
August 11, 2023 x neenAhnewsnow.com Volume 2, Issue 26

News
Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing

Neenah
PRST STD

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID

NEENAH, WI
PERMIT NO. 45

InsIde

Kickoff nears
Rockets, Zephyrs ready 

for new seasons 
Page 9

Open house
New high school  

offers public viewing 
Page 4

Sky bursts
Pyrotechnics pros 

bring event to county 
Page 5

You Are
Not Alone.

Hear Jesse’s Story
Check out Episode 01

www.breakwaterwi.org
Prevent & Reduce Youth and Adult Substance Use

Oak Hill restoration  
revives 1924 structure 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The chapel at Oak Hill Cemetery for 
nearly 100 years has been restored to its 
original glory.

The cemetery, owned and maintained 
by the city of Neenah, dates to 1848. The 
chapel was built in 1924 by D.W. Berg-
strom, who donated it to the city “as a 
gift for all of the people to say goodbye to 
their loved ones,” according to an inscrip-
tion on a plaque in front of the newly re-
stored structure. 

The chapel was designed by Eschwei-
ler and Eschweiler out of Milwaukee and 
features a Tudor Revival style. The inside 
of the stone structure showcases stained 
glass windows and chandeliers.

The chapel was originally used for fu-

nerals and services during inclement 
weather. It had fallen into disrepair and 
hadn’t been used for a service in about 40 
years. 

The Bergstrom family has been a prom-
inent name in Neenah for 170 years. John 
Bergstrom said when he was at Oak Hill 
Cemetery in 2012 for his brother’s fu-
neral, he noticed the chapel was in rough 
shape. 

It was being used for storing lawn 
equipment and other supplies to maintain 
the cemetery. The gates were broken and 
rusty, and although the grass was mowed 
and landscaping maintained, the chapel 
itself needed some work.

“It was literally crammed full of stuff 
like any storage shed and the floor was 
concrete and broken,” he said. “The mor-
tar between stones was all powderized 
from being hot and cold and all that stuff. 

Neenah News

The Oak Hill Cemetery chapel has been restored after decades of storage use.

Marathon just latest  
of challenges for teen
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Gabriel Langlois has experienced more 
than his fair share of challenges. 

The Neenah teen has been unable to 
walk since birth and recently underwent 
surgery that caused medical complica-
tions, leading to several more surgeries 
and hospital stays, where he remained last 
week.

Despite those challenges, his father, 
Dan, said he and Gabriel are determined 
to complete the full 26.2-mile Fox Cities 
Marathon on Sept. 17.

Gabriel is a typical 13-year-old boy who 
enjoys basketball and football. He has two 
sisters and a brother. He’s funny, mischie-
vous and laid back. 

Submitted photo

Gabriel Langlois, 13, hopes to compete in this year’s Fox Cities Marathon as he recovers from 
his latest surgery.

See Marathon on Page 11

See Oak Hill chapel on Page 11

Updated policy on use  
of devices goes to board
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Winnebago County’s Judiciary and 
Public Safety Committee voted to ad-
vance a policy outlining consequences 
for elected officials who misuse coun-
ty-owned electronic devices after the 
county board sent the measure back to 
committees in May.

The resolution was brought forward by 
Supervisor Kay Horan after it was deter-
mined that a supervisor was using a coun-
ty-owned iPad to access pornographic 
websites early this year. Board chair Tom 
Egan said at that time that there was little 
disciplinary action he could take because 
supervisors are elected.

The initial resolution included word-
ing that unethical or illegal use of coun-
ty-owned electronic devices would re-
sult in reprimand, censure or expulsion 
from the county board. That wording 
was removed after the May county board 
meeting when several supervisors spoke 
against expulsion for misuse.

Some of the supervisors questioned 
what is considered “unethical or illegal” 
conduct, noting that viewing porn is a 
“victimless crime” and the supervisor 
who accessed the websites may have 
done so by accident.

Director of information systems Patty 
Francour said at that meeting that there 
have been other incidents of supervisors 
misusing devices and she has been trying 
to get a similar rule passed for years.

The county’s existing computer use 
policy states that the computer system 
is to only be used for business purpos-
es and violating the policy may result in 

Supervisors 
debate ethics 
of electronics

See Device policy on Page 8

Cemetery chapel preserved for future generations
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Looking for a new
financial advisor?
Let’s talk.

Shane Zillmer
Financial Advisor

675 Deerwood Ave Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

> edwardjones.com

Shooting on Commercial Street claims life
Neenah News

A 37-year-old Oshkosh man was fatally 
shot by officers from the Lake Winnebago 
Area Metropolitan Enforcement Group 
(MEG) inside a Mobil gas station in 
Neenah on Aug. 2. 

A portion of South Commercial Street 
was closed for about 13 hours after the 
shooting, which is being investigated by 
the Sheboygan County Sheriff ’s Office.

According to a press release, officers 
from the MEG unit attempted to take a 
suspect with a warrant into custody inside 
the gas station just before 5 p.m. A prelim-
inary investigation suggested the suspect 
displayed a weapon and the two officers 
responded with deadly force.

The suspect was shot and medical aid 
was rendered. The man was transported 
to ThedaCare Regional Medical Center 
where he died from his injuries. No offi-
cers were injured.

The officers were working undercover at 
the time and their names aren’t being re-
leased. One is a 42-year-old who has been 
with the Appleton Police Department for 
five years and has 10 years of other law 

enforcement experience. The other is a 
31-year-old who has been with the Out-
agamie Sheriff ’s Office for six years. Both 
have been placed on administrative leave 
pending the outcome of the investigation. 

The victim has not been identified and 

the investigation is ongoing. Once the 
Sheboygan County investigation is fin-
ished, the findings will be forwarded to 
the Winnebago County District Attor-
ney’s Office, which will determine if the 
shooting was justified. 

Neenah News

Public safety officials, including Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson, are shown at the scene of a 
fatal shooting Aug. 2 on South Commercial Street in Neenah.

Military aircraft activity noted with exercises
Volk Field Combat Readiness Training 

Center in central Wisconsin is hosting 
multiple Air Force, National Guard, Ma-
rine and Navy units as part of the annual 
Northern Lightning Counterland training 
exercise through Aug. 18.

Winnebago County residents are among 
those in the state than can expect to see 
increased flight activity in the airspace 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. during that 
time. Residents with noise complaints re-
lated to Northern Lightning are asked to 
call 608-427-1260.

According to Col. Matthew Eakins, 
commander of Volk Field, the two-week-
long exercise will increase military read-
iness by providing participating units a 
tactical level, joint training environment 
emphasizing user-defined objectives.

More than 1,000 participants and 60 air-
craft, representing a broad range of military 
assets, are participating in the exercise.

There are Air Force, National Guard, 
and Marine assets participating from units 
based in Arizona, Florida, Ohio, Minneso-
ta, Virginia and Wisconsin. 

Habitat for Humanity has a sign-up 
event for any volunteer role during Au-
gust or September and become eligible to 
win Habitat swag and gift cards. Visit fox-
citieshabitat.volunteerhub.com. If you’re 
already signed up or volunteer with Habi-
tat regularly, you will automatically be el-
igible. Winners will be chosen at random 
and notified in early October.

St. Vincent de Paul Neenah is seeking 
volunteers ages 16 and older to help stock 
the food pantry on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays for 1-3 hours. For 
details, call 920-727-1766, ext. 3 or email 
volunteercoordinator@svdpneenah.com. 

Covey is seeking individuals with a 
strong accounting, finance or investment 
background to join the finance committee. 
Meetings are scheduled for approximately 
one hour on a quarterly basis during normal 
business hours and can be attended remote-
ly. Contact Pam at pschutz@covey.org.

Beaming Inc. is looking for volunteers 
to assist program participants with main-
taining balance and control and inter-
preting directions given by the riding in-
structor during lessons. Volunteers must 
be 14 years old. No experience necessary 
and training is provided. Learn more at 
beaminginc.org/volunteer-opportunities 
or contact Denise at volunteer4beam-
ing@gmail.com.

Court-appointed special advocate 
(CASA): Learn how to advocate for chil-
dren who have experienced abuse or ne-
glect. No special experience is required; 
we will provide initial and ongoing train-
ing and support. Learn more at casafc.org 
or call Leah at 920-257-4733, ext. 107.

Volunteer needs
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County cannabis fines maintained after panel vote
Supervisor continues 
push for lesser penalty
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Marijuana was back on the agenda at 
Winnebago County’s Judiciary and Public 
Safety Committee meeting Monday. 

District 6 Supervisor Brian Defferd-
ing reintroduced a proposal to reduce 
the county’s fine for possessing up to 25 
grams of marijuana to $1. People found 
with more than 25 grams would be subject 
to a felony under state statute.

The same proposal 
was put on hold at the 
committee’s February 
meeting and followed 
a failed resolution that 
would have allowed 
county residents to 
weigh in on the legal-
ization of marijuana at 
the spring election.

Defferding’s latest 
proposal would also remove all penalties 
for any amount of marijuana if the user is 
under the direction or prescription of a 
licensed physician, dentist, or other med-
ical health professional. Paraphernalia de-
termined to be used solely for cannabis, 
marijuana or THC purposes would also 
not be subject to penalties. 

While marijuana remains illegal at the 
federal level, 23 states have legalized it, 
including bordering states Illinois, Mich-
igan and Minnesota, with Iowa allowing 
medical use.

Caleb Schmidt of Fremont spoke at the 
meeting and asked the committee to ap-
prove the proposal. He said he isn’t a rec-

reational marijuana user but has stage four 
colon cancer and is undergoing aggressive 
chemotherapy.

“In the state of Wisconsin, I don’t have the 
option to use medical marijuana,” Schmidt 
said. “I believe Wisconsin is losing a lot of 
revenue to Illinois, Minnesota or Michigan. 
I think it’s time for the state to loosen up the 
restrictions as they apply to marijuana.”

District Attorney Eric Sparr told the 
committee that regardless of whether the 
county ordinance is passed, marijuana 
users could still be subject to state and 
federal violations. State violations in Win-
nebago County would be routed through 
Sparr’s office.

“Generally speaking, we are not issuing 
personal use possession cases regarding 
marijuana,” he said, adding that there are 
problems distinguishing Delta-9 THC, 
which is illegal in Wisconsin, from Delta-8 
and Delta-10, which are legal.

Sparr said local municipal ordinances 
would still apply regardless of the coun-
ty ordinance, creating lack of uniformity, 
which can be problematic. 

In 2022, 240 tickets for marijuana and 
paraphernalia were processed through 
the county circuit court. That number ex-
cludes citations in Neenah and Menasha, 
which have their own municipal courts.  

Of the circuit court tickets issued last 
year, 150 marijuana and paraphernalia ci-
tations were issued by the Oshkosh Police 
Department, which uses the city’s munici-
pal ordinance and wouldn’t be affected by 
a change to the county ordinance. 

Sparr said an ordinance change at the 
county level wouldn’t have a big impact 
on the prosecutor’s office and would only 
affect about 90 cases processed last year.

Sheriff John Matz said he was told a 

movement to legalize medical marijuana 
in the state is expected to move forward 
this fall. He noted that if the proposed 
ordinance is passed, a person would still 
receive a $143.80 citation for possessing 
marijuana or paraphernalia because of 
court costs and fees set by the state.

Matz said that 25 grams of marijuana 
is about 90 bowls or 60 joints and ques-
tioned whether that’s personal use. 

Defferding brought in a bag of basil to 
show the committee what 25 grams looks 
like.

Three committee members abstained 

from voting on advancing the ordinance, 
Defferding voted in favor of it and Bryan 
Stafford voted against. 

The next time the same ordinance can 
be introduced to the Judiciary and Public 
Safety Committee would be in April. Def-
ferding could still bring the ordinance to 
the full county board for a vote, but he said 
he’s unsure if he will do so. 

“Historically speaking, if something 
does not pass committee, it is very unlike-
ly to pass the full county board,” he said. 
“Winning committee favor is the first step 
for this to pass.”

Sparr

Neenah Historical Society photo

Sidewalk sale
Shoppers attend Sidewalk Sale Days at Fox Point Shopping center in 1984.

ARTS FESTIVAL
Saturday, 

August 12, 2023
10:00AM–5:00PM

FREE ADMISSION

BERGSTROM-MAHLER MUSEUM OF GLASS • 165 N. PARK AVENUE, NEENAH, WI • 920-751-4658 • @BMMGLASS • BMMGLASS.COM

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass Presents the Second Annual

The Best in Glass Art for Sale •  Glass Blowing Demonstrations • Artisan Food and Beverages • Live Music • Kids’ Art Activities
Featuring Over 40 Artists from Around the Country Working in Glass 

We thank our generous sponsors:

DRIVEN TO DELIVER
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Window replacement

with zero worries

EST

1977

920-232-5600

WrightwayBuilt.com

*Must be presented at time of estimate. Save $100 each window.

Offer subject to change without notice. Not valid with any other offers/promotions.

Void where prohibited by law. Not responsible for typos or misprints.

SA
VE

$10
0
*

Financing Options

3 Easy Payment Options:

12 Months Same-As-Cash

6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years

6.99% Fixed Rate 10 Years

Call for Details!

Low Back Pain?
If you are one of the millions

who suffer from low back

pain, our experienced doctors

will give you the personalized

servvice you’re looking for.

Treatments are custom suited

OSHKOSH OFFICE

2100 Omro Road STE. B

(920) 426-9898

NEENAH OFFICE

1426 S. Commercial St

(920) 725-0800

APPLETON OFFICE

1801 N. Richmond St

(920) 831-4110

www.strongchiropractic.com

Complimentary Consultation
Must bring coupon at

the time of visit.
Expires 8/31/23

Limit one coupon per NEW PATIENT

High school set to open doors for public viewing
Neenah News

The community will get its first good look 
at the new Neenah High School during its 
Sunday grand opening with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony and self-guided tours.

The event begins with a ribbon cutting 
in the competition gym at 3 p.m. followed 
by self-guided tours of the building within 
the three-hour window.

The announcement of the event and its 
showcasing of the school’s amenities is 
generating excitement among the student 
body.

Jennifer Murphy, an incoming senior, 
said, “I am very excited for all the student 
spaces that we’ll be able to have. They look 
comfy and cozy, and they will help create 
better work environments for both stu-
dents and teachers.”

Ben Donaldson, an incoming junior, 
was excited to see the cafeteria.  

“It reminds me of the movie ‘High 

School Musical’,” he said. “I always want-
ed to be in that movie since it was a child-
hood favorite.”

The Rockets football team will be host-
ing the De Pere Redbirds on its new field 
for the first time at 7 p.m. Aug. 17.

Orientation dates and school tours have 
also been set for students. Those entering 
grades 10-12 will have orientation from 8 
a.m. to noon Aug. 15 and from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Aug. 16.

Freshman students are invited for a day 
of orientation, tours and other activities at 
1 p.m. Aug. 17. The event will be followed 
by a tailgate party before the first home 
football game that kicks off at 7 p.m.

Students also have the opportunity for 
self-guided tours after having their picture 
taken Aug. 21 and 22. Signup links were 
sent to families and those with questions 
can contact Liz Severson at elizabeth.sev-
erson@neenah.k12.wi.us.

Neenah News

Neenah High School opens its new doors this Sunday with a ribbon-cutting and self-guided tours.

Thrift shop fundraiser helps those in need
AbleLight Thrift Shop is preparing for 

one of its biggest annual fundraisers, Na-
tional Thrift Shop Day, on Aug. 17 with all 
donated inventory in the store half off. 

Shoppers will help support life-chang-
ing services for people with developmen-

tal disabilities. The store at 846 Fox Point 
Plaza will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Donations of new and gently used items 
will be welcome. 

For more information, visit AbleLight.
org or call 920-725-7467.

Neenah man among those honored by Red Cross
The American Red Cross will honor four 

individuals in northeast Wisconsin, includ-
ing a Neenah man, at the 2023 Northeast 
Wisconsin Heroes Classic set for Aug. 28 at 
Thornberry Creek in Oneida. 

“These individuals are such a positive 
reminder of the good in our communities 
and it’s our privilege to be able to honor 
them,” said Rebecca Rockhill, execu-

tive director of the Northeast Wisconsin 
Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

This year’s Northeast Wisconsin He-
roes are Nate Franzke of Neenah, in the 
category of Emergency Response; Torre 
Willadsen of Plymouth, Adult Good Sa-
maritan; Ryan Baudhuin of Wrightstown 
in the Military category; and Lola Levin of 
Appleton as Youth Good Samaritan.
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Some days, one single moment changes everything. When it does, nothing 
should hold you back from embracing what comes next. At ThedaCare, we’re 
inspired by first-time parents, the wisdom of experienced grandparents — and  
all the living in between. That’s why we’re on a mission to create a healthier  
future for all. 

Your life is our specialty. Learn how to live life inspired and  
join the movement at ThedaCare.org/LifeInspired

LIVE LIFE INSPIRED
YOU CAN

Fireworks pros gather for week at Sunnyview 
By Jonathan Richie
Neenah News

As the Winnebago County Fair wrapped 
up festivities at Sunnyview Expo Cen-
ter last weekend, the event space quickly 
shifts to host lots of bright lights and big 
booms with a pyrotechnics convention 
next week.

The Pyrotechnics Guild Internation-
al (PGI) will be holding its annual con-
vention at Sunnyview starting Sunday 
through Aug. 18. The convention is open 
to any PGI member but closed to the pub-
lic except for a pair of pyrotechnic shows 
to bookend the schedule.

The two public shows Sunday and Aug. 
18 will feature multiple fireworks displays 
as PGI members from around the world 
ascend on Oshkosh.

“People are going to see pyro devic-
es that they would never see in any local 
Fourth of July fireworks display,” said 
Connie Widmann, chair of communica-
tions for the PGI.

The PGI is a group of pyrotechnic en-
thusiasts that span from hobbyists to 
professionals. The event usually draws in 
people from all over the world and in the 
past have been anywhere from six to eight 
countries represented.

Although the event is closed to the 
general public, anyone interested in py-
rotechnics and fireworks can show up at 
Sunnyview and pay their dues to attend 
the convention to learn more about py-
rotechnics and experience all the conven-
tion has to offer.

The convention is usually held in dif-
ferent locations, which has included Wis-
consin International Raceway in Kaukau-

na, and this will be its first in Winnebago 
County. 

“It’s a teaching week where hobbyists 
can learn about different types of pyro-
technics,” Widmann said.

She said safety is always a priority when 
making pyrotechnics. People will be 
learning about how to utilize pyrotechnics 
properly, how to make them legally and 
responsibly, and will be manufactured un-
der strict guidelines.

“We have to keep safety in mind – we’re 
dealing with explosives,” Widmann said. 
“We’re strict with safety. There’s a safety 
team on sight as well as our fire and med-
ical team. There is a lot of oversight to en-
sure safety at the convention.”

All PGI members are licensed through 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF). The organization is 
driven by volunteers with a board of direc-
tors and even a junior association for chil-
dren that are under strict supervision for 
the safety of the builders.

Throughout the week there will be 
classes and seminars where members will 
build pyrotechnic devices that will be 
showcased during the Aug. 18 show that 
will close out the convention.

Sunday’s show will include a display for 
the national anthem. The show will also 
include pyro-musicals, which are highly 
choreographed shows that synch pyro-
technics with sound. These are usually set 
off with digital systems.

Parking for the public shows will be at 

the Sunnyview grounds. There will be no 
carry-ins allowed as food and drink will be 
available for purchase.

There will be private shows for PGI 
members every night of the week.

Oshkosh Fire Department assistant 
chief and fire marshal Brian Bending will 
be monitoring activities on the grounds 
throughout the event.

The convention includes an art show, 
auction, collectors corner and trade show.

Online sales of tickets ended July 27. Tick-
ets are available at the Winnebago County 
Parks Department, 625 E. County Y – suite 
500, or at the Oshkosh Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau, 100 N. Main St. – suite 112.

If it rains on either night of the public 
shows, they will be moved to Aug. 14 or 
Aug. 19.

“People will really be missing out on 
something spectacular if they don’t come 
to the public shows,” Widmann said. “If 
anyone is really into fireworks they should 
definitely join the PGI and become mem-
bers to experience the weeklong event.”

Photo by PGI

The Pyrotechnics Guild International is bringing its annual convention to Sunnyview Expo 
Center starting Sunday.

BAT PROBLEMS??
CALL MATT THE BAT GUY!

Residential & Commercial

BADGERLAND
BAT REMOVAL, LLC
608-658-7813

• Work is
Guaranteed

• Free Estimates
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KICKS FOR KIDS

Two hours of respite
Care provided by Valley VNA Senior Care staff
Volunteer-led program includes activities, music, and snacks 
Care partners can participate or take time for themselves 
FREE

in Neenah and Oshkosh
Memory Care Respite

A safe and engaging activity for people with memory 
loss. A chance to rejuvenate for their care partners.

Neenah Respite

First and Second Monday 
of each month
1:30-3:30 p.m.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
200 N. Commercial Street, Neenah

 Call 920-383-1180 to Pre-register

Oshkosh Respite

Fourth Tuesday of each month 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

 Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, 

1860 Wisconsin Street, Oshkosh 

Call 920-727-5555 to Pre-register

Brought to you by Valley VNA Senior Care in 
collaboration with Memory Care Respite 

Partners. Call 920-727-5555 to learn more.

Storm damages homes, businesses
Neenah News

Neenah area homes and businesses 
sustained damage when a thunderstorm 
rolled through the Fox Valley last Thurs-
day evening, downing power lines and 
knocking out power to thousands.

Public Works officials in the city said 
wind gusts were reported up to 60 mph, 
bringing down trees and limbs that dam-
aged homes, other buildings and vehicles, 
including at least two on West Wisconsin 
Avenue downtown.

There were about 1,400 people without 
power in Neenah, according to We Ener-
gies, and about 1,000 in Appleton.

The National Weather Service in Green 

Bay said a cold front met Thursday’s warm, 
moist air, setting up the thunderstorms. 
Warnings were issued from 7:15 to 8 p.m. 
for southeastern Winnebago County with 
wind speeds of 72 mph recorded south of 
Oshkosh.

City staff assessed storm damage and 
removed debris that was blocking streets, 
sidewalks or other rights of way. Storm de-
bris can be placed in the terrace for pickup.  

Public Works asked residents to report 
any trees or limbs in contact with power 
lines to We Energies at 800-242-9137 or 
Spectrum at 866-874-2389, and any oth-
ers that pose a safety concern to 920-886-
6240.

Neenah News photos

A tree on West Wisconsin Avenue was toppled by high winds Aug. 3, striking two vehicles that were parked on the street. City crews had the scene cleared Friday morning; Right, trees and limbs 
came down at residences on Water Street in Neenah among other areas. Below, the roof of the Associated Bank building at 100 W. Wisconsin Ave. was damaged, causing debris to cover the 
sidewalk on South Commercial Street.
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Email,Text or Call to Order: pyramidfoods@gmail.com • 920.886.9969
Find us on Facebook @Valley Pyramid Foods, LLC

GROCERYSTORESELECTIIONAT
WHOLESALEPRICESS!

Cash or Check Only

PLANNING A SPECIAL EVENT…
Fundraising Event • Bike Rally • Poker Run • Sports Event • Birthday • Family Reunion

Wedding / Anniversary Event

Call or visit us…we can discuss your plans and how we can help.

Orders should be placed at least 2 weeks in advance to ensure product availability.

HUGE SELECTION OF APPETIZERS!HUGE SELECTION OF APPETIZERS!
Bakeable, Air Fry & Deep Fry OptionsBakeable, Air Fry & Deep Fry Options

GRILL ITEMS INCLUDE:GRILL ITEMS INCLUDE:
Ribeye Steaks, New York Strip Steaks,Ribeye Steaks, New York Strip Steaks,

Brats, Burgers, All-Beef Hot Dogs,Brats, Burgers, All-Beef Hot Dogs,

Chicken Wings, Chicken BreastsChicken Wings, Chicken Breasts

St. Mary Catholic senior works her way into music scene
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

St. Mary Catholic High School senior 
Norah Lee is a singer and songwriter who 
describes her music as “acoustic indie 
pop.” 

The 17-year-old, who opened the eve-
ning concert series in Shattuck Park on 
Aug. 2, started playing guitar in sixth 
grade.

“I took lessons for a few years and just 
fell in love with playing guitar,” she said.

In eighth grade she attended a weeklong 
summer camp called Girls Rock Fox Cit-
ies, where she learned how to write and 
perform songs. She also joined the school 
band. 

During her freshman year, Lee took a 
music production class that fueled her 
love for the industry. 

Her sophomore year, she began an in-
ternship at Honeytone, a Neenah record-
ing studio. 

“They really helped me to learn how to 
use all this equipment to record, so I fin-
ished my first studio-produced song this 
summer and so I decided I wanted to have 
a party to celebrate that because it’s super 
exciting, I think,” she said.

Lee’s launch party for her new single 
“Online” was held Aug. 1 at The Ballroom 
At The Reserve. The song is available on 
Apple Music and will soon be on Spotify 
and other major listening platforms. Her 
original songs “Stay Here Forever” and 
“Home” are also on Spotify. 

Lee played two of her released songs 
and a third original that she hasn’t re-
corded yet on the Shattuck Park stage last 
week, which she said was a wonderful ex-
perience. 

“It was really cool to be on stage, setting 
up and hearing how the speakers sounded 
with all my equipment and being able to 
open for a band,” she said. “It was some-
thing that I’ve never done before and it 

was a really cool experience and I definite-
ly want to do more of that.”

After graduation, Lee plans to stay in the 
music industry. She will attend college to 
expand her knowledge of recording music 
and learn how to produce live music for 
traveling bands. 

Lee said the community is welcoming 
for young musicians.

“There’s so many opportunities to 
get into the music and for a lot of differ-
ent things that you want to do,” she said. 
“Whether that’s being in a band for kids 
that are just starting out or finding shows 
and gigs for you to be able to showcase all 
your music, the community has been su-
per supportive.”

Locals who want to see Lee perform 
can catch her opening for Boogie and the 
Yo-Yo’z at the Future Neenah end of the 
summer block party Aug. 23, a free event 
that runs from 6 to 9 p.m. on Wisconsin 
Avenue.

Future Neenah photo

Norah Lee performs at Shattuck Park earlier 
this month.

 

Saturday, Aug. 12
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 a.m., 

Shattuck Park
Furry Flurry, Neenah Animal Shelter 

Walk for Pets, 8 a.m., Riverside Park
Glass Arts Festival, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Brennand Airport fly-in, 9 a.m., 3282 
Breezewood Lane

Sunday, Aug. 13
Family Days at the Octagon House, 11 

a.m., 343 Smith St.

Monday, Aug. 14
Storytime, 10 a.m., The Plaza and 

Globe Coffee

Tuesday, Aug. 15
Neenah Community Band, 7 p.m., Riv-

erside Park Pavilion

Wednesday, Aug. 16
Copper Box, 6 p.m., Shattuck Park 

Thursday, Aug. 17
Out to Lunch Concert with Danville 

Folk, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park
Ground Round Live Music Series: 

Scott Dercks, 6 p.m., 1010 Cameron Way

Saturday, Aug. 19
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 a.m., 

Shattuck Park
Art Mercantile, 11 a.m., The Plaza
Neenah-Menasha Elks Lodge corn 

roast, 3 p.m., Doty Island

Monday, Aug. 21
Storytime, 10 a.m., The Plaza and 

Globe Coffee

Wednesday, Aug. 23
Boogie Downtown street dance, 6 p.m., 

West Wisconsin Avenue

Thursday, Aug. 24
Out to Lunch Concert with Rob An-

thony, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park
Ground Round Live Music Series: Burnt 

Toast & Jam, 6 p.m., 1010 Cameron Way
“Tailspin” book signing by John Arm-

bruster, 4 p.m., Lyons Fine Books, 127 W. 
Wisconsin Ave.

Saturday, Aug. 26
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 a.m., 

Shattuck Park

Calendar 
of events
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disciplinary action, up to and including 
dismissal from county employment and 
legal action.

The county board sent the resolution 
to the Information Technology Commit-
tee, which made some changes and then 
forwarded it to the Judiciary and Public 
Safety Committee for a vote Monday.

The latest resolution states that the 
county board may take action allowed 
by state statute, including a resolution 
of censure against any supervisors who 
ignore the rules of the county’s use poli-
cies, general code, ethics handbook, elec-
tronics resolution and state statute.

Supervisor Paul Eisen was the only 
member of the Judiciary and Public Safe-

ty Committee who spoke against the 
resolution at Monday’s meeting, stating 
the language was that of a contract and 
a contract should not be included in the 
county board’s rules. 

“The bottom line is that this should be 
a policy that’s adopted and this contract 
should be given to the IT department 
and have all of the county employees sign 
it …” he said.

Supervisor Jacob Floam disagreed, 
noting that the proposed rule is for elect-
ed officials and not county employees.

“This is for elected officials to hold 
themselves to a higher standard because 
they are part of the public trust when 
they ran for office,” he said.

The committee voted 4-1 to advance 
the electronic devices resolution to the 
full county board, who will vote on it at 
the September meeting.

Brennand Airport open house, fly-in set
Recreational aviation will be on dis-

play as Experimental Aircraft Association 
Chapter 41 is hosting an airport open 
house and fly-in starting at 9 a.m. Saturday 
at Brennand Airport in Neenah.

Among the free event’s attractions will 
be airplane rides, special airplanes on dis-
play, a radio control static display and the 
Theda Star helicopter, along with raffle 
prizes and concessions.

Chapter 41 is one of more than 900 lo-

cal chapters of the EAA, the world’s larg-
est organization dedicated to recreational 
flying. 

Brennand Airport, at 3282 Breezewood 
Lane, is open year-round and serves light 
aircraft with a 2,450-by-30-foot paved, 
lighted runway. With about 50 aircraft 
based there, the airport has been a haven 
for recreational aviation since 1967. 

For more information check out eaa41.
org or fb.me/e/2NiorfzzZ.

Submitted photo

An aerial shot of the Brennand Airport.

Device policy
from Page 1

Public urged to prevent bird-window collisions
Millions of songbirds hatched in Wis-

consin over the summer will fly south for 
the first time starting in September, and 
Winnebago Audubon is asking area resi-
dents to help prevent the migrating birds 
from colliding with home windows.

Window collisions are a major threat 
to bird populations and one reason why 
many favorite songbird species have de-
clined significantly over the past 50 years. 

Winnebago Audubon is joining with 
other bird groups to offer two free webinars 
Aug. 23 to demonstrate three ways that res-
idents can fix home windows to prevent 
bird collisions. The webinars are at noon 
and 7 p.m., and can be accessed by regis-
tering at sossaveoursongbirds.org/webinar.

A follow-up to the webinar is set for 3 
p.m. Aug. 27 at the Oshkosh Food Co-op, 
155 Jackson St. On display will be samples 
of the options that help prevent bird-win-

dow collisions and 10 window collision 
tape kits will be given away.

The webinar will be presented by Bren-
na Marsicek, who coordinates Madison 
Audubon’s Bird Collision Corps volun-
teers who work with building owners to 
deal with the most problematic windows.

Marsicek will talk about why birds col-
lide with windows and which windows 
are likely the biggest problems. She will 
demonstrate three easy ways to prevent 
collisions: dot decals, a curtain of para-
cord hanging on the outside of the win-
dow, and using tempera, or washable 
paint, to make a design on the outside of 
the window to break up reflections. 

The webinar is part of the Stop the Fall-
out From Window-Collisions campaign 
by the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Part-
nership, a collaboration of 180 conserva-
tion groups and allies.
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Right decision should set Zephyrs up for success
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Football coaches make hundreds of de-
cisions every game. 

Yet, it was a decision Josh Young made 
away from the sidelines that should set 
the St. Mary Catholic football team up for 
success as the program transitions back to 
11-player football this season. 

Before the start of the 2022 season, 
Young went to the school’s administration 
with an idea for the junior varsity football 
team. Although the varsity squad was go-
ing to be participating in 8-player football, 
he wanted to see if his younger players 
could play an 11-player schedule.

“I just said, if we could play 11-player 
(football), it might 
be in our best inter-
est. If we are play-
ing 8-player for the 
underclassmen, it’s 

not going to help them,” Young said. “It 
was more for the experience, get the kids 
out there playing so when they are here 
now, it’s not a shock to them. One hun-
dred percent that was one of the smartest 
things we did, no matter how crazy we 
thought it was at the time.” 

Young said the team will be running 
some slightly different things from last 
year, but the comfort with the formations 
and processes is at a high level. 

“It’s not completely different,” said senior 
John Schultz. “We got a lot of good expe-
rience last year in preparation for this year 
so I don’t think it feels too much different.”

The Zephyrs had plenty of success the 
past two seasons playing 8-player foot-
ball – the program went undefeated each 
year – but last year’s team relied heavily 
on a large group of seniors who have now 

moved on. 
Young said there are some key returnees 

from last season but there will also be a lot 
of new faces taking the field on Friday nights. 

“It’s very different. We only have five 
seniors this year,” Young said. “We have 
some juniors stepping up into big roles 
and even some sophomores who played 
on varsity last year.” 

One area that Young is confident in is 
the team’s skill-position players, led by se-
nior running back Ashton Post.

Post was the Offensive Player of the 
Year and led the league in rushing in the 

Zephyrs’ 8-player conference last season 
and is expected to once again be a key con-
tributor for St. Mary Catholic. 

The bulk of the other players will be in-
experienced but Young believes the talent 
is there. 

“There is a lot of talent in the skill po-
sition players all-around, from fresh-
men through seniors,” Young said. “John 
(Schultz) and Greg Wheeler will get some 
carries as well and we have some freshmen 
who are really good runners, too.” 

Young also has confidence in senior 
Garrett Wenninger, who will take over at 

quarterback this season, while Maddux 
Dwyer is also in competition at the posi-
tion. 

Wenninger, who replaces two-time first-
team all-conference quarterback Danny 
Griffin, said he’s ready for the role. 

“Not really,” Wenninger responded 
when asked if he felt pressure moving into 
a starting role. “We got a lot of good guys. 
Good guys blocking, good guys at wide re-
ceiver, so I’m surrounded by a pretty good 
group of guys. They are dogs. We’re ready.”

Young said one of the question marks 
for the squad will be its offensive line, 
however, the defensive line will be led 
by returnees Daniel Harness and Sean 
Ortscheid and anchor the Zephyrs’ efforts 
on that side of the ball. 

In its return to 11-player football, St. 
Mary Catholic will spend this season play-
ing in the Trailways Conference before 
switching to the Eastern Wisconsin Con-
ference for the 2024 season. 

Finding a home in a conference means 
that St. Mary Catholic has the opportu-
nity to make the postseason – something 
that wasn’t possible in 8-player football 
because of the school’s enrollment. 

“It’s huge. When we told the kids we 
were playoff eligible if we can qualify, they 
were pretty excited,” Young said. “The last 
two years, we won all of our games and 
that was it. The season is just over. Now 
the kids know that if we qualify , we’re in 
the playoffs.”

That’s exactly where the Zephyrs want 
to end up.

“That’s the goal and to have a long play-
off run,” Schultz said. “We just have to be 
intense. Bring the intensity every day.” 

Football 
 PREVIEW

Neenah News

St. Mary Central head coach Josh Young talks to his players during a special teams portion of a 
practice earlier this week.

See Football preview on Page 10

20232023
Football schedules

SEPTEMBER BARGAINS OF THE MONTH®

ST. MARY CATHOLIC
Aug 18 Rosholt 7:00pm

Aug 25 @ Ozaukee 7:00pm

Sep 1 @ Johnson Creek 7:00pm

Sep 8 Pardeeville 7:00pm

Sep 15 @ Fall River 7:00pm

Sep 22 @ Deerfield 7:00pm

Sep 29 Randolph 7:00pm

Oct 6 Lourdes Academy 7:00pm

Oct 13 @ Cambria-Friesland 7:00pm

Home Games - Boldface – SMCS Zephyr Field

NEENAH HIGH SCHOOL
Aug 17 De Pere 7:00pm

Aug 25 @ Menasha 7:00pm

Aug 31 @ Appleton East 7:00pm

Sep 8 Kaukauna 7:00pm

Sep 15 @ Oshkosh West 7:00pm

Sep 22 Appleton North 7:00pm

Sep 29 @ Kimberly 7:00pm

Oct 6 Fond du Lac 7:00pm

Oct 13 @ Oshkosh North 7:00pm

Home Games – Boldface – NHS Rocket Stadium

KRUEGERS
999 Winneconne Ave,Neenah

920-722-1588

Monday-Friday 8am-6pm

Saturday 8am-5pm • Sunday 9am-2pm
Sale ends 9/30/23

8.99
YOUR CHOICE
Feathered
Friend® or
True Value®
Wild Bird Food

L 110 407; 501 272

8.99
YOUR CHOICE
Homepointe®
12-pk.
Mason Jars
W 105 010, 012 B2

-4.00
REBATE*

27.99
SALE PRICE

Zinsser®

1 gal. Bulls Eye 1-2-3®
Primer P 669 630 B4 *Not eligible
for TVR Instant Rebate. Limit 5 per offer.
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Rockets ready to soar 
again in rugged FVA

There is certainly plenty for the Neenah 
football program to be excited about en-
tering the 2023 season. 

Not only do the Rockets get to debut 
their brand-new Rocket Stadium, but 
there will be plenty of talent taking to the 
turf when Neenah opens the season next 
Friday against De Pere. 

“Our confidence coming in is high. 
We had a really nice offseason, the kids 
worked really hard,” head coach Steve 
Jung said. “We have talent, but it’s 
blue-collar talent. Hard work is our man-
tra. We tell the kids to come in and get 
better each day.”

Spearheading Neenah’s offense this sea-
son will be a pair of juniors who played 
key roles on last year’s co-Fox Valley Asso-

ciation champions. 
Quarterback Evan Vanevenhoven 

proved to be a true dual threat, rushing for 
nearly 1,200 yards and 14 touchdowns, 
while throwing for 11 scores while com-
pleting 67 percent of his passes. Grant 
Dean was one of the team’s leading receiv-
ers and will make the switch to running 
back this season. 

“Evan is special. He makes things hard 
on our defense in practice. He and Grant 
are going to be a tough duo to deal with,” 
said Jung, who also named Joe Drawenek 
as a player who will get carries out of the 
backfield. “Coach Jorgensen is really cre-
ative in finding space for those (Evan and 
Grant) and we have some other guys out 
there that if they are keying those guys too 
hard, there are going to be other options 
as well. Offensively, we are going to be 
tough.”

Those runners will also have some 
experienced senior blockers in front of 
them led by center Nate Cleveland, who 
has earned all-FVA mention the past two 
seasons, last year’s first-team tight end in 

Luke Keller and returning starter at tackle 
Owen Grotenhuis. 

Along with those three, senior Aiden 
Barr and juniors Alex Alatorre, Blake Fish 
and Tate Rajotte are also in the mix to play 
on the offensive line.

“All of those new guys did a great job 
on the offensive line on JV last year,” Jung 
said. “This may be our best offensive line 
we’ve had in a couple of years.” 

As strong as the offense is looking, the 
defense – which returns seven starters 
from a year ago – may be even more im-
pressive. 

Neenah’s defense held nine of its 11 op-
ponents to less than 21 points last season, 
with the only team to climb above that 
mark was state champion Kimberly.

Dean and junior Luke Jung will anchor 
the secondary, while seniors Connor Bri-
ones and Aiden Carey return at linebacker. 

Briones finished second on the team 
in solo tackles last season, while he, Jung 
and Carey were among the team’s top six 
tacklers from last year. Dean led the team 
in interceptions with three, while Carey 
added two.

Briones, Jung and Carey are the top re-
turning tacklers for the Rockets. 

Seniors Sam Scheer and Hudson Tam-
ulion will anchor the Rockets’ defensive 
line. 

“We are not going to sneak up on any-
body this year,” Jung said. “We have to 
come in with the mindset that every game 
is going to be a battle and we are going to 
have to work for every victory we get.”

Victories do not come easy in the FVA 
either and Neenah will have to be at the 
top of its game on its home field. 

All three of the Rockets’ home confer-
ence opponents this season – Kaukauna, 
Appleton North and Fond du Lac –  made 
the playoffs last season. 

“The top six or seven teams in this con-
ference are really, really good,” Jung said. 
“Every week we know we have to work our 
butts off as coaches with our game plans 
and get the kids to work their butts off as 
well.”

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied
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NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

CROISSANTS

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissants

Scan to see
croissant flavors

Neenah, WI

www.loveofcroissants.com

instagram@LoveofCroissants

Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920)-508-0030

Join us Sundays
10:00 AM& 6:00 PM

1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, WI

www.applevalleypress.org

• Christ crucified for sinners
• Sincere and faithful Bible teaching
• Reformed theology and worship

407 Oak St., Neenah
www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Worship Times: Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A]
h

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

1228 S Park Ave Neenah, WI 54956 · (920) 725-0510
admin@peaceneenah.com · www.peaceneenah.com

Service Times: Saturdays 5pm, Sundays 9am
Sunday Adult Bible Study: Sundays 10:30am
Sunday School: Sundays Sept. - May at 10:30am
for age 3 - 8th Grade
Youth Group: Sundays September-May for
Highschool

Neenah News

The Neenah High School football team practices on the turf at its new home field.

Football preview
from Page 1

Neenah takes 
aim at another 
strong FVA run
Neenah News

With a pair of golfers returning who 
earned all-conference mention last sea-
son, Neenah looks to once again be a chal-
lenger in the Fox Valley Association. 

The Rockets went 8-1 in the dual meet 
season and took third at the conference 
tournament to finish in a tie for second 
place in the league. Neenah’s only dual 
meet loss came to con-
ference champion and 
state qualifier Kaukau-
na.

Adam Hendrickson 
takes over the program 
as the head coach, re-
placing Chad Berken. 
Hendrickson is new 
to the program and 
is looking forward to 
leading the Rockets 
into the new season.

“We have a good 
core of returning play-
ers and a lot of eager youth. I fully expect 
there to be a lot of growth and improve-
ment over the course of the season,” Hen-
drickson wrote in a email to the Neenah 
News. “Kaukauna is the class of the FVA, 
but I expect us to have a solid dual meet 
season and finish in the upper half at our 
conference meet.”

Neenah’s last FVA girls golf title came in 
the 2010 season, while the Rockets have 
won six conference crowns overall in their 
history.

Leading the way this year for the Rock-
ets will be a pair of seniors in Natalie 
Quella and Aubrey Oitzinger. Both play-
ers were honorable mention all-FVA last 
season, while Quella narrowly missed 
earning a spot on the all-conference sec-
ond team.

Quella led the Rockets last season at the 
FVA meet, while posting a top-10 finish at 
Neenah’s WIAA Division 1 Regional meet 
where the team placed third to advance to 
sectionals. 

Oitzinger tied for the Rockets’ low 
round at the WIAA Division 1 sectional, 
falling five shots short of advancing to the 
state meet as an individual. The Rockets 
placed fifth among the eight teams at the 
sectional meet. 

Senior Annabelle Hodges is expected to 
be in the varsity lineup this season along 
with junior Annika Searles, while the final 
varsity spot is to be determined.

The Rockets will open up their season 
with a 14-team invitational at High Cliff 
Golf Course on Monday.

Hendrickson

Girls golf 
 PREVIEW
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What sets Gabriel apart from his peers 
is that he was born with spina bifida, an 
opening of the spinal column. Paralyzed 
below the waist, he has no sensation be-
low mid-thigh and uses a wheelchair.

Being physically restricted hasn’t 
slowed down Gabriel. Starting when he 
was a toddler, he participated in several 
5K marathons. While a student at Spring 
Road Elementary, he joined the running 
club, which culminated in completing the 
5K Fox Cities Marathon in his wheelchair 
alongside classmates. 

Last year, Gabriel completed the Fox 

Cities Half Marathon, a 13.1-mile route 
that he forged through, side by side with 
his father and grandfather, who was 73 
at the time. Although Dan was prepared 
to push his son’s wheelchair if he became 
tired, the only time Dan pushed Gabriel 
was through the water stations. 

“I would push him so he could grab a 
cup and drink it,” Dan said. “But outside 
of that, he pushed himself the entire dis-
tance, all 13.1 miles.”

That race attracted the attention of the 
Fitchburg nonprofit Paul’s Party, which 
provides recreational activities for chil-
dren in wheelchairs. The organization 
gave Gabriel a brand-new racing chair, 
which he hopes to use to complete the full 
marathon.

The Langlois family was aware Gabriel 
would need surgery just three months be-
fore the race, so he and Dan started prepar-
ing in advance. After school, Gabriel would 
put on up to five miles. On the weekends, 
he and Dan were completing up to 16 miles 
around Neenah and could often be seen in 
local subdivisions and on the Loop the Lit-
tle Lake and Friendship Trail. 

In early June, Gabriel underwent spi-
nal fusion, a procedure where rods were 
placed along his spine to help straighten 
out scoliosis. Recovery hasn’t been easy. 
An infection has repeatedly put Gabriel 
back in the hospital, sometimes for weeks 
at a time. He’s undergone four operations 
to clean out the wound and quell the in-
fection. 

“Hopefully yesterday was the last one 
and we can get back on that path of heal-
ing,” Dan said late last week while at Chil-
dren’s Wisconsin hospital in Milwaukee.

With race day fast approaching, Dan 
hasn’t given up hope that he and Gabriel 
can still participate, but the family’s focus 
right now is getting him home and healed. 
Dan said he’s prepared to help his son meet 
his goal of finishing the marathon, even if 
that means Gabriel needs to be pushed in 
his wheelchair. 

“I do believe that if he can push like 
two miles and I push one, it shouldn’t be 

an issue,” Dan said. “Obviously, it’s gonna 
slow us down quite a bit. But you know, 
we were never in it really to win it. We’re 
in it to finish. So that is the plan, to finish 
the race.”

The Langlois are no strangers to chal-
lenges. Gabriel is one of four children 
Dan and wife Sara adopted that have 
special needs ranging from fetal alcohol 
syndrome, autism, cerebral palsy and de-
velopmental delays. But Gabriel’s perse-
verance has made him into a sort of role 
model for his siblings. 

“One thing that has been good for all 
of them to see is the way that Gabriel is 
willing to dedicate, and commit, and fol-
low through on these goals,” Dan said. “I 
think it’s actually kind of inspired them 
and helped them to understand that life 
isn’t all about watching YouTube videos 
and whatever else teen and preteen kids 
do, and I think they’ve drawn some inspi-
ration from him as well.”

When it comes to crossing the finish 
line, Gabriel also inspires spectators and 
the other participants. 

“Just seeing that he’s not letting any-
thing slow him down or get in the way of 
what he wants to do, even though he’s in 
a wheelchair,” Dan said. “He’s your typical 
teenage boy who just happens to not be 
able to walk.”

Marathon
from Page 1

Neenah News

The Oak Hill Cemetery chapel has been refurbished by local contractors. 

The windows hadn’t been painted in a 
long time; but you could see what was.”

Bergstrom said he inquired about re-
storing the chapel and was informed the 
city didn’t have the funds. 

“So piece by piece we got the appropri-
ate people – craftsmen – to fix it up,” he 
said.

Five contractors and 
about 15 subcontrac-
tors were brought in 
to restore the building. 
The contractors used 
historic drawings to 
preserve the chapel’s 
integrity. 

A new entranceway 
and gates were built 
and the fences re-
paired. The stone walls were repaired and 
missing stones replaced. New floors were 
installed and heating, electric and air con-
ditioning added. 

The original pews were no longer in the 
chapel, so new pews, an altar and heavy 
wooden doors were added. The stained 
glass windows were restored and de-
signed to light up from the inside at night. 
A courtyard area is now situated between 
the chapel and the mortuary vault as a 
gathering space. 

A security system was also added and 
Bergstrom funded construction of a new 
storage building to hold the supplies that 
were in the chapel.

A plaque in front is dated 2024, which 
Bergstrom noted is when the restoration 
was expected to be completed, but it was 
restored a year early. 

“Now on the 100th anniversary of this 
special little chapel, we as a family again 
bring it back to life as a thank you and a 
gift to the people of Neenah,” the inscrip-
tion reads in part. 

Bergstrom said he hopes the chapel will 
be used for funeral services, noting the 
city can use it for whatever purpose it de-
cides.

“We certainly want people to use it and 
enjoy it,” he said. 

He also plans on restoring the neigh-
boring mortuary vault next year, which 
is also in disrepair. Bergstrom shared that 
a running joke with Jeff Ogden of Ogden 
Plumbing was that the contractor would 
only help restore the vault if he gets first 
pick on a cubicle space. 

Bergstrom had a plate made for one 
of the vaults with Ogden’s name, date of 
birth and death date listed 100 years later, 
and placed it one space over from the one 
Ogden requested. 

“Just to pull his chain,” Bergstrom said 
with a laugh, “but he loves to go in and 
look at his plate.”

Bergstrom said he feels fortunate to be 
able to undertake projects like the chap-
el and vault restoration and feels it’s his 
family’s responsibility to give back to the 
community. 

“I think a big part of who we are as a 
business is, we really believe we have to 
take care of our guests, our customers, our 
teammates and our community,” he said.

Oak Hill chapel
from Page 1

Bergstrom

Lead Mechanical Engineer positions 
available at Kimberly-Clark USA, LLC 

(Neenah, WI). Provide design, develop-
ment, optimization and problem solving 
of personal care converting equipment 
and process solutions for the Absorbent 

and Air Systems Technology Develop-
ment team. Employee reports to office 
in Neenah, WI. Position may work from 
home, but must live within commuting 

distance of stated office. Apply at: www.
careersatkc.com.

AKC REG COCKER SPAN PUPS! Great Adorable 
Pets! ON SALE shots/wormed Call NOW! 920-
563-3410 mornings (#268588) (WCAN)

ARE YOU A PET OWNER? Do you want to 
get up to 100% back on Vet Bills? Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company has pet coverage 
that can help! Call 1-844-244-7146 to get 
a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.

com/wicp (WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts.  

Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

For Sale: 2004 Honda Shadow 1100cc. 
Mint. New Tires. 115 Professional Plaza, 
Apt. 335, Off Commercial Street. $2,800.

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display! 

All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI  

920-892-6006 Open Daily (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009  (WCAN)

REGISTERABLE POMERAINIAN PUPS Great 
Show dog/ Friend Vet chk/shots/dewormed 
Health Guar. $900 715-654- 5149 (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material, steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer - $500 discount + Add’l 
10% off install (for military, health workers & 

1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

PETTING ZOO &/OR PONY RIDES Mini Cattle, 
Horse, Donkies, Goats & Sheep. Perfect for 

Special Events, Private & Company. Call Whis-
per Hill Clydesdales 920-322-0636 (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

FS 6.5 ACRE HORSE ETT 4 bed 2 bath rms 
Barn wbox stalls arena shop ex location 3 

miles W of Hortonville WI $495K 920-878-
0005 no text or message keep trying (WCAN)

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Submitted photo

Gabriel Langlois, with father Dan right behind him, completes the Fox Cities Half Marathon 
last year.
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Kindness Poem
Write a poem about kindness.
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Ms. McAmity’s students wrote messages of kindness in chalk on the 
playground. But a little rain washed away some of the letters. 

Use the code to �ll in the missing vowels.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

L
M
E
M
O
R
Y
K
D
F

T
R
O
P
S
C
H
O
O
L

Q
E
N
F
B
T
Q
E
S
H

D
R
A
W
A
U
J
R
T
I

N
X
E
C
L
M
P
N
E
S

I
N
L
Z
H
F
I
C
Z
D

K
T
C
T
G
E
X
L
B
N

U
V
O
J
H
P
R
I
Y
E

O
B
X
Y
K
A
N
H
O
I

Y
R
O
T
S
G
N
W
S
R

BINGO
CLEAN
DRAW
FAMILY
FRIENDS
KIND
MEMORY
NEW
SCHOOL
SPORT
STORY
TEACHER
THANK
TOYS
YOU

Do you remember a time you were kind to someone else?
Who was it?

What did you do that 
was kind?

How did it make you feel?

Draw a picture or write 
about that memory.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Standards Link: Language 
Arts: Discuss/write about a 
personal experience in detail.

Kindness News 
is Good News!

Standards Link: Use the newspaper to 
locate information.

Look through the newspaper 
for examples of people being 
kind. Cut them out and make 

a Kindness Poster.

Do you remember a 
time someone was 
kind to you?

Who was it?

What did they do that 
was kind?

How did it make you feel?

Draw a picture or write 
about that memory.

This is Trevor. He is new at 
school. He’s eating lunch all 
alone because he doesn’t 
know anyone yet.

Draw some new friends sitting 
with Trevor on the bench. It’s 
kind to introduce yourself and 
your friends to someone new!

Buddy
Bench

Read each of the acts 
of kindness on this 
Bingo card. 

Try to do each of 
these simple acts of 
kindness in the 
coming week. Color 
in a box every time 
you do one. Can you 
color in the entire 
Kindness Bingo card 
in a week?

Kindness 
Bingo

A little act of kindness can go a long way 
toward making someone have a better 
day. Can you draw a smile on each of 
these faces?

Send a 
cheerful letter 

to a family 
member

Help 
pick up 
litter at 
school

Read 
a story 

to a 
younger kid

Say
 “Thank You” 

to at least 
three people

Share 
your favorite 
book with a 

friend

Help 
clean up 

at 
home

Draw 
a picture 

for an elderly 
neighbor

Clear 
the table 

after a 
meal

Compliment a 
friend or 
family 

member

Thank 
your teacher 

for all 
they do

Be a 
good sport, no 
matter if you 
win or lose

Help 
set the 

table for 
dinner

Invite a 
younger kid to 
play a game 
with you and 
your friends

Compliment 
your 

school 
custodian

Pick up 
your toys 

without being 
asked

Listen to a 
friend who 

seems sad or 
upset

Talk 
to a child 

who seems 
lonely

High-�ve 
your 

principal
at school

Make a list of 
�ve great 

things about 
a friend

Make a list 
of �ve 

good things 
about you

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

In March of 2022, the kindergartners of West Side 
School in Healdsburg, California recorded 

laughter and messages they wrote to cheer people 
up. They set up a phone number where people 
could call and listen to these happy messages.

Their Peptok line received more than 11 million 
calls in a year!

Kids’ Messages Cheer Up 
Millions

The teachers came up with another good idea. 
They asked students to make posters with positive 

messages and hang them around their 
communities.

Posters are posted on telephone poles, in store 
windows, and on walls.

Posters That Cheer Up Your 
Community

Once you display your poster, take a picture of it 
and send it to: Woodword@kidscoop.com 

Include your first name, age and state. Some will 
be shared on our Instagram page.

Send Your Poster Photos to 
Kid Scoop!

FREE CLASSROOM RESOURCES!
A T T E N T I O N T E A C H E R S !

Newspapers in the classroom make the grade.

re you looking for teaching strategies that will motivate

your students and standards based materials to enrich your

curriculum? Do you want ideas that are designed for busy teachers and

ready for immediate use?

Register NOW for our

Education Outreach Program.

A copy of the Neenah News for each of your students delivered

weekly with resources at kidscoop.com for:

• Ways to introduce newspaper reading skills.

• Hundreds of newspaper activity ideas across the curriculum!

Call 920-385-4512 today for more information!


