Neenah, Menasha and Oshkosh 
that the sheriff ’s office was going to di-
vest itself of primary law enforcement 
responsibilities for major highways, with 
a transitional period beginning April 1. 

Matz told the county’s Judiciary and 
Public Safety Committee early this year 
that other counties in Wisconsin require 
local municipalities to be the primary 
agency responding to highway calls in 
their area, citing Brown, Outagamie and 
Dane counties as examples. 

The motivation behind turning over 
highway policing to municipalities is to 
allow the sheriff ’s office to focus on rural 
areas. The sheriff ’s office and state patrol 
will still be called to assist municipalities 
in responding to serious incidents on 
highways. 

“We will still be very present on 441 
and 41,” Matz said. “It’s not like we’re 
abandoning anyone.”

From April through the end of June, 
highway calls for service were shared by 
the sheriff ’s office and local police to ac-
climate municipalities to responding to 
high-speed traffic stops and crashes. All 
of the primary duties were turned over 
to local police as of July 1.

Benoit said the transfer of service re-
quired Neenah officers to undergo train-
ing on how to safely respond to incidents 
on highways.

“It’s a different ball game when you’re 
pulling vehicles over and working crash 
scenes as you have semis and other vehi-

cles whizzing by you at 70 miles an hour, 
only three feet from you, or sometimes 
only two feet from you, and you can feel 
that shake your whole body,” he said. 

Benoit said the increase in workload 
likely won’t affect Neenah officers’ re-
sponses to residents’ calls for service, 
but what may suffer is community polic-
ing such as checking 
doors and buildings 
for security, moni-
toring parks and at-
tending community 
events.

“You know, instead 
of doing those, they 
might be dealing with 
a crash on the highway 
for example,” he said.

Neenah Police Department’s juris-
diction of I-41 stretches from Coun-
ty O through County G. In the first six 
months since the transfer of service, 
Neenah police have responded to 452 
incidents on highways, according to re-
cords examined by Neenah News. The 
incidents include traffic stops, assisting 
motorists, hazards, accidents, reckless 
driving, agency assists and animal calls. 

Oshkosh Police Department’s juris-
diction of I-41 begins south of Waukau 
Avenue and spans north through the 
Omro Road and State 21 roundabout, 
but excludes the Butte des Morts cause-
way. Oshkosh Police said in a statement 
earlier this year that it will develop strat-
egies to relieve the potential impact of 
the increased workload such as a desig-
nated traffic unit, overtime opportuni-
ties and other tools.

Fox Crossing Police are feeling the big-
gest impact due to the village taking on 
a greater portion of highways than other 
municipalities in the county. Fox Cross-

ing’s jurisdiction starts at I-41 and North 
Street on the south side through Pros-
pect Avenue, and from Clayton Avenue 
west of Hwy 10 over to Oneida Street. It 
includes the Roland Kampo Memorial 
Bridge and both ends of the interchange 
where State 441 meets I-41 called the 
Polish Connection.

Fox Crossing re-
ported its officers 
spent 355 hours on 
highways from April 
through September, 
investigating 79 acci-
dents and completing 
170 long forms gener-
ated by highway calls. 

Police Chief Scott 
Blashka said Fox 

Crossing’s highway calls are expected to 
significantly increase during winter. 

“The amount of snow that we got on 
Halloween as a precursor as to what 
we might expect was a large number of 
calls on the highways due to accidents, 
so we’re kind of bracing for what the 
rest of the winter is going to bring us as 
it will be our first winter as the primary 
responding units on that interchange,” 
he said.

Blashka said he’s put in a request for 
Fox Crossing’s 2024 budget to increase 
the police department’s capacity. While 
the budget is still in the preliminary stag-
es, he believes he will be able to expand 
the patrol fleet by an officer next year.

“That’s going to provide me with op-
portunities to redistribute our staffing 
levels and our supervisory levels to in-
crease the number of patrol units that 
will directly be able to impact the in-
creased calls on the highways, as well as 
any needs that we have at the new high 
school,” he said.  

The transfer of service for highway po-
licing in combination with increased po-
lice and fire calls and the village’s cost of 
a school resource officer at the Neenah 
High School, which opened this fall, has 
resulted in the village asking the state to 
exceed its property tax levy by just un-
der $160,000. The application is under 
review.

At a recent budget hearing, corpora-
tion counsel Mary Anne Mueller told 
the county board that if Fox Crossing’s 
request to exceed its property tax levy 
is granted it could decrease the county’s 
tax levy based on state statute. 

County executive Jon Doemel said at 
a meeting last week that his office has 
reached out to the Department of Rev-
enue and was informed it was unlikely 
that Fox Crossing’s request would be ap-
proved.

Matz told the county board that high-
way policing was always the responsibil-
ity of Fox Crossing once it incorporated 
that area as part of its village.

“We have since 1991 had a jurisdic-
tional agreement that we would handle 
the calls for service and they would as-
sist us,” he said. “That doesn’t change the 
responsibility, though. The responsibili-
ty is theirs.”

Matz said he’s been in contact with 
Blashka and is confident the county and 
village will come to a satisfactory reso-
lution.

Blashka said Fox Crossing Police have 
a good relationship with the sheriff ’s of-
fice which will continue to provide assis-
tance to the village in a supporting role.

“We look forward to continuing to 
work together to provide that service to 
the citizens of the village and all the peo-
ple that are traveling on the highways,” 
he said.

Highway patrol
from Page 1

Matz Blashka
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HARDWARE
516 N Commercial St • Neenah, WI 54956 • 920-722-1113

$1,449

HARDWARE

24” Classic also available for

$1,149

Ariens Deluxe
24-inch Gas
Snow Blower
Powerffrful but compact with
254cc Ariens AXXAX engine and
wide 24” clearing width.

Two stage with electric starttrt.

CALL: 920-966-0416
EMAIL: steve@jirscheleins.com

Jirschele Insurance

Medicare Annual
Enrollment Period

Oshkosh: 923 S. Main St.Oshkosh: 923 S. Main St.
Two Rivers: 1612Washington St.

An Independent Agency Since 2008
“We Still Make House Calls”

Review your currentMedicareHealthPlan, or compare other plan options.
Chances arewe’ve helped someone you know.

Year-around support, never a cost for our service.

Fall sports all-conference roundup
FOOTBALL

Rockets garner six  
first-team all-FVA spots

Neenah had five players fill a total of six 
spots on the all-Fox Valley Association 
first team. 

Junior Grant Dean was the lone Rock-
et to earn two spots on the first team and 
was a unanimous choice at both running 
back and returner. Dean finished the sea-
son with 1,774 yards and 25 touchdowns 
on the ground – despite missing one game 
because of injury – while also finishing 
second on the team in receptions with 20. 
He was also the top punt and kickoff re-
turner for the Rockets.

Senior tight end Luke Keller earned 
first-team honors for the second straight 
season after finishing the season with 12 
catches for 248 yards and a touchdown. 
Senior center Nate Cleveland was one of 
six offensive lineman named to the first 
team, marking three straight seasons that 
Cleveland has earned all-FVA recognition. 

Defensively for the Rockets, seniors 
Hudson Tamulion on the defensive line 
and Connor Briones at outside lineback-
er each garnered first-team honors. Tam-
ulion finished the season with 43 tackles, 
six tackles-for-loss and two sacks, while 
Briones finished second on the team with 
64 tackles, led the Rockets with 10 tack-
les-for-loss and had two sacks and an in-
terception this season. 

Earning second-team honors for the 
Rockets were Dean at defensive back, se-
nior Tawan Rich on the defensive line, ju-
nior Luke Jung at safety and senior Liam 
Wasco at kicker. 

The Rockets also had five players earn 
honorable mention honors, including 
four on defense. Junior lineman Blake Fish 
was the lone choice on offense, while se-
nior defensive lineman Sam Scheer, junior 
inside linebacker Andrew Carlson, senior 
linebacker Aidan Carey and senior corner-
back Will Radies were also recognized. 

Kaukauna swept the top offensive hon-
ors with Finnley Doriot being named 
Offensive Player of the Year and Offen-
sive Back of the Year, Parker Schuh being 
named Receiver of the Year and Mitch 
Versstegen being named Offensive Line-
man of the Year. 

Appleton North’s Brock Arndt earned 
Defensive Player of the Year and Line-
backer of the Year honors, while Kim-
berly’s Sam McGivern was the Defensive 
Lineman of the Year and Kaukauna’s Car-
son Van Dinter was the Defensive Back of 
the Year. 

Kaukauna’s Matt Binsfield was named 
Coach of the Year.

Schultz, Harness lead 
Zephyrs’ selections

Two defensive stalwarts highlighted St. 
Mary Catholic selections on the all-Trail-
ways Conference football team.

Senior John Schultz at linebacker and 
junior Daniel Harness at defensive end 
were each named to the first-team defense 
on the all-conference list. Schultz led the 
team with 157 tackles and also had three 
sacks and an interception. Harness fin-
ished with 73 tackles, 4.5 sacks and two 
interceptions, one of which he returned 
for a touchdown. 

Harness also earned second-team hon-
ors on offense at wide receiver, while 

sophomore Isaiah Hennessy on the de-
fensive line and senior Ashton Post at the 
defensive FLEX position also earned sec-
ond-team honors. 

Being named to the honorable men-
tion list were senior quarterback Garrett 
Weninger and senior offensive lineman 
Isidro Munoz.

Conference champion Johnson Creek 
collected the majority of individual awards 
for the conference. Dylan Bredlow was 
named Offensive Player of the Year while 
Tanner Herman earned Defensive Player 
of the Year honors. Cole Schwartz was 
named Defensive Lineman of the Year, 
while Schwartz and Cambria-Friesland’s 
Brayden Busse shared Offensive Lineman 
of the Year honors. 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Five Zephyrs recognized 
by Big East North 

Three members of the state-qualifying 
St. Mary Catholic squad garnered first-
team honors on the all-Big East Red Di-
vision team. 

Seniors Lauren Fischer and Audrey 
Norville along with junior Eliana Brenn 
helped lead the Zephyrs to the conference 
title and made up half of the six-member 
first team. Fischer and Brenn were repeat 
first-team selections, while Norville was a 
second-team honoree.

Senior Rhiannon Reichenbacher 
earned her second straight second-team 
selection, while senior libero Olivia Noel 
was named to the honorable mention list.

Howards Grove senior Olivia Baierl was 
named Player of the Year for the Big East 
Conference. 

Three Rockets garner 
all-conference honors

Neenah had a trio of players to garner 
spots on the all-Fox Valley Association 
squads.

Leading the way was senior right-side 
hitter/setter Claudia Merizon, who earned 

a spot on the eight-member second team. 
Merizon was an honorable mention selec-
tion last season. 

The Rockets also had a pair of honor-
able mention selections in senior middle 
blocker Makenna Baker and sophomore 
outside hitter Ella Lindgren.

Ella Demetrician of Appleton North 
was named Player of the Year, while the 
Lightning’s Steve Scheuerell was named 
Coach of the Year.
BOYS SOCCER

Rhodes shares top  
honors on all-FVA list

Neenah High School senior forward 
Blake Rhodes was named co-Player of the 
Year in the Fox Valley Association to lead 
the list of honorees for the Rockets. 

Rhodes finished second on the Rockets 
in goals with 13 and points with 31, shar-
ing Player of the Year honors with Osh-
kosh West senior Iban Heredia.

Rhodes was one of three Rockets to be 
named to the first team and one of two 
unanimous selections. Also chosen unani-
mously was senior defender AJ Price, who 
anchored the Rockets’ stifling defense. 

Rounding out the first-team selections 
for Neenah was senior forward Keegan 
Vande Hei, who led the Rockets with 14 
goals, 11 assists and 39 points. 

Senior midfielders Owen Wise and Alex 
Thayer were each named to the second 
team, while senior defender Calen Red-
dick and junior defender Rylan Mendoza 
were named to the honorable mention list.

Neenah’s Wil Krautkramer was named 
Coach of the Year in the conference. 

Barrientos named league’s 
top offensive player

St. Mary Catholic junior Kieran Barri-
entos was named the Offensive Player of 
the Year in the Big East/EWC, leading a 
large contingent of honorees for the state 

See All-conference on Page 14
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Boys Varsity Basketball
Winter 2023-2024 Schedule

20 AND 30 YARD DUMPSTERS FOR RENT
FOR RESIDENTIAL,COMMERCIAL AND CONSTRUCTION.

Quality Waste Disposal Inc.
Neenah,WI 54956
920-312-6616

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

ST. MARY CATHOLIC
Nov. 25 The Prairie 3:00pm
Nov. 28 @Bonduel 7:15pm
Nov. 30 Winneconne 7:15pm
Dec. 8 @Howards Grove 7:15pm
Dec. 11 Michicot 7:15pm
Dec. 14 @Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah 7:15pm
Dec. 19 @Sheboygan Area Lutheran 8:00pm
Dec. 21 Sturgeon Bay 7:15pm
Dec. 22 @Wittenberg-Birnamwood 7:00pm
Jan. 6 @Wautoma 7:30pm
Jan. 9 Menasha 7:15pm
Jan. 11 Reedsville 7:15pm

Jan. 16 @Hilbert 7:15pm

Jan. 19 @Manitowoc Lutheran 7:15pm

Jan. 22 Howards Grove 7:15pm

Jan. 25 @Michicot 7:15pm

Jan. 30 Kohler 5:50pm

Feb. 2 Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah 7:15pm

Feb. 8 @Reedsville 7:15pm

Feb. 13 Hilbert 7:15pm

Feb. 16 Manitowoc Lutheran 7:15pm

Feb. 22 @TBA 7:15PM

NEENAH HIGH SCHOOL
Nov. 28 @Stevens Point 7:15pm
Dec. 1 Kimberly 7:45pm
Dec. 2 Hudson 5:00pm
Dec. 8 Fond du Lac 6:00pm
Dec. 12@Kaukauna 7:30pm
Dec. 15 Appleton East 7:30pm
Dec. 16@Marshfield 5:30pm
Dec. 22@Oshkosh North 7:30pm
Dec. 29@Wisconsin Lutheran 6:30pm
Jan. 2 @Hortonville 7:30pm
Jan. 5 Appleton West 7:30pm
Jan. 9 @Oshkosh West 7:30pm

Jan. 12 Appleton North 7:30pm
Jan. 13 Brookfield East 6:00pm
Jan. 19 @Kimberly 6:00pm
Jan. 23 @Fond du Lac 7:45pm
Jan 26 Kaukauna 7:30pm
Jan. 30 @Appleton East 7:30pm
Feb. 2 Oshkosh North 7:30pm
Feb. 3 @Indian Trail & Academy 7:00pm
Feb. 9 Hortonville 7:30pm
Feb. 13 @Appleton West 7:30pm
Feb. 16 Oshkosh West 7:30pm
Feb. 22 Appleton North 7:30pm

Schedules subject to change. Bold indicates home games.

Retooling Rockets set sights on another successful season 
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

To say the Neenah Rockets have had a 
successful run the past five years would be 
an understatement.

Two of the last three Fox Valley Asso-
ciation titles were won or shared by the 
Rockets, while Neenah has made four 
straight sectional appearances and earned 
trips to the Kohl Center the past two sea-
sons, with the Rockets winning the title 
for the 2021-22 season.

One of the keys to the run of success is 
the talent that has walked onto the Rock-
ets’ court, players who not only stood tall 

on the prep stage 
but went on to play 
at the next level. 

Neenah head 
coach Lee Rabas 

will once again have some impressive 
tools at his disposal.

“We definitely had things going to start 
the FVA season last year (we were 6-0 after 
beating Oshkosh North on Jan. 6),” Rabas 
said. “However, after that we were very in-
consistent and struggled toward the finish 
line, but still managed to become the first 
class since 1978 to reach state in back-to-
back years.”

Rabas and the Rockets wouldn’t mind 
making it three in a row. 

“This season the goals are always the 
same.: Play the right way.  Compete day in 
and day out.  Be the best team that we can 
be each day,” Rabas said. “We are process 
oriented and believe that if you compete 
and play good basketball, stuff takes care 
of itself.”

The Rockets have a cast of players capa-
ble of making things happen this season 

and it all starts with senior guard Brady 
Corso.

Corso was the team’s second-leading 
scorer last year, averaging nearly 16 points 
per game. He shot 44 percent from 3-point 
range while knocking down a team-high 
68 3-pointers and shot an impressive 79 
percent from the free-throw line, helping 
to close out many wins from the charity 
stripe.

Corso also tied for the team lead in 
steals a year ago.

Corso is the most experienced player 
to return this season but senior Charlie 
Wunderlich and junior Luke Jung saw 
some varsity action.

The duo combined to average about 7.5 
points per game off the bench. Wunder-
lich erupted for 16 points against Kaukau-
na while Jung, who is still recovering from 
a football injury, reached double figures 
twice last year, including a huge 19-point 
performance against Superior in a section-
al semifinal.

Beyond that trio there will be a lot of 
new faces taking the court. 

Rabas said seniors Justin Janssen, Ethan 
Hoelzel, Landon Konwinski and Nathan 
Schraven are expected to make a big im-
pact this season as all will be part of the 
Rockets’ regular rotation. 

After winning back-to-back titles, the 
Rockets slipped back to fourth place a year 
ago and once again face a rugged slate in 
league play. 

“Our league will once again be very 
competitive from top to bottom,” Rabas 
said. “Kaukauna, Oshkosh North, Kim-
berly and Appleton North are very talent-
ed and the favorites, but  I think Horton-
ville will be very good and in my opinion 

people are dramatically underestimating 
Fond du Lac as there are no off nights in 
the FVA.”

Whether it be the experience, the play-
ers or just the overall luck of the draw, the 
Rockets know they are in for a grind in 
2023-24. 

As long as this team puts in the work to 
get better each day, there is no reason to 
believe this team won’t be one of the best 
come March.

“We are going to have to get better 
defensively, we will need to be better re-
bounding,” Rabas said. “We will need to 
be tougher, and our guys will need to grow 
up fast as we only have three guys who 
have seen substantial varsity playing time. 
As long as we can improve on what needs 
to be improved and control what we can 
control, the rest will take care of itself.”

Zephyrs turn to new  
faces to carry hopes

The 2022-23 basketball season was 
quite a ride for the Saint Mary Catho-
lic Zephyrs and one that was three years 
in the making. After building what was a 
state contending program, Paul Bradshaw 
and his club kicked the door down as they 
reached the state tournament before bow-
ing out in the semifinals.

As tough as that loss was, the Zephyrs 
still had so many memorable moments 
that led to a 26-3 record and it was a jour-
ney no one will forget. 

For the 2023-24 season, things look 
much different for the St. Mary Catholic 
boys team, but the goals remain the same 
as the standard of success has been build-
ing for the past several years.

“We had a great run last year and it was 

the culmination of a strong run for the 
past three years,” head coach Paul Brad-
shaw said. “Our primary goal is to contin-
ue to build off the success and the stan-
dard established by our team over the past 
three years.  The focus of this year’s team 
will be to take on the leadership, trust and 
teamwork standard that has been set by 
the players who have graduated before 
them. Our overall goals for the program 
remain the same: We want to win our con-
ference, win our sectional and win a state 
championship for St. Mary Catholic High 
School.”

The Zephyrs graduated four of its top 
five scorers from a year ago and more than 
60 points per game.

Only Fisher Mackenzie, who averaged 
12 points last season, is returning to the 
starting lineup and will be a leader for this 
year’s group. 

Mackenzie was also the team’s leading 
rebounder and finished second on the 
team with 64 3-pointers and will be count-
ed on to step up his all-around game. 

Preston Fields played in all 27 games 
last year off the bench and will have a big-
ger role on the team.

“Both of those guys will take on larger 
leadership positions and I think you will 
see both of them step up with their scor-
ing, passing and rebounding,” Bradshaw 
said. 

Senior Braeden Brenn, coming off a 
state-qualifying soccer season, also saw 
ample minutes off the bench last year and 
could be a factor for the Zephyrs this sea-
son. 

Sophomore Mason Uhlenbrauck is ex-
pected to contribute key minutes this year, 

Boys Basketball 
 PREVIEW

See Boys basketball on Page 15
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INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

CROISSANTS

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissant

Neenah, WINeenah, WI
www.loveofcroissants.comwww.loveofcroissants.com

instagram@LoveofCroissantsinstagram@LoveofCroissants
Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.comLoveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

  Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $32/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email 
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Go Green with
Elizabeth Lee Franzen
and get the harmful

chemicals out of your home
with products from Norwex!

Scan to view newest
catalog of home
essentials!

Call or email me for my
personal recommendations:

gogreenwithbeth@yahoo.com
920-279-1233

LOCAL NORWEX ADVISOR

STAIR LIFTS

Indoor/Outdoor Stair Lifts
Mobility Scooters

Free In-Home Estimates!

920-257-6060
2140 American Dr, Neenah
www.allaboutaccess.com

FAMILY OWNED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Siding
without the
Quacks

Seamless Steel Siding
Custom cut at

your location for perfect fit.
No splices -- no dirt, mold,

mildew or moisture

920.232.5600
www.WrightwayBuilt.com

Call

runner-up Zephyrs. 
Barrientos finished the season with 41 

goals and 17 assists in 23 games, racking 
up a total of 99 points for the year. He had 
eight hat tricks during the season, includ-
ing a season-high five goals in a win over 
Howards Grove. 

Barrientos, a second-team selection last 
season, was one of four first-team selec-
tions for the Zephyrs. 

Senior AJ Groppel, who led the Zephyrs 
with 20 assists while also adding 12 goals, 
was a repeat first-team selection, while fel-
low seniors Will Lawniczak and Hunter 
Schreiber rounded out the first-team choic-
es. Lawniczak helped anchor the Zephyrs’ 
back line while also scoring six goals, while 
Schreiber allowed just 10 goals all season as 
the team’s top netminder.

Senior Harry Higgins was the team’s 
lone second-team selection, while seniors 
Grant Bergstrom, Theodore Higgins and 
Braeden Breen earned honorable mention 
spots.

Oostburg’s Cade Dirkse was named the 
conference’s Defensive Player of the Year. 
CROSS COUNTRY

Rockets fill up  
all-FVA squads

All 14 varsity runners who competed 
at the Fox Valley Association meet from 
the Neenah boys and girls cross country 
teams earned all-conference recognition.

The girls had five runners on the first 
team led by junior Mazie Olkowski, who 

was the runner-up in the girls race. Soph-
omores Elsa Gruber and Natalie Willes 
and freshmen Natalie Schultz and Maddie 
Schoonover were also among the top 10 
finishers to earn first-team honors. 

Sophomore Eme Olkowski earned sec-
ond-team honors and senior Rachel Diet-
rich was the first runner on the honorable 
mention list. 

Neenah head coach Mike Heidke was 
named Coach of the Year, while Kaukau-
na’s Sydney Fauske earned Runner of the 
Year honors. 

For the boys, the Rockets grabbed the 
final five spots on the first team with se-
nior Wyatt Armock leading the way fol-
lowed by sophomore Zach Verhagen and 
juniors Braedy Klawikowski, Harmon 
Posegate and Nolan Smith.

Senior Jaden Leal was the first runner 
on second team and was joined by fellow 
senior Charles Fredrickson.

The Rockets’ John Morgen was named 
Coach of the Year, with Kimberly’s Logan 
Salzman earning Runner of the Year honors.

Ripley leads  
Zephyr honorees

State qualifier Lauren Ripley led five 
Zephyrs to pick up all-Big East Cross 
Country honors. 

Ripley earned first-team all-conference 
and was one of two girls to earn recog-
nition for the Zephyrs. Addison Dinka 
earned honorable mention honors.

For the boys, Ian Albino and Ben 
Schoeni led the way for St. Mary Catholic 
as both runners earned spots on the sec-
ond team. Nathan Seiske rounded out the 
honorees on honorable mention.

TENNIS

Neenah has all flights  
garner FVA honors

All seven flights of the Rockets’ 
state-qualifying tennis team earned 
all-conference recognition.

Earning first-team honors for the Rock-
ets were freshman Rebekah Thomas at 
No. 3 singles and the No. 2 doubles team 
of senior Kinsey Perry and sophomore 
Meredith Werner. 

Juniors Izzy Murray at No. 1 singles and 
Norah Spanbauer at No. 4 singles as well as 
freshman Cecelia Gentile at No. 2 singles 
earned second-team honors. Sophomores 
Ava Motto and Celia Alexander also earned 
second-team honors at No. 3 doubles. 

Rounding out the squad was the No. 1 
doubles team of seniors Annalise Zenzick 
and Paige Stielow, who earned honorable 
mention honors. 

State qualifiers lead 
Zephyr honorees

No. 1 singles player Adel Schneider and 
the No. 1 doubles team of Emily Vogel and 
Kassadi Calmes led the St. Mary Catholic 
selections on the all-Wisconsin Com-
bined Tennis Conference teams. 

Both flights, who each qualified for the 
individual state tournament, were first-
team honorees in the conference.

Singles players Audrey Wanless and Erin 
Blaney and the doubles team of Macken-
zie Barmash-Turner and Nadia Alexander 
earned second-team honors, while Nolie 
Anderson and Kaylee Sommerfeld were 
honorable mention honorees.
SWIMMING

Rockets land four  
events on first team

Three individuals and one relay earned 
first team all-FVA honors for the Neenah 
High School swim team. 

Senior Naomi Cortina in the 100-yard 
freestyle, senior Emma Bottensek in the 
100-yard backstroke and junior Rylie 
Bauman in the 50-yard freestyle were the 
individuals to earn first-team honors. Bot-
tensek, Cortina, senior Alliyah Lima and 
sophomore Anna Mulroy made up the 

first-team 400-yard freestyle relay team. 
Earning second-team honors for the Rock-

ets were the 200-yard medley foursome of 
Bauman, Bottensek, Cortina and junior Ka-
cie Stamm and the 200-yard freestyle relay 
team of Bauman, Lima, Mulroy and Stamm. 

Bauman also earned second-team hon-
ors in the 100-yard breaststroke. 

Honorable mention accolades went 
to Bottensek in the 200-yard individual 
medley, Cortina in the 100-yard back-
stroke, Mulroy in the 100-yard butterfly 
and freshman Breleigh Maurer in the 200-
yard individual medley.

Appleton North senior Allison Greene-
way was named the Swimmer of the Year 
in the conference, while junior Ava Strass-
burg of Appleton East/Hortonville/Kau-
kauna was named Diver of the Year. Ap-
pleton North’s Jamie Schnurer was named 
Coach of the Year.
BOYS VOLLEYBALL

Weaver leads trio  
of Rocket honorees

Junior outside hitter Miles Weaver led 
three Neenah players to receive all-FVA 
honors by landing a spot on the sev-
en-player first team. 

Weaver led the Rockets with 273 kills – 
more than 100 more than any teammate – 
and 51 aces, while ranking second on the 
team with 198 digs. 

Neenah also had senior setter Jackson 
Dennis and junior outside hitter Julian 
Kuehn earned honorable mention honors. 

Appleton North senior Connor Cantrell 
was named Player of the Year. 
GOLF

Four Neenah golfers  
card FVA accolades

Senior Aubrey Oitzinger led four Neen-
ah golfers to earn all-conference honors, 
landing a spot on the six-player first team.

Oitzinger finished the conference sea-
son with a team-high 77.5 points to earn 
the first-team spot. 

Senior Natalie Quella earned sec-
ond-team honors, while junior Annika 
Searles and senior Annabella Hodges 
landed on the honorable mention list.  

Appleton East junior Jaelyn Feller 
earned Player of the Year honors.

All-conference
from Page 12
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

CDL A OR B DRIVERS deliver new straight 
trucks nationwide, part-time, 3 yrs CDL 

Exp req. 
920-475-7698 or TCCorp.us  

Appleton, WI

AKC REG KING CHARLES CAVALIER PUPS 
2M 3F Vet/shts 1 Mo old $800 OBO  

715-701-2066

AKC REG. YELLOW LAB PUPS & GOLDEN 
RETRIEVER PUPS shots/worm/vet, M & F 

$500 715-671-3092 (267331)

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS Shots/Wormed/
VetChkd Can Dlvr $400-$600 715-255-2661 

(#269146)

BOSTON TERRIER PUPPIES Males/Females 
Health Guar Ready 12/1 $650 715-937-0916

Cockapoo pups DOB 10/26/23 shots/
dewormed $500 Bonduel 715-758-2318

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts.  

Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS  AKC Excel Temp 
Genetic Guarantee Parents OFA’d 715-537-

5413 www.jerland.com #268001-DS 
(WCAN)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL Can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, we’re waiving all 

installation costs! Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary be dealer. Offer 
ends 12/31/23  1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

KRAUS SNOWPLOW CO Hiniker-Snow-
Way-Western-Meyer-Used Boss; Sales/
Service 920-894-2488 or 920-948-2812

Labradoodle Pups Yellow or Black $350 
OBO Shots/dewormed Loves Kids!  

715-229-4936

MINI BERNEDOODLE PUPS, shot/dews/
wormed/VetCkd $400 Can Dlvr  

715-255-2661 #269146

POMERAINIAN PUPS Playful Friendly Vet 
chk/shots/dewormed $600 715-654-5149

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009  (WCAN)

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS Brindle & Fawn 
colored Shots UTD Ready Now! $650 

715-701-1473

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW 
SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

Toy Poodle pups 2-M 1-Tan 1-Cream shots/
vet ckd $750 obo Call 715-758-2718

TOY POODLE PUPS dews/ shots/vet-chk’d/
wormed Non-Shed Tri-Colored $800 READY 

to go 715-536-0697 715-316-2522 
(WCAN)

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES-AT-
Vs-WATERCRAFT 920-850-9299 Local 

Dealer Free Pickup!

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! 
Publishers Development Service, Inc. 

(PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 
www.pdsadnet.com

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local  

414-520-1612

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications 

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

All new 1 BDRM 1 BATH HOME w/Att 
Garage Spacious backyard. Outside storage. 
For Rent. 1 yr lease $1300/mo Sec Dep Req. 

Waupaca Chain of Lakes area 715-250-2793

Charles M. Perry
Charles M. Perry, age 85, passed away on 

Sunday, November 12, 2023. He was born 
on August 7, 1938, in 
Kenmore, NY to the 
late Archibald and 
Georgiana (Geimer) 
Perry. Charles was 
united in marriage 
to Clara Farrell on 
February 17, 1968, 
in West Allis, WI. He 
was an Army veteran. 

Charles worked at the Neenah Foundry.
Charles was a devoted family man, cher-

ishing every moment spent with his chil-
dren, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. 
He found immense joy in attending his 
grandkids’ baseball games and numerous 

other events, cheering them on with un-
wavering support. Charles also enjoyed 
boating and golfing.

Charles is survived by his wife, Clara 
Perry; children: Susan Krupp, Brenda 
Koster, Mike (Melanie) Perry; grandchil-
dren: Colin, Nikolay and Anna Krupp, 
Samantha, Hannah and Maggie Koster, 
Trinity, Mischa, Alexander and Andrew 
Perry. He was further preceded in death 
by his brother, George Perry.

A memorial mass will be held at 11:00 
am on Monday, November 27, 2023, at 
Saint Cecilia Catholic Church, 603 Oak 
St, Wisconsin Dells. Burial will immedi-
ately follow at Calvary Cemetery

Obituaries

Darlene Morrison
Darlene (Dolly) Morrison departed this 

world on November 13th, 2023 at Park View 
Health Center with her daughters by her side. 
She was born on November 19th 1938. Grad-
uated from Mishicot High School in 1956, 
and married Roger (Ron) Morrison on No-
vember 5th, 1960. Dolly moved around after 
marrying, Hartford, Neenah, Two Rivers, 
and finally Oshkosh. She was a short order 
cook starting at R&M Café and then Col-
lins Truck Stop and ending her work life as a 
dishwasher at La Sure’s Café. She instilled her 
work ethic in her 3 daughters. She enjoyed 
reading, watching The Packers, and seeing the 
songbirds return in the spring. 

Greeting her at the pearly gates will be 
her parents Caroline and Otto Kasten, her 
sisters and brothers-in-law Mildred and 
Wenzel ( Jim) Doleys, Leanora and Victor 
Jerabek, her husband Ron and youngest 

daughter Dianne Hassler. Left to mourn 
her loss are her daughters Deb (Scott) 
Lewis, Denise (Mark) Wahlberg, son-in-
law Shannon Hassler, grandchildren Ally-
son Strachan, Brody Strachan and Brook-
lyn Hassler and her sister-in-law Dee Ann 
Bell. The family would like to extend their 
appreciation to the amazing staff on Lake-
side at Park View Health Center for the 
excellent care provided to mom. 

A limb has fallen from the family tree. That 
says Grieve not for me. Remember the Best 
times, the laughter, the song, the good life I 
lived while I was strong. 

Mom’s request was for no funeral or me-
morial service. We will abide with her wishes.

Till we meet again: Deb, Denise, and 
family. 

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-486-1616

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to ofer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Real Estate/Rental

while juniors Sean Ortscheid and Kieran 
Barrientos, as well as Manitowoc Luther-
an transfer Noah Czarneski, are also ex-
pected to be part of the rotation.

Depth will be important given the qual-
ity of play in the Big East Conference and 
the type of competition the Zephyrs will 
face in nonconference play. 

Bradshaw knows the tough tasks ahead 
for this group, but everyone inside the St. 
Mary Catholic program is ready to take 
those tasks head on and put together an-

other great season.
“Our goal is for St. Mary Catholic to 

contend for the Big East North title each 
and every year,” Bradshaw said.  “In order 
to do that, we will need to play hard, play 
smart and play together. I believe we have 
the talent to win the conference and also 
to win our regional and sectional again 
this year, but we will have to play as a team 
in order to get the most out of our abili-
ties. We have been building a program at 
St. Mary Catholic and we look at this sea-
son as an opportunity to prove that we are 
doing just that.”

Boys basketball
from Page 13

Prep sports roundup
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ziebell hits milestone  
in season opener

Allie Ziebell became the first 
2,000-point scorer in Neenah history last 
week as the Rockets opened their 2023-
24 season with a re-
sounding 78-23 win 
over Wausau West. 

It was the first 
game in the new high 
school’s gym and Zie-
bell helped christen 
the floor by scoring 24 
points to extend her 
school-record scoring 
total. The senior also 
had six steals and five assists in the win. 

Rowan Klesmit added 14 points and El-
lie Buss chipped in 11 for Neenah, which 
made 11 3-pointers in the game. Kayla 

White and Abbie Fischer finished with 
eight and seven points, respectively for 
the Rockets. 

Neenah jumped out to a 49-12 halftime 
lead and cruised the rest of the way to the 
victory. 

Ten different players scored in the game 
for Neenah.

Strong second half lifts 
Zephyrs past Bears

St. Mary Catholic pulled away in the 
second half to beat Bonduel, 62-53, in the 
Zephyrs’ season-opener last week. 

The game was tied at 27 at halftime but 
St. Mary Catholic outscored Bonduel 35-
26 in the second half to pull out the win. 

The Zephyrs were led by the duo of Au-
drey Norville and Emily Vogel, who fin-
ished with 24 and 23 points, respectively. 

Nolie Anderson added nine points in 
the win for the Zephyrs.

Ziebell



Page 16 x neenahnewsnow.com November 24, 2023

Proudly sponsored by

1197 W. Winneconne Ave

News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah

What’s your 
opinion?

Do you like cranberries? 
Why or why not?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Sequence events in the correct order.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Interpret data from charts and graphs.

Bee Power

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Follow written directions.

Look through the 
newspaper for:

5
4
3

2

1

things that are alive
things to eat
things made from 
something alive
things people need 
to survive
thing that you like 
to eat

Living Things 
Scavenger 

Hunt

      mericans eat about 
         400 million pounds 
of cranberries a year!

Many are eaten at Thanksgiving, but there are 
lots of ways to eat these little red, tangy berries all 
year round.

Cranberries are native to North America. Native 
Americans used them for both food and medicine.

Growing and Harvesting Cranberries

Healthy Berries
Cranberries are high in Vitamin C. 
Long ago, sailors and pirates took 
barrels of cranberries on long voyages. 
Eating the berries 
prevented a 
disease called 
scurvy.

Cranberry Chart

Number the pictures in order.
Cranberry vines are planted in sandy soil.
They grow into long vines that crawl along the ground.
When the cranberries are ripe, the farmers flood the field.
Cranberries have little air pockets inside that cause them to float to the top of the water.
Farmers wearing rubber “waders” walk through the floating cranberries and push them 
into a big vacuum in the center of the field.
The berries are sucked out of the water and end up in a big truck.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Use the chart to answer the questions!

NOTE:
1 barrel equals 
100 pounds of berries.

SOURCE:
USDA Economic Research 
Service and USDA National 
Agricultural Statistics Service

Cranberry farmers need 
bees. The bees pollinate the 
plant’s blossoms, so they 
turn into berries.
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Which state grows the most cranberries?

Find your way 
through the 
cranberry 
vines.

About how many millions of barrels of cranberries 
does New Jersey grow?

About how many more millions of barrels of 
cranberries would Massachusetts need to grow to 
catch up with Wisconsin?

Cranberry plants 
can live and 

grow for 
100 years!

Work with an adult to make this delicious recipe together!

Ingredients:
With the help of an adult, chop each of the following:

• 1 cup fresh or frozen cranberries
• 1 red bell pepper
• 1 green bell pepper
• 1 chili pepper
• ½ red onion
• 1 clove of garlic

Mix the following in a bowl:
• ½ tsp parsley
• ½ tsp ground cumin
• 1⁄8 tsp black pepper
• Zest of small orange
• 6 oz frozen orange juice concentrate

Combine all ingredients and mix well. Store in the 
refrigerator until all ingredients are chilled and �avors are 
well combined.

Eat with tortilla chips or put on a sandwich!

Thank you to the US Cranberries organization for the idea 
for this recipe. There are many more great cranberry recipes 

at uscranberries.com

CRANBERRIES
See how many words you can make using the letters in

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 51

Craisins® is a trademark of Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc.

Ways to Eat Cranberries
Some people like the tart _________ of 
cranberries. Others _____________ 
them with sugar, maple syrup, or honey.

While they are tart, cranberries can 
be eaten ______ or chopped raw into 
salsa, salads, and other dishes. Most 
cranberries are used to make _________, 
sauce and craisins. Craisins® are dried 
cranberries that look like reddish 
__________.

Canned cranberry sauce is a popular 
Thanksgiving side _________. It can 
also be enjoyed on turkey sandwiches.
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BEES
CRANBERRY
EAT
FARMERS
FIELD
FLOAT
FLOOD
FOOD
GROW
MEDICINE
RED
RIPE
TANGY
VINES
WATER Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

Oshkosh Herald & Neenah News provide FREE weekly
newspapers to local classrooms in
the OASD & NJSD because:

According to Newspapers in Education, students
who participateeeed in NIE groups performed
significantly beeeetter in spelling and vocabulary
than nonreaderrrrs.Additional studies have indicated
that students wwwwho use newspapers in the
classroom perfffform better on standardized reading
tests than those who do not use newspapers in
class.

Join Kid Scoop today!
Call 920-385-4512

• Local newspapers play vital roles in communities
across the globe.
• Local newspapers keep readers up-to-date on their
own communities.
• Local newspapers benefit nearby businesses.
• Local newspapers can strengthen communities.
• Local newspapers can benefit children.


