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Distribution of federal cash revised

Supervisors critical
of reimbursement plan

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

More than four months have passed
since the Winnebago County Board of Su-
pervisors voted to send $145,000 in ARPA
dollars to each of the 21 municipalities or
towns primarily situated within Winneba-
go County, but none of those entities has
received that money and County Executive
Jon Doemel is calling the money a “refund”
rather than an allocation.

The county was awarded $33 million in
American Rescue Plan Act funds. While
other counties have moved forward on
spending their ARPA dollars, Winnebago

County has changed directions and spent
months on Doemel’s proposal to create
a “Spirit Fund” for the money to remove
federal reporting requirements. The funds
must be allocated by
2024 and spent by 2026
or the county loses the
money.

In March, the Coun-
ty Board approved
moving the money to
a newly created Spirit
Fund and allocating
$1435,000 to each of the
towns and municipali-
ties. Accepting the ARPA dollars came with
several requirements.

Towns and municipalities, which have
received other ARPA funding on different

Doemel

levels, were required to identify the ARPA
projects the county-controlled funds would
be used for. They need to provide a narra-
tive on how the projects follow the frame-
work identified by the ARPA commission,
ensure projects are completed within the
county boundaries, provide documenta-
tion that local and federal procurement
procedures are followed, document Spirit
Fund reporting and auditing requirements,
sign an agreement ensuring equal treatment
and spend the allocation by Dec. 31, 2024.

Doemel is now backtracking on the
County Board-approved resolution to send
the money to the towns and municipalities,
instead saying each entity will be reim-
bursed after spending the money.

See Funding process on Pace 10

Zephyrs musical

The sounds of “Oklahoma!” filled the stage at St. Mary Catholic High School last weekend as Zephyrs Community Theater
presented the classic American musical in four performances.

Neenah News

Education budget offers more questions than solutions

State funding shortfall
keeps schools guessing

By Patti Lee
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

About 832,000 students — more than
84% of all Wisconsin children — attend
public schools. The demographics are a
daunting mix of general education, gift-
ed, economically challenged and special
needs, including physically, intellectually
and emotionally challenged youth.

Each of these students enters their
school doors with every hope for a qual-
ity education, with their hopes inexorably
linked to the state’s education budget.

Public education advocates, school
board presidents, Neenah’s superinten-

dent and Fox Valley educators gathered
May 18 at Washington Park in Neenah
to celebrate the park’s Discovery League
Baseball Field, specially designed for
athletes with disabilities, and encourage
legislators to pass a Blue Ribbon School
Budget. The rally was part of a vast, coor-
dinated effort to put forward researched
and bipartisan recommendations to help
districts tackle the immense challenges
facing public schools.

Opening the rally, Neenah Joint School
District Superintendent Mary Pfeiffer ex-
plained that public schools are constitu-
tionally obligated to accept all students.

“We serve all kids every day and we
need the funding to serve all of these kids,”

See School funding on Pace 9

Photo from Fox Valley Advocates

Neenah Board of Education President Brian Epley speaks at a rally for special education fund-

ing held May 18 at Washington Park in Neenah.
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Home value increases detailed in appraiser report

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

The median home value in the city of
Neenah has more than doubled in the past
10 years, according to property appraiser
Kathy Engelbreth, who gave a presen-
tation at last week’s Common Council
meeting.

The city is conducting a revaluation of
all properties in 2023, with the last city-
wide revaluation completed in 2019. The
city assessor’s office is responsible for
valuing residential properties by review-
ing information about each house and
comparing it with other houses that were
recently sold.

Assessed values in Neenah are signifi-
cantly lower than market values based on
recent sales, according to the city’s web-
site. Engelbreth provided several exam-
ples of homes that have sold in the past
year at between $31,200 to $71,500 over
the asking price.

Neenah’s current assessment to sale ra-
tio is 86.8%. Revaluation ensures the tax
burden is equitably distributed among
properties in the city to better reflect actu-
al market values.

Engelbreth said the median home value
in Neenah in 2012 was $120,000, which
has steadily risen to a 2022 median value
of $256,000. So far in 2023, the median
home value is at $278,000. The value is be-
ing driven up by the lack of housing stock.

“There are more people looking for
homes than there are
homes available,” she

said.
Over the past year,
home listings were

down 32.6%. Engel-
breth said that fewer
homes on the market
create bidding wars
and drive prices higher.

“The homes that
have taken the biggest hits are the starter
homes and the lower to midrange condo
residential units,” she said.

The average assessed value of homes in
Neenah will increase this year by between
30% and 35%. Notices of assessment
change will be mailed to homeowners
Aug. 4.

After notices are mailed, the assessor’s
webpage will have an illustrative tax esti-

County on new communications platform

Winnebago County has adopted the
FirstNet high-speed broadband commu-
nications platform for services and public
safety needs.

All county departments have adopted
FirstNet by AT&T, including the Win-
nebago County Sheriff’s Office, which
highlighted the public safety aspect of the
platform last week in a press conference.

“The high level of availability provided
by FirstNet allows our deputies to stay
connected whenever needed across the

county,” said Winnebago County Sheriff
John Matz. “Whether we are deployed for
events like the EAA AirVenture Oshkosh,
responding to emergencies, or working
through winter storms, FirstNet allows us
to have the priority and, for first respond-
ers, preemption, that keeps our deputies
and communities safer.”

County first responders will have ac-
cess to FirstNet’s public safety ecosystem,
tools and capabilities, and secure network
built for public safety.

AT THE LEACH AMPHITHEATER
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3

THE REVIVALISTS
BAND OF HORSES

GATES OPEN 5:45PM

6PM-7PM — Early Bird
General Admission

After 7pm —
General Admission

Online In-Advance
General Admission

&
L2

WWW.WATERFEST.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO ON UPCOMING SHOWS

mator tool that residents can use to access
the estimated amount they would expect
to see on their tax bill.

The assessed values are posted online
after notices are mailed. A sales book and
sales map will also be available, which al-
lows homeowners to compare their prop-
erty values with neighboring values.

Open Book is scheduled from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. Aug. 22-24, when property own-
ers can come to the assessor’s office to
discuss their assessed value. Engelbreth
said owners can come into the office, call
or email any time after the assessment
change notices are mailed to discuss the
values.

Property owners who appeal the as-
sessed value may appear before the Board
of Review, with an initial date of Oct. 4.
That board reviews assessments and cor-
rects errors or omissions.

The city assessor’s website noted the
purpose of a revaluation is not to increase
property taxes but to ensure homeown-
ers are paying their fair share of taxes.
The revaluation does not change the total
amount of property tax revenue collected
by the city.

Neenah Historical Society

Island getaway

Onaway Island in Waupaca County
was purchased by Mr. S.E. Shattuck
in 1910. Over the years the program
at Onaway has changed and evolved
with the needs of our youth in the
community. When Brigade first used
Onaway, the camping experience was
almost entirely devoted to “roughing
it.” Taking advantage of the Chain
O’ Lakes has been a time-honored
tradition.

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Looking for a new
financial advisor?
Let's talk.

Shane Zillmer

Financial Advisor

675 Deerwood Ave Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

MKT-58940-A AECSPAD edwardjones.com
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Zoning protest ordinance removed in city

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

The city of Neenah voted 7-2 last week
to eliminate the ordinance that allows res-
idents opposed to a rezoning to submit a
protest petition that triggers a superma-
jority vote requirement for the rezoning
to move forward.

The ordinance is often referred to by the
acronym NIMBY (not in my back yard). It
was used for the first time in more than a
decade in December due to a zoning con-
flict between residents and a developer
who submitted plans to turn the vacant
9S-year-old Shattuck Middle School into
apartments and construct single-family
homes.

Residents who live in the vicinity of
Shattuck successfully brought forward a
rezoning protest petition that triggered
the supermajority vote requirement of
seven of the nine council members need-
ing to vote in favor for the rezoning to
move forward.

The Common Council voted against re-
zoning the property, which caused the de-
veloper to back out on the sale agreement.

The city’s ordinance has been in place
since at least the 1950s. In 2017, the pro-
test petition provision was repealed at the
state level, but municipalities could still
enforce an ordinance outlining a similar
process. Some municipalities, including
Appleton and Oshkosh, changed their
code to eliminate the rezoning protest pe-
tition option.

Alderman John Skyrms brought forth
a measure in May for the city attorney
and community development director to
examine Neenah’s ordinance, with those
officials recommending it be eliminated.

Gov. Tony Evers signed a bill into law in
June that eliminates the supermajority re-
quirement for rezoning statewide in 202S.
Last week’s council vote was on whether
the city should eliminate the ordinance
now, rather than waiting until the state
mandate goes into effect.

Two residents spoke in opposition of
eliminating the ordinance and two spoke
in favor at the meeting.

Aldermen Kathie Boyette and Todd
Stevenson were both vocal against chang-
ing the ordinance, stating that the council

Do you love the Neenah News?

LooRing for ways to support the work we do?

It’s easy!

Take a look around and support the local
businesses that support local journalism!

Let them know you saw their ad in the Neenah News.

Meals on Wheels for Seniors
Hot, Nutritious, Delivered

Delivered Monday-Friday over the noon hour.

Delivery area is within city limits of Neenah and Menasha.
$5.75 per meal, choose all/some weekdays.

Special diets can be accommodated.

It's a great time of year to start Meals on Wheels.
Call 920-727-5555 to sign up.

Valley VNA Senior Care
In-Home Care | Independent Senior Apartments
Assisted Living | Community Programs
1535 Lyon Drive | Neenah | (920) 727-5555 | valleyvna.org

Neenah-Menasha Meals on Wheels is a community collaboration of
Valley VNA Senior Care, the Neenah-Menasha Emergency Society, and
ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Neenah.

is rushing on eliminating it in advance of
the 2025 requirement.

Community development director
Chris Haese said that since 1987 the city
has had about 110 rezonings, on average
about three per year. He estimated that the
city could have as many

as 10-12  rezonings
before the statewide
mandate eliminates

the supermajority re-
zoning requirement in
2028.

“I mentioned it ear-
lier, this should have
m happened in 2017

Haese said. “To say
we're rushing, in my opinion, we're late.
We're six years behind.”

He added that the city needs to be equi-
table and each alderman deserves to have
their vote count equally.

“If you look at the state Legislature’s ac-
tion, in 2017 they gave cities the opportu-
nity to remove that (ordinance),” he said.
“They’re not making a change on January
1 of 2025, they’re making a mandate. You

shall not be able to do that. So clearly, there
is a feeling, at least at the state level, that
the decisions at the local level haven’t been
good and therefore they’re mandating it.”

Eliminating the ordinance doesn’t
change any other city processes and resi-
dents can still submit protest petitions.

Mayor Jane Lang noted the vote on
removing the supermajority rezoning re-
quirement passed the Legislature with bi-
partisan support of 130 in favor and one
against.

“We will continue to suffer from the
impacts of our serious housing shortage,
primarily with a shrinkage of our local
workforce, if we can’t attract workers and
provide them with housing options,” she
said. “Our business community will suffer
and we all lose when our businesses are
struggling and failing. The removal of the
protest petition language from our ordi-
nance that requires a supermajority vote is
the right thing to do.”

Boyette and Stevenson were the only
council members to vote against eliminat-
ing the ordinance, with the removal going
into effect immediately.

Missing man’s remains identified

Authorities have identified human re-
mains discovered in a marshy area of Little
Lake Butte des Morts in April as Neenah
resident Ju Lee, who was reported missing
last year.

Lee, 37, was last seen on Sherry Street
on Feb. 4,2022, and was believed to either
be walking or riding the bus. He was re-
ported to Neenah police as a missing per-
son in April of that year.

Human remains were discovered this
year on April 27 by two men who were
fishing from a boat in Little Lake Butte des
Morts. The sherift’s office responded to
the north end near Stroebe Road and re-
covered the remains with assistance from
Fox Crossing police.

Normal methods of identification
were not possible due to the state of the
remains. Through other evidence found
with the remains, a potential identity was
developed and Lee’s family was tentatively
notified in May.

The sheriff’s office worked with the
Winnebago County Medical Examiner’s
Office and the University of Wisconsin
Oshkosh to identify the body using DNA,
further forensic examination and other bi-
ological testing.

Officials confirmed the identity of the

Submitted photo
Neenah resident Ju Lee was reported missing
in April 2022.

remains as Lee last week. No other infor-
mation on the cause or manner of death
was released.

Neenah community policing coordina-
tor Joe Benoit said Lee was missing for a
substantial period of time and there is no
information to suggest he was missing un-
der suspicious circumstances. Police have
closed the missing persons case.

Input sought on county parks planning

Neenah News

The Winnebago County Parks Depart-
ment is seeking public input on outdoor
recreation planning as part of its update to
its Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan (CORP).

The CORP is a blueprint for future recre-
ation planning within the county and pro-
vides eligibility for participation in federal
and state grant programs. The online sur-
vey — found at winnebagocountywi.gov/
parks — and public meetings will gather in-
formation from current and potential park
and open space users to share their ideas.

“Public engagement is a vital compo-
nent to the creation of the plan’s objec-
tives and goals,” said Adam Breest, county
director of parks and expo. “The responses
will help the County understand how the
public uses our parks and recreational fa-
cilities, along with potential opportunities
for the future”

The first public meeting will be at 6 p.m.
Tuesday at the ].P. Coughlin Center in Os-

hkosh.

All parks, natural areas, trails and boat
landings managed by the Parks Depart-
ment are evaluated for overall variety,
accessibility, safety and programming
to provide recommendations for each
space. The Winnebago County Parks De-
partment produces a CORP every five
years, which helps it remain eligible for
much-needed grant funding.

“There are millions of dollars in grants
available and our CORP helps us tap into
those resources,” Breest said. “Funds dis-
tributed through state and federal grants
are vital to the parks system.”

The Parks Department oversees the
management and maintenance of about
1,000 acres, which includes the Sunny-
view Expo Center, Winnebago County
Community Park, Asylum Point Park and
Lighthouse, seven boat landings, six na-
ture preserves, two dog parks, and near-
ly 30 miles of trail on the Wiouwash and
Mascoutin Valley State recreation trails.
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Youth Go team veterans take leadership roles

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

Youth Go, which provides a safe and sup-
portive space for area youth, has named
longstanding employees Alice Zarda as ex-
ecutive director and Timothy Chappa as
associate director, succeeding Kelly Hicks,
who left in April for a position with the
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley.

Youth Go is a free nonprofit drop-in cen-
ter for children in fifth through 12th grade
at 213 Nicolet Blvd. in Neenah. The organi-
zation offers underserved and at-risk youth
resources and activities, snacks and meals,
positive role models and other programs.

Hicks served as executive director for 15
of the 18 years she was with the organiza-
tion. She accepted a position with the Com-
munity Foundation earlier this year and
Zarda and Chappa stepped in as co-interim
directors until the board filled the position.

Zarda has been with Youth Go for 22
years, most recently as outreach coordina-
tor. Among the programs Zarda helps facil-
itate are a range of activities for youth that
identify as LGBTQ.

“I'would say at least 50% of the kids on a
given night when you walk in the door are
probably identifying as LGBTQIA+ some-
where,” Zarda said.

She added the most meaningful pro-
grams Youth Go offers are those that give
young people access to activities they nor-
mally wouldn’t be able to participate in.

“When we get to take kids to a camp that
they wouldn't normally get to go to, or have
them participate in any of our field trips —
things that maybe their family wouldn’t be
able to do — those types of things are the
most rewarding,” she said. “Just getting kids
to experience something for the first time.”

To offer no-cost or low-cost activities,

Youth Go partners with United Way, con-
tracts with the Winnebago County Depart-
ment of Human Services and is funded by
grants, individual contributions and fund-
raising.

Chappa has been with Youth Go for 15
years, most recently as program supervisor.
He said depending on the programming,
the organization is serving up to 50-60 kids
daily.

tion she knew it was in a good place and ca-
pable hands.

The pair had already worked together for
1S years before teaming up to take over the
nonprofit’s leadership.

“I think it’s a great partnership,” Chappa
said. “We have strengths in different areas so
we can pick up where the other person may
not be able to handle something the best””

Zarda added that she and Chappa’s lon-

Special to Chappa is
the Badges for Baseball
program, which con-
sists of Youth Go staff,
local police officers
and high school assis-
tants coaching youth in
grades 4-8.

gevity with YouthGo
eased the transition.

“It was a lot easier
having someone who
had the experience
for so long, like I did,”
Zarda said. “We com-
plement each other, I

“Personally, baseball
is my favorite sport,” he
said. “So, to be able to
teach baseball to kids, and telling friends
that's how I'm making a living, I've had
friends who are jealous of what I get paid to
do”

Chappa is also known at Youth Go for his
love of The Price is Right, hosting a replica
of the national show for participants during
the organization’s family night for about 14
years.

“When I started doing my own version of
The Price is Right here, that obviously led
to something much bigger than I could have
ever anticipated,” he said.

In 2018, Chappa was selected as winner
of the show’s Superfan Contest. A segment
of The Price is Right was filmed in Neenah
and he was presented with a new Mini Coo-
per.

Both Zarda and Chappa said that taking
over after Hicks departed came with some
challenges, but when she left the organiza-

think, quite well”
m With Zarda accepting
the executive director
position in July, Chappa was promoted to
a newly created associate director position,
ensuring a smooth transition for the organi-
zation and familiar faces for the youth.
“Although it’s a huge leadership change

for our organization to have someone there
for 15 years doing everything, we don’t
want our community, our parents or our
young people to feel like there’s a change,”
Zarda said. “We want them to feel the way
that they’ve always felt”

Chappa added that the biggest goal is
ensuring the organization continues to sup-
port area youth.

“At the end of the day, it's about making
sure that Youth Go continues to grow and
continues to reach as many youth as we pos-
sibly can and make sure that we're setting
them up for success, when they are no lon-
ger able to come here as youth,” he said.

As newly named directors, Zarda and
Chappa said they hope to further the orga-
nization’s mission.

“Just seeing the kids grow up and watch-
ing them grow and mature, and go from
very high-energy fifth- and sixth-graders to
adults who have really set their course and
found some thoughts that they’re passion-
ate about, and thank Youth Go for the part
that we played in that,” he said.

Town of Neenah park gets some updates

Neenah News

Town of Neenah Chairman Bob
Schmeichel noted in his summer newslet-
ter some updates to three town parks with
improvements and additions.

A controlled prairie burn completed at
Conservancy Park will allow wild flow-
ers and grasses to flourish while the park
board will continue to work with Lakev-
iew School to promote student conserva-
tion education efforts.

Mahler Park parking lot will be repaved
and striped this year and is not expected to

interfere with soccer and baseball activi-
ties nor functions booked for the pavilion.

There will be no parking along South
Park Avenue from Bell Street to Commer-
cial Street during that time.

A permanent restroom facility will be
installed at Keating Park that will include
two ADA-compliant spaces and a utili-
ty room. Concrete walkways around the
building and a slab in front of the structure
for picnic tables with an open-air over-

head will be included.

Clothing - Outdoor Gear
Watersports
E-Bike & Bike Rentals
Boat Memberships & Rentals
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National Night Out events in city, village

Neenah News

Neenah and Fox Crossing will be hosting
National Night Out events Aug. 1 where
residents and families can meet local police
and emergency responders while enjoying
activities and demonstrations.

Neenah’s event will be at Memorial
Park from S to 8 p.m. with Neenah Police
Department and Neenah-Menasha Fire
Rescue staff on hand with some of their
equipment. The ThedaStar emergency
helicopter will be landing at the park at 7

p-m.

Family activities will include a bike
rodeo, dunk tank, games and prizes, fol-
lowed by the movie “Clifford the Big Red
Dog” starting at dusk.

Fox Crossing will have its event at Pali-
sades Park, 2525 Theresa Ave., with mem-
bers of the village fire department and
Gold Cross Ambulance on hand. There
will be food trucks, demonstrations, in-
flatables, and cops vs. kids kickball starting
at7 p.m.

Fox Cities Marathon seeking volunteer help

The Community First Fox Cities Mar-
athon presented by Miron Construction
is looking for volunteers to be part of the
Kwik Trip Volunteer Squad.

The positions provide many opportunities
to get involved leading up to and throughout
race weekend Sept. 15-17. People can regis-
ter at foxcitiesmarathon.org/volunteer.

WRIGHTWAY
920-232-5600

WrightwayBuilt.com

Financing Options

3 Easy Payment Options:
12 Months Same-As-Cash
6.99% Fixed Rate 5 Years
6.99% Fixed Rate 10 Years

Call for Details!

Photo by Ryan Clausen

Youth exhibitors bring the magic of agriculture to life at the Winnebago County Fair.

County Fair opens next week

Neenah News

The Winnebago County Fair returns
to the Sunnyview Expo Center grounds
starting Wednesday through Aug. 6 with
a full slate of grandstand entertainment,
midway rides and games, kids shows and
wide range of agricultural and youth ex-
hibits.

Grandstand  entertainment  starts
Wednesday with the T&C Rodeo and
Wisconsin Freestyle Motocross featuring
Cody Cavanaugh, and a fireworks show
to finish the night. Thursday’s grandstand
hosts a county tractor pull with Farm and
Hot Farm classes. NEW Motorsports and
a Badger State Truck & Tractor Pull head-
line Friday’s show. Saturday’s grandstand
holds the Demolition Derby presented by
Hollywood Motorsports Entertainment.

The fair’s Music Village lineup includes
Model Citizens on Wednesday, Brady
Lee on Thursday, Shotgun Jane and The
Dweebs on Friday, and Mistakes Were
Made, Crankin’ Yankees and Fire on High
for Saturday.

Family entertainment acts will be per-
forming three times daily between 11
am. and 5 p.m. with show hours listed at
entertainment locations throughout the
fair. Royal Legacy Circus, Pleasure Valley
Farm, Nick’s Kids Show, the Kids Celebra-

tion game show, catch-and-release trout
fishing and Bear Hollow Wood Carvers
are some of the offerings.

Special entertainment Friday includes
the Claire Coats Memorial Horse Pull at
11 a.m. in the outdoor arena, a polka band
from noon to 4 p.m. in the family tent and
the Horizon Formal Dairy Show at 7 p.m.

Teacher Day is Thursday for Winnebago
County elementary teachers who can at-
tend to learn about 4-H programs that can
be offered in the classroom.

Exhibition barns open at 8 a.m. dai-
ly, gate charges begin at 9 a.m., the Expo
Building also opens at 9 a.m., and family
and kids entertainment begins by 11 a.m.

Daily tickets are $12 in advance until
Tuesday and $15 at the gate, and include
parking, grandstand shows, live bands,
family entertainment, exhibits and barns,
and unlimited carnival rides. Single tickets
can be used for any one day of the fair.

A five-day pass, which includes Fair As-
sociation annual membership but does
not include carnival rides, costs $35.

Go to winnebagocountyfaironline.
com for schedule and events details. Vol-
unteers are still needed to help with the
fair setup and cleanup that started this
week and can sign up through the fair’s
Facebook page.

Backpack program seeks to Stuff the Bus

Dave Mader State Farm Agency is hold-
ing a “Stuff the Bus” event in support of
students in the Neenah Joint School Dis-
trict by donating backpacks for students
in need.

Community members visiting Walmart
from 2 to 7 p.m. Aug. 10 and 11 can par-
ticipate by obtaining an insurance quote

from the agency and in return, a back-
pack will be donated to the Neenah Joint
School District on their behalf.

The event is aimed to help students get
the necessary resources to succeed aca-
demically through the backpack donations.
Call or text 920-722-6021 or email dave@
davemader.com for more information.
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Go wild with variety of local nature journeys

By Rob Zimmer
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Summer is in full swing and I've received
the question many times about places to
enjoy the outdoors that are close to home,
even right in town.

Fortunately, we are in a prime location for
outdoor and nature activities and enjoy-
ment. Without even leaving Neenah there
are a wealth of wonderful opportunities to
help individuals and families get out and go
wild this summer.

Whether you are brand new to the area or
have been here your whole life, chances are
there are places you have yet to discover.

Naturally speaking, Neenah is perfectly
positioned. The Fox River channels, Little
Lake Butte des Morts, Lake Winnebago —
as well as wild shorelines and rich waters
filled with fish and mussels and crayfish and
other prey for wildlife and birds - all make
our area the perfect place to enjoy wildlife
watching and outdoor activity throughout
the year.

One of the most beautiful and rich places
to enjoy the outdoors is Kimberly Point
Park at the mouth of the river. Here, year-
round, birdwatching is spectacular. There is
ample room for hiking, biking, rollerblad-
ing, a peaceful place for yoga in the park and
so much more. Kayaking and canoeing are
also popular along the waterway.

Of course, the channel at Doty Island is
especially beautiful, tranquil and attractive.

Throughout downtown Neenabh, the river
offers wonderful wildlife watching opportu-
nities and beautiful places to hike, bike and
enjoy.

American white pelicans flock to the
Neenah dam. They can also be seen fre-
quently on Little Lake Butte des Morts and

Photos by Rob Zimmer
Natural beauty in the Neenah area is found at
a wide variety of shoreline and wooded spaces.

the Friendship and Loop the Lake trails.

Bald eagles are also frequently seen all
along the river, year-round.

Several wooded parks and forest trails
provide quiet places to enjoy nature, bird-
watching and wildflower watching.

Wilderness Park offers trails that lead
through a variety of habitats. Cattail marsh,
mixed forest and forest edge are highlighted
here. This is an especially attractive spot to
enjoy migrating birds during spring and fall.

The School Forest, as it is affectionately
known, is another excellent place to explore
throughout the year. Spring blooming wild-
flowers and migrating birds give way to rich
forest shade and summer blooms. Fall color
here is spectacular.

Along the west shore of Little Lake Butte
des Morts, enjoy exploring the Rydell Con-
servancy, as well as the Wild Center, which
serves as the national headquarters of Wild
Ones native landscaping organization.

Other places to explore throughout the
summer season are Fresh Air Camp, Riv-
erside Park, the Neenah Conservancy off
County A, and the nearby Wiouwash Trail,
which can be accessed just west of the city.
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Credit card debt easier to manage in this region

By Randall Davidson
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Paying off credit card debt is easier in
some areas than in others.

Cost of living, average earnings, unem-
ployment rate and other metrics can all
affect how easy it is to pay off debt in var-
ious locations. The personal finance site
UpgradedPoints has studied these metrics
for 345 U.S. metro areas and its formu-
la found that residents in the Oshkosh/
Neenah area may have an easier time pay-
ing off such debt.

As inflation continues to affect house-
holds, many consumers are using credit
cards to help pay for basic expenses. As of
May, the Federal Reserve Bank of New York

reported that U.S. consumers now owe $986
billion on their credit cards, more than the
pre-pandemic high of $927 billion.

Inflation not only puts pressure on con-
sumer budgets but is also affecting credit
card interest rates. Increases in the Feder-
al Reserve’s federal funds target rate can
drive up credit card interest rates, making
it more expensive to carry a credit card
balance. For the past quarter century, the
average interest rate carried by a bank
credit card has been between 12% and
16%, but in the past year, the average has
increased to more than 20%.

The combined effects of inflation and
rising interest rates make it more expen-
sive to pay down credit card balances in

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum photo

The Glass Arts Festival returns to Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass on Aug. 12.

Glass Arts Festival returns to museum

Neenah News

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
presents its second annual Glass Arts Fes-
tival from 10 a.m. to S p.m. Aug. 12 on the
grounds and inside the museum at 165
North Park Ave.

“Focusing on our mission to provide
extraordinary glass experiences, we are
excited to offer our widely popular Glass
Arts Festival featuring the best in glass
once again,” said museum executive direc-
tor Amy G. Moorefield.

The admission-free,
event features glass art on display and

family-friendly

available for sale from more than 40 art-
ists nationwide, along with the opening
of a solo exhibition by Wes Hunting, the
first-place winner of last year’s juried art
competition.

Glass-blowing demonstrations will be
offered with the museum’s new mini-drag-
on “Ray,” where molten glass tempera-
tures top 2,000 degrees.

Entertainment will be provided by lo-
cal musicians and concessions from food
trucks. Activity tents will be available for
children to create their own art to bring
home.

Plexus-built Habitat home turned over to family

Plexus Corp. sponsored its first Great-
er Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity
home build in the community where it is
based, the only build in Neenah among
the 19 homes the area Habitat group is
building in 2023.

Started in April with 74 Plexus team
members volunteering more than 600
hours of their time and construction, the
project culminated Monday with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony and handing over
the keys to the chosen family.

“We are committed to our vision of
helping build a better world,” said Todd
Kelsey, Plexus chief executive. “By part-
nering with Greater Fox Cities Area
Habitat for Humanity, we can make a
larger impact and achieve something
more than we ever could have individ-
ually”

Plexus will also be the host sponsor for
the Smart Girls Rock event in November
presented by the Fox Cities Chamber of
Commerce.

full each month.

The study by UpgradedPoints shows
Oshkosh/Neenah residents well posi-
tioned to be able to pay off such debt. The
area came in at No. 36 among metro areas
with a population under 350,000 and at
No. 49 among all metro areas.

The survey showed only 1.9% of area
residents have delinquent credit card
debt, having fallen behind on making at
least the minimum monthly payments.

This statistic, combined with the area’s
low unemployment and lower-than-av-
erage cost of living, resulted in the good
showing.

The Wausau/Weston metro area did the
best in the entire country. Its No. 1 rank-

of eventd

Friday, July 28

Riverside Players presents “All Shook
Up,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park

Zephyrs Community Theater: “Dear
Edwina Jr” 6 p.m., St. Mary Catholic
High School

Saturday, July 29

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Top of the Lake Race, 9 a.m., south-
east of Doty Island

“Fiona’s Guardians” book signing by
Dan Klefstad, 1 p.m., Lyons Fine Books,
127 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Riverside Players presents “All Shook
Up,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park

Zephyrs Community Theater: “Dear
Edwina Jr” 6 p.m., St. Mary Catholic
High School

Sunday, July 30

Riverside Players presents “All Shook
Up,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park

Zephyrs Community Theater: “Dear
Edwina Jr” 2 p.m., St. Mary Catholic
High School

Monday, July 31
Storytime, 10 a.m. The Plaza and

ing was the result of higher average medi-
an earnings and a cost of living rated 10
percent below the national average.

Other Wisconsin metro areas in the sur-
vey included Fond du Lac at No. 8, Apple-
tonatNo. 9, Green Bay at 21, Racine at 34,
Janesville/Beloit at 41, Sheboygan at 43,
Milwaukee/Waukesha at 66, Eau Claire
at 83 and La Crosse/Onalaska at 92. As a
state, Wisconsin ranks sixth best overall.

The 10 worst metro areas for ease of
paying off credit card debt are all in Cal-
ifornia, with Bakersfield last in the rank-
ings. California was the worst state overall.
South Dakota had the best numbers.

The entire study is at upgradedpoints.
com.

Globe Coffee
Tuesday, Aug. 1

Downtown Neenah Blood Drive, 8
a.m., DoubleTree hotel

Neenah Community Band, 7 p.m.,
Riverside Park Pavilion

National Night Out, S p.m., Palisades
Park, Fox Crossing; Memorial Park,
Neenah

Wednesday, Aug. 2
Daniel LeClaire & Little Big Band, 6
p.m., Shattuck Park

Thursday, Aug. 3
Out to Lunch Concert with Barefoot
Americans, 11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park

Friday, Aug. 4
Summer Sale, 10 a.m., downtown
businesses

Saturday, Aug. 5

Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8
a.m., Shattuck Park

Kids’ Triathlon, 8 a.m., Neenah Pool

Summer Sale, 10 a.m., downtown
businesses

Monday, Aug. 7
Storytime, 10 a.m., The Plaza and
Globe Coffee

Tuesday, Aug. 8
Neenah Community Band, 7 p.m.,
Riverside Park Pavilion

Wednesday, Aug. 9
Murphy’s Law, 6 p.m., Shattuck Park

Photo from Plexus

Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity and its Plexus build team provided a new
home for this family with a ribbon cutting held Monday to hand over the keys.
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School funding
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she told the crowd. “We need to lift up our
staff, recognize their profession and have
the funding to support them.”

Most, if not all, Fox Valley school dis-
trict funding has been frozen below the
state average for decades. Emphasizing
that point, Neenah School Board Presi-
dent Brian Epley said “Wisconsin’s cur-
rent public education funding system is
based on a decision 30 years ago to freeze
funding at arbitrary levels and continues
to disadvantage districts across the state.
We must increase funding for low-spend-
ing districts.”

“This should not be a partisan issue,” said
Oshkosh Area School District Board Presi-
dent Beth Wyman. “This is a student issue.
We have a choice. Will we show our support
for this state and keep Wisconsin a strong
public school state? Or will we accept the
funding policy, not increase the funding
and see our performance slip away?”

Local state legislators were invited to the
rally and presentation, with those in atten-
dance including District 19 Sen. Rachael
Cabral-Guevera and Assembly District 55
Rep. Nate Gustafson, both Republicans,
along with Rep. Lee Snodgrass, an Assem-
bly District S7 Democrat. Cabral-Guevera
and Gustafson departed early, citing previ-
ous commitments.

Throughout the budget process, repre-
sentatives of the Fox Cities Advocates for
Public Education (FCA4PE) met individ-
ually with every local legislator to discuss
the longtime challenges facing their pub-
lic schools. FCA4PE contacted members
of the Joint Finance and Education com-
mittees and testified at a statewide Joint
Finance Committee budget listening ses-
sion during which 40% of all testimony
expressed the dire need for increased ed-
ucation funding.

On June 27, FCA4PE representatives
visited legislative offices in Madison with
a plea for legislators to speak with their
district school leaders before casting their
budget votes.

During a July 20 Zoom meeting with
FCA4PE’s Amy Nasr and Carol Lenz, the
two expressed frustration with the process.

“We've testified in front of budget listen-
ing sessions, we've reached out to them,
we've presented them this huge (more
than 100 pages) resource guide — but we
felt coming out of the budget that a lot of
that fell on deaf ears,” Nasr said. “None
of the bipartisan recommendations from
the Blue Ribbon Panel (eight Republicans
and three Democrats) were implemented
in the education budget.”

The education budget can be beyond
formidable even for seasoned budget
wonks because so much of it is caught
up in the rabbit hole of vouchers, char-
ter, private and public schools. Assigning
reimbursement has a loose methodology
based upon head counts with accounting
deadlines of the third week of September
and second Friday in January.

Questions on how and when monies are

Promotions or
expansion at your
business?

Neenah

Email submit@neenahnewsnow.com
to connect with our editorial team

Submitted photo

Those attending a June 27 meeting in Madison with state legislators from districts in the great-
er Fox Cities area including (from left) Marcia Engen, Patti Clark-Stojke, Jackie Nider, Claire
Whelan, Ann Muenster, Jim Bowman, Natalie Bowman and Carol Lenz.

allocated to the school to which a child
transfers do not have a clear answer. “I'm
not sure,” “I don’t know;” and “Let me get
back to you” are common responses to
budget queries.

State Sen. Chris Larson, a Democrat
representing District 7, put forth nine
amendments to SB330, all of which dealt
with budget transparency. Of particular
interest to taxpayers are Amendment 8,
which requests monies to follow the child
should they return to a public school dis-
trict, and Amendment 9, which calls for
disclosure on tax bills of public school
spending. All nine amendments were vot-
ed down along party lines.

Under the approved budget, Wisconsin
will be operating for 16 years under ar-
bitrarily frozen spending with no adjust-
ments for inflation. In response, district
administrators and education advocates
have submitted these queries to the Leg-
islature:

$1.2 billion total education budget
increase: Please itemize what funding is
included in the $1.2B increase (i.e. public
schools, vouchers, property tax credits).
We request a LFB (Legislative Fiscal Bu-
reau) analysis to outline the total fund-
ing allocations for public schools and for
private schools. In that estimate, please
outline the impact for school districts that
are in your legislative district. Specifically
confirm whether the added $590 million
school levy tax credit is part of the $1.2 bil-
lion education increase and if this is in addi-
tion to the last budget’s $1+ billion already
allocated for the school levy tax credit.

Property tax implications: Please
clearly outline what the property tax in-
crease is for local taxpayers, and identify
any potential tax increases triggered by
both public and private schools. Please
pass legislation to itemize both public and

BAT PROBLEMS??

CALL MATT THE BAT GUY!

Residential & Gommercial
e Work is

Guaranteed
¢ Free Estimates

BADGERLAND

BAT REMOVAL, LLC
608-658-7813

private education spending on tax bills.
Taxpayers deserve to know how their
money is being spent.

Revenue limit adjustments:

For low-spending districts, will state
general aid pay for their adjustment to
$11,000 per pupil? Or will there be more
tax increases for local taxpayers? Please
request a LFB analysis that outlines the
impact per school district, so that school
districts can make educated choices when
preparing their budgets.

Even though the low revenue limit will
be $11,000/pupil, there are a significant
number of districts allowed to spend over
$14,000/pupil. This budget created an ad-
ditional disparity where voucher students
now will receive more funding per pupil
than many public school students. What
are your plans to resolve this disparity?
(All school districts in the Fox Cities and
Oshkosh fall into the low-paying district
category).

For high revenue districts, will state aid
cover the $325/pupil per year increases?
Or will this result in increases in local
property taxes? Please request a LFB anal-
ysis that outlines the impact per school
district so that school districts can make
educated choices on what to do with their
budgets.

Special education reimbursement:
Justify the disparity between the 33.3%
sum certain reimbursement rate for public
school students, while providing a 90%+
sum sufficient reimbursement rate for

voucher students, especially considering
that special education is a mandatory ser-
vice in public schools. Not only do public
schools service more students with spe-
cial needs, they service students that re-
quire higher cost services. This can require
an approximate average of 10-15% of their
general funds in order to fill the funding
gap, which impacts all programs and all
students.

(Underfunded special education totals
as of 2019 include Neenah, $7.6 million;
Menasha, $7.5 million; and Oshkosh,
$18.8 million.)

Transparency and accountabili-
ty: What are the requirements of pub-
lic schools that are optional for voucher
schools? All schools that receive public
funding should be equally accountable
and transparent. The use of public tax-
payer funds requires this. Children must
be safeguarded and protected. Students
of all religions, sex, gender identity, so-
cio-economic status, race, ability or dis-
ability deserve their constitutional rights
in any school receiving public funding.
The same school standards, rules and
regulation, curriculum guidelines, test-
ing requirements, teacher licensure, cer-
tifications, etc. should be required of all
schools receiving public funds. Only the
public school system is fully accountable
and transparent for children and taxpay-
ers. Only the public school is codified in
Wisconsin's Constitution.

To date, the Legislature has not re-
sponded to these queries. As expressed
by Nasr and Lenz, “We get nothing but
crickets” while noting that more than 71%
of Fox Valley residents voted to pass local
referendums in recent years in support of
adequately funding public education.

Freezing the reimbursements to
high-paying districts, some of which re-
ceive $24,000 or more per student, would
help sustain low-paying districts such
as Neenah, which is currently receiving
$10,000 per student. Another suggestion
is using a portion of the general fund sur-
plus to give every district inflation and
cost-of-living increases, and fully fund dis-
tricts in an equitable manner.

Republican concerns over the tax im-
plications of the budget and incremental
assistance provided by Gov. Tony Evers’
line-item vetoes are countered by Demo-
cratic legislators pointing to a general sur-
plus of more than $4 billion in the Gener-
al Fund and $1.8 billion in the Rainy Day
Fund to help solve the education funding
shortfall.

Blue Ribbon School Budget advocates
hope that with their research and policy
documents, transparency issues be at least
considered by the Legislature to deter-
mine what happens to the money and how
it affects students.
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Funding process
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District 1 Supervisor Rachael Dowling
told Doemel at last week’s meeting that she
received a call from Menasha Mayor Don
Merkes who said the ARPA allocations
were now described as a “refund check”

“I don’t remember voting on that in that
specific language,” Dowling said. “It was
just supposed to be a check written out, and
unfortunately last month it was deemed
an accounting error, so I'm just curious to
know.”

Merkes and Village of Fox Crossing
manager Jeff Sturgell confirmed they each
received an email from Doemel on June 29
that included the framework and an agree-
ment with instructions. The agreement in-
cluded new information that the funds will
be reimbursements, with the municipali-
ties required to submit invoices beginning
in September before the 15th of the month,
with payments to be made by the 15th of
the subsequent month.

Sturgell said Fox Crossing is apprecia-
tive of the funds but will wait for further
information regarding whether or not the
distribution process changes. Merkes said
Menasha is exploring the possibility of us-
ing the reimbursement to add additional
solar panels to the roof at Public Works to
offset energy use and reduce the city’s car-
bon footprint.

Doemel said reimbursements are the
easiest way to ensure the municipalities are
“doing the right thing” with the money.

“It’s harder to hold them accountable if
we just give them $145,000 and trust them
to do it and then maybe get the receipts lat-
er;” he said, adding that he needs to make
sure there’s a process for the finance de-
partment and director of administration to
track the money.

“It’s going to be really hard to dole it out
and then make sure that our reporting on
the back end and our audits line up,” he
said.

District S Supervisor Kay Horan said
many of the towns were expecting the
$145,000 but have no idea if or when that
money is going to arrive.

Doemel said there’s too much of a work-
load and he needs more staff. Shortly after
securing the county executive position in
2021, he hired Republican lobbyist Ethan
Hollenberger as his chief of staff without
board approval, a position that didn’t exist
prior to his tenure.

This year, Doemel has repeatedly tried
to bring forward a new innovation analyst.
The board voted not to add that position,
which would have cost $65,500 this year
and an additional $365,000 in labor costs
for2024-26.

Horan said the ARPA spending process
is confusing people.

“What it feels like to me is, we're playing
telephone and the further down the stream

it goes, the more confused it becomes and
by the time the last person hears it, it’s not
at all what it was at the beginning,” she said.

Director of administration Mike Collard
said the finance department is aware that
the approved resolution was not for a re-
imbursement “but that’s how they — at least
in the present time — drew up the draft of
the agreement because without seeing the
receipts, they’re not sure they’ll have the
paper, the accounting backup, to show the
proper entry to demonstrate to the auditor
that this money was used in accordance
with the directives of the board.”

District 28 Supervisor Nate Gustafson
questioned whether the purpose of the
previous resolution to designate the ARPA
dollars as lost revenue and then move it to
a newly created special revenue fund to be
used for projects “in the spirit of ARPA” was
to circumvent some auditing requirements.

At the time the Spirit Fund was approved
in March, director of finance Paul Kaiser
told the board the purpose of the change
was so the county would no longer have
to go through the strict regulations to have
projects done under the ARPA framework.

At last week’s meeting, Collard said that
resolution wasn’t to avoid ARPA require-
ments but was in relation to the reporting
requirements to the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment.

Gustafson said the process is getting
messy and there needs to be better commu-
nication to the municipalities about what’s
going on with the money they were prom-
ised, “instead of us having to come here,
month after month, asking where we're at
with it”

Board chair Thomas Egan said it’s dif-
ficult for municipalities to spend money
with the expectation of reimbursement
when the county has repeatedly put off
awarding the money.

Doemel said the county board approves
policies and appropriates money but his
position is responsible for the oversight of
county operations.

“What my team needs to pull this off is
what I'm trying to do,” he said.

Doemel confirmed that towns and mu-
nicipalities can send their bills and invoic-
es to the county to be paid off using the
$145,000 ARPA dollars they were prom-
ised if the other conditions are met.

District 12 Supervisor Maribeth Gabert
said the Town of Oshkosh was expecting
a check and they’re “pretty disgusted” that
they have to pre-spend the money because
the town doesn’t have an extra $145,000 to
spend.

“This is becoming a joke,” she said. “So, I
get the auditor part, but it’s almost like you
think these towns and other municipalities
don’t know what they’re doing. If there’s all
these rules that have come into play now,
how come these rules weren’t presented
to us when we voted on it? We really don’t
think that we're ever going to see that mon-

»

ey.

Wisconsin Watch photo

Wisconsin state Rep. Evan Goyke, D-Milwaukee, speaks during a meeting of the Joint Committee on
Finance on June 8. Goyke supported a proposal to spend about $960,000 over two years to create a
Sfive-person resource team to help local governments identify and apply for federal and state grants.

Proposal to help communities
access federal grants denied

By Bennet Goldstein
WiscoNsIN WATCH

Wisconsin's small communities could
obtain slices of the billions of federal dol-
lars allocated for infrastructure and re-
newable energy projects, such as upgrad-
ing drinking water systems or purchasing
electric buses.

But the Republican-controlled Legis-
lature has rejected a recent proposal to
help staff-strapped towns and villages cir-
cumvent the greatest barriers for bring-
ing home such funds: the federal govern-
ment’s time-consuming application and
record-keeping requirements.

In his two-year budget proposal, Dem-
ocratic Gov. Tony Evers pitched the cre-
ation of a five-person resource team to
help local governments identify and ap-
ply for federal and state grants.

“This is a small amount of state money
that can help local units of government
access large amounts of federal funds,”
Milwaukee Rep. Evan Goyke, the ranking
Democrat on the state’s budget-writing
committee, said during a June hearing.
“And what those federal funds can do lo-
cally can be transformational, but those
locals have to know the opportunity is
there and they have to have the technical
assistance.”

However, the GOP-controlled Joint

Committee on Finance rejected the
$960,000 measure along party lines be-
fore sending the budget to the full Leg-
islature.

Evers signed the budget July 5, vetoing
51 items from the $99 billion plan most-
ly authored by Republicans, including
scaling back a major income tax cut and
extending school funding increases for
more than 400 years. But because the
state grant team under his original pro-
posal would have created new positions,
Evers could not write them back into the
budget with his veto pen.

Wisconsin cities and villages, where
the median population is about 1,500, of-
ten lack the staff capacity to track, apply
for and manage grants.

“Wisconsin is a state of small towns.
We need to recognize the limitations,”
said Jerry Deschane, executive director
of the League of Wisconsin Municipali-
ties. “They simply don’t have a bunch of
bodies sitting around waiting to do feder-
al paperwork.”

In southwest Wisconsin, the village of
Cassville, population 777, contracts with
a local engineering firm for grant admin-
istration.

Keevin Williams, who retired as village
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Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,
needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4721

e

maxwellnesspr.com

D

WY Erie

A Insurance'

« Interior and Exterior
» Wallpaper Removal
« Residential & New Construction
» Over 30 years experience!
Call 920-722-5832

No pay until you're satisfied

Karen Schibline, CPCU
920.385.0782

Home ¢ Auto ° Life

PAINTING

Oregon Office Center
1429 Oregon Street
Oshkosh, WI 54902

INSURANCE
SERVICES
5y KAREN

o

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates
Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788

www.areawaterproofing.com

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissants

Neenah, Wi

www.loveofcroissants.com

[ — instagram@LoveofCroissants
croissant flavors  Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com
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Obituaries

John A. Zeinert

John A. Zeinert, age 95, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, July 23, 2023, at
Cherry ~ Meadows
Hospice, Appleton.
He was born Feb-
ruary 16, 1928, in
Neenah, son of the
late Alfred and Sarah
(Stacker) Zeinert.

John was a life-long
resident of the Fox
Valley. He graduat-
ed from UW-Oshkosh and received his
Master’s degree from UW-Madison. He
served in the US Air Force near Augsburg,
Germany, where he served as a cryptol-
ogist. On August 13, 1966, he married
Karen O’Neil at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Neenah. Together they enjoyed life in
rural Neenah.

John began his professional career by
teaching in the Kewaunee School District
for two years, followed by over 29 years
in the Oshkosh School District, spending
most of his time teaching history at Osh-
kosh North High School. In 1988 he was
given the Wisconsin History Teacher of
the Year award. He also believed in donat-
ing blood, and he reached the 13-gallon
level.

John was a member of the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Neenah-Me-
nasha, the Fox Valley Camera Club, Re-
tired Men’s Club, and was a member of
B.R.AW. Bluebird Association of Wis-
consin. John enjoyed photography, gar-

dening, blue birding, baking bread, and
traveling to Switzerland, Canada, and
around the United States. He supported
and enjoyed concerts of the Milwaukee
Symphony and the Fox Valley Symphony
Orchestras.
Carol
Rosenberg, sister-in-law, Pat Zeinert,
brother-in-law, Dennis (Sally) O’Neil;
nephews and nieces: Peter (Lisa) Rosen-
berg, Lyn (Tim) McCarthy, Ann Rosen-
berg, Scott (Gabby) Zeinert, Brad (Jody)
Zeinert, Christopher (Sarah) O’Niel, and
Teri O’Niel.

John was preceded in death by his wife,

Survivors include his sister:

Karen Zeinert, brother, Paul Zeinert, and
brother-in-law, Bob Rosenberg.

A Memorial Service will be held at
11:00 AM on Friday, July 28, 2023, at
the First United Methodist Church of
Neenah-Menasha, 108 W. Doty Avenue,
Neenah, with Rev. Ben Morris officiating.
The visitation will be held from 9:30 AM
until the time of service. Memorials may
be given to the First Methodist Church of
Neenah-Menasha or the Bluebird Resto-
ration Association of Wisconsin.

Westgor Funeral Home

205 W. Doty Ave. Neenah 920-722-
7151

Condolences:  westgorfuneralhomes.
com

Grant help

FrROM PacGe 10

president earlier this year after 27 years
in public service, said grant applications
and recordkeeping would be significantly
harder to handle without outside assis-
tance. A state team could be of great use
to communities lacking that resource, he
said.

But even for small municipalities that
employ staftf with expertise, federal pro-
grams aren’t always relevant to their
needs.

“Much of the funding at the federal
level tends to be for projects that we just
don’t have,” said David Carlson, adminis-
trator of Lancaster, a city of 3,907.

He pointed to a recently announced
program that seeks to increase connectiv-
ity in rural areas, funded under the Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law, which allocated
$550 billion dollars in new spending for
water, transportation, energy and broad-
band internet projects. The rural connec-
tivity program requires proposals to have
a regional impact, according to grant cri-
teria.

“Let’s face it, most small communities
don’t have transportation projects that
have regional impacts,” Carlson said.

Environmental lobbyists who backed
the grant resource team found most law-

makers actually supported the proposal
and observed a need for it within their
own communities. But a majority on the
Joint Committee on Finance nonetheless
opposed creating additional government
staff positions.

“It’s the very communities this was
most supposed to help that are going
to be most hurt by this rather political
decision,” said Jennifer Giegerich, gov-
ernment affairs director with Wisconsin
Conservation Voters.

Committee co-chairs Sen. Howard
Marklein, R-Spring Green, and Rep.
Mark Born, R-Beaver Dam, did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

Ultimately, the communities and states
that aggressively invest in staff capaci-
ty will be the ones that reap the federal
funding, Giegerich said.

“My hope is that in the next year,
there’s just gonna be so many opportuni-
ties coming down and so many commu-
nities in Wisconsin who are not able to
take advantage of them, that legislators
will see the error of their ways and hope-
fully include this in our next budget.”

This story is a product of the Mississippi River Basin
Ag & Water Desk, an editorially independent re-
porting network based at the University of Missouri
School of Journalism in partnership with Report
For America and funded by the Walton Family
Foundation.

Top of the Lake Race ready to set sail

Neenah-Nodaway Yacht Club’s annual
Top of the Lake Race is set for Saturday
morning with signup deadline at 8 p.m.
Friday.

The event, which is also open to keel-
boats from neighboring clubs, is a medi-
um-distance race beginning in Neenah,
going to the north end of the lake with a
destination finish at Stockbridge.

The skippers meeting for participants
is 7:30 a.m. with first warning to sail at

9 a.m. For spectators planning to follow
event, the fleet will arrive in Stockbridge
between 12:30 and 1 p.m.

The race will commemorate Josh Bev-
erlin, a junior sailor in the club who died
in 2013, who has a traveling trophy in his
honor that will be awarded to the Spinna-
ker division winner this year.

Go to https://nnyc.org for more infor-
mation.

Ziebell earns gold medal with
U19 USA Basketball squad

Neenah News

Neenah High School senior Allie Zie-
bell earned a gold medal playing with the
USA Basketball U19 Women’s squad at
the FIBA World Cup in Spain.

Ziebell played in all seven games for
the U.S. and averaged 15.7 minutes per
contest. The UConn recruit averaged 6.7
points per game, including a high game of
20 points in the Round
of 16 game against Ar-
gentina.

She also averaged
1.7 rebounds and 1.7
assists per game and
notched a team-best
four steals in the win
over Czech Republic
in the quarterfinals. m

Ziebell finished the
tournament as the top 3-point shooter
on the U.S. squad, making 14-of-37 (37.8
percent) attempts from behind the arc. No
other player on the U.S. roster made more
than nine 3s during the tournament. She
tied for 11th among all players in the tour-
nament in 3-pointers made and ranked
fourth in percentage among players who
attempted at least 35 3-pointers.

The U.S. won the gold medal with a 69-
66 win over Spain on July 23, capping off
a perfect run through the tournament,
which was held in Madrid, Spain.

The Americans rolled through the
Group phase of the tournament by beat-
ing Mali, Germany and Chinese Taipei

by an average of more than 45 points per
game.

In the Round of 16, Ziebell’s 20-point
effort — which included six 3-pointers —
fueled a 112-36 rout of Argentina before
a 121-61 thumping of the Czech Repub-
lic in the quarterfinals, with Ziebell going
3-for-4 from 3-point range to finish with
nine points.

Ziebell played a tournament high 22
minutes in the win over the Czech Repub-
lic.

The U.S. then beat France 80-57 in the
semifinals before taking down host Spain
69-66 in the title game, after being tied at
halftime.

Ziebell was one of 12 players selected
to represent the U.S. following a training
camp in May.

Ziebell enters her senior season at
Neenah as the reigning Gatorade Player of
the Year in Wisconsin and the Fox Valley
Association Player of the Year, after being
a unanimous first-team selection as well as
being named to the conference’s all-defen-
sive team.

Ziebell, who became the school’s all-
time leading scorer as a sophomore, av-
eraged 25.5 points per game last season,
while shooting 47 percent from 3-point
range and 91 percent from the free-throw
line. She also led the Rockets in rebounds,
assists, steals and blocks.

Last December, Ziebell committed to
women’s basketball powerhouse Con-
necticut.

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Employment

3 WEEKS & BE ON THE ROAD to a better
paying job! Train with us to get your (DL
without a wait list! 715-942-2700 ext. 102

BOXER POODLE MIX PUPPIES $400
715-921-9708

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT Put Your
Career in Gear!! Competitive wages & full
benefits. Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly
Home weekends, NO east/west coast, 28
central states. Van & Hopper Division. Agri-
culture experience a plus. Fox Valley company
since 1958
(all Frank 920-788-6242 or 920-858-0238.
Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

For Sale

ACA BOXER PUPPIES shots/wormed/vet
Ready Now! 3-F 3-M $1200 715-721-0141

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

REGISTERABLE POMERAINIAN PUPS 2F
Great Showdog or Friend. Playful Vetchk/
shots/dewormed $1200 715-654-5149

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking
qutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking
& longest lasting material, steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500 discount + Add'l
10% off install (for military, health workers &
1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs,
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510
920-821-6311

AKC CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL

PUPS dews/shots/vet/worm ready to go

$1000 715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522
(WCAN)

HOSTAS! Over 600 Field Grown varieties!
Open Daily - THROUGH LABOR DAY
12-5pm. 14028 Louis Corners Rd, KIEL, WI
920-894-2905 & 920-298-8334
CASH OR CHECK ONLY

AKC CHOC LAB PUPS Born 5/11 shots/
wormed $500 reserve 608-396-1374 608-
488-2393

MINI BERNEDOODLE PUPS, shots/dews/
wormedy/Vet Checked $800-5900 Friendly
& (an Deliver! 715-255-2661 (269146)
(WCAN)

AKC COCKAPOO PUPPIES 4-M 7wks old.
Gentle, lovable, non-shedding. 2-F 2yrs old
1-F 1yr old houstrained. $200 ea.
715-758-2185

PETTING Z0O &/OR PONY RIDES Mini
(attle, Horse, Donkies, Goats & Sheep.
Perfect for Special Events, Private &
Company. Call Whisper Hill Clydesdales
920-322-0636 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American Standard makes
it easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy
your shower again! Call 1-844-479-1327
today to see how you can save $1,000 on
installation, or visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/wcp (WCAN)

Miscellaneous

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your
budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers
& Buyers' Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Development
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.)

1-800-236-0737 www.pdsadnet.com

AREYOU A PET OWNER? Do you want to
get up to 100% back on Vet Bills? Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company has pet coverage
that can help! Call 1-844-244-7146 to get

a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.

com/wicp (WCAN)

POMERANIAN-MINI-AUSTRAILIAN SHEP
CROSS PUPS 2M-$250 10wk old
715-823-3052

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local
414-520-1612

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD PUPS shots vet
ck 1yrhealth guar $350 715-754-2682
(513867)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY
with a GENERAC home standby generator.
$0 Money Down -+ Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now
before the next power outage:
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

BICHON POODLE MIX PUPPIES & MALTESE
POODLE MIX PUPPY $400 715-921-9708

PUREBRED GERM SHEP PUPS Blk & Sable
shots/wormed parents onsite $250
715-754-2554

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member publi-
cations review ads to the best of their

ability. Unfortunately, many unscrupulous
people are ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY
AD THAT SOUNDS T0O GOOD TO BE
TRUE! For more information, or to file a
complaint regarding an ad, please contact
The Department of Trade, Agriculture
& Consumer Protection
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)
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ﬁ Find Kid Scoop on
Facebook
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= Wid ScooP.

FIFA Woimen's World CQup 850

The FIFA Women’s World Cup soccer

@Kid Scoon Together

 Roortor -

Interview a family member about a sport they played.
Write their answers on the lines under each question.

What was your favorite sport(s) to play as
akid or teenager?

The 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup tournament will

take place from July 20 through August 0. The @
teams will play in Australia and New Zealand. (18]

It takes a month to play all the matches that
will lead to one country taking home the trophy!

I drew a map to show the host cities where

Women’s World Cup matches will take place. @

The Awesome Trophy
By Mason

The Women’s World Cup trophy is

really cool. I tried drawing a picture

of it, but it took several tries to get it

right. Find the two that are exactly

the same.

Use the code to learn some facts
about the trophy.

[al=5

It takes a lot of practice to build @ @

the skills needed to compete for

aWorld Cup. Which soccer ball
belongs to each player?
L ook through
the newspaper
for 10 words
How n?aarllly that can be used
soccer balls 7
a@nyou to descri be@
find on this SOCCRY:
page? Standards Link:
Use the newspaper to
locate information. |
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Kid Scoop Puzzier

poubley . nie Word Search

Hil I'm Lily. I'm Mason. | love to I'm Zoe. And | love to These three friends championship began in 1991. It is held
llove soccer!  play and watch soccer! ~ READ about soccer! Put together soccer every four years. Soccer teams from
puzzles and fun fact countries around the world compete for
for th iss ecial S a chance to be one of the 32 teams that
Kid Sco 0 ’f pga make it to the Women’s World Cup.
ge . .
F’Fabout the I drew flags of the countries that What was yotl;‘rafta:o;:?tg’ thing about
A WOMEN’S have hosted the Women’s World Cup port:
WORLD cupr w tournament over the years. Do the
'ﬂ:ﬂh math to label each flag correctly.
= A 19 + 6 = FRANCE
14+7-SWEDEN 18+ 9=CHIN o GE
‘ 11+1l - CANADA _ 13+6=UNITED STATES 9% RMANY
[ 3
Australia and New Zealand i o
By Lily How did you react to winning a game?

How did you react when you lost a game?

What advice would you give young people
playing that sport?

EREEIKid[Scoop
T@@]ﬁ?

- - -
9 S Find the words in the puzzle.
What smma name? @ @ NEW ZEALAND How many of them can you
By Lily AUSTRALIA find on this page? @ With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable ‘(.Id
i hing i i COMPETE activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
g?:cfleerel‘fef*;nfeigcﬁolg:;r to P(ais:; ﬂri;o:t;lg‘c;’gtmes around the world. MATCHES DNALAEZWEN interest extra learning activities for home and school! Sf.ooP
. FLAGS R DY EAR SX DB Get your free sample today at: &=
A MC P@Rz YL_OP N BALL AUSTRALI A S kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
UVOTILWTCAEU |[viare @ 7irnomiont
YEARS THTNOMLDR I (= i | =)
‘k “@ MAP @PUMTROPHYI
) DLRUF[L ee®) A MWA JSGALFC SportS NEWS
@ @ SKILLS @ CLT GG HSS A M Write a paragraph about a
F SOCCER CSOCCERJXP real-life sports event that
€D = e = — —— TROPHY el S s Rec B cotivg pants fllvatched or pla/cclip

help to provide
backpacks, school
supplies and
school appropriate
clothing for-the
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Proudly sponsored by

Please donate by completing and mailing your
donations by July 2.1, 2023 to:
Community Back to School Fair
c/o Neenah News Kicks for Kids
124 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 090B
Neenah, WI 54956

$2.5 for shoes

T §a0+or backpackand supples 1197 W. Winneconne Ave

$75 to sponsor one of the 1000 local students

$ to help meet the need of 1000 local students :
Please make checks payable to: NMES Subject: Back to
School Fair
! Name
: Name as it should appear in the Donor Thank You in the Neenah News
i Address
| City
! State Zip
i Phone

Neenah

_] |. coming school year.

Serving Neenah & Fox Crossing




