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Murder trial

setin 2021
stabbing

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

An April jury trial date has been set for the
man charged in the stabbing death of Rog-
er Ridgeway near Gord’s Pub in Neenah in
2021.

Mandel Roy, 26, of Minnesota, has been
in jail since that time on
a felony murder charge.
His case was repeat-
edly delayed after his
state-appointed  public
defender stopped show-
ing up for court. Last
November, the court ap-
pointed an attorney to
represent Roy at county
expense.

Roy’s accomplice, Terran Colwell, 30,
of Minnesota, was convicted of substantial
battery and harboring or aiding a felon last
September and was sentenced to three years
in prison.

Charles Hoofman, 53, of Neenah, was sen-

Roy

See Murder trial on Pace 4

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue photos

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue divers conduct regular training on the ice in preparation for winter emergencies.

Rescue teams share lifesaving focus

Training ramps up
ahead of ice fishing events

By Dan Roherty

NEENAH NEWS

Ice rescue training is an ongoing prior-
ity for Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue and
other regional emergency departments,
and takes on added emphasis ahead of
two large ice fishing events on the Win-
nebago lake system.

Multiple departments worked together
on response coordination and training on
Lake Butte des Morts in Oshkosh recent-
ly that Neenah-Menasha assistant chief
of training Jim Peglow said went beyond
individual team training that often coordi-
nates with Winnebago County resources.

Peglow said last winter generated more
agency interaction, including emergen-
cy responses to a February snow squall
across the region, that helps teams better
know each another’s equipment capabili-
ties and personnel.

Those recent experiences and the up-
coming Winnebago system spearfishing
season (Feb. 11) and Battle on Bago (Feb.
17-18) prompted crews from Neenah-Me-
nasha, Oshkosh, Winneconne, Omro, Poy
Sippi and the Winnebago County Sherift’s
Office to share their training and tools.

“It was an eye-opener and we all worked
well together, but it reminds everybody
we can be doing a little bit more training
together,” Peglow said.

He said it was good to see the different
airboats and their capabilities, be able to
operate at unfamiliar boat landings to
identify any issues, and share tips on best

Three more Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue team members completed dive certification recently

through Mountain Bay Scuba.

use of GPS datums that are used between
boat systems and cellphones.

Staffing goes up for Neenah-Menasha
Fire Rescue to help support spearfishing
season and Battle on Bago.

“Just the sheer number of people, you're

going to have everything from medical
emergencies to people lost on the ice, to
cars and snowmobiles and four-wheelers
not starting,” Peglow said.

See Ice rescues oN PAGE 7

Agencies, police combat human trathcking

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeENAH NEWS

Situated along the Interstate 41 cor-
ridor, the Fox Valley is considered a hot
spot for human trafficking.

With motels and hotels lining the in-
terstate and many large events that can
draw thousands of visitors from all over
the country, the span between Milwau-
kee and Green Bay is considered espe-
cially attractive for sex trafficking.

Human trafficking involves the ex-
ploitation of a person through force,
fraud or coercion for the purpose of
commercial sex or forced labor, accord-

ing to the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security.

In 2021, 111 sur-
vivors of human traf-
ficking contacted the
Wisconsin Trafficking
Hotline. From those
calls, 95 human traf-

ficking cases were
identified with 166
victims.

m Nora Gonzalez Car-

vajal is an anti-human
trafficking victims advocate at Reach
Counseling in Neenah.

Reach helped 58 survivors of traffick-
ing in 2021 and about 70 survivors in
2022. Most of the cases involve people
living in the Fox Valley.

Gonzalez Carvajal said the human
trafficking survivors come from all back-
grounds and ages. About 40% of the sur-
vivors are black women.

“This is because traffickers often think
they’ll land less jail time if caught traf-
ficking black women in comparison to
white women,” she said.

Victims are targeted by traffickers

See Human trafficking on Pace 7
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Miss Rural Winnebago sparks leadership

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

The Waukau Youth Group is seeking
applicants for the 55th annual Miss Rural
Winnebago contest June 11.

Miss Rural Winnebago (MRW) is a
youth leadership position with the goal
of promoting rural life and agriculture in
Winnebago County.

The public figure position is held for a
year and includes participating in a variety
of events such as parades, public speaking
and service activities.

It aims to provide young women with a
unique experience and stronger interper-
sonal skills.

MRW was started in 1969 by the Wau-
kau Youth Group that
operates out of the
Waukau Youth Cen-
ter at 2711 State 116.
The organization hosts
multiple family-friend-
ly events each year.

MRW program coor-
dinator Jodie Weyland,
23, was born in Neen-

ah and later moved to
Winneconne. She held the MRW title in
2016 and the Winnebago County Fairest
of the Fair title in 2021.

Weyland enjoys helping others. During
her reign as MRW she developed a profes-
sional network that she said remains im-
pactful today.

“As a coordinator, I want to help each
Miss find her own interests; her own pas-
sions through this program,” she said.

The 2023 MRW will have the opportu-
nity to participate in agricultural and rural
tours within the county and make connec-
tions with local businesses.

“Each time she tours these places she

Submitted photo

Miss Rural Winnebago Macy Dodd (right) is shown with Fairest of the Fair Meghan Numrich.

learns information that she goes on to talk
about with other people and she also uses
what she learned to promote those busi-
nesses, as well as the Miss Rural program,
on the social media platforms that we use,”
Weyland said.

The 2022 MRW, Macy Dodd of Winne-
conne, will be passing on her crown and
title June 11 at the Youth Days Chicken
BBQ at the Waukau Youth Center.

The program is open to females ages
13-17 who reside or attend school in
Winnebago County. No agricultural
background or related experiences are
required. Applicants will speak with two
judges during the interview process and
participate in etiquette training.

“We give them some tools that they can
take home and to their communities to
help them feel more comfortable talking
with people that they might not usually
feel more open to going up to,” Weyland
said.

No matter how the contest ends, appli-
cants will leave with new experiences.

“If someone is afraid to apply, there is
no fear,” Weyland said. “It’s very casual
and they will take skills away, whether
they have a crown or not, at the end of the
process.”

The application period for the 2023
contest is open through May 31. Applica-
tions are available at missruralwinnebago.
wixsite.com/mrwwi.

County promotes proper recycling of electronics

Winnebago County Solid Waste is urg-
ing residents to be mindful of how they
dispose of electronics as they’re turning
off the old and booting up new devices.
State law bans most electronic devices
from Wisconsin landfills.

“We've seen electronics come into our
transfer station on recycling and garbage
trucks that service communities from
across our county,” said Kathy Hutter, sol-
id waste operations manager.

“That means someone put it in their
waste or recycling container at home with-
out knowing that broken electronics and

their batteries can expose our workers to
hazardous materials or start fires in refuse
carts, collection trucks and our facilities.”

Recycling electronics benefits the com-
munity’s safety and helps the environ-
ment.

“Electronic devices contain a variety
of materials that can be salvaged, recy-
cled and reused,” said Jessica Hanson,
solid waste communications and pro-
gram development specialist. “Recycling
electronics through drop-off programs
conserves natural resources and ensures
that data left on the device is properly de-

Ice harvesting

Before refrigeration was common, ice harvest-
ing allowed things to be kept cold throughout
the year. In 1903 a total crop of 100,000 tons
of ice was cut from the Neenah shore of Lake
Winnebago to fill the ice houses, cold storage
plants and adjacent country ice houses.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

stroyed.”

County residents with household T'Vs,
computers, monitors, printers, DVD/
VCR players, gaming systems, tablets and
cellphones can bring them to Winnebago
County Solid Waste at 100 W. County Y
for cost-efficient recycling year-round.

Visit ~ WinnebagoCountySolidWaste.
com for more information.

Chamber leadership

programs set new season

The Fox Cities Chamber has set applica-
tion dates for its two leadership programs,
Leadership Fox Cities and Leadership Fox
Cities 2.0, that will be available starting
May 1.

Starting in fall of each year, participants
gather monthly for daylong education-
al sessions in the community focused
on topics including business, education,
government and media, human services,
health and wellness, law enforcement, en-
vironment, and the arts.

A Kkickoff retreat is held in September
and programming starts in October.

Small groups also will complete com-
munity projects during the session. To
learn more, visit foxcitieschamber.com/
leadership-fox-cities.

Leadership Fox Cities 2.0 was created
exclusively for graduates of Leadership
Fox Cities and other community leader-
ship programs.

The advanced development program is
an extension of the original program that
takes a deeper dive into community top-
ics. 2.0 sessions will be held Oct. 24, Jan.
23, 2024, March 26, 2024, and April 23,
2024. Each session will run from 8 a.m. to
noon.
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Lawsuit filed to support Shattuck area yard signs

Neenah News

A federal lawsuit has been filed against
the city of Neenah challenging efforts to
enforce a sign ordinance in the Shattuck
Middle School neighborhood.

The Wisconsin Institute for Law & Lib-
erty (WILL) is representing Tim and Me-
gan Florek of Neenah. WILL filed the law-
suit Monday, stating that the city’s efforts
to have signs removed from homes in the
school neighborhood protesting rezoning
efforts for the property are unconstitu-
tional.

The Shattuck site will be vacant later
this year as the district restructures with
the completion of the new Neenah High
School in Fox Crossing.

The Common Council voted against re-
zoning the site to be made into apartments
and homes at a meeting in early December.
The signs stating “Don’t Rezone Shattuck

Middle School Leave R-1 Alone” have re-
mained in the yards of dozens of homes to
protest any future rezoning efforts.

The Floreks, who live on Congress
Street near Shattuck, were one of about
65 homes who received a letter notifying
them that the signs violate city ordinance
and giving them until Feb. 8 for removal.

The penalty for noncompliance is a
fine of up to $500 for the first offense and
$1,000 for each subsequent offense. Each
day the sign is displayed is considered a
separate offense.

Documents indicate the initial letter
stated that the Floreks’ sign is considered
a “temporary sign” because there is no
pending action with the council regarding
rezoning but notes if a rezoning request
is filed again the sign would then be per-
mitted to be displayed because the issue
would be pending.

Convention & Visitors Bureau officers, members named

The Fox Cities Convention & Visitors
Bureau this week named its 2023 board of
directors and executive committee.

Board officers include:

o Chair Ryan Batley, Best Western Pre-
mier Bridgewood Resort

« Vice chair Abe Weber, Appleton Inter-
national Airport

o Secretary Matt Carpenter, History
Museum at the Castle

o Treasurer Jim March, Town of Grand
Chute

Other executive committee members
include:

« Amanda Hedtke, Fairfield Inn & Suites
Appleton

« Randy Kliment, Hampton Inn Apple-
ton

« Beau Bernhoft, Village of Little Chute

« Chris Haese, City of Neenah

« Chuck Gifford, Comfort Suites Apple-
ton

Newly elected board members include:

« David Kress, City of Appleton

« Ryan Moede, Wisconsin Timber Rat-
tlers

Other returning board members in-
clude:

o Linda Garvey, Hilton Appleton Paper
Valley

« Norb Karner, Village of Kimberly

« Jeft Sturgell, Village of Fox Crossing

o Chef Jeff Igel, Fox Valley Technical
College

« DPeter Rank, CopperLeaf Boutique
Hotel & Spa

Neenah News
A sign ordinance in the city of Neenah is
facing a federal lawsuit.

WILL sent a response letter to the city,
notifying them that the ordinance violates
the First Amendment and requesting that
the city withdraw it.

The city then issued the Floreks an
amended violation notice, which was
substantially the same but with wording
removed that relates to the Floreks” op-
portunity to display the sign if a rezoning
request is filed again.

WILL argues this is evidence that the
city has targeted the Shattuck sign based
on its message, adding that if the sign was
a “For Sale” sign the city would allow the
sign to be displayed for 30 days after the
sale of the property, which may never hap-
pen.

“But because the Floreks have chosen
to display a sign which contains a political
message instead of a sign which contains
a for-sale message, the city has resorted
to an apparent default classification of the
message as a portable sign, thereby limit-
ing the Floreks to a single sign of smaller

size and subjecting them to more stringent
time limitations for displaying their sign,”
WILL attorneys wrote.

City Attorney David Rashid said last
week that the city’s ordinance is content
neutral because it regulates any such signs,
regardless of the message appearing on
them. He noted another 10 residents re-
ceived notices of violation for signs with
messaging that was not pertaining to Shat-
tuck.

WILL contends the Floreks have a First
Amendment right to display the sign on
their residential property as a means of ex-
pressing their opinion on a controversial
issue.

“The city does not get to decide what is-
sues its residents can speak on, nor does it
have the authority to limit its residents’ po-
litical speech in this manner,” WILL wrote.

WILL is asking for an injunction pre-
venting the city from taking any further
action on the notice of violation or en-
forcing the sign ordinance. WILL is also
asking for an award of damages, costs and
attorney fees.

WRITING
OPPORTUNITIES

Do you have the pulse
on the community?
Interested in feature
stories or prep sports?

We are looking for writers interested in creating
community features, news stories or sports
reporting on a freelance basis for either the
Oshkosh Herald or Neenah News weekly
newspapers. Submissions would need a local
focus that also can connect to broader topics.
Compensation is on a story-by-story basis.

Contact editor@oshkoshherald.com to get more details.




PAGE 4 | NEENAHNEWSNOW.COM

FeBruARY 3, 2023

Transport vehicles’ safety locks updated after death

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeeNAH NEws

The Outagamie County Sherift’s Office
has made changes to all its transport vehi-
cles after a woman jumped from a moving
police vehicle on State 441 in Fox Cross-
ing and died last May.

Details of the incident were first shared
by Neenah News last October.

Outagamie deputies James Stordock

and Thomas Van Horn were transport-
ing 43-year-old Xee Yang of Grand Chute
from St. Elizabeth Hospital in Appleton to
Winnebago County Mental Health Insti-
tute in Oshkosh on May 30 when Yang ex-
ited the moving vehicle while it was trav-
eling about 65 miles per hour. She died
while en route to the hospital.

Witness statements vary on whether
Yang jumped or fell from the vehicle. The

Opioid death case brings felony charges

By Bethanie Gengler

NEeENAH NEwWs

A Milwaukee man is headed to trial on a
homicide charge for selling drugs to a per-
son who fatally overdosed in Winnebago
County in late 2021.

Andre Body, 31, was charged in Win-
nebago County last year with first-degree
intentional homicide for delivering drugs
resulting in death. He was also charged in
Milwaukee County with five felony drug
charges as the second offense.

Documents indicate the Winnebago
County Sheriff’s Department responded
to a home in the Town of Wolf River for
an overdose Dec. 27,2021. An adult male
was pronounced dead at the scene. Drug
paraphernalia was also located.

The victim’s girlfriend told authorities
that he was watching television with her
and her daughter when she fell asleep. She
said when she woke up she found the vic-
tim unresponsive and not breathing.

An autopsy conducted on the victim
revealed he died from heroin and metoni-
tazene toxicity. Metonitazene and isotoni-
tazine are novel synthetic opioids with a
potency similar to fentanyl that are some-
times mixed with heroin.

The victim’s girlfriend initially failed
to tell authorities that she and the victim
traveled to Milwaukee earlier in the day
to purchase heroin. A source told police
that the victim’s girlfriend didn’t turn the
drugs into authorities and did the same

drugs the next day. She overdosed and was
revived.

After questioning the girlfriend and re-
viewing the victim’s cellphone, it was de-
termined that the drugs were purchased
from a dealer referred to as “Blue” The
Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI)
began conducting controlled buys from
Blue.

From Jan. 13 through Feb. 28, DCI pur-
chased a total of 23.8 grams of heroin for
about $1,800 in four controlled buys. The
drugs tested positive for heroin with addi-
tives including fentanyl, metonitazene and
isotonitazine.

After the fourth controlled buy, Blue
was positively identified as Body. He was
arrested and charged in April.

Sentencing for the drug charges in Mil-
waukee County is set for Feb. 2. A jury
trial is scheduled for May in Winnebago
County for the reckless homicide charge.

Body has a lengthy criminal record in-
cluding a felony conviction for a 201$
incident where he punched his girlfriend
and stabbed her in the arm several times
with a steak knife.

The overdose victim’s mother wrote in
an impact statement that the victim was a
father of two who was more than an ad-
dict.

“Our prayers and heartaches weren’t
enough to keep him here but our love for
him never has and never will waiver,” she
wrote.

incident was reviewed by the Winnebago
County District Attorney’s Office, which
concluded Yang jumped from the van on
her own volition.

It was determined Yang was able to exit
the moving vehicle because the child safe-
ty locks, which would have prevented her
from opening the back doors from the in-
side, were not engaged.

Stordock and Van Horn each retained
legal counsel and refused to consent to an
interview about the incident if it was re-
corded. According to a written summary
of the interviews, both deputies said they
believed all transport vans had their interi-
or handles disabled or inaccessible and did

not know to check the child safety locks.

Sgt. Nathan Borman said in response to
the incident that the Outagamie Sherift’s
Office reviewed the locking mechanisms
on all vehicles and made changes to en-
sure the interior handles cannot function.

In patrol vehicles, the interior door han-
dles are completely covered. In other trans-
port vehicles, the interior door handles
were disabled by a mechanic and would
require disassembly of the door to bypass.

The DA’ office determined there was
no basis to criminally prosecute the two
deputies transporting Yang because their
only role in her death was failing to check
that the locks were engaged.

Third man sentenced in robbery shooting

By Bethanie Gengler

NEENAH NEWS

The third man involved in a 2021 armed
robbery in Neenah where a person was
shot in both legs was sentenced last week
for his role in the crime.

Tyrell Anderson, 21, of Oshkosh, pled
no contest Jan. 27 and
was convicted of party
to the crime of armed
robbery as a repeater.
He was sentenced to
three years in prison
and three years of ex-
tended supervision.

In September, Javon-
tae Mabry, 23, of Osh-
kosh, was sentenced to
four years in prison and five years of ex-
tended supervision for party to the crime
of armed robbery with use of force as a
repeater.

Last February, Trino Sanchez, 21, of
Oshkosh, was sentenced to four years in
prison and five years of extended supervi-
sion for party to the crime of reckless inju-
ry and recklessly endangering safety.

The three men went to a house on Prim-
rose Lane in Neenah on Aug. 3, 2021, to

buy drugs. Documents say the woman
living in the basement of the home told
the men she didn’t have drugs to sell. The
encounter escalated to an armed robbery.

Sanchez pointed a gun at the woman
and repeatedly struck her in the face with
it while Mabry tackled her to the bed.
The men stole two cellphones and a box
that contained marijuana and suboxone, a
medication used to treat opiate addiction,
and about $22 in cash.

As the men were exiting the home, the
homeowner returned with his son and
another man. The third party ran after the
fleeing men.

Sanchez, Anderson and Mabry jumped
into their vehicle. One of them pointed a
gun out the back seat window and shot
the man pursuing them in the leg. The bul-
let traveled through both of his knees and
down into his left leg. He was hospitalized
for his injuries.

The robbery victim sustained a facial in-
jury that she sutured herself. All three men
were later arrested and charged.

A handgun similar to the one used in
the robbery was recovered from a vehicle
during Sanchez’s arrest. None of the men
admitted to being the shooter.

Murder trial

FROM PAGE 1

tenced in late January to 60 days in jail for be-
ing a felon in possession of a firearm after po-
lice executed a search warrant for the murder
weapon and located aloaded gun. He has not
been directly charged in the murder.

Ridgeway, 22, of Fox Crossing, was found
stabbed six times near Gord’s Pub on April
21, 2021, and was pronounced dead at the
scene.

Court documents indicate police were
called to Gord’s earlier in the evening due to
an altercation involving Ridgeway’s mother
and several members of the Hell's Lovers

motorcycle club. Ridgeway went to Gord’s
around 10:30 p.m. to inquire about the al-
tercation.

Surveillance videos show Ridgeway leav-
ing Gord’s a short time later with Roy, Col-
well and Hoofman. They walk to a grassy
area in a nearby parking lot where a fight
breaks out.

Roy is captured on video beating Ridge-
way with a tire knocker. Colwell jumps in
and at some point is recorded calling for a
knife. Documents indicate Roy and Colwell
continued beating Ridgeway while he tried
to get away.

Roy and Colwell were recorded running
around the block and entering Eagle Nation
Cycles. Colwell was seen in footage carrying

SNOWBOARDS
Ski Jackets
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a knife and Ridgeway’s wallet, which was
never located.

A witness told police that Roy had blood
on his hands. All of the parties involved said
they didn’t see a knife and didn’t know who
stabbed Ridgeway.

Roy’s attorney, Scott Ceman, filed a Den-
ny notice last week, indicating that he in-
tends to show evidence at trial that Colwell
and Hoofman committed the crime.

According to the notice, there is evidence
that Colwell started the fight with Ridgeway
and during the altercation she was knocked
to the ground. She later told an investigator
that this caused her to become “pissed” and
pushed her to do some “crazy (expletive).”

Ceman alleges that Colwell obtained a
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knife from Hoofman that she used to fatally
stab Ridgeway.

While incarcerated, Roy has been charged
with two misdemeanor counts of criminal
damage to property for breaking jail win-
dows, one count of disorderly conduct for
refusing to comply with corrections officers
who tased him and one count of battery for
beating an inmate who called him a racial
slur.

A three-day jury trial has been set for April
3 for the felony murder charge, which carries
an enhanced sentence of 15 years in prison,
in addition to the maximum sentence for
the underlying felony committed when the
murder occurred. Felony armed robbery
carries up to 40 years in prison.
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Submitted photos

The Art Bus by Emma is getting ready to roll this spring in the community.

Art will be on the move in
Neenah with Emma’s efforts

By Jenny Grunwald
NEENAH NEWS

Starting April 1, Neenah residents
may start noticing a teal school bus with
flowers painted along the sides traveling
around the community.

The Art Bus by Emma is a mobile studio
where adults and children of all ages can
learn about art all while creating their own
artwork onboard. The bus is run by Neen-
ah High School art teacher Emma Santia-
go, who says having a roving art studio has
been a dream of hers.

When Santiago’s husband came across
a painted school bus on Facebook, Emma
said they knew they had to have it. They
went to look at the uniquely colored vehi-
cle that was for sale and bought it on the
spot.

The bus will host private events for
things like birthday parties, ladies’ nights
and corporate outings. Santiago plans to
partner with businesses around the com-
munity to be able to cater to events out-
side of their office space. She plans to take
the bus to homes, parks and other loca-
tions around Neenah where they can park
the bus and do classes as a way to give ev-
erybody a chance to learn about art.

“My long-term goal would be to be
able to service home-school kiddos and
be able to provide not only art classes or
workshops, but art education and be able
to teach people about the arts, not just do
classes,” she said.

The bus will be configured with count-
ers and stools and fit a party of 10 to 12
people. The bus will run workshops and
classes ranging from beginners to ad-
vanced levels as a way for people to not
only do something fun but get something
out of it, like learning a new skill.

“I just want people leaving with some-

Neenah High School art teacher Emma
Santiago is creating a mobile art studio for
the community this spring.

thing they’re proud of” Santiago said. She
wants the community to know they can
make just about anything happen.”

From elaborate birthday ideas to cus-
tom private events, the options will be
open-ended and original from what other
businesses cater to.

Santiago hopes to have a busy summer.

“I'm just excited to offer stuff to every-
body. Everyone can benefit from this be-
cause there’s so many options” she said.

Look for Santiago and her teal bus this
spring, follow at theartbusbyemma.com
or her Facebook page, facebook.com/
theartbusbyemma.

Future Neenah names partnership awards

Future Neenah has recognized individ-
uals and businesses that have best contrib-
uted through partnerships with the orga-
nization in 2022.

Corporate Citizen of the Year Award
went to The Boldt Co., which created the
new holiday alley downtown and also
came to Future Neenah’s rescue by repair-
ing an office roof leak.

Neenah With Pride Award: The Plaza
at Gateway Park, a destination that brings
people into the central city with a year-
round play/entertain atmosphere.

Friend of Neenah Award: Best Western
Premier Bridgewood Resort Hotel and
Conference Center, voted best conference
center in Wisconsin in 2022, hosted a Fu-

ture Neenah board and planning meeting
in 2022 and will be hosting its 40th anni-
versary gala this year.

Downtown Business of the Year Award:
Elements Unleashed, a small retail bou-
tique that opened in 2012 and fully em-
braced the downtown Neenah Unequaled
brand.

Future Neenah Champion Award: Mike
and Kim Cannon, Future Neenah am-
bassadors and team players. Mike began
working with the organization in 2021
and brought in wife Kim with their cre-
ativity in the Spring Fling flower bed, Live
Mannequin Window Display and repre-
senting Future Neenah in the Communi-
tyfest Parade.

Orbis Corp. selects Kukuk as new president

Orbis Corp., a subsidiary of Mena-
sha Corp. and a global leader in reusable
packaging, has announced the upcoming
retirement of president Bill Ash and ap-
pointment of Norm Kukuk to succeed
him effective March 31.

Ash joined Orbis in 2003, was named
vice president of finance in 2004 and as-
sumed the role of president in 2009.

“It was a privilege to have served Orbis,”
Ash said. “I worked with incredible em-
ployees, customers and community mem-
bers, and am confident in ORBIS’ con-
tinued success and growth under Norm’s
leadership and vision.”

Kukuk started his career with Orbis in
1998 as an associate product manager. He

assumed the role of executive vice presi-
dent of sales in 2020 and in 2022 added
marketing and product management to
his responsibilities.

Composed of two companies — Mena-
sha Packaging Co. and Orbis — Menasha
Corp. products and services are used by
food, beverage, consumer products, in-
dustrial/automotive, health and beauty,
pharmaceutical, and electronics compa-
nies.

Established in 1849 and based in Neen-
ah, Menasha Corp. is one of America’s old-
est privately held, family-owned manufac-
turing companies. The company employs
more than 7,000 in 100 facilities in North
America and Europe.

Business news roundup

Plexus Corp. announced financial re-
sults last week for its fiscal first quarter
that ended Dec. 31 and guidance for its
second quarter ending April 1. First-quar-
ter 2023 revenue was $1.094 billion,
with GAAP diluted earnings per share
of $1.49. The company reporting add-
ing 29 manufacturing programs during
the quarter representing $158 million in
annualized revenue when in full produc-
tion. Plexus bought back $11.5 million
of its shares at an average price of $99.12
per share under its repurchase program,
leaving $35 million available under a $50
million authorization. Second-quarter
revenue guidance was set at $1.02 billion
to $1.07 billion.

Suneer Patel, who has spent more than
a quarter-century in area manufacturing,

has joined the board of directors of New
North Inc. He was advanced by New
North’s board development committee
and approved by the board. Patel is pres-
ident and CEO of FyterTech Nonwovens,
a manufacturer of technical nonwoven
fabrics and spill-control products based in
De Pere and operating globally.

The Neenah Police Department is hir-
ing community service aides, who work
about 15-20 hours a week with duties that
can include parking enforcement, animal
complaints, assisting officers and direct-
ing traffic. The program can serve as a step
toward employment as a law enforcement
officer. Go to governmentjobs.com/ca-
reers/neenahwi for more