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Prevent & Reduce Youth and Adult Substance UsePrevent & Reduce Youth and Adult Substance Use

By Becky Heidke Kwiatkowski  
and Kristine Heidke
For the Neenah News

The Shakespeare line goes, “All the 
world’s a stage,” and for many people in 
Neenah, the stage that often comes to mind 
is at Pickard Auditorium. 

How many elementary school kids got 
to sing Christmas carols on ‘the big stage’? 
How many teens got to live their dreams 
in the shining spotlight of high school 
productions, band concerts and orchestra 
recitals? And how many learned new skills 
and forged lifelong friendships in the back-
stage world of technical theater?

“I loved that stage. There was something 
about stepping out onto it that gave me a 
sense of being exactly where I needed to 
be,” Carrie Dreger, class of 2000, said of her 
time performing at Pickard in plays, musi-
cals, choir and swing choir.

Feelings are similar for those who worked 
behind the scenes. 

“Pickard wasn’t just a place for me. It was 
a home and the people that worked there 
were family,” Kari Derks, class of 2001, said. 
She worked technical crews for various 
productions during her high school years.

Even if not on that stage, you likely sat 
in one of the orange-and-brown audience 
seats. Maybe for a meeting, seminar or ori-
entation. Or for a concert, play or motiva-
tional speaker. Since the beginning, Pick-
ard has been host to countless gatherings 
and we are merely the players.

According to a Jan. 7, 1969, Neenah 
News-Record article, when planning be-
gan for the new Neenah High School in 
1969, school board members wanted a 
typical-size auditorium for a high school – 

Oshkosh Northwestern photo

Kenny Rogers performed in December 1997 at Pickard Auditorium.

Supervisor pay structure examined
Winnebago task forces 
look at compensation
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Winnebago County Board of Su-
pervisors approved creation of two special 
task forces to consider restructuring county 
committees and evaluating supervisors’ per 
diem pay at a meeting last week.

The county board currently has 12 stand-
ing committees and three boards under the 
county executive’s purview. There are about 
15 committees that each county is mandat-

ed to have under state law. Some of the man-
datory committees are folded into others.

The committees do 
the preliminary work 
of drafting resolutions 
and ordinances, review-
ing budget requests and 
assisting in policy devel-
opment. Each commit-
tee’s recommendations 
are then sent to the full 
36-member board for a 
vote.

Supervisor Shanah Zastera authored a 
resolution to create a task force of five su-

pervisors to examine the committee struc-
ture. 

Supervisor Jacob Floam said he support-
ed the resolution because it will save county 
staff and elected officials time and money. 
He named several other counties that have 
about half the number of committees that 
Winnebago has.

“We really want to roll up our sleeves and 
have a dedicated task force to seeing what 
works, what doesn’t, what’s good for us, 
what we can do to maximize public input 
and public comment,” Floam said. “But at 

Floam

See Supervisor pay on Page 8

See Pickard on Page 7

Public library turns new chapter
Director retires, recalls  
30-plus years on staff
By Susie Brautigam
News contributor

If you’ve walked through the Neenah 
Public Library over the past 30 years or so, 
you know that a lot has changed. 

One thing, however, has been consistent. 
Gretchen Raab has been a fixture at the li-
brary, albeit in several different capacities, 
throughout that time. After serving as library 
director for the past 10 years, Raab retired 
from that position this week.  

The Illinois native began her career in 
suburban Chicago with a bachelor’s degree 
in English and a master’s in library and in-
formation science. After moving to Neenah 
she has been a library employee for the past 
32 years. She started as a reference librarian 
and advanced from department head of the 
Adult Services Department and assistant di-
rector to director, a position she has held for 
the past 10 years.   

“I’m proud of our library’s culture – we 
foster a positive, supportive workplace and 
a welcoming environment for all who visit 
the library,” Raab said. “We have one of the 
finest libraries in the state with phenomenal 
staff and volunteers, well-rounded circula-
tions, important services and wide-ranging 
programming.”

Raab said she is “particularly proud of 
our successes – our circulation is among the 
highest in the state and our programming 
is phenomenal. In addition, our summer 
lunch program (in collaboration with Neen-
ah Joint School District and Chartwells) 

and our year-round hours (open seven days 
a week, year-round) set us apart from other 
libraries.”  

Raab will be handing the role over to 

Photo by Susie Brautigam

Nicole Hardina-Wilhelm (left) has taken over Gretchen Raab’s role as library director after 
working many years with Raab, who stepped down last week.

See Library director on Page 8

Pickard Auditorium delivers more than 50 years of magic
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Neenah School board candidates air views
Six vying for three  
seats on Neenah board
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The League of Women Voters of Win-
nebago County, in partnership with Fox 
Cities Advocates for Public Education, held 
a forum in Neenah last week with candidates 
for the Neenah Board of Education answer-
ing questions submitted by viewers.

The six candidates vying for three open 
seats are Lindsay Clark, Tom Hanby, Brian 
Roeh, Rocky Shafer, Michelle Swardenski 
and Deborah Watry. 

Hanby and Watry are incumbents, with 
the third vacant seat belonging to Amy Mor-
rissey, who did not seek re-election. 

The candidates fielded questions on stan-
dardized testing, student mental health, art 
programs in schools, the fate of the Shattuck 
Middle School building and challenges the 
district faces.

The forum was moderated by Peggy Cox, 
whose first question pertained to standard-
ized testing.

All the candidates agreed that standard-
ized testing is not an accurate reflection of 
students’ success and progress.

“The standardized testing that is currently 
being used across the nation is not keeping 
pace with the technology that our students 
are growing up with,” Roeh said.

Watry added the standardized tests are a 
snapshot of student progress. 

“What we use it in Wisconsin for is hope-
fully a growth model to see where we’ve 
been and how far we’ve come,” she said.

When it comes to mental health, the 
consensus among the candidates is that the 
Neenah Joint School District is doing its 
best, but schools need more resources. 

Recommendations included increased 
funding, outreach programs, teacher edu-
cation and additional mental health profes-
sionals on staff.

Swardenski said there aren’t enough coun-
selors to meet the needs of the students.

“I do think that Neenah has taken some 
really great steps in the right direction, but 
there’s a crisis in this entire country for 
mental health and we need to do more to 
help our kids, starting with more people to 
help our kids instead of putting more on the 
backs of our teachers while they’re trying to 
teach our kids,” she said.

The candidates commended the district’s 
various art and music program offerings, 
emphasizing the importance of these pro-
grams to give students a place to connect. 

“Art and music is so good for brain devel-
opment,” Clark noted. 

A contentious topic the candidates took 
up was the failed rezoning of the Shattuck 
Middle School site, which will be vacant 
next school year, to be made into apartments 
and homes.

The candidates were in agreement that the 
location has divided the community.

Clark said she didn’t think the residents 
opposed to the rezoning were listened to, 
and that the school board and city needs to 
do better with communication. 

Hanby echoed those sentiments, stating 
he didn’t like the way the Shattuck situation 
was handled.

“I think, frankly, that our biggest short-
coming is that we don’t have as much com-
munication and transparency with our com-
munity as we should,” he said.

As a real estate agent, Shafer said the dis-
trict is doing its due diligence and not just 
selling the property to someone who has no 
plans for it. 

“Everybody is not going to be happy with 
what we decide but whatever is best for the 
majority of the district, I say go for it,” he 
said.

The final question related to the challeng-
es the school district faces, with the candi-
dates listing mental health, special education 
services, enrollment numbers, communica-
tion, teacher support and graduation rates as 
the primary issues.

The forum was recorded and will be avail-
able for viewing at lwvwinnebago.org. The 
top three candidates selected at the April 4 
election will serve a three-year term on the 
board. 

Information on voter registration and 
polling places is available at myvote.wi.gov.

Celebrating 150
In 1873, the City of Neenah was incorporated and on March 13, 2023, it will 
celebrate its 150th anniversary. This 1870s view of Commercial Street (looking 
north toward Doty Island) gives a glimpse of what life looked like in Neenah 150 
years ago. Visit the Neenah Historical Society’s new exhibit “Neenah and Menasha 
Sesquicentennials: Two Cities One Community” to learn more. The exhibit opens 
at the Octagon House on March 13.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Two council candidates engage in forum
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Two candidates vying for a seat on the 
Neenah Common Council at the April 4 
election faced off during a forum last week 
held by the League of Women Voters of 
Winnebago County in partnership with Fox 
Cities Advocates for Public Education.

Alexander Collins is challenging incum-
bent Cari Lendrum for Alderman District 1. 

Collins grew up in Neenah, moved from 
the area after graduating from Neenah High 
School in 1985 and returned three years ago 
with his wife and two children. He served in 
the U.S. Navy, was a vice president at Citi-
bank and J.P. Morgan and is currently a cy-
ber security vice president for a retail bank.

He used part of his introduction to crit-
icize Lendrum for her vote in support of 
rezoning the Shattuck Middle School for a 
housing development. The rezoning failed 
to pass the council in December and the fate 
of the site, which will be vacant later this year 
due to its advanced age and district restruc-

turing, remains uncertain.
Lendrum has served as District 1 alder-

man since 2011. She’s a homeowner and 
owns other real estate investments in the 
district. She has lived in Neenah for 32 years, 
raising two children here. She serves on sev-
eral committees and boards.

She is employed as a landlord and prop-
erty manager and works at the Neenah-Me-
nasha YMCA as a building supervisor. She 
used part of her introduction to thank Col-
lins for his military service.

The first question the candidates fielded 
was on commercial construction in the city. 

Lendrum said the city’s commercial con-
struction has had an eye toward maintaining 
Neenah’s small-town charm while staying 
within the city’s long-range plan.

“When you bring in commercial building, 
it builds a really strong tax base and that in 
turn takes the burden off of us, the Neenah 
taxpayers,” she said.

Collins said he supports more building 
in the city. “We should be trying to attract 

building,” he said.
The candidates shared their community 

involvement, with Collins noting he became 
involved based on the Shattuck school re-
zoning issue.

“I was a bit concerned that these people 
were having a rezoning being done and they 
didn’t feel like they were being heard,” he 
said, adding that talking to the council was 
like talking to a brick wall.

Lendrum shared that when she first 
moved to Neenah in 1999 she was holding 
her baby in a rental property when she heard 
a noise outside. She saw the Neenah Mena-
sha Santa Float coming down her street, a 
tradition led by volunteer firefighters who 
bring holiday cheer each season.

“It was a magical moment where I thought 
this was going to be our forever community,” 
she said. “I thought, any community that can 
do that for their residents has my buy-in, so 
ever since then I have volunteered since day 
one, since we got here.”

Lendrum has served as a school and Unit-
ed Way volunteer, Doty Island Development 
Council Board member and has participated 
in other volunteer opportunities.

Collins identified the biggest issue as the 
city budget. Lendrum said public works is a 
challenge due to staffing and supply shortag-
es and a lack of bids coming in for projects.

“Sometimes we have no bids coming in 
and then what do you do?” she said. “You 
have to wait, you have to send it back out 
again, you have to go over budget.”

Lendrum told attendees that she’s the bet-
ter candidate for the position because she 
promptly responds to residents’ calls and 
emails and tries to resolve their concerns.

Collins agreed that Lendrum is respon-
sive to her constituents, sharing that he 
heard a story about Lendrum removing a 
dead squirrel from a resident’s yard, which 
elicited laughter from the audience.

“We also, though, have to look at the big-
ger picture as well,” he said. “I think my pri-
vate sector experience could be very useful 
in the city council.”

A recording of the forum will be available 
at lwvwinnebago.org.
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Board looks at district staffing, budget
Neenah News

The Neenah Joint School District’s 
2023-24 staffing proposal, budget frame-
work and food service contract were re-
viewed by the Board of Education at its 
Tuesday meeting.

The staffing proposal includes a reduc-
tion of 4.47 full-time equivalency (FTE) 
positions, which administrators primar-
ily attributed to increased efficiencies in 
school consolidations and the loss of ES-
SER (Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund) positions that 
will no longer have federal aid support in 
2024-25. 

None of the reductions would result in 
layoffs, the board was told, as they would 
be contained through unfilled retirements 
and resignations.

Among the proposed additions are two 
counselors that would give all K-4 schools 
a full-time counselor, as well as a behavior 
interventionist at the high school and mid-
dle school magnet and special education 
teachers. There will also be an additional 

hiring in the maintenance department and 
Curtis Bartlett, STEM coordinator, would 
take on additional duties as an administra-
tor at the middle school. 

Those proposals will be voted upon at 
the March 21 board meeting.

The budget framework for 2023-24 has 
unknown variables of student enrollment, 
state and federal funding, and health in-
surance for the upcoming year. The bud-
get is expected to remain relatively stable 
with the biggest change being a 4 percent 
pool of dollars allocated for salary increas-
es.

The district received only one bid for its 
food service contract, from 12-year pro-
vider Chartwells, which was integral in 
the design of the kitchens at the new high 

school and future Neenah Middle School. 
Chartwells said it guarantees a return of at 
least $350,000 to the district annually. The 
one-year contract allows for up to four 
one-year renewals. The board will vote on 
the contract March 21.

In other action, the board:
Approved resignations for Spring Road 

teacher Jessica Christensen, effective Feb. 
28, Shattuck attendance clerk Tess Du 
Vall, effective March 30, and Tullar teach-
er Morgan Johannes, effective June 2.

Recognized students Jacob Herm, De-
clan Koch and Eric Schaufelberger on 
their top-three finishes at the WIAA state 
wrestling meet, and Kaylee Kurszewski 
for being the first Neenah female wrestler 
to place at the state meet.

Neenah News

Neenah is retaining its bus system link 
to Oshkosh through an agreement be-
tween Oshkosh’s GO Transit and Win-
nebago County to replace the Route 10 
service that had been connecting the 
greater metro area transit systems.

The new yearlong agreement that goes 
into effect April 3 is intended to be a pilot 
program using a private vendor for on-call 
shared ride service to and from the Osh-
kosh downtown transit center and Neen-
ah’s Valley Transit center, which relocat-
ed in November to the corner of Walnut 
Street and East Doty Avenue next to the 
City Hall building.

Service hours will be from 6:15 a.m. to 
6:45 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

The estimated cost of the program is 
$170,100 with $90,153 provided by the 
city of Oshkosh through state and federal 
grant money. Fare income at $5 per ride 
is estimated to bring in $27,000 over the 
12-month period. The remaining $52,947 
will be paid by Winnebago County to Osh-
kosh on a quarterly basis.

Transit connection 
retained between  
Neenah, Oshkosh 

Museum acquires 
permanent exhibit

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass re-
cently acquired the installation “Between 
Seeing and Knowing” to its permanent 
collection through a gift by artists Anna 
Boothe and Nancy Cohen, who had the 
display in the Mahler Gallery from Oct. 8 
through Feb. 5.

The museum’s board of directors unani-
mously approved this gift.

Originated during a residency at the 
Studio of the Corning Museum of Glass 
in 2012, “Between Seeing and Knowing” 
is the result of both artists’ long-standing 
interest in and in-depth study of Tibetan 
Buddhist thangka paintings and the inte-
gration of their otherwise separate studio 
practices. Thangkas are ordered cosmo-
logical paintings, often scrolls, created for 
the purpose of meditation and composed 
of numerous visual elements.

The exhibition will be available as part 
of a traveling exhibition program offered 
to other museums across the country.
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Valley VNA Senior Care, the Neenah-Menasha Emergency Society, and 

ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Neenah.

Neenah man arrested in connection with murder
Suspect in Milwaukee 
death held after chase
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A 33-year-old Neenah man was arrested 
last week in connection with the killing of 
Cashay Henderson, who was found shot 
in a burning apartment in Milwaukee in 
February.

Cordell Howze, 
identified as a suspect 
in the homicide, had 
been incarcerated at 
the Winnebago Coun-
ty Jail since Jan. 28 in 
relation to a vehicle 
pursuit. He was re-
leased two days before 
Henderson was killed.

Milwaukee firefighters responding to 
a report of a burning apartment building 
Feb. 26 were quickly able to extinguish 
the fire. In an upper unit, authorities 
found Henderson, 31, with a fatal gunshot 
wound.  

Neenah police initiated a traffic stop 
Feb. 28 on the suspect’s vehicle at around 

11:15 p.m. The driver, Howze, fled into 
Menasha on Washington Street at Nicolet 
Boulevard. 

Menasha police deployed stop sticks 
that slowed the vehicle and took over the 
chase as Howze continued into Menasha. 

Police requested assistance from the 
Wisconsin State Patrol to perform a pur-
suit intervention technique (PIT) and 
successfully stopped the vehicle on Ap-

pleton Road.
Howze ignored of-

ficers’ commands and 
fled from the vehicle. 
A Winnebago County 
K9 was deployed and 
officers used a taser on 
him as he continued to 
resist arrest. Police said 
he was safely placed 
into custody.

Howze was referred for charges in Win-
nebago County and turned over to Mil-
waukee police for their homicide inves-
tigation. A handgun and other evidence 
were recovered from the vehicle. 

The nonprofit organization Diverse & 
Resilient identified Henderson as a Black 
trans woman, noting that Black trans 

women are at the highest risk for homi-
cide within the LGBTQ community. 

Henderson’s death marks the third 
Black trans woman killed in Milwaukee in 
the past nine months. Brazil Johnson, 28, 
and Regina “Mya” Allen, 35, were killed in 
June and September. 

Veronica Beck, a cousin of Henderson, 
said she had many friends in both her 
hometown of Chicago and in Milwaukee.

“She was a bubbly spirit with a down to 
earth, tell it like it is personality,” she said.

Howze has an extensive criminal histo-
ry with four felony convictions in Milwau-
kee, Waukesha and Outagamie counties 
for armed robbery, theft of movable prop-
erty and battery or threat to a judge, pros-
ecutor or law enforcement officer.

Howze is facing charges of felony flee-
ing and eluding in Winnebago County for 
the January vehicle pursuit and has been 
referred for felony fleeing and eluding and 
resisting and obstructing an officer in rela-
tion to his Feb. 28 arrest. 

Milwaukee County has charged Howze 
with first-degree reckless homicide and 
possession of a firearm by a felon for Hen-
derson’s homicide.

Online court records show a judge or-

dered Howze to undergo an examination 
to determine whether he’s competent to 
proceed with trial. The results of the com-
petency exam will be reviewed at a hear-
ing March 20.

Photo from Facebook

Murder victim Cashay Henderson is shown 
in this undated photo from Milwaukee.

Howze Henderson

Wild Ones native plant sale orders taken
Wild Ones Fox Valley Area is sponsor-

ing its annual native plant sale with grass-
es, sedges and forbs for all types of habitat 
available.  

The plants are nursery-propagated in 
4-inch pots with one to two years’ growth. 
Native plants help attract bees and other 
pollinators. Included in the sale is a vari-
ety of native trees and shrubs from John-

son’s Nursery that must be pre-ordered.
For a list of available plants, download 

order forms at foxvalleyarea.wildones.org. 
Pre-orders for the plants are due by March 
31. Pick up is May 20 at the WILD Center, 
2285 Butte des Morts Beach Road, Fox 
Crossing. More plants will be available for 
purchase that day. Wild Ones members 
will be on hand to assist with selection.

Submitted photo

Beekeeping buddies
Marty Havlovic (right) visited Rance Bennett recently at his This Old Hive location in 
Neenah, which donated 24 ant bait stations to help Nicaraguan beekeepers. Bennett 
said he hopes to visit the Central American country to help teach beekeepers how to 
make hive woodenwares.

World Relief Fox Valley is seeking 
apartment setup volunteers to provide 
a safe and welcoming home for refugees 
upon arrival. Volunteers will work with a 
staff member to move and unpack house-
hold goods and furniture and should be 
able to lift 10-20 lbs. Those interested can 
contact Taylor at twittman@wr.org or 
920-231-3600.

Fox Valley Literacy is seeking volun-
teers to help children with their home-
work, read together, play, or do art proj-
ects together while their parents are in 
class. Volunteer weekly or as needed. For 
information, contact Paola at paola@fox-
valleylit.org or 920-991-9840.

Covey is seeking volunteers for the 
“Covey Connects” program. Support 
participants with disabilities as they gain 
independence in a variety of communi-
ty events including dining out with Din-
er’s Club, learning library skills, making 

art and crafts, attending fitness activities, 
hosting a party or other opportunities. 
For more information, contact Stephanie 
at 920-292-1120 or sburke@covey.org.

Phone Pals is looking for volunteers 
who enjoy casual phone conversations 
and would like to make weekly calls to a 
participant in the Phone Pals program. 
Interested volunteers are required to com-
plete an application and pass a standard 
background check. For more information, 
contact Holly at 920-832-9360 or holly@
volunteerfoxcities.org.

ThedaCare at Home seeks volunteers 
to provide companionship to terminally 
ill patients and their family members. 
Volunteers share their time and talent 
by visiting, listening, assisting with 
meals, or simply being a loving presence 
to a patient. To learn more, contact Jane 
at jane.shea@thedacare.org or 920-969-
0919.

Volunteer needs
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Lake Winnebago fish report shows strong species
Neenah News

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources’ 2022 trawling assessment on Lake 
Winnebago noted a near-record walleye 
hatch and adult yellow perch catch, as well 
as record-setting young-of-the-year yellow 
perch and trout perch catches.

The DNR’s Oshkosh fisheries man-
agement and operations staff, along with 
more than 30 volunteers, wrapped up its 
trawling season on Lake Winnebago with 
an annual survey that has been conducted 
since 1986. The team was able to return 
to its normal volunteer participation after 
two years of pandemic protocols. 

The survey captured 176,336 fish repre-

senting 22 species. A total of 45,849 adult 
fish were caught, representing 21 species. 
Most notable adult fish results include the 
second-highest yellow perch catch on re-
cord, above-average walleye catch, mea-
surable recruitment of the strong 2021 
sauger hatch (age 1 this year), a strong 
bluegill catch, and freshwater drum re-
maining well-below average for the fifth 
consecutive year. 

The young-of-the-year catch was less di-
verse, with 10 different species captured, 
but a higher total catch with 130,487 
fish. Highlights include the third highest 
walleye catch on record, a record-setting 
yellow perch catch, an all-time high trout 

perch catch, a high emerald shiner catch, 
and another year of low catch rates for giz-
zard shad and white bass.

“The record catch of (young-of-the-
year) trout perch should provide excel-
lent forage for the strong gamefish class-
es of 2022,” the report stated. “Time will 
tell how the walleye and yellow perch 
classes of 2022 recruit into the adult 
population, though our high catch rates 
and abundant forage indicate a prosper-
ous outlook.”

The trawling assessment involves 138 
net pulls split up into three sampling 
events. Forty-six net pulls are conducted 
during the first week of August, Septem-

ber and October. An average day on the 
trawl consists of 10 to 12 net pulls with 
a 27-foot-wide net deployed behind the 
boat and pulled along the bottom of the 
lake at 4 mph for 5 minutes. When the net 
is pulled in, the fish are emptied onto the 
counting table, the crew counts the fish 
and separates the gamefish into a hold-
ing tank. The gamefish are measured for 
length and released. 

The long-term data set allows for the 
comparison of year class strength and rel-
ative abundance of adult fish over those 36 
years, giving fisheries managers and inter-
ested anglers insight on the status of the 
Winnebago fishery.

By Jim Nobbe
Payne’s Point Hook and Spear Fishing Club

The ice season on Lake Winnebago is 
coming to a close with rain, warm tem-
peratures and a sun getting higher in the 
sky daily taking their toll on the lake ice. 
The ice on the lake is becoming 
really water logged and soft. 

As far as I know, almost all 
of the fishing clubs on the lake 
have removed their ATV bridges. 
Payne’s Point Hook and Spear 
Fishing Club removed its ATV 
bridge Sunday. The landing at 
the clubhouse is in real rough shape. I 
would suggest only walking out. 

Where the water is shallow the lake 
bottom has been warming up with the 
sun so high in the sky and it is melting 
the ice from the bottom up as well as the 
top down, making these areas unsafe. I 
was on the east shore of the lake this past 

weekend and the ice is holding up a touch 
better than it is on the west shore, but it is 
still not in real good condition. 

The other thing I noticed this year is 
that with the lake water levels so low, is a 
lot of people have had substantial damage 

to their shoreline. If you stop at 
the clubhouse and look at our 
rental property to the south you 
will see a prime example of what 
super low water levels along with 
large temperature changes can 
make the ice do. 

Hopefully next year the water 
levels will be higher and closer to the lev-
el most residents remember on the lake. 
The low water level also plays a part in 
how much ice we make by shore and can 
make the landings not as safe or inacces-
sible. Please remember to support your 
local fishing clubs and that the ice is never 
100% safe.

Winnebago ice report Fish and wildlife spring hearings continue virtually
The Wisconsin Conservation Congress 

(WCC) and Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) invite the public to get 
involved in April during the annual spring 
hearing public input opportunity.

The WCC/DNR Spring Hearings focus 
on natural resource-related questions and 
proposed rule changes. They will again be 
held in a virtual format, as they have since 
2020. This year’s questionnaire will be open 
from April 10 through noon April 13 via the 
Wisconsin Conservation Congress Spring 
Hearing webpage at dnr.wisconsin.gov.

New this year will be open houses in each 
county to allow the public to ask questions 
and learn about resource management in 
their neck of the woods. Open houses will 
be held from April 3-6. More details will be 
made available on the DNR’s Events Calen-
dar and Spring Hearing webpage as soon as 
details are finalized.

DNR staff and WCC delegates will be 
on hand at these open houses to discuss 

local issues of importance, answer ques-
tions from the public and open a dialogue 
among the public, the DNR and the WCC 
about areas of interest and concern.  

In addition, the WCC will hold elec-
tions for their delegates at each of these 
open houses. Two of the five WCC seats 
will be up for election in each county.

920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $325

Locally Owned & Operated

Neenah, WI
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Help Titans baseball upgrade its facility 
with new artificial turf and lighting.  

BENEFITS OF AN IMPROVED FIELD

 u Enhance the experience for Titans baseball players

	 u Provide additional space for spring practices

	 u Offer space for intramural baseball opportunities

	 u Generate revenue with a rentable facility

Learn how you can help at uwo.sh/baseball-field 

Neenah wrestling coach among  
chamber’s Shining Star winners
Neenah News

The Fox Cities Chamber announced its 
recipients of its 2023 Excellence in Educa-
tion Shining Star Awards. Ten Fox Cities 
educators were honored, and an Educa-
tor of the Year will be 
named the evening of 
the event from among 
them.

This year’s recip-
ients include Kyle 
Kleuskens, wrestling 
coach and physical 
education teacher at 
Neenah High School, 
who received the Ex-
cellence in Extracurricular Activities 
award. 

“Coach Kleuskens brings an energy to 
the wrestling program that is second to 
none,” the awards presenters said. “It is 
full of positive energy that you see all over 
Neenah and across the Fox Valley. Ev-
ery single member of his team has 100% 
bought in o carrying out the academic, 
social, and athletic goals. This level of 
commitment by the athletes is unprece-
dented.”

Other winners:
• Excellence in Early Childhood: Carol 

Mallmann, Robin’s Nest Daycare.

• Excellence in Elementary Education: 
Elizabeth Hirschy, kindergarten, St. Mary 
of the Immaculate Conception School, 
Greenville.

• Excellence in Middle School Educa-
tion: Stephani VanRoy, fifth grade, Little 
Chute Middle School.

• Excellence in High School Education: 
Rebecca Ludtke, English, Wrightstown 
High School.

• Excellence in Specialty Arts: Jacob 
Martin, band, Kaukauna Middle School.

• Excellence in Specialty STEM: Brian 
Zunker, STEM Biomedical Science, Fox 
Valley Lutheran High School.

• Excellence in Special Education: 
Sharyn Brum, special education, Janet 
Berry Elementary.

• Excellence in School Administration 
& Support Staff: Autumn Steif, reading 
specialist, New Directions Learning Com-
munity.

• Excellence in Higher Education: Tam-
my Ladwig, professor of teaching and 
learning, UW Oshkosh Fox Cities.

The honorees were selected by a volun-
teer panel of Fox Cities education profes-
sionals and will be formally recognized at 
the Chamber’s Excellence in Education 
Shining Star Awards Program at the Grand 
Meridian in Appleton on March 30. 

Kleuskens

Submitted photo

Shop hopping 
Neenah Vintage Mall on South Commercial Street drew visitors during the annual 
Vintage Shop Hop Event last weekend. The self-guided road trip to some of the more 
than 400 registered vintage shops, antique stores and boutiques in southern Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois offers promotions, demonstrations and discounts.

Community Skills Initiative offered
United Way Fox Cities has launched a 

program called Community Skills Initia-
tive (CSI) Wisconsin to help job seekers 
and professionals gain skills for in-de-
mand roles in the digital economy. 

With funding from Microsoft Philan-
thropies, the suite of online training and 
resources accessed through the CSI Wis-
consin website offers free training that 
boosts digital skills. 

The cornerstone of the initiative is an 
Up-Skill-A-Thon competition that drives 
participation in Microsoft’s Skills for Jobs 

initiative. The competition runs until 
March 31 and includes $10,000 in total 
prize money. 

Participants can compete in one of three 
categories: ages 16-24, 25-49, and 50 and 
older. Cash prizes include $1,500 for first 
place, $1,000 for second, $600 for third 
and $250 for fourth place. 

Courses can be taken online via smart-
phone, tablet, desktop or laptop, and are 
available in English and Spanish. 

More details are at www.communitys-
killing.org.

Student engages in blood cancer fund project
Neenah High School sophomore Joe 

Schultz is participating in the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society’s Student Visionaries 
of the Year Program after being selected in 
November to take part.

Through April 27, Schultz is compet-
ing with other students in northeast Wis-
consin to raise money for the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society (LLS) mission.

Schultz states on his web page that do-

nations would touch three main LLS pro-
grams: blood cancer research, support for 
victims and families of blood cancer, and 
advocacy for laws that help make treat-
ments more accessible.

Tax-deductible donations can be made 
at events.lls.org/wi/svoynewisc23/
jschultz. 

For information about LLS, visit www.
lls.org.

UWO student from Neenah part of theater fest
Three students, including one from 

Neenah, represented the University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh at the regional Ken-
nedy Center American College Theatre 
Festival (KCACTF) last month in Flint, 
Mich.

Each year, eight regional festivals are 
held around the country before a national 
festival in Washington, D.C. The KCACTF 
program involves some 18,000 students 
each year to showcase university theater. 
The UW Oshkosh students attended the 
Region 3 festival Jan. 11-15.

Lily Slivinski, a junior radio TV film 
major from Neenah; Jordan Whitrock, a 
senior radio TV film and theater arts ma-
jor from Ripon; and Aaron Stone, a soph-
omore theater arts major from Round 
Lake Beach, Ill.; were among Wisconsin 
students grouped with others from Illi-
nois, Indiana, Michigan and western Ohio. 
The trio took part in the Irene Ryan Act-
ing Scholarship Auditions, having been 
nominated for their work in UW Osh- 
kosh theater’s production of “Grease” in 
November.

Photo contest, exhibition marks 150th
Neenah Arts Council’s second annual 

juried Photography Contest and Exhibi-
tion that celebrates the city’s sesquicen-
tennial through landmarks, cityscapes, 
scenic views and iconic features is accept-
ing photos taken in the city between Jan. 
1, 2022, and March 1, 2023.

Photographers can submit up to six pho-
tos, and those from novice photographers 

under age 18 will be judged separately. En-
tries must be submitted in both print and 
digitally and will be accepted until March 
31 via the Neenah Public Library website. 

Photos will be displayed in the Shattuck 
Community Room at the library in April. 

Contest details are at neenahlibrary.org. 
For more information, contact director@
neenahlibrary.org. 
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about 700 seats with a dressing room and 
some basement storage. It would fit easily 
in what is now referred to as the Armstrong 
building at NHS.

But another group had grander ideas. 
They wanted to bring a greater focus on art 
and culture to the community, beyond the 
already popular summer theater programs 
with Riverside Players. The group thought 
a larger auditorium in the Fox Cities would 
be worth the cost of a separate, bigger 
building. On June 2, 1969, this group of 
anonymous donors, led by Sam Pickard, 
presented the school board with a gift of 
$750,000.

In a Post-Crescent article from June 
3, 1969, Pickard explained that “a well-
equipped auditorium would be beneficial 
to the community and would make Neen-
ah a cultural center for the whole area.” 

With that generous gift, the auditorium 
could be expanded and enhanced. A capac-
ity of up to 1,800 was proposed, with better 
stage equipment, facilities and space for 
parking. Plans were introduced to include 
a stagecraft shop, tons of storage space, two 
levels of dressing rooms and a green room 
with closed-circuit television.

Despite a few construction hiccups, like 
when a natural spring was hit during blast-
ing for the orchestra pit, the new theater 
opened for business in the fall of 1972. It 
had an audience capacity of 1,609, with 
state-of-the-art light and sound systems. 
The auditorium could handle anything 
from high school theater productions to 
professional touring companies.

The first public event at the auditorium 
was a Fox Valley Symphony concert Oct. 
24, 1972. Neenah school board member 
Neal Perry, Neenah Mayor Roman Hauser 
and Sam Pickard, representing the donor 
group, all spoke at the event. Pickard died 
in January 1973 and the school board de-
cided to dedicate the auditorium in his 
honor in November of that year.

Early on, the auditorium mainly host-
ed NHS students. There were drama de-
partment productions, concerts from the 
school’s band, orchestra, symphony and 
choir, plus smaller performances by groups 
like jazz band, swing choir and pop strings. 
Local community groups, including Fox 
Valley Symphony and Neenah Community 
Band, also performed. The city’s nonprofit 
groups and religious organizations spon-
sored concerts and lectures, and a group 
from Oshkosh called Broadway 41 brought 
in a few touring groups. 

Because Pickard is part of the school 
system budget, decisions on how to han-
dle the income and expenses were made 
by the school board. The auditorium was 
run and managed by a technical director, 

responsible for all technical aspects as well 
as custodial details. Booking of acts was 
handled by the school district. Rental costs 
were an issue for many years as the school 
board wrestled with the appropriate way to 
charge fees. 

In 1990, several things came together 
that would have a big impact on Pickard. 
First, the policy changed with for-profit 
groups. It went from a percentage of the 
ticket sales to a flat daily fee. Second, there 
was a staffing change.

That fall, Bill Heidke took over as tech-
nical director. With a master’s degree in 
technical theater, a deep commitment to 
community theater and a love of sharing 
theater with young people, Heidke helped 
bring about Pickard’s heyday.

The new rental costs encouraged Dan Li-
ebhauser’s company, Starshow Presents, to 
bring in many different kinds of acts, from 
up-and-coming country music artists, such 
as Diamond Rio and Brooks & Dunn, to 
more-established artists wanting to play in 
smaller venues, like Tony Bennett and Ken-
ny Rogers. 

Starshow also brought in special acts, 
such as magician David Copperfield, mem-
orable showings of the musical “Phantom 
of the Opera” and “Jesus Christ Superstar,” 
and a touring show of “Nutcracker on Ice,” 
which turned Pickard’s stage into an ice 
rink. 

Heidke helped take local community 
groups and the high school shows to the 
next level, encouraging new groups to 
come to Pickard. He encouraged students 
to try their hand at set construction, light-
ing, sound or whatever they were interested 
in pursuing.

“Mr. Heidke always put confidence in us 
by letting us learn by doing,” said Rachel 
Tanzer, class of 2001. 

Heidke also worked to upgrade the light 
and sound systems, bringing them on par 
with professional theaters in the area. He 
understood how best to use the equipment 
on hand to elevate any production to a pro-
fessional level. The residents of Neenah 
considered going to Pickard Auditorium 
as a special treat. It was special for the per-

formers, too.
“I loved how theater allowed me to com-

pletely transform into a character so differ-
ent from me. And if NHS didn’t have a fa-
cility as great as Pickard, none of that would 
have happened,” Dreger said.

Katie Covi, class of 2000, took the stage 
multiple times as a performer in high 
school productions, show choir, and choir, 
orchestra and symphony concerts. 

“Playing around on the Pickard stage 
lent a certain fearlessness to me that I don’t 
know I’ve experienced on any other stage 
since, and I’ll be forever grateful,” she said.

When asking former students about 
their memories of Pickard, the most com-
mon was that it was a place of acceptance 
and belonging.

“What makes Pickard special in my mind 
is the feeling that it was my home. Nothing 
was too scary at home — friends and fami-
ly were near. The stakes were low, and any-
thing was possible,” Covi said.

For those involved behind the scenes, 
Pickard became a place to learn — both 
about theater and about themselves. 

“No matter how small or big my role was, 
I was important. My job mattered,” Derks 
said. “I was never in the spotlight, but my 
responsibilities behind the scenes were just 
as important.” 

As the ’90s progressed, things started to 
change and Pickard’s stage was dark more 
often. Heidke died unexpectedly in June 
1999. Many touring shows were looking at 
alternative venues. Having an auditorium 
attached to a school made it difficult for 
them to unload equipment while students 
were present. 

Starshow also started festivals in Osh-
kosh, including Country USA and Rock 
USA, which gave artists a way to reach big-
ger crowds. And the arts community in the 
Fox Cities had a bigger, better auditorium 
in mind. The Fox Cities Performing Arts 
Center opened in downtown Appleton 
in 2002, drawing even more groups away 
from Pickard.

Pickard remains busy, even if the type of 
performers has changed. 

“We have not been able to host as many 

community events in Pickard in recent 
years due to the sheer number of NJSD 
events consuming most of the available 
dates,” Jim Strick, NHS communications 
director, said. 

That could change when the new Neen-
ah High School opens. There are two small-
er auditoriums — one at 800 seats and the 
other at 300 — at the new school in Fox 
Crossing. 

“Pickard will continue to be used for 
large district events and events at our mid-
dle school level. It will continue to be a great 
venue for our elementary concerts that typ-
ically draw large crowds,” Strick said.

The chance for younger students to take 
the stage is also thrilling for parents, many 
of whom remember Pickard from their 
own childhoods.

“When I see (my daughter) on the stage 
at Pickard, I feel giddy that she’s on a stage 
I once performed on,” Tara Bann, class of 
1994, said.

“I think of the stagehands dressed in 
black that are helping my child shine in 
their moment of glory, knowing I was in 
the backstage wings not so long ago,” Derks 
said.

But the lights are fading and the curtain 
closing on Pickard Auditorium as the main 
venue for the arts in Neenah. 

“(Pickard) has been a source of pride 
in NJSD for a half-century, and that won’t 
change,” Strick said. 

But there’s no denying that big changes 
are underway, and it’s still unclear how much 
of a role Pickard will play, especially for stu-
dents of NHS. For many looking back at 
Pickard’s 50 years of service, all that’s left to 
say is, ‘Thank you for the memories.’

Submitted photo

Kenny Rogers (center) appeared with the Pickard Auditorium choir in 1997.

Star stage lineup
Some of the well-known acts that 
appeared at Pickard Auditorium 
in the 1990s:
• Tony Bennett
• Victor Borge
• Oakridge Boys
• Brooks and Dunn
• Johnny Cash and June Carter 
Cash
• Ray Charles
• David Copperfield
• Billy Ray Cyrus
• Bob Hope
• Engelbert Humperdink
• Jars of Clay
• Tom Jones
• Willie Nelson
• Wayne Newton
• Marie Osmond
• Kenny Rogers

Pickard
from Page 1
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someone very familiar with the job. Nicole 
Hardina-Wilhelm has been with the library 
for 18 years, beginning as adult services li-
brarian and serving as deputy director for 
the past 10 years. 

“Nicole will bring fresh ideas and enthu-
siasm to her new role as director,” Raab said.  

Library Board president Michael Koller 
agreed. “Nicole has been with the library 
for many years, and I believe her promo-
tion to director makes perfect sense both for 
her and the library. I have full confidence in 
her, and I look forward to seeing what great 
heights the Neenah Public Library can reach 
under her leadership.” 

Hardina-Wilhelm said she looks forward 
to working with staff, the community and 
community leaders to continue providing 
the library’s services and programs.

“Gretchen has been a great mentor to me,” 
she said. “Working with her to create her vi-
sion and accomplish the goals she set forth 
for the library has been a pleasure over the 
last 10 years. 

“It is an honor to be the next director, and 
I hope to continue her legacy and advocacy.”

Raab worked at three different versions 
of the library starting with the wrap-around 
structure built in 1964, the temporary li-
brary at Fox Point Plaza and the current 
building that opened in 2000. 

She recalled the overcrowding and ineffi-
ciencies of the former library with some of-
fices and storage areas in the basement along 
with tunnel-like spaces under the building 
where seldom used items were stored. The 
temporary site at Fox Point was nicely ar-
ranged, she recalled, but there was little or 
no space for story times, programs, events or 
meetings. 

“The library had just transitioned from the 
card catalog to the online catalog, but much 
library work was still done by hand – and by 

typewriter,” Raab said. “Answering reference 
questions was done using reference books, 
making phone calls or checking with experts 
in a field. We’ve come a long way since then.” 

Raab said there also were many changes 
in the past 23 years at the current library on 
Wisconsin Avenue but “still feels new and 
fresh and welcoming.”

One unexpected challenge came in the 
form of COVID-19. 

“There was so much uncertainty at the be-
ginning of the pandemic,” she recalled. “We 
responded by following guidance from phy-
sicians, scientists and researchers to provide 
services and resources to the community in 
a way that would minimize the risk to both 
staff and patrons.” 

That meant providing curbside service, 
installing an air purification system and, for 
a time, limiting capacity. 

“We received some pushback, but it was 
important to keep our employees healthy 
and to ensure that all patrons could utilize li-
brary services and resources safely,” she said.

Koller praised Raab’s longtime contribu-
tions to the library’s growth and success. 

“Gretchen has been an absolutely vital 
part of the library,” he said. “Her knowledge, 
wisdom and guidance have been integral to 
the library’s continued success.”

Raab sees the library at the heart of the 
community that enhances its quality of life. 

“In addition to providing traditional li-
brary services and collections and cham-
pioning literacy and education, our library 
serves as a community center,” she said. “We 
provide meeting and gathering spaces with 
opportunities for engagement. We offer ac-
cess to the arts through concerts, exhibits 
and events, and we serve as technology pro-
viders through public access computers and 
technology training and workshops.”  

While Raab will miss her co-workers and 
the many volunteers and patrons she’s come 
to know, she is excited at the prospect of gar-
dening, antiquing, traveling and getting to 
house projects in her retirement. 

Library director
from Page 1

the same time, we make sure we’re elimi-
nating silos, we’re making sure everybody is 
communicating with each other and doing 
good reform for the sake of making govern-
ment more efficient.”

Supervisor Maribeth Gabert pointed out 
that the task force will only review the com-
mittees and present to the board.

“Having served on some committees and 
seen how some committees operate, I think 
we could clean house a little bit,” she said. “I 
don’t think we need a drastic change but we 
should start there.”

The board voted 25-7 in favor of the reso-
lution, with three abstentions. 

The board later voted to approve a resolu-
tion authorizing a task force to examine su-
pervisors’ per diem pay for committee and 
board meetings. 

Supervisors are reimbursed $50 per 
committee meeting they attend and $75 
for each board meeting. They may also be 
reimbursed for mileage, meals and lodging. 
Each supervisor is responsible for reporting 
per diem expenses to the county for reim-
bursement.

Floam noted under current county pol-
icy, supervisors may attend committee 
meetings that they’re not assigned to and 
receive per diem reimbursement, regardless 
of whether they participate in the meeting. 

“Currently, there is no structure as to 
what meetings a supervisor is obligated to 
attend,” he said.

The per diem reimbursement adds up, 
with some supervisors claiming thousands 
more than others.

“This is not punishing anybody,” Floam 
said. “This is just making sure that the coun-
ty government works in a way that’s respon-
sible to the people who fund it and currently 
it’s just not a balanced system.”

The task force, made up of seven supervi-
sors appointed by the board chairman, will 
examine the per diem compensation and 
determine if there are changes that could be 
made to better suit the county. 

The task force will report to the Judiciary 
and Public Safety Committee in September 
and to the county board in October. It will 
automatically disband Nov. 1. 

“The goal here is to reduce spending in 
a responsible way so that people are ade-
quately compensated, but taking a look and 
reviewing and trimming the fat where we 
can,” Floam said.

Supervisor pay
from Page 1

WRITINGWWRRIITTIINNGG

OPPORTUNITIESOOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITIIEES
Do you have the pulseDo you havee tthee pulsee
on the community?on tthee communittyy?
Interested in featureIntteereesstteedd in ffeeeatturee
stories or prep sports?sttorieess or preep sporttss?

We are looking for writers interested in creatingWe are looking for writers interested in creating

community features, news stories or sportscommunity features, news stories or sports

reporting on a freelance basis for either thereporting on a freelance basis for either the

Oshkosh Herald or Neenah News weeklyOshkosh Herald or Neenah News weekly

newspapers. Submissions would need a localnewspapers. Submissions would need a local

focus that also can connect to broader topics.focus that also can connect to broader topics.

Compensation is on a story-by-story basis.Compensation is on a story-by-story basis.

Contact editor@oshkoshherald.com to get more details.

 

Friday, March 10
The Price is Right! 6:30 p.m., Neenah 

Public Library
MTI’s Broadway Junior Revue: “Raise 

Your Voice,” 7 p.m., Pickard Auditorium

Saturday, March 11
Night at the Museum fundraiser, 7 p.m., 

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
MTI’s Broadway Junior Revue: “Raise 

Your Voice,” noon, Pickard Auditorium

Sunday, March 12
Fox Valley Chorus, 3 p.m., First Pres-

byterian Church, 200 S. Church St.
MTI’s Broadway Junior Revue: “Raise 

Your Voice,” noon, Pickard Auditorium

Monday, March 13 
Neenah’s 150th Celebration Kick-off, 

noon, City Hall, 211 Walnut St.

Monday Matinee: “Ticket to Paradise,” 
1 p.m., Neenah Public Library

Arrowhead Park District open house, 
5 p.m., City Hall

Short Story Night, 7 p.m., Lion’s Tail 
Brewing

Thursday, March 16
Downtown Neenah blood drive, 8 

a.m., DoubleTree Neenah Hotel, 123 E. 
Wisconsin Ave.

Glass blowing demonstration, 5:30 
p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Open Chess Night, 5:30 p.m., Neenah 
Public Library

Saturday, March 18
Almost Spring Indoor Flea Market, 

10 a.m., Lucky Dogz, 157 S. Green Bay 
Road

Sunday, March 19
Neenah Community Band Spring 

Concert, 3 p.m., Pickard Auditorium
Roosevelt Elementary Walk-Through, 

1 p.m., 215 E Forest Ave.

Thursday, March 23
Sweet Celebration of Youth Art, 5:30 

p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Calendar 
of events

Fire displaces 12 in apartment building 
Neenah News

A fire caused extensive damage and dis-
placed 12 tenants in an apartment building 
early Sunday morning in Neenah, causing 
minor burn injuries to an occupant at-
tempting to put out the fire along with inju-
ry to a firefighter working at the scene.

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue was 
called to 2116 Marathon Ave. at 12:15 
a.m. Sunday and arrived in about six min-
utes where large amounts of black smoke 
were coming from the second story of the 

structure. A firefighter suffered a knee in-
jury when attempting to leave the building 
after encountering high heat.

The fire was contained to the apartment 
where the fire started but there was signifi-
cant smoke and water damage that made two 
apartments uninhabitable. Displaced tenants 
were being assisted by the Red Cross.

The apartment had working smoke de-
tectors but not a sprinkler system. Dam-
age to the building and contents is esti-
mated at $400,000.
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Wrightway is growing!

Join our team…
Partners with

Marvin Windows, ABC Seamless Siding, Gutter Helmet,

Sunesta Awnings, Boral Steel Roofing.

Use your exterior remodeling talents

to deliver excellent customer service:

EXPERIENCED INSTALLERS

Siding • Gutter Protection • Windows • Deck

www.wrightwaybuilt.com

NOW RI G

� Paid Vacation

� 401K Contribution

� Short & Long-Term Disability

� Employee Referral Program

� Paid Holidays

� Life Insurance

� Flexible Schedule

� & MORE

CALL TODAY FOR AN INTERVIEW:

920-923-0721
920-232-5600

Neenah girls fall to Hortonville in sectional final
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

For the second straight season, the 
Neenah girls basketball team fell one step 
short of making the state tournament. 

A rough first half was too much to over-
come for the Rockets, who fell 71-54 to 
Hortonville on Saturday afternoon in a 
WIAA Division 1 sectional final at Apple-
ton East High School. 

Neenah finishes the season with a 26-2 
record, with both losses coming to the Po-
lar Bears.

“This is not the way we wanted our sea-
son to end,” head coach Andrew Braunel 
said. “We didn’t play well at all in the first 
half and completely got away from our 
game. We couldn’t get in a consistent of-
fensive rhythm all game and when we did, 
the shots were not falling. Credit Horton-
ville for putting a great game plan in place 
and making things difficult for us.”

The Rockets were held to just 15 points 
in the first half and trailed by 19 points at 
intermission but started the second half 
with a 9-0 run to climb back into the game. 

Ava Kok ignited the spurt with a 
3-pointer to start the half, followed by 
triples from Rowan Klesmit and Allie Zie-
bell to cut the Polar Bears’ lead to 34-24. 

Hortonville answered with its own 9-0 
spurt before Neenah once again began to 
chip away. Five different players scored 
in a 10-0 run to bring the Rockets within 
nine points, while a Sammie Buss 3-point-
er a bit later narrowed the Polar Bears’ ad-
vantage to 49-42. 

But that was as close as the Rockets 
would get as Hortonville was able to 
weather the storm and pull away down the 

stretch. 
Ziebell finished with 26 points, nine re-

bounds and five assists to lead the Rock-
ets, while Ava Kok added 12 points and 
Klesmit chipped in seven points. 

Hortonville was led by sophomore 
Rainey Welson, who scored a program-re-
cord 41 points. 

“Welson was in a zone tonight, there is 

nothing else that needs to be said,” Braun-
el said. “We didn’t do a great job of taking 
away space on the floor and she took ad-
vantage of that every time. When we were 
finally able to make some adjustments, 
she made us pay from deep. She was im-
pressive tonight.”

Photo by Dustin Riese

Neenah’s Autumn Schabo looks to make a pass while being pressured by a Hortonville defend-
er in last Saturday’s WIAA Division 1 sectional final.

Ziebell to shoot at state
For the second straight season, 
Neenah standout Allie Ziebell will 
compete in the 3-point challenge 
at the WIAA Girls State Tour-
nament at the Resch Center in 
Green Bay this weekend.
Ziebell will be one of 10 com-
petitors who take to the court on 
Saturday morning to compete for 
the title. Ziebell finished second 
in last year’s event. 
Ziebell led all of Division 1 with 
a 47.8 shooting percentage from 
3-point range. She made 88-of-
184 of her attempts, which is 
the most makes and attempts of 
any player in the field. Her per-
centage is the third highest mark 
among the competitors. 
The top two shooters, who are 
not competing with their teams 
in the state tournament, are 
invited to compete in the 3-point 
challenge. Rankings are based 
on 3-point shooting percentage 
over the course of the regular 
season. 
The rest of the field consists of 
Sophia Lanille of Fond du Lac, 
Mimi Hart of Cedarburg, Emily 
Jaenke of Fox Valley Lutheran, 
Ameerah Grant of Brown Deer, 
Riley Ketterhagen of Oostburg, 
Paris Opelt of Neillsville, Lindsay 
Schadewalt of New Glarus, Libby 
Ash of Sevastopol and Jaden 
Zuber of Monticello.
Jaenke won last year’s event.See Neenah girls on Page 11

220 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Neenah

(920)729-6799DRAPERY + BLINDS

SewBiz

sewbizdrapery@yahoo.com

Adding a custom touch

for 37 years and counting
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CARPET CLEANING

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

BUSINESS
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
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DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

 Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your 
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.  

TROPHY

TROPHIES * AWARDS * RIBBONS

ENGRAVABLE GIFTS * MEDALS

Neenah - Menasha’s
Complete Awards Center

E-Mail Allsporttrophy@aol.com • Website allsporttrophy.com

All-Sport Trophy & Engraving
856 S Commercial Street, Neenah,WI. 54956

(920)722-0146

CARPET CLEANING
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

JD Williams, REALTOR®

(920) 252-3633 Cell

920-230-8880 Ofice

814 Knapp St · Oshkosh

HELPING EMPTYNESTERS

FINDANEWNEST

www.sellwithjd.com

REAL ESTATE
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

NERVE PAIN RELIEF

maxwellnesspr.com

Relief from nerve related pain or
numbness caused by chemotherapy,
diabetes, CRPS, and other neuropathies

No risk, non-invasive, no drugs, lasers,

needles, or surgery

FREE Consultation with NO obligation!

920-306-4727

Zephyrs drop hard-fought heartbreaker to Mishicot
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

It was another step forward for the St. 
Mary Catholic girls basketball program. 

Just not the final step the Zephyrs were 
hoping for. 

After clawing its way back to a section-
al final for the first time since 2009, the 
Zephyrs came up short of earning a trip to 
the WIAA State Tournament after a 56-55 
loss to conference rival Mishicot at Bril-
lion on Saturday. 

“It’s tough,” head coach Jeff Chew said. 
“I just told them to be proud of what they 
accomplished. There aren’t many teams in 
the state playing today so walk out (of the 
locker room) being proud of what you’ve 
done and who you are.” 

The game was capped after a wild final 
few seconds. 

It started with eight-tenths of a second 
left when the Mishicot bench was issued 
a technical foul for coming on the court 
during play as the team celebrated what 

appeared to be a hard-fought three-point 
win.                                                             

The Zephyrs’ Emily Vogel then stepped 
to the line and drilled two free throws de-
spite the near deafening noise. St. Mary 
Catholic then got the ball at halfcourt but 
couldn’t get the ball inbounds and was 
whistled for a five-second violation, giving 
the ball to Mishicot.

The Indians just had to inbound the 
ball and get the clock to start to wrap up 
the victory. They attempted a pass to-
ward their own free-throw line where a 
Mishicot player was closely guarded. As 
the two players went for the ball, there was 
some contact and one official called a foul 
before the final buzzer sounded. 

But after a discussion with another offi-
cial, no foul was called and the game was 
over with Mishicot earning the state trip. 

“We knew they were physical and we 
knew they played hard,” said Chew, whose 
team won close games in both regular-sea-
son meetings with Mishicot. “It was just 
one of those games that came down to 
who was going to make baskets at the end.” 

St. Mary Catholic made just three field 
goals after halftime but led at times in the 
second half as the two teams exchanged 
the lead. However, the Zephyrs’ were 21-
of-27 from the free-throw line, including a 
stretch where they hit 11-of-12.

“We practice free throws a lot and we hit 
some clutch ones,” Chew said. 

It was a free throw from Audrey Nor-
ville with 2:12 left that gave the Zephyrs 
their final lead at 52-51, but Mishicot – 
which had two starters foul out – scored 
five of the next six points.

Norville led the Zephyrs with 16 points, 
but missed the final two minutes of the 
game after suffering an injury. 

Emily Vogel finished with 13 points and 
Chloe Vogel – the lone senior on the St. 
Mary Catholic squad – added 10. 

“The thing that sticks out about this 
team is how hard they played. The kids left 
it on the court every game,” Chew said. 
“It’s a very close team and they played well 
together.” 

Mishicot led by as many as nine points 
in the first half and were ahead 27-19 with 
2:12 left to play. 

Emily Vogel hit the second of her three 
first-half 3-pointers and Nolie Anderson 
followed with two free throws to give the 
Zephyrs a spark.

After Mishicot made a 3-pointer with 

1:14 to play, St. Mary Catholic rattled off 
the final four points of the half – a 3-point-
er from Emily Vogel and one free throw 
from Nolie Anderson – left the Zephyrs 
trailing just 29-28 at the half. 

The free-throw line played a key role in 

Neenah News

St. Mary Catholic’s Chloe Vogel fights of possession for the ball with three Mishicot players 
during the first half of Saturday’s WIAA Division 4 sectional final.

See Zephyr girls on Page 11

Neenah News

Nolie Anderson gets fouled while going up 
for a shot in the second half Saturday.
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

DO YOU VIEW SUCCESS AS FUN? So do we! 
Join us and train at SCDTI for your CDL  

715-942-2700 ext. 102

01 Jetta Manual 380k mi front deer damage 
Runs/Drives $600 obo 715-250-2793

2023 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER 
5 Frame Nucs, Singles, Doubles & Pallets 

www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 
Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

AKC REG. COCKER SPANIEL PUPS Big Lit-
ters! 1/2 PRICE! 2-M, 5-F shots & wormed 

920-563-3410 mornings (#268588) 
(WCAN)

AKC YELLOW MALE LAB PUP $300; & 
Black & Yellow Labs M & F $850 shots/

worm/vet 715-257-1330 (267331)

ARE YOU A PET OWNER? Do you want to 
get up to 100% back on Vet Bills? Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company has pet coverage 
that can help! Call 1-844-244-7146 to get 
a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.

com/wicp (WCAN)

AUSSIE DOODLES, REDS & RED MERLES 
vac/wormed/dews Family Raised $400  

715-721-0246

AUSSIEDOODLE PUPPIES 1 yr. Health 
guar shots/vet check $150 715-754-2682 

(513867)

Bear Landscaping & Snow Removal: Now 
accepting new clients for lawn care! 

We offer residential and commercial, 
lawn care and landscaping services! 

920-420-6502 
bdsnowremovalandlawncare.com

CORGI PUPS PUREBRED Blue Merle, Black 
Tri & tan/ white Vet ckd Shots dewormed 

Well socialized w/kids $800  N4328 Cty Rd T 
Shawano 715-758-6282 (WCAN)

COWBOY CORGIE PUPPIES People Friendly 
Quick to Learn, Make good companions $400 

715-758-6564 Leave Msg

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

Golden Retriever Pups ACA Reg M-$450 
Shots/wormed/vet Bonduel 715-745-4546

GRASS FED BEEF 1/4, 1/2 & whole, $4.95/

lb incl processing November  
715-250-2793

MINI BERNEDOODLES & GOLDENDOODLE 
PUPS, Health Certificate & vet checked 

$1200 715-409-0533 (WCAN)

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS 3-M $450 ea, 
5-F $400 ea Shots/Dewormed  

715-754-5699

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display! 

All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI  

920-892-6006  Open Daily (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

PUREBRED GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES 
Shots wormed vet checked $550 CASH ONLY 

Greenwood, WI 715-267-6306

SHEEPADOODLE PUPS dews removed, 
shots/wormed UTD, $700 Will deliver!  

715-965-6882 or 715-721-0553 (WCAN)

STANDARD & MINI AUSSIE PUPS 1 yr Hlth 
guar shots/vet check Merles-$400 Tri-$200-

$300 715-754-2682 (513867)

TEDDY BEAR PUPPIES 6 wks old vet checked 
UTD shots $1000-$1200 715-703-8981

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 

reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 

Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW 
SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New 
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates 

make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional Installation. Top Quality - Made 
in the USA. Call for free consultation: 877-
544-2415 Ask about our specials! (WCAN)

ADELL SPORTSMANS RUMMAGE Sat. Mar 
11 Random Lake Rod & Gun Club, W3315 Jay 

Rd Belgium WI Info 270-535-2905

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

EQUIPMENT AUCTION -MARCH 30th @ 
10AM EUGENE & ALAN BLAKE, N7366 State 
Road, Black Creek, WI. Online bidding avail-
able on EquipmentFacts.com and Proxibid.
com See www.nolansales.com for details. 
Conducted by NOLAN SALES LLC, Marion, 
WI 715-754-5221 Lic. Auctioneers #165 & 

#142 (WCAN)

FLEA MARKET by FDL EVENING LIONS SUN. 
MARCH 12th 8am-2pm; $1 Adm.  

FOND DU LAC FAIRGROUNDS   
fonddulaclions.org

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local  

414-520-1612

FONDY VINTAGE AUTO CLUB ANNUAL SWAP 
MEET! Sun MAR 12 8am-2:00pm FOND DU 

LAC CO FAIRGROUNDS EXPO Adm $5 Tony  
920-922-4881 or Steve 920-924-9000 (WCAN)

FREE to the PUBLIC “Constitution Alive” 
Video Presentations. The class will run for 7 
weeks on Tuesday 6:00-7:30PM at the Copper 

Hall in Oshkosh (203 Otter Ave) beginning March 
14. Entertaining, inspiring, and educational 
format to learn the Biblical, Historical, and 

Constitutional Foundation of Freedom in our 
Country. More information at Facebook page 

“East WI Convention of States for Liberty” Events 
section. Text 920-267-0890 to reserve seating.

HOME MAINTENANCE: Painting, plumb-
ing, minor electric, carpentry and lawn. 

920-267-8237 land line,  
leave message Pat

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 

Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg & Gibson 
Mandolins/Banjos. 844-262-6174 (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE helps 
Rawhide provide mental health services that 
redirect local Wisconsin youth & adults from 

harmful decisions. Donate Today!  
888-653-2729 (WCAN)

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Garage/Estate Sales

Prep sports roundup
BOYS BASKETBALL

Rockets top Panthers, 
Terrors for regional title

Neenah’s boys basketball team rolled 
to a WIAA Division 1 regional title last 
weekend beating Stevens Point 60-45 on 
Friday and Appleton West 81-71 on Sat-
urday. 

The Rockets used a big second half to 
get past the Panthers, rallying from a two-
point halftime deficit to outscore Stevens 
Point 41-24 to collect the win. 

Cal Klesmit finished with 20 points, 11 
rebounds and five assists to lead the way 
for Neenah. Brady Corso added 14 points 
and Jackson Schlomann chipped in 12 
points. 

The following night in the final game 
at Ron Einerson Fieldhouse, the Rockets 
again put together a strong second half in 
beating the Terrors. Neenah erupted for 
51 points after intermission to pull away 
from a one-point halftime lead. 

Klesmit once again led the Rockets’ 
charge with 29 points, leading four players 
in double figures. Corso added 15 points, 
while Elliot Swanson and Schlomann each 
finished with 10. 

Neenah hit 10-of-22 3-pointers in the 
game and finished 25-of-30 from the free-
throw line. 

The Rockets, seeded sixth in the section-
al, were scheduled to face second-seeded 
Hudson on Thursday in Stevens Point. If 
Neenah wins, it would play either Superi-
or or Appleton North on Saturday, tenta-
tively scheduled to be played at Wiscon-
sion Rapids.

St. Mary Catholic wins 
pair of tourney games

St. Mary Catholic charged back from a 
halftime deficit to defeat Oconto 84-81, in 
a WIAA Division 4 regional final Saturday. 

The Zephyrs trailed 41-38 at halftime 
before coming back for the win. 

Two players posted double-doubles for 
St. Mary Catholic. Charlie Nackers fin-
ished with a season-high 26 points and 
added 10 rebounds, while Fisher MacK-
enzie totaled 13 points and grabbed 18 
rebounds.

Danny Griffith with 19 points and Cole 
Uhlenbrauck with 14 points also reached 
double figures for the Zephyrs. 

St. Mary Catholic helped seal the win 
with a 21-of-28 performance at the free-
throw line, including a 12-of-14 night 
from Griffith. 

The Zephyrs reached the regional final 
with a 101-62 dismantling of Manawa on 
Friday night. 

Three players finished with at least 20 
points in the game, led by MacKenzie’s 
22-point effort. Griffith and Uhlenbrauck 
each had 20. 

Braeden Brenn also reached double fig-
ures for the Zephyrs with 10 points. 

The Zephyrs were slated to play Crivi-
tz at Oconto Falls on Thursday, with the 
winner advancing to a sectional final Sat-
urday against the winner of Marathon and 
Auburndale. That game is scheduled to be 
played at Appleton East. All four teams 
left in the sectional are ranked in the top 
10 in Division 4. 

keeping St. Mary Catholic in the game.
The Zephyrs finished the game 26-of-

35 from the foul line, while the Indians 
were just 14-of-24, including only 9-of-16 
in the second half. 

St. Mary Catholic took its first lead 
since the opening basket at 34-33 after 
four straight points from Norville about 
four minutes into the period. 

Two more free throws from Chloe Vogel 
about a minute later gave St. Mary Catho-
lic its biggest lead of the game at 36-33.

The Zephyrs reached the sectional final 
game following a convincing 84-72 win 

over second-ranked Westfield in a section-
al semifinal Thursday.

Chloe Vogel finished with 26 points, 10 
rebounds and six assists to key the victory. 
It was the senior’s third double-double of 
the season and the eighth time she scored 
at least 20 points in a game. 

Emily Vogel added 23 points, while 
Norville with 11 points and Lauren Rip-
ley with 10 points also reached double 
figures. Sienna Anderson finished with 
eight points and a team-high nine as-
sists.

St. Mary Catholic used another strong 
night at the free-throw line to secure the 
win, going 26-of-30, with Chloe Vogel hit-
ting all 13 of her attempts. 

St. Mary Catholic led 37-31 at halftime.

Zephyr girls
from Page 10

The Rockets, who won their first out-
right conference title in more than 30 
years, will return the bulk of their roster 
next year, but will lose five players to grad-
uation. 

Braunel said the talented group will cer-
tainly be missed both on and off the court.

“I am having a hard time finding the 
right words to say about this group,” 
Braunel said. “This group meant so much 
to this program and it wasn’t just because 
of what they accomplished on the basket-
ball court. They are great leaders in the 
classroom and have set the groundwork 
for the future success of our program. 
We are all going to be better players and 
coaches because of them and they will be 
missed next season.”

Neenah girls
from Page 9

Neenah bowlers compete at state tourney
The Neenah High School girls bowling 

team competed at the Wisconsin High 
School Bowling Championships this past 
weekend in Weston. 

The squad was 12th among the 15 Divi-
sion 1 girls teams. Neenah finished with a to-
tal of 2,101 after 15 games of qualifying, but 
were just 82 pins out of seventh place. The 
qualifying games were Baker style, with five 
players bowling two frames per game. 

A co-op between the two Sun Prairie high 
schools and Marshall High School was the 

top qualifier with a total of 2,952 and went 
on to win the state title in a step-ladder final. 

Bowling for Neenah were Emily Gla-
sheen, Anthem Kotze, Braelyn Boss, Kylie 
Brown, Trista Nelson and Miley Young.

The Neenah boys were also represented 
at the state meet as Zachary Olson quali-
fied for individual competition. 

Olson rolled a 571 series in qualifying 
and ranked 50th out of 106 competitors. 
Olson came up 46 pins short of advancing 
to the semifinal round. 

To advertise in the Neenah News, 
give us a call at 920-486-1616

2126 Algoma Blvd

Oshkosh Wi 54901

920-233-2400

Serving 11am-8pm

For our complete menu

please visit us on Facebook

or check us out at

Northsidebarngrill.com

o :

•

• Pi

uegi

s

oles

e of t

d ma ryye.

ase

I

St. Paddy’s Day
March 17

Corned Beef, Cabbage & Carrots
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Learn more at

www.oshkoshherald.com/kid-scoop/

• Local newspapers play vital roles in communities

across the globe.

• Local newspapers keep readers up-to-date on their

own communities.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby businesses.

• Local newspapers can strengthen communities.

• Local newspapers can benefit children.

Before 1972, less that 300,000 girls 
participated in school sports in the 
United States. Write down the 
numbers on the correct path through 
the maze to discover how many 
girls participate in school sports.

Before and After Title IX

Today, girls have equal access to playing sports at public 
schools because in 1972, the United States Congress 
signed into law that everyone in the United States, 
regardless of their gender, has equal rights to play sports. 
This law is called Title IX. (Title IX is the same as Title 9. 
The number 9 is written in Roman numerals.)

Title IX Changes Girls’ Lives

Title IX uses the 
Roman numerals IX 

to show the word nine. 
Look through the 

newspaper for 
five numbers and 

rewrite each one as 
a Roman numeral.

Roman Numerals

Standards Link: Math: 
Understand the use and 

system of Roman numerals.

History of Women in Sports
C E L E B R A T E  W O M E N ’ S  H I S T O R Y

1800s Today

How many 
di�erences 

can you �nd 
between 
these two 
baseball 

players from 
di�erent 

years?

Women’s Sports Moments

Would you want to play tennis dressed like this?

Today, we know that exercise is good 
for everyone’s health—boys and 
girls, men and women.

Today, girls and women can play 
sports for fun. They also can compete 
and become professional athletes. 
But that was not always the case.

Imagine being told that you can’t do 
something you love to do. Or that 
you are forced to wear clothing that 

makes it difficult to do what you love 
to do. Or that you can’t find anyone 
to play a sport with you. Or that you 
aren’t allowed on a golf course, a 
tennis court or other sporting fields.

How would all of that make you 
feel? Frustrated? Lonely?

That is how girls and women who 
enjoyed sports felt before the year 
1972, a year of important change.

In the early 1900s, women wore long, 
heavy skirts that made it hard to run 
after a tennis ball.

It wasn’t just the skirts that were 
a problem, they also wore corsets 
and blouses made with 
long sleeves and 
stiff collars. They 
were expected to wear jackets, 
heavy shoes, and even
broad-brimmed hats.

A corset is a tight-fitting 
undergarment worn 
under a blouse. 

What’s a corset? Two women, 
Mrs. Edwards and 
Miss Kussin, boxed 

each other and showed 
women can throw punches.

Use the code to discover when each of these 
important moments happened.

Billie Jean King beats 
the No. 1-ranked men’s 
tennis player, Bobby 

Riggs, showing women 
can compete with men.

Aileen Riggin 
became the 
first female 
Olympian to 
win medals                in two different sports at the 

same Olympic Games. She medaled in both swimming 
and diving. Some say she was the first athlete, male or 
female, to win two medals in the same Olympic Games.
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Standards Link: Read informational text in history.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

T
Y
S
T
K
P
S
E
L
Y

F
L
O
L
Y
M
P
I
C
W

I
C
V
U
N
E
M
O
W
H

R
C
O
M
P
E
T
E
E
S

S
T
R
O
P
S
W
A
V
E

T
Y
J
S
A
O
L
T
S
V

W
S
M
I
R
T
S
H
C
E

O
R
H
N
H
T
H
L
H
E

R
A
A
N
N
O
O
E
O
L

H
E
T
E
X
V
E
T
O
S

ATHLETE
COMPETE
FIRST
HATS
HEALTH
OLYMPIC
SCHOOL
SHOES
SLEEVES
SPORTS
TENNIS
THROW
WOMEN
WORN
YEAR

A rebus is a puzzle that uses pictures to reveal a word or phrase. 
Can you solve this rebus puzzle?

Picture Puzzles

Standards Link: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

A Running Start

How many di�erences can you �nd 
between these two pictures?

Standards Link: Read biographical text.

Babe Didrikson Zaharias is considered one of the 
greatest athletes of the last century. Few, if any, have 

matched her achievements in sports.

Babe was born on June 26, 1911. When she was young, 
most girls did not participate in sports. Babe loved 
sports. In her lifetime, she was an Olympic gold 

medalist in track and field, an All-American basketball 
player, a champion golfer and an extraordinary baseball 

player, swimmer, bowler, diver and tennis player.

When the news of the 1928 Olympic Games filled the 
newspapers, Babe decided to begin her own training. 
She practiced hurdles by soaring over seven hedges in 
her neighborhood. When one of the hedges was a bit 

too high, she asked the people who lived there to cut it 
down to the right size, and they did!

Gol�ng Great
Babe was an excellent golfer. From 1946-47, Babe 
won 13 tournaments in a row. Babe would go on to 

win 113 golf tournaments.

The Woman I 
Most Admire
Write about a woman you 

know that inspires you.


