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Policy Forum
examines why
educators leave

By Jonathan Richie
NEENAH NEWS

Teacher turnover surged in Wisconsin
in 2023 as record numbers of teachers
moved between districts, and the most
teachers since 2012 left public school
classrooms altogether, a new Wisconsin
Policy Forum report found.

Turnover from 2009 to 2023 was more
prevalent among teachers of color than
their white counterparts, in districts serv-
ing vulnerable student populations, and
among rural school districts as well as
those with the lowest enrollment. Turn-
over was caused to a greater extent by
teachers exiting public school classrooms
altogether rather than moving between
districts.

The Wisconsin Policy Forum report
suggests teachers are leaving schools for
other schools or simply leaving the profes-
sions for two major reasons: COVID-19
and Act 10.

See Teacher turnover on Pace 10

City sign rules temporarily on hold

Court prevents Neenah
from enforcing ordinance

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS
A circuit court judge issued a ruling
temporarily preventing the city of Neen-
ah from enforcing its sign ordinance last
week and denied the city’s request for
summary judgment in a lawsuit asserting
the ordinance is unconstitutional.
Neenah residents Gail and Margaret
Minks and Gary and Kim Novak, who
are represented by the Wisconsin Man-

ufacturers & Commerce (WMC) Liti-
gation Center, sued the city over its or-
dinance in April. The lawsuit contends
the ordinance imposes content-based re-
strictions and singles out specific subject
matter for differential treatment.

The city’s sign ordinance limits resi-
dents to displaying one portable sign of
6 square feet or less on a residential prop-
erty for a period of 30 days within a 90-
day period. In July 2022, the city received
a complaint stating the Minks had signs
on their property “for months.”

The five signs stated, “DEFUND
CRITICAL RACE THEORY,” “Rachael

» «

Cabral-Guevara State Senate,” “Rebecca
for Governor,” “Ron Johnson U.S. Sen-
ate” and “Nate Gustafson State Assem-
bly”

The city sent a warning letter to the
Minks that month, notifying them of
Neenah’s ordinance, with a compliance
date of Aug. 19, 2022. The Minks re-
moved the signs in advance of the com-
pliance date.

Documents state the city has had no
prior contact with the Novaks regarding
the sign ordinance. WMC'’s legal filings

See Sign ordinance on Pace 10

Neenah News

The entrance and waiting area of the newly remodeled space for the St. Vincent de Paul Neenah/Menasha Food Pantry is nearing completion.

St. Vincent food pantry grows with need

Expansion project adds
capacity and access

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

The St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Neen-
ah/Menasha Food Pantry will soon move
to a newly remodeled location after food
insecurity has driven an increased need in
the community.

Construction began in July on the
27,000-square-foot space at 1421 S. Com-
mercial St., next door to the SVDP resale
store, which is where the pantry is cur-
rently located. The new location former-
ly operated as a child care center. SVDP
now owns 91% of the mini-mall on South

Commercial Street.

SVDP has spent more than $700,000
on procuring and remodeling the new
pantry location, which involves demo
work on walls, floor work, painting, re-
moving day care-related items and install-
ing retail coolers, freezers and shelving.
Construction is about three-fourths of the
way complete and the new location is ex-
pected to open in late September.

The pantry was operated by St. Mary
and St. John parishes out of a church clos-
et in Menasha for about 15 years. In Feb-
ruary 2021, the location expanded into a
full food pantry utilizing a portion of the
SVDP thrift store’s retail space.

SVDP director of operations Jeremy
Pingel said research shows that about 14%

of Neenah’s and 13% of Menasha’s pop-
ulation is below the poverty level. When
SVDP took over the pantry, it was expect-
ing to serve up to 200 families. The pantry
started with about 50 families and is now
serving 1,800 households.

“But as that need grew, we realized we
really needed to be in that market of help-
ing supply food to people,” he said.

On average, the pantry supplies 45,000
to 50,000 pounds of food per month to
residents of northern Winnebago County.
Since early 2021, the location has distrib-
uted a total of more than 1 million pounds
of food to residents.

Pingel said the current location can’t

See Food pantry on PaGe 11
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Neenah Community news is everyones business

Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

124 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 090-B
Neenah, WI 54956

General information/customer
service: Jennifer Grunwald
admin@neenahnewsnow.com
Phone: 920-486-1616

Website: www.neenahnewsnow.com

News tips and story ideas
submit@neenahnewsnow.com

Support the Neenah News

Membership

A $50 annual membership supports
receiving the newspaper weekly.
Call 920-486-1616 or visit www.
neenahnewsnow.com/product/
membership/

Subscribe

For $70 annually the Neenah News
is mailed to non-delivery areas via
first-class mail. Go to

www.neenahnewsnow.com/
subscribe or call 920-486-1616.

Advertising
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com
920-486-1616

Andrew Beulen: 920-508-0119
andrew@oshkoshherald.com

Classified advertising
classifieds@neenahnewsnow.com
920-385-4512

All advertisements are subject to the
applicable rate card, copies of which
are available from our Advertising
Department. All ads are subject to
approval before publication. Osh-
kosh Herald LLC dba Neenah News
reserves the right to edit, refuse,
reject, classify or cancel any ad at

any time. Errors must be reported in
the first day of publication. Oshkosh
Herald LLC dba Nenah News shall not
be liable for any loss or expense that
results from an error in or omission of
an advertisement. No refunds will be
given for early cancellation of an order.

Advertising deadline is noon
Tuesday for the following Friday.
The classified line ads deadline is
4 p.m. Tuesday for Friday.

Publisher

Karen Schneider, 920-858-6407
karen@oshkoshherald.com

Editor
Dan Roherty, 920-508-0027
editor@oshkoshherald.com

Corrections

It is the policy of Oshkosh Herald
dba to correct all errors of fact. For
correction information, call
920-385-4512.

About the newspaper

Published weekly and mailed free of
charge Thursdays for Friday delivery
(may vary based on U.S. Postal Service
and holidays) to more than 21,00
homes and businesses in the Neehan
and Fox Crossing areas. An E-edition
of the newspaper can be accessed at
www.neenahnewsnow.com.

Neenah News is owned by Oshkosh
Herald LLC, 36 Broad St. Suite 300,
Oshkosh, WI, 54901. 920-385-4512.

We hope you enjoyed our Aug. 25 issue
with special content on Neenah High
School. This was our way to introduce
Neenah's weekly community newspaper
to the majority of homes in the Neenah
Joint School District — specifically in ZIP
code 54956.

After 18 months we have changed our
distribution model to mirror that of our
parent newspaper, the Oshkosh Herald,
and now Neenah News will be direct
mailed for Friday delivery by the U.S.
Postal Service, bringing to your door
school news, city council proceedings,
local business news, local advertising and
all the good things a community paper

Karen
Schneider

Neenah News
publisher

provides in connecting and informing its
readers.

More than five years ago we start-
ed the Herald to provide coverage of
local government, schools, sports and
businesses to create a community news
forum where businesses and organiza-
tions could get the word out about the

awesome things they are doing as well as
offer an effective platform to advertise
on a regular basis with a readership that
supports them.

Our goal is to continue bringing com-
munity news to school district residents.
We are a small but mighty team who
believe in quality journalism and sharing
community news.

We thank those who subscribed and
businesses that have trusted us to bring
their advertising message to you. It will
take all of us — readers, advertisers and
Neenah News team - to provide a mean-
ingful, local newspaper for the commu-
nity.

Roosevelt building set to be cleared

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

Work will soon be underway to remove
Roosevelt Elementary School building
and turn the property on Doty Island into
green space.

Local businessman John Bergstrom and
other community members purchased the
site at 215 E. Forest Ave. for $1 million last
year and donated it to the adjacent The-
daCare Regional Medical Center.

The 100-year-old Roosevelt School per-
manently closed after the 2022-23 school
year as part of the district’s restructuring
plan with the completion of a new high
school in Fox Crossing.

Roosevelt was chosen for closure be-
cause it’s the oldest and smallest of the
elementary schools, lacks the opportunity
for expansion and had low enrollment.

Bergstrom’s offer to purchase the site
was one of four the district received. Al-
though it was below the asking price of
$1.1 million, the district considered it the
best offer because it was in cash and in-
cluded no contingencies.

Bergstrom told Neenah News last week
that initial discussion around the Roos-
evelt site included the possibility of using
it for housing, but there were concerns
over the proximity of the hospital’s new
helipad.

“We just don’t think it would be good to
put housing that close to where the new
helipad is,” he said.

The existing helicopter landing spot and
hangar is near the W G Bryan Bridge, re-
quiring patients to be wheeled from one
end of the hospital to the other. A new he-
lipad was installed adjacent to the emer-
gency department entrance to allow pa-
tients to quickly be transferred once they
arrive. The Trauma Center was also rede-

Neenah News

Roosevelt Elementary School closed its doors this year as part of the school district reorganiza-

tion of its schools.

signed and includes a separate hallway for
patients to be transported.

The ThedaStar Air Medical Program
began using the new helipad last month.
After landing on the new helipad to drop a
patient off, the helicopter is then flown to
the existing helipad and hangar.

“It's a tremendous new improvement
for the patient,” Bergstrom said.

The motivation behind acquiring the
former school was to ensure the new he-
lipad and emergency landing area is not a
detriment to the property, which is about
1,000 feet away.

Welcome back to school

This 1958 photo of fifth-grade teacher Ruth Emmels’ classroom at Hoover School
is from the collection of Hoover Principal Blanch McIntyre.

Neenah Historical Society photo

“This is good for everybody and to
have space for the helicopter makes all
the sense in the world, so that’s why they
didn’t build housing on the Roosevelt
land,” Bergstrom said.

He noted future uses for the site could
change but the current plan is to have it
cleared and the area landscaped by the
end of summer.

“We're going to have the building tak-
en down and we’re going to landscape it
very much like the other half of that block
that’s now landscaped, so it will be grass
and trees,” Bergstrom said.

Metro area jobless rate
drops to 2.9% in July

The Oshkosh-Neenah metropolitan
area and Winnebago County saw a drop in
its unemployment rate from 3.2% to 2.9%
between June and July, according to pre-
liminary data from the state Department
of Workforce Development.

LastJuly’sjoblessrate in Oshkosh-Neen-
ah and the county was also at 2.9%.

The non-seasonally adjusted data shows
jobless rates in Metropolitan Statistical
Areas declined in all of Wisconsins 12
metro areas over the year and decreased or
stayed the same in six of those areas over
the past year.

Unemployment rates declined or stayed
the same in all but one of Wisconsin’s 34
largest cities and 48 of 72 counties over
the year.

Estimates of unemployment and em-
ployment statistics are from the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.
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Kayak rentals sought for city waters

Neenah News

The city of Neenah is considering in-
stalling kayak rental pods to allow resi-
dents to venture into area waterways.

The Parks and Recreation Commission
was presented with an opportunity to pur-
chase kayak rental pods for the park sys-
tem through the Fox Cities Convention &
Visitors Bureau, providing joint purchas-
ing power and grants.

The kayaks would come from Rent Fun,
which sets up the pods for fully opera-
tional kayak rentals with no staff required.
Rent Fun is also responsible for mainte-
nance of equipment.

The program is similar to the city’s Bird
scooter rental program. Users download
an app and then scan a QR code at the
station to unlock a kayak. Paddles and life
jackets are included. When finished, the
equipment is returned to the station.

Other towns with the program charge
an average of $10 to $25 per hour. Osh-
kosh recently installed a Rent Fun pod,
with kayak rentals priced at $20 for two
hours.

The city’s initial investment in the pro-
gram is $20,000, with Rent Fun indicating
there is a 7-10 year return on investment
in similar locations without grant assis-
tance. The rental site must have good WiFi
service and a hard surface for the pod to
sit on.

The Parks and Recreation Commission
voted last week to add $20,000 to next

Neenah News

A kayak rental pod serves the public at Miller’s Bay in Oshkosh’s Menominee Park.

year’s capital improvement plan budget
with the stipulation that grant funding for
the program is secured.

The commission will determine loca-
tions for the kayak pods. Director of Parks
and Recreation Michael Kading said de-
pending on funding and overall costs the
city may be able to purchase two pods.

Future Neenah issued a statement to the
city on the rental pods, offering to support
efforts to obtain them.

“Future Neenah would be in support
of kayak rental units in Neenah parks and
believe it’s an important amenity to offer,”
the statement read. “This is a request we
get from both residents who don’t wish to
buy/store kayaks, as well as visitors to the
community. They would make our parks
destinations, as people seek out the rental
units, add to the overall park experience,
and capitalize on our waterfront loca-
tions.”

Probation, fines ordered in storage unit thefts

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWsS

A Neenah man was sentenced last week to
four years of probation on three felony bur-
glary charges for breaking into storage units
at Pack Rat Mini Storage last year.

Jacob Lehmann, 37, was also sentenced to
time served and was released from jail after
spending 400 days incarcerated. He was or-
dered to pay about $3,000 in restitution.

The charges were reduced from 10 counts,
with the remaining seven dismissed but read
into the record.

Documents state in March 2022 inves-
tigators determined 25 storage units were
burglarized at the Pack Rat Storage location
at 1661 Bergstrom Road. Items stolen in-
cluded tools, coolers, personal identifying
documents, clothing, jewelry, televisions, a
trailer, kayaks, furniture, fishing and hunting
supplies.

Officials reviewed surveillance footage of
two suspicious vehicles coming and going
on several occasions during the time period
when the units were burglarized. They also
identified a unique Adidas shoe print in sev-
eral units.

A few days later, police responded to a
report of a man living in one of the storage
units. Officials found Lehmann, who was
wearing Adidas shoes that matched the
prints in some of the burglarized units. Sev-
eral items in the unit where Lehmann was
staying in matched items stolen from other
units.

The storage unit Lehmann was living in
was rented by a Neenah woman and her
boyfriend, identified as Michael Ruby, 33,
of Kaukauna. Ruby told officials he allowed
Lehmann to stay in the unit and use his
truck.

At last week’s sentencing hearing, District
Attorney Eric Sparr told the judge that a fair-
ly credible version of events was presented
that indicated Lehmann may have been less
culpable for the burglaries than prosecutors
initially thought.

Lehmann told officials that Ruby was re-
sponsible for the break-ins but that he also

entered about 10 units and removed items.
He said some of the stolen items were moved
to the storage unit he was staying in, while
other items were taken to another location.
Ruby has not been charged in the burglary.

One person whose belongings were sto-
len from a storage unit wrote in an impact
statement that the criminal act was premedi-
tated and intentional, and a trailer and other
stolen items were never returned.

“We felt violated,” the victim wrote. “Why
did he think he had the right to steal other
people’s property, especially when it was
a locked storage unit and a secure fenced
area?”

Sparr said storage unit burglaries are fairly
common in Winnebago County and sur-
rounding counties.

“They don't tend to put people at risk in
the same way that home invasion burglaries
do,” he said. “Theres the financial impact
and the concern for people that want to have
an interest in keeping their property safe”

Judge John Jorgenson said the loss of
property from the units isn’t just financial.

“Many people use these things to store an-

tiques and family heirlooms, things that can
never be replaced,” he said. “But things also
that they worked hard for by getting a job,
saving their money and making purchases.”

Lehmann addressed the judge and said he
is going to change his life around and recon-
sider the people he spends time with.

Jorgenson said Lehmann stole the items
for his own use and to support a drug habit.

“It’s more than just saying sorry — which I
didn’t hear that,” he said. “But It's more than
just apologizing. It’s about you taking action
once youe out of jail to make amends to
these people, to these other victims, and to
society”

About seven months after Lehmann was
charged in the burglaries, he and Michael
Stenz, 37, of Neenah, were charged with
breaking into an occupied home on Third
Street in Menasha while armed with a
baseball bat and a crowbar, and stealing the
homeowner’s keys and phone.

Sparr noted the charges against Lehmann
in that case were dismissed last month be-
cause the victim didn’t make himself avail-
able to prosecutors.

Can | withdraw
funds? Can |
convert my
account? How
can | generate
income?

Are your retirement
accounts following
your investment
strategy? Call or
email me today,
and let's make sure
you're still on track.

Shane Zillmer
Financial Advisor

675 Deerwood Ave, Suite A
Neenah, WI| 54956
920-729-1150
shane.zillmer@edwardjones.com
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WILLS vs TRUSTS

It’s not about
the documents.
It’s about the results.

FREE SEMINAR

D.J. Bordini Center
5 N Systems Dr.
Appleton, WI 54914

Wed. Sept. 13, 2023
2:00 pm and 6:00 pm
Participants may attend
either session. Please RSVP
at 920-486-4519 or
AppletonEstatePlanning.com
seating is limited.

—— AS FEATUREDON ——

YOU SHOULD ATTEND IFYOU:

Have a retirement account

(IRA, 401k).

Want to learn how current
laws affect your estate plan.

Are concerned that Nursing
Home or long term care costs
will deplete your life savings.

Want to protect the family
inheritance you leave behind
for your family’s use only.

Wish to learn more about
Probate and how to avoid it.

Have a Will that is more than
3 years old or it was created
in another state.

WE WILL DISCUSS:

New retirement account law
changes that affect every
estate plan.

Proposed changes to the
Federal Estate and Capital
Gains Tax laws.

How to provide for your own
care and well-being, and that
of your loved ones even if you
become incapacitated.

Why you shouldn’t add a
child to your bank account
and how beneficiary designa-
tions might ruin your will.

How you can protect your
childrens’ inheritances from
predators, greedy non-family
members, and bad marriages.

How veterans or their spouses
can receive money to help pay
for medical expenses.

Why signing your home
over to your kids might be
a huge mistake.

How planning in advance
can help you and your spouse
afford quality care.

Oshkosh | Appleton | Green Bay ¢

Practicing Since 1996
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Party planner inspired to make memories for others

By Bethanie Gengler

NEENAH NEwS

It was an evening of Whimsical Celebra-
tions last month as the local party-plan-
ning business marked its one-year anni-
versary with an open house at Xe54 wine
and cocktail lounge in Fox Crossing.

About 70 open house guests sampled
hors doeuvres, viewed photos from var-
ious events, patronized a food truck and
listened to live music while socializing
with business owner Jessica Williams.

Williams started the event planning
business in Neenah last year. She grad-
uated from Alverno
College in 2009 with
a degree in profession-
al  communication.
While attending Alver-
no, Williams complet-
ed an internship with
Oshkosh  Convention
Center and Children’s
m Hospital in Appleton,

where she expanded
her knowledge in event planning, fund-
raising, human resources and public rela-
tions.

After graduation, Williams landed a
job as the admissions counselor with the
Wisconsin Challenge Academy in Fort
McCoy, helping at-risk youth obtain their
high school equivalency diploma, an ex-
perience that led her to join the military.

Going from a military career to event
planning may seem like quite a change,
but Williams said that background helped
her to gain experience in the field.

“I was always the one coordinating this
human resources convention, this state-
wide veteran conference, this military
dining in and dining out, doing this fund-

Photo by Katie Madlom, Cattail Creek Creatives

Jessica Williams (center) of Whimsical Celebrations was dressed for a mess at an art party she

planned last year before starting her business.

raiser, doing these workshops, so it was
just always something that I was doing for
everyone else,” she said.

Williams said she had to switch careers
several times due to budget cuts and poli-
tics, leading her to feel burned out. An art
party she organized last summer sparked
the idea to open her own business.

“I said dress for a mess, put the art in
party, and it was the best party I've ever

WRIGHTWAY

v" Factory Trained Installers

$100 OFF

any Gutter Helmet purchase of
50 feet or more

$250 OFF

any Gutter Helmet purchase of
100 feet or more

P e = ==

v Locally Owned & Made in the USA

Valid only with coupon. One coupon per household. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires 10/01/2023. Some restrictions apply.

Never Clean Your Gutters Again®

SIMPLY THE BEST GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION

v Triple Lifetime Transferable Warranty

41

Financing Options
3 Easy Payment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years
6.99% Fixed Rate 10 Years

Call for Details!
920 -232-5600
wrightwaybuilt.com

had,” she said.

Guests were instructed to wear white
and were given squirt guns with tie-dye
ink inside. Some used a slip and slide with
paint, while others threw darts at paint-
filled balloons.

“The more people came, the more peo-
ple complimented, and it was because it
was different,” she said.

After the success of the party, a friend
suggested Williams should start her own
party-planning business. At first, she was
unsure if there was a market for that in the
Fox Valley.

“The more and more I thought about it
and talked to people and kind of tested it
out, people are looking to make memories
with their families and their friends,” she
said.

Whimsical Celebrations officially be-
came a licensed business on Aug. 1,2022.
Two months later, Williams attended the
Vetrepreneur Project by the Venture Proj-
ect in Oshkosh which partnered with Sa-
lute Our Troops to offer the nine-week
accelerated entrepreneurship course. That
experience helped her hone in on her
business plan and model.

The Whimsical Celebrations business
name, colors, marketing and theme align
closely with peacocks, of which she had
a taxidermied specimen on display at her

open house celebration.

“The peacock represents that yes, I can
do beautiful and elegant and classy for
your parties, and also the white resembles
actually the peacocks themselves,” she
said. “The males are the gorgeous, beau-
tiful colored ones, where the females are
white. And since I'm a female-owned busi-
ness, it makes sense to make the peacock
white”

Williams offers personal and business
event planning, including bridal showers,
engagement parties, bachelor and bach-
elorette parties, family reunions, baby
showers, ribbon cuttings, anniversaries
and Christmas parties.

Aside from planning, Williams also
rents various supplies such as vases, silk
flowers, table runners, decor and yard
games; and offers her services as a host.

“I'm a people person, I feel like I can
really work the room,” she said. “And the
thing is, what I tell people is, when you're
having your own party, youre too busy
hosting that you can’t really enjoy the par-

ty”

Williams also has some fun and unique
offerings, including murder mystery din-
ners, date nights, marriage proposals, min-
now races and girls” nights.

“And I take care of everything — invita-
tions, the decor, the place, the place set-
tings,” she said. “If I'm hosting it, I pretty
much take care of everything.”

Each of the events is highly personal-
ized. Before planning for any event, Wil-
liams encourages customers to meet with
her for a complimentary strategic session,
which involves brainstorming.

“Usually that’s when I come up with
the greatest ideas,” she said, adding that
it helps elevate each event and allows the
customer to be involved in the planning.

Williams said her first year in business
was highly successful and the community
has been supportive.

“I just want to be able to have fun and
provide memories for people and assis-
tance,” she said. “A big part of that is being
involved in the community.”

Some of the upcoming events Williams
is planning include the N.EW. Dragon
Boat Festival at Leach Amphitheater in
Oshkosh on Sept. 16 and the Center for
Suicide Awareness benefit concert at Sim-
ply Country Barn in Freedom set for Sept.
27.

Although anyone can put on a party,
Williams said what Whimsical Celebra-
tions provides is more impactful.

“Every time I have an event, it’s just the
smiles,” she said. “It’s the laughter. It’s peo-
ple just enjoying themselves and I know
what I'm really providing is memories.”

Photo by David Hall

Signs of the season

Visitors to the Art Bus by Emma are shown how to construct a door sign for fall in
Emma Santiago’s mobile studio parked outside Lion’s Tail Brewery in downtown

Neenah last week.
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Bringing Advanced e
Care for Kids k.ds
Close to Home

Children’s Wisconsin

Introducing Connected for Kids

ThedaCare is proud to be a partner in Connected for Kids, a pediatric joint venture with
Bellin Health and Children’s Wisconsin. Through this partnership, kids and teens wiill
continue to see the pediatricians and family medicine providers they know and trust.
When a higher level of care is needed, Connected for Kids offers access to expanded
services and specialists, without having to travel outside the region.

Working together in new and innovative ways

We understand that accessing specialized care requires a team
approach, often with multiple visits to several different
providers. Connected for Kids brings the advanced

specialists and services to you for an unprecedented

level of care. Together, we are dedicated to making

a greater impact on improving the health and

well-being of children, teens and their families

in Northeast and Central Wisconsin.

Being or becoming a ThedaCare patient
means your family has access to specialized
care from Children's Wisconsin and
ThedaCare providers right here at home.

To learn more about Connected for Kids or
schedule an appointment with a ThedaCare
pediatric or family medicine provider visit
thedacare.org/connectedforkids

¢# ThedaCare.

Part of Connected for Kids with Children’s
Wisconsin
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Disc golf specialist on steady flight path

By Dan Roherty
NEeeNAH NEws

With disc golf’s established place
in the Fox Valley’s recreational sports
world, Brad Zuraski has become a steady
source of players’ overall needs for plas-
tic, equipment and competition.

Zuraski’s Wingz Disc Golf has reached
a decade of serving the area’s disc golf
community from his rural Neenah home
and will be marking that milestone with a
singles tournament Sept. 10 at O’Hauser
Park in Fox Crossing.

The Green Bay native earned a busi-
ness finance degree in Minneapolis and
started a career in that field before com-
ing back to the Fox Valley and Neenah
area, where his wife Courtney’s family
is from and have since been raising their
two daughters Addison and Riley. Being
a math major helped Zuraski do some ca-
reer calculations when he first considered
making disc golf sales a viable business.

“It became my hobby, but then I real-
ized — because I was good with numbers
- Ifigured I could make it,” he said. “So I
went out on a limb and tried it, and sure
enough was able to make it work.”

Wingz Disc Golf LLC formed in 2013
as an online seller of mostly used discs on
eBay while Zuraski was a financial ana-
lyst for SCA Tissue. By 2017 he was run-
ning Professional Disc Golf Association
(PDGA)-sanctioned events and making
backpacks for the sport in a partnership
with Ridge Roller Customs.

He now also runs about 20 tourna-
ments a year, takes appointments at his
home shop and has an active wingzdisc-
golf.com website while continuing eBay
and Facebook sales.

Neenah News

Brad Zuraski has been operating Wingz Disc Golf in the Neenah area since 2013.

“You need to do a little bit of every-
thing to be successful in this business,”
Zuraski said.

While the recreational sport continues
to grow over its roughly 40-year Wis-
consin history, Zuraski said the recent
pandemic sparked even more interest for
those looking for a safe outdoor escape
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that was relatively free of the health con-
cerns that restricted most activities.

“During COVID, everyone kind of
found disc golf because it was the one
thing that you could do,” he said.

With the pandemic came supply short-
ages from manufacturers and higher pric-
es, followed by a surge of online and re-
tail disc golf sales options that tightened
the market. Zuraski credits a loyal area
following for keeping his disc sales going
while diversifying his overall business
model.

He said participation in his area tour-
naments has been steady while the num-
ber of people running local competition
events has expanded statewide. Zuraski
brings his mobile disc shop to his tour-
naments where players have full access
to the expansive variety of drivers, mid-
range discs and putters.

Zuraski will have help running the
Sept. 10 tournament at O’Hauser, which
will give him a rare opportunity to com-
pete in his event while marking the 10-
year anniversary.

Sign-up information on the O’Haus-
er tournament can be found at disc-
golfscene.com/tournaments.

Gustafson to chair AI
task force in Assembly

State Rep. Nate Gustafson (R-Fox
Crossing) has been named chairman of
the state Assembly’s Artificial Intelligence
(AI) Task Force, which will explore Al’s
role in elections, business, government
and other aspects of daily life.

The 55th District legislator, who has a
background in cybersecurity and informa-
tion systems, expressed his appreciation
for the appointment.

“This task force represents an oppor-
tunity to ensure that Wisconsin remains
a leader in responsible AI development,
benefiting all sectors of our society,” Gus-
tafson said in a statement.

The task force will convene public
hearings, expert panels and collaborative
sessions to gather insights from technol-
ogists, ethicists, community leaders and
the public to establish a framework to
guide Al-related policies and practices in
the state.
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Art supplier company under scrutiny for safety issues

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeeNAH NEwsS

An art supply manufacturer is facing
more than $200,000 in fines for safety
violations after an employee at a Neen-
ah plant suffered an amputation injury in
February.

The Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) says it found six
“serious” violations at Dixon Ticonderoga
at 1097 Ehlers Road during its investiga-
tion from March 1 through July 27.

OSHA inspectors determined that in
February a worker at the Neenah plant
suffered an amputation after trying to
clean a press used to imprint images in
labeling and packaging processes, which
lacked required safety guards.

OSHA did not disclose the body part
amputated and a Dixon Ticonderoga rep-
resentative declined to comment on the
specifics of the incident.

Since 2020, OSHA inspectors have cit-
ed the company’s Neenah facility three
times for similar violations.

“For the fourth time in three years,
our inspectors found Dixon Ticondero-
ga exposing workers to severe injuries by
failing to make sure dangerous machines

are guarded or de-energized as required,”
OSHA area director Robert Bonack said
in a press release.

The violations found include:

« Failing to have ladder rungs uniform-
ly spaced, exposing employees to trip and
fall hazards.

« Failing to complete a periodic inspec-
tion of press energy control procedures
at least annually to ensure the procedures
were accurate, steps in the procedure are
being followed, and the employees in-
volved knew their responsibilities.

« Failing to have a fully enclosed guard
on the six print decks, allowing access
from the top and behind.

« Securing the expanded metal guards
on each of the print decks with a hinge
which did not protect from being inadver-
tently dislodged or removed.

« A repeat violation for failing to docu-
ment each of the specific procedural steps
for de-energization when performing
cleaning activities.

« A repeat violation for failing to ensure
that employees implemented energy con-
trol application steps or equivalent protec-
tive measures prior to allowing them to set
up the press.

Downtown hosts Ultimate Ladies Day

Downtown Neenah will host Ultimate
Ladies Day from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 9,
which includes a brunch box and
fashion show at the DoubleTree by
Hilton Neenah.

The event also includes pam-
pering, demonstrations, afternoon
events and shopping throughout
the downtown district. Partic-
ipants are encouraged to provide do-

Relax and save
more money.

nations of new cozy robes, fuzzy socks,
sweatpants, fleece throw blankets and
stuffies to support YouthGo’s Cov-
er Me in Cozy program.
Tickets are $45 and people can
register at 722-1920 or neenah.org.
Those who spend $50 downtown
receive a $10 gift certificate.
Free parking is available in the
Church Street ramp.

SIMPLICITY

CREDIT UNION

OSHA has proposed $203,806 in
penalties for the violations. According
to a notification letter issued to Dixon
Ticonderoga on August 15, the compa-
ny has 15 working days from the date it
received the notice to contact OSHA,
pay the fine, correct the violations or
contest them.

The company, based in Appleton, is one
of the world’s largest art and education
suppliers, with about 400 employees, in-
cluding 70 in Neenah.

President of sales and marketing Steve
Boyea said in a written statement that the
Dixon Ticonderoga management collab-
orates with members of the business on
how to create a safe working environment
and uses external resources and experts to
improve safety processes.

“Our company has a strong commit-
ment to the safety of our employees, ven-
dors, and customers,” he said. “We focus
on everyone going home each day the
same way they came to work.”

‘Tailspin’ signing

Photo by David Hall

Author John Armbruster signs a copy of “Tailspin” at Lyons Fine Books in Neenah last
week for an aviation enthusiast. “Tailspin” is about Gene Moran, a World War II B-17
tail gunner who survived a 4-mile fall after his B-17 was shot down. He did not tell anyone
about the incident for nearly 70 years until a young history teacher learned of his story.

change at any time and other rates and savings terms available.
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19th century institutions recalled with historical marker

By Dan Roherty
NEENAH NEWS

Winnebago County’s history of housing
its poor, ailing and mentally ill residents
in a series of institutions that provided an
evolving mix of social care and services
over the past 150 years now has a perma-
nent public recognition on the grounds of
Park View Health Center.

Winnebago County Historical & Ar-
chaeological Society members and public
officials dedicated a new historical marker
oft Butler Avenue in the area that once was
home to the Winnebago County Asylum,
Sunnyview Sanitarium and county Poor
House and Poor Farm.

Society president Randy Domer, who
explained the historical background be-
hind the institutions during the dedica-
tion Aug. 17, said the need arose in the
aftermath of the Civil War, which creat-
ed a hardship for families of soldiers lost
or impacted by the war trying to return
to a sense of normalcy. The first national
response to that social crisis was the cre-
ation of poor farms.

Winnebago County established its poor
farm in 1871 on land it purchased in 1865.
Additional wings were later added for an in-
sane asylum, from which patients who were
physically able provided labor for the farm,
producing crops and dairy products either
for residents or sold to offset operating costs.
Those suffering from mental illness and
tuberculosis, as well as those needing care
due to aging, poverty, or not able to care for
themselves were also treated.

In 1873, the state built the Northern
State Hospital for the Insane, just east of
the poor farm and asylum. Short-term pa-
tients would receive treatment at the state

Neenah News

County executive Jon Doemel and historian Shirley Brabender Mattox unveil a historical
marker near Park View Health Center recognizing public institutions that cared for the poor

and mentally ill starting in the 19th century.

facility and the chronically ill went to the
county institution. The county approved
funding in 1893 for a new county asylum
designed by noted architect William Wa-
ters east of the poor house, which finally
segregated the poor from the mentally ill.

The threat of smallpox and tuberculosis
in the early 1900s led to construction of
the Sunny View Tuberculosis Sanitarium
in 1910, followed by a nurses home in
1923. More than 1,800 patients died at the
sanitarium from its opening in 191S until
it closed its doors in 1971.

The poor farm’s cemetery at the end of
Butler just across County Y, now known
as Sunnyview Cemetery, has 17 Civil War
veterans buried there among about 400
others in graves with small concrete mark-
ers but no names. In 2003, community
members with help from the Winneba-
goland Genealogical Society were able to
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identify burials here.

The poor house became the Winnebago
County Home for the Retired in 1953, lat-
er named Pleasant Acres, which moved to
a new facility in 1967 and became part of
Park View Health Center in 1973.

Thursday’s public dedication included
comments from Winnebago County Ex-
ecutive Jon Doemel and local historian
Shirley Brabender Mattox.

Domer credited Mike Elder, county
director of facilities, with helping the his-
torical society work through the details of
getting the marker established — a process
that started five years ago — along with
Steve Cummings and Austin Frederick for
their work in assembling the historical in-
formation.

Domer also thanked the group in atten-
dance on the grounds entering Park View
where the marker’s brief history and pho-

tos of the buildings reside.

“Sometimes we think at the historical
society were the only ones who realize
how important that serving local history
is,” he said, “but having you all here to-
day I think is just another good example
that we’re starting to get word out in the
community and educating people and in-
forming people about our past, and why it
is important to know what that is”

Doemel said these institutions showed
the county’s long history of support for
housing and the stability of its residents.
He also praised Elder’s choice of locations
that highlights “some of the beautiful
lands that we have here at Park View so the
residents can enjoy it as well as the specta-
tors coming to see it.”

Brabender Mattox referred to newspaper
reports on the Winnebago County Asylum
project that had unanimous county board
support for the elevated lakefront location
along with the jam-packed dedication cer-
emony in February 1894 that filled the
building with interested residents.

She said Neenah city attorney J.C. Ker-
win, later a Wisconsin Supreme Court jus-
tice, spoke at the dedication where he not-
ed the efforts of Neenah board members
to support and advance the project as an
important step in serving the region.

“They looked at the new structure with
pride,” a newspaper story quoted Kerwin
as saying.

“Although the buildings are no longer
here, we must save their memories by tell-
ing the stories so the next generation and
the one after that will know that people
in Winnebago County cared and acted to
take care of the poor and less fortunate,”
Brabender Mattox said.
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Magniﬁcent migrations can be viewed around area

By Rob Zimmer
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Believe it or not, the migrations of fall
have begun and here in Neenah, there
are many great places you can take in the
wonderful journeys of our birds, butter-
flies and more.

Kimberly Point

One of the best places to take in late
summer and fall migration is to simply
sit along the shore at Kimberly Point and
watch the birds go by. Depending upon
the time of day, the varieties of birds
encountered may change. Early mornings
and near sunset are the best, as that is
when most birds are most active.

From the shore, watch the water
for migrating birds such as waterfowl,
purple martins, swallows, as well as
common nighthawks and osprey.

Here along the Lake Winnebago
shoreline, you'll also see large numbers
of migrating Green Darner dragonflies,
as well as monarchs, throughout late
August and early to mid-September.

The biggest concentrations of migrat-

ing dragonflies and monarchs happen
in late afternoon toward evening. You
may also be fortunate enough to see
them arrive at roosting sites along
shorelines trees.

Friendship Trail/Loop

The trails surrounding Little Lake
Butte des Mort are an excellent place to
see water birds on migration, as well as
purple martins, swallows, and sever-
al species of herons that slowly make
their way south during late August and
September.

O Linden Oaks

Photos by Rob Zimmer
Migrating birds and butterflies are active in
the area over the next several weeks.

You'll also see shorebirds along the
shorelines and low areas in the water,
where they feed voraciously on tiny
morsels of food using their long legs and
beaks to stir up the water and sweep up
insects, plant material, snails and mussels.

This is also a great place to watch for
monarchs on their southern migration
where wildflowers bloom along the
shore.

Wilderness Park

In the forest and wetlands of Wilder-
ness Park, songbirds arrive in breathtak-
ing waves during late August and Sep-
tember. Wood warblers of many species
congregate here in the morning after mi-
grating all night. You'll also see thrushes,
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such as hermit thrush, Swainsons thrush,
wood thrush and veery.

Catbirds, robins, cedar waxwings and
other songbirds can be seen here in large
numbers during fall migration.

Migrating monarchs can also be seen
in the wildflowers along the woodland
edge.

Fox River

All along the Fox River watch for mi-
grating songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds
and more well into September.

A variety of herons and egrets can be
seen along the shoreline as they begin
to slowly move south. Great egret, green
heron, great blue heron and black-
crowned night heron can be seen at any
time, any place along the river.

Throughout the next several weeks,
more and more waterfowl will arrive.
Ducks, geese, even the first swans will be
arriving over the next month or so.

Right athome

You can even enjoy the fall migration
right in your own backyard. Humming-
bird migration is in full swing and will
continue throughout September. Putting
up a few feeders or enticing them with
beautiful wildflowers and annuals is a
great way to welcome them to your own
backyard.

Monarchs, as well, are attracted to late
blooming wildflowers and annuals such
as zinnias, cosmos, heliotrope, New En-
gland aster, Joe Pye weed, cardinal flower
and black-eyed Susans.

If you've got crab apples or other
fruiting trees, watch for flocks of rob-
ins, cedar waxwings, Baltimore orioles
and others to stop by for a snack on
their way south.

The seedheads of fading summer
blooms attract house wrens, chickadees,
American goldfinches, American tree
sparrows, and many other birds that need
energy and sustenance for their journey
south.

ree cor 1 ss option on blinds
and shades
Quality customer service for

37 years and counting

Sew Biz

DRAPERY + BLINDS
sewbizdrapery@yahoo.com ﬂ

220 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Neenah

(920)729-6799




PAGE 10 | NEENAHNEWSNOW.COM

SePTEMBER 1, 2023

Teacher turnover

FROM PAGE 1

ACT 10 was signed into law by former
Gov. Scott Walker, which gained national
attention for stripping collective bargain-
ing from state and local government em-
ployees, including teachers. It was signed
by Walker in 2011.

“When examining teacher turnover
rates on a year-by- year basis, one might
expect the years affected by the COVID-19
pandemic to stand out,” the report says.
“Various sectors saw elevated worker turn-
over during the pandemic years, and many
policy observers and practitioners expect-
ed teachers to follow suit, particularly giv-
en the pressures associated with the shift
to remote learning and the subsequent
return to school buildings.”

The report relies on a sweeping analy-
sis of public school staffing data from the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruc-
tion (DPI) going back to 2009, which re-
searchers used to determine teacher turn-
over rates for individual districts and the
state as a whole. The analysis examined
nearly 116,000 teachers at roughly 450
school districts and other K-12 entities
over a 15-year period.

From 2009 to 2023, an average of 11.5%
of the state’s teachers turned over each
year. Coming into the 2022-23 school year
(referred to as 2023 in the report), turn-
over rose to 15.8% — the highest percent-
age during the years studied. The 2023
rate included the highest levels on record
of teachers moving between districts and
the second-highest levels of teachers leav-
ing Wisconsin public school classrooms
for some other pursuit.
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“This effect is especially concerning
given our findings that turnover is highest
in precisely those schools where students
face the biggest challenges and might ben-
efit the most from a stable environment in
which to learn,” the report states. “As stu-
dents recover from the worst of pandem-
ic disruption, that stability may be even
more important.”

To further understand statewide teacher
turnover, we broke it down into two cate-
gories. The first is “moves,” or teachers who
move from one Wisconsin district in one
year to teach in another Wisconsin dis-
trict the next year. The other is “leaves,” or
teachers who are present in the state public
school data one year but do not show up as
teachers in the data at all the next year.

In Neenah, the turnover rate for teach-
ers since 2009 is 8.83%. The leave rate in
the district was 7.01% while the move-in,
move-out rate was a net positive of almost
2%. The data from the study shows the
move-in rate for teachers was 3.56% and
the move-out rate was 1.82% for a net rate
of 1.74%.

The report explains during the 14-year
span for the study, the leave rate contin-
ued to climb from 1.1% in 2010 to 4.7%
in 2023.

“In that 14-year span, only three years
saw a decline in the move rate from the
previous year. This overall rise is likely
also related to Act 10, which diminished
the role of seniority in teachers’ work ar-

rangements and compensation,” the re-
port states. “In 2012 and thereafter, teach-
ers who may otherwise have remained
in the same district for years could in-
stead switch districts without sacrificing
as many advantages associated with the
length of their tenure””

Additional findings:

Teacher leaves outnumber moves:
The average teacher move rate was 2.9%,
while the average statewide leave rate was
8%. Wisconsin’s leave rate ranged from a
low of 6.4% in 2011 to a high of 10.4% in
2012. This 2012 high was tied to Act 10
and was likely driven by a one-time in-
crease in retirements. The leave rate in
2023 was nearly as high at 10.1%.

Rural, urban retention challenges
differ: The report highlights how teacher
retention strategies may need to vary de-
pending on their location. Urban districts’
primary concern may be teachers leaving
the public school classroom or the state
entirely.

Teachers of color most affected:
Turnover among white teachers, who
make up the great majority of the state’s
educator workforce, was slightly below
the overall state average during the peri-
od studied. Meanwhile, turnover among
teachers of color was substantially high-
er. This may reflect, in part, the fact that
the state’s Black teachers are concentrated
in districts with high turnover rates for
teachers of all races.

Sign ordinance

FROM PAGE 1

note the Novaks have standing in the
lawsuit because they’re taxpaying resi-
dents of Neenah.

The city argued the purpose of its ordi-
nance is to regulate outdoor sign adver-
tising and display, to protect the safety
and welfare of the public, to promote
well-maintained and attractive sign dis-
plays within the community and to pro-
vide for adequate business identification,
advertising and communication.

“Allowing Neenah residents to leave
random signs up indefinitely would frus-
trate the city’s goals,” documents state.
“For example, prolific and permanent
resident signs may obstruct sight lines
and confuse the ability to identify signs
being utilized for safety or business pur-
poses.”

WMC attorneys wrote that Neenah’s
ordinance prohibits signs that advertise
off-premises businesses and commercial
advertising on parked vehicles, and im-
poses time-related restrictions for certain
signs.

WMC is seeking a declaration that the
sign ordinance is unconstitutional and
invalid; a permanent injunction prohib-
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while medication may
not be enough. The doctors
of Strong Chiropractic Office
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injury treatments.

Treatments are custom suited
and may include spinal

adjustments, laser therapy,
and therapeutic exercise.

iting the city from enforcing its sign or-
dinance; and unspecified damages, costs
and attorney fees.

In denying the city’s motion for sum-
mary judgment, Judge Daniel Bissett
noted the constitutionality of the Neen-
ah sign ordinance is ripe for judicial de-
termination and that the plaintifts have
the elements or conditions met to obtain
declaratory relief.

City Attorney David Rashid said he
doesn’t comment on ongoing litigation.
A telephone conference is scheduled in
October to determine the next steps in
the case.

The circuit court lawsuit is separate
from a federal lawsuit on the same topic
that was filed in January by the Wiscon-
sin Institute of Law and Liberty who is
representing residents Tim and Megan
Florek.

The Floreks contend the city’s efforts
to have signs removed from homes in the
Shattuck Middle School neighborhood
protesting rezoning efforts are unconsti-
tutional.

In April, a federal judge issued an in-
junction prohibiting the city from en-
forcing the sign ordinance during the
duration of that lawsuit.

WMC attorneys cited the federal deci-
sion in its legal brief.
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SVDP director of operations Jeremy Pingel stands in the new food pantry space.

Food pantry

FROM PAGE 1

handle the need and doesn’t have enough
storage to keep up.

“Food insecurity is growing and not go-
ing away,” he said. “We've all been to the
grocery store and seen the prices. And
those that are underemployed or under-
served — that dollar is stretching less and
less”

The lack of cold storage at the existing
pantry has resulted in donations from oth-
er organizations being turned away. The
new location will have a walk-in freezer
and cooler, each 40 feet long, and a signifi-
cantly expanded space for storage.

The walk-in cooler was funded in part
by Feeding America. The city of Neenah is
expected to provide $115,000 in Commu-
nity Development Block Grant funding
to assist in the purchase and installation
of the walk-in freezer. Although SVDP
hasn’t yet received that money, the city
has been working through federal grant
requirements and the pantry is expected
to receive the funds after it completes the
project.

While the current location requires
pantry visitors to wait inside the resale
store, the new location will provide a
more private and dignified entrance and
waiting area, which is important to Pin-
gel, who as a child used food pantries
with his mother.

“It was always in church basements and
it felt like we were poor,” he said. “But this
will be great. It’ll be a grocery store set-
ting. It’s a pick yourself pantry so you can
walk around with a shopping cart and pick

BAT PROBLEMS??
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¢ Free Estimates

BADGERLAND

BAT REMOVAL, LLC
608-658-7813

what you want.”

SVDP’s emergency needs program will
also operate out of the location, offering
utility, rental, gas, and medication assis-
tance and other services.

Pingel said one of the biggest challenges
with the location has been fundraising. He
noted J. J. Keller, Community First Credit
Union, Secura and Bergstrom Automotive
have partnered with SVDP to support the
pantry.

“We're still looking for as much help as
we can get because this is very expensive,”
he said. “And as we all know, food isn’t get-
ting cheaper. Gas prices don't help with
that either as they climb.”

In addition to monetary donations to
support the expansion, the pantry also ac-
cepts donations of food and personal hy-
giene items and needs volunteers.

The move will allow the pantry to be
more consistent with the food and hy-
giene supplies it offers, Pingel said, noting
the extra space will facilitate an expanded
selection of items and additional frozen
and refrigerated options such as meat and
vegetables.

The pantry is nondenominational and
free to residents, with a form of ID for all
household members and proof of residen-
cy in Neenah or Menasha required. It is
open for limited hours on Wednesdays,
Fridays and Saturdays. A full list of pantry
hours and a link to donate is at svdpneen-
ah.org.

As the only food pantry in Neenah, Pin-
gel said it’s important for SVDP to contin-
ue meeting the needs of the community.

“We want to help someone get through
this and not be a permanent need,” he
said. “That’s why we’re here””
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of eventd

Saturday, Sept. 2
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Monday, Sept. 4

Labor Day Parade, 10 a.m., Menasha’s
Curtis Reed Square to downtown Neen-
ah

Labor Fest, 11 a.m., Neenah Labor
Temple, 157 S. Green Bay Road

Thursday, Sept. 7

Fused by Numbers: Women’s Collab-
orative Mural, 6 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler
Museum of Glass

Saturday, Sept. 9

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Ultimate Ladies Day, 9 a.m., down-
town Neenah and DoubleTree

Neenah Fun Run to End Duchenne, 9
a.m., Memorial Park

Footloose Friday, 10:30 a.m., Neenah
Public Library

Author Meet and Greet: Vivian
Probst, 11 a.m., Lyons Fine Books, 127
'W. Wisconsin Ave.

Ground Round Live Music Series:
Rings Band, 6 p.m., 1010 Cameron Way

Sunday, Sept. 10
Bruce Carroll, 1:30 p.m., Word Fel-
lowship, 1020 Tullar Road, Neenah
BBQ dinner fundraiser, 3 p.m., Our
Saviors Lutheran Church, 809 S. Com-
mercial St.

Tuesday, Sept. 12
A Day in the Park for the Young at
Heart, 9 a.m., Fritsch Park

Thursday, Sept. 14
Brigade’s Open House, 4 p.m., 109 W.
Columbian Ave.

Saturday, Sept. 16

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Intertribal Pow Wow; 1 p.m., Shattuck
Park

Business news roundup

Transportation fleets will have more ways
to support their legal defense and exonerate
drivers in rear-end collisions and sideswipe
crashes with new auxiliary cameras from
J.J. Keller & Associates. They are part of
the company’s VideoProtects Video Event
Management System and Encompass Vid-
eo Event Management System. The new
lineup of auxiliary cameras includes two
styles of cargo/utility cameras, side view
cameras, and an exterior camera.

Neenah was recently featured in Busi-
ness View Magazine, which features
business-to-business profiles, news and
opinion pieces with more than 877,000
executive subscribers. The story is based
on an interview between community de-
velopment deputy director Brad Schmidt
and Business View editor Karen Sucra. To
view a current issue, visit businessview-
magazine.com.

Best Hearing Care

in the Valley...
Feel the Difference!

Dr. Melissa Dintelman
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Call today to schedule
your appointment!

920.725.8804

iRVl Fox Valley
Hearing
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Serving the Neenah community for 30 Years

Dr. Lisa Esser
Audiologist

Scan here for
our website

Neenah | 1148 Westowne Dr
Hours are by appointment.
FoxValleyHearingCenter.com




PAGE 12 | NEENAHNEWSNOW.COM

SepTEMBER 1, 2023

After 2-0 start, Neenah turns attention to FVA

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEwS

Posting two wins in the nonconference
portion of the schedule was a nice way for
the Neenah football team to start the 2023
season.

But now is when the real football starts
for the Rockets.

“It feels good to get two wins but all
of the teams are going to get harder and
harder as we go now,” said senior tight end
Luke Keller. “Once we get into the FVA,
the physicality gets ramped up and we just
have to get better every practice.”

The Rockets got their final tuneup in for
Fox Valley Association play last Friday in a
weather-shortened 40-0 thumping of rival
Menasha.

Grant Dean rushed for 188 yards and
three touchdowns on just 14 carries, while
freshman quarterback Ashton Van Beek
ran for a score and connected with Keller
for a touchdown pass in the win.

The defense also had a bounce-back
performance after struggling a bit in Week
1 to keep the Bluejays off the scoreboard.

But other than bragging rights in the
longstanding rivalry, the win over Me-
nasha doesn’t mean
much for Neenah's
long-term goals. That
pursuit started Thurs-
day night when they
traveled to upstart Ap-
pleton East to kick off
the FVA portion of the
schedule.

Head coach Steve m
Jung said the team’s
intensity picked up in preparation for the
Patriots as it does every season when the
conference games roll around.

“I think so,” Jung said about the uptick
in intensity. “It’s teams we’ve played for
a long time. It’'s FVA football and every
game is a battle. We need to focus on our-
selves and keep improving so we can get
through the tough schedule that is the
FVA”

Despite the likes of Kaukauna, Apple-
ton North and Kimberly on the schedule
in the coming weeks, Jung emphasized the
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importance of not looking past any team
on the schedule. But staying focused on
each opponent is something that is eas-
ier to do when every week is a matchup
against a quality opponent.

“We'’re fortunate that we have a confer-
ence that’s tough from the bottom to the
top because it does keep the kids focused,”
Jung said. “We have to play well to go 1-0
(each week) and our mindset has to be
there. Each week brings its own new chal-
lenges. I think our kids are aware that each
week they have to rise up.”

Last season, all six conference wins were
by double digits — an impressive feat in a
league as stacked as the FVA - but that
doesn’t tend to be the norm in the confer-
ence.

The Rockets figure to be in plenty of
close games over the next seven weeks and
will look to find ways to pull out victories.

“It’s just, you can’t make mistakes play-
ing in the FVA. You have to trust your
teammates and play for each other,” Keller
said. “Then its 100 percent physicality ev-

ery play”
Zephyrs team look

to rebound from loss

It's been a while since the St. Mary
Catholic football team had to bounce
back from a loss to another Wisconsin
team, but that’s the boat the Zephyrs are
in as they prepare to open Trailways Con-

ference play Friday night.

St. Mary Catholic is coming off a 20-8
loss to Ozaukee in its final nonconference
contest last week and will face one of the
favorites to open league play in Johnson
Creek.

Both teams enter the game with 1-1 re-
cords but the Bluejays enter the game off a
47-14 trouncing of Palmyra-Eagle.

Johnson Creek racked up more than
330 yards and five touchdowns on the
ground in the win over the Eagles, led by
quarterback Dylan Bredlow. Bredlow av-
eraged 12.1 yards per carry in gaining 193
yards on the night.

The Bluejays defense also had a big
night with three interceptions — one of
which was returned for a touchdown -
while holding Palmyra-Eagle to 252 yards
of total offense.

St. Mary Catholic’s offense never got
going against a physical Ozaukee defense.
After a big night in the season opener
against Rosholt, the Zephyrs were held to
less than 150 yards of total offense by the
Warriors.

The lone touchdown in the game for
St. Mary Catholic came on an 80-yard
fumble return by Ashton Post in the third
quarter.

Four of the Zephyrs first six games are
on the road, but the team does return
home Sept. 8 to face another Trailways
contender Pardeeville.

Rocket swimmers boast
talented, veteran lineup

Neenah News

With a strong nucleus of state-caliber
swimmers returning from last season, the
sky may be the limit for what the Neenah
girls swim team can achieve this season.

The Rockets boast six swimmers that
swam at the state meet last year and head
coach Carrie Raeth believes that experience
will contribute to what the team achieves
this season.

“It is a big deal for them to have gained
state-level experience so that they can keep
that in mind every day at practice,” Raeth
wrote in an email to

GidSSWimming the Neenah News.
P R EVl EW “They can also use

it as motivation

throughout the
season because they want us to be the best
team we can possibly be at the end of the
season.”

The Rockets return three swimmers who
competed in individual events at the state
meet last season.

Senior Naomi Cortina qualified in a pair
of events, swimming in both the 100-yard
and 200-yard freestyle events, while fellow
senior Emma Bottensek had the highest
individual finish by taking 10th in the 100-
yard backstroke.

Joining that duo was junior Rylie Bau-

man, who qualified in the 50-yard freestyle.

Neenah also qualified for state in both
freestyle relays, which included the likes of
senior Alliyah Lima, junior Kacie Stamm
and sophomore Anna Mulroy. All three also
swam multiple events in the Rockets’ regu-
lar lineup a year ago.

Raeth also expects varsity newcomers
Breleigh Maurer and Mia Lerner to help
round out the lineup.

Neenah will also have a strong group of
divers to bring to the pool this season, in-
cluding two who competed at sectionals
last year.

Junior Hannah Slabbert was Neenah’s top
diver a year ago and narrowly missed out on
a chance to compete at state, while fellow
junior Ceci Pirwitz also dove on the varsity
level the entire year and is back as well.

That duo will be joined by freshman Syd-
ney Hansman, who could be competing for
a spot on the varsity squad, and Sofia Diaz.

The Rockets will host their first Fox Val-
ley Association meet of the season Tuesday
when they host Appleton East.

Neenah finished second in the FVA last
season to Appleton North, while the Light-
ning were the only team to finish ahead of
the Rockets at the WIAA Division 1 sec-
tional last season.
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Rockets’ offense erupts in season-opening triumph

By Dustin Riese
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

There is excitement brewing around the
Neenah High School soccer team.

Coming oft a successful 2022 season and
now in their second season under head
coach William Krautkramer, the Rockets
seemed poised for some big things enter-
ing the 2023 campaign.

It certainly got off to that kind of start.

Neenah erupted for four first half
goals and rolled to an easy win in its sea-
son-opener at home on Saturday, beating
Seymour, 8-0, in a nonconference tussle.

“I am very happy with the win, but hap-
pier that 23 of our 24 players saw time on

the field today,” Krautkramer said. That is
extremely important when you look at our
non-conference schedule this year. The
kids played well and came out focused
from the start which played a huge role in
our success today.”

The Rockets needed just six minutes
to take the lead for good as Preston Scha-
mens found the back of the net to start the
scoring barrage.

Blake Rhodes and Keegan Vande Hei
each scored in the 25th minute to make
the score 3-0 before Rhodes — who also
picked up two assists in the match -
scored again about 12 minutes later to cap
the first-half scoring.

As much as the offense was stealing the
show, Krautkramer also highlighted the
Rockets’ defensive effort.

“We are going with a new defense this
season and they jumped into our attack
right away,” Krautkramer said. “That
helped open things up for our wings
which created some matchup problems
for the Seymour defense. If they can con-
tinue to play like that, I like our chances
to beat anyone in the state as we have the
talent to make some noise this season.”

The second half was much of the same
for the Rockets with Caleb Reddick open-
ing the scoring about five minutes after
intermission.

Vande Hei picked up his second goal in
the 53rd minute before Miles Hessenthaler
made the score 7-0 about five minutes later.

The Rockets then ended the game by
the mercy rule in the 65th minute on a
goal from Kristian Heyes.

“We have some great seniors on this
team, and their leadership is going to
guide us this season,” Vande Hei said. “The
more they can lead, the more confidence
the rest of this roster will have once they
step on the field. That should lead us to
more wins and help us be more success-
ful in the FVA. I like our team’s chances
this season and I feel very confident in our
abilities as a group.”

Prep sports roundup

CROSS COUNTRY

Neenah has strong outing
at Jamie Block Invite

The Neenah cross country teams had
an impressive run at the Jamie Block In-
vitational, hosted by West Bend West last
weekend.

The unique event was scored by grades,
meaning members of the same class were
timed against each other.

In the girls races, Mazie Olksowski
finished first among the junior girls race,
finishing about 54 seconds ahead of the
rest of the field. Teammate Brooke Veith
finished in sixth place among the juniors.

Neenah had three finishers in the top
five in both the freshman and sophomore
races. Natalie Schultz, Maddie Schoo-
nover and Elise Braaton finished first,

second and fourth, respectively, in the
freshman race, while Natalie Willes, Elsa
Gruber and Eme Olkowski took second,
third and fourth, respectively, in the soph-
omore race. Mea Jones added a 10th-place
finish for the sophomores.

Lauren Linstedt was the top senior run-
ner for Neenah placing sixth.

On the boys side, Neenah had five run-
ners in the top 10 of the senior race with
Wyatt Armock taking second followed by
Jaden Leal in third, Charles Fredrickson in
fourth, Owen Martin in seventh and Sam
Kleisner in 10th.

Leading the juniors was Braedy Klawi-
kowski, who took second, with Harmon
Posegate and Nolan Smith placing sev-
enth and ninth, respectively. The soph-
omores had four runners in the top nine
with Zach Verhagen in second, Brayden
Willis in fifth, Gideon Benner in seventh

and Jackson Holzhew in ninth, while the
freshmen had one top 10 finisher in Jack-
son Herres, who took ninth.

Zephyr girls collect

title at invite

With three runners finishing in the top
10, the St. Mary Catholic girls claimed the
title at the 13-team T-Bird Invite, hosted
by Iola-Scandinavia.

The Zephyrs finished with 63 points to
place first, comfortably ahead of a peren-
nially strong Winneconne team which had
87 points. Bonduel was one point back in
third place.

Leading the way for St. Mary Catholic
was Lauren Ripley, who placed fourth
overall, followed by Claire Higgins in sev-
enth and Adison Dinka in ninth.

St. Mary Catholic’s final two scoring
runners were Maria Marti in 22nd place

and Haley Gustafson in 28th place.

The St. Mary Catholic boys were led by
Benjamin Schoeni who took 13th place.
Ethan Auer and Ian Albino finished in
28th and 30th place, respectively, while
the scoring group was rounded out by
Brandon DeBraal in 106th place and
Noah Valentine in 123rd place.

The boys placed ninth overall.

SOCCER

Barrientos scores four
goals in Zephyrs’ win

Kieran Barrientos racked up four goals,
including three in the first half, and picked
up an assist to fuel St. Mary Catholic’s 8-0
win over New Holstein on Tuesday.

Grant Bergstrom and Harry Higgins
opened the scoring for the Zephyrs, be-

See Prep roundup on Pace 15
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Senior Standout is Erougﬁt to you Ey:

Briones brings presence on both sides of the ball

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEwS

In the final regular season game of the
2022 season, the Neenah High School
football coaches decided to try something
new.

As the Rockets geared up to play Apple-
ton East, the plan was to see how standout
outside linebacker Connor Briones would
fare playing an interior defensive line po-
sition.

The move, well, kind of created a mon-
ster. At least for the Rockets’ FVA oppo-
nents.

Briones has held down both positions at
different times through
the first two games of
the 2023 season and
the senior is happy to
contribute any way he
can to making the de-
fense successful.

I had mostly played
outside  but  then
moved to the d-line

for Appleton East to
see what I could do there. It worked all
right so we decided to see what I could do
there this year and see how much trouble
I could cause,” Briones said with a smile.
“I've been moving around alot on defense.
Whatever they need me to do or whatever
position they need me to fill that’s fine.”

Neenah head coach Steve Jung said it’s
Briones ability that makes him productive
no matter what position he lines up at.

“He’s really an explosive and athletic kid
and he just brings it on every play,” Jung
said. “No matter how tired he is, he just
keeps coming. That’s a trait we see in prac-
tice and in the weight room.”

That’s also why the Neenah coaching
staff added a little more to Briones’ plate
this season.

Senior Standout

In addition to being an anchor on the
defensive side of the ball, Briones has tak-
en on a bigger role on offense lining up at
tight end often next to Luke Keller, who
was an all-Fox Valley Association selec-
tion at the position last season.

“It was a pretty big step because I didn’t
play a whole lot at tight end last year,” said
Briones, who did have one catch last year
for a 21-yard touchdown. “I was up for
it and willing to work hard at getting my
blocks down and routes ran and things
like that.

“At times it gets a little tiring, but I know
I have my teammates to lean on, too.”

So far this season Briones has two catch-
es for 5§ yards, although Neenah has at-
tempted just nine passes in the first two
games.

Most of his work on offense revolves
around creating holes for the ground
game and watching the Rockets’ bevy of
ball carriers scamper into the end zone.

“That’s fun for us,” Briones said. “Seeing
our guys score means that we did our job
and now we get to go celebrate with the
people who finished it for us.”

As much as Briones has enjoyed lining
up on the offensive side of the ball, his
heart still lives to play defense.

He finished third on the team in total
tackles a year ago with four tackles-for-
loss and an interception. Through two
games, he is tied for third on the team in
tackles while sharing the team lead in tack-
les for loss.

Neenah News

Neenah senior Connor Briones holds the edge on a running play against De Pere in the season
opener. Briones is one of the few players for the Rockets playing both offense and defense this season.

In addition to lining up in multiple posi-
tions, Briones also has worked on stepping
his game up entering his senior season to
help contribute to the Rockets’ defense.

“I'm alot faster off the ball this year and
I can read a lot of stuft better so I can get

there quick enough,” said Briones, who
hopes to play collegiately next season. “I
read coverages a little better, see where the

ball is and see where my guy is. And I'm

See Senior Standout oN Pace 15
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Senior Standout

FROM PaGE 14

definitely better at rerouting guys coming
oft the ball”

Briones will be part of one of the few
classes that will experience playing at
the legendary Rocket Stadium at the old
Neenah High School as well on the turf at
the new stadium.

He said it was cool to see all of the new
items that were associated with the new
homefield and be able to have the experi-
ence of playing at both sites.

“To play on both fields and to feel the
difference in the energy on both sites
is pretty cool,” Briones said. “I think it’s
something that sink in more later”

There would be nothing better than to
christen the new stadium with an FVA
title — a crown the Rockets shared with
Kimberly last season.

It’s something Briones said that he and
his teammates thought about playing at
the younger levels and worked hard to get
to the point where they can compete with
the league’s best.

for,” Briones said. “It’s great to know that
we've improved over the years and see
that we can step up to the challenge. We
have been able to help each other get bet-
ter and now just keep going and going and
going.”

As physically demanding as playing in
the FVA is, though, there is another side
to the week-in, week-out battles.

Briones said that practice allows players
to get ready for the tough games but there is
also a need for mental preparation as well.

“During the week it’s a lot of physi-
cal preparation, but then after practice
it’s all mental. See the rep first and know
what you have to do,” Briones said. “Like
(Coach) Jung says every once in a while,
to win the game the second time you have
to imagine it the first time.”

And Briones is planning on doing plen-
ty of winning this season and says he and
his teammates are hoping to make the first
season on the new field a memorable one.

“Playing in the FVA is a lot of competi-
tion, a lot of effort being put in and not a
lot of jogging,” Briones said. “We're defi-
nitely going out to compete and give it ev-
erything we’ve got. We want to show the

“That’s certainly something we hoped ~ FVA what we have here.”
Ly Discover £
° a place
of worship
gD . for you.
h To include your services call (920)-508-0030 b
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FROM PaGE 13

fore Barrientos rattled off three straight
goals to give St. Mary Catholic a 5-0 lead.
Nathan Seiske assisted on one of Barrien-
tos’ tallies.

In the second half Braeden Brenn scored
twice before Barrientos notched the final
tally to set the eight-goal cushion.

VOLLEYBALL

Zephyrs claim Omro

Invitational crown

St. Mary Catholic went a perfect 5-0
and finished first at the Omro Invitational
on Saturday.

The Zephyrs topped Bonduel (25-14,
27-26), Omro (25-18, 25-14) and Green
Bay West (25-10, 25-13) in pool play be-
fore knocking off Westfield (25-13, 25-
12) in the semifinals. In the title match,
the Zephyrs won a rematch with Bonduel,
25-15,25-15 to take the title.

Lauren Fischer led the Zephyrs with 23
kills and 23 digs, while Audrey Norville
added 17 kills and 29 digs.

Sammie Weiss and Stella Virlee finished
with 40 and 36 assists, respectively, while
Virlee also racked up a team-high nine aces.

Rockets finish 2-2 at
Homestead tournament

Neenah split its four matches at the two-
day Homestead Tournament, knocking
off Homestead (19-25, 25-21, 15-11) and
St. Thomas More (26-24, 25-18), while
falling to Kettle Moraine (21-25, 25-20,
15-11) and Hamilton (25-19,25-22).

No individual statistics were available
from the matches.

TENNIS

St. Mary Catholic rolls
past Wayland Academy

The Zephyrs won all seven matches in
their dual meet against Wayland Academy,
posting perfect 6-0, 6-0 wins in three of
the flights.

Erin Blaney at No. 4 singles won without
dropping a game as did the No. 1 doubles
team of Emily Vogel and Kassadi Calmes
and the No. 3 pairing of Nolie Anderson
and Kaylee Sommerfield.

The No. 2 doubles tandem of Nadia Al-
exander and Mackenzie Barmash-Turner
lost only one game in their win.

Adding singles wins for St. Mary Catho-
lic were Adel Schneider at the No. 1 flight,
Audrey Wanless at the No. 2 flight and Al-
ice Cole at the No. 3 flight.
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Sunday Adult Bible Study: Sundays 10:30am
Sunday School: Sundays Sept. - May at 10:30am
for age 3 - 8th Grade

Youth Group: Sundays September-May for
Highschool

1228 S Park Ave Neenah, WI 54956 - (920) 725-0510
admin@peaceneenah.com - www.peaceneenah.com

St. Paul o
Lutheran Church [ELCA] a
200 North Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us

Sharing the
good news

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

of Jesus Christ

Neenah

Local news for you

In partnership with Legacy.com

Obituaries

Honor your loved one with the
timeless tradition of an obituary

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director ® obits@neenahnewsnow.com ¢ 920-486-1616

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Employment

3 WEEKS & BE ON THE ROAD to a better
paying job! Train with us to get your (DL
without a wait list! 715-942-2700 ext. 102

For Sale

1983 International Truck 1900 Series

with 466 engine, 13 Spd, 10Ft Flat Bed goose
neck & pintle hook up. Only 60,000 mi DOT
inspected $19,000
(all 715-306-0131 (WCAN)

MOYEN GOLDENDOODLES Light-Dark

Golden with white markings. Shots/Wormed/

Dews Removed/Vet Checked. Family Raised.
Can Deliver. Ready Soon. $550-$750
715-721-0246 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display!
All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth W1 920-892-
6006 Open Daily (WCAN)

POMERANIAN-MINI-AUSTRAILIAN SHEP
CROSS PUPS 1M-$250 15wk old
715-823-3052

40KW GENERATOR 540 PTO w/hookupcart
Single Phase. Great Cond! $4800
715-306-0131

AKC GOLDEN RET PUPS, shots/dews/
wormedy/Vet $600 Can Divr
715-255-2661 (269146)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY
with a GENERAC home standby generator.
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now
before the next power outage: 1-877-626-
1009 (WCAN)

AKC REG COCKER SPAN PUPS! Sweet
Adorable Pets! Shots/Wormed 1/2 PRICE SALE
920-563-3410 mornings(#268588) (WCAN)

PUPS FOR SALE! BORDER- COLLIE, POMS,
CAVAPOOS, CAVA-TZU Call/text
715-316-2617

Miscellaneous

46TH ANNUAL AUTO PARTS SWAP MEET
& CAR SHOW! Sept. 22-24, Jefferson Co.
Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 3 Day Swap Meet &
Car Corral! SHOW CARS (Sat/Sun Only) ADM
$ 15 Fri/Sat $10 Sun DEMO DERBY Sun.
Sept 24th NOON; Adm $10, No Pets. Fri
10-6pm, Sat, 6-4pm, Sun 6-3pm
608-244-8416
madisonclassics.com (WCAN)

BAUCTION-LIVE & ONLINE for BEAR RENOVA-
TIONS N10954 CTH A, Tomahawk, W1 SEPT.
9th* 11AM. Vehicles, Trailers, Equipment, In-
ventory, Many Misc. ltems. www.nolansales.
com for details. NOLAN SALES LLC, Marion,
WI* 715-754-5221 Reg. WI Auctioneers Lic
#142 & #165 (WCAN)

PURE 2yr Female AUSSIE Farm Dog Loyal,
Great Temp, BIk-Tri $100/0B0 715-250-4916

BONDUEL CONSIGNMENT AUCTION SAT.
SEPT. 2. 8:30am BAKE SALE 8AM Quilts-
Furniture-Crafts-Tools- Machinery-Antiques.
N4310 Hill Rd. Shawano For info call
715-524-2605

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS Shots/Wormed/
Vetckd Can Divr $600-51000 715-255-2661
(#269146)

Purebred Golden Retriever pups de-
wormed, shots, vetchecked, $450 CASH ONLY
Greenwood W1 715-267-6306

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES-AT-
Vs-WATERCRAFT 920-850-9299 Local
Dealer Free Pickup!

BORDER COLLIE-BLACK LAB MIX PUPS 4F
3M 6wks shots/dewormed Parents sweet &
well tempered (all 920-286-0434

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

REG CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL
PUPS dews/shots/vet/worm ready 9- 1-23
$1000 715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522
(WCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, RV and
more to support our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-844-406-2647 today! (WCAN)

REG. CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL
PUPS Vet check,shots,wormed,dews, Ready
Now! 715-470-0458 #509642-DS

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking
& longest lasting material, steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500 discount + Add'l
10% off install (for military, health workers &
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845- 6606 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs,
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510
920-821-6311

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS AKC Excel Temp
Genetic Guarantee Parents OFAd
715-537-5413 www.jerland.com
#268001-DS (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1- 877-651-1850 (WCAN)

GOLDENDOODLE PUPPIES Your New Best
Friend awaits! $450 715-267-6470

MINI-BERNEDOODLE PUPS Cute & Ready to
GO! $595 1 yr Guaran Call Now!
715-409-0533

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American Standard makes
it easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy
your shower again! Call 1-844-479-1327
today to see how you can save $1,000 on
installation, or visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/wep (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your
budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers
& Buyers' Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Development
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737
www.pdsadnet.com

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local 414-520-1612

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications
review ads to the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people
are ready to take your money! For more
information, please contact The Depart-
ment of Trade, Agriculture & Consumer
Protection 1-800- 422-7128 (WCAN)

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get FREE informational
package & learn how to get rid of your time-
share! FREE consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. CALL 844-374-2565(WCAN)
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SMILE PSWER

Smile and the world smileswith you! Smiles have the power to make people happy. Maybe
that iswhy millions of people use the smile emoji when sending messages. And with asmile,
people from different countries who speak different languages can communicate.

NELLIE FLY'S

JEIE

Tt Winit Ge Dudive O3luzel

Doctors even tell us that laughter can help sick people Theseriddles are from &l over

heal more quickly. All in all, asmileis very powerful. tg;wgﬂg iasnt%éh;rinz\[/“e;g)

Can you guesswhat it is?

What isasmall,
white chest that all
know how to open
and nobody knows
how to close?

Q@ Cut out the word balloons below and paste them in the
@lo correct order on the comic strip above.

What is more useful when

it is broken? .
S,
Wambial

What is an entire little
house without a door?

| have built my house
without any door.

What isit?

Have you figured out the answer? If not, color all
the boxes with odd numbers. Read the | etters that
are left and you will know the answer.

|

In apot there are
two kinds of food.
What isit?

Standards Link: Health: Identify activities and actions that promote or enhance emotional health.

The Universall

There are jokes from all over the world. What can you learn
about people by reading their jokes? Draw your own comic
strip using this joke from Martinique.

two liquids with colors
unmixed. What isit?

Because
I want
TWO
| cookies!

Do you
want a
cookie,
Pierre?

Pierre! Do you

want a cookie?
Why must I ask
you twice?

6 5 8 4 3 2
E||lG PG
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g

Standards Link: Social Science:
Compare life in different places
and recognize that some aspects
of cultures are similar.

How many
smiles can
you find on
this page?

Superlative

Fun

How many silly
L ook through the

things can you

circleinthis newspaper for three
picture? Oo° happy pictures.
Label one “Happy,”
one “Happier,”

and one “Happiest.”
Repeat this game
with other words.

Standards Link:
Vocabulary Development:
Understand comparative
and superlative case.

Why does a crane raise one leg when OPEN F;'nd the WOl’deth the puzzle.
; > ow many of them can you
he stands in the water~ COMIC findl o this paga?
Put the words in the right order to SMILE WOD OOFERAW
discover the answer to thisjoke from
LAUGHTER
Poland. FOOD YCPTVLLWOB
he okes @ |LOQE I AOE CN
WORLD K RMMNUY L I R
d I QUICKLY CDSPSGLUPMA
own! GUESS ! EA SZHL OOE
ORDER
WO'lJld. he CEOPL E UREWCTI EC L
QU J OKESUP U U
5 SILLY
BeCaUSe if BOWL GBFDLROWFQ
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions. LEARN ‘%’toa"ggérsdks“"’l;ig:a I;ggﬁrrse:cé?r?g.cg!gégﬁgggmég ilg:t‘;‘éil?:sl~

With so much information available in print,
on TV and online every day, it is important to
know that some information is true and

some is false or misleading.

Sometimes news reports make a mistake.
Good journalists will let readers and viewers
know of the error as soon as possible. Other

times, false information is designed on
purpose to make you feel a certain way.

How do you tell the difference
between fact and fiction?

1. Read beyond the story’s headline. Headlines

can't tell the whole story.

2. Do some research! Go to the library and look up

more information. Your librarian can help you.

3. Look for more information online. Be sure to
check more than one online site as some sites

simply repeat false information.

4. Make sure the publications and websites you

use to check facts are trustworthy.

5. Ask a parent or family member to help you

understand more about the story.

FACT CHECKER CHALLENGE
OF THE WEEK

One of these statements is true and one is false.
Do the research and find out. Then share what
you learned with your friends and family!
Smiling
makes us
feel happier.

I TRUE I FALSE
Smiling is
contaglous.

I TRUE I FALSE

Was it easy or difficult to find out if the above
statements were true or false? It's not always
easy being a News Fact Checker. But it's

important to always try to get the whole story!

Standards Link: Research: Locate and check information about a given
topic using multiple resources.

Write On! -&)

What makes
you smile?

Write a paragraph about what makes you
smile. Give at least three details about this.

oshkosh Herald € Neenah News Provibe FREE weekly
newsPaPers to local classrooms in
the OASP € NJSP BeCause:

¢ Local newspapers play vital roles in communities
across the globe.
e Local newspapers keep readers up-to-date on their

own communities.

e Local newspapers benefit nearby businesses.

e Local newspapers can strengthen communities.
e Local newspapers can benefit children.

oin Kid Scoop today!
Call 920-385-4512

According to Newspapers in Education, students
who participated in NIE groups performed
significantly better in spelling and vocabulary
than nonreaders. Additional studies have indicated
that students who use newspapers in the
classroom perform better on standardized reading
tests than those who do not use newspapers in
class.

Proudly sponsored by

1197 W. Winneconne Ave

Neenah




