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Marsy’s Law puts limits 
on incident reporting
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A 37-year-old Oshkosh man was inside 
a Neenah gas station last month when he 
was approached by two officers from the 
Lake Winnebago Area Metropolitan En-
forcement Group (MEG) unit. 

The man had outstanding warrants and 
was the subject of an undercover investi-
gation. The officers entered the gas station 
and attempted to take him into custody. 
The details of what followed have not 
been publicly released, except that officers 
responded with deadly force and fatally 

shot the man. 
The Sheboygan County Sheriff ’s Office 

was called in to investigate and issued a 
statement that a preliminary investigation 
suggested the man may have displayed a 
weapon. 

More than seven weeks have passed 
since the shooting, but the names of the 
man who was killed and the two officers 
involved are being withheld by officials, 
citing the constitutional amendment 
Marsy’s Law, intended to protect crime 
victims.

The Winnebago County District Attor-
ney’s Office, Neenah Police Department 
and MEG unit all declined to release in-
formation about the shooting, referring a 
reporter to the Sheboygan County Sher-

iff ’s Office.
Sheboygan County sheriff Cory Roesel-

er declined to release any of the names of 
those involved.

“There’s a lot of victims’ rights with 
Marsy’s Law and stuff like that and you’re 
going to see that a lot more in the future 
where people are reluctant to release the 
details because in the situation the person 
is the victim at this point depending on 
how the district attorney looks at it,” Ro-
eseler said. 

He noted that depending on the results 
of the investigation, the person who was 
shot may no longer be considered a victim 
and may be a suspect. 

“You know, it just gets very confusing 
and at this point in time we’re going to 

wait to release the names until we get ev-
erything all reviewed,” he said.

He estimated it could be another month 
or longer before the Sheboygan County 
district attorney completes the review. 

The officers involved were a 42-year-old 
with the Appleton Police Department and 
a 31-year-old with the Outagamie Sher-
iff ’s Office. Both were placed on adminis-
trative leave pending the outcome of the 
investigation. 

Marsy’s Law is named after 21-year-old 
Marsalee Nicholas, who was stalked and 
killed by her ex-boyfriend in California 
in 1983. One week after her death, her 
mother was confronted by her daughter’s 
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Learning the ropes
Visitors to the Brigade in downtown Neenah try out climbing among the activities 
offered during the organization’s open house last week. See story on Page 4.

See Marsy’s Law on Page 11

Supervisors 
back pay  
adjustments

See Supervisor pay on Page 11

Victims’ rights law keeps names out of crime accounts 

Chair, per diem rates 
based on wage study
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Winnebago County Board of Su-
pervisors approved a new pay structure 
for its members at its Tuesday meeting.

Under the existing policy, the county 
board chair is paid $5,000 per year and the 
vice chair is paid $1,500 per year. Super-
visors are not paid a salary but are reim-
bursed $50 per committee meeting they 
attend and $75 for each board meeting. 
They may also be reimbursed for mileage, 
meals and lodging. 

Each supervisor is responsible for re-
porting per diem expenses for reimburse-
ment. The per diem reimbursement adds 
up, with some supervisors claiming thou-
sands more than others. 

A task force of seven supervisors ap-
pointed by the board chairman was ap-
proved in March to examine the per diem 
compensation and determine if there are 
changes that could be made to better suit 
the county. The panel compared the su-
pervisor compensation of 16 other Wis-
consin counties and found the majority 
offer a salary, with some offering a salary 
in addition to per diem reimbursement.

The board approved the recommenda-
tion to replace per diem reimbursements 
with salary increases for the chair and vice 
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Legal support aids Afghan evacuees 
Those who worked for  
U.S. face status lapse
By Dan Roherty
Neenah News

The lingering uncertainty of Afghan refu-
gees who worked with U.S. interests during 
the conflict that ended with the American 
departure in 2021 and still trying to obtain 
legal immigration status is interfering with 
job, education and housing opportunities.

Relief organizations have been offering 
legal help in that area among their support 
services that get new immigrants a fresh 
start in the region depending on their needs 
and goals. The Fox Valley took in about 200 
of the new arrivals from among the estimat-
ed 900 to 1,000 who were placed statewide.

Molly Norton Smiltneek, a contracted 
attorney with World Relief-Wisconsin’s 
Oshkosh office – which took on the needs 
of about half of the area’s Afghan evacu-
ees – has been helping those refugees who 
entered the United States with a two-year 
grace period, or parole, gain a reprieve that 
will let them move toward permanent im-
migration status.

“Getting people here doesn’t mean that 
they can just start their lives over. Immi-
gration status really does matter,” she said 
in an interview. “They have kind of moved 
into this life of uncertainty for a long time.”

Others in World Relief ’s Legal Services 
Department help those attempting to re-
ceive green cards under the special immi-
grant visa program because they can prove 
they worked for the United States during 
the long-running conflict in Afghanistan. 

“Both groups of evacuees face a great 
deal of uncertainty due to Congress inac-
tion in providing an immigration path for 
the people the U.S. evacuated,” Smiltneek 
said. “Instead, our allies have to navigate 
the overburdened U.S. immigration system 
that is collapsing under the stress of their 
applications.”

Earlier this summer the Biden admin-
istration said it would individually review 
and extend parole and work authorizations, 
which started to come in for her clients as 
those authorizations began to expire. She 
estimates that all but about 10% have re-
ceived those reprieves.

The last-minute process overlooked 
some people who Smiltneek is now trying 
to help, some of whom are the only bread-
winners in their families. 

“Even more frustrating, we have two col-
lege-age Afghans who have been admitted 
to UW Oshkosh this fall. Most of their fam-
ily members received the extension of their 
parole, but somehow these two, from two 
separate families, did not,” she said. 

Lawyers like Smiltneek were brought on 
to help World Relief, Catholic Charities 
USA and other resettlement groups, with 
support from the State Bar of Wisconsin 
and American Immigration Lawyers As-
sociation, to deal with the specific legal 
challenges of extending and securing legal 
immigration status that can qualify Afghan 
evacuees for a permanent resident green 
card. 

Other legal help is directed at gaining 
special visas for those who can prove they 
worked for the U.S. in Afghanistan for at 
least a year, which involves multiple de-
tailed interviews with applicants before 
they can be advanced toward green card 

status. 
Smiltneek said one 

goal of the legal coali-
tion was that no Afghan 
refugee in Wisconsin 
would have to file for 
asylum without lawyer 
assistance.

“There are great 
things that people are 
doing to help people 

out, but it feels like it’s not enough,” she 
said, “because we’re all working within a 
system that’s not quite set up to help us or 
help them.”

Other evacuees wait anywhere from six 
months to more than a year after the initial 
interview process to learn whether they gain 
asylum and can pursue a green card, five 
years after which citizenship can be sought.

“World Relief is one of the many refugee 
resettlement agencies that decided very 
quickly after the evacuation that, that’s 
how we were going to accommodate the 
Afghans. But all resettlement agencies are 
used to working with refugees, not people 
who were evacuated,” she said. “In this sit-
uation they were paroled into the United 
States.”

Refugees need to show they qualify to 
come here and have a well-founded fear of 
persecution based on the five legal grounds 
of race, religion, ethnicity, political opinion 
or particular social group. 

Afghan evacuees were processed at mil-
itary camps around the country, including 
Wisconsin’s Fort McCoy, before they were 
resettled in late 2021 into communities 
similar to the process for other emigrees 
but without the legal status of an accepted 
refugee.

Those now employed around the Fox 
Valley – such as at Amcor in Oshkosh – are 
likely to be sending money back home to 
their families in a country that has a devas-
tated economy with few work or education 
options.

“They want to be reunified with their 

families, but the Afghanistan they left 
doesn’t exist,” said Smiltneek, who noted 
one high school teen she works with whose 
family was not able to make it to the Kabul 
airport. He now works at least 40 hours per 
week on multiple jobs so he can support 
himself and separated family members.

A worst-case scenario of removal from 
the country is possible but unlikely with le-
gal and political barriers to that, but Smilt-
neek said the immediate need is to remove 
uncertainties over their work and educa-
tion opportunities as they establish them-
selves here.

“Our employment people have to get in-
volved because (for) most of these Afghans 
their employment authorization cards are 
expiring so employers are contacting us,” 
she said, where they have had to assure 
businesses that the employees have a re-
prieve on their status and still authorized 
to work. 

The lack of permanent immigration sta-
tus also can create housing and education 
obstacles, including to financial aid op-
portunities needed to pursue college ed-
ucation. Students cannot be approved for 
financial aid without proof of their parole 
being extended. 

Smiltneek said one student’s father was 
in the Afghan military, working in part-
nership with U.S. forces. The other’s sisters 
worked for the U.S. Embassy in Kabul. 

Educational institutions and other area 
groups add to the overall effort to help ref-
ugees adapt to their new environment. The 
Winnebago and Outagamie literacy coun-
cils help provide English classes, Good-
will has provided skills training and World 
Relief is looking to partner with FVTC on 
manufacturing classes for refugees in their 
native language. 

Smiltneek

The Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat 
for Humanity’s fall Rock the Block event 
is underway this weekend on Doty Island 
in Neenah, helping homeowners make 
home repairs. 

The first $10,000 of each project is at no 
cost to the homeowners while they are re-
quired to help with their home renovation 
project in some capacity.

“Homeowners are feeling the pressure 
from the increasing cost of everyday liv-
ing,” said John Weyenberg, CEO of Great-
er Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity. 
“Fortunately, generous donors have really 
stepped up to meet the need.”” 

The program works on residential and 
community-based projects providing re-
pairs, including roofing, siding, window 
and door replacement, porch repairs, ex-
terior repairs and improvements, painting 
and landscaping. After Rock the Block 
events, residents have reported experi-
encing an increased level of pride in their 
neighborhood as well as a renewed friend-
ship with fellow neighbors. 

Rock the Block set 
for Doty Island
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School rules on telehealth 
access are questioned
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Joint School District is re-
stricting telehealth and teletherapy sessions 
for students on school grounds and some 
residents are unhappy about it.

The issue was brought by residents at the 
Sept. 5 Board of Education meeting and dis-
cussed in more detail at a meeting Tuesday. 

Telehealth appointments gained popular-
ity during the pandemic, allowing patients to 
attend medical and mental health appoint-
ments virtually.

The school district’s policy is to prohibit 

telehealth appointments in school buildings 
or on school grounds during the school day 
unless it has a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) with the provider. The district’s 
only MOU is with Us 2 Behavioral Health 
Care of Appleton.

In a memo, mental health coordinator 
Dr. Mike Altekruse wrote that there are 
concerns with allowing telehealth visits at 
school, including not enough staff available 
to supervise students, no adequate spaces 
available for privacy and confidentiality, at-
tendance reporting issues when students 
miss class and equity issues related to stu-
dents’ access to therapy via telehealth.

In addition, Altekruse wrote that the 
school district has no mechanism to screen 
the quality and qualifications of providers 
or a course of action to take if a provider is 
suspected of harmful or unethical practices. 

He also mentioned concerns with Child 
Find law, which requires public schools to 
identify and evaluate children who need 
special education.

“We are committed to Child Find law and 
there are implications for Special Ed/504 
due to a school acknowledging the need for 
professional services,” the memo said.

Former school board member and mental 
health therapist Amy Morrissey spoke about 
the district’s decision at the Sept. 5 meeting. 
She said that restricting telehealth sessions 
on school grounds because of the inability to 
supervise or provide privacy “seem like hol-
low excuses given the mental health strug-
gles many students are facing.”

Morrissey cited a 2021 Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) report that found more 
than 42% of students felt persistently sad or 
hopeless and nearly 29% experienced poor 
mental health.

“The district is essentially creating barriers 
to establish mental health services for stu-
dents that they have in place,” she said.

Morrissey said there are benefits to allow-
ing students access to telehealth appoint-
ments on school grounds. 

“Telehealth allows for less time away from 
school and eliminates transportation con-
cerns and restrictions with parents’ sched-
ules,” Morrissey said, adding that Neenah is 
the only area district restricting sessions.

She said she’s disappointed in the district’s 
decision.

“As a mental health provider in the com-
munity, a parent in this district and a for-
mer member of the school board, this is 
disheartening and you should be embar-
rassed that it’s being restricted,” she told 
the board.

Former school board member Tom Han-
by shared Morrissey’s concerns, noting that 
telehealth appointments allow students to 
miss less class time and have more time with 
their counselors. 

“It’s difficult to see that huge push that 
we have on for mental health right now and 
then we’re not doing everything that we pos-
sibly can to support it,” he said.

Altekruse said the district supports men-
tal health options for students and provides 
school-based therapy services to under-
served students during school, but there are 
limitations to what staff are expected to do 
during the course of the day. 

“We wouldn’t allow medical personnel to 
come into our schools and provide medical 
procedures without some sort of liability 
concerns and I think we have liability when-
ever we bring folks in from the outside,” he 
told the board.

He said one of the biggest issues is that if 

a student becomes dysregulated after a tele-
therapy appointment the district doesn’t 
have staff to address those challenges. He 
added that one of his concerns is with a child 
or teen eloping.

“And not being able to find a kid who you 
know is in crisis is a huge concern for us 
and knowing that happened on our school 
grounds? That’s something that I’d have a 
hard time living with if I didn’t do everything 
in my power to make sure that I crossed my 
T’s and dotted my I’s before I did any of 
those things,” he said.

In addition, he said the school doesn’t 
know how many students would participate 
in the program and it could be hundreds. At 
that point, he said the district may have to 
decide what students to turn away. 

Board President Brian Epley questioned 
whether additional providers could sign 
MOUs with the school so that some tele-
health sessions could be provided. 

Altekruse said that brings up issues of how 
providers would be selected, where the dis-
trict draws the line and how many entities 
are allowed in.

“Individual private practitioners, agencies, 
it could be anybody that wanted to come 
into our building and provide services … 
we’re talking about anybody that signs the 
contract, they could come in,” he said.

He said he’s been evaluating the success 
of telehealth appointments in other districts 
and has begun coordinating with mental 
health coordinators across the state.

“I’ve just not felt comfortable with the an-
swers that I’ve gotten so far and for me as a 
therapist I’m not comfortable with the un-
supervised (appointments) and just writing 
that off and acting like that’s not an issue or a 
concern, and that really worries me,” he said.
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Virtual health appointments placed on hold

By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Joint School District 
(NJSD) is again considering an offer to sell 
about 16 acres of land on Jacobsen Road in 
Fox Crossing after a previously accepted of-
fer fell through early this year.

The land was purchased by the district in 
1971 for $30,000 and includes just over 3 
acres of wetlands. Situated between Spring 
Road Elementary and Clayton Elementary, 
it was considered as a potential future site 
for an elementary school. 

NJSD listed the land for sale at an asking 
price of $550,550; about $35,000 per acre. 
The board agreed to sell the land to a de-
veloper in November for $460,000 but that 
offer fell through due to the buyer having 
issues securing a loan. 

The latest offer comes from Good Faith 
Funding, which offered $500,000 with 
plans to construct a single-family residen-
tial subdivision on the land.

The offer comes with the contingencies 
that the Village of Fox Crossing zone the 
land for redevelopment and that the buyer 
tests the bedrock for a depth of at least 8 
feet, at the buyer’s expense.

The property sale comes as NJSD recent-
ly opened a new high school in Fox Cross-
ing and moved the middle school to the 
former high school site. Roosevelt and Wil-
son Elementary students moved to Horace 
Mann and Alliance Charter School moved 
to Wilson. 

The district also owns about 58 acres 
of land at West American Drive and Irish 
Road in Fox Crossing that it’s been leasing 
for farming and has listed for sale for $3.95 
million.

NJSD sold the Roosevelt School prop-
erty at 215 E. Forest Ave. early this year for 
$1 million to John Bergstrom, who donat-
ed it to ThedaCare Regional Medical Cen-
ter. The building will be demolished and 
the property turned into green space.

The district also agreed last month to 
sell the Shattuck Middle School site to 
Umer Sheikh of Investment Creations 
for $500,000. Sheikh plans to build apart-
ments inside the school and to sell lots for 
development of single-family homes.

The property sales are expected to off-
set part of the about $15 million that the 
district is over budget to build the new 
high school, make upgrades throughout 
the district and renovate the former high 
school.

The board is expected to vote on the Ja-
cobsen Road sale at its Oct. 3 meeting and 
has until Oct. 5 to deliver an accepted offer 
to the buyer, with closing on March 30.

School district has 
offer for Jacobsen 
Road land sale
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Brigade keeps doors open to share its youth mission
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Brigade held an open house 
last week for youth to try out fun activities 
and learn about the services offered.

Executive director John Benberg said 
the organization holds an open house 
each year for families to see the building, 
meet the volunteers and ask questions. 
About 200 youth, family members, volun-
teers and staff took part. 

“We’re always glad to have people come 
through, whether it’s an official event 
such as an open house or pretty much any 
time,” he said. “If somebody shows up and 
we’re open, we’ll give you a tour.”

The Neenah Brigade is the largest Bri-
gade organization in the world, serving 
children in grades 5-12 in the Fox Cities 
since 1900. The nonprofit organization 
has a small paid staff and relies heavily on 
volunteers. 

In the Building Leaders program from 
October through April, young people at-
tend Brigade at 109 W. Columbian Ave. 
one night a week and participate in rec-
reational activities, workshops, guest 
speakers and small group discussions. The 
cost for the 22-week program is $125 and 
scholarships are available.

“We don’t want socioeconomic status 
to be a barrier for youth to join us,” Ben-
berg said.

Additionally, the Brigade offers hob-
by clubs, music programs and camps at 
Onaway Island, a six-acre site on the Chain 
O’Lakes in Waupaca. The organization fo-
cuses on programming to promote whole-
some values and character development.

During the open house, families partici-

pated in indoor rock climbing, archery, ka-
rate, an obstacle course and crafts, toured 
the four-story building and checked out 
the music program. 

Program director Marnie Spielbauer 
presented an overview of programs, in-
cluding rifle shooting, art spaces, a kitchen 
and woodshop. The organization also of-
fers hunter, boater, snowmobile and ATV 
safety courses.

“There’s very, very deep connections 
that are made in these programs and I 
think, for me, that’s my favorite part be-
cause I believe that’s why we’re here,” she 
said. “There’s tons of opportunity and a fit 
for everybody.”

Spielbauer discussed the Brigade’s an-
nual wreath sale fundraiser, which begins 
next month. Brigade youth collect orders 
and then begin filling and delivering or-
ders starting in mid-November. 

Another popular annual event is the Bri-
gade’s Christmas Giving program, where 
staff and volunteers provide clothing, gift 
certificates, toiletries and gifts to financial-
ly disadvantaged local families. More than 
1,000 children received gifts through the 
program last year.

Benberg said there are many great youth 
organizations in the community, but what 
the Brigade offers is special.

“The Brigade experience is really unlike 
any other because the variety of hands-on 
opportunities under one roof is unparal-
leled, I think,” he said. “And then the fact 
that we have so many caring volunteers 
that kids have the chance to spend mean-
ingful time with, that’s the one-two com-
bination of impact on the kids that we 
serve.”

Neenah News

Brigade members learn the basics of archery during the organization’s open house last week.

Neenah Historical Society photo

Original metro route
An interurban railway connected Oshkosh to Kaukauna via Neenah, Menasha and 
Appleton. It was maintained primarily by Wisconsin Traction, Light, Heat and 
Power Co. In 1912 the fare was 2 cents/mile meaning it would cost about 25 cents 
to go the 14 miles between downtown Neenah and downtown Oshkosh.

DHS urges vaccination updates for fall
The state Department of Health Ser-

vices (DHS) is asking residents to make 
a plan to get vaccinated against respi-
ratory illnesses this fall as the updated 
COVID-19 vaccine has received feder-
al regulatory approval, a new annual flu 
vaccine is available, and a vaccine and 
antibody to prevent respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) is on the market. 

DHS officials said that with cooler tem-
peratures, the risk of respiratory illnesses 
rises.

“Each fall and winter, viruses like flu, 
RSV, and now COVID-19, begin to cir-

culate. While they may only cause mild 
illness for some, they can have a severe 
impact on our health, causing serious ill-
ness and even death. They can also have a 
severe impact on our lives, causing missed 
days of school or work,” said Kirsten John-
son, DHS secretary-designee. “Fortunate-
ly, we have vaccines and treatments that 
can now help us protect ourselves and 
those around us from each of these illness-
es.”  

People can check with their health in-
surance provider to find a doctor, clinic or 
pharmacy where vaccines will be available.
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St. Mary Catholic seniors 
garner academic honors

St. Mary Catholic Schools recently an-
nounced academic honors for two of its 
seniors.

Senior Charles Cedergren, son of Chris-
tine and Thomas Cedergren, was named 
among this year’s list of National Merit 
Scholarship Program semifinalists.

To be named a finalist, Cedergren and 
SMCHS will submit a detailed application 
including his academic record, participa-
tion in school and community activities, 
leadership abilities and honors and awards 
received. Further requirements include an 
outstanding academic record throughout 
high school, being endorsed and recom-
mended by a high school official, writing 
an essay and earning an SAT score that 
confirms the earlier qualifying test results.

As a semifinalist, Cedergren’s score 
ranks in the top 1 percent of more than 1.4 
million students who took the PSAT last 
year.

“This level of recognition is a testament 
to his dedication and pursuit of academ-
ic excellence,” High school Principal Patti 

Fouts said with the announcement.
Honorees who are then further hon-

ored as National Merit Scholar Finalists 
in spring 2024 are eligible for associated 
scholarships worth thousands of dollars. 

St. Mary Catholic senior Ian Alejan-
dro Albino-Gonzalez, son of Juan Anibal 
Albino and Joanly Gonzalez, earned an 
academic honor from the College Board 
National Recognition Programs. The rec-
ognition program celebrates the student’s 
hard work and showcases their academic 
performance. 

The academic honors for rural area, 
Black, Indigenous, and/or Latino stu-
dents are an opportunity for students to 
share their strong academic achievements 
with colleges and scholarship programs 
that are seeking to recruit diverse talent.

Eligible students are invited to apply at 
bigfuture.collegeboard.org during their 
sophomore or junior year and are awarded 
at the start of the next school year in time 
to share their achievements in high school 
as they plan for the future. 

Lakeland University, city offer School for Seniors
Lakeland University and the city of Neen-

ah’s Committee on Aging will again be 
hosting the School for Seniors on Sept. 29 
with four information sessions at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 140 S. 
Green Bay Road, starting at 8:45 a.m. 

Residents of Neenah and area commu-
nities are welcome to attend free of charge. 

Event coordinator is Joshua Kutney, 
Lakeland executive vice president and vice 
president for academic affairs, who volun-

teers with the Committee on Aging and has 
organized the event with other committee 
members to meet the needs of seniors.

Sessions include Protect Yourself from 
Common Scams, Community Resources 
Meet & Greet, Artificial Intelligence, and 
Laughter and Wellness.

Seating is limited. Call 920-886-6125 to 
RSVP by Monday or complete the School for 
Seniors RSVP form at ci.neenah.wi.us under 
Departments and Community Development.

Art Activity Day
Saturday, October 7

Spiderweb Suncatcher

Conversation with the Curator
Thursday, October 12, 6:30–7:30 p.m.

A Celebration of Giving

If These Walls Could Talk
Sunday, October 15, 2:00 p.m.

A behind-the-scenes tour
of our home-turned-museum

Wisconsin Science Festival Week
Glass blowing demos

Tuesday, October 17, 4:30 & 6:30 p.m.
“Why Do Birds Sing?” Lauren Riters, PhD.

Thursday, October 19, 6:00 p.m.

Annual Member Meeting and
Reaccreditation Celebration

Wednesday, October 25

All Month Long
Museum Shop Pumpkin Patch
Celebration Scavenger Hunt

Museum Shop Holiday Basket Ra�e
Fused By Numbers Workshops

Our reasons for 

celebration
are so

transparent
This October, join YOUR 

museum for a month-long 
celebration of our 

American Alliance of 
Museums reaccreditation!

Visit bmmglass.com
for more information

165 NORTH PARK AVENUE, NEENAH | 920.751.4658
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Suicide prevention comes in compassionate forms
September spotlights  
challenging subject
By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

September is National Suicide Preven-
tion Month, highlighting a difficult discus-
sion for people to have as we check in and 
make sure our loved ones are safe. 

Winnebago County residents have 
multiple resources they can use if they or 
someone they know is contemplating sui-
cide.

In each of the last two years, more than 
900 Wisconsinites have died by suicide, 
according to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol. In 2021, there were 905 deaths by 
suicide and 926 in 2022. The CDC report-
ed people between ages 25 to 44 had the 
highest suicide rate in 2022.

In Winnebago County there are several 
resources for individuals contemplating 
suicide as well as resources for friends and 
family. One of the best is the 988 National 
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline where people 
can call or text to speak to a counselor 
about what they’re dealing with or what a 
friend or family member is going through.

Heather Foust, Behavioral Health Divi-
sion manager, said people can call or text 
that number to speak with someone or get 
resources to help a loved one. She added 
the text option is used more by young 
people.

Foust and Tammy Steier, Behavioral 
Health Deputy Division manager, said 
they would like residents to know about 
988 in the same way people reference 
calling 911. The 988 National Suicide and 
Crisis lifeline is a 24/7 resource and is one 

of the best places for people to contact if 
they are thinking about suicide or harm-
ing themselves.

If someone calls or texts 988 and the 
counselor on the line thinks the caller 
needs immediate support, they will be 
transferred to the Winnebago County Cri-
sis Line, 920-233-7707.

Other resources include walk-in service 
at the County Human Services building 
at 220 Washington St. in Oshkosh. Some-
one having suicidal thoughts can go to the 
building and talk with a specialist from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

Foust said a lot of people find that sim-
ply having social connections can be help-
ful for mental health concerns, especially 
for people that feel isolated. She noted it’s 
important for friends and family to know 
these resources are available to them be-
cause the individual having these thoughts 
is a loved one.

“It touches everyone,” Foust said. A 
study done in 2018 estimates that each 
death by suicide influences 135 people ei-
ther by grief or in some way are affected 
by the death.

Another resource is the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness (NAMI) with of-
fices in Oshkosh and Appleton.

NAMI Oshkosh is one of the few run 
out of a city as most are run at a county or 
regional level, but executive director Mary 
Lord Janness believes Oshkosh needs 
these resources due to the high suicide 
rate in the city.

Steier, who has almost 30 years of experi-
ence in the field, said there is a link between 
suicide and mental health, with depression 
commonly seen in a lot of people.

Foust and Steier agreed there is now less 
of a stigma surrounding mental health, 
mental illness and suicide.

“Efforts to reduce the stigma leads to 
more people asking for help,” Foust said. 
She said it’s not perfect, but there’s pos-
itive progress in talking with someone 
about suicide or someone harming them-
selves.

“We still have work to do on reducing 
stigma,” Steier said. “The more that it’s out 
there and talked about, I think, the more 
that people feel that it’s OK to share their 
thoughts.”

One thing people may not know is how 
to have conversations about suicide with 
a child or best friend. Even though it may 
not be comfortable, Foust said it is best to 
be supportive and direct.

“Don’t dance around it,” Foust said. 
“Say the words.”

This includes asking the question, “Are 
you thinking about suicide?”

Steier added, “The conversation needs 
to be out in the open.”

The National Institute on Mental 
Health has a five-step action plan to help 
someone in emotional pain: Ask, Keep 
Them Safe, Be There and Listen, Help 
Them Connect and Stay Connected.

It is also a good practice if someone is 
having suicidal thoughts that lethal items 
be removed from their situation so they 
don’t have access to items like medica-
tions or guns.

Foust and Steier have spoken with peo-
ple that have attempted suicide who have 
said, “Thank goodness I wasn’t successful, 
because it does get better.”

Steier added the saying is true that sui-
cide is a permanent solution to a tempo-
rary problem.

Family and friends should also know 
there’s an imminent risk if someone is 
talking about wanting to die or a desire 
to kill themselves or if someone is talking 
about feeling hopeless. There are other 
risks people can look for – mood swings, a 
change in their sleep or withdrawing from 
others or activities.

Gov. Tony Evers this month announced 
the state Department of Health Services 
is committed to reducing suicides among 
high-risk populations over the next five 
years. The CDC is helping states identify 
these high-risk populations.

In Wisconsin, the program is focused 
on reducing suicide among men 25 and 
older who live in rural areas and reducing 
self-harm among adolescents ages 10-19, 
Evers said.

The Milwaukee Veterans Administra-
tion Suicide Prevention Team has coor-
dinated the posting of billboards in the 
region advertising the Veterans Crisis 
Line/988 to increase awareness of the as-
sistance available at all times to veterans 
and service members, family members 
and friends.  

“It’s important to talk about these things 
because it touches everyone,” Foust said. 
“Anyone reading this article should know 
they can reach out for help at any time.”

If you or someone you know is having 
suicidal thoughts and is looking for help:

• Call or text 988 
• Call National Suicide Prevention Ho-

tline – 800-273-8255
• Call Winnebago County Crisis Ho-

tline – 920-233-7707
• Call NAMI Peer Support Line – 800-

950-6264
•Text “HOPELINE” to 741741

Billboards in the area are highlighting the Veterans Crisis Line/988.

Rail safety efforts aim to avoid crashes
About a dozen people are hurt in 

train-related crashes every year in Wis-
consin. The Wisconsin State Patrol’s Sep-
tember Law of the Month is rail crossing 
safety to remind drivers and other road us-
ers to remain alert at the more than 4,000 
public crossings in the state.

This is designated Rail Safety Week, 
a partnership between law enforcement 
agencies and Operation Lifesaver to en-
courage people to make safe decisions 
around railroad tracks.

State Patrol officers will participate in 

Operation Clear Track, an enforcement 
and education effort focused on specific 
crossings with significant levels of train 
and vehicle traffic. 

“Operation Clear Track is where we 
work with law enforcement agencies to 
educate motorists and pedestrians about 
being safe around railroad crossings,” said 
Gary Koerner, state coordinator for Wis-
consin Operation Lifesaver. “We’re going 
to go all out and try to get that message 
out there that trains can be great to watch 
but stay far away. They’re very hazardous.”

F

EXPERIENCE THE SUNESTA

AWNINGS DIFFERENCE

Want sun protection that’s 15
%

cooler?

Sunesta Retractable Awnings from Wrightway offer custom sizes

and fabric options to fit any home or patio space.

3 CUSTOM SIZES

3 MORE THAN 100 FABRI

3 10 YEAR WARRANTY

3 CUSTOM SIZES

3 MORE THAN 100 FABRIC OPTIONS

3 10 YEAR WARRANTY

www.WrightwayBuilt.com

920-232-5600

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA FOR OVER 41 YEARS!

Financing Options

3 Easy Payment Options:

12 Months Same-As-Cash

6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years

6.99% Fixed Rate 10 Years

Call for Details!

FREE Motor

FREE Install
any New Sunesta

Motorized Retractable Awning

Valid only with coupon. One coupon per household. Cannot be combined

with any other offer. Expires 10/22/2023. Some restrictions apply.

Police SWAT teams take man into custody
The Neenah Police Department and 

Winnebago County Sheriff ’s Office SWAT 
teams assisted the Outagamie County 
Sheriff ’s office in serving a search warrant 
at a residence in the 100 block of Wash-
ington Avenue at 12:15 p.m. Wednesday. 
A male subject known to law enforcement 
was taken into custody.

Neenah police said there was no threat to 

the public and as a precaution, the Neenah 
Joint School District was notified and area 
schools were put on a secure notice with 
additional law enforcement presence.

The district said the doors of Washing-
ton School nearby were locked and people 
were not allowed to enter or exit because 
of the police presence, and that classes 
proceeded as usual.
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999Winneconne Ave. Neenah,WI 54956

KRUEGERS
OpenMon.-Fri. 8am-6pm

Sat. 8am-5pm, Sun 9am-2pm

(920) 722-1588

www.kruegertruevalue.com

PRESEASON

SNOWBLOWER

SALE
Starts Monday, September 25

SELECT SNOWBLOWERS UPTO

$200 OFF

Valid 9/25 - 10/31/2023. Select retailers: Restrictions apply. See Retailers for details.

Home discount retailer Big Lots Inc. is 
holding a grand opening of its newest store 
at 699 S. Green Bay Road in Neenah start-
ing at 9 a.m. Saturday. The 35,000-square-
foot store will bring as many as 35 new 
employment opportunities to the com-
munity, according to a press release. Shop-
pers at the grand opening will get 20% off 
everything, as well as scratch-off cards to 
the first 100 customers Saturday and Sun-
day. Big Lots stores are open daily from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m.

J. J. Keller & Associates Inc. has in-
troduced a consultant-led environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) Reporting 
Service to serve companies’ performance 
and initiatives. The service provides a 
consultant who manages the reporting 
process, including onsite assessment, 
staff interviews, collection and review of 
company-provided data, materiality as-
sessment, lifecycle measurement of com-
ponents, carbon footprint measurement, 
and creation of a final report. For more in-
formation about the service, visit JJKeller-
Consulting.com/environmental-consult-
ing or call 844-803-0172.

Business news

 

Friday, Sept. 22
Lion’s Tail Brewing Co. Oktoberfest 

celebration, 3 p.m., 116 S. Commercial St.
Fused by Numbers: A Women’s 

Collaborative Mural, noon, Berg-
strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Saturday, Sept. 23
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Art Mercantile, 11 a.m., The Plaza 

and Globe Coffee

Monday, Sept. 25
Monday Morning Book Klatch: 

“Stranger in the Woods,” 10 a.m., 
Neenah Public Library

Tuesday, Sept. 26
Fused by Numbers: A Women’s 

Collaborative Mural, 6 p.m., Berg-
strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Lion’s Tail Brewing Co. Oktoberfest 
celebration, noon, 116 S. Commercial St.

Friday, Sept. 29
YouthGo’s Hallows Haunted Trail 

Walk, 6:30 p.m., Memorial Park 

Saturday, Sept. 30
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Future Neenah Wine Walk, noon, 

16 downtown locations
YouthGo’s Hallows Haunted Trail 

Walk, 6:30 p.m., Memorial Park 

Friday, Oct. 6
First Friday Concert Series, Sean 

Gaskell, 2 p.m., Neenah Public Library
YouthGo’s Hallows Haunted Trail 

Walk, 6:30 p.m., Memorial Park 

Saturday, Oct. 7
Mayor’s Charity Run/Walk, 8:30 

a.m., Loop the Lake Trail
YouthGo’s Hallows Haunted Trail 

Walk, 6:30 p.m., Memorial Park 

Sunday, Oct. 8
Sunday Concert Series: Driftless 

Plowboys, 2 p.m., Neenah Public Li-
brary

Calendar 
of events
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GUN SAFE, 4-WHEEL ATV, MINIVAN,

YARD ITEMS, TOOLS, SHOP,

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES,

HOUSEHOLD, MISC.

SEE LIST, PHOTOS & TERMS AT:

WWW.RITGERDRENDEL.COM

REASON: Settle estate.

LUNCH: Helen’s Catering

AUCTIONEER:

Rod Drendel (RWA #2017),

920.960.7777;

SALE MANAGER:

James Seamonson (RWL #132),

608.575.3325;

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

Ritger & Drendel

Auction Specialists, LLC

(RWAC #516) 116 N Main St.,

Fond du Lac, WI 54935

ESTATE OF BARBARA GALICA
Cheryl Galica, Pers. Rep.

2732 Jackson St. (Hwy. 76)
Oshkosh, WI 54901

FRIDAY, SEPT. 29, 2023 | 10:00am

LIVE AUCTION

Marathon challenge met with family’s team spirit
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

It may have been a year of setbacks for 
13-year-old Gabriel Langlois, but the 
Neenah teen is moving forward at a swift 
pace after completing the Community 
First Fox Cities Marathon last weekend.

Gabriel, who uses a wheelchair, rolled 
across the finish line with father Dan five 
hours and 53 minutes after the marathon 
began. Gabriel was all smiles after success-
fully completing the 26.2-mile race, while 
Dan said he was ready to eat several bags 
of M&Ms. 

Born with spina bifida, Gabriel is par-
alyzed below the waist, but that hasn’t 
slowed him down. He’s been participating 
in marathons since he was a toddler and 
previously completed the 5K Fox Cit-
ies Marathon alongside his classmates at 
Spring Road Elementary. 

Last year, Gabriel and Dan completed 
the Fox Cities Half Marathon along with 
Gabriel’s grandfather, who was 73 at the 
time. Publicity from the race attracted the 
attention of the Fitchburg nonprofit Paul’s 
Party, which gave Gabriel a brand-new 
racing wheelchair.

In the months leading up to this year’s 
marathon, Gabriel would put on up to five 
miles in his racing wheelchair after school. 
On the weekends, he and Dan were com-
pleting up to 16 miles around Neenah.

Gabriel underwent spinal fusion in 
June, a surgical procedure where rods were 
placed along his spine to help straighten 
out scoliosis. An infection required him to 
undergo four more operations and weeks 
of recovery in the hospital. 

Dan and wife Sara are no strangers to 
medical setbacks as Gabriel is one of four 

children the couple adopted who have 
special needs. In August, Gabriel was in 
Children’s Wisconsin hospital in Milwau-
kee and the family was unsure if he would 
be able to participate in the marathon. 

After four weeks of recovering at home, 
Gabriel and Dan were back to pounding 
the pavement. The Sunday marathon start-
ed at the University of Wisconsin Osh- 
kosh-Fox Cities in Menasha and ended at 
Riverside Park in Neenah. 

Gabriel pushed himself through, with 
Dan stepping in to push the wheelchair 
when he became too tired. The pair suc-
cessfully completed the race with a few 
blisters and a sense of accomplishment.

“We were never in it really to win it,” 
Dan said. “We’re in it to finish.”

Winners of the men’s category includ-
ed John Hollister of Neenah in first, Eric 
Hofferber of Oshkosh in second and Keith 
Lindsey of De Pere in third. First place in 
the women’s category went to Breanne 
Terakedis of Billings, Montana, second 
place went to Tricia Barden of Marinette 
and Katie Renz of Appleton placed third.  

After months of medical complications, 
surgeries and hospital stays, finishing the 
marathon was a sign to the Langlois family 
that things are looking up. 

“Just seeing that he’s not letting any-
thing slow him down or get in the way of 
what he wants to do, even though he’s in a 
wheelchair,” Dan said.

When asked how it felt to complete the 
marathon, Gabriel’s face lit up with a smile 
as he raised his hand and gave a thumbs up.

Neenah News

Dan Langlois and son Gabriel completed the Community First Fox Cities Marathon last  
Sunday in a team effort.

Fox Cities Marathon photo

Gabriel Langlois crosses the finish line at the 
Community First Fox Cities Marathon.

Exquisite
Jewelry for

All Occasions

OSHKOSH 920.231.0462

523 N. Main Street
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-2pm

APPLETON 920.734.1858

208 E. College Avenue
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-2pm

The Fox Valley’s
Oldest
Jeweler

LOCAL RELEVANT
NEWS DELIVERED
WEEKLY
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I live within 54956 and receive the Neenah News weekly and want to join!
❑ $50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
I llive outside of 54956 want to subscribe to receive the Neenah News weekly.
❑ $70 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
❑ $35 6-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION
Check: ������� Credit card #: ������������������������������������ Exp: ����� CSV: 
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NeenahNewsNow.com • 124 W. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah • 920-486-1616

Support the
Neenah News

For less than a
dollar a week

you can support
the Neenah

News mission of
providing local,

relevant community
news delivered to
your mailbox.

Our members receive
special emailed offers
from local businesses
and event tickets
during the year as
our Thank You for
your support.

JOIN AT WWW.NEENAHNEWSNOW.COM/PRODUCT/MEMBERSHIP/
Or complete this form and return with check or credit card information to:

Neenah News Membership, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 090B, Neenah WI 54956
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Two hours of respite
Care provided by Valley VNA Senior Care staff
Volunteer-led program includes activities, music, and snacks 
Care partners can participate or take time for themselves 
FREE

in Neenah and Oshkosh
Memory Care Respite

A safe and engaging activity for people with memory 
loss. A chance to rejuvenate for their care partners.

Neenah Respite

First and Second Monday 
of each month
1:30-3:30 p.m.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
200 N. Commercial Street, Neenah

 Call 920-383-1180 to Pre-register

Oshkosh Respite

Fourth Tuesday of each month 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

 Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, 

1860 Wisconsin Street, Oshkosh 

Call 920-727-5555 to Pre-register

Brought to you by Valley VNA Senior Care in 
collaboration with Memory Care Respite 

Partners. Call 920-727-5555 to learn more.

Lasagna Love delivers comfort food to communities
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

An international nonprofit is connecting 
communities and sharing love locally – in 
the form of lasagna. 

Lasagna Love has been making its way 
around the Fox Valley, with volunteers of-
fering to prepare lasagnas and deliver them 
free of charge to the doorsteps of local fam-
ilies. 

The organization was started by Rhian-
non Menn in 2020 during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Feeling helpless 

to deal with the strug-
gles of families in her 
San Diego community, 
Menn created a plat-
form to connect neigh-
bors for home-cooked 
meal delivery. 

The organization’s 
mission is to feed fam-
ilies, spread kindness 
and strengthen com-
munities. In the three 
years since its start, La-
sagna Love has become 
a movement across the 
nation, delivering more 
than 350,000 lasagnas 
and feeding more than 
1.5 million.

Families and individ-
uals can privately sign 

up at www.lasagnalove.org to receive a meal 
with no questions asked. Lasagna recipi-
ents may also be nominated by a commu-
nity member. 

The recipient is matched with a local vol-
unteer who coordinates preparation and 
schedules a day and time for contactless 
delivery of the lasagna, with no money ex-
changing hands.

Nanette Maneage of Mukwonago is the 
Lasagna Love regional director for Wiscon-
sin and Minnesota. She started volunteer-
ing in 2021 and has since made and deliv-
ered 102 lasagnas in her community. 

Maneage said there are no requirements 
or restrictions on who can receive a lasagna 
through the program. Teachers, working 
parents, health care workers and those re-
covering from illness or surgery are among 
the recipients. Maneage also delivers to 
those who are homeless. 

“You know, I’ve met people on the corner 
of the grocery store to drop it off,” she said. 
“I cut their lasagna for them, I give them 
plates, I give them napkins and I normally 
take something for them to drink.”

Maneage is passionate about providing 
lasagna to new mothers. She partners with 
an organization for unwed teen mothers to 
deliver lasagnas once per month. 

“Because it’s so important,” she said. “It’s 
so hard for moms, especially if they have 
another younger kid, for them to still pay 
attention to the new baby and then try to 
do dinner. It’s always a struggle.”

Barbara Krueger of Neenah is a local La-
sagna Love leader who has volunteered for 
the organization since June. In that time, 
she delivered more than 20 lasagnas to area 

residents. 
“It’s a dose of positivity when we need it 

the most,” she said.
And why lasagna? 
“I don’t know of anybody who doesn’t 

like lasagna,” she said. “Lasagna is basically 
a comfort food.”

An important aspect of Lasagna Love 
is the organization’s goal to eliminate stig-
mas and barriers associated with asking 
for help. 

“Because a lot of times when people need 
help, they’re afraid to ask for help,” Krueger 
said. “It may be embarrassment for what-
ever reason. It could be income, it could be 
family issues. I just think people have a real-
ly hard time asking for help.”

Maneage said she loves that the organiza-
tion is judgment free. 

“It’s not financial, it’s not need based; a 
mom could want a night off or just need a 
break and need some help and we’ll deliv-
er a lasagna to her,” she said. “It is no judg-
ment.”

Lasagna Love currently delivers an aver-
age of 3,500 lasagnas each week in the Unit-
ed States, Canada and Australia. 

In northeast Wisconsin, 113 volunteer 
chefs have served 2,055 people with 501 
lasagnas so far in 2023. Statewide, the orga-
nization has 425 volunteers. 

Maneage said Lasagna Love is always in 
need of volunteers who purchase their own 
ingredients and donate their time to cook 
and deliver the lasagnas. The volunteers 
may use whatever recipe they choose and 
work with recipients to address dietary re-
quests or restrictions. They may volunteer 
as frequently or infrequently as their sched-
ule allows.

For individuals who want to participate 
in Lasagna Love but may not be able to af-
ford ingredients, the organization hosts lo-
cal food drives to offset the cost. 

Under the Club Ricotta program, partici-
pants make a monthly donation to support 
Lasagna Love. Donors can also sponsor 
ingredients for a local lasagna chef in ex-
change for a commitment from the chef to 
cook and deliver a certain amount of lasa-
gnas each month. 

One of the recipients that Krueger deliv-
ered to was a single mother of three who re-
cently underwent surgery for breast cancer. 

“Receiving my lasagna made me feel so 
cared for and allowed for me to sit and en-
joy a long night of good conversation and 
laughs at the table with my children,” she 
said. “Thank you so much.”

Krueger said she often receives messag-
es of gratitude from those she’s delivered 
lasagna to and although she doesn’t expect 
responses from recipients, she appreciates 
them.

“It’s just a good feeling to be able to give 
and help somebody,” she said.

Maneage agreed.
“It feels great,” she said. “You know you 

just made somebody’s night a little bit easi-
er and that’s a really good feeling.”

While Lasagna Love may have been 
started to bring communities closer togeth-
er during the pandemic, Krueger said its 
mission is just as important today. 

“We need to help people struggling, 
whether it be sharing a meal, donating food 
or whatever it takes, we need to spread 
kindness and get it back,” she said.

Photo from Lasagna Love

Volunteers in Columbus, Ohio, are shown at work preparing meals. The Lasagna Love  
movement has delivered more than 350,000 lasagnas and fed more than 1.5 million.

Maneage

Krueger
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@ BECKETS ATRIUM
OSHKOSH

FRI. OCT 13

ARTS + CULTURE FUNDRAISER IN SUPPORT OF

WITH JANET PLANET

LIVE MUSIC • LIVE ART

STREET FOOD • DJS

PERFORMANCE ART

TICKETS + MORE INFO AT
www.streetsofhope.art

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS! THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS! THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS! THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!

Cynthia Thorpe +
Dennis Kavanaugh

David Kujawa +
Jennifer Chandler
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Child care center director gets an early career start
By Casey Britten
Fox Valley Technical College

The support and encouragement 
23-year-old Cassie Knauer received during 
her own education planted the seeds to 
help her nurture young minds.

As Cassie Knauer started out her senior 
year at Appleton West High School, her 
dilemma was a familiar one. “I had no clue 
where I wanted to go for college or if I even 
wanted to go,” she explained.

One thing she knew for sure was that she 
loved taking care of children and wanted 
to make a career out of it. She had already 
taken several early childhood education 
classes in high school, plus she had a con-
nection with the Early Childhood Educa-
tion (ECE) program at Fox Valley Techni-
cal College. 

“I knew (ECE instructor) Judi Bourin 
from playing softball with her daughter. 
Judi gave me great insight about the pro-
gram,” she said.

So Cassie enrolled in the ECE program, 
with a 24-credit jump-start: Through her 
dual credit classes — ECE-specific as well 
as general education — by the time she 
graduated from high school, she was al-
ready a full semester ahead on her college 
degree. She graduated from FVTC in 2020, 
and thanks to her credit advantage and a 
healthy dose of determination and know-
how, Cassie became one of the youngest 
FVTC graduates to ever direct a child care 
center. At 21, in 2022 she accepted the po-
sition of center director at Discover Little 
Miracles Child Care Center in Neenah.

“When the opportunity at Discover Lit-
tle Miracles popped up, I was excited but 
scared at the same time because I didn’t 
know if I was ready,” she said. “It was defi-

nitely a challenge, but I was up for it and felt 
very passionate about the administration 
side of child care and excited about teach-
ing the teachers.”

In her role, Cassie leads all child care op-
erations: enrollment, staffing, classrooms, 
children and staff files, employee continu-
ing education, activities and state licensing. 
In addition, she handles all business opera-
tions alongside one of the owners, includ-
ing budgets, payroll, expenses and income. 
She returned to FVTC to earn her Child 
Care Administrator certificate, providing 
her with the expertise and credentials to 
run a center.

The hands-on, practical education and 
supportive environment are what Cassie 
appreciated the most about her FVTC ed-

ucation. 
“Through the practicums in child care 

centers, you get to see what it’s really like in 
a real-life setting,” she said. “But the number 
one thing I loved about my education was 
the amount of support I received. There are 
so many people who played a role in setting 
examples, supporting me, and helping me 
to get to where I am today.”

Two of Cassie’s biggest supporters are 
FVTC Early Childhood Education in-
structors Judi Bourin and Kathy Meetz.

Judi recognized Cassie’s drive early on, 
while she was still in high school. 

“Cassie was well aware of her passion and 
goals and connected with her high school 
dual credit instructor early in her high 
school career,” she said. “It’s all about con-

nections and Cassie was able to connect 
with those individuals who could help her 
reach her goal.”

Kathy added, “We’re proud of all our stu-
dents, but particularly the ones that estab-
lish a goal and meet that goal. And Cassie 
had high goals. To be a director of a child 
care center at 21 years old? That is very un-
common. We’re really proud of her.”

Cassie is happy to be living her dream. 
“Ever since I was a young girl, I’ve want-

ed to work with children. I love supporting 
them in their learning and watching them 
grow,” she said. “Every day is different, 
and every day is important to the children 
you’re working with. Being a constant in 
their lives makes the biggest impact on 
them.”

Cassie Knauer is center director at Discover Little Miracles Child Care Center in Neenah.
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killer at a grocery store. She was unaware 
that he had been released on bail days after 
the murder, according to the Marsy’s Law 
website.  

The well-funded effort to pass the law in 
states across the country is led by Marsy’s 
brother, tech billionaire Henry Nicholas. 
A dozen states have passed similar ver-
sions of Marsy’s Law and in Wisconsin it 
was approved by 75% of voters in the 2020 
spring election.

Margo Kirchner is director of the Wis-
consin Justice Initiative, an organization 
that raised legal challenges to Marsy’s 
Law, first trying to keep it off the ballot 
and then bringing a lawsuit challenging its 
validity in court. 

Kirchner said that buried in Marsy’s 
Law are provisions that erode the rights 
of those accused and allow the law to be 
fashioned as a tool to restrict the release of 
information in police shootings.

Wisconsin defines a victim as “a person 
against whom an act is committed that 
would constitute a crime if committed 
by a competent adult.” The victim label 
attaches before there’s been any determi-
nation of facts. 

If the victim is deceased, the victim la-
bel moves to the person’s spouse, parent or 
legal guardian, sibling, child, person who 
resided with the deceased at the time of 
death or other lawful representative. 

Marsy’s Law provides victims the right 
to privacy and to “not have his or her per-
sonal identifiers … used or disclosed by a 
public official, employee, or agency,” ac-
cording to the Department of Justice.

A Department of Corrections adminis-
trative directive issued in 2020 notes per-
sonal identifiers include the victim’s So-
cial Security number, telephone number, 
street address, post-office box, ZIP code 
and email address.

In the Neenah shooting, the Sheboygan 
sheriff ’s interpretation appears to be that 
both the officers who shot the man and 
the man they shot could potentially be 
victims.

“If the police are claiming to be acting 

in self-defense, then they’re claiming to 
be the victim,” Kirchner said, “and if the 
person shot is claiming that he or she was 
wrongly shot, that person is claiming to be 
a victim. So you’ve got competing people 
claiming to be victims, and the Marsy’s 
Law language in the constitution doesn’t 
really address what happens in that situa-
tion.”

The vaguely written constitutional 
amendment and the question of who 
qualifies as a victim under Marsy’s Law 
are leading to inconsistencies in its appli-
cation.

In Oshkosh, the officer who shot Mon-
trael Clark in March and the officer who 
shot Benson Thao in June have not been 
identified, while the men who were shot 
were publicly identified within weeks of 
the shootings. Clark and Thao both sur-
vived.

In Grand Chute, both Pierce Don Lee 
Folkerts’ name and the name of the officer 
who shot him were released the day after 
the incident last month. Folkerts survived 
the shooting. 

In Kaukauna, both the name of the of-
ficer and the 28-year-old Oshkosh man 
who was shot last week are being withheld 
by police. The man was taken to a hospital 
where he was listed in stable condition.

Winnebago County District Attorney 
Eric Sparr said that before Marsy’s Law, 
most criminal complaints would have vic-
tims’ names. 

“That changed with Marsy’s Law,” he 
said. “We immediately changed our pro-
cess. I think there were a few counties that 
were not using victim names even before 
that; but we shifted significantly when 
that happened. And I don’t mean just for 
officer involved shootings, I mean for any 
offenses.”

Sparr said his office weighs whether 
those involved are classified as victims 
when deciding on releasing information, 
but that isn’t what every department does. 
He said the lack of guidance in imple-
menting the law is a challenge. 

“Marsy’s Law is something where peo-
ple can be sanctioned for violating it and it 
would be nice for people to know whether 
they’re violating it when they’re making 
the decisions about what to do,” he said. 
“So to know that, hey, if I do this, I’m do-
ing something wrong. But it’s very hard to 
know that right now.”

Sparr acknowledged the reasons the 
public may want to know about those 
involved in a police shooting. Having an 

officer’s name out in the public may make 
officers less likely to shoot someone in the 
future and allows the public to monitor 
whether there’s a pattern of behavior, he 
said.

“Now, the other problem, though, is if 
we look at it from the other side, is there 
an increased risk that a victim is going to 
suffer negative consequences as a result of 
a disclosure when that victim is a law en-
forcement officer that shot somebody?” 
he questioned. “And I think the answer to 
that is yes, as well.”

Kirchner questioned whether the offi-
cers themselves are claiming to be a victim 
or if departments are applying a blanket 
rule to police shootings.

Police officers are public servants ex-
pected to have greater transparency. Al-
lowing the officers to claim victim status 
under Marsy’s Law could reduce account-
ability and restrict public disclosure. 

“These are all things that are just not an-
swered by Marsy’s Law itself by the text of 
it and are going to be worked out in courts 
in the future by law enforcement depart-
ments, prosecutors, defense attorneys try-
ing to figure out what it really all means,” 
she said.

Kirchner said the lesson to be learned is 
for the public to know what they’re pass-
ing when they vote on an amendment be-
cause voters may not have been in support 
of Marsy’s Law if they had known it would 
restrict the rights of the accused and pre-
vent the release of information in police 
shootings. 

“Media groups and nonprofits that are 
very concerned about open records and 
things like that – if we rewound three or 
four years from now, would things be dif-
ferent? I think that had people known how 
Marsy’s Law was going to play out, they 
may have voted differently.”

Marsy’s Law
from Page 1
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Public safety officials are shown at the scene of a fatal shooting Aug. 2 on South Commercial 
Street in Neenah.

chair and setting a $6,000 annual salary 
for supervisors.

Starting in April, the board chair salary 
will go to $16,800 per year; and the vice 
chair to $8,400 per year. The increase is 
because “their work is typically more bur-
densome and requires many more hours,” 
according to the task force’s report.

Committee chairs will be compensated 
an additional $75 per month per commit-
tee addition. Mileage reimbursement will 
remain the same.

Non-supervisors appointed to serve on 
committees, boards or commissions who 
are not acting within the scope of their 
employment are eligible for a $50 pay-
ment for a half-day meeting but not more 
than $75 per day and expense reimburse-
ments.

The current budget for supervisor wag-
es is $125,000. The annual cost of the new 
compensation package is estimated to be 
just under $253,000. 

At a meeting Sept. 5, Supervisor Doug 
Zellmer said he doesn’t think constitu-
ents would be in favor of such a big pay 
increase.

“This is a pretty steep increase and I 
think the voters of Winnebago County 
would not like what we’re doing because 
of the big increase, so I think all of us 

should rethink this in our own heads on 
what are our constituents are going to say 
and I bet most of them would say, ‘No, 
keep what you got,’” he said.

Supervisor Morris Cox agreed. He said 
the county board needs to limit spending, 
adding that eliminating per diem reim-
bursements may also remove an incentive 
for supervisors to attend meetings. 

At the start of Tuesday’s board meeting, 
chair Tom Egan announced that District 
29 Supervisor Rachel Youngquist re-
signed from the board, citing the inabil-
ity to continue committing to attending 
the lengthy meetings, which often stretch 
from three to five hours.

Supervisor Steven Binder said the sug-
gested compensation was based on a wage 
study to determine how to fairly compen-
sate supervisors.

“If you don’t think that you’re worth 
what the average supervisor makes, then 
vote it down; apparently you don’t think 
you’re worth much,” he said. “You should 
be worth what the average supervisor gets 
paid.” 

Supervisors Conley Hanson and Jim 
Wise said the compensation change may 
encourage people to run for a supervisor 
position who may not have considered it 
before. 

The board voted 28-5 to approve the 
compensation package, with Zellmer, 
Cox, Julie Gordon, Timothy Ernst and 
Jeffrey Beem voting against. 

Supervisor pay
from Page 1
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Dean delivers again in win as Rockets eye Lightning
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Grant Dean said he never knows what a 
game is going to hold for him. 

“I just go with what the gameplan is,” 
Neenah’s standout junior running back 
said. “I don’t have a plan for a big game or 
anything. I just play.”

That seems to be working well for the 
Rockets. 

For the second time in four games this 
season, Dean reached the end zone six 
times in leading the Rockets to a 42-20 
win over Oshkosh West last Friday night. 
He finished with 223 yards rushing on 25 
carries – an average of nearly nine yards 
per tote – and scored five touchdowns 
while also hauling in a 58-yard touchdown 
pass on his only reception. 

Dean, who also posted six touchdowns 
against De Pere in the season opener, to-
taled more than half of the Rockets’ yards 
from the line of scrimmage while scoring 
on runs of 2, 1, 3, 54 and 1 yards.

“He’s a great weapon to have obviously,” 
Neenah head coach Steve Jung said. “With 
Evan (Vanevenhoven) down, he’s really 
taken on a big load.”

Dean accounted for all of Neenah’s 
touchdowns against West, including four 
in the first 13 minutes of the game that 
staked Neenah to a 28-0 lead and West 
would get no closer than the final score. 

Chase Collins had 69 yards on eight 
carries, while Ashton Van Beek completed 
6-of-11 passes for 180 yards. Luke Keller 
had four catches for 121 yards and set up a 
pair of Dean short touchdowns. 

It was the kind of win Neenah needed 
following the Week 5 loss to Kaukauna. 

“We knew we had to bring energy 
against Oshkosh West because we came 
out flat (against Kaukauna) last week,” 
Dean said. “We know we have a tough 
stretch coming up so we had to get a big 
one here.”

Appleton North will certainly be a step 
up in competition as the Lightning enter 
the game with a perfect 5-0 record and are 
coming off a 42-0 thrashing of Oshkosh 
North. 

The Lightning are averaging nearly 37 

points per game this season, while defense 
has allowed a total of 41 points this season 
and surrendered more than nine points 
just once in five games. 

“They are a really physical football team 
and they are big,” Jung said. “They play re-
ally good defense so that’s a challenge for 
us. Our offense has been pretty good but 
they are going to give us some challenges.”

Plus, the Lightning may have a little 
added motivation. 

Neenah knocked off Appleton North 
last season on its homefield, 21-10, and 
the Rockets figure the Lightning are going 
to be out to do the same on Friday. 

“They are going to be looking for us this 
year because we got them in a close one 
last year,” Dean said. “Appleton North is a 
great team and their defense is very stout.”

Appleton North’s defense may be just as 
stingy as it was last year when the Light-
ning reached Level 3 of the Division 1 
playoffs, but its offense is proving to be 
actually better. 

The offense scored more than 24 points 
just once last season and averaged about 
15 points per game in Fox Valley Associa-
tion play. So far this season, the Lightning 
have failed to score at least 24 points in a 
game only once and have registered totals 
of 21, 34 and 42 in starting the conference 
slate 3-0. 

Leading the way for the Lightning is du-
al-threat quarterback Luke Kritzer, who 
has completed nearly 70 percent of his 
passes this season, while throwing for nine 
touchdowns without an interception. He 
is also Appleton North’s second-leading 
rusher behind Jack Robinson.

Dual-threat quarterbacks have caused 
issues for the Neenah defense this season 
and that was something the Rockets would 

be focusing on this week in practice.
“We’ve had a quarterback like that in 

Week 1 and we didn’t handle it that well,” 
Jung said. “(Kritzer) gives them another 
dimension. Our pass defense has gotten 
better but we have struggled containing 
quarterbacks so we are really going to 
work hard on that this week.”

The matchup against Appleton North 
will be the first in a tough stretch for the 
Rockets. 

Following the showdown with the 
Lightning, Neenah will travel to Kimber-
ly to take on the top-ranked Papermakers 
before returning home to tackle an im-
proving Fond du Lac squad that beat Kau-
kauna last week. The Rockets lost to the 

Ghosts in Week 4.
Although the three-week stretch could 

determine the overall success of the sea-
son for the Rockets, Jung said his team 
excels at taking the one game at a time 
approach and they will need to focus on 
each game as it comes up in order to have 
a chance for wins. 

“That’s always been our mantra the last 
couple of years, just one week at a time. 
We focus on becoming better each day 
and going 1-0 each week,” Jung said. “Even 
if you asked some of our players, they may 
know we play Kimberly and Fond du Lac 
next, but I bet they don’t know order be-
cause they know that we have to take care 
of this week first.”

Neenah News

Luke Jung (15) and Will Radies (23) wrap up an Oshkosh West ball carrier last Friday night.

Week 6 games
Fox Valley Association
(records reflect FVA games)

Appleton North (3-0) at Neenah (2-1)

Kimberly (3-0) at Oshkosh North (0-3) 

Oshkosh West (0-3) at Kaukauna (2-1)

Fond du Lac (1-2) at Appleton East (1-2)

Zephyrs aim to even Trailways record at winless Deerfield
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

St. Mary Catholic head football coach 
Josh Young was pleased to see the way his 
team played in the second half against Fall 
River/Rio last Friday. 

The Zephyrs rallied from a 14-0 deficit 
with three second-half touchdowns to 
claim a 20-14 win over the Pirates for the 

team’s first Trailways Conference victory. 
Young would just like to see his squad 

start better and not be forced to come 
from behind to collect a victory.

“It was good to put together a good sec-
ond half and pull that one out,” Young said. 
“We still haven’t put together four quarters 
of good football. It seems like we put it to-
gether in the second half, which has played 

a role in some of the games we lost.”
Outside of the Week 1 win over Ro-

sholt, the Zephyrs have outscored three 
of their four opponents in the second half 
after facing a double-digit deficit at half-
time or in the second half of each of the 
four games. 

Against Ozaukee, Pardeeville and Fall 
River/Rio combined, the Zephyrs out-
scored those three opponents 40-7 after 
halftime but managed just six points in the 
first half of those games. 

Young is hoping against Deerfield the 
Zephyrs can play well both before and af-
ter halftime. 

“If we can put together two halves of 
football, that would go a long way to help 
us pull things out,” Young said. “Instead 
of having to play from behind and try to 
make something happen in the third and 
fourth quarters.”

The Demons enter the game with a 1-4 
record and have dropped all three Trail-
ways games, including a 42-0 defeat to 
Cambria-Friesland last week. 

But Young believes that Deerfield is 
better than their record indicates and will 
pose some challenges to his offense. 

“Defensively they seem pretty solid,” 
Young said. “I think we present a few things 
that they haven’t shown that they can cover 
on video, some of the things we do. I think 

a lot of it will come down to making adjust-
ments during the game after we see how 
they react to what we are doing.” 

The Demons feature running back Jack-
son Drobac on offense. Drobac is averag-
ing about five yards per carry and is also 
Deerfield’s second-leading receiver with 
11 catches.

The Zephyrs counter with a defense that 
surrendered 216 rushing yards against Fall 
River/Rio but forced three Pirate turn-
overs in the game. 

Linebacker John Schultz led the team 
with a whopping 19 tackles, while Daniel 
Harness finished with 16 tackles and an 
interception he returned for a touchdown.

Schultz also was one of the offensive lead-
ers for the Zephyrs last week with 78 yards 
rushing and a score, while Ashton Post had 
80 yards of total offense and hauled in a 26-
yard touchdown pass from Maddox Dwyer 
for the go-ahead touchdown. 

Week 6 games
Trailways Conference

(records reflect Trailways games)

St. Mary Catholic (1-2) at Fall River/Rio (0-3)

Lourdes Acad. (3-0) at Johnson Creek (3-0)

Fall River/Rio (0-3) at Pardeeville (2-1)

Cambria-Friesland (0-2) at Randolph (2-1)
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Senior Standout is brought to you by:

Cleveland remains mainstay on Rockets offensive line
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Don’t be surprised if after a win by the 
Neenah High School football team there 
is a stream of singing coming from the 
victorious locker room. 

And leading the musical celebration is 
likely to be senior center Nate Cleveland. 

“I really love singing,” said Cleveland, 
who has participated in choir in high 
school. “After wins, we have a good time 
in the locker room and it ends up like ka-
raoke in there.”

So, could the next boy band sensation 
come from the new locker rooms at 500 
Rocket Way? 

“I’m thinking (the group) would in-
clude Will St. Clair, Chase Collins, Sam 

Scheer and maybe 
Grant (Dean),” Cleve-
land answered when 
pressed for a lineup 
that also included 
himself. “I think we 
would all get pretty 
hyped together.” 

Cleveland’s singing 
ability may remain a 
mystery to most out-

side of the Neenah football program but 
his ability on the field in a Rocket uni-
form isn’t in question. 

The senior is in his third year starting 
on the offensive line for the Rockets – 
with nearly all of the starts at center – and 
has garnered all-Fox Valley Association 
each of the past two seasons. Not many 
sophomores start on the line in the FVA 
and even fewer are ranked among the best 
in the league, but Cleveland has certainly 
earned the recognition he’s received. 

“He’s also a two-year captain and that 
doesn’t happen very often in our pro-
gram. The kids just really respect him,” 
Neenah head coach Steve Jung said. “He’s 
smart so he is able to make all of the line 
calls and than he’s an aggressive and re-
ally good blocker. He’s been the rock for 
the offensive line for the past two sea-
sons.”

Cleveland said he has played up and 
down the offensive line since he started 
football in the third grade, but honed in 
on center in seventh and eighth grade. 
When he made the jump to high school 
he stayed at that position.

His first varsity start in the opener of 
his sophomore season wasn’t even at the 
position where he was most comfortable. 

“Blake Dietzen got hurt so a week be-
fore the scrimmage I got called up and 
was told to start taking varsity reps (at 
left guard),” Cleveland said. “I was hesi-
tant but once I got playing the first cou-
ple of games, I realized I could do this. 
I realized it was going to be a challenge, 
but I just had to work through it.”

Cleveland started the first games of 
the 2021 season at guard before another 
injury allowed him to move back to his 
more comfortable spot at center. 

The 5-foot-10, 255-pounder has been 
there ever since. 

“That’s really awesome that we have a 
kid who is a dependable snapper and he 
always has been,” Jung said. “That sets the 
tone for everything we do.”

Playing center is more than just snap-
ping the ball, though. 

There are pre-snap reads to make and 
communicate with his fellow linemen 
and then, of course, there is the need to 
keep those in the different-colored jer-
seys off his teammates. 

“You are kind of the leader of the of-
fense along with the quarterback,” Cleve-
land said. “It’s not easy. Once you snap 
the ball, then you have to go block the 
biggest guy on the field. It’s just tons of 
reps at that position to really progress the 
snapping and hitting at the same time. It’s 
not something everyone can do but once 
you get it going it’s not that bad.”

In his three seasons, Cleveland has 
helped pave the way for some pretty im-
pressive Rocket runners, too. 

From quarterbacks Matt Jung and 
Evan Vanevenhoven to running backs 
Jase Jenkins and Grant Dean,  Cleveland 
believes that having talented ball carriers 
can make a line look good. 

“You just have to get your hats on peo-
ple and let them make plays,” Cleveland 
said. “That’s one thing I have been bless-
ed with in my high school career is hav-
ing really good backs.”

And Cleveland and his linemates may 
not be the ones crossing the goal line 
with the ball cradled in an arm, but they 
certainly can celebrate their contribution 

to such plays. 
“Being on the offensive line, you don’t 

get talked about too much. You just 
kind of stick your nose in there and start 
grinding,” Cleveland said. “We aren’t the 
biggest group of guys and we just try to 

work hard and outwork our opponents. 
Seeing those long runs shows off our 
hard work.”

One thing that has helped Cleveland 

Neenah News

Neenah senior Nate Cleveland is a three-year starter on the Rockets’ offensive line with nearly 
all of those starts coming at center.

Senior Standout

See Senior standout on Page 15

Cleveland
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INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

CROISSANTS

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissants

Scan to see
croissant flavors

Neenah, WI

www.loveofcroissants.com

instagram@LoveofCroissants

Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com

—SINCE 1988—

(920) 231-1699
5744 CTY RD A, OSHKOSH

 Sales
 Service
 Pick-up & Delivery

Available

LAWN EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS
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DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

  Reach 21,000+ homes every FRIDAY for as low as $32/week! Call 920-486-1616 or email 
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your business  in the Business Services Directory  
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Go Green with
Elizabeth Lee Franzen
and get the harmful

chemicals out of your home
with products from Norwex!

Scan to view newest
catalog of home
essentials!

Call or email me for my
personal recommendations:

gogreenwithbeth@yahoo.com
920-279-1233

Local Norwex Advisor

STAIR LIFTS

Indoor/Outdoor Stair Lifts
Mobility Scooters

Free In-Home Estimates!

920-257-6060
2140 American Dr, Neenah
www.allaboutaccess.com

FAMILY OWNED

Prep sports roundup
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

St. Mary Catholic  
second at invitational

The St. Mary Catholic girls volleyball 
team finished second at the Trucker Invi-
tational in Clintonville on Tuesday, falling 
to Shawano in the title match. 

The Zephyrs went 2-1 in pool play beat-
ing Gillett and Shawano, while losing to 
Ripon. St. Mary Catholic then topped 
Clintonville in the semifinals. 

Leading the Zephyrs at the net were 
Lauren Fischer with 33 kills, Eliana Brenn 
with 19 kills and Audrey Norville with 15 
kills. Sammie Weiss posted 45 assists in 
the tournament, while Stella Virlee fin-
ished with 34.

Topping the St. Mary Catholic defense 
was Olivia Noel with 33 digs followed by 
Fischer with 28 digs and Norville with 21.

The Zephyrs also collected a Big East 
Conference win Tuesday, rolling past 
Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah 25-13, 25-12, 
25-23. 

Fischer finished with 13 kills and nine 
digs while Brenn tallied eight kills and five 
aces. Virlee and Weiss totaled 15 and 13 
assists, respectively, while Virlee added 
five digs and Weiss had five aces.
SWIMMING

Rockets roll past  
North/Lourdes in dual

Aaliyah Lima led off a 1-2-3 finish in 
the 200-yard freestyle and Neenah domi-
nated the FVA dual meet against Oshkosh 
North/Lourdes by posting a 124-45 vic-
tory. 

Lima, who also finished first in the 100-
yard freestyle, was followed by Anna Mul-
roy in second place and Addy Benner in 
third in the 200-yard freestyle. 

Naomi Cortina also won a pair of events 
for the Rockets, placing first in the 200-
yard individual medley and the 100-yard 
breaststroke. Rylie Bauman in the 50-yard 

freestyle, Sydney Hansman in diving and 
Emma Bottensek in the 100-yard back-
stroke also collected wins. 

Adding second-place finishes for the 
Rockets were Breleigh Mauer in the 50-
yard freestyle, Hannah Slabbert in diving 
and Kacie Stamm in the 100-yard free-
style.

Neenah also finished first in all three re-
lay events. 
GOLF

Rockets secure a one-shot 
victory over Fond du Lac

Aubrey Oitzinger carded a 37 to earn 
medalist honors and Neenah finished 
with a team score of 172 at Rolling Mead-
ows to edge Fond du Lac by one stroke in 
a Fox Valley Association dual meet. 

Natalie Quella added a 42 for the Rock-
ets followed by Annika Searles with a 45 
and Annabelle Hodges with a 48.
BOYS VOLLEYBALL

Neenah swept  
by Fond du Lac

The Rockets came up short in a Fox Val-
ley match against Fond du Lac on Tuesday 
night falling at home to the Cardinals 25-
20, 25-12, 25-22. 

Miles Weaver led the Rockets with 12 
kills, while Ben Donaldson had four and 
Benjy Bell added three. Cam Diekfuss led 
the team with 20 assists. 

Leading the team in digs was Malachi 
Wang with 14, while Weaver had seven. 

Over the weekend, Neenah went 2-4 at 
the Dave Hash Invite, hosted by Kaukau-
na High School. 

The Rockets topped FVA rival Appleton 
West in the first match of the tournament 
and then picked up a win in three sets 
against Greenfield, with losses coming to 
South Milwaukee United, Waukesha West 
and Mukwonago.

In the win against Greenfield, Weaver 
totaled 17 kills with Donaldson added 

eight and Diekfuss racked up 34 assists. 
Donaldson led the way against the Terrors 
with five kills, while Weaver had four. 

On Monday, the Rockets won the first 
set against Madison West but lost the 
match 20-25, 25-16, 25-15, 25-23. 

Weaver had 15 kills, followed by Bell 
with seven and Julian Kuehn and Donald-
son each with six. Diekfuss had 28 assists, 
while Weaver led the team with 11 digs.
CROSS COUNTRY

Klawikowski, Veith lead 
Rockets at Winneconne

Braedy Klawikowski led the Neenah 
boys team at the Winneconne Invitational 
on Tuesday, placing seventh overall. 

Jackson Holzheu in 18th was the next 
Rocket finisher followed by Sam Kleisner 
in 39th, Owen Martin in 31st and Gideon 
Benner in 34th.

Neenah finished fourth among 13 teams 
in the boys race. 

The Neenah girls placed fifth overall, 
with Brooke Veith scoring the best finish 
for the Rockets in 19th place.

Claire Gloudemans added a 35th place 
for Neenah, while the rest of the scoring 
runners were Callie McElroy in 42nd 
place, Kat Russell in 43rd place and Elise 
Braaten in 45th place.
SOCCER

Rockets top Cardinals  
to stay unbeaten in FVA

Blake Rhodes and Owen Wise each tal-
lied a goal as Neenah improved to 6-0 in 
the Fox Valley Association with a 2-0 win 
over Fond du Lac on Tuesday. 

Wise and Keegan Vande Hei earned as-
sists in the match. 

Neenah also scored a pair of wins over 
the weekend at the Marshfield quadran-
gular, beating Wisconsin Rapids 3-0 and 
Marshfield 5-2. 

Rhodes had a pair of goals, while Vande 
Hei, Wise and Preston Schamens also 

scored for the Rockets against Marshfield. 
Ayden Weisbrod finished with three as-
sists. 

Vande Hei and Alex Thayer were listed 
as the goal scorers against Wisconsin Rap-
ids while Justin Gallmeier finished with 
two saves in goal. Gallmeier also had three 
saves against Marshfield.

Zephyrs pick up  
pair of victories

Kieran Barrientos and Braeden Brenn 
each scored a goal to lead St. Mary Catho-
lic to a 2-0 nonconference win over Xavier 
on Saturday. 

The Zephyrs followed up that win with 
a 9-1 thumping of Random Lake in a Big 
East Conference match. 

Barrientos finished the game with a hat 
trick, while Carlos Verhoff scored a pair of 
goals in the win. Also finding the back of 
the net for St. Mary Catholic were Grant 
Bergstom, Luke Fairweather, Harry Berg-
strom and AJ Groppel. 

Groppel and Grant Bergstrom each fin-
ished with three assists in the game.
TENNIS

Rockets cap FVA dual 
meet season with win

Neenah wrapped up the conference sea-
son with a 6-1 win over Oshkosh West on 
Tuesday. 

Individual match results were not avail-
able.

St. Mary Catholic  
continues to roll

The Zephyrs won all seven matches 
over Fox Valley Lutheran and Menasha at 
a triangular on Saturday, while the team 
did not drop a game in any of the seven 
flights against Kiel on Tuesday. 

St. Mary Catholic is ranked 10th in the 
latest WIAA Division 2 poll. 

Individual match results were not avail-
able. 
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To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-486-1616

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to ofer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

CDL A OR B DRIVERS deliver new straight 
trucks nationwide, part-time, 3 yrs CDL 

Exp req. 
920-475-7698 or TCCorp.us Appleton, WI

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT Put Your 
Career in Gear!! Competitive wages & full 

benefits. Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly 
Home weekends, NO east/west coast, 28 

central states. Van & Hopper Division. Agri-
culture experience a plus. Fox Valley company 

since 1958  
Call Frank 920-788-6242 or 920-858-0238. 

Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

YOUR ROAD TO SUCCESS Starts with 
18-wheels & a new career.  

Train at SCDTI for your CDL 715-942-2700 
ext 102

AKC ENGLISH BULLDOGS 2-M & 2-F Top 
Notch Bloodlines, vet/shots 715-255-3782

AKC REG KING CHARLES CAVALIER PUPS 
2-M Vet/worm/shots 4 Mo old $500  

715-701-2066

AUSSIE PUPS Great Colors, Vet/Shots 7 yrs. 
experience $200 & up 715-250-2793

Beagle Pups Tri Color shots/dewormed 
$400 Family raised call or text  

608-479-0434

BOXER POODLE CROSS PUPPIES Shots/
wormed/vet ckd $100 (#516695) 

 715-921-9708

COMPLETE FENCING LLC Specializing in 
Hightensile, Barbwire, Woven Wire, Wood 

Rail, Corrals, Maintenance, Fenceline clearing, 
Post pounding, summer & winter water 

systems,  
715-352-3599 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts.  

Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES Full AKC, Your 
New Best Friend awaits! $450 715-267-6470

KRAUS SNOWPLOW CO Hiniker-Snow-
Way-Western-Meyer-Used Boss;  
Sales/Service 920-894-2488 or  

920-948-2812

LABRADOODLE Pups Yellow $650 Blk-F 
$650 Blk-M $550 Shots/dewormed 

715-229-4936

MINI BERNEDOODLE PUPS, shot/dews/
wormed/VetCkd $600 Can Dlvr  

715-255-2661 #269146

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS Shots/
Wormed/Vet ckd Can Dlvr $600  

715-255-2661 (#269146)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display! 

All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI  

920-892-6006  Open Daily (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

REG. CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL 
PUPS Vet check, shots, wormed, dews, $900  

715-470-0458 #509642-DS

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material, steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer - $500 discount + Add’l 
10% off install (for military, health workers & 

1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

46TH ANNUAL AUTO PARTS SWAP MEET 
& CAR SHOW! Sept. 22-24, Jefferson Co. 

Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 3 Day Swap Meet & 
Car Corral! SHOW CARS (Sat/Sun Only) ADM 

$ 15 Fri/Sat $10 Sun  DEMO DERBY Sun. 
Sept 24th NOON; Adm $10, No Pets. Fri 

10-6pm, Sat, 6-4pm, Sun 6-3pm 
 608-244-8416 

madisonclassics.com (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Mark A. Grunwald
Mark A. Grunwald, also known to many 

as “Gruny”, passed away unexpectedly on 
September 8, 2023, 
at home. Born June 
16, 1956, in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, he was 
the youngest son of 
late Ralph and Rose 
Mary Grunwald. 
Mark graduated from 
Oshkosh North High 

School, and attended the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh, graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in business. In Septem-
ber 2022, Mark retired after 11 years of 
owning Mark and Susie’s Piggly Wiggly, 
and 47 years of working at other Piggly 
Wiggly locations. 

Mark loved and was so proud of his 

children Sara, Michael and Jennifer, and 
he enjoyed watching them grow into suc-
cessful adults. He cherished the little mo-
ments with them, whether it was chatting 
with Sara about current events, watching 
Michael coach his son’s baseball games, 
or going to the movies with Jennifer. 
While his retirement was short, Grandpa 
Gruny’s greatest accomplishment during 
this time was cheering on his grandson 
Eli at every baseball game he played this 
summer. And, his granddaughter Gemma 
could always count on him having a pock-
et full of fruit snacks.    

Mark was dedicated to his work, and 
with the help of his wife Susie, created a 
community- and  customer-focused busi-
ness with Mark and Susie’s Piggly Wiggly. 
Always going above and beyond for their 
customers and others, Mark prided him-

self in helping people. Mark also enjoyed 
the special relationships he had with all of 
those he worked with over the years. 

Anyone who talked to Mark, knew his 
love of sports, especially baseball and the 
Milwaukee Brewers. One of his favorite 
pastimes was to watch, listen, or go to 
Brewers games with family and friends. 
Mark liked to stay active, and in retirement 
he took up biking which quickly became 
part of his daily routine, riding all over Osh- 
kosh. 

Mark is survived by his wife, Susie, 
daughters Sara (Aaron Zakowski) Grun-
wald and Jennifer Grunwald, son Michael 
(Larissa) Grunwald, grandson Eli and 
granddaughter Gemma, brothers Tom 
(Diane) Grunwald and Tim Grunwald, 

sister-in-law Christine Grunwald, neph-
ews Eric (Cheryl) Grunwald and Nathan 
(Taegan) Grunwald, and niece Jill (Car-
los) Talbot. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, brother Jerry, and nephew 
Matthew.  

A celebration of life will be held at Kon-
rad-Behlman Funeral Home, 100 Lake 
Pointe Drive in Oshkosh, from 11am-2pm 
on Sunday, October 1, 2023. Stop by any-
time, wearing your Milwaukee Brewers 
attire. In lieu of flowers, monetary or food 
donations in Mark’s name can be made to 
the Oshkosh Area Community Pantry.   

Obituaries

develop on the football field is another 
sport he participates in. 

Cleveland has been a member of Neen-
ah’s wrestling team since he was a fresh-
man and sees a carryover onto the foot-
ball field. 

“Your footwork gets a lot better, the 
mental edge you have from wrestling 
carries over to football and helps you 
a lot. I’ve seen my progression,” Cleve-
land said. “I give credit to my (wrestling) 
for helping me with my football career. 
Wrestling is good for football and I’d 
like to see more guys coming out for the 
sport.”

Cleveland narrowly missed earning his 
first trip to the state wrestling tourna-

ment last February but is hoping to make 
that trek his senior year. 

“I’ve been working my whole high 
school career for that and it is a really 
big goal I’ve had,” Cleveland said. “I will 
work as hard I can to get down there 
and if I can get down there, I think I will 
do pretty well. I just have to trust in my 
coaches and trust my effort.”

Before wrestling ever begins, Cleve-
land does have a football season to finish 
up and focus on. 

The Rockets are once again in the hunt 
for a top finish in the Fox Valley Associ-
ation but their goals bigger than just tak-
ing home a conference crown. 

“All we can do is try to get better every 
single week and limit the mistakes and 
communicate better,” Cleveland said. 
“We have to get better over these next 
four weeks to get into a position where 

we can make that trip down to Madison. 
That’s the goal. We’ve been dreaming 
about it for a while.”

Beyond high school, Cleveland isn’t set 
on a future but would like to continue to 
play football. He said following his senior 
season he will see what his options are. 

Playing in college would be something 
Cleveland believes he would enjoy, but it 
will be hard to beat the experience of be-
ing a lineman in the FVA.

“There’s definitely a part of me that 
doesn’t want to give up football and I 
think there is a real shot I could keep play-
ing,” Cleveland said. “Being a lineman in 
the FVA is tough because the conference 
is no joke. There are a lot of great football 
players. I think it’s special because not a 
lot of people can do what we do and it’s 
an experience I’ve really enjoyed doing.”

Senior standout
from Page 1

Get a Neenah  
News calendar

Neenah News members and subscribers 
are invited to pick up a 2024 calendar at 
our office at 124 W. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 
090B, during regular business hours. 

The annual calendars are one benefit of 
supporting the News through our mem-
bership program.

Membership for the Neenah News is 
$50 and supports the newspaper for those 
receiving it weekly. 

Subscriptions are $70 annually with the 
paper being mailed to those residing out-
side the 54956 ZIP code. 

To become a member or subscribe, 
call 920-486-1616 or visit www.neen-
ahnewsnow.com.
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Is it okay to cry?
What is your opinion? 

Write about it!

Your body makes liquids. Some of those 
liquids are tears.

While they are both wet, they do 
di�erent things.

Tears keep your eyes from drying out. 
They can also help you feel better.

Sweat comes out of your skin to keep 
you cool on a hot day. Sweat also cools 

you down when you exercise.

We produce about 5-10 ounces of tears 
every day.

Some are sweat.

What’s the di�erence 
between sweat and tears?

About how many tears do our 
eyes produce each day?

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:
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Your eyes always have tears. There are special glands near your eyes 
that make tears. Most of the time, they 
make just enough to keep our eyes 
clean and healthy. If something gets 
in your eye, more tears are made 
that rinse your eyes and remove 
what shouldn’t be there.

Standards Link: Life Science: Understand that 
humans have structures that aid in survival.

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Identify antonyms.

Happy and sad mean 
opposite things. 

Look through the 
newspaper for words 

that mean the opposite. 
Glue the words onto 

cards and play a game 
of fish where a “match” 
is two words that mean 

the opposite.

Happy/Sad

Everyone Cries Sometimes
Crying is natural! Sometimes crying gets the sadness 
out, and after a good cry, we feel better. There is a good 
           reason for this. Tears contain some special 
  ingredients that make you feel better.

Seeing a family member 
who lives far away

A happy ending in a 
movie or book

Winning an
award

Laughing with your 
friends

When people have a lot of happy feelings 
inside, that can bring out the tears, too.

Circle the things that sometimes make 
you cry happy tears.

Why do tears come out of my eyes?

Happy Tears

Brain to Glands!
A part of your brain turns the “tear 
faucet” off and on. This happens 
when you feel strong emotions— 
happy and sad.

Your eye glands can produce more 
than half a cup of tears in minutes. 
This is too much for the eye glands 
to hold, so the overflow tears fall 
out of your eyes. Sometimes, 
overflowing tears go down your 
nose. That’s why when you cry, 
your nose might run.

Circle every other letter to discover 
what the glands that make the tears 
that flow to your eyes are called.

Made when you’re 

feeling emotional, 

such as happy 
or sad.

Made to protect 

your eyes when 

smoke or onion 

fumes get in 

them.

Always in your eyes to keep them moist and clean.

What’s in tears? 
Use the code!

Three Types of Tears
Follow the maze to learn about each.

How big is the gland that 
produces tears? Hold this 

page up to a mirror to 
discover the answer!

BASAL 
TEARS

REFLEX 
TEARS

EMOTIONAL 
TEARS

B LVA N C T R W I K M PA
J L S G U L M A Z N Y DTS

Lacrimal duct
Lacrimal canal

Caruncle

Lacrimal
gland

Iris
Pupil

Sclera

Lacrimal sac
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Standards Link: Language Arts: Understand the 
origin of idioms.

Crocodile Tears

just pretending to be ___________ 
to get something.

Strangely, ___________ have 
noticed that sometimes crocodiles 
DO indeed cry when they _______, 
but not for emotional reasons.

      Long ago, a ___________ 
    told a story about crocodiles 
   crying to get people to come 
   _____________. When they 
did, SNAP! _________ time!

People started saying certain 
kinds of crying are “crocodile 
tears.” It means a person is

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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AWARD
BLINK
BRAIN
CLEAN
CRY
EYES
FEEL
GERMS
GLANDS
HAPPY
NOSE
PUPIL
SAD
TEARS
WINNING

Oshkosh Herald & Neenah News provide FREE weekly
newspapers to local classrooms in
the OASD & NJSD because:

According to Newspapers in Education, students
who participateeeed in NIE groups performed
significantly beeeetter in spelling and vocabulary
than nonreaderrrrs.Additional studies have indicated
that students wwwwho use newspapers in the
classroom perfffform better on standardized reading
tests than those who do not use newspapers in
class.

Join Kid Scoop today!
Call 920-385-4512

• Local newspapers play vital roles in communities
across the globe.
• Local newspapers keep readers up-to-date on their
own communities.
• Local newspapers benefit nearby businesses.
• Local newspapers can strengthen communities.
• Local newspapers can benefit children.


