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More opioid
settlement
funds reviewed

Neenah News

The state Department of Health Ser-
vices (DHS) last week submitted its plan
to the state Legislature’s Joint Committee
on Finance for using another $8 million
in opioid settlement funds to support
prevention, harm reduction and capital
projects related to the
opioid crisis.

The money is part
of the $400 million
the state is receiving
in annual installments
through an agreement
with major pharma-
ceutical firms. $130
m million of the total

amount goes to the
state through the DHS, while the remain-
ing 70% is to be divided among counties
and municipalities.

In an online press conference last
Wednesday, DHS director of opioid ini-
tiatives Paul Krupski said the funding plan
was developed with input from more than
4,000 state residents through a survey that
he said captured opinions from all profes-

See Opioid funds on PAGe 7

City council veteran retains seat

Voters select two new
school board members

By Dan Roherty
NEeENAH NEWS

Neenah Common Council member
Cari Lendrum held off a close challenge
from Alexander Collins to retain her Al-
derman District 1 seat in Tuesday’s elec-
tion.

Lendrum edged Collins 1,181 to 1,108,
according to the unofficial tally, in a cam-
paign where Collins put a focus on Len-
drum’s support of rezoning the Shattuck
Middle School for a housing development
that neighbors opposed and the council
failed to pass in December.

Lendrum, who has served on the coun-

cil since 2011, said she was able to keep
her campaign positive and focused on the
district she serves.

“I think my constituents in District
1 know I have their
backs,” she said. “I run
a Facebook page, and
not many elected of-
ficials run the type of
Facebook page I have,
specifically just to help
residents. That has
been really gratifying”
Collins, who works

as a cyber security

vice president for a retail bank, thanked
supporters on his Facebook for a strong
showing with 48% of the vote and con-
gratulated Lendrum.

Lendrum, a building supervisor at the
Neenah-Menasha YMCA where it hosts
a seniors health program, said one of her
ongoing priorities will be gaining support
for a combination seniors/community
center somewhere in the city.

“We've got a very, very active and
healthy older population here in Neenah,
and one of my big goals has been to get a
senior center opened up,” she said.

Two other alderpersons ran unopposed
for Neenah’s council, including Tami Er-
ickson in District 2 and Scott C. Weber in
District 3.

In the Wisconsin Supreme Court race
that drew the most attention in the spring
election, Janet Protasiewicz defeated Dan-

See Election results on Pace 7

Ice shoves were active on Lake Winnebago last week along the shores of Neenah and southward.

Ice dance continues on Winnebago

By Rob Zimmer
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

With a swift shift in wind direction
in the midst of our latest storm this past
week, Lake Winnebago thrust her ice
slabs ashore in many parts of Neenah over
the weekend.

Winds that shifted to the north and
northeast and gusted up to 50 mph after
thunderstorms and heavy rain began to
shred Lake Winnebago’s remaining ice
cover, pushing it ashore along the western
side of the lake from Neenah to Oshkosh
to Fond du Lac.

Several places in Neenah saw exception-
ally high ice mounds during the rapid ice
shove event. Locations south of Neenah
along Rickers Bay also saw abrupt thrusts
of ice that threatened shoreline docks,
piers and other structures. There were also
impressive ice shoves in many other parts
of the lakeshore in Neenah.

Ice shoves occur along the Lake Win-
nebago shore every year. Where, precisely,
depends upon the wind speed and direc-

Neenah News
An ice shove on Lake Winnebago draws near
a house in the Town of Vinland.

tion when the ice is ready to give way.

For weeks now, ice has been weakening
as warm temperatures, snow melt, rain
and runoff disintegrate the ice from above
and below. When the winds are just right
and the ice has weakened sufficiently, it
begins to shatter apart and move with the
spring wind. Whatever direction the wind

Photo by Rob Zimmer

blows, is where the ice travels.

When it finally reaches shore, the ice
begins to pile up in layers that override
each other, forming spectacular shoves, or
piles, of ice that continue to build as long
as the wind-driven ice is on the move.

The smooth surface of the ice allows
each slab to override the one beneath it,
creating giant, layered piles, or shoves, on
or close to shore.

This week’s event was short-lived, as the
winds quickly switched back to the south,
pushing the ice in the opposite direction.
What's left of the ice on the open water
will either continue to move if the winds
are strong enough, or, it may simply disin-
tegrate and melt away.

Ice out opens up the lake for many avian
visitors that quickly move in to occupy the
open water. Thousands of diving ducks, as
well as pelicans, grebes and loons began
to arrive. April migration on the big lake
is spectacular. In addition to these birds,
osprey, kingfishers, herons and egrets will
also arrive to feed on the open water.
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Fireworks convention cleared to launch

Pyrotechnics group
secures county site

Neenah News

A final agreement to bring the Pyrotech-
nics Guild International (PGI) to Sunny-
view Expo Center this summer for its annu-
al international fireworks festival came to
fruition this month with a signed contract
between Winnebago County and the PGL

The PGI announced Saturday that
the convention is officially confirmed at
Sunnyview for Aug. 12-18, and said reg-

istration and camping reservations will be
available in early May.

The County Board of Supervisors ap-
proved an ordinance in December to
amend the county code to allow fireworks
to be used on county property for the
weeklong event Aug. 12-18.

The nearby Town of Oshkosh, on which
part of Sunnyview’s property is situated,
signed off on the event Feb. 13 after re-
viewing public input from residents, some
of whom expressed concerns over fire-
work noise during the weeknights.

PGI had initially planned to hold the event

in late July at Wisconsin International Race-
way (WIR) in Buchanan, where it had been
held three other years, but announced Dec.
23 that it intended to hold it at Sunnyview.

The event will include on-site camping
and all festival events will be held on the
county expo grounds.

Sunnyview’s location is in both the city
and town of Oshkosh, which required
PGI to gain approval from both entities to
use fireworks at the location.

PGI will need to obtain permission to
enter neighboring properties for fireworks
cleanup.

New J.]J. Keller posters durable, eco-friendly

J. J. Keller & Associates now manu-
factures labor law posters with a new
eco-friendly, polypropylene (poly) mate-
rial. The new poly posters are 100% recy-
clable, so there’s a decreased environmen-
tal impact when posters change.

“This new material not only supports
employers’ environmental efforts, but also
J. J. Keller’s ISO 14001 initiatives to im-
prove the environment,” said Joel Clark,
portfolio director. “We're really excited to
offer an environmental focus as a solution
for our customers.”

In a recent study by J. J. Keller, employ-
ers indicated the common delivery meth-
od of rolled labor law posters in mailing
tubes was cumbersome for interoffice
mail. The new poly posters are folded
and mailed flat, allowing for much easier

Photo from J. J. Keller
New eco-friendly labor law posters are being
manufactured by J. J. Keller & Associates.

delivery. The posters offer the additional
benefits of water, tear and glare resistance

Young professionals nominees sought

The Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce
and its Pulse Young Professionals Net-
work are ready to select the 13th annual
class of Fox Cities Future 15 Young Pro-
fessionals with nominations open through
April 14.

These awards recognize young pro-
fessionals ages 40 and under who live or
work in the Fox Cities region and excel
professionally while also giving back to

the community. Those nominated will be
asked to submit an application that will be
advanced for award consideration.

Recipients are selected based on their
professional dedication, strong sense of
vision for the future of the Fox Cities, and
personal commitment to philanthropy.

For more information on nominations,
visit foxcitieschamber.com. The winners
will be announced July 27.

Entries sought for 2024 State Park sticker

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) is accepting artwork en-
tries from high school students for the
2024 Wisconsin State Park and Forest
vehicle admission sticker design con-
test.

Now in its 33rd year, the annual
DNR-sponsored design contest is open
to all high school-age students in Wiscon-

sin attending public, private and parochial
schools or homeschooled students. Art-
work entries should focus on outdoor rec-
reation, animals or plants in Wisconsin.

Materials for the 2024 sticker design
contest are now available, and students
can submit entries through April 30.
More information is available at dnr.wis-
consin.gov.

Neenah Historical Society photo

Root beer stand

This AW Root Beer stand was on
South Commercial Street just past the
city limits near Cecil Street, shown in
this photo from 1933.

for increased readability, and durability in
high-traffic areas.

J. J. Keller offers labor law posters cov-
ering state, federal, local and applicable
wage order requirements, as well as a post-
er update service to ensure an employer’s
posting program is compliant by email-
ing alerts on mandatory posting chang-
es, sending replacement posters when a
mandatory change occurs, and providing
access to the J. J. Keller Labor Law Poster
Management Center.

Business news

Cat Dancer Products Inc., which spe-
cializes in proprietary cat toys and acces-
sories, is celebrating 40 years in business.
Formed in 1983 by Jim Boelke, Cat Dancer
Products provides toys for Amazon, Petco,
Chewy and distributors globally. Accord-
ing to the American Pet Products Associ-
ation 2020 survey, 49% of all cat toys sold
are interactive, and Cat Dancer has more
than 17,000 five-star reviews on Amazon.

Pappa’s Cafe at 1360 S Commercial
St. announced last week that it will be ex-
panding with a Pappa’s Pub sometime in
June. The restaurant’s Facebook page said
it would provide more details in the com-
ing weeks.

Neenah-based Broken Tree Pizza is
opening a new location in Appleton on
the Fox River at the RiverHeath apart-
ment complex in the former Mr. Brews
space. The restaurant hopes to be open
sometime in June.

Early Learning Center Inc. is cele-
brating 20 years of service in Neenah. The
facility at 2425 Industrial Drive provides
child care services to families in the sur-
rounding area. Contact elcinfo@elcneen-
ah.com for more information.

of events

Ongoing

Spring Scavenger Hunt in down-
town Neenah through April 7. Infor-
mation at Future Neenah, 135 W. Wis-
consin Ave.

Monday, April 10

Short Story Night, 7 p.m., Lion’s Tail
Brewing Co.
Thursday, April 13

Open Chess Night, 5:30 p.m., Neen-
ah Public Library

Saturday, April 15
Brews with the Bunny, S p.m., Fritsch
Park, Fox Crossing
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Electric scooter program extension pending

Neenah News

An electric scooter company’s opera-
tion in Neenah was looking to gain ap-
proval this week for another year of opera-
tion with the Common Council voting on
the new contract Wednesday.

The renewal had been sent back to the
city’s Public Services and Safety Commit-
tee to further discuss some concerns over
where the vehicles are being placed and
how complaints were being monitored.

The city entered into an agreement with
Bird Rides Inc. last spring that started with
25 and expanded to 75 of the plug-in, two-
wheeled vehicles that users find and ride
with the Bird app on a smartphone.

Community Development office man-
ager Samantha Jefferson said the 2022
program was “highly successful with ap-
proximately 11,000 rides taken and over
30,000 miles traveled by more than 2,800
unique users.”

Jefferson said there were 105 complaints
received by Bird from 10 independent us-
ers, while city staff came up with 53 com-
plaints that were tallied as separate inci-
dents rather than total numbers involved.
She said Bird has been quick to remedy
complaints and prefers they are reported
to the company since the riders are their
customers and their responsibility.

Dennis Kittel, a Neenah resident and
member of the Fox Cities Greenways
board, told the committee that while he is
positive about the program, he wants the
city to better monitor complaints about
where the scooters are being left to avoid
making the city’s trail system “a parking
lot for scooters.”

Community Development Director
Chris Haese told the committee he does

not anticipate the existing Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) changing in
relation to the staging of scooters but ad-
vocated for a stronger level of expectation
with Bird.

After discussions with Bird, the Police
Department, Parks and Recreation, Public
Works and Future Neenah, extension of
the pilot program with Bird Scooters for
the 2023 riding season was recommended
through Dec. 31.

Bird Rides planned to have the scoot-
ers on the ground and usable this week in
Neenah, Menasha and Fox Crossing.

Riders, who must be 18 or older, cannot
ride on sidewalks in downtown Neenah
and are prohibited in the parking ramp and
skate park. The Bird app indicates “pre-
ferred parking” areas where riders can stop
and receive a discount on their next use.

Improperly ridden or parked scooters
can be reported on the Bird mobile app
under the Community Mode icon or call-
ing 866-205-2442.

The scooters are maintained by a fleet
manager who is also responsible for col-
lecting scooters discarded outside of the
nesting areas. Riders that leave their scoot-
ers on private property or other unreach-
able areas may be charged a pickup fee ifa
Bird employee has to retrieve them.

Bird uses geo fencing to control the
maximum speed of the scooters at 18 mph
and the maximum speed on the Loop the
Little Lake Trail at 12 mph.

Electric scooters offer a low-carbon
alternative to personal cars for short dis-
tance trips. Jefferson has said other towns
with Bird scooters found that they help
relieve traffic congestion and are popular
with tourists exploring downtown areas.

Save for
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Bird scooters are expected to take to the streets of Neenah and surrounding communities this

spring for another year pending city approval.

UW campuses set suicide awareness event

The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh,
UW-Green Bay and the Center for Sui-
cide Awareness are partnering again to
host the fourth annual Northeast Wiscon-
sin Suicide Prevention Summit, a virtual
event from 8:30 a.m. to 4:1S5 p.m. May 11.

The event promotes suicide awareness
and deepening the understanding of who
is most vulnerable and risk factors. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC), suicide is the leading cause
of death in the United States with a death
occurring about every 11 minutes.

“We are dedicated to preventing suicide
through proactive education, training,

Member Eligibility Required

.| Federally

emotional support, collaboration and in-
tervention,” said Barb Bigalke, executive
director of the Center for Suicide Aware-
ness.

Keynote speaker will be multi-genre
vocalist, guitarist and songwriter Bailey
James, who has produced 19 singles and
an EP. James’ brother took his own life
and she has struggled with mental health
issues. She copes and shares her journey
through her music.

The summit will conclude with a pan-
el discussion of SOS Kaukauna members
sharing their challenges after the sudden
death of someone close by suicide.

Insured by NCUA.
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Octagon House holds history and its keepers

By David Hall
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Nestled adjacent to the Main Street
bridge, across from Arrowhead Park,
many pass by the Neenah Historical Soci-
ety every day without realizing it. A non-
profit organization dedicated to preserv-
ing and promoting the history of Neenah,
the society was founded in 1948.

The Smith Octagon House, built in
1856, is the home of the Neenah Histor-
ical Society and considered to be one of
the finest examples of octagon architec-
ture in the United States.

The first owner of the house was flour
mill owner Edward Smith, then by his
brother Hiram, a merchant and paper mill
owner.

The house was purchased by the Quinn
family in 1923 and remained in their hands
until the society bought it in 1993. The
original 30-foot octagon was enlarged three
times, the society’s history notes, twice
with brick that matches the original con-
struction, and a third time much later with
wood siding. Its cupola came down some
time in the 1930s, and the Quinns convert-
ed the house into three apartment units.

The Octagon House also serves as a
museum with exhibits that showcase the
history of the city and surrounding area.
Some highlight the area’s indigenous peo-
ple, the city’s industrial past including the
paper industry, and cultural history with
displays on local sports teams.

The Neenah Historical Society has part-
nered with the Menasha Historical Soci-
ety to celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the incorporation of the two cities. This
new exhibit features a historical overview
of the people, places and things that make

Photos by David Hall
Visitors to the Octagon House recently got an
early look at an exhibit by the Neenah and
Menasha historical societies marking the 150th
anniversary of the two cities’ incorporation.

Neenah and Menasha special.

The society also operates a research cen-
ter that provides access to historical docu-
ments, photographs and related materials.
The research center is open to the public
and provides resources for individuals,
researchers and students interested in the
history of the region.

Educational programs and events are
offered throughout the year, including lec-
tures, tours and workshops. Information
about upcoming events can be found at
neenahhistoricalsociety.com.
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Gold Cross begins area expansion project

Gold Cross Ambulance Service broke
ground earlier this week on a new facility
in Menasha to deal with expansion needs
in northeast Wisconsin, which it expects
to be completed in October.

WRITING
OPPORTUNITIES

Do you have the pulse
on the community?
Interested in feature
stories or prep sports?

We are looking for writers interested in creating
community features, news stories or sports
reporting on a freelance basis for either the
Oshkosh Herald or Neenah News weekly
newspapers. Submissions would need a local
focus that also can connect to broader topics.
Compensation is on a story-by-story basis.

Contact editor@oshkoshherald.com to get more details.

The ambulance service broke ground
on a new facility across the street from its
1055 Wittmann Drive headquarters that
opened 12 years ago, which will become
a training center upon completion of the
new facility.

Gold Cross’s dispatch center report-
ed that it has been receiving above 5,000
more calls in the past five years than in
previous years.

Gold Cross works with 28 emergency
medical responder agencies in the region
and seven local hospitals, including three
Ascension Wisconsin hospitals and four
ThedaCare hospitals. It also works with
emergency responder agencies that in-
clude Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue, Fox
Valley Metro Police Department, Win-
nebago County Sheriff’s Office, along
with area towns and villages.
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Murder charge plea deal made in 2021 death

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeeENAH NEws

A Minnesota man accused of killing
22-year-old Roger Ridgeway near Gord’s
Pub in Neenah in 2021 entered into a plea
deal last week to a lesser charge of first-de-
gree recklessly endangering safety.

Mandel Roy, 26, was facing a felony
murder charge that carried a total sen-
tence of up to SS years in prison. First-de-
gree recklessly endangering safety carries
a maximum penalty of 12.5 years in pris-
on.

Ridgeway, of Fox Crossing, arrived at
Gord’s Pub around 10:30 p.m. April 21,
2021. He was captured on surveillance
video leaving the bar a short time later
with Roy, Terran Colwell, 30, of Minneso-

ta, and Charles Hoofman, 53, of Neenah.

The group walked to a grassy area in a
nearby parking lot where a fight broke out.
Roy is identified on video beating Ridge-
way with a tire knocker. Colwell jumps in
and at some point and is recorded calling
for a knife.

Documents indicate Roy and Colwell
continued beating Ridgeway while he
tried to get away. Ridgeway was stabbed
six times and died at the scene.

Colwell was seen in footage carrying a
knife and Ridgeway’s wallet, which was
never located. A witness told police that
Roy had blood on his hands. All of the
parties involved said they didn’t see a knife
and didn’t know who stabbed Ridgeway.

Colwell was also initially charged with

Oak tree disease prevention urged by DNR

The state Department of Natural Resourc-
es (DNR) notes that the arrival of spring
brings a high risk for the often-fatal oak wilt
disease and recommends not pruning or
cutting oak trees from April through July.

In spring and early summer, pruning
and cutting oak trees leaves them vulner-
able to oak wilt, which rapidly kills trees
in the red oak group and weakens those in
the white oak group. Sap-feeding beetles
spread the disease between oaks by carry-
ing oak wilt spores from infected trees or
firewood to fresh, exposed tree wounds.

As of March, oak wilt has been found in
northeast Wisconsin and statewide.

“We have seen alot of tree damage from
winter storms that brought heavy snowfall
and ice accumulations, causing stems to
snap and branches to break and leaving
trees completely bent over in some areas
of the state,” said Paul Cigan, DNR forest
health specialist.

DNR pathologist Kyoko Scanlon fore-
casts the possibility of a brief delay to the

start of the oak wilt high-risk period this
spring. The slower spring warmup pro-
vides a great opportunity for those wish-
ing to clean up yards, trails and forests of
fallen debris before the oak wilt risk be-
comes too high.

Although tree paint or wound dressing
is not normally recommended on pruned
or wounded surfaces, a light application of
these products immediately after an oak is
damaged or cut may be the only defense
against oak wilt infection during this high-
risk period. If possible, apply within 15
minutes. Wounds are susceptible to oak
wilt for 72 hours.

Check with your municipality to find
out if they have their own oak wilt ordi-
nances that you should follow. Keeping
firewood local or purchasing Wiscon-
sin-certified firewood is another key com-
ponent of protecting trees and maintain-
ing healthy forests.

More information is available on the
DNR’s oak wilt webpage.

Hunter education courses offered, instructors needed

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) encourages the public to
prepare for the 2023 hunting seasons by
enrolling in a hunter safety course as ei-
ther a new hunter or retaking the course
as arefresher.

The DNR notes that most hunting inci-
dents in Wisconsin involve hunters older
than 40, decades after learning firearm
safety rules. More than 20,000 people
take hunter education courses in Wiscon-
sin each year.

Anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 1973, is
required to have a hunter education certi-
fication to purchase a hunting license un-
less hunting under the Mentored Hunting

Law. The DNR offers online Hunter Edu-
cation options for adults 18 and older. If
a hands-on method is preferred, there are
two other ways to complete courses.

All course options, links to enroll and
cost information are outlined on the
DNR'’s website.

The DNR encourages individuals to
consider bringing their education enthu-
siasm and calling for volunteerism to join
the team of instructors. Instructors must
be at least 18 years old and graduate from
the Hunter Safety student course in Wis-
consin.

Details are on the DNR’s Volunteer In-
structor webpage.

felony murder. The charge was later
amended and she pled no contest to sub-
stantial battery with intention to cause
bodily harm and harboring or aiding a fel-
on. She was sentenced last September to
three years in prison.

Hoofman was sentenced in January to
60 days in jail for being a felon in posses-
sion of a firearm after police executed a
search warrant for the murder weapon and
located aloaded gun.

Hoofman was recorded on surveillance
footage at the scene while Ridgeway was
being beaten, but he has not been directly
charged in the murder.

Roy’s case was repeatedly delayed due
to a statewide shortage of public defend-
ers. The court appointed former Win-

nebago County prosecutor Scott Ceman
to represent Roy last November.

Ceman filed a notice in January that
he intended to show evidence at trial
that Colwell and Hoofman committed
the crime. Ceman alleged that Colwell
obtained a knife from Hoofman that she
used to fatally stab Ridgeway.

While in jail, Roy was charged with two
misdemeanor counts of criminal damage
to property, one count of disorderly con-
duct and one count of battery. As part of
the plea deal, all four misdemeanor counts
were dismissed.

Roy pled no contest and was convicted
last week of first-degree recklessly endan-
gering safety.

He will be sentenced June 2.

WRIGHTWAY

Financing Available - Call for Details
920-232-5600

WrightwayBuilt.com
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Five selected to school district’s hall of fame

Five prominent alumni comprise the
Neenah Joint School District’s eighth Hall
of Fame Class of 2023. Those inducted will
be Jack Ankerson, Byron Bell, Tori Bohan-
non, Andrew Coan and Marty Robinson.

The inductees were selected by a com-
mittee of 15 that included former and
current employees and alumni. The group
will be honored at an Oct. 7 banquet at the
new Neenah High School as part of home-
coming festivities.

The group brings the total members of
the Hall of Fame to 49. Tickets will go on
sale in early August.

Jack Ankerson (Class of 1960): Anker-
son was a three-sport standout in high
school and at Ripon College, participating
in football, basketball and tennis. He was a
16th round draft choice as a quarterback
by the St. Louis Cardinals in the NFL and,
after a brief professional playing career, he
began a career in the front office of profes-
sional sports. He was the general manag-
er of the San Antonio Spurs and Virginia
Squires of the American Basketball Asso-
ciation. He also worked in the front office
of the Norfolk Tides minor league base-
ball team. Ankerson is active in the Nor-
folk, Va. community.

Ankerson m Bohannon Coan Robinson

Byron Bell (Class of 1932): Bell com-
posed the music and wrote the words for
the Neenah High School song that is still
in use today. He also starred on the court
in basketball and tennis, leading Neen-
ah to a consolation title at the 1932 state
basketball tournament. He was a member
of Neenah’s only American Legion base-
ball state championship team in 1930.
An all-conference and all-state basketball
player, he is one of six former Rockets to
play at the University of Wisconsin and
captained the Badgers as a senior. Bell
taught music for 39 years in the Lake Ge-
neva School District. He passed away in
2008 at age 94.

Tori Bohannon (Class of 2003): Bo-
hannon was a three-sport athlete in high
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school and captained the volleyball, bas-
ketball and soccer teams as a senior. She
was a member of the band and also earned
a gold award, the highest honor in Girl
Scouts, while starting a Special Olympics
basketball training program. Bohannon
was a four-year starter in soccer at North-
western University and a three-time Ac-
ademic all-Big Ten selection. Bohannon
is the Elementary Head of School at Na-
maste Charter School in Chicago.
Andrew Coan (Class of 1995): Coan
was a state champion debate student and
valedictorian of his graduating class in
high school. He also finished at the top
of his class at the University of Wisconsin
and was one of 20 students nationwide
to earn a Beinecke Brothers Memorial

Scholarship for graduate study. He won
the Mark Mensink Prize for top honors
thesis and the Distinguished English Stu-
dent Award. Coan earned a juris doctorate
from Stanford University and has been an
assistant law professor at the University of
Arizona since 2014 after six years teaching
at UW-Madison.

Marty Robinson (Class of 1987):
An accomplished musician, Robinson is
widely regarded in the Midwest as a jazz
and classical trumpeter, both as a solo-
ist and in chamber music settings. He
earned a degree in trumpet performance
from Lawrence University, a master’s de-
gree in jazz studies from Eastman School
of Music and a doctorate in composition
from Florida State University. He was an
associate professor for 10 years at Florida
A&M University and has been a professor
of trumpet and jazz at UW-Oshkosh since
2004. He is the composer and trumpeter
on numerous recordings that have been
aired on national television and radio.

Nominations for Hall of Fame classes
are accepted through the district website.
Forms are also available at the district of-
fice. Once an individual is nominated, he
or she will be considered every year.

Middle school associate principal named

A familiar face will join the administra-
tive team at Neenah Middle School as an
associate principal when the school opens
for grade 5-8 students
next fall.

Curtis Bartlett, who
serves as the district’s
STEM  coordinator,
will oversee the near-
ly 2,000 students and
200 staff members at
Neenah’s new middle
school. Bartlett will
continue in his duties
as STEM coordinator unless the state
budget brings additional funding to allow
for the hiring of a replacement.

Bartlett began his career in Neenah in
2012 as a high school math teacher for
three years before transitioning to the

STEM position. Bartlett helped imple-
ment the Project Lead the Way activities
that take place in schools across the dis-
trict. He is also involved in curriculum de-
velopment, revising the math curriculum
districtwide over the past eight years.

Bartlett previously taught middle school
math for five years in Austin, Minn., and
high school math for two years in Wash-
ington, N.C. A Berlin native, he earned a
math degree from Luther College (Iowa)
and completed a master’s degree in sec-
ondary math from the University of Min-
nesota.

While in Austin, Bartlett was one of
two teachers who led a districtwide grad-
ing philosophy change called Grading for
Learning, which earned national media
recognition and was presented at several
conferences.

‘Anastasia’ production brings music honors

Neenah High School’s production of its
fall musical “Anastasia” received two nom-
inations for Center State High School mu-
sical awards that will be presented May 6
at the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center.

The nominees are selected among the
musical productions from 31 local high
schools. Ella Mainville was nominated for
Outstanding Performance in a Lead Role
as Dowager Empress Maria Feodorov-
na. Neenah was also one of three schools
nominated for Outstanding Pit Orchestra.

Two students among the nominees will
be selected at the awards event to partici-
pate in the National High School Musical
Jimmy Awards set for June 18-27 in New
York City. Mainville will participate in
an audition and interview process for the
possibility to become selected.

Trained adjudicators attended each
school’s musical production and provided
educational feedback.

Submitted photo
Ella Mainville was nominated for a state
award with her performance as Dowager
Empress Maria Feodorovna in “Anastasia”
at Neenah High School.

Butter Braid sale benefits Doty Island council

A Butter Braid pastry sale that runs un-
til April 24 is underway to raise funds for
the Doty Island Development Council’s
home base in the E.D. Smith Building.

They can be ordered online at dotyis-
land.net, through email at dotyisland@
gmail.com or from a board member. The
Butter Braids will be available May 4 and
can be picked up between 3:30 and 5:50

p.m. at the E.D. Smith Building, 181 E.
North Water.

Doty Island board members also will be
making deliveries.

The group moved to its new location
last fall and decided to fundraise for rent
costs to ensure all community member-
ship money taken in is put back into Doty
Island programs and events.




APrIL 7, 2023

NEENAHNEWSNOW.COM [] PAGE 7

Opioid funds

FROM PAGE 1

sional sectors related to the crisis.

“Individuals who responded to that in-
cluded people who work across the con-
tinuum of care,” he said, “from prevention,
harm reduction treatment to recovery,
but also those who work in children and
family services, law enforcement, first re-
sponders, people with lived experience,
and also loved ones who support those
with substance use disorder.”

Krupski said this round of funds would
have a focus on law enforcement and first
responders that the Joint Committee on
Finance had pointed to in the last approv-
al session.

The $8 million proposal strategy in-
cludes $4 million toward increased avail-
ability of Narcan and fentanyl test strips
statewide, $3 million for capital projects
and $1 million for substance use preven-
tion curriculums or programs in K-12
schools.

With Winnebago County being a party
to the settlement agreement, the County
Board in February approved execution
of the agreement with any funds received
after attorney fees going into its Opioid
Abatement Account. Total revenues from
the settlement have not been determined
and must be spent on opioid abatement
measures.

County Executive Jon Doemel is chair-
man of the Wisconsin Counties Asso-
ciation’s Ad Hoc Task Force on Opioid
Abatement Strategies and District Attor-
ney Eric Sparr serves on the panel. Execu-
tive assistant Ethan Hollenberger said the
county constantly reviews best practices
on opioid abatement efforts.

“The county has begun to receive set-
tlement payments and has allocated some
of the proceeds for an alternatives to pros-
ecution program called Connect,” Hol-
lenberger said in an email. The program
launched in 2018 provides substance

abuse treatment and recovery services,
along with connections to housing, em-
ployment and health services in lieu of
prosecution. Hollenberger said Connect
is now being partially funded with some
of the settlement dollars.

County Health Department officials
said when the settlement was announced
that navigation support also would be a
priority, which includes providing access
to jobs, transportation and the ability to
get housing that can disrupt recovery ef-
forts.

The Wisconsin Department of Justice
announced approval of the agreement
in February 2022 with the nation’s three
major pharmaceutical distributors — Car-
dinal, McKesson and AmerisourceBergen
- and Johnson & Johnson. Payments from
the distributors will continue for 18 years
while payments from Johnson & Johnson
will go for nine years.

The DHS is required to submit a plan
to the Joint Committee on Finance every
year with details on the projects. The $8
million is expected to arrive in June and
July.

The state received about $31 million in
opioid settlement payments in the second
half of 2022, which went to fund school-
based prevention programs, Narcan and
fentanyl test strip programs, medica-
tion-assisted treatment, room and board
costs for Medicaid members in residential
treatment, renovation or construction of
care and treatment facilities, an overdose
alert system, support for tribal nations and
support for law enforcement agencies.

Over-the-counter sales of Narcan were
approved last week by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration, which Krupski said
adds accessibility to the lifesaving medica-
tion used to reverse opioid overdoses but
doesn’t impact the Narcan programs sup-
ported by the DHS proposals.

The legislative committee is given 14
days to either approve or raise an objec-
tion to the plan before the DHS can begin
any fund distributions.

Election results

FROM PAGE 1

iel Kelly with 55.5% of the statewide vote.
Neenah residents favored Protasiewicz
4,609 to 3,135 while Winnebago Coun-
ty voters supported her by a 26,237 to
22,246 margin.

Board of Education

One incumbent and two newcomers
were elected from among six candidates
for three-year terms on the Neenah Joint
School District Board of Education.

Deborah Watry retained her board seat
while Lindsay Clark and Michelle Swar-
denski won the other two openings as
Tom Hanby fell short on gaining a new
term.

Clark took the most votes with 6,444,
followed by Swardenski (4,988), Watry
(4,723), Rock Shafer (4,095), Hanby
(3,589) and Brian Roeh (3,127).

Board member Amy Morrissey did not
seek re-election.

County circuit court

Winnebago County Judge Scott Woldt
retained his Branch 2 bench seat against
challenger and former Branch 4 Judge
LaKeisha Haase.

Woldt, who has been a circuit court
judge since his appointment in 2004 and
re-election in 2005, 2011 and 2017, de-
feated Haase by a 23,457 to 22,099 mar-
gin.

Haase was appointed in December
2020 by Gov. Tony Evers after Judge Kar-
en Siefert’s retirement and took the bench

in January 2021. She lost her election bid
in 2021 to Michael Gibbs.

Judge Daniel Bissett ran unopposed for
re-election to the Branch 6 circuit court seat.

Fox Crossing

Village president Dale Youngquist was
unopposed for a new term, while Kris
Koeppe and Barbara Hanson also gained
new terms unopposed as village trustees.
Jason Patzwald joined the board unop-
posed, replacing Mark Englebert, who did
not seek re-election.

Timothy Hogan was unopposed and
re-elected as municipal judge.

Town of Clayton

Town board chairman Russell Geise,
Kay Lettau and Linda Grundman were
unopposed for re-election as board super-
visors.

Town of Neenah

Bob Schmeichel ran unopposed as town
board chairperson, and Brooke Cardoza
and Tom Wilde were elected as board su-
pervisors, also running unopposed.

David Pavlik was elected unopposed as
municipal judge for the towns of Clayton,
Neenah, Vinland, Winchester and Winne-
conne.

Town of Vinland

For the Town Board Supervisor 2 po-
sition, incumbent Stacy Frakes defeated
challenger Mike McNamee 398-311,
while chairman Donald O’Connell, su-
pervisor Todd Devens and clerk-treasur-
er Karen Brazee were re-elected unop-

posed.

Submitted photo

Bruce Howe is surrounded by current Spiritus missionaries (clockwise from left) Rose
Kwasniewski, Scott Cotto, Rosie Costa, Frank Hessel and Joseph Jacques.

Ministry honors contributor, leader

Neenah resident Bruce Howe will re-
ceive the 2023 “Heart of Jesus Award”
from Spiritus Ministries honoring the im-
pact he had on the organization over the
past 20 years through the mission of Spiri-
tus/Mount Tabor Center.

The Spiritus ministry is made up of
young adult Catholics from across the
nation who offer their time to lead youth
by giving retreats and youth ministry pro-
grams.

Spiritus Ministries is hosting an event
open to all who wish to recognize Howe
and the mission he supports. The live
program begins at 6:45 p.m. April 21 at
https://givebutter.com/HeartofJesus.

He became involved with the Mena-
sha-based Mount Tabor Center in 2004.

He has served on the board of directors,
chairman of the board, and is active on the
development committee, gaining him the
title of master evangelizer thanks to his gift
of inviting others to support the mission.

When Spiritus was first proposed,
Howe was a major influencer and shared
that “moving forward with Spiritus was
the right thing to do.” His championing of
Spiritus helped inspire more than 65,000
young Catholics and formed more than
130 missionaries.

The evening will include a presentation
of the Heart of Jesus award, witnesses
from current Spiritus missionaries, and
opportunities to hear about how the min-
istry is transforming the lives of youth and
young adults.

Foot Care for Older Adults

Because healthy feet are happy feet

e Foot soak, nail trim and file, callus
reduction, education and referral, and
foot massage with lotion

e Care provided by a registered nurse
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are available (extra charges apply)

Call for a Foot Care Appointment: (920) 727-5555
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Advocates call for expandmg driver’s license access

By Jonah Chester
WPR/Wi1SCONSIN WATCH

“Antonio’s” daily commute to work could
end with his family being torn apart.

Antonio, not his real name, is among
Wisconsin’s estimated 70,000 residents
who lack permanent legal status. None of
them is eligible for a driver’s license, mean-
ing they face legal risks — even possible de-
tention and deportation — whenever they
take the wheel. That stirs anxiety extending
to family, like Antonio’s daughter.

“Once she sees the police, she freezes,’
says Antonio, who has lived in the country
since 2008 and asked to remain anony-
mous for fear of legal repercussions. “She’s
starting to worry, because she knows my
situation. And she’s like, ‘Oh, Dad, you have
to drive carefully, because we don’t want

the police to stop you.”

It hasn't always been this way in Wis-
consin, which once provided a licensing
pathway for residents who enter the coun-
try illegally. The state closed that path 16
years ago, leaving people like Antonio with
few safe options for navigating a state with
shrinking or nonexistent public transit sys-
tems. A 30-minute car ride from Green Bay
is the only viable way Antonio can com-
mute to his job with a cabinet shop, he says.

“I don’t even see any bus stations by my
work, so I don’t think it’s a choice to go to
my work by bus,” he says.

Immigrant advocacy groups have long
pushed to repeal Wisconsin’s ban on driv-
er’s licenses for people who lack legal sta-
tus, saying doing so is not only humane, but
would expand the state’s tight labor force
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and boost public safety — an argument
that research in other states supports.

Gov. Tony Evers has called for doing just
that. Removing the ban would pave the way
for licensing as many as 32,000 residents in
three years, Madison-based Kids Forward,
aliberal-leaning advocacy group, estimated
in2018.

“In America’s Dairyland, immigrants are
an essential part of our communities,” Evers
said during his budget address in February.
“Let’s make sure everyone can access driv-
er’s licenses regardless of their citizenship
status, so that workers can get from point
A to point B, and we can make our roads
safer, too.”

But the Republican-controlled Legisla-
ture has stripped that provision from two
previous budgets it has sent for Evers’ sig-
nature, and it is likely to again do so. Re-
publicans argue the state’s spending plan
shouldn’t include non-fiscal proposals that
merit debate through standalone legisla-
tion.

“The driver’s license idea is just one idea
among many ideas,” Sen. Howard Mar-
klein, a Spring Green Republican who co-
leads the Joint Finance Committee, said.
“However, it is also a non-fiscal policy item.
We will not be including most, if not all,
non-fiscal policy in the state budget.”

Standalone legislation in past years has
failed to draw a hearing in Republican-con-
trolled committees.

Still, as more states open licensing path-
ways for immigrant drivers who currently
don’t qualify, advocates for Wisconsin im-
migrants — and farmers who employ some
of them — hope to see a breakthrough.

“It’s a long battle,” says Primitivo Torres,
deputy operations director of the advocacy
group Voces de la Frontera, a key voice in
Wisconsin’s “driver’s licenses for all” move-
ment. “But it’s a battle that we're willing to
take on because of the need for our com-
munities.”

The roots of Wisconsin’s current licens-
ing law lie in federal immigration system
changes adopted after the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attacks.

Following a recommendation from the
federal 9/11 Commission, Congress in
2005 passed the ReallD Act, which re-
quires a RealID-compliant license to access
certain facilities and resources — everything
from boarding a flight to entering federal
properties, such as federal courthouses.

That prompted legislatures to change
state licensing policies to comply with the
federal regulations.

Wisconsin's ReallD law cleared the Re-
publican-controlled Legislature in 2006
and took effect the next year, allowing only
people who entered the country legally

to obtain driver’s licenses. Then-Gov. Jim
Doyle, a Democrat, reluctantly signed the
law, which many legislative Democrats op-
posed.

Despite questions about whether the
federal government would provide enough
funding for the changes, Doyle called the
law necessary to “crack down on driver’s
license fraud,” the Associated Press report-
ed at the time. He also worried failing to
comply with the federal law would have
repercussions for every Wisconsinite with
adriver’ license.

Nineteen states and the District of Co-
lumbia have since permitted drivers to
obtain driver’s identification that doesn’t
comply with the ReallD Act. While those
IDs can’t be used to board an airplane or
enter certain federal facilities, drivers can
use them during a traffic stop, or when ap-
plying for auto insurance.

Wisconsin’s legislative Republicans have
previously argued loosening Wisconsin
licensing requirements would incentivize
illegal immigration.

“There’s a tendency to sometimes accept
the fact that we have people here breaking
the law,” Assembly Speaker Robin Vos said
in 2009. Vos’ office did not return a request
for a comment on Evers’ latest proposal.

Advocates argue driver’s cards will in-
crease safety by requiring more drivers to
take a licensing exam and granting them
identification to apply for auto insurance.

The Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy
Sheriffs Association was among the few
groups to publicly support the original ban
on licenses for residents lacking permanent
legal status. Now, it has no formal position
but is “always open to discussions on how
to make our roads safer in Wisconsin,” San-
dra Schueller, the group’s business manag-
er, said in an email.

Some Wisconsin police leaders have
criticized the ban. Alfonso Morales did so
when he was the Milwaukee police chief.
Now he is police chief in Fitchburg,

Madison Police Chief Shon Barnes also
opposes the prohibition.

“We think it’s best when we can identify
people,” Barnes said in February. “When
we can identify people who may be victim-
ized, or people who want to file a report, or
people who want to experience the same
rights and privileges that we all experience”

In Wisconsin, first offenders caught
driving without a license face a fine of up
to $200. Repeat offenses could mean incar-
ceration — and, for those without legal sta-
tus, potentially being flagged to ICE.

The nonprofit Wisconsin Watch (www.WisconsinWatch.
org) collaborates with Milwaukee Neighborhood News
Service, WPR, PBS Wisconsin, other news media and
the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication.
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Rockets revamp roster, welcome new head coach

By Dustin Riese
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Any time a first-time head coach takes
over a high school program, there are go-
ing to be bumps along the way.

When you take on a program that has
the expectations that the Neenah Rockets
tend to have, the challenge will be even
greater.

Enter Aaron Nelson.

The former Little Chute High School
assistant coach, who led the Little Chute
American Legion team to its only state

appearance in
BaSEba" 2017, takes over a
PREVIEW

Neenah program
that finished 12-12
overall last year and
7-10 in the Fox Valley Association.

Nelson said he is ready to embrace the
expectations and challenges that come
with this job.

“I am excited to have the opportunity to
lead this team,” Nelson said. “I know they
had bigger expectations for last season,
but did not reach the heights they were
hoping for. I expect to compete with ev-
eryone in the conference. We know that
we have to bring it every night as this con-
ference does not allow for a night off. The
goal is always to compete for a conference
title and when you are in the top 3-4 of
the FVA, then other expectations come
with that including regional, sectional and
state.”

Nelson inherits a team that graduated
three all-conference players as well as the
team’s leading hitter from a senior-lad-
en team a year ago, but the Rockets have
some varsity veterans to lean on.

Neenah returns a pair of players who
hit over .300 a year ago in infielders Ethan
Van Dyke and Brady Corso. Van Dyke was
a second-team all-FVA selection at second
base, while Corso earned honorable men-
tion honors at shortstop.

Andrew Carlson also returns after a sol-
id year at the plate and should play a big-
ger role in the Rockets’ offense.

On the mound, AJ Price is the returning
hurler with the most varsity innings from
last year and will anchor the pitching staff
along with Becket Davidson, who saw a
limited varsity role.

Although there is a veteran presence on
the squad, Nelson is expecting plenty of
new players getting a taste of varsity action
this season.

“This team is going to have a lot of new
faces with the loss of a large senior class,
but also has some underclassmen that had
opportunities to compete at this level last
year,” he said. “We look to them to take
their game to the next level and help us
reach our goals of a conference champi-
onship.”

For the Rockets to claim the FVA ti-
tle, they will have to take down the top-
ranked team in Division 1, the Kimberly
Papermakers, who bring back plenty of
talent from their state team a year ago.
Hortonville is also another program ex-
pected to be near the top as is Appleton
North.

Apart from those three, the FVA is wide
open this season, which bodes well for the
conference.

“When you look at the conference as a
whole, having three new coaches, we will
look to compete right away with some

very talented teams,” Nelson said. “We're
going to have to have underclassmen step
up and fill roles that were left with the de-
parture of seniors. The team is going to
have to come together and connect, pick-
ing each other up on both sides of the ball.
With a large junior class, the players that
have not had as many opportunities at
the varsity level, will need to step up and
fill their roles, competing with each other
each day in order to be ready to compete
on game day””

Zephyrs looking
for big things in 2023

A strong finish to the 2022 season has
the St. Mary Catholic baseball team eye-
ing some high goals entering this year’s
campaign.

The Zephyrs won 10 of their final 14
games in the regular season after starting
the year 0-4. The team also had the start of
their home season delayed as they waited
for their turf field to be finished.

With all of that behind them, sec-
ond-year head coach Jeff Hogenson is
ready to embrace the challenges his team
could face this season as he is ready to con-
tend for a Big East crown.

“Our coaching staff is excited for our
second season,” Hogenson said. “With a
season under our belt, the unique chal-
lenges behind us, and spending last sum-
mer coaching the seventh and eighth
grade team, our staff, and our players, have
worked hard to install the foundation of
our program that we can continue to build
upon as we move forward. Although we
finished fifth in conference last season, our

SN

ST. MARY CATHOLIC
Mar 28 Crivitz Wolverines 4:00pm
Apr 3 Valders 4:30pm
Apr5 St. Mary’s Springs Academy 4:30pm
Apr 11 Reedsville 4:30pm
Apr 13 Oostburg 4:30pm
Apr 15 @ Winneconne 10:00am
Apr 18 @ Mishicot 4:30pm
Apr 20 Manitowoc Lutheran 4:30pm
Apr 22 Southern Door 10:00am
Apr 25 Hilbert 4:30pm
Apr 27 @ Kobhler / Christian 4:30pm
Apr 29 @ Cedarburg High School 11:00am
May 2 @ Cedar Grove / Belgium 4:30pm
May 5 Random Lake 4:30pm
May 9 @ Ozaukee 4:30pm
May 11 @ Howards Grove 6:30pm
May 16 Sheboygan Area Lutheran 4:30pm
May 18 @ Elkhart Lake / Glenbeulah 4:30pm
May 20 Luxemburg / Casco 10:00am
May 22 @ Plymouth 4:30pm
Home Games played at St. Mary Catholic Baseball Field
BOLD designates home games.
Schedules & locations are subject to change. Check school’s website for updates

goal for the 2023 season is to compete for
a conference title.”

One thing the Zephyrs have going for
them is a strong cast of returning players
in the mix.

St. Mary Catholic lost only four seniors
from last season’s team and so there is still
plenty of talent back in the mix including
Owen Ripley and Matt Betchner who will
look to provide the senior leadership this
season. Ripley was a second-team, all-con-
ference pitcher a year ago.

Along with that duo look for juniors
Fisher Mackenzie, Aidan Birling, Noah
Decker, Ray Pingel and Colin Nigl to be
major contributors as three of the five are
returning starters from last year.

Throw in a group of 11 freshmen that
have the potential to land on varsity this
season and SMC is not only deep, but tal-
ented enough to make things difficult for a
lot of teams this season.

“We are very excited for the eleven in-
coming freshmen this year,” Hogenson
said. “Of those 11 there will be opportuni-
ties for a few of them to get some innings
at the varsity level this season.”

Hogenson knows that it will be up to
his upperclassmen to step up this season
should the Zephyrs want to contend for
the conferene crown this year.

“With our strong class of juniors and
seniors we look forward to building on
where we left off in 2022 and compete for
a Big East title in 2023,” Hogenson said. ‘A
solid pitching staff and some more consis-
tent offensive productivity should put us
in the mix to compete for the title and po-
tentially set us up to make a deep playoft
run.

Mar 31 @ Bay Port 4:30pm
Apr 4 @ Hortonville 5:00pm
Apr 6 Oshkosh West 4:30pm
Apr 11 @ Appleton North 4:30pm
Apr 13 Kimberly 4:30pm
Apr 18 @ Appleton East 4:30pm
Apr 20 Oshkosh North 4:30pm
Apr 22 @ Wisconsin Lutheran 2:00pm
@ New Berlin West 4:30pm
Apr 25 @ Fond du Lac 4:30pm
Apr 27 @ Kaukauna 4:30pm
Apr 29 @ Oregon Noon
May 2 Appleton West 4:30pm
May 4 Hortonville 4:30pm
May 5 @ Oshkosh West 4:30pm
May 9 Appleton North 4:30pm
May 11 @ Kimberly 4:30pm
May 12 Appleton East 4:30pm
May 13 De Pere 11:00am
Ashwaubenon 2:00pm
May 16 @ Oshkosh North 5:00pm
May 18 Fond du Lac 4:30pm
May 20 @ Menasha 4:00pm
May 23 Kaukauna 4:30pm
May 25 @ Appleton West 5:00pm
Home Games played at Neenah High School Baseball Diamond
BOLD designates home games.
Schedules & locations are subject to change. Check school’s website for updates
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Neenah boys look to bring
balanced lineup to track

Neenah News

It seems that the Neenah boys track and
field team enters the 2023 season with a
little chip on their shoulders.

The Rockets sent three sprint relays to
the state meet last June but fell short of
reaching the finals in any of the three.

“I don’t think the guys that went there
last year left anywhere close to being sat-
isfied. It’s something they want to get after

this year,” said boys

TraCk and ﬁEId head coach Kurt

PREVIEW Krueger. “It’s a pret-
ty big driving force””

All three of the

relays return team members from last

year and are expected to be a part of those
events again this year.

Grant Dean and Jase Jenkins ran on the
400-meter relay, Jenkins and Ethan Snider
anchored the 800-meter relay and Snider
and C]J Fredrickson were members of the
1,600-meter relay.

“They are pretty hungry and they are
looking to get some of the other guys on
board with them,” Krueger said.

In addition to helping fill the relays,
that group of returnees — as well as Owen
Wise — will filter into the individual sprint
events as well, while Neenah will turn to
members of the state-qualifying cross
country team for the distance events.

Krueger said he expects Jack Dorner,
Alex Thayer and Carson Timm to lead that
group, while Blake Dietzen in the shot put
and Trevor McGinnis in the pole vault and
high jump will be leading the Rockets’
field event competitors.

“I think we’re pretty balanced,” Krueger
said. “We’ll get a little bit of a better feel
when we move outdoors. We will have to
wait and see”

One of the strengths of the squad will
be the fact that the majority of the ath-
letes won’t be donning a Rockets” uniform
for the first time this school year. Neen-

ah is flush with multi-sport athletes and
Krueger likes that aspect of his roster.

“(Multi-sport athletes) just know how
to compete,” Krueger said. “They have
been put in different situations and so
they can handle different things. A multi-
sport athlete is awesome to have””

On the girls side, the Rockets will have
a lot of talent on their roster but not a lot
of seniors, based on Neenah’s lineup in the
indoor meets.

Sophomore Mazie Olkowski will be
one of the top performers, coming off a
freshman season where she qualified for
the state meet in the 3,200 meters. She
leads a strong crew of distance runners
along with senior Brooke Veith, junior
Rachel Dietrich and freshman Natalie
Willes. Willes, Veith and senior Sylvia But-
ters may also competed in the 800 meters,
giving the Rockets plenty of options for a
strong 3,200-meter relay.

Junior Lydia Delene will likely be one
of the top throwers in the conference after
qualifying for sectionals in both shot put
and discus, while junior Lilly Granditzke
returns after running the 200 meters at
sectionals a year ago.

Other potential point scorers this sea-
son for the Rockets who had strongindoor
seasons are junior Chloe Dwyer, sprints;
sophomore Emma March and freshman
Madyson Simonis, hurdles; sophomore
Clare Gloudemans, pole vault; and soph-
omore Alex Chandik, jumps.

Zephyrs girls team ready

to compete this season

St. Mary Catholic’s girls team will return
a number of sectional qualifiers, based on
early-season performances for the team.

Senior Gabby Ruback was a sectional
qualifier in the long jump last season and
has gotten off to a strong start in both the
long and triple jumps this season.

See Track and field on PaGe 11

Submitted photo

The Neenah High School powerlifting team won four titles at the national meet last weekend in

Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Area powerlifters shine at nationals

By capturing four national champi-
onship trophies over the weekend, the
Neenah High School powerlifting
team achieved the best weekend in the
illustrious history of its program.

The Rockets won the girls raw, girls
equipped, boys raw and boys and girls raw
combined national championships at the
National High School Powerlifting cham-
pionships in Myrtle Beach, S.C. Neenah
had won 10 previous national champion-
ships in its history under coach Joe Lewis.

Neenah had three female athletes win
individual national titles witj Bri Ankerson,
Rylee Ehlke and Abby Hoelzel finishing
atop their respective weight classes. Ava
Meyer and Lukas Quinones added national
runner-up finishes, while Emma Donohue
and Piper Alberg had third-place lifts.

Evan Cardonza was fourth in his weight
class and Liam Rennert, Ty Anderson,
Marta Jimenez and Carson Harwood each
placed fifth to earn medals and spots on
the podium.

It’s been a successful spring for the pow-
erlifting program with the performance at
nationals coming on the heels of a state
tournament where the boys and girls
teams combined to take home the combi-

nation raw state championship.

The girls raw team placed second over-
all behind New Richmond, while the boys
raw team was also second behind Wiscon-
sin Rapids. The girls equipped team also
earned a runner-up finish.

Neenah had three individual state girls’
champions with Ankerson, Meyer and
Myah Wenzel all winning their respective
weight classes. Quinones was an individu-
al champion on the boys’ side.

The Rockets had girls’ runner-up fin-
ishes from Ehlke, Hoelzel, Harwood and
Alberg. Morgan Harwood added a third
place finish, Madyson Janichek was fourth
and Carly Keesler was fifth. For the boys,
Dominic Corrente was third, Shayne Ja-
coy was fourth and Anderson was fifth.

St. Mary Catholic also competed at the
national meet and had three lifters earn
medals. Sam Todd took second place
as an equipped lifter in the 181-pound
weight class, Connor Riehl finished in
second place as an equipped lifter in the
165-pound weight class and Maria Marti
took second place in her division.

Dan Harness, Paul Kundert, Marcos
Muniz, and Ashton Post also lifted at Na-
tionals for St. Mary Catholic.
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Prep sports roundup

SOFTBALL
Neenah knocks off

West De Pere in opener

The Rockets scored a pair of runs in the
top of the seventh to break a 1-1 tie as they
picked up a 3-1 win over the Phantoms on
Monday.

Savanna Knuth and Kyleigh Mathe
opened the seventh with back-to-back sin-
gles. One run scored on a West De Pere
error while McKenna Herm drew a bas-
es-loaded walk to plate an insurance run
later in the inning to give the Rockets a
two-run cushion.

Neenah scored its first run in the top
of the third inning when Parker Zipperer
reached on an error and later crossed the
plate. West De Pere tied the game in the
bottom of the inning.

Mathe earned the win in the circle al-
lowing two hits, three walks and a run in
six innings in her first varsity start. She
also struck out 12. Knuth pitched a score-
less seventh inning to earn the save.

Zephyrs fall to Manawa

in nonconference opener

St. Mary Catholic was held to just one
hit in falling to Manawa, 4-2, in a noncon-
ference game on Monday.

Jaylyn Akey hit a two-out double in the
seventh inning for the Zephyrs’ only hit.

Manawa scored three runs in the first
and took a 4-0 lead in the third. St. Mary
Catholic scored both of its runs in the bot-
tom of the fifth on four walks and a passed
ball.

Rhiannon Reichenbacher took the loss
for the Zephyrs, despite allowing just one
earned run while striking out nine in sev-
en innings.

BASEBALL

Zephyrs rally in final
at-bat to tip Valders

St. Mary Catholic rallied for three runs
in the bottom of the seventh inning to
squeeze past Valders, 7-6, in a nonconfer-
ence baseball game Monday.

The Zephyrs built a 4-0 lead through
four innings only to see Valders tie the
game with a four-run fifth inning and then
pull ahead with a single run in the sixth.
The Vikings took the lead into the final
frame when St. Mary Catholic was able to
rally for the win.

Owen Ripley went 2-for-3 to lead a
balanced attack for the Zephyrs. St. Mary
Catholic had seven players get at least one

hit, seven players score a run and five play-
ers drive in one run in the game.

Aidan Birling picked up the win, pitch-
ing three innings of relief and allowing
five hits, two walks and three runs, while
striking out one. Fisher Mackenzie struck
out five in four innings to start the game,
allowing five hits and three runs.

TRACK AND FIELD

Neenah girls win
home indoor meet

Led by an impressive showing in the
distance events, the Neenah girls track
and field team finished first among the
eight teams at a home meet last Thursday.

The Rockets finished with 140 points
to easily outdistance runner-up Appleton
East with 108 points. Oshkosh North was
third with 64 points.

Neenah dominated the distance events
with three finishers in the top five in both
the 1,600 and 3,200-meter races. Ra-
chel Dietrich won the 1,600 meters with
Natalie Willes taking second and Eme
Olkowski finishing fourth, while Brooke
Veith took first in the 3,200 meters fol-
lowed by Claire Gloudemans in fourth
and Katelyn Brandt in fifth.

Olkowski, Elsa Griber, Kat Russell
and Willes also teamed up to win the
3,200-meter relay.

Neenah also won the 4x160 relay with
a team of Chloe Dwyer, Madison Jensen,
Alex Chandik and Maddie Harris.

Earning second-place finishes at the
meet were Madison Simonis in the
SS-meter hurdles, Lydia Delene in the
shot put, Gloudemans in the pole vault
and Chandik in the long jump. Taking
third were Dwyer in the SS meters, Sylvia
Butters in the 800 meters, Emma Marsh in
the 200-meter hurdles and Chandik in the
triple jump.

Brynn Fox and Avery Gentile were
fourth and fifth in the high jump, re-
spectively, while Kess Nickels in both
the 55-meter and 200-meter hurdle and
Brynn Jackel in the triple jump were each

fifth.
SOCCER

Zephyrs take down
Knights in opener

The St. Mary Catholic girls soccer team
opened the season with a 1-0 win over
Lourdes Academy/Valley Christian last
Thursday.

Adriana Santamaria scored the game’s
only goal in the second half for the win.

Four area players tabbed for WFCA all-star games

Both Neenah and St. Mary Catholic had
two players selected to participate in the
annual Wisconsin Football Coaches Asso-
ciation all-star games to be held this sum-
mer in Oshkosh.

The Rockets’ Blake Dietzen and Jase
Jenkins will play in the Large School game
July 15, while the Zephyrs’ Sam Todd and
Nick Berg will participate in the 8-Player
game July 14.

Dietzen was tabbed to play on the offen-
sive line for the North squad in the Large
School game. He was a unanimous first-
team all-Fox Valley Association selection
on the offensive line last season.

Jenkins played mostly at running back
for the Rockets last season but was selected
as an outside linebacker. He did see some
action at that position at Neenah, including
his sophomore year when the majority of

his playing time was logged on defense.

Dietzen and Jenkins, who helped the
Rockets earn a co-FVA championship, are
among 12 players from the FVA on the
North roster.

Berg and Todd were both key players
in the Zephyrs going unbeaten in 8-player
games last fall and will be members of the
South team. Berg was selected to play on
the offensive line, while Todd will play both
running back and defensive end.

Berg was first-team all Ridge and Val-
ley East selection as an offensive lineman,
while Todd was a first team all-conference
selection at defensive end.

The 8-player game is set to kickoft at 7
p-m. at Titan Stadium on July 14, while the
Large School game is set to start at 4 p.m.
July 1S. The Small School game is sched-
uled to kick off at 1 p.m.

Advertise with us! Call 920-486-1616

Track and field
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Sophomore Nolie Anderson was a sec-
tional qualifier in the discus and played
eighth at the state meet. She is also likely
to participate in the shot put.

Other competitors who have had strong
showings during the indoor season are ju-
nior Norah Lee, Addison Dinka and Kath-
arine Schoeni,, as well as sophomore Lau-
ren Ripley. Dinka qualified for the state

cross country meet last fall, while Ripley
qualified as a freshman in 2021 and both
will anchor the middle distance and dis-
tance events for the Zephyrs.

For the boys, St. Mary Catholic had two
sectionals qualifiers last spring in juniors
Ashton Post and AJ Groppel, however,
neither competed at the team’s only in-
door meet.

Two of the Zephyrs top performers at
the indoor meet were Ethan Auer in the
middle distance events and junior Benja-
min Schoeni in distance events.

Sports injury prevention session offered

Dr. Erica Kroncke, a non-surgical sports
medicine physician from Aurora Health
Care, will talk about how to stay healthy
and prevent common injuries in a session
at 6 p.m. April 10 at the Neenah Public Li-
brary.

Participants will learn a proper way to

warm up before activities, and ways to
break bad habits that may be leading to
injuries or pain.

For more information, contact the ref-
erence desk by phone: 920-886-6315,
email: Library@neenahlibrary.org or visit
neenahlibrary.org.

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum earns accreditation

The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of
Glass has again achieved accreditation by
the American Alliance of Museums, which
signifies a museum’s quality and credibili-
ty to the community, governments and
outside agencies.

“The reaccreditation of the Berg-
strom-Mahler Museum of Glass is the re-
sult of first and foremost, the fully engaged
staff, and also including the commitment
of board of directors and the community
members who took time to provide their
input regarding the museum’s important
role in the community,” stated museum

board president Walt Koskinen. “The pro-
cess is an extraordinary thorough review
of every aspect of the museum’s operation
and we're very proud of this achievement.”

Originally awarded accreditation in
1974, the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum is
one of 21 in the state currently accredited
and one of only 11 fine art museums ac-
credited.

“We are so grateful to American Alli-
ance of Museums for their support and
believing in Bergstrom-Mahler Museum
of Glass for 48 years,” said Amy G. Moore-
field, museum executive director.

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Employment

New Sounds New Sites & a New Career
catch your eye? We can help! Train with
SCDTI for your CDL. Call 715-942-2700
ext 102

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local
414-520-1612

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs,
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510
920-821-6311

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT Put Your
Career in Gear!! Competitive wages & full
benefits. Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly
Home weekends, NO east/west coast, 28
central states. Van & Hopper Division. Agri-
culture experience a plus. Fox Valley company
since 1958
Call Frank 920-788-6242 or 920-858-0238.
Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

2019 GRAVELY 460 ZERO-TURN MOWER
W/BAGGER In Like New Condition. Reg.
scheduled maintenance completed along
with new oil filter, hydraulic fluid & filter
change and new air filter. Ready to go for
your mowing season! Located in FDL Co.

$8,800 CALL TOM 920-979-3200 (WCAN)

GOLDENDOODLES & RED AUSSIE DOODLE,
vac/worm/dews Family Raised $400
715-721-0246

GOLDENDOODLE PUPS, Health Cert & vet
chkd $895 715-409-0533

Miscellaneous

46TH ANNUAL AUTO PARTS SWAP MEET

& CAR SHOW! April 28-30, Jefferson Co. Fair
Park, Jefferson, WI. 3 Day Swap Meet & Car
Corral! SHOW CARS Sat/Sun Only. Adm $15
Fri/Sat; $10 Sun; No Pets. Fri 10-6pm, Sat

6-4pm, Sun 6-3pm *DEMO DERBY SUNDAY

NOON* 608-244-8416
madisonclassics.com (WCAN)

Golden Retriever Pups ACA Reg F-$500,
M-$300 great w/kids! Bonduel
715-745-4546

GRASS FED BEEF 1/4,1/2 & whole, $4.95/
Ib incl processing November
715-250-2793

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your
budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers
& Buyers' Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Development
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737
www.pdsadnet.com

HAVAPOO PUPS Small Non-Shed shots/
dews/wormed Vet chkd $700;
6mo M-CAVAPOO $450 715-255-2661
(269146)

AIREDALE TERRIER PUPPIES $400 &
SHEEPADOODLE PUPPIES $300 Ready now
715-921-9708

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display!
All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI
920-892-6006 Open Daily (WCAN)

SPRING (Massive) MARKET
Gifts * Crafts * Collectibles
Sat. Apr. 8 (8am-5pm)
300+ Vendors
FREE PARKING
RESCH EXPO/Green Bay
holidaygiftandcraftshow.com
715-526-9769

AKC Black & Yellow Labs Females $850
shots/worm/vet 715-257-1330 (267331)

AKCREG. COCKER SPANIEL PUPS NEW Big
Litters! 50% OFF!!! shots & wormed
920-563-3410 mornings(#268588)
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY
with a GENERAC home standby generator.
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now
before the next power outage:
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

AREYOU A PET OWNER? Do you want to
get up to 100% back on Vet Bills? Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company has pet coverage
that can help! Call 1-844-244-7146 to get

a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.

com/wicp (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today.
Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications
review ads to the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE
CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS T0O GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint regarding
an ad, please contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-
tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

Real Estate/Rental

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION N1503
Laney Rd., Seymour, WI - APRIL 15TH
-11AM 4 acre county property w/4 bdrm
home, 3-car garage. Household goods, Tools,
Lawn & Garden. Open House April 8th 1-3pm.
Conducted by NOLAN SALES LLC, Marion, W1
54950 (715)754-5221 Lic #165 & #142 www.
nolansales.com for details (WCAN)
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cavern ceilings like icicles
made of mineral deposits.
As water drips from the cave
ceiling, some of it evaporates
and the minerals dissolved in
the water remain. It takes
thousands of years for
stalactites to form.

Stalagmites

Stalagmites form on cavern floors
and grow up toward the ceilings.
Water drops from a stalactite land
on the floor of the cave, evaporate
and leave behind minerals. As
more minerals are left behind, a
stalagmite starts to grow upwards.

Columns form when a
stalactite and a stalagmite
meet and grow together.
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Canyou
find the two
identical
cows?

When watersoaksinto limestone,
the stone dissolves and holes start
to formunderground: These holes
are called \caves. Gaves grow very,
very slowly:

What is a Cave?

Acaveisanopeninginthe
Earththatis large'enough to
hold/a person. Most:caves
are formed inrocks that
dissolve, or.get.eaten away,
likelimestone.

[t:takes about:100,000 years fora
cave to grow large enough for,
peopletofitinside.

A person who
explores and studies
caves is called a
spelunker.

. _Natural
Air Conditioning
Farmer Howe built a hotel over
the hole. Cool air from the cave

air-conditioned the original hotel.
Farmer Howe’s hotel and cave became
very famous. Circle every other letter
to discover its name.
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Shape Search!

How many shapes can you find
in the newspaper? L ook for
triangles, squares, rectangles,
circles and more.

Standards Link: Use visual cues to

Standards Link: Display data in graphs.

Kid Scoop Puzzier

Waves Make Caves!
Sea caves are created

by waves hitting rock

cliffs over along period of

time, causing erosion.

Write the letter that comes before
each letter in the alphabet to
reveal another name for sea caves.

T[T
M

D B || W F T

Standards Link: Understand point of view using visual cues.

understand points of view.

CAVE Find the words in the puzzle.
How many of them can you
CAVERN

find on this page?
COLUMN
COOL
cow
DEEP
EARTH
FORM
HOLE
SLOWLY
STONE
STUDIES
TUNNELS
WATER
YEARS
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zZCcroommoOow
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Kid Scoop Together

Lookalike Lights

All but one of these flashlights has an identical twin.
Can you match each pair and reveal the one unique
flashlight? Have a family member try!

N—
Write On!
If | Lived Underground

Imaginethat you lived in an
underground cave. What would
it belike?Write about it!

the OASP £ NJSP BecCause:

e Local newspapers play vital roles in communities
across the globe.

e Local newspapers keep readers up-to-date on their
own communities.

¢ Local newspapers benefit nearby businesses.
e Local newspapers can strengthen communities.
e Local newspapers can benefit children.

According to Newspapers in Education, students
who participated in NIE groups performed
significantly better in spelling and vocabulary
than nonreaders. Additional studies have indicated
that students who use newspapers in the
classroom perform better on standardized reading
tests than those who do not use newspapers in
class.

oshkosh Herald € Neenah News Provibe FREE weekly
newsPapPers to local classrooms in

Learn more at

Www.oshkoshheralb.Ccom/kib—SCooP/
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Neenah




