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Police medallion searches  
inspire families to team up
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Police Department is more 
than halfway through its treasure hunt for 
commemorative medallions to help cele-
brate the city’s sesquicentennial anniver-
sary – which coincides with the police de-
partment’s 150 years – and honor the rich 
history of the area.

Each week, police hide a commemora-
tive bronze medallion in parks and public 
property within the city. Clues to the loca-
tion are posted on the department’s Face-

book page each Monday. 
Finders get to keep the medallion, are 

awarded a certificate with the medallion’s 
number, and are asked to scan a QR code 
and submit a picture of their group. 

The treasure hunt has drawn a large and 
dedicated following, according to Assis-
tant Police Chief Jeff Bernice. 

“For example, one individual said he 
took off every Monday throughout the 
year just to concentrate on the hunt,” he 
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Assistant Police Chief Jeff Bernice holds one of the medallions that have been hidden in various 
locations.

Five-year 
city plans 
outlined
Streets, parks, other  
redevelopment head list
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The city of Neenah has released its Cap-
ital Improvements Plan that outlines ma-
jor expenses over the next five years.

Mayor Jane Lang wrote in a letter to the 
Common Council and residents that the 
plan isn’t a formal budget but serves as a 
guideline for future spending.

“The five-year plan will likely change 
from year to year based on needs, prior-
ities, and the input you provide,” Lang 
wrote. “We must all remain flexible as we 
work together towards the best possible 
outcomes for the city.”

2024 expenditures include:
$3.3 million for street projects.
$1.6 million for Public Works capital 

equipment.
$1.5 million to expand the Southpark 

Industrial Center, financed by tax incre-
mental districts.

$1.5 million to acquire property down-
town for redevelopment.

$1.3 million for Arrowhead Park im-
provements as a holding place because no 
concrete plans are set.

$700,000 for painting and lighting the 
Oak Street bridge.

$360,000 for an automated solid waste 
truck each year from 2024 through 2027.

$250,000 for vehicle safety barriers for 
city events.

$150,000 for a storage building for po-
lice vehicles.

2025 expenditures:
$18 million for a new downtown park-

ing structure, financed by tax incremental 
districts.

$5.8 million for fire and rescue to re-
place Fire Station 31 at 1080 Breezewood 
Lane.

Overdose prevention methods expand
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A 12-year-old overdosing on fentanyl 
after smoking percocet. Senior citizens 
testing positive for fentanyl after taking 
CBD gummies to help with arthritis and 
inflammation. Marijuana misted with fen-
tanyl to increase potency. 

Those are some of the alarming inci-
dents Christopher Zahn of Wisconsin 
Voices for Recovery has seen in recent 
years as the fentanyl crisis tightens its grip 
on the state.

“Somebody could swallow what they 
think is a percocet, but it’s fentanyl,” he 
said.

Winnebago County has been identified 

as one of the counties leading Wisconsin 
in opioid overdoses. As of last month, the 
county had 17 confirmed fatal overdoses 
– 14 containing fentanyl – according to 
Medical Examiner Cheryl Brehmer. An 
additional nine suspected fatal overdoses 
are pending toxicology results. 

In 2021, the county saw fatal overdose 
rates soar to their highest level, with 41 
residents losing their lives. Last year, 
there were 38 such deaths. The county’s 
overdose fatality review team reports that 
since 2017, fentanyl has been the leading 
cause of county overdose deaths.

Naloxone, also known by brand name 
Narcan, has been safely used for more 
than 40 years to treat opioid overdoses. 

It’s used by first responders, emergency 
medical technicians and law enforcement, 
and can be purchased at pharmacies.

Wisconsin Voices for Recovery director 
Cindy Burzinski said in emergency situa-
tions, when an overdose is occurring, ad-
ministering Narcan before EMS arrival may 
be the difference between life and death. 

“Time is of the essence when somebody 
is overdosing,” she said. “Brain damage 
can happen after just a few minutes.”

Burzinski said people experiencing a 
suspected overdose who are administered 
Narcan must still receive medical atten-
tion because Narcan is shorter acting than 
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Christopher Zahn from Wisconsin Voices for 
Recovery is shown at the state Capitol.
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Neenah Historical Society

Bubble gum gang 
From the Appleton Post Crescent, July 7, 1950: “Youngsters never get tired trying 
their skill with bubble gum although it’s a sticky job when bubbles break all over 
the face. Neenah’s Green playground held its traditional bubble gum contest Thurs-
day afternoon with the best artists winning prizes. Left to right are some of the 
winners, Sandy Schell who won first prize for smallest bubble; Nancy Bull, second 
place for the smallest; Earl Williams, biggest bubble; Peter Bylow, double bubble; 
and Robert Graham, oddest bubble.”

Not-guilty pleas in burglary, car chase 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A 20-year-old Eau Claire man and 
25-year-old Neenah man have both en-
tered not guilty pleas to charges that they 
stole a vehicle from Menasha last Novem-
ber, crashed it in Fond du Lac, fled from 
police and jumped into a river before be-
ing apprehended.

Cimzeej Catron, of Eau Claire, identi-
fied as the driver of the stolen vehicle, is 
facing charges in Winnebago County of 
felony burglary and taking and driving a 
vehicle without the owner’s consent. In 
Fond du Lac County, he’s been charged 
with four felonies and three misdemean-
ors including driving without consent, 
fleeing and eluding, hit-and-run, reckless 
driving, resisting arrest, criminal damage 
to property and possessing an illegally ob-
tained prescription as party to the crime.

Caleb Fuerstenberg, of Neenah, iden-
tified as the passenger, is facing charges 
in Winnebago County of felony burglary, 
taking and driving a vehicle without the 
owner’s consent and bail jumping. In 
Fond du Lac, he has been charged with 
three felonies and two misdemeanors in-
cluding bail jumping, possession of nar-
cotic drugs as a second offense, resisting 
arrest, and possessing an illegally obtained 
prescription.

Both men’s charges include a sentencing 
modifier as a repeater.

On Nov. 29, police were dispatched to 
a home in Menasha after the homeown-
ers reported a burglary. Items taken from 
the home included an oxycodone pre-

scription, a purse and 
a 2023 Land Rover De-
fender.  

Police determined 
the men likely entered 
the home through an 
unlocked garage ser-
vice door that led to an 
unlocked kitchen door. 
The married couple 
who owned the home 
were inside watching 
television in a four-sea-
sons room at the time 
of the burglary. 

Using the city’s 
Flock camera system, 
police located the sto-
len vehicle in Neenah. 
Officers observed the 
vehicle traveling at 
speeds in excess of 60 

miles per hour in a 35 mph zone before 
losing sight of it. The vehicle was next seen 
traveling south on Interstate 41.

Fond du Lac police located the vehicle 
traveling near I 41 and South Military 
Road and attempted a traffic stop. The ve-
hicle failed to pull over and fled, with offi-
cers in pursuit. The chase reached speeds 
of about 90 mph while the vehicle was 
traveling into Fond du Lac.

The vehicle continued into town and 
crashed into an occupied vehicle on West-
ern Avenue. Both suspects exited the vehi-
cle and fled on foot. The occupants of the 
struck vehicle were unharmed. 

Authorities from several agencies re-
sponded to the area to search for the men, 

where a drone and police canine were de-
ployed. Both men jumped into the Fond 
du Lac River to attempt to get away before 
being taken into custody. 

Upon searching the stolen vehicle, au-
thorities recovered the victim’s purse.

Catron told authorities he didn’t know 
what happened the night of the incident 
because he was under the influence of 
drugs. He also said Fuerstenberg was 
driving and he was the passenger; despite 
being observed by Fond du Lac officers as 
the driver.

Fuerstenberg refused to speak with au-
thorities about the incident.

In impact statements, the burglary vic-
tims wrote that they only had their new 
vehicle for several weeks when it was sto-
len. Damages caused by the crash were in 
excess of $32,000 and it would take an es-
timated six months before vehicle repairs 
would be complete. 

Some stolen items, including house 
keys, were never recovered and one victim 
had to change all her credit cards and can-
cel her checking account.

“We have had to lock this house in a 
way that my family has not done for my 
entire lifetime,” the 75-year-old male vic-
tim wrote.

His wife said the couple no longer have a 
sense of safety and security in their home. 

“These individuals brazenly entered our 
home while we were there,” she wrote. 
“The consequences could have been very 
serious for us and them, in addition to the 
serious and significant loss of property.”

Catron

Fuerstenberg

End to protest petition ordinance advances
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Plan Commission on Tues-
day voted to move forward a measure to 
eliminate the city’s protest petition or-
dinance that triggers a supermajority 
vote for rezoning in advance of the state’s 
planned elimination of the requirement in 
January 2025. 

Under city ordinance, a rezoning re-
quires a supermajority vote of three-

fourths of council members if at least 20% 
of the owners of the properties in the vi-
cinity of the rezoning submit signatures in 
a protest petition. That means seven of the 
nine council members must vote in favor 
of rezoning, rather than a simple majority 
typically required to pass a measure.

The ordinance is often referred to by the 
acronym NIMBY (“not in my back yard.”) 
It was used for the first time in more than 
a decade in December to prevent a devel-

oper from turning the vacant 95-year-old 
Shattuck Middle School into apartments 
and construct single-family homes.

The Common Council was already ex-
amining the ordinance in consideration of 
removing it when Gov. Tony Evers signed 
a bill into law in June that will eliminate 
the supermajority requirement for rezon-
ing statewide. The bipartisan legislation 
passed the state Assembly unanimously 
and the Senate 32-1.

Because of the delay in eliminating the 
requirement, the council advanced a pro-
posal to the Plan Commission to change 
the ordinance, with a public hearing on the 
proposed change at a meeting Tuesday. 

Residents Alexander Collins and Judd 
Stevenson, part of the group that submitted 
protest petitions against rezoning Shattuck, 
spoke against eliminating it, stating that the 
city was moving too quickly.

Aldermen John Skyrms and Lee Hill-
strom, and Realtors Association of North-
east Wisconsin director of public relations 
Jennifer Sunstrom spoke in favor of elimi-
nating the requirement.

Sunstrom wrote in a memo that Wis-
consin is experiencing a severe housing 
crisis caused by a lack of supply and esca-
lating housing prices, which also affects 
businesses who cannot recruit and retain 
employees due to the shortage. She said 
removing the supermajority requirement 
will also eliminate NIMBY-ism and pave 
the way for new housing developments.

Eliminating the ordinance does not 
change requirements for public notice, 
open meetings or public hearings, and res-
idents opposed to rezoning can still sub-
mit petitions. 

The Plan Commission voted 7-1 to ap-
prove eliminating the ordinance, with Bet-
sy Ellenberger voting against. The council 
is expected to issue a final vote Wednes-
day.
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BAT PROBLEMS??
CALL MATT THE BAT GUY!

Residential & Commercial

BADGERLAND
BAT REMOVAL, LLC
608-658-7813

• Work is
Guaranteed

• Free Estimates

Member SIPC

MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Looking for a new
financial advisor?
Let’s talk.

Shane Zillmer
Financial Advisor

675 Deerwood Ave Suite A
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-1150

> edwardjones.com

Riverside Players set to rock the park with ‘All Shook Up’
Neenah News

Combining more than 20 of Elvis Pres-
ley’s greatest hits with romantic ideas from 
Shakespeare’s greatest comedies, River-
side Players’ production of “All Shook Up” 
takes the Riverside Park pavilion stage 
starting Thursday evening with eight per-
formances.

“We really wanted to find something 
that would appeal to all audiences but 
would also welcome cast and crew of all 
ages and experience levels,” said director 
Amanda Petersen. “Everyone has really 
risen to the challenge of this show, includ-
ing tackling over a dozen choreographed 
musical numbers, countless 1950s style 
costumes, and a wide variety of set piec-
es – including a real motorcycle on stage.”

The play is set in a drab Midwest town 
in 1955 with a broken-down jukebox, bro-
ken-down people and a new law declaring 
“no necking, no tight pants, no loud mu-
sic.” When Chad, a guitar-playing roust-
about with a song in his heart – and in 
his hips – rides into town, everyone gets 
shook up by his magic. People start falling 
in love: young love, secret love and burn-
ing love.

The show features pop classics includ-
ing “Heartbreak Hotel,” “Burnin’ Love,” 
“Love Me Tender,” “Can’t Help Falling in 
Love” and “Jailhouse Rock.”

Costumer and featured dancer Krista 
Frenz noted that “All Shook Up” shows 
the generational connection through 
the love of music and sharing that love 

through songs. 
“My grandma constantly played her 

cassette tapes in the car or sang to us all 
the oldies when she watched us,” she said. 
“I grew to love those songs because she 
loved them so much and they make me 
still feel connected to her even now that 
she is gone.”

Janae Owens, who plays young roman-
tic Lorraine, said “the message of the show 
is to love whoever you want to love, that 
regardless of what others might say, love 
comes in all forms and should always be 
celebrated.” 

Brian Michel, who portrays the gui-
tar-slinging roustabout, said he hopes “au-
diences will leave inspired to follow their 
dreams, wherever they may lead.”

Performances are set next week for 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, followed by four more shows July 
26-30. Tickets are $18 and available at 
ci.neenah.wi.us/departments/parks-rec-
reation/riverside-players, via phone 920-
886-6060, or at the pavilion 90 minutes 
before curtain. Advance ticketing is rec-
ommended.

Riverside Players photo 

Choreographer Kyle S. Brauer and featured dancers rehearse “A Little Less Conversation” 
(from left) Alexandra Smith, Haley Lewallen, Kadie Smith, Kyle S. Brauer, Jenny Witt, Krista 
Frenz and Katie Jo Shimulunas.

Library, Valley VNA share story times
Valley VNA Senior Care and the Neen-

ah Public Library joined forces in March 
to collaborate on Storytime for Everyone, 
an intergenerational storytelling session. 
The program engages all ages and fosters 
connections between seniors and chil-
dren, creating an environment where the 
joy of storytelling and community inter-
action intertwine. 

Once a month, the library moves Story-
time to Valley VNA and the community 

gathers for an interactive meeting. With 
the continued success of the program, it 
will be offered twice a month in the fall.

Storytime includes read-aloud oppor-
tunities, rhymes, music, movement and 
time at the end to visit with residents. The 
next session at Valley VNA, 1535 Lyon 
Drive, Neenah, is at 10 a.m. July 21.

Valley VNA Senior Care provides in-
home care for seniors and both indepen-
dent and assisted living.

ARTS FESTIVAL
Saturday, 

August 12, 2023
10:00 AM–5:00 PM

BERGSTROM-MAHLER MUSEUM OF GLASS • 165 N. PARK AVENUE, NEENAH, WI • 920-751-4658 • @BMMGLASS • BMMGLASS.COM

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass Presents the Second Annual

The Best in Glass Art for Sale •  Glass Blowing Demonstrations • Artisan Food and Beverages • Live Music • Kids’ Art Activities
Featuring Over 40 Artists from Around the Country Working in Glass 

We thank our generous sponsors:
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Zephyrs theater staging ‘Oklahoma!’ with special style
Neenah News

“Oh, what a beautiful mornin’.”
Zephyrs Community Theater is pre-

senting the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical “Oklahoma!” the upbeat, fun love 
story that turns 80 this year.

First premiering on 
Broadway in 1943, it is 
being presented at the 
Jane Bergstrom Fine 
Arts Education Cen-
ter at St. Mary Cath-
olic School starting 
Thursday and running 
through July 23. 

The July 22 matinee 
will be a relaxed show-

ing, an informal performance designed 
to create an experience for those with au-
tism, other sensory sensitivities or have 
never experienced the theater before. 

“Guests are able to talk, and can enter 
and exit as they need during the show,” 
explained director Claire Schmidt. “And 
then with that, we also keep the house 
lights on at a low level so that they can 
move around, and then we limit our ef-
fects of moving throbs and loud sounds so 
that no one gets overstimulated.”  

Tickets for that performance are not 
available until an hour before the show and 

are free, but $5 donations are appreciated.
Schmidt has worked on and behind the 

stage for the company over the past nine 
years, but this will be her first directing 
role for the company. She has directed 
other productions but said “Oklahoma” 
will be her biggest to date. 

She said having a dedicated and sup-
portive cast and crew behind her gives her 
confidence it will be an entertaining and 
fun success for all involved. When choos-
ing this year’s show, Schmidt said she 

wanted something upbeat. 
“When it was originally on Broadway, it 

was used for people to escape World War 
II, but now coming out of the pandemic, 
people (are) still going through this grief 
and this loss of the two years they lost 
during the pandemic,” she said.

Schmidt said that what makes their ren-
dition unique to other “Oklahoma!” pro-
ductions is the cast’s individual styles and 
personal little quirks onstage. In addition 
to a live pit orchestra, much of the cast is 
musically inclined and will pick up and 
play different string instruments alongside 
the singing. 

She added that audiences can expect to 
see costumes and stage sets that re-create 
the Old West. 

Shows open at 7 p.m. Thursday and Fri-
day, 1 and 7 p.m. July 22, and 2 p.m. July 
23. Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for 
senior staff members and students. 

Zephyrs Community Theater’s junior 
production also will be on stage with its 
presentation of “Dear Edwina Jr” at St. 
Mary Catholic. Performances are at 6 p.m. 
July 28 and July 29, and 2 p.m. July 30. 

Tickets to both performances can be 
purchased at the SMCS Fine Arts website.

 

Saturday, July 15
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Filthy Kids Fun Run, 8:30 a.m., 

O’Hauser Park, Fox Crossing

Sunday, July 16
Family Day at the Octagon House, 11 

a.m.

Monday, July 17
Storytime, 10 a.m., The Plaza and 

Globe Coffee

Tuesday, July 18
Twin Oaks Gardens open house, 5 

p.m., Byrd Street

Wednesday, July 19
Brass Differential, 6 p.m., Shattuck 

Park Pavilion

Thursday, July 20
Out to Lunch Concert with Elvis John, 

11:30 a.m., Shattuck Park
Zephyrs Community Theater: “Okla-

homa!” 7 p.m., St. Mary Catholic High 
School

Ground Round Live Music Series: 
Two of a Kind, 6 p.m., 1010 Cameron 
Way

Riverside Players presents “All Shook 
Up,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park 

Friday, July 21
Riverside Players presents “All Shook 

Up,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park 
Zephyrs Community Theater: “Okla-

homa!” 7 p.m., St. Mary Catholic High 
School

Saturday, July 22
Future Neenah Farmers Market, 8 

a.m., Shattuck Park
Cardboard Boat Regatta, 1 p.m., Neen-

ah Pool, 600 S. Park Ave.
Riverside Players presents “All Shook 

Up,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park 
Zephyrs Community Theater: “Okla-

homa!” 7 p.m., St. Mary Catholic High 
School

Sunday, July 23
Neenah Summer Fun Run, 6 p.m., Me-

morial Park
Riverside Players presents “All Shook 

Up,” 7:30 p.m., Riverside Park 
Zephyrs Community Theater: “Okla-

homa!” 2 p.m., St. Mary Catholic High 
School

Ground Round Live Music Series: 
Rings Band, 6 p.m., 1010 Cameron Way

Calendar 
of events

Treasure hunt added to Loop activities 
Sunset Hill Stoneware is hand-crafting 

Neenah mugs commemorating Future 
Neenah’s 40th anniversary year that vol-
unteers will hide on the Neenah portion 
of the trestle trail loop each Wednesday 
starting this week through Aug. 16.

People who are Logging their Loops 

by running, walking or biking will have 
opportunities to find and keep if they are 
located. Two mugs will be hidden each 
week.

Future Neenah’s Log Your Loops 50 
loop trail challenge runs through Labor 
Day.

Schmidt

Zephyrs Community Theater photo

Stage rehearsals by Zephyrs Community Theater members in preparation for “Oklahoma!”
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FAMILY
FRIENDLY

DOWNTOWN OSHKOSHFREE

oshkoshjazz.com/jazz2023

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION:
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• Foot soak, nail trim and file, callus 
reduction, education and referral, and 
foot massage with lotion

• Care provided by a registered nurse
• 20-30 minute appointments
• Fee: $32
• Location is Valley VNA. In-home visits 

are available (extra charges apply)

Call for a Foot Care Appointment: (920) 727-5555

Valley VNA Senior Care
In-Home Care | Independent Senior Apartments 

Assisted Living | Community Programs 
1535 Lyon Drive | Neenah | valleyvna.org | Since 1908

Foot Care for Older Adults  
Because healthy feet are happy feet

DAILY CHOICEDAILY CHOICE
Breaded ChickenBreaded Chicken
Tenderloins, UncookedTenderloins, Uncooked

$$1818

Email, Text or Call to order:
pyramidfoods@gmail.com • 920.886.9969
Wednesday 9-4 • Thursday-Saturday 9-12

https://www.facebook.com/PyramidFoodsInc

DAILY CHOICEDAILY CHOICE
Roasted ChickenRoasted Chicken
Wing SectionsWing Sections
$$1818 5 lb5 lb

GOLDEN CRISPGOLDEN CRISP ANCHORANCHOR

NEW ARRIVALS

BONICI TNTBONICI TNT
Pickle ChipsPickle Chips
$$12125050

Breaded Cheddar &Breaded Cheddar &
Broccoli BitesBroccoli Bites
$$17172525

12” Extra Thin12” Extra Thinn
Pizza CrustsPizza Crusts
$$554040

2.5 lb2.5 lb 2.5 lb2.5 lb 4 pk4 pk

SMITHFIELDSMITHFIELD
Hickory SmokedHickory Smoked
Boneless Ham slicesBoneless Ham slices

$$445050

SARA LEESARA LEE
AppleApple
Spice CakeSpice Cake

$$997575

MANDUMANDU
Beef & VegetableBeef & Vegetable
DumplingsDumplings
$$662525

TUSCAN KITCHENTUSCAN KITCHEN
Artisan Italian StyleArtisan Italian Stytylt llee
LasagnaLasagna

$$1515

JIMMY DEANJIMMY DEAN
Original pancakeOriginal pancake
Sausage BreakfastSausage Breakfast
BitesBites

$$557575

16 oz / 7 slices16 oz / 7 slices

9”9”

Open to the Public
No Minimum

Cash or Check Only

1060 Breezewood Ln., Ste. 101,
Neenah

HILLSHIRE FARMHILLSHIRE FARM
Pepper JackPepper Jack
Smoked SausagesSmoked Sausages

$$16162525
5 lb5 lb

20 oz20 oz

2.5 lb2.5 lb

2/38 oz2/38 oz

6 lb6 lb

Library updates weapons policy after rifle appearance
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Public Library has changed 
its policies to ban open or concealed car-
ry of weapons after a man walked through 
the library carrying a long rifle last month.

Sean Shaw, who lives on South Park 
Avenue, said he’s been open carrying his 
AR-15 rifle while going on walks around 
his neighborhood. He said during a walk 
in early June he went to get a library card 
while carrying his rifle. 

City attorney David 
Rashid said “AR” in 
the gun’s name stands 
for “ArmaLite” and not 
“assault rifle.”

“It’s unhelpful, in my 
view, to term it an as-
sault rifle, as that term 
can carry with it an im-
plication of someone’s 
intent – i.e. to assault – when the actual 
intent may be either benign or unknown,” 
Rashid said.

An AR-15 is the same style of rifle used 
to carry out school mass shootings in 
Uvalde, Texas, in May 2022; and in Nash-
ville in March, among others.

At the time Shaw visited the library 
with the gun, it had no policies on open 
or concealed carrying of weapons. His 
visit prompted at least nine complaints to 
library staff, the 911 dispatch center and 
police department. 

Assistant Police Chief Jeff Bernice said 
with some of the situations occurring in 
the United States, the incident made peo-
ple feel unsafe.

“Because in today’s world, if you see 
somebody with a tactical vest and a gun, 

no matter what, if from a law enforcement 
officer to an elderly citizen, that’s a signal 
to a possible threat,” he said.

Shaw told the Common Council last 
week that he was exercising his Second 
Amendment right to carry a firearm.

“My intention for doing this is not to 
scare anybody or scare any children,” he 
said. “What I’m hoping to accomplish by 
doing this is to get people used to the abil-
ity to know that not everyone that carries 
one of these rifles is going to use them for 
bad intentions.”

In Wisconsin, anyone 18 or older may 
legally carry a firearm openly as long as 
they’re otherwise not prohibited from 
possessing a gun under state or federal law. 
State residents 21 and older and not pro-
hibited from possessing a firearm may ob-
tain a permit to carry a concealed weapon.

State law prohibits carrying weapons 
in law enforcement stations, correctional 
facilities, schools, mental health facilities, 
and in both private and governmental 
buildings that have posted signs. 

“So as long as it’s clearly posted and not-
ed that these items are prohibited within 
the premises, technically, you’re not al-
lowed,” Bernice said.

He added that police have had several 
discussions with Shaw about openly car-
rying the long rifle. 

“From a law enforcement perspective, we 
walk the fine line, because we have to pro-
tect the rights of people like Sean because it 
is his right as a United States citizen to bear 
arms,” he said. “But on the other side, we 
have a duty to make people feel safe. So it’s 
almost like a double edged sword because 
both parties are in the right.”

Although Neenah police are acquainted 

with Shaw, Bernice said if a different po-
lice department responded to reports of a 
man in a library with a rifle, those officers 
may perceive Shaw as a threat. In addition, 
responding to reports about Shaw diverts 
already limited police resources. 

“So now officers are responding there, 
and there could be critical incidents 
somewhere else that may have a time de-
lay,” he said. “So that’s my biggest concern. 
We have to keep on responding because 
it’s that cry wolf situation. In the moment, 
we don’t know if that’s going to be another 
person causing problems and our job is to 
protect the citizens of Neenah.”

Shaw confirmed to Neenah News that 
he was concealed carrying during last 
week’s council meeting, adding that the 
guns weren’t inside the building but were 
in his vehicle.

Rashid said the city has no ordinances 
or policies that ban firearms in city-owned 
buildings. State law prevents a city from 
banning firearms from the grounds, in the 
parking lot or in patrons’ vehicles.

“The law only permits a city to ban them 
in the buildings itself,” he said, adding that 
the council could also prohibit carrying 
knives in city buildings but it has not tak-
en action to ban any weapons.

State law prohibits the carrying of 
firearms inside council chambers when 
they’re being used as a municipal court-
room, which is the first Wednesday of 
the month in Menasha and the second 
Wednesday of the month in Neenah. 

Neenah policy prohibits city employees 
from carrying firearms while on duty, with 
limited exceptions.

After Shaw’s visit last month, the library’s 
board of trustees adopted a policy prohib-

iting weapons of any kind, including con-
cealed or openly visible firearms, unless 
carried by law enforcement personnel. 

Nicole Hardina-Wilhelm said after be-
coming the new library director in March 
she identified a gap in the library’s code of 
conduct policy. 

“Under the direction of the Library 
Board, and to align our policies and patron 
expectations with other local libraries, we 
updated our policy to prohibit firearms in 
the Neenah Public Library,” she said.

Staff who become aware that a library 
patron is carrying a weapon are instructed 
to contact the manager on duty, who will 
notify the Neenah Police Department. 

Violating the policy results in a suspen-
sion from the library for a period to be 
determined by the library director. A no-
tice is now posted at the library to make 
patrons aware of the prohibition.

Shaw said he’s disappointed in the Li-
brary Board’s ban on open and concealed 
weapons. He plans on attending an up-
coming meeting to ask the board to com-
promise by allowing concealed carry, add-
ing that historically, carrying weapons was 
considered normal.

“That’s how it was in the wild west days; 
people were constantly carrying openly,” he 
said. “I just want to get people to know that 
there are good people in the world who do 
carry or have those style rifles and they don’t 
have to be afraid of everyone – law abiding 
citizens that carry them – such as myself.”

Bernice said there are certain responsibil-
ities that come with openly carrying a rifle.

“There’s a time and place to carry your 
guns and sometimes locations with a lot 
of individuals or children, we have to use 
common sense,” he said.

Shaw
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Safe Streets Initiative expands on recovery options
Crime penalty alternatives 
showing better results
By Cheryl Hentz
News contributor

Wisconsin has struggled with the on-
going problem of how to reduce drunken 
driving cases. As drug use and associated 
crimes have also become more prevalent, 
the state has been challenged by that as 
well. 

Winnebago County has stood out with 
its alternative programs for these kinds of 
offenders and others. Some of them are 
some of the longest-running programs in 
the state and all fall under what’s known as 
Safe Streets Initiative.  

“There’s a state Supreme Court rule 
that requires all counties to have a Crim-
inal Justice Coordinat-
ing Committee. That’s 
what Safe Streets is for 
us,” said Winnebago 
County Circuit Judge 
Scott Woldt. “When-
ever anyone wants to 
start a criminal justice 
program, Safe Streets 
has the ultimate deci-
sion-making power.”

Under the initiative are three sections: 
the Winnebago County Safe Streets Drug 
Court, SSTOP (Safe Streets Treatment 
Options Program), and other Alternative/
Diversion programs. 

Drug Court
The Drug Court was started by Woldt 

after he and several others from the coun-
ty who wanted to reduce drug cases, in-
cluding then-Sheriff Mike Brook and 
then-District Attorney Bill Lennon, vis-
ited La Crosse and St. Paul, where drug 
courts had been established. After seeing 
how the programs were run there, a Safe 
Streets committee was formed, under 
which Woldt started the Drug Court in 
January 2006 and the SSTOP program 
four months later. 

The Safe Streets Drug Court Program 
is aimed at drug and alcohol offenders 
through an intense and monitored pro-
gram of treatment, rehabilitation and strict 
supervision. It is a sentencing option for 
nonviolent felony offenders who commit-
ted a crime under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol, reside in Winnebago County 
and would otherwise be sentenced to jail 
or prison. 

Those eligible are referred by the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office and must be ac-
cepted by the Safe Streets coordinator. 
By working with the Safe Streets team, 
offenders stay out of jail, allowing them to 
maintain their jobs and family lives while 
getting their lives on track.

SSTOP
SSTOP was started to reduce repeat 

drunken driving offenses. It allows sec-
ond- and third-time offenders who reside 
and are convicted in Winnebago County 
the option of participating in a probation 
and treatment program, while reducing 
jail time. Like Drug Court, SSTOP partic-
ipants are referred to the program by the 
DA’s office. Enrollees need to comply with 

treatment, community service and moni-
toring requirements. 

Alternative/Diversion 
programs

Several other crimes fall under the Alter-
native/Diversion umbrella. They include 
Post-Charge Drug Diversion Program, 
Post-Charge Overdose Diversion Pro-
gram, Pre- and Post-Charge General Fel-
ony or Misdemeanor Diversion Program, 
UW Oshkosh Drug Diversion Program, 
Failure to Pay Child Support Diversion 
Program, Pre- and Post-Charge Healthy 
Interactions Group, Drivers License Re-
covery Diversion Program, and Worthless 
Check Diversion Program. 

Among other criteria, participants with 
crimes tied to drugs or alcohol must com-
plete the program and any recommended 
follow-up treatment, remain crime-free, 
have a minimum of six months of clean 
urinalysis tests, and meet other conditions 
based on the individual.

For more significant drug-related cases 
there is the SOAR (Stimulant Opioid Ad-
diction Recovery) program for low-level 
felony cases, such as possession of meth-
amphetamines, heroin and fentanyl. 

“Those are Class I felonies, which is the 
lowest level of felonies. Traditionally what 
would happen is those people would be 
convicted and given the option of essen-
tially probation or jail,” District Attorney 
Eric Sparr said. “Jail doesn’t necessarily 
help the situation, long-term, if that’s all 
that’s happening. 

“But (the probation department) was 
lacking the resources to do all the things 

Woldt

See Safe Streets on Page 7



 neenahnewsnow.com x Page 7July 14, 2023

Worship Discover
a place
of worship
for you.Directoryy

To include your services call (920)-508-0030

JJJoin us Sundays 10AM & 6PM
1750 Olde Buggy Drive, Neenah, WI

www.applevalleypress.org

• Christ the Center of All Things
• Sincere & Faithful Bible Teaching

• Confessionally Reformed Theology & Worship
407 Oak St., Neenah

www.trinityneenah.net facebook.com/TLCNeenah

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Worship Times: Sunday 9am & Monday 6pm

St. Paul
Lutheran Church [ELCA]
200 NNorth Commercial Street, Neenah

920-725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Worship with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

A]
h

Sharing theSharing the
good newsgood news

of Jesus Christof Jesus Christ

Call or visit church websites for 
upcoming worship services.

we wanted to do. They weren’t regularly 
drug testing people in a lot of situations. 
There were some situations where they 
weren’t even requiring that people go to 
treatment.”

The DA’s office wrote a grant to get 
money to be able to do testing every oth-

er day where the mis-
demeanor-level drug 
program tested about 
twice a month. If par-
ticipants can’t test 
clean in the long term 
they are exposed to 
additional penalties or 
more intense services. 

“With the rising 
overdose rates, the in-

creased presence of fentanyl and the fact 
that it’s killing a lot of people, it has forced 
us to prioritize this,” Sparr said, adding 
that they still see a lot of domestic vio-
lence cases. “The historical approach was 
often probation or jail. If the person didn’t 
have a prior record, it could’ve been a fine. 
But those things simply weren’t proving 
real effective at curbing the behavior. Part 
of that was that the type of counseling 
that was available was historically not that 
great.”   

Around 2010, they started using alter-
native counseling for about half the cases 
and the traditional model for the others. 
The traditional model focused on char-
acter traits or deficiencies that led to the 

problem in their relationships, where-
as the more experimental model within 
family violence settings looks at problems 
between the two individuals that tend to 
cause conflict. 

“It’s a different way of approaching the 
problem and we saw a lot more effective-
ness with that model,” Sparr said. “Often 
the way we get people into that program-
ming is to have them on a diversion agree-
ment that (lays out the) conditions of it. 
It isn’t used for all domestic violence cas-
es. Some of them are just too violent and 
require something different, such as jail 
time. But when we’re pushing for coun-
seling, that’s kind of the direction we were 
trying to get things to go.” 

24/7 programs  
for drugs and alcohol

“The drug monitoring program looks 
very similar to the program where we 
require every other day testing,” Sparr 
said. “The alcohol monitoring program 
requires the person to have a device that 
they must blow into multiple times a 
day. It registers their blood alcohol level. 
It takes a picture of their face as they’re 
blowing so they can’t have someone else 
blow into it for them.” 

Other parts of these alternative pro-
grams are overseen by other agencies, in-
cluding the Oshkosh Police Department. 

“The big thing about all of this is that it’s 
collaboration among many of the players 
in the (law enforcement) system,” Sparr 
said. “Fifteen or 20 years ago, everybody 
was just kind of doing their own thing – 
here and in a lot of different places. They 

may have had ideas how to address the 
problems, but they weren’t necessarily do-
ing a great job of working with these other 
players. But once we started getting to-
gether with the schools, human services, 
the judges, the jail, law enforcement, it 
opened up a lot more opportunities and 
things were being done collaboratively 
that we simply couldn’t have done indi-
vidually.”

The goal of diversion programs is a 
more productive citizen, thereby lowering 
the rate of recidivism for which Winneba-
go County has seen success. 

SSTOP has had 1,534 referrals since 
2006. A total of 1,174 have successfully 
completed the program and only 17% 
have reoffended since 2006, while recid-
ivism has been reduced by 20%; 41,793 
hours of community service have been 
completed; and 41,793 inmate jail days 
have been avoided, resulting in notable 
public savings.  

Between January 2006 and May 2017, 
376 individuals were referred to the Drug 
Court. Of those who participated, half 
graduated from the program. Graduates 
are less likely to commit a subsequent 
offense and the average cost of their sub-
stance abuse treatment is under $8,000. 
The cost of treatment for those terminat-
ed early due to noncompliance is signifi-
cantly higher.

Through 2022, participants in the Drug 
Court completed just over 42,677 hours 
of community service work in Winnebago 
County. 

Woldt, the only original member still 
on the committee, proposed and gained 
approval at its April meeting that the 
Drug Court team develop a framework 
and transitional plan for selecting and 
training new Drug Court judges.  

“So, after five years, we can start tran-

sitioning in new judges and can keep on 
training judges,” Woldt said. “When judg-
es reach that seven-year mark, there is an-
other trained judge who can take over the 
Drug Court.” 

Woldt would also like to have the group 
start thinking about working with local 
prisons on inmates’ re-entry into the gen-
eral population. That would include more 
support for them when released – specifi-
cally help with housing and employment. 

“When people are getting out of prison, 
instead of just opening the doors and tell-
ing them to meet their parole and proba-
tion agent the next week, have some more 
support for these people when they first 
get out,” he said. “If we can do things to 
help people who are getting out of prison 
change their lives around, that’s what I’d 
like to see.”

Woldt believes more money from the 
fines paid should go toward treatment.

“When you get an OWI, the fine for 
the first time is $850 minimum. The fine 
itself is $150 but the remaining $700 is for 
costs,” he said. “Only $50 of this money 
goes toward treatment. The rest of it goes 
toward legislators’ pet programs. I just 
don’t think that’s right.”

Woldt has suggested putting a 1-cent 
tax on every bottle of beer that’s sold. 
People who drink would essentially pay 
for their own treatment if they commit 
crimes while under the influence. 

“Right now, next to nothing from the 
taxes that the state gets for alcohol sales 
goes to any type of treatment program. I 
think that’s backwards,” he said. “It’d be 
hard to change that, but it makes a lot of 
sense; it makes the most sense.” 

Safe Streets
from Page 6
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Winning run
Elise Roberts’ family dog Ruben won the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers’s Dime Dogs and 
Weiner Dog Race before the July 5 game at Fox Cities Stadium. The Neenah family’s 
long-haired dachshund is seven years old.
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Boyette takes leadership 
after Kiesling’s 11 years 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

After more than a decade serving as the 
Neenah American Legion Auxiliary pres-
ident, Char Kiesling has handed over the 
title to Kathie Boyette, who also serves as 
alderman for the city’s First District.

Kiesling’s family became involved with 
the Legion when she was a child after her 
father was injured in an accident at a beef 
packing plant in Jeffer-
son. With seven chil-
dren to feed and a farm 
to run, the family was 
going through hard 
times.

Kiesling’s father 
wasn’t a member of the 
Legion at the time, but 
when a local branch 
of the organization 
learned of his injury they came out to the 
farm to help.

“They brought food, they brought mon-
ey,” she said. “They went out in the field 
and they baled hay. They cultivated corn 
for my dad. They did chores for my dad 
until he was up on his feet.”

That experience inspired Kiesling’s fa-
ther to join the Legion, eventually taking 
on leadership roles of membership chair-
man and vice commander. He also recruit-
ed his daughters and other relatives to sign 
up as Legion and Auxiliary members. 

“He was really my mentor,” she said. 
“When I became department president I 
kind of looked up above and I said, this is 

for you, dad. This presidency is for you.”
The Legion Auxiliary is made up of the 

male and female spouses, grandmothers, 
mothers, sisters, and direct and adopted 
female descendants of members of the 
American Legion, which is dedicated to 
supporting veterans.

Kiesling has been involved with the or-
ganization for about 45 years, holding sev-
eral positions. She’s been president of the 
6th District, department chaplain, depart-
ment historian, second and first vice pres-
ident before finally landing in her most 
recent role.

When Kiesling started out with the 
Neenah Legion Auxiliary, there were only 
a few members. Her leadership has helped 
grow the unit to one of the largest in the 
county, with 131 members.

Throughout the years, she’s been in-
volved in many projects to help veterans 
in the community.  

“These children and these families 
need someone to support them,” she said. 
“Maybe they need gas to get to a doctor’s 
appointment, or maybe the veteran needs 
a ride to the VA (Veterans Affairs) system, 
so there’s so many different ways we give.”

Kiesling found that working to get youth 
involved with the Legion was the most 
rewarding. She served as the Badger Girls 
State chairman of the Neenah unit for more 
than 20 years. The program develops lead-
ership skills and helps train future states-
women in the science of government.

“They learn about government and pa-
triotism and make a lot of friendships,” 
she said. “Sometimes the friendships they 
make at Badger Girls last a lifetime.”

With Kiesling’s husband experiencing 
medical problems, she wanted to spend 

more time with him and her family. And 
with Boyette interested in taking on a 
leadership role in the organization, Kies-
ling decided now was the right time to re-
tire from the presidency.

“She’s very organized, she’s very outgo-
ing,” Kiesling said of Boyette. “She knows 
a lot about the way to get things done, be-
ing an alderman.”

Boyette joined the Neenah Auxiliary unit 
about seven years ago after doing family re-
search in genealogy and finding that many 
of her late relatives were in the military.

“I wanted to do something to come out 
and honor their name and what they had 
done by serving for our country,” she said.

Since then, Boyette has continued to 
learn and grow by taking different posi-
tions within the organization; from mem-
ber, to vice president and historian.

“I’m a giver,” Boyette said. “I’m one of 
those people that I do better volunteering 
and doing as much as I can to give back 
and help whoever I can, and veterans have 
always been dear to my heart.”

Boyette said  Kiesling has given 200% to 
the organization, which sometimes means 
putting family on the back burner. Both 
ladies are confident in Boyette’s leadership 
of the Auxiliary.

Most meaningful to Boyette has been 
the Auxiliary’s participation in Memorial 
Day events, including a ceremony where 
a wreath is placed in the water to signify 
respect for those lost at sea.

“We like to show our appreciation to 
(the Legion) for being there for the fam-
ilies to have the military honors at their 
funerals or memorial services,” she said.

Boyette has seen firsthand the many 
things the Legion and Auxiliary does 
for veterans, such as taking Christmas 
gifts to the Wisconsin Veterans Home at 
King, donating food at Thanksgiving, and 
supporting veterans and their children 
through medical conditions. 

“We had members that had some medical 
concerns and needed a special pair of shoes 
to wear, and so the Auxiliary donated mon-
ey to that child and to that family, for that 
child to have these special shoes,” she said. 

Support for the veterans comes from 
donations and fundraising events such as 
Poppy Days in May, which raised $7,000 
for the local unit.

Boyette was sworn in as president last 
month.

“I want to see the unit continue to grow, 
and I want to see younger generations be-
come members and build our member-
ship,” Boyette said.

For Kiesling, retirement is bittersweet, 
but she has hope that the Neenah Legion 
Auxiliary will continue to flourish.

“Some of those veterans have suffered 
because they’d been in war and they’ve 
left their families,” she said. “They’ve given 
up a lot to serve our country and someone 
needs to be there to say thank you, and to 
not forget about what they sacrificed.”

Kiesling

Submitted photo

Poppy chairman Patti Julius (left) is shown with new American Legion Auxiliary president 
Kathie Boyette and 2018 Poppy Princess Averi Conner. 

Legion Auxiliary president ends dedicated service
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an opioid such as fentanyl, meaning an 
overdose can come back. 

“It’s really important to have EMS there 
in case much more Narcan is needed than 
what’s available and somebody might not 
be having an overdose from an opioid … 
there might be some other medical event 
that looks like an overdose, but it’s not ac-
tually an overdose,” she said.

Zahn, born and raised in Scotland, trav-
eled from his office in Madison to Neen-
ah earlier this month to share information 
about a free statewide program to prevent 
overdoses and promote community safety. 

The program, started in 2020, is called 
Nalox-ZONE and aims to increase access 
by installing, tracking and refilling opioid 
overdose kits. 

The kits are a plastic box that has a door 
on it, installed on a wall. Each kit contains 
Narcan, administration instructions, a 
CPR mask and 211 resource information. 
The program is funded by the state De-
partment of Health Services.

A program requirement is that at least 
one person at each of the Nalox-ZONE 
sites is trained in the administration of Nar-
can. Voices for Recovery offers two virtual 
trainings per month on administering Nar-
can, which are open to anyone who wants 
to learn how to treat an overdose.

“We were looking for strategies to get 
Narcan out into the community for in-
creased access to hopefully reduce the risk 
of fatal opioid overdoses,” Burzinski said.

Naloxone may be available through 
other community recovery organizations 
but with the Nalox-ZONE kits the pro-
gram specialists are able to remotely track 
box access, ensuring they are stocked in a 
timely manner. It also allows specialists to 
collect data on the number of units of nal-
oxone dispensed at each box site.

The county’s health department gave a 
presentation at the Judiciary and Public 
Safety Committee meeting Monday on 
using grant funds to obtain Substance Use 
Harm Reduction Vending Machines. The 
vending machines would include Narcan 
kits, fentanyl test strip kits and Deterra 
drug deactivation bags. They would also 
include educational materials, treatment 
and recovery resources and crisis contact 
information.

The proposed locations for the vending 
machines are in the county administration 
building’s outdoor courtyard at 112 Otter 
Ave. in Oshkosh, inside the Orrin King 
building at 448 Algoma Blvd. in Oshkosh 
and outside the Neenah Human Services 
building at 211 N. Commercial St.

Sheriff John Matz told the committee 
in June he was concerned about Narcan 
vending machines being placed in high 

schools. “At some point, we become com-
plicit,” he said. “It’s perpetuating drug use. 
We’ve got to be careful that we’re not do-
ing that, that we’re not making it easy.”

Health director Doug Gieryn said at 
Monday’s meeting that it’s a myth that hav-
ing Narcan available will increase drug use.

“Nobody really wants to overdose and 
having to use Narcan is going to create a 
miserable situation for that person,” he said.

Zahn said he’s placed the Nalox-ZONE 
kits in elementary, middle and high 
schools. 

“It just gets me mental, as we say in 
Scotland, because I had a 12-year-old girl 
overdose and barely made it,” he said. 

Burzinski said increasing access to Nar-
can isn’t about facilitating drug use, but 
about having a safer community.

“People have fire extinguishers in dif-
ferent buildings for safety measures and 
that’s not encouraging people to set fires,” 
she said. “So, since we cannot control the 
fentanyl that is getting into drugs across 
the state, what we can do is, we can control 
the safety measure, and we can increase 
access to the safety measure and keep our 
community safer.”

The kits are in more than 350 locations 
in Wisconsin, including jail lobbies, police 
departments, probation and parole offic-
es, hotel lobbies, gas stations, restaurants 
and bars. They’re also in the lobbies of all 
10 residence halls on the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh campus and univer-
sities across the state.

“We are willing to come and put them 
anywhere, because we believe in it,” said 
Zahn, who is in long-term recovery him-
self. “So, the way my mentor in my life has 
always taught me is, those closest to the 
problem are closest to the solution.”

Burzinski said the goal is to extend the 
program to every county in Wisconsin. 

“Learning how to administer Narcan is 
really important and access to Narcan is 
really important,” she said. “Both of these 
things in conjunction can save a life and 
give a person another chance at life.”

To find out more about the Nalox-
ZONE program or request a box installa-
tion, email naloxzone@fammed.wisc.edu.
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Where to find Narcan, and 
how to reverse an overdose
WiWatch and Milwaukee  
Neighborhood News Service

Public health experts, advocates, non-
profits and politicians don’t always agree 
with each other. 

But in the case of tackling opioids, they 
offer this consensus: People should learn 
how to use Narcan.

Narcan, a brand-name version of nal-
oxone, blocks opioids from binding to re-
ceptors in the brain, quickly reversing the 
effects of an overdose.

“Everyone has the potential to find 
someone that is experiencing an over-
dose,” said Amy Molinski, peer support 
specialist at Community Medical Services 
and one of the peers for the Milwaukee 
Overdose Response Initiative. 

Overdose risks extend both to those 
who take illicit drugs and those who have 
prescription opioids, said Milwaukee Fire 
Capt. David Polachowski, who supervises 
the initiative.

“If you don’t have Narcan available,” Po-
lachowski said, “there’s just potential for a 
fatal overdose.” 

Detect signs of an overdose 
The first step of using Narcan is to know 

the common signs of an opioid overdose. 
They include having pale skin and lips; ex-
periencing slow breathing and “snoring” 
breaths; vomiting; and having a limp body. 
In addition, victims can have extremely 
constricted pupils, or “pinpoint” pupils. 

Check for responsiveness
If someone is experiencing an overdose, 

they are not able to communicate, said 
Courtney Geiger, public health strategist 
with Milwaukee Health Department.

Polachowski said to take the knuckles of 
your hand and rub it in the center of the 
person’s chest as hard as you can, while 
you’re calling their name or just calling 
out to them.

If the person is unresponsive, check 
for breathing. See if the person’s chest is 
rising, or place your hand or head on the 
person’s chest. 

If the person is breathing but is un-
responsive, call 911. A person does not 
need Narcan if they are breathing, since 
Narcan’s purpose is to restore breathing.

But, Polachowski said, “You need to call 
911 in case it’s not an overdose. You want 
to have EMS (emergency medical ser-
vices) on its way, so that they can treat the 
person for whatever reason that they’re 
unresponsive … if it’s a diabetic reason or 
stroke or a heart attack … .”

If the person is not breathing, adminis-
ter Narcan and still call 911.

“You just put your phone on speaker-
phone, call 911 and then you start the ad-
ministration of Narcan,” Polachowski said.

How to administer Narcan
Narcan comes in a nasal spray bottle 

with enough for two sprays. Insert the 
nozzle into a person’s nostril and spray it 
once. If you can, tilt the person’s body, or 
at least their head, to the side to prevent 
choking or aspiration in case of vomiting. 

After the initial spray, wait two to three 
minutes to see if it works, “which is going 
to seem like forever,” Polachowski said.

Prepare for emergency workers
The goal is to get the person breathing 

again while waiting for EMS to arrive, 
Geiger said.

If the first spray does not get the person 
breathing, then administer the second 
spray into the other nostril. If the person 
does not begin breathing after the second 
spray, begin rescue breathing. 

For rescue breathing, make sure the 
person is on their back, clear their airway 
by tilting the head back and chin up, pinch 
their nose, create a seal with your mouth 
around the person’s mouth and gently 
breathe into their mouth for one second.

Keep breathing into their mouth every 
five to six seconds, until the person can 
breathe on their own or EMS arrives.

Be ready to relay to EMS as much in-
formation as you have about the person’s 
situation and what steps you have taken.

Where to find Narcan 
Narcan is widely available in Wisconsin 

and can be purchased without a prescrip-
tion at hundreds of pharmacies. The Wis-
consin Department of Health Services 
maintains a map showing those locations.

State residents can receive free Narcan 
by mail. Submit a request at nextdistro.
org/wisconsin. 

A Nalox-ZONE kit is shown.

Local college graduates
The following local residents received 

college degrees this spring:
UW-Stout
Jonathan Olson, BS Human Develop-

ment and Family Studies
Matthew Pavletich, BS Business Ad-

ministration

Lucy Will, BS Hotel, Restaurant and 
Tourism Management

UW-Platteville
Matthew Challoner, Mechanical Engi-

neering
Iowa State University
Parker Nolden, Master of Engineering
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INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

 Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your 
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.  

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

CROISSANTS

Forget about stopping at one bite,
try stopping at one croissants

Scan to see
croissant flavors

Neenah, WI

www.loveofcroissants.com

instagram@LoveofCroissants

Loveofcroissants.ceci@gmail.com

Heroin, fentanyl sales bring six-year prison term
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Nathan Kerrigan, 35, of Neenah, was 
sentenced to six years in prison last month 
for selling heroin and fentanyl to an un-
dercover informant.

In February, Oshkosh police made ar-
rangements with a confidential informant 
to purchase heroin from Kerrigan, accord-
ing to a copy of the criminal complaint ob-
tained by Neenah News. 

The informant was dropped off on Taft 
Avenue in Oshkosh, got into a vehicle 
with Kerrigan that traveled to Honeysuck-
le Lane in Neenah, and returned to the 
Taft area, having purchased 4.8 grams of 
heroin for $470.

On March 6, the informant purchased 
6.1 grams of suspected heroin from Ker-
rigan for $500. One piece of the suspect-
ed heroin tested positive for fentanyl and 
another tested positive for fentanyl and 
heroin.

On March 22, the informant purchased 
4.9 grams of heroin for $540. During that 

transaction, Kerrigan told the informant 
he was on his way back from getting drugs 
in Milwaukee. A week later, authorities 
placed a GPS tracking device on Kerrig-
an’s vehicle. 

The device showed 
that from March 29 to 
April 24, the vehicle 
traveled to Milwaukee 
three times, each time 
staying only briefly 
before returning to a 
home on Ida Street in 
Menasha.  

On April 24, the 
Lake Winnebago Area 

MEG Unit and Oshkosh Police Depart-
ment executed search warrants at the Ida 
Street and Honeysuckle Lane locations. 

Investigators were aware that Kerrigan’s 
vehicle, which still had GPS on it, traveled 
to Milwaukee that day and was returning 
to the area. The vehicle returned to the Ida 
Street location and investigators later ap-
proached the residence. 

Nicole Buchanan, 33, exited the res-
idence “hysterical and screaming.” Her 
father, who owned the Ida Street home, 
told authorities that Kerrigan was staying 
at the Ida Street residence and another 
residence in Neenah. He confirmed that 
Kerrigan was inside the home.

Authorities entered the home and 
yelled loudly to Kerrigan and announced 
themselves as officers. A different male 
came up from the basement, followed by 
Buchanan’s 11-year-old daughter. About 
30 minutes later, Kerrigan surrendered.

Documents say officers were concerned 
that Kerrigan destroyed evidence as he 
had been in the bathroom and defecated 
in the toilet, and it seemed unlikely that he 
would travel to Milwaukee to only pick up 
a small amount of heroin.

In a basement bedroom belonging to Bu-
chanan, authorities found suspected heroin, 
scales and drug paraphernalia. Some items 
were found in a dropped ceiling. Rocks of 
suspected heroin were found in Buchanan’s 
bed, with one testing positive for heroin and 

another for heroin and fentanyl.
Buchanan is facing charges of posses-

sion of narcotic drugs and maintaining a 
drug trafficking place.

Authorities also executed a search war-
rant at the Honeysuckle Lane address 
where Kerrigan lived with his girlfriend. 
Drug paraphernalia, a drug ledger, THC 
and three rocklike substances with incon-
clusive field testing were seized.  

Kerrigan has an extensive criminal re-
cord with felonies including two 2017 
convictions for manufacturing or deliver-
ing heroin in Winnebago County.

Last month, Kerrigan entered guilty 
pleas and was convicted of manufacturing 
or delivering heroin and manufacturing or 
delivering fentanyl. Three additional felo-
ny drug charges were dismissed but read 
into the record.

Winnebago County Circuit Judge Brian 
Keberlein sentenced Kerrigan to six years 
in prison on each of the two counts, with 
the sentences served concurrently, and 
four years of extended supervision.

Kerrigan

said, “and we’ve brought families together. 
We’ve had people that are so interested in 
learning the history of our great city, that 
they look forward to certain clues that 
present the history.”

The challenge has helped police build 
trust with families and businesses, open 
up communication, and encourage the 
public to work with police as a team to 
create safety and reduce crime. 

“It’s fun to hear the stories of the col-
laborations of different teams of families 
trying to solve these clues and I think it’s 
fulfilling some of the objectives that we 
started off with,” Bernice said. “The plan 
was to enlighten our community with the 
history of the city of Neenah, to create an 
activity for family and friends, create phys-
ical fitness within the community, and 
then some type of collaboration between 
the police department, the city and the 
community, that we could work together.”

The difficulty of the medallion’s hiding 
spot varies. The first week’s medallion was 
hidden in front of the police department 
and took only 17 minutes to find. The 
most difficult hiding spot so far was in the 
water beneath rock steps in Arrowhead 
Park, taking 46 hours and 15 minutes to 
be located. 

“It’s just amazing how people invest 
their time and energy into the search of 
these,” Bernice said. “You know, people 
spend hours upon hours, trying to follow 
up on history to determine which park it 

may be at or invest so much time looking 
at the park trying to find key locations that 
it might be in.”

A recent clue was a photo of the medal-
lion in its location. Bernice said the person 
who found that medallion used his profes-

sion to determine the species of plants and 
trees in the photo and began his search in 
an area where those plants and trees grow.

“We try to make it open to everybody, 
but we want to focus on key skill sets of 
different things,” he said.

Police have a committee that comes up 
with the various hunts and clues. Bernice 
hinted that future clues may involve ori-
enteering with a map. Finding one of the 
hiding spots may require participants to 
use a watercraft.

“We try to make easy clues and hard 
clues, because we want to cover the whole 
spectrum of people – you know, some-
thing simple, something complex,” he 
said.

The coveted medallions are 8.3 ounc-
es, 3 inches in diameter, made of antique 
brass and are a true minted coin made by 
Medalcraft Mint in Green Bay. The cost 
for 100 medallions was just over $5,000, 
purchased with money donated to the 
community policing fund.

Police hope more residents will partici-
pate in the hunt by watching for clues on 
Mondays.

“It’s a free event, people can take part in 
it, and they truly find a treasure where X 
marks the spot,” Bernice said.

Monday’s treasure hunt will be the 29th 
of the 52-week hunt, which goes through 
the end of the year.

“We have an amazing community,” Ber-
nice said. “It’s fun to hear the stories, it’s 
fun to hear the logic of how they discov-
ered the clue, and then when a group or 
family finds the coin, to see their expres-
sion and the fulfillment that they solved or 
got a treasure; so we’re very happy.”

Medallion hunt
from Page 1

Photo from Neenah Police Department

Felix and sister Zoe found a medallion at Southview Park with mom and dad’s help in week 9.
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$4.6 million for street and bridge repair 
projects, which includes $2.2 million for 
South Commercial Street construction 
and $1.3 million for construction on Berg-
strom Road.

$2 million for parks and recreation, 
which includes seawall construction for 
both Doty Park and Kimberly Point, and 

lighthouse design at 
Kimberly Point.

$1.4 million for Ar-
rowhead Park improve-
ments as a holding 
place until a new mas-
ter plan is approved.

$1.4 million for pub-
lic works capital equip-
ment, which includes 
replacing plow trucks, 

a garbage truck, a supervisor’s truck, a 
dump truck and a stump grinder.

2026 expenditures:
$7.2 million for street and bridge repair 

projects, which includes $1.7 million for 
Wisconsin Avenue reconstruction, $1.3 
million for Reed Street construction and 
$1.1 million for Elm Street construction.

$1.6 million for the city’s information 
systems hardware and software mainte-

nance for five-year agreements at a cost 
savings.

2027 expenditures:
$4 million for street and bridge repair 

projects which includes $1.3 million for 
Cecil Street construction.

$1.3 million for Neenah’s share of a new 
$2.2 million, 100-foot aerial truck for the 
joint Neenah Menasha Fire Rescue De-
partment.

$125,000 to build a cremation mausole-
um at the city-owned Oak Hill Cemetery 
on Oakridge Road.

Director of finance Vicky Rasmussen 
said completing the 2023-2027 plan took 
about a month. She cautioned that the 
plan is not set in stone and is expected to 
change. The numbers are projected ex-
penses. 

Rasmussen noted that the street proj-
ects are the actual reconstruction or cre-
ation of the streets and does not include 
the sewer, stormwater and water utilities 
that are replaced or newly put in.

Lang said she moved some projects 
around to allocate the costs over the years 
to eliminate significant fluctuations. 

“We do not want to borrow at levels that 
could potentially have a negative impact 
on our city’s future and I’m committed to 
making sure we are careful with our bor-
rowed dollars,” she said.

The new Neenah High School is set to open for the 2023-24 school year, replacing 
the current school that opened in 1972. This is a rare opportunity to show your 
support and appreciation for the old school and new school.

Neenah News is creating a commemorative section that will feature stories, photos, 
memories and achievements of Neenah High School over the past five decades.You 
will also get a glimpse of the new school, which will offer state-of-the-art facilities, 
innovative programs and enhanced opportunities for students and staff.

The commemorative section will be published Aug.25, 2023, and mailed to nearly 
21,500 homes in the Neenah Joint School District. It will be in print and online, 
reaching thousands of readers  in the community and beyond.

Whether you are a local business, organization, alumni group or individual, you can 
advertise products, services or messages in this special edition.

To reserve ad space in the section contact us at 920-385-4512. Space deadline is 
Tuesday, Aug.1, 2023.

Don’t miss this chance to be part of Neenah High School’s past, present and future. 
Order your ad space today!

Be a part of Neenah history!

Call 920-385-4512 or your Account
Executive to reserve your space now.
Pages are limited so don’t delay!

www.neenahnewsnow.com

Publish Date:Friday, August 25, 2023
SPACE & COPY Deadline:Tuesday, August 1, 2023

*LIMITED PREMIUM POSITIONS available. Ask your advertising executive.

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

New Sounds New Sites & a New Career 
catch your eye? We can help! Train with 
SCDTI for your CDL. Call 715-942-2700 

ext 102

ACA BICHON FRISE PUPPIES  
Shots/Vet $750 No Sunday Calls  

715-409-3321 (495932)

ACA MINI POODLE PUPPIES  
Shots/wormed/vet, $750 No Sun calls 

(495932) 715-409-3321

AKC CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL 
PUPS  dews/shots/vet/worm ready to go 
$1000 715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522 

(WCAN)

AKC REG. COCKER SPANIEL PUPS 8-F, 
6-M summer special! 1/2 PRICE shots/ 

wormed 920-563-3410 morn-
ings(#268588) (WCAN)

ARE YOU A PET OWNER? Do you want to 
get up to 100% back on Vet Bills? Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company has pet coverage 
that can help! Call 1-844-244-7146 to get 
a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.

com/wicp (WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call  

1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local  

414-520-1612

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS   
AKC Excel Temp Genetic Guarantee Parents 
OFA’d 715-537-5413 www.jerland.com 

#268001-DS (WCAN)

HOSTAS! Over 600 Field Grown varieties! 
Open Daily - THROUGH LABOR DAY 

12-5pm. 14028 Louis Corners Rd, KIEL, WI 
920-894-2905 & 920-298-8334 CASH OR 

CHECK ONLY

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material, steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer - $500 discount + Add’l 
10% off install (for military, health workers & 

1st responders) Call Erie Metal Roofs  
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

SHELTIE PUPS ICA REG  5M 2F B&W Sable/
White shots/dewormed call for info No 

Sunday Calls! 715-644-5200

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET RE-
SULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 
budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 

your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous

City projects
from Page 1

Rasmussen

Photo by Sam Erickson

Holiday boat beacon
Vinny Lando and his holiday-lighted sailboat took first place at Neenah’s Venetian 
Parade held during Fourth of July activities at Riverside Park.

Wroblewski to lead U.S. women’s team
Neenah native John Wroblewski, head 

hockey coach of the U.S. Women’s Na-
tional Team since June 2022, will contin-
ue with the team through the 2026 Olym-
pic Winter Games, it was announced by 
US Hockey. 

Wroblewski led Team USA to the gold 
medal at the 2023 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship, the first for the U.S. since 

2019. Additionally, he coached the team 
to a silver medal at the 2022 IIHF Wom-
en’s World Championship.

Wroblewski led the 2017 U.S. Under-18 
Men’s National team to gold at the IIHF 
Under-18 Men’s World Championship. 
He also served as a head coach of USA 
Hockey’s National Team Development 
Program from 2016-2020.

Winnebago County Fair tickets for subscribers 
The Neenah News has complimentary 

Winnebago County Fair ticket available 
for subscribers. 

Subscribers may reserve up to four tick-

ets by calling 920-486-1616 or stopping 
by our office at 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Suite 090B between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, while supplies last.
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Write Words Wonderfully
An alliteration is a series of words that 

start with the same letter. Can you come 
up with one or more alliterations?

A �re�y lights up the 
world in two of 
its four parts 
or stages of 
its life cycle.

Like all 
beetles, 
�re�ies 
have four 
stages or parts 
to their lives. 
These are egg, 
larvae, pupa, 
and adult.

Do the math to 
label this diagram.

A firefly is an insect, but it is not 
a fly. It is a beetle.

Beetles have two pairs of wings. 
The front pair is stiff and 
protects the soft back wings, 
which are used for flying.

Fireflies need four things to glow. Three of those are 
chemicals it has in its body. Circle every third letter to 
discover the fourth thing it needs to glow. 

Standards Link: Life Science: Students 
know animals have structures that serve 
different functions in survival.

People use their 
lungs to get oxygen 
from the air. A firefly 
has small holes on 
its abdomen that 
let in oxygen.

An adult firefly can make its light blink on and off. Each species 
or kind of firefly has its own blinking pattern. Males and females 
use their flashes to find mates from the same species.

Some species flash short, quick flashes. 
Others stay lit longer. Others have longer 
dark times between flashes.

The male flies around flashing his light. The 
female stays near the ground and flashes “answers” to the male’s 
flashing messages as he flies above her.

Fireflies also use their flashing lights 
to scare off predators and to warn 
other fireflies of danger.

Use a light stick, often 
found with sporting 
goods, to demonstrate 
how chemicals 
can mix together 
to create light 
without giving 
off any heat.

THORAX

WINGS
ANTENNAEHEAD

ABDOMEN

Standards Link: Language 
Arts/Grammar: Use 

conventions of spelling; identify 
plural and singular nouns.

One firefly is spelled 
f-i-r-e-f-l-y. More 
than one is spelled 

f-i-r-e-f-l-i-e-s. 
To make firefly 

plural you change 
the y to i and add es.

Look through the 
newspaper for five 
nouns that end in y. 
Change each from 
singular to plural. 
Then, look for five 
plural nouns, and 
change them to 
singular nouns.

More Than 
One Spells 
Confusion

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 32

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

FIREFLIES
BEETLES
GLOW
LIGHTS
FLASHES
ABDOMEN
WINGS
SCARE
INSECT
LOOK
HURT
MALE
FOUR
HOLES
HEAT
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… lighting up when you learn something new!

Fire�ies Around the World
Fireflys can be found on every continent except 
Antarctica. About 2,000 species are know to scientists, 
and probably many more await disco very.

In Japan, there is a myth that sez fireflies are the tears of 
the Moon Princess. One Native American legend says 
fireflies created fyre. In ancient times in Mexico, a firefly 
was considered the Queen of the Stars.

In Malaysia there is a nature reserve for fireflies. Many 
village in Japan hold firefly festivals.

In Asia, one kind of firefly gathers with others of its 
species in a trees. They start to blink together until the 
entire tree is blinking on and off at the same time.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? Read the article below and 
circle the seven errors you find. Then rewrite it correctly 
on the lines below the article.

Standards Link: Life Science: Know that differences exist among individuals of 
the same kind of animal.

In some parts of the world, 
you can see little glowing critters 

climbing on branches and 
grasses. They are called glow 

worms, even though they are not 
worms. They are �re�y larvae.

What are glow worms? Hold this page 
up to a mirror to �nd out!

Glow Little Glow Worm

Use the code to discover 
another common name 

for fireflies.

6 + 2 =
9 + 2 =
8 + 4 =
7 + 3 =

LARVAE
PUPA
ADULT
EGG

8

11

10

12

CAMPAIGN
2023

NEENAH
COMMUNITY

We need yourWe nneeeeeedd yooouurrr
help to providehelp to provide

backpacks, schoolbackpacks, school
supplies andsupplies and

school appropriateschool appropriate
clothing for theclothing for the

coming school year.comiinng schhhooolll year.

Please donate by completing and mailing your
donations by July 21, 2023 to:

Community Back to School Fair
c/o Neenah News Kicks for Kids
124 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 090B
Neenah, WI 54956

________ $25 for shoes
________ $50 for backpack and supplies
________ $75 to sponsor one of the 1000 local students

$ ______ to help meet the need of 1000 local students
Please make checks payable to: NMES Subject: Back to

School Fair

Name ___________________________________
Name as it should appear in the Donor Thank You in the Neenah News

Address _________________________________
City ____________________
State __________________ Zip ________
Phone ___________________________________

FAIR

KICKS FOR KIDS


