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Weather keeps ice skating options limited for now
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Residents who want to go skating may 
be on thin ice with the unseasonably 
warm temperatures this year.  

In past years, the city of Neenah set 
up ice skating rinks in Washington Park, 
Green Park and Memorial Park. The city 
needs five to seven days of extremely cold 
weather, with no snow falling or blowing, 
to get all three ice rinks up. This year, the 
city has no rinks set up.

Since the city does not have under-
ground refrigeration coils, there needs 
to be 4 to 6 inches of frost in the ground 
before the city can put water down. It also 
doesn’t have a liner to fill with water and 
let it freeze.

The city added three loads of water 
on each rink in early December, but the 
above-freezing temperatures and rain after 
Christmas wiped out the city’s gains.

Washington Park’s annual Winter Festi-

val is planned for Jan. 14 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Mild temperatures will not allow for 
an ice skating rink and there likely won’t 
be snow on the sled hill. 

Superintendent of recreation Jim Kluge 
said the event will have planned outdoor 
winter activities and games for families. 
There will be s’mores, hot dogs, hot choc-
olate and giveaways, with the warming 
shelter as a staging area.

For residents who are set on gliding on 
ice this winter, The Plaza at Gateway Park 
Neenah has an ice rink that is 122 feet 
long by 59 feet wide – the same size as the 
Rockefeller Center ice rink in New York. 
Ice skating is offered from November 
through March.

The buildings at The Plaza include a 
warming house, skate rental, restrooms 
and equipment storage areas, including a 
garage with an ice resurfacer.Neenah News

The Plaza at Gateway Park provides the most reliable option for ice skaters at this point in the 
winter season. See Ice skating on Page 7
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Eagles back in form
The largest concentration of bald eagles are seen this month when open water is at a prime, especially in the Fox Valley area such 
as Neenah. See story about the growing eagle population on Page 3.

Bus shelter move gets followup review
Doty Island convenience 
options called lacking 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The possibility of a heated bus shelter in 
Neenah and a gas station on Doty Island 
near ThedaCare Regional Medical Cen-
ter were among the topics discussed at a 
Common Council meeting last week.

The downtown Neenah Transit Center 
used by bus riders was formerly situated 

on South Church Street and relocated in 
November to East Doty Avenue, adjacent 
to City Hall. 

The purpose of the relocation was to 
deal with traffic safety concerns. The new 
location was expected to generate fewer 
disturbances caused by special events. The 
city is observing and evaluating the site 
before committing to a permanent relo-
cation.

Although the Church Street bus shelter 
was heated, the new temporary location is 
not. Donald Bickham, of Neenah, ques-

tioned whether the city would be building 
a heated location.

“In the wintertime, especially around 
here, a heated shelter is much more de-
sirable than an aluminum bench, which 
tends to take the heat out of your body in 
a big hurry,” he said.

Public Works Director Gerry Kaiser 
said the city is still in discussions with 
East Central Regional Planning and Val-
ley Transit regarding the shelter. The two 

See Bus shelter on Page 5
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Neenah Readers, advertisers keep us engaged
Happy 2023! 
It is hard to believe how fast the last 11 

months have gone. The first anniversary 
for the Neenah News is next month and 
we have learned so much about the com-
munities we reported on this past year. 

During that time, we have shared local, 
relevant news and information with the 
people in the 54956 ZIP code. From 
Fox Crossing and the town of Clayton, 
from the city and town of Neenah, the 
Neenah News team has been there – from 
last year’s elections and installation of a 
new city mayor to the Neenah Rockets 
boys basketball team going to Madison 
to bring home the gold ball. We shared 
store openings, closings and features on 
wonderful local people. 

We had our growing pains with staff 
turnover on the advertising side, but 
this was expected. We experienced the 
same issues when launching the Oshkosh 
Herald in 2018. It can be challenging in 
bringing any new product to market, but 
when folks have been hearing “print is 
dead” for so long it takes a good product, 
and time, to gain traction. 

Our readers are very supportive of our 
advertisers (thank you!) and our Neenah 

Karen  
Schneider

Neenah News  
publisher

team has achieved consistency and solidi-
fied a foundation both on the content and 
advertising teams. 

We are now in a learning curve as we 
come upon our first renewal season. I’m 
sharing a few items on what I hope will 
make the renewal process the easiest for 
our subscribers. 

First, renewal notices will be arriving in 
the mail in the next week or so. You can 
renew online, by mail or over the phone 
at 920-486-1616.

The renewal process online is what I 
want to talk about and hopefully allevi-
ate some angst and frustration as we go 
through the process for the first time with 
our new software system. 

Most of you subscribed online and set 
up an account for the digital access but 
haven’t logged in since. If you choose to 
renew online and can’t recall your pass-

word, just click for a password reset and 
the system will walk you through it . 

If you mailed or phoned in to sub-
scribe, we can process your renewal by 
phone or mail. But remember, digital 
access comes with your subscription. 
We set most of the accounts up with the 
email provided for username and your 
mailing address as one word, all low-
ercase as your password. If this doesn’t 
work for you, try the password reset.

We converted to a new software pro-
gram before launching the Neenah News 
and it’s our first time working through 
some of the technology. We ask for your 
understanding and patience as we uncov-
er any glitches in the process. 

If you need assistance with our website, 
please call me directly at 920-858-6407 
or email subscribe@neenahnewsnow.
com. We will work through it together 
and, hopefully, after our first wave we will 
figure it all out.

And finally, as our first anniversary 
comes up – thank you for welcoming the 
Neenah News to the community. We will 
continue to bring you local, relevant news 
as your community newspaper. 

Community Band makes a Capitol performance
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Thirty-eight members of the Neenah 
Community Band (NCB) performed at 
the 2023 Wisconsin Gubernatorial Inau-
guration Jan. 3. 

Band director Jacob Martin said the 
governor’s office contacted NCB and 
asked the band to perform. 

“To be part of something that happens 
only once every four years and to be in-
cluded in something that is this special 
really is something that we could not pass 
up,” Martin said.

The band is made up of volunteers 
ages 16 to 89 and has between 70 and 80 
members. Its oldest member, Phil Abend-
schein, 96, who plays horn, retired after 
the band’s winter concert Dec. 18. He was 
the last performing charter member, start-
ing when the group was created in 1966. 

With a limited stage size at the Capitol, 
only 38 members traveled to Madison to 
perform. The band played three songs, 
which Martin selected with the acoustics 
of the Capitol building in mind. 

“All three of these pieces we played in 
the last year,” he said. “These were pieces 
that we really liked playing.” 

NCB was the only community band 
that played at the event. Other performers 
included the Milwaukee Children’s Choir, 
the Indian Community School and the 
Waukesha South High School Marching 
Band. 

Members of the Waukesha band were 
among those injured in 2021 when Dar-

rell Brooks drove his speeding vehicle 
through the city’s Christmas parade, kill-
ing six people and injuring more than 40. 

Martin said the band is not political. 
“That was something I really stressed 

with the band is that it doesn’t matter who 
is the governor, it’s the governor, and we 
get to play for that person and a celebra-
tion of democracy in our country, which 
is amazing,” he said. 

The band performs at a variety of com-
munity events, with its next concert at 

Neenah High School starting at 3 p.m. 
March 19. 

A recording of the inauguration, which 
includes the band’s performance, is avail-
able for viewing at pbswisconsin.org.

“I’m so excited to say as a Neenah Com-
munity Band member that we’re being 
recognized around the state as a perform-
ing group and we’ve done a lot of amazing 
performances,” Martin said. “This group 
has really shown that we are a community 
and we play quality music.”  

Community Band photo

Thirty-eight members of the Neenah Community Band performed at the recent Wisconsin Gubernatorial Inauguration in Madison. 

Community Band photo

Phil Abendschein, a 96-year-old horn player who retired from the Neenah Community Band 
in December, was the last performing charter member from when the group started in 1966. 
Abendschein is shown (center) being honored at the Dec. 18 winter concert by Parks and Rec-
reation director Michael Kading with Phil’s grandson Jason Abendschein standing behind him.
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Bald eagle activity more 
noticeable this time of year
By Rob Zimmer
News contributor

Middle to late January is typically peak 
bald eagle season here in Neenah. 

Beginning in early December and build-
ing in numbers throughout the winter sea-
son, the largest concentrations of eagles are 
seen from middle to late January. In a normal 
year, this is when open water is at a prime.

Despite warmer-than-normal tempera-
tures the next few weeks, eagle numbers 
should remain good in our area as large 
numbers of Canada geese and ducks are still 
present. Bald eagles pick off weak and in-
jured waterfowl as part of their diet.

This week, several bald eagles were seen 
sweeping and diving through the skies at 
many areas throughout Neenah. 

At Kimberly Point Park, multiple birds 
rested quietly in the bare willows and cot-
tonwoods along the shore. Another bald ea-
gle rested on the limestone breakwall at the 
marina near the swimming pool.

Downtown, multiple eagles circled high in 
the sky, in perfect view right from the cen-
ter of the city. This is what makes the area so 
special.

It wasn’t long ago that bald eagles were 
nearly extinct. Their numbers were decimat-
ed, in large part by pesticide use, especially 
in the 1960s and ’70s. Since then, numbers 

have rebounded steadily each decade. Last 
year, for the first time, bald eagles were re-
corded nesting in every one of Wisconsin’s 
72 counties.

We are fortunate in Neenah to host sever-
al bald eagle nests. Some of these eagle pairs 
remain all winter, while others leave their 
territories during the winter season to gather 
elsewhere.

The Fox Valley, as a whole, boasts large 
numbers of bald eagles throughout the win-
ter season. All along the Fox River –Osh-
kosh to Green Bay – hundreds of eagles may 
be seen on any given day during January. 

This is because in many areas the river 
does not freeze and large numbers of water-
fowl concentrate in open water areas. Eagles 
are also able to dive and feed upon fish, dead 
or alive. Bald eagles are scavengers and take 
advantage of any food source they come 
upon. 

Another excellent place to view bald ea-
gles is the Loop the Lake Trail and Fritse 
Park area. Bring binoculars and check the 
shoreline trees, the ice, as well as the skies for 
the magnificent birds on any given day this 
month. 

Eagles are most active early in the morn-
ing and toward evening when they are leav-
ing their nightly roost to seek out hunting 
perches and returning to the roost at night. 

Photo by Rob Zimmer

Bald eagles gather in a tree at Fritse Park earlier this week, just one of many locations in the 
area where they can be seen in numbers.

Annual Bird Count adds two Neenah locations
The annual Great Backyard Bird Count 

has two new locations this year – Kimber-
ly Point and Wilderness Park in Neenah 
– where participants Feb. 18 will search 
for birds, count species totals and report 
sightings to eBird. 

The activity starts at Kimberly Point 
(290 Lakeshore Ave.) at 9 a.m. to look for 
common goldeneye, mergansers and oth-

er waterfowl species. Then it shifts to Wil-
derness Park (940 S. Park Ave.) to search 
for finches, woodpeckers and other winter 
birds. 

The event is part of global Bird Count 
held Feb. 17-20 to help scientists better 
understand and protect birds around the 
world. Find more details at www.bird-
count.org.

Doty depiction
This painting by Chas. Beyer can be found in the Menasha Public Library and 
depicts the Doty Island Driving Park. The Doty Island Driving Park featured horse 
racing and was also a fairground, sporting event venue and a viewing grounds for 
yachting regattas on Lake Winnebago. Learn about this fascinating and largely 
unknown part of our local history by historian and presenter Jeff Heimerman at the 
Neenah Public Library at 7 p.m. Jan. 19.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

State-declared energy emergency 
eases limits on transportation

An energy emergency declared in the 
state will exempt carriers and drivers 
of commercial vehicles from hours-of-
service restrictions while obtaining and 
transporting residential heating fuel.

Gov. Tony Evers’ executive order will 
run through the first week of February and 
was attributed to continuing challenges 
caused by weeks of severe weather and the 
impact on distribution of residential heat-
ing fuel, including oil and propane. The 
order is intended to allow for more effi-
cient delivery of those products statewide.  

According to the Public Service Com-

mission’s Office of Energy Innovation, 
multiple suppliers report challenges such 
as long lines at terminals and having to 
drive farther to collect needed products.

“Over the past weeks, residents and indus-
try alike have had to deal with the challenges 
of severe winter weather and its impact on 
everyday necessities. The health, welfare, and 
safety of our neighbors depend on access to 
fuel for home heating,” Evers said. “Getting 
residential heating fuel like propane and 
heating oil moving now to those who need 
it will help our neighbors remain safe as we 
enter the next few months of winter.” 

Cancer support group meeting features speaker
Us TOO Fox Cities, part of a national 

prostate cancer education and support ef-
fort, will hold its monthly session at 6 p.m. 
Jan. 17 at Neenah’s Fire Station 31 at 1080 
Breezewood Lane.

Nurse practitioner Julia Stoffel will speak 
on how palliative care can help at many 

stages of prostate cancer treatments. The 
Feb. 23 meeting will feature Little Chute 
pharmacy owner Nic Smith, who will pro-
vide information on prescriptions, vita-
mins, supplements and CBD products. 

Call 920-722-0774 for more informa-
tion.
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Radon testing receives extra priority this month
Neenah News

During this National Radon Action 
Month, the state Department of Health 
Services (DHS) is encouraging residents 
and business owners to test homes and 
buildings for the dangerous gas. 

Exposure to radon is the second-leading 
cause of lung cancer nationally, and easy-
to-use tests are widely available.

The Winnebago County Health De-
partment is offering radon test kits at half 

price, or $5, during the month. They are 
available during weekday hours at the 211 
N. Commercial St. office in Neenah.

“Radon is an environmental health is-
sue in our state. Approximately one in 10 
homes have elevated radon levels across 
Wisconsin,” state health officer Paula Tran 
said. “Reducing radon exposure and ra-
don-induced lung cancer in Wisconsin de-
pends on encouraging and supporting all 
Wisconsinites, including property owners 

and tenants, to be proactive about testing 
for radon.”

Radon, an odorless, radioactive gas nat-
urally present in the ground, enters build-
ings through foundations. Radon causes 
more lung cancer among non-smokers 
than secondhand tobacco smoke. 

An estimated 21,000 lung cancer deaths 
per year among non-smokers are caused 
by radon, according to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency and Surgeon 
General, and about 962 of these deaths 
are in Wisconsin. 

“Reduced-cost test kits are available 
through Radon Information Centers 
(RIC) in Wisconsin and test kit promo-
tions are happening throughout January,” 
said DHS state radon program manager 
Jessica Maloney.

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency recommends that when a test 
result is at 4 picocuries per liter (pCi/L) 
or higher, a mitigation system should be 
installed to prevent the gas from entering 

the residence. 
The Wisconsin Interactive Radon 

Map, which uses multiple testing sourc-
es, shows that 1,054 out of 1,948 tests in 
Neenah’s 54956 ZIP code, or 54.1%, were 
at or above the 4pCi/L level.

Residents can visit lowradon.org to find 
contact information for the East Central Ra-
don Information Center serving Winneba-
go County or speak with local public health 
department radon experts by calling 1-888 
LOW-RADON to discuss available options. 
Test kits are available from hardware stores 
and local public health agencies. 

There are more than 100 radon miti-
gation contractors in Wisconsin that are 
nationally certified to install radon mitiga-
tion systems. 

Effective March 1, all licensed family 
child care and group child care centers in 
Wisconsin will be required to test for ra-
don and mitigate if levels are at or above 4 
pCi/L. It is not required for licensed day 
camps.

Southpark Center looks to add tenants
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The city is continuing to market sites in 
the Southpark Industrial Center for man-
ufacturing, service, office or research. 

Located at the Interstate 41 and Bell 
Street interchange in Neenah, Southpark 
is a 300-acre planned and controlled de-
velopment park that is home to more than 
75 businesses.

The custom designed sites are between 
one acre and 15 acres in size with munic-
ipal water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, 
concrete streets, underground utility ser-
vices, and high-pressure natural gas.

Southpark is considered a prime loca-
tion for manufacturing, with transpor-
tation connections that include federal 
highways, two regional jet service airports, 
more than 45 common carriers and a rail 
system with freight car pooling.

One of the properties within Southpark 
is the former site of Loren’s Auto Recy-
cling at 2405 Schultz Drive. The city pur-
chased the 9.5-acre site in 2018 and gave 
former owner Loren Rangeloff until 2020 
to remove the remaining vehicles.

The city has been cleaning up the site, 
which included the removal of salvage 
material, structures and fencing. All the 
structures were demolished last fall and 
the site was cleared of salvage material.

Director of Community Development 
Chris Haese said employees will contin-
ue to remove incidental material from the 
site once the weather improves. It also will 
be graded. 

The city identified potential environ-
mental risks at the former auto salvage 
yard, such as contamination from dete-
riorating junk vehicles, a rail line on the 
western edge of the property and unchar-
acterized fill material. Haese said the city 
has reviewed remediation options but the 
city is in a hold pattern for now.  

The former Loren’s site is listed for sale 
but there have been no offers to purchase. 
Haese said the city continues to market 
the site and other available parcels within 
Southpark for sale. 

“There has been interest expressed in 
some sites but no formal offers or agree-
ments have been presented at this point,” 
he said.

Neenah High School student selected  
to participate in Senate Youth Program

Neenah High School senior Parker De 
Deker has been chosen as a Wisconsin 
delegate to the U.S. Senate Youth Pro-
gram March 4-11 in Washington, D.C.

The program, which began in 1962, 
selects two of the highest-achieving stu-
dents from each state 
to meet and learn 
from the highest level 
elected and appoint-
ed officials in Wash-
ington. The delegates 
attend briefings and 
meetings with sen-
ators, the president, 
a justice of the Su-
preme Court, Cabinet 
members, federal agency leaders and 
senior members of the national media. 
At least 17 military officers, represent-
ing each of the military services and the 
Coast Guard, serve as mentors for the 
students during the week.

The students also receive a $10,000 
undergraduate college scholarship. The 
event has been funded by the Hearst 
Foundation since its inception. Selec-
tions are made through a competitive 
merit-based selection process held at 
the state departments of education na-
tionwide. This year’s other Wisconsin 
delegate is Harjasan Singh of Oak Creek 
High School.

De Deker is the reigning national 
champion in congressional debate and 
has participated in national competi-
tions. He is a four-year student repre-
sentative to the Board of Education and 
participates in orchestra and choir. De 
Deker is president of the high school’s 
student government and Key Club, 
while also serving as a leadership chair 
for the Wisconsin chapter of the Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society. He has 
already completed an undergraduate 
degree in international studies from the 
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.

De Deker is the third Neenah High 
School student to be selected as a dele-
gate in the 61-year history of the event, 
joining Jill Wuethrich in 1986 and 
Charles Kidd in 1988.

The U.S. Senate Youth Program pro-
vides a yearly opportunity for selected 
students to gain an in-depth view of the 
Senate and the federal government over-
all as well as a deeper understanding of 
the interrelationship of the legislative, 
judicial and executive branches. 

Students must hold or have held stu-
dent body office or another elected or 
appointed position in their commu-
nities and show academic interest and 
aptitude in government, history and 
politics.

De DekerAssisi Homes

of Neenah
Independent Living

Community
• Affordable housing
for Seniors Age 62+

• One bedroom apartments
include heat and water

• Many activities and wellness
programs offered

• Income restrictions apply

• Smoke free facility

Phone: 920-729-1771
Fax: 920-729-1797
TTY: 800-924-1973

210 Byrd Avenue, Neenah

Professionally Managed by Mercy Housing
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Fox Valley mayors endorse 
Amtrak passenger rail study
Neenah News

City leaders throughout the Fox Valley 
expressed their unanimous interest in get-
ting on board with a federal initiative to 
establish passenger rail service in the area 
that would connect to Amtrak’s line from 
Milwaukee to Chicago.

The letter of interest signed by six may-
ors and a city manager to the Federal Rail-
road Administration (FRA) endorses be-
ing part of a national study that includes 
looking at linking up with Amtrak’s Hi-
awatha Line with stops in Green Bay, Osh-
kosh and Fond du Lac. 

The proposal is the preliminary stage of 
an FRA initiative to identify potential rail 
service corridor expansions nationally, 
part of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
(BIL) signed Nov. 15, 2021. The law di-
rected the U.S. secretary of transportation 
to establish a Corridor Identification and 
Development Program for intercity pas-
senger rail corridors.

“A Green Bay – Milwaukee – Chicago 
Amtrak service would create new connec-
tions between major metropolitan cities, 
medium-sized cities, and colleges and 
universities,” the signed letter states. “Stu-
dents, their families, faculty, and staff will 
be able to take advantage of frequent Am-
trak service to avoid traffic between desti-
nations and to enjoy greater productivity 
or relaxation while they travel.”

The letter was signed by Neenah May-
or Jane Lang along with mayors of Green 
Bay, Oshkosh, Menasha, Appleton and 
Kaukauna, and Fond du Lac’s city man-
ager. While the initial service proposal 
doesn’t include a Neenah stop it would 
create a closer connection to the Amtrak 
system with an Oshkosh depot.

Communities found to be best suited 
for passenger rail expansion would be as-

sisted by the FRA to develop an operation 
plan for consideration. Study selection cri-
teria include ridership, trip times, overall 
public benefits, access for rural and under-
served areas, projected costs and revenue, 
and support from operators and existing 
railroads. 

Proposals are due by March 20.
Amtrak, created as the National Rail-

road Passenger Corp. in 1970 in response 
to private freight railroads losing too much 
money on their passenger services, took 
over most intercity passenger service in 
the U.S. in 1971. The Chicago and North 
Western (CNW) Transportation Co. 
joined Amtrak at that time but chose not 
run an Amtrak service while continuing 
its remaining passenger trains until 1975 
under the agreement. 

CNW’s early 1971 passenger sched-
ule was two round trips daily (Green 
Bay-Oshkosh-Milwaukee-Chicago). One 
included through coaches to Ashland via 
Shawano, Antigo, Rhinelander and Iron-
wood around the Christmas holidays and 
during summer months. There also was a 
Sunday-only Chicago-Milwaukee-Green 
Bay-Menominee round trip via Sheboy-
gan and Manitowoc.

“Every reason that somebody would be 
driving on I-43 or I-41 or I-94 is a reason 
they could be riding an Amtrak train. It 
could be to visit family and friends it could 
be to do business,” Amtrak spokesman 
Marc Magliari told WFRV-TV in Green 
Bay.

The program is part of the Biden admin-
istration’s effort to improve the nation’s 
rail networks and “reverse decades of 
under-investment” in rail infrastructure, 
FRA officials said in a press release.

Orthopedic & Sports Medicine Spe-
cialists, a doctor-owned orthopedic, sports 
medicine, rheumatology and pain manage-
ment practice, has added two board-certi-
fied orthopedic surgeons to its team. Both 
doctors will see patients at the OSMS Fox 
Valley clinic in Neenah and at Mercy Med-
ical Center in Oshkosh. Dr. Bryan Royce 
completed his medical residency at Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Madison. He performs 
hip, knee, and shoulder replacements for 
arthritic conditions as well as arthroscopic 
interventions for sport and work-related in-
juries. Dr. Luke Fraundorf completed his 
residency at the University of Wisconsin in 

Madison and his expertise includes knee, 
hip, shoulder and hand procedures.

Jewelers Mutual Group president and 
chief executive Scott Murphy was recently 
named by BizTimes Media as one of Wis-
consin’s most influential business leaders in 
2022. Murphy came to the Neenah-based 
company in 2015 and under his leadership 
transitioned to a mutual holding company in 
2020. That year the company also acquired 
Wexler Insurance Agency, followed by the 
purchase of jewelry e-commerce site Gem + 
Jewel in 2021. It became the “official jewelry 
insurance” of the Milwaukee Bucks in 2021.

Business news roundup

entities are completing a full-scale route 
analysis study, with the results expected in 
the spring.

“Part of their scope is to look at the 
best location for the conjunction of the 
route in downtown Neenah,” Kaiser said. 
“We’re looking for that study to get done 
and then we’ll be able to present the coun-
cil with those results and what they tell us 
as far as the best location for a shelter.”

Amenities for those visiting loved ones 
at ThedaCare Regional Medical Center 
was another area of discussion. Council 
member Tami Erickson asked for a fol-
low-up to a previous council directive to 
explore the possibility of a convenience 
gas station on Doty Island.

“The reason being, I was at the hospital 

before Christmas and there is absolutely 
no way to get a cup of coffee – any type of 
food item – at the hospital,” she said.

Erickson said the emergency room 
check-in process is lengthy, about four or 
five hours, and the hospital cafeteria clos-
es early.

“People come in from outside the area 
or they’re (here) unexpectedly (and) 
there is absolutely no way that they can 
get any type of food or any type of bever-
ages,” she said. “I think we need to explore 
this with the number of employees we 
have there and the upcoming emergency 
room update.”

Erickson requested the council set a 
deadline to adopt the council directive. 
Mayor Jane Lang said she will set a date and 
report back at the next council meeting. 

“I think it’s a great thing if we can look 
at what we can serve our visitors and resi-
dents on the island,” Erickson said.

Neenah News

The new temporary transit center shelter is on East Doty Avenue near City Hall.

Bus shelter
from Page 1
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use marijuana cases.
Sparr said that testing laboratories have 

a difficult time differentiating between 
the different strains of 
THC, which include 
Delta-8, Delta-9 and 
Delta-10. Delta-8 and 
10 are legal in Wis-
consin, while Delta 9 
remains illegal in Wis-
consin and federally. 

“There were chal-
lenges for law enforce-
ment, too,” he said. 

“They’re on the street trying to, at the 
scene of a traffic stop for example, decide 
whether something’s legal or illegal. It 
looks the same, it smells the same, even 
scientists aren’t often able to tell the differ-
ence; so how are they supposed to tell the 
difference?”

He said it isn’t worth it to pursue person-
al use possession cases, adding that those 
cases can still be issued a citation. His office 
will still prosecute people who are selling.

Another concern is the possibility of 
marijuana being adulterated, such as with 
fentanyl. Sparr said that’s seen frequently 
with methamphetamine and heroin, but 
Winnebago County hasn’t seen that issue 
with marijuana. 

Committee member Tom Snider, chair-
man of the Veterans Service Commission, 

wasn’t in attendance at the meeting. He 
submitted a letter in favor of the canna-
bis referendum, stating that while he was 
in the Navy in the late 1960s he “smoked 
enough grass to keep the Wisconsin deer 
herd healthy all winter.”

Snider said that about 18 veterans com-
mit suicide every day and one of the rea-
sons is chronic pain. 

“Cannabis could help,” he said.
In September, Gov. Tony Evers an-

nounced he would include marijuana 
legalization and decriminalization in the 
upcoming 2023 state budget. Some super-
visors have said they believe the advisory 
referendum is a political move. 

Legislative Committee Chair Chuck 
Farrey said the resolution is not question-
ing what the committee members person-
ally think about marijuana. 

“The question before the body is should 
we recommend that the residents of this 
county, our constituents, be given the op-
tion to vote on this,” he said.

The Legislative Committee voted 
against supporting the advisory referen-
dum. Later that day, the Judiciary Com-
mittee also voted against it. The next 
county board meeting is Tuesday and the 
cannabis advisory referendum is not on 
the agenda, indicating the measure won’t 
be on the ballot at the April election.
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Cannabis legalization support won’t gain ballot vote
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A resolution that would have allowed 
Winnebago County residents to weigh 
in on the legalization of marijuana at the 
April 4 spring election failed to pass the 
Judiciary & Public Safety and Legislative 
Committees this week.

The advisory referendum question 
would ask residents whether cannabis 
should be legal for recreational use, legal 
for medical use, remain criminally illegal 
or none of the above. 

The measure was voted down by the 
County Board of Supervisors at its De-
cember meeting and sent back to the two 

committees. In order to be on the ballot, 
the referendum request needed to pass 
both committees and the county board by 
the Jan. 25 deadline.

While many of the comments about the 
referendum at the county board meeting 
were negative, several supervisors and 
members of the public spoke in support of 
the measure at the Legislative Committee 
meeting Monday.

District Attorney Eric Sparr said he 
doesn’t take a stance on the measure one 
way or another. He updated the Legisla-
tive Committee on a memo the DA’s office 
issued in 2022 stating that the county has 
ceased criminal prosecution of personal 

Sparr

Charges pending in death of local man
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Police have arrested a man in connec-
tion with the November homicide of a 
Fox Crossing man whose body was found 
in an Appleton home. 

Eric Rogers, 53, of 
Appleton, is facing 
charges for the death 
of Erik Hudson, 31, of 
Fox Crossing, who was 
found dead Nov. 15 in 
a West Summer Street 
home. An autopsy was 
conducted by the Mil-
waukee County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office the next day.

Two days after Hudson’s body was 
found, Appleton police said the death was 
being investigated as a homicide. Police 
declined to reveal the cause but said the 
investigation suggested it was not a ran-
dom crime. 

Court records show Rogers lives at the 
address where Hudson was found. Starting 
in October 2021, Rogers was repeatedly 
charged with disorderly conduct, domestic 
abuse, bail jumping and violating a domes-
tic abuse order. One week before Hudson 
was killed, Rogers was charged with posses-
sion of cocaine and drug paraphernalia. 

Police referred Rogers for charges of 
first-degree intentional homicide, robbery 
and operating a vehicle without the own-
er’s consent. 

According to the criminal complaint, 
the location was a known drug house. 
Rogers reportedly drove the victim’s car 
to Green Bay after the killing. He went to 
Oneida Casino, did drugs and stayed in a 
motel. He was arrested at St. John’s Shelter 
on Nov. 20.

Rogers was charged with first-degree 
intentional homicide, robbery, and oper-
ating a motor vehicle without the owner’s 
consent.

Rogers

Fox Cities SCORE is seeking an ex-
perienced working or retired restaurant 
management professional to be a business 
mentor to small business owners in the 
Fox Valley. Mentor training is provided. 
Time commitment is 10 hours per month. 
Contact Keith at keith.keller@scorevol-
unteer.org or visit www.foxcities.score.
org/volunteer.

Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) are needed to build relationships 
with children, identify their needs and 
give them a voice in a process that can oth-
erwise feel lonely. Learn more at casafc.
org or call Leah at 920-257-4733, ext. 107.

ThedaCare Regional Medical Cen-
ter-Neenah is looking for volunteers for 
the Information Desk escort role. Volun-
teers need to be able to push individuals 
in wheelchairs. Other volunteer roles are 

available. For more information, contact 
Brooke at brooke.techlin@thedacare.org 
or 920-729-2207.

St. Vincent de Paul Neenah/Mena-
sha is seeking friendly cashier volunteers, 
at least age 18, with some experience, to 
volunteer in four-hour shifts. Staff mem-
bers are available for backup and training 
is provided. Contact Toni at volunteerco-
ordinator@svdpneenah.com or 920-727-
1766, ext. 3.

Rebuilding Together Fox Valley is 
seeking volunteers who would like to use 
their skills to revitalize communities by 
performing housing repairs. Training is 
provided to all skill sets. If interested in 
teaming up with us to make a difference 
in the community, contact Rebuilding To-
gether at 920-730-2156 or contact@rtfv.
org.

Volunteer needs

Warm Your Heart returning to downtown
Downtown Neenah hosts the ninth annu-

al Warm Your Heart event from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Feb. 11 with businesses offering sam-
ples of warm foods, beverages and snacks to 
attendees exploring the downtown area.

Participants are encouraged to warm 
their soul as well by bringing a donation 
of canned meats and canned stews or 
hygiene and paper products for Double 
Portion. Donors will receive a voucher for 
additional specials or discounts at down-

town businesses that day. Double Portion 
provides lunchtime meals for those in 
need and a pantry full of food staples and 
personal care items. 

The event has sold out the last few years 
and space is limited to 300. Registration 
is available by contacting Future Neenah 
at 920-722-1920 or visiting neenah.org. 
The cost is $23 and includes a Sunset Hill 
Stoneware mug that will serve as a ticket to 
take to participating businesses and fill up. 
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Gems of nature
The R. Harder Gallery of Gems and Minerals, founded by Jewelers Mutual at its Neenah headquarters to celebrate nature’s work, 
houses one of the nation’s largest private collections of minerals and gemstones in their natural form and is open to the public during 
regular business hours. Jewelers Mutual has been collecting mineral and gemstone specimens for display since 1994. 

Globe Coffee operates year-round at 
The Plaza. The rink features outdoor fire 
pits to snuggle around with some hot co-
coa after skating.

During the warmer months, the rink 
surface is used for pickleball, concerts, art 
fairs, movies and exercise classes. 

The cost for ice skating is $8 per person 
for adults and $5 for children. Skate rent-
als cost $5. The Plaza also offers a family 
skating package for four for $35, which in-
cludes skate rental.

Last month, Best Life website ranked 
The Plaza rink as one of the most charm-
ing ice skating rinks in the United States. 

“The Neenah Plaza Rink in the heart of 
downtown Neenah, Wisconsin, is just as 
gorgeous as the Rockefeller rink without 
the extra crowds of people,” Best Life as-
sociate editor Lauren Jarvis-Gibson wrote.

Ice skating
from Page 1

 

Friday, Jan. 13
Library After Dark, 6:30 p.m., Neen-

ah Public Library

Saturday, Jan. 14
Washington Park Winter Festival, 11 

a.m., Washington Park, Neenah

Sunday, Jan. 15
Retro Video Game Competition, 1 

p.m., Neenah Public Library

Monday, Jan. 16
Red Cross blood drive, 1 p.m., Glo-

ria Dei Lutheran Church, 1140 Tullar 
Road

Thursday, Jan. 19
Hidden History of Doty Island – the 

Driving Park, 7 p.m., Neenah Public 
Library

Meditation session with Zen Riv-
er Sangha, 6 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass

Friday, Jan. 20
King’s Conquest in concert, 6:30 

p.m., Word Fellowship, 1020 Tullar 
Road

Thursday, Jan. 26
Meditation session with Zen Riv-

er Sangha, 6 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass

Friday, Jan. 27
Uncorked & Uncapped, 7 p.m., 

Bridgewood Best Western Premier 

Calendar 
of events

Bariatric program earns national accreditation
ThedaCare Regional Medical Center’s 

Neenah bariatric program, in partnership 
with Surgical Associates of Neenah, has 
been recognized as a nationally reaccred-
ited program for patient safety and quality. 

The reaccreditation is issued by the Met-
abolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation 
and Quality Improvement Program (MB-
SAQIP), a joint program of the American 
College of Surgeons (ACS) and American 
Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Sur-
gery (ASMBS). The standards ensure that 
metabolic and bariatric patients receive 
multidisciplinary medical care. 

MBSAQIP-accredited centers offer pre-
operative and postoperative care designed 
for patients with obesity.

“Our bariatric team, which is com-
prised of surgeons, nurses, dieticians, ex-
ercise specialists and behavioral health 
professionals, supports each person in all 
aspects of their journey – both physical-
ly and mentally,” said Dr. Kevin Wasco, 
co-medical director of Bariatric Surgery 
Center. “The comprehensive care can sup-
port positive outcomes for patients.” 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) estimates about 93 
million adults in the United States are 
affected by obesity and that number con-
tinues to increase. The disease of obesi-
ty increases the risks of morbidity and 
mortality because of the related diseases 
and conditions associated with it – type 
II diabetes, hypertension, cardiovascular 
disease and cancer, among other health 

risks. Metabolic and bariatric surgery have 
been used to help treat conditions related 
to obesity.

The program met criteria for staffing, 
training, facility infrastructure and care 
pathways, ensuring its ability to support 
patients. The center also participates in 
a national data registry that yields semi-
annual reports on surgical outcomes and 
identifies opportunities for improvement. 

“After applying for MBSAQIP accred-
itation, centers undergo an extensive site 
visit by an experienced bariatric surgeon 
who reviews the center’s structure, pro-
cesses, and clinical outcomes data,” Wasco 
said. “Centers that earn accreditation are 
awarded a specific designation level, de-
pending on how many people are served 
each year, critical care capabilities, the 
types of procedures provided, and other 
measures.” 

ThedaCare is one of 12 comprehensive 
bariatric surgery centers in Wisconsin, 
and has been an accredited center with the 
ACS since 2006. The program coordinates 
care in all parts of weight loss, including 
nutrition, fitness and other lifestyle rou-
tines.

ThedaCare services during bariatric 
weight loss surgery include a team-based 
approach, care coordination, exercise and 
nutrition counseling, and emotional sup-
port.

Since 2020, weight-loss surgery at The-
daCare has transitioned to fully robot-
ic-assisted, which has the potential for less 

pain for the patient. The advanced tech-
nology can also help recovery for patients 
and potentially reduce the length of stay.

ThedaCare is also a national observa-
tion site for robotic bariatric surgery, one 
of 31 in the country. While most obser-
vation sites only train in general surgery, 
ThedaCare trains in general surgery and 
bariatrics. 

“It’s truly a learning destination where 
surgeons from around the country come 
to learn from some of the best surgeons,” 
Wasco said. 
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Rockets haunt Ghosts in FVA showdown
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

A hot-shooting Neenah girls basketball 
team overwhelmed Kaukauna in the sec-
ond half on Tuesday night, pulling away 
for a 69-41 win in a match-up of teams 
ranked in the top five in the state. 

The fourth-ranked Rockets had three 
players in double figures and used a 33-
16 run in the second half to grab control 
of the game, with the win keeping Neen-
ah tied atop the standings in the Fox Val-
ley Association. 

“We knew this was going to be a huge 
game for us, and that was our focus at 
practice the last few days,” said head 
coach Andy Braunell, whose team im-
proved to 8-1 in league play and is tied 
with Hortonville for first place. “That 
team is extremely athletic and very fast in 
transition which was a point of emphasis. 
I am very happy with how we played and 
executed on both ends of the court.”

It was the Rockets’ third straight win 
since their lone loss of the season.

“This was a really great win for us,” se-
nior guard Sammie Buss said. “The en-
tire team played as a unit tonight and we 
worked hard all game long. I think that is 
what helped us win this game.”

Allie Ziebell led Neenah with 15 points, 
followed by Ava Kok with 14 points. Buss 
added 13 points in the win as the Rockets 
had three players in double figures for the 
first time in their last four games.

“I think as a group, we really play well 
off of each other and that gets us going 
as a group,” she said. “It doesn’t matter 
who scores for us or when they score. We 
know that we have plenty of players ca-
pable of making shots and all it takes is 
for some of those shots to go in to get us 
going.”

One of the keys for the Rockets was 
some sharp shooting from behind the 
3-point line.

The Rockets knocked down 13-of-24 
from behind the arc with six different 
players making at least one trey in the 
game. Kok led the way with four, while 
Ziebell and Buss each had three.

The Rockets also outrebounded the 
Ghosts 28-17 in the game, led by Au-
tumn Schabo’s eight caroms.

Neenah held a 25-19 lead after a hard-
fought first half and stretched the advan-
tage to eight early in the second half be-
fore a basket from Kok ignited a 9-2 run 
for the Rockets that pushed the lead to 
double figures at 43-28. 

The Rockets never relinquished con-
trol of the game the rest of the way, sti-
fling the potent Ghosts – who came into 
the game ranked fifth in the state.

“Our biggest adjustment defensively 
was basically getting our bottom three 
girls to crash inside with the top two girls 
taking care of the perimeter,” Braunell 
said. “It doesn’t matter who you are sup-
posed to guard at certain times. As long 
as everyone is working together like we 
were defensively tonight we can be an 

By Jim Nobbe
Payne’s Point Hook and Spear Fishing Club

As of Monday, I have been finding that 
we still have 8 to 10 inches of ice on average 
throughout the northern part of the lake. I 
will say though, that I did find a spot with 
6 inches right next to shore by the club-
house, which did not totally surprise me 

due to the recent 
rain and warm 
weather that has 
caused runoff by 
shore and the real 
shallow areas right 
by shore. 

I would use 
extreme caution 
around the islands 

and reefs right now because I am sure the 
ice will be very unstable around them in the 
shallower waters. I talked to Don Herman 
from Otter Street Fishing Club in Oshkosh 
and he has found an average of 7 to 9 inches 
of ice out from Merritt Street in Oshkosh. 

At this time I would only travel by foot, 
ATV, snowmobile or small UTV. I will do 
my best to keep everyone updated with 
any changing conditions on the Payne’s 
Point Hook and Spear Fishing Club’s web-
site and Facebook page. 

Remember, the ice is never 100% safe 
and if you are questioning the safety of it, 
check the ice depth yourself or do not go 
on it.

Photo by Dustin Riese

Neenah’s Sammie Buss drives to the basket against a Kaukauna defender during Tuesday 
night’s FVA tussle in Kaukauna. Buss was one of three Rockets to finish in double figures with 
13 points.

Photo by Dustin Riese

Ava Kok dribbles away from a Kaukauna 
defender Tuesday.
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Ice report

elite defensive team.”
The Ghosts, defensively, were able to 

limit Ziebell’s point production as the 
UConn recruit was held to less than half 
of her per game scoring average. 

Yet, the junior standout does more 
than just score and her rebounding and 
playmaking ability – which was backed 
by a team effort that saw 10 players get 
into the scoring column – helped lead the 
Rockets to the win. 

“One of the things that stood out to-
night was that we didn’t turn the ball 
over that much,” Braunell said. “When 
Ziebell has the ball in her hands, whether 
she is scoring or not, she is going to make 
sure our offense is set up and ready to go. 
If teams want to sell out to stop her, we 
have plenty of other options on this team 
which we showed tonight.”

Neenah is scheduled to host Fond du 
Lac tonight as four of the team’s next five 
games will be at Ron Einerson Field-
house. The Rockets will welcome in 
Marshfield in a nonconference game for 
next Tuesday before returning to FVA 
play on Friday at Appleton East.
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Foucault dives into successful Neenah tradition
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

On his second trip to dive at the WIAA 
state meet last year, Ryan Foucault was 
disappointed in his finish but took away a 
valuable lesson from the experience.

Attitude is everything.
“I was so worried about how I was do-

ing. Every single dive, I was like this is go-
ing to go terribly and at the end I scored 
like 50 points less than I should have. I re-
alized something had to change,” said Fou-
cault, who ended up finishing 15th at the 
state meet. “So, the entire summer leading 
up to the season, after every dive I’m going 
to forget what happened and move on to 
the next one.”

The approach has certainly worked. 
Foucault is again diving at a high level 

for Neenah High School. He is undefeat-
ed in Fox Valley Association dual meets 
and is on pace for another trip to the state 
meet later this winter. 

“My first meet of the year, I had a bad 
dive and got bad scores, but it didn’t both-
er me. I was like, ‘I’ll get the points back on 
the next one,’” Foucault said. “The season 
is going great right now. Overall, the team 
is doing great and the dive team is doing 
great. We are all just learning and trying to 
get ready for our harder competitions.” 

Diving is almost a separate sport from 
swimming even though both swimmers 
and divers are part of the same team and 
can score the same points in a given meet. 

Divers usually are working on their dives 
during a practice, while swimmers spend 
their time swimming laps or working on 
turns and starts. At the bigger meets, div-
ers will often dive the day before the full 
roster of swimming events takes place. 

Foucault said in past years, he would 
attend the swimming portion of a large 
invitational or bigger meet to support the 
team and this year he has taken it a step 
further. 

“This year I asked to start swimming 
in dual meets so I could bridge the two 
because we don’t really talk to the swim-
mers,” Foucault said. “We are right next to 
each other but we are in our own worlds 
doing different things. I wanted to get into 
position to be a captain so I could link the 
team more.” 

Foucault is relatively new to the sport 
of diving, compared to many of those he 
competes against. 

He didn’t take up the sport until the 
summer of his freshman year in high 
school when he took part in a summer 
diving program taught by a former coach. 
And without a gymnastics background 
– he said he did have a trampoline in his 
yard growing up – didn’t have a natural 

link to diving skills. 
But with hard work and some tough les-

sons, Foucault learned the sport quickly. 
“Most people I’ve talked to will say that 

they have been doing this since they were 
six years old or something and then I say, I 
have been doing this since I was 14,” Fou-
cault said. “I’ll be honest, I did not like 
it all. Learning the dives was immensely 
tough.”

Foucault said he often physically felt the 
dives he did incorrectly and then had to be 
mentally strong enough to get back on the 
board and try it again. 

“I remember learning the front 1 ½, I 
would go front flip and then smack (hit 
the water). And front flip and then smack. 
And over and over again,” Foucault said. 
“The first thing my coach told me at prac-
tice is that you have to have a mind for this. 

If you belly flop on a dive, you do not want 
to step up on that board and that’s basical-
ly the learning experience of every dive.”

But nothing matches the feeling when 
the hurdle of a new and more difficult dive 
is overcome. 

“You are just happy when you do it. Your 
heart is pumping and it feels great when 
you achieve something,” Foucault said. 
“It’s awesome. Before it, you are thinking 
a million different things and there are a 
million different outcomes and when you 
do it and you dive into the water you come 
out just cheering and smacking the water 
and stuff.”

Foucault said he has about 35-40 dives 
in his overall repertoire that he can use 
in competition. The trick is trimming 
it down to 11 for the larger meets and 
WIAA postseason competition – with five 
dives being required. 

The more difficult the dive, the more 
points it is worth and that allows Foucault 
to get creative with what he chooses to do. 

“The optional dives are where you can 
go crazy,” Foucault said. “Now is the phase 
where we are starting to learn harder dives. 
As we go toward conference, we start 
fine-tuning our list to make sure we do ev-
erything good, everything right when the 
time comes.”

There is one dive he has yet to perform 
in a competition, but remains on his mind 
as a possibility. 

“I’ve actually talked to my teammate 
about if I am winning by a lot, I’m just 
going to cannonball it on the last dive,” 
Foucault said with a smile. “I don’t think I 
could do that, though.”

Foucault is focused on finishing his se-
nior year in strong fashion but already he 
knows that the end of the season won’t be 
the end of his competitive diving. 

Despite being so new to the sport, 
Foucault earned a partial scholarship to 
Northern Michigan University and will 
continue his career there next year. He 
made the commitment over the summer 
after seeing the school and meeting the 
other divers. 

“Diving for only 3 1/2 years and being 
college committed is weird because peo-
ple do this their entire lives and may not 
reach that. And for me to just jump in 
there and be at that level is astonishing,” 
Foucault said. “Five years ago, I didn’t 
know it was a high school sport. If you 
would have told me before freshman year 
that I would be going to college (to dive) I 
would have never believed you.”

Neenah News

Senior Ryan Foucault is a two-time state qualifier in diving and looks to make a third trip to 
the state meet this season.

Senior Spotlight
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PLUMBING

• Residential • Industrial
•Commercial • M.P. #255145

• Licensed and Insured

Not only service,
We provide solutions!

E-RECYCLING

Destroying Your Past to
Protect Your Future

Certified Electronics Recycling
& Data Destruction
Drop-off Service for Residents
Pickup Services for Businesses

(920)232-7373
www.sadoffecycle.com
36 E. 10th Ave Oshkosh

CARPET CLEANING

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY
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DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

 Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your 
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.  

TROPHY

TROPHIES * AWARDS * RIBBONS

ENGRAVABLE GIFTS * MEDALS

Neenah - Menasha’s
Complete Awards Center

E-Mail Allsporttrophy@aol.com • Website allsporttrophy.com

All-Sport Trophy & Engraving
856 S Commercial Street, Neenah,WI. 54956

(920)722-0146

CARPET CLEANING
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

JD Williams, REALTOR®

(920) 252-3633 Cell

920-230-8880 Ofice

814 Knapp St · Oshkosh

HELPING EMPTYNESTERS

FINDANEWNEST

www.sellwithjd.com

REAL ESTATE
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Prep sports roundup
GIRLS BASKETBALL

First half keys Zephyrs’ 
seventh straight win

St. Mary Catholic built a 41-11 halftime 
lead and cruised in the second half to a 69-
24 win over Sheboygan Christian in a Big 
East girls basketball game Tuesday. 

Audrey Norville led a balanced attack in 
the win, finishing with 15 points and sev-
en rebounds. Sienna Anderson and Nolie 
Anderson each reached double figures 
with 11 and 10, respectively, while Chloe 
Vogel and Emily Vogel each chipped in 
nine. 

The Zephyrs, who are ranked ninth in 
Division 4, have won seven straight games 
and improved to 12-1 overall and 8-1 in 
the Big East North.

Rockets stifle Spartans  
in first half for easy win

Neenah held Oshkosh North to just 
10 points in the first half and built an 
18-point advantage before rolling to a 53-
32 win over the Spartans in a Fox Valley 
Association game at Oshkosh North. 

Allie Ziebell led the way with 17 points, 
while Ava Kok added 14 in the win. 

The Rockets held the Spartans to just 
9-of-26 shooting from the field, while 
forcing 19 turnovers.
BOYS BASKETBALL

Neenah splits pair  
of conference contests

The Rockets suffered their first confer-
ence loss of the season Tuesday, falling to 
Kaukauna, 72-61, at Ron Einerson Field-
house. 

Neenah fell behind 28-20 at halftime 
and couldn’t outscore the Ghosts in the 
second half in the loss.

Brady Corso led the way for the Rockets 
with 21 points, while Charlie Wunderlich 
added 16 and Cal Klesmit finished with 

12. No other Neenah player had more 
than five points in the game. 

The loss ended the Rockets win streak, 
which was extended to three by an 81-67 
win over Oshkosh North last Friday. 

Sam Coulthard knocked down eight 
3-pointers and finished with a season-high 
27 points to lead the way for Neenah.  Kle-
smit added 20 points, while Corso and 
Elliot Swanson added 16 and 14 points, 
respectively. Klesmit added six rebounds 
and six assists in the win.

The loss dropped Neenah to 6-1 in FVA 
play, a half-game behind first-place Fond 
du Lac. Those two teams play today in 
Fond du Lac.

St. Mary Catholic dealt 
first loss of season

Michael Fairweather and Cole Uhlen-
brauck each scored 15 points but St. Mary 
Catholic suffered its first loss of the year, 
falling 78-62 to Howards Grove last Fri-
day in a battle of the top two teams in Di-
vision 4. 

The top-ranked Tigers built a 43-34 
halftime lead and then outscored the 
Zephyrs 35-28 in the second half to earn 
the win. 

St. Mary Catholic made nine 3-pointers 
in the loss, while Charlie Nackers added 
nine points and Danny Griffith and Fish-
er MacKenzie chipped in seven points 
apiece.

The Zephyrs are now 11-1 on the sea-
son and 6-1 in the Big East North, one 
game behind the Tigers.
BOYS HOCKEY

Neenah co-op squad 
picks up pair of wins

Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha scored 
three times in the first period and never 
looked back in posting a 6-4 win over Ap-
pleton United on Tuesday. 

Chase Collins opened the scoring, 
while two goals from John Kriz staked the 

Rockets to the 3-0 lead after the opening 
period. Appleton narrowed the game to 
3-2, but goals from Richie Bernice and 
Beckett Davidson extended Neenah’s lead 
back to three late in the second period. 

Ben Kitowski added an empty net goal 
for the final margin.

Mark Sutton and Luke Sutton each 
picked up two assists in the win, while Ca-
leb Moore finished with 31 saves. 

The victory followed up a 5-4 overtime 
win over De Pere on Friday, with Kriz 
notching the game-winner 21 seconds 
into the extra period off assists from Cal-
vin Zinda and Cooper Zinda. 

Kriz also scored in the second period 
to finish with two goals in the game along 
with Mark Sutton. Luke Sutton picked up 
the other goal. 

Cooper Zinda and Ty Laabs each reg-
istered two assists in the win, while John 
Horneck notched the win in net as he to-
taled 20 saves. 

The Rockets are now 7-9-1 overall this 
season and are in second place in the Bad-
gerland Conference with a 4-1-0 record.

The Rockets will play at Fond du Lac on 
Tuesday.
BOYS SWIMMING

Freestyle sweeps fuel 
Rockets’ dual meet win

Neenah swept the top three places in 
three different freestyle events and also 
picked up wins in all three relays as the 
Rockets knocked off Appleton West/
Kimberly 128-54 in a dual meet on Tues-
day. 

Drew Gaerthofner teamed with Braden 
Louden and Josh Bellin to finish 1-2-3, re-
spectively in the 50-yard freestyle. David 
Murphy then won the 100-yard freestyle 
with Quinn Koeper taking second and 
Bellin placing third. 

Gaerthofner then added a win in the 
500-yard freestyle, with Gideon Benner 
and Louden rounding out the top three 

finishers.
Other individual wins for the Rockets 

at the meet came from Tanner Trustem in 
the 200-yard individual medley and Ryan 
Foucault in diving. 

The Rockets also won all three relays, 
starting with the quartet of Trustem, Julian 
Kuehn, Gaerthofner and Joshua Youngw-
erth winning the 200-yard medley relay. 

The winning 200-yard freestyle relay 
foursome was Kuehn, Murphy, Bellin and 
Youngwerth, while Trustem, Louden, 
Koeper and Gaerthofner combined to win 
the 400-meter freestyle relay. 

Rockets place 12th  
in 22-team invite

Drew Gaerthofner posted a pair of top-
five finishes to lead the Neenah finishers 
at the 22-team Marquette Invitational on 
Saturday. 

Gaerthofner finished fourth in the 100-
yard breaststroke and added a fifth place 
in the 100-yard freestyle at the meet. He 
also joined Tanner Trustem, Julian Kuehn 
and Quinn Koeper in placing 12th in the 
200-yard medley relay. 

Trustem added a 16th-place finish in 
the 100-yard breaststroke and a 19th place 
in the 200-yard individual medley, while 
the Rockets were also 13th in both the 
200-yard freestyle and 400-yard freestyle 
relays. 

CATCHCCAATTCCHH
THETTHHE
A
E
A
EBUG!BBUUGG!!

HometownBroadcasting.com
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-385-4512

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to offer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

News
Local news for you

Neenah

Obituaries
LaVerne Kons

LaVerne Kons passed away at the age of 
95 on Saturday, December 10, 2022. She 

fought hard to stay 
alive even up to her 
last breath, but her 
heart was too weak to 
go on.

She had a difficult 
year battling health 
problems, but she al-
ways managed to keep 
on fighting to live and 

even overcoming a bout with COVID. She 
would tell everyone that her kids would 
not let her go. She also said that she had 
the best kids. We heard that many times 
this year.

LaVerne was born on August 6, 1927 
in Milwaukee to Mary (Sigl) and William 
Matuszak. She grew up on a farm near Sey-
mour, and attended a one-room school-
house in her younger years. She was able 
to finish one year of high school and then 
she was expected to go to work to help 
her family. At age 15, she worked at St. 
Vincent Hospital in Green Bay. She also 
lived at the hospital and performed many 
duties such as working in the lunchroom, 
cleaning hospital rooms, and working in 
laundry. Later on, she worked in some of 
the mills, including Scolding Locks in Ap-
pleton. 

On June 18, 1949, she married Nor-
man A. Kons and they went on to have 11 
children. Besides managing a large family, 
mom did volunteer work at her church, 
St. Patrick’s in Menasha. She continued to 
volunteer later in life as well, even while 
taking care of her husband who had suf-
fered a stroke in 1982. She volunteered at 
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry in Menasha for 
18 years and St. Vincent DePaul store in 
Neenah.

LaVerne enjoyed life and participat-
ed in many events in the area, especially 
with her younger sister, Dorothy Kons. 
Dorothy and LaVerne were always togeth-

er. Oktoberfest was one of her favorite 
events. LaVerne loved to go to dances in 
her younger years. She loved dancing to 
polka music. In fact, she met her husband 
Norman at a dance hall. She loved being 
active, especially biking all over Doty Is-
land up to the age of 85. She learned how 
to swim in her 50s and cross-country ski, 
and golf. She did many activities with her 
children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. She would love to go to their 
games and school events even into her 90s. 
She loved playing cards and board games 
such as Scrabble and Chinese Checkers 
and didn’t like to lose.

Mom enjoyed going to her Rosary Club 
every Monday morning at St. Patrick’s. She 
also kept a garden that her children helped 
her maintain in recent years. Tomatoes 
were one of her favorite things to eat.

LaVerne loved to travel and went on 
many trips with her younger siblings. She 
and her sisters also took annual trips to 
Milwaukee and Door County. One of her 
favorite trips had been to St. Lucia in the 
Caribbean. She also loved going to church 
picnics around the area, watching the 
Packers, and the World Series. 

LaVerne lost her husband Norman on 
April 20, 1999. She is survived by her 
children: Luann (William) Streur, Me-
nasha; Steve (Debbie) Kons, Menasha; 
Fred (Christine) Kons, Neenah; Nor-
man (Kelle) Kons, Appleton; John Kons, 
Menasha; Jolene Kons, Appleton; David 
(fiancée Cindi Henschel) Kons, Clinton-
ville; Mary (Tom) Kaul, Shawano; Margie 
(Rodney) Bastin, Menasha; Peter Kons, 
Menasha; and Amy (Ryan) Hanson, Li-
vonia, MI. LaVerne is further survived by 
her 18 grandchildren: Nicole, Heather, 
Ben, Sarah, Andrea, Christopher, Kristin, 
Adam, Alicia, Becky, John James, Scott, 
Jacob, Patrick, Cassandra, Cresha, Corisa, 
and Conan; and 28 great-grandchildren. 
Also surviving her brothers: Norbert, 
Ronald, and Richard (Marge) Matuszak; 
and her sisters: Dorothy Kons, Alice Van-

den Langenberg, Barbara Socha, JoAnn 
(Bill) Vanden Langenberg, and Marilyn 
Socha; her in-laws: Jake (Lucia) Kons, 
Anna Mae Matuszak, Jerry ( Jeannie) 
Kons, Marie Kons, and Sharon Kons.

LaVerne was preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband Norman Kons, by 
her sisters: Mary and Joan Matuszak, El-
eanor Zakowski; by her brothers: Donald, 
Harvey, LeRoy, and Ralph Matuszak; by 
her brothers-in-law, Gregg, Alex, Bernard, 
Merlin, Leander, and Hugo Kons, Emil 
Wolff, Jerry Willems Van Dijk, Roger Za-
kowski, Joe and Alvin Socha, and Larry 
Vanden Langenberg,; sisters-in-law, Ei-
leen Wolff Willems Van Dijk, Diane Ma-
tuszak, Rose Kons, Betty Kons, Phyllis 
Matuszak, Marlene Matuszak, and Kath-
leen Oriedo. LaVerne is also survived by 
numerous nieces and nephews and God-
children.

A Funeral Mass for LaVerne was held in 
December and she was laid to rest next to 
Norman at Holy Angels Cemetery, Dar-
boy.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to LaVerne’s favorite charities: St. 
Joseph’s Food Pantry, St. Vincent De Paul, 
and COTS in the Valley.

LaVerne’s family would like extend a 
special thank you to Dr. Curtis Baltz, her 
doctor for over 40 years, for all of his care, 
as well as her nurse Sherry Klein, RN for 
her assistance and care during her stay at 

Oak Park Place. 
Mom, you will be forever missed and 

our hearts are broken from losing you. We 
know you are dancing in Heaven with Dad 
until we meet again. Love, your children.

Mom’s Journey
When my moment on Earth began to 

wind down, a fleeting glimpse emerged to 
signal my forthcoming journey.

The last night spent with a celestial 
existence suddenly included a familiar 
face embedded from within to guide me 
through visions of ambiguity.

With my last breath taken I began to 
fade away into infinite time guided by an 
earthly presence that entrusted me to di-
vine spirits while awaiting the unforeseen 
messenger where all of my expectations 
gave rise to interpretations of absolute 
transcendence. There the children stand 
near to bring me to my prepared destina-
tion through the trinity between the be-
ginning and the end.

In my triumphant goodbye to loved 
ones and friends I whisper the expression, 
Donec Iterum Conveniant (Until we meet 
again).

Although no longer visible, I remain 
within the blue of the sapphire where 
enigmatic communication may be the 
beacon to eternity.

3 WEEKS NEW JOB! NEW CAREER - NEW 
YOU! Train with us for your CDL at  
SCDTI 715-942-2700 ext 102

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT Competitive 
wages & full benefits. Mileage, Drop pay, Paid 
weekly Home weekends, NO east/west coast, 

28 central states. Van & Hopper Division. 
Agriculture experience a plus. Fox Valley 

company since 1958  
Call Frank 920-788-6242 or 920-858-0238. 

Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

2023 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER 
5 Frame Nucs, Singles, Doubles & Pallets 

www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 
Brad 262-749-0716 

Take 15% off with bee15wi (WCAN)

AKC FOX RED & YELLOW LAB PUPS shots/
worm/vet, F-$850 M-$550 715-257-1330 

(267331)

AKC PUG PUPPIES Fawn colored dews/
shots/vet/dewormed $1000 715-536-0697

AKC REG. COCKER SPANIEL PUPS Big 
Litters! 50% OFF 6-M, 6-F shots & wormed  

920-563-3410 mornings(#268588) 
(WCAN)

AUSSIE DOODLES, REDS & RED MERLES 
vac/wormed/dews Family Raised $700  

715-721-0246

Aussie pups $500 Aussie/Blue Heeler 
mix $250 

All Shots. Good w/children. 715-250-2793

CAVAPOO PUPS shots/wormed/dews/Vet, 
Can Deliver. $750-$1000 715-255-2661 

(269146)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

HAY FOR SALE:  
1ST AND 2ND crop hay, small bales. 

No rain, no chemicals, horses love it. 
$6 per bale, cash only. 

920-948-7172 / 920-948-9503

KRAUS SNOWPLOW CO Hiniker-Snow-
Way-Western-Meyer-Used Boss; Sales/
Service 920-894-2488 or 920-948-2812

MINI AUSSIEPOOS & COCKAPOO PUPS 
Shots/wormed Ready to Go! $550  

715-921-9708

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-allergenic, Non-
shed, shots/vet F-$600, M-$500  

715-758-2433

MINI GOLDENDOODLES 1 yr health guaran-
tee. $1200 Call/text 715-409-0533

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS Various colors, 
UTD shots, Ready Now!! $475 715-773-2199

POMERANIAN-HUSKEY PUPS 7 weeks old, 
All colors M-$250, F-$300 715-823-3052

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

PUREBRED BORDER COLLIE PUPS Shots/
Wormed, great pets $250 OBO  

715-667-3342

REG ENGLISH CREAM RETRIEVERS shots/
wormed/vet checked $600 Ready Now  

715-680-8149

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS ready now! 
shots/dewormed/vet $550 715-773-2199

REGISTERED COCKER SPANIEL PUPPIES 
dews, shots, vet, & dewormed $500-$750 

715-536-0697 or 715-316-2522 (WCAN)

REG TOY POODLE PUPPIES Shots/wormed/
vet, family raised $1000 No Sunday calls 

(495932) 715-409-3321 (WCAN)

SHEEPADOODLE PUPS dews removed, 
shots/wormed UTD, $1000 Will deliver!  

715-965-6882 or 715-721-0553 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 

as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options avail. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 

in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 

reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 

Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

TRI-COLOR F1B BERNEDOODLES $1000 
shots vet chk’d wormed dews 715-218-
9247, 715-721-5375 No Sun Calls (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New 
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates 

make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional Installation. Top Quality - Made 
in the USA. Call for free consultation: 877-
544-2415 Ask about our specials! (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE helps 
Rawhide provide mental health services that 
redirect local Wisconsin youth & adults from 

harmful decisions. Donate Today!  
888-653-2729 (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications 

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

WINTER MARKET Jan 12-15th Pop culture 
Comics Toys Collectibles FOX RIVER MALL 
APPLETON INFO ZURKO  715-526-9769

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous
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I Have a Dream
Write a paragraph about a dream you 
have for yourself, or your school, or 
your community, or the entire world.

The words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. helped to change the world. His words still inspire people today. He 
was born on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia. His father was the minister of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, 

as was his father before him. Because Martin and his father had the same name, the family called him M.L.

“When the history books are 
written, someone will say there lived 
black people who had the courage 
to stand up for their rights.”

Standards Link: Sentence 
Structure: Students are able to 

write complete sentences.

Select a headline 
from today’s 

newspaper and 
rewrite it to say just 
the opposite. How 
many more ways 

can you rewrite that 
headline. How does 

the impact of the 
words change when 

you write the 
headline different 

ways?

When M.L. was young, he played with all the children 
who lived in his Atlanta neighborhood. 

 But when they reached   
 school age, the white   
 children went to a school   
 for white children only,   
 and M.L. was sent to a   
 school for black children.
  After the first day of school,
  M.L. and his white friends
  were never allowed to   
 play together again.

M.L. was very sad when his friends 
would no longer play with him. He 
asked his mother why they couldn’t.

She talked about why the family 
didn’t ride streetcars, why there 
was a WHITES ONLY sign on the 
elevator at City Hall, why there 
were restaurants that refused to 
serve black people, and theaters 
that allowed blacks to sit only in 
the balcony. She said that it was 
simply because some white people 
didn’t understand that we all 
deserve equal treatment.
 
M.L. decided right then and there 
that someday he would try to change the world. He wanted to 
make it a place where white children and black children 
could play together and enjoy the same rights.

As M.L. grew up, he saw more and 
more examples of segregation. He 
also saw his father and others speak 
out against hatred and segregation. 
These people taught M.L. about the 
power of words. He learned that 
words could heal or hurt.

1.

3. 2.

4.

1.

3.

2.

4.

– Dr. Martin Luther King

Standards Link: History: Students identify 
the people honored in commemorative 
holidays.

Standards Link: History: Students understand the importance of individual action.

Standards Link: Mathematical 
Reasoning: Students use 

strategies, skills and concepts 
in finding solutions.

Standards Link: Character Education: Students identify character traits in others.

A
D
E
G
N

=
=
=
=
=

O
R
S
U
Y

=
=
=
=
=

Use the code to 
�nd out what M.L.’s 
mother told him.

Standards Link: 
History: Students 
understand the 

achievements of 
famous people.

For more than 20 years, Martin Luther King 
spoke out against _______ and segregation. 
During these years, he was arrested, had his 
______ bombed, and was accused of being 
“un-American.”

In 1963, Dr. King gave his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech in Washington, D.C. “I have a 
dream that one day in Alabama little black 
boys and black girls will _____ hands with 
little white boys and white girls as sisters and 
__________.”

In 1964, the ______ Rights Act was passed, 
granting equal rights to black Americans and 
Dr. King received the Nobel Peace _______.

Sadly, just four _______ later, Dr. King was 
shot and killed in Memphis, Tenn. But his 
words live on.

Find where 
each of 
these 
words 

belong in 
this story.

Quiz a friend or family member with the following 
statements. If they don’t know the answers, you can 

use today’s Kid Scoop to be the teacher! All the 
answers can be found on today’s Kid Scoop page.

ANSWERS
1. Atlanta, GA
2. Boston University
3. Nobel Peace Prize
4. 1964
5. “I Have a Dream”
6. Continuing to speak for civil rights even after 

being arrested and having his home bombed.
7. 1968
8. True. (He did use actions, too. He helped with the 

bus boycott. He was arrested. He led protests.)

Where was Martin Luther King born?

From which college did Dr. King receive 
his Ph.D.?
 

In 1964 Dr. King was awarded an important 
prize. What was it called?

In what year was the Civil Rights Act passed?

What was the name of the famous speech Dr. 
King gave in Washington D.C.?

Give at least one example, recounted in 
today’s Kid Scoop page, of Martin Luther 
King’s courage.

In what year was Dr. King shot and killed?

Words were one tool Dr. Martin Luther King 
used to bring about social change.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1964 1968 1970

True False

1964 1968 1970

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Demonstrate comprehension 
by identifying answers in text.

ANSWER: 301
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Martin and his friends have 
been collecting marbles. 
They counted to see how 
many marbles in all. Use the 
clue to see if you can �gure 
out how many marbles.

Draw Dr. King by 
copying what 

you see in each 
numbered box.

Clue: When counted by 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s, or 6s, there is always one marble left over. When 
counted by 7s, there are no marbles left over. The answer is between 299 and 310.

The sentences in the above story are out of order. Find the correct order by doing the math 
problem next to each line. Then put the line in order from the smallest sum to the largest.
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Learn more at

www.oshkoshherald.com/kid-scoop/

• Local newspapers play vital roles in communities

across the globe.

• Local newspapers keep readers up-to-date on their

own communities.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby businesses.

• Local newspapers can strengthen communities.

• Local newspapers can benefit children.


