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Window contractor piles up complaints, charges
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

A Neenah man is in hot water legally, 
accused of taking payments through his 
window replacement and general con-
tracting business and then not completing 
the services.

Tyler Frantz, 32, has been charged with 
theft by false representation and theft in a 
business setting. 

Frantz owned Wisconsin Windows 
LLC, formerly located at 228 Washington 
Ave. The business was started in 2017, ac-
cording to the Wisconsin Department of 
Financial Institutions, which has it listed 
in good standing. 

Wisconsin Windows has received five 
Better Business Bureau complaints in the 
past three years, earning it a rating of F. 

At least six victims have filed police 
complaints indicating they paid thousands 
of dollars for services they never received. 

Ten small claims lawsuits have been 
lodged against Frantz in the past two years 
in multiple counties. 

Some of his reported victims:
• Karen Bergman, of Neenah, who said 

Frantz botched a door installation, caus-
ing an additional $500 in damages. 

• David Grover, of Grover Electric in 

Oshkosh, who said he was subcontracted 
by Wisconsin Windows for electrical work 
on two homes and he was never paid the 
$1,500 he was owed for the work.

• Emmanuel Bruno, of Neenah, who 

said Frantz stiffed him for about $6,000 
when he failed to complete a project he 
was contracted for or provide any of the 
materials. 

• Jon Misevicz, of Neenah, who said he 
paid Frantz $1,500 to install two windows 
and the work was not completed.

• James Israel, of Neenah, who said he 
paid Frantz about $3,500 to install a win-
dow and the window failed city inspec-
tion. 

• Air Tech Heating Inc. and Advocap, 
both in Fond du Lac, who were awarded 
$4,748 and $5,690 in small claims court, 
respectively. 

• Andrew Berg, of De Pere, who was 
awarded $5,169 in small claims court.

In total, Frantz has racked up small 
claims judgments of more than $53,000. 

Dennis and Stephanie Drewa of Neen-
ah said they hired Frantz in October 2021 
to install two egress windows, paying a 
$3,500 down payment and purchasing 

Submitted photo

Dennis and Stephanie Drewa of Neenah took photos showing damages to their home caused by 
work they said was done by a contractor they took to small claims court.

See Window contractor on Page 8
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Seasonal scene
President Lincoln’s statue and a gingerbread man anticipate a white Christmas in front of The Plaza ice rink downtown earlier 
this week.

Shattuck site future gets new look
City, school district 
weigh options for site
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Joint School District 
(NJSD) and city’s Common Council each 
met in closed session this week to discuss 
the next steps for the Shattuck Middle 
School after the council voted to deny a 
rezoning request to redevelop the site into 
apartments and homes.

The 27-acre property at 600 Elm St. will 
be vacant next school year with the com-
pletion of the new Neenah High School. 
The middle school will move to the cur-
rent high school site.

NJSD listed the site for sale about two 
years ago. It only received one offer to 
purchase, which came from Northpointe 
Development, of Oshkosh. In July, NJSD 
agreed to sell Shattuck to Northpointe for 
$500,000, with the sale contingent on the 
city approving a rezoning request. 

Under the agreement with North-

pointe, the district’s Health & Wellness 
Center would remain in place, saving the 
district about $600,000 in relocation fees.

Andy Dumke of Northpointe said he 
planned to preserve the 94-year-old school 
and turn it into moderate-income apart-
ments. He estimated the renovation would 
cost up to $30 million, which includes 
about $1 million in asbestos abatement. 

Northpointe would also construct du-
plexes, townhomes and single-family 

See Shattuck site on Page 8
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NEW MODELS!

SNOW BLOWERS

3 BATTERY SLOTS
WHERE THE GAS TANK

USED TO BE

EASY TO CONTROL. 60-VOLT MUSCLE THAT NEVER GET GASSED
If you’ve never experienced a Flex-Force Power System’ two-stage snow blower before, you’re in for a battery
powered snow-destroyin’ treat. It not only throws even the heaviest snow up to 45 feet, with three 7.5Ah
batteries working at once, it can clear up to a 45 parked car driveway on a single charge.

60V POWER MAX E24
• 24’’/61 cm Clearing Width
• Anti-Clogging System
• Quick Stick Chute Control
• LED Headlight

60V POWER MAX E26
• 26”/66 cm Clearing Width
• Anti-Clogging System
• Quick Stick Chute Control
• LED Headlight
• Hand Warmers

2 X 6.0 ah
24 CAR CLEANING

CAPABILITY
OUT OF THE BOX

2 X 7.5 ah
30 CAR CLEARING

CAPABILITY
OUT OF THE BOX

+ 7.5 ah
39 CAR CLEARING

CAPABILITY
W/OPTIONAL THIRD

BATTERY

7.5 ah
45 CAR CLEARING

CAPABILITY
W/OPTIONAL THIRD

BATTERY

60V TWO-STAGE SNOW BLOWERS

ZERO
COMPROMISES
Same rugged,
heavy-duty steel
construction as Toro
gas-powered snow
blowers with LED
lights, hardened
gears and no shear
pins to break.

POWER UP
All the features
you love - Quick
Stick chute control
rugged 15”/38 cm
tires, anti clogging
system, and more.

GO THREE
ROUNDS
WITH OLD
MAN WINTER
The only snow
blower with three
battery ports, this
machine has all the
power you need to
get the job done
right.

$169900 Now $159900 $189900 Now $179900

Fox Valley
School Of
Music

foxvalleyschoolofmusic.com

FIRST PIANO

LESSON IS FREE
IN PERSON OR VIRTUAL

920-232-5408

Call or text for details
Ages 4 to Senior Citizens

Job training effort seeks to transform
Goodwill, FVTC, Rawhide 
target mental health 
By Dan Roherty
Neenah News

Regional entities who specialize in dif-
ferent pieces of the educational training 
puzzle are collaborating on a new program 
to offer career options for individuals with 
mental health issues who are ready to get 
on a pathway to success.

Personalized job training options with 
an ongoing support team are being creat-
ed through the Career EXCELerate Wis-
consin program with the financial backing 
of a public grant to Goodwill North Cen-
tral Wisconsin with partners Fox Valley 
Technical College (FVTC) and Rawhide 
Youth Services. 

“The goal for this program is to really 
address the national staffing shortage cri-
sis that currently exists in our state and 
across the nation,” said Melissa Iverson, 
Goodwill’s program specialist, who noted 
there are an estimated two open positions 

for every job seeker out there.
“We also recognize there is a popula-

tion of individuals who are not yet in the 
workforce, or maybe not retaining work or 
underemployed, or maybe not elevating in 
their career but who potentially could be 
if they had the right support and training.”

Backed by the Wisconsin Workforce In-
novation Grant Program, the career-track 
instruction curriculum that starts in 
mid-January includes wood manufactur-
ing, diesel technology, class A and B truck 
driving, welding fundamentals, industrial 
manufacturing technician, pipe trades, 
nursing assistant and teacher aide pro-
grams.

Iverson said Goodwill, FVTC and 
Rawhide have worked together in other 
capacities but this effort will specialize in 
backing up the technical instruction with 
trauma-informed care training through-
out students’ chosen program all the way 
into their job environment. Rawhide’s 
mental health coaches, or navigators, will 
check in with students during the different 
phases of the program to keep participants 
on track and get them through obstacles 
as they come up. 

“There are a lot of great teachers out 
there who really try to invest in their stu-
dents, but that teacher has only so much 
capacity to re-engage with those students 
and try to reach out to them if they fall off 
the radar and stop coming to class – there’s 
only so much they can do,” Iverson said.

Participants don’t need to be formally 
medically diagnosed with mental health 
issues to qualify for Career EXCELer-
ate, but Iverson said everyone applying 
will have experienced some form of be-
havioral trauma they are trying to work 

through with this initiative that’s ready to 
help. Available class openings will be on 
a first-come, first-served basis and public 
funding will ultimately determine the pro-
gram’s longevity.

After interested individuals are identi-
fied, evaluated and matched with one of 
the eight career pathways, Rawhide navi-
gators work with the students throughout 
the one- or two-semester classes with any 
related support issues – inside and outside 
the classroom – that can challenge stu-
dents on staying with the program. 

Goodwill Industries staff, who offer job 
training and career exploration services 
on a regular basis, will provide job coach-
es to this program when the courses are 
completed to keep the new employees 
and their employers supported through 
additional skill building and retention. 
Navigators also stay on board with the 
newly hired graduates to help manage ex-
pectations, co-worker relationships and 
common stresses of a new career.

Dale Walker, FVTC’s director business 
and industry service, also noted Career 
EXCELerate’s special emphasis on what 
has been a growing health issue in the 
post-pandemic world.

“What is different about this program 
from other offerings at Fox Valley Techni-
cal College is this program includes wrap-
around services for participants who may 
be working through economic hardships 
or mental health challenges that have pre-
vented them from returning to the work-
force,” he said. “That includes additional 
support in the classroom and labs.”

To refer a job training candidate, go to 
careerEXCELeratewi.org or call/text 920-
204-7002.
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Respiratory ailments coming in threes this season
By Kaitlyn Scoville
Neenah News

A “tripledemic” has been taking place 
this winter season, particularly for young 
children and older adults with either 
COVID, the flu or respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV). 

According to the state Department 
of Health Services (DHS), the flu has 
been dominating most cases in children 
throughout December. RSV cases, de-
spite remaining at relatively high activity, 
have begun to decline, with a spike hap-
pening in Wisconsin around mid-Novem-
ber.

Among the flu, COVID and RSV, symp-
toms are relatively similar from cough, 
headache and fever to runny or stuffy 
noses. RSV is more contagious compared 
to its tripledemic counterparts and does 
not currently have a vaccine available to 
the public. 

Children’s Wisconsin, which has a loca-
tion in Neenah with ThedaCare, has con-
tinued to see high numbers of children 
with RSV. Contributing to longer wait 
times are more people requesting flu and 
RSV testing, a statement from the organi-
zation reads.

“RSV is a common cause of respira-
tory illness in all age groups,” the Chil-
dren’s statement said. “Among infants and 
young children, it is the most common 
cause of bronchitis, croup, ear infections 
and pneumonia. The infection occurs 
most often in the winter and early spring 
and is so common that almost all children 
have had the virus by age 2.”

Aurora Health Care Oshkosh pediatri-
cian Laurie Muller said the infection can 
last as long as two to three weeks in both 

children and adults who have contracted 
RSV. 

Furthermore, “certain children are at 
risk of developing bronchiolitis or pneu-
monia,” Muller said. “These are typically 
children 6 months or younger, children 
with lung disease, heart defects or com-
promised immune systems.”

Alyssa Prothero, a pediatric health care 
worker in Winnebago County, said this 
year’s viral season has been particularly 
busy and intense. 

“This is my very first viral season work-
ing in pediatrics, so I didn’t realize the 
extent of RSV and how it affects kids,” 
Prothero said. “It was a really big change 
from working over the summer then hav-
ing the viral season start. It was a big jump 
from a typical day to a lot of (RSV inpa-
tient cases).”

“This viral season hit a lot earlier and 
a lot harder; we’re seeing that all across 
the nation,” she said. “As someone who 
has worked in child care for the past few 

years, my day care kids would get this, and 
I didn’t really know what it was. I didn’t 
realize the extent of how hard it hit kids. 
“I’m hearing a lot are out with RSV and 
now I’m seeing the medical, professional 
side of that.”

Muller said in this area specifically, cas-
es have also been on the decline, though 
there are still some reports of RSV infec-
tions. 

“This year it will be especially import-
ant for us to prevent the spread of germs. 
While RSV season is starting to calm 
down, influenza season has started and is 
expected to last for several weeks,” Muller 
said.

What the nation has been seeing in this 
tripledemic are respiratory viruses that 
spread when we cough, sneeze or spread 
germs to surfaces that others touch. 
Prothero said keeping toys clean and con-
tinuously disinfecting surfaces are the 
best ways to stay safe. 

“I feel like a big part of (this year’s vi-

ral season) has to do with lessening of re-
strictions with mask mandates. Now that 
COVID has decreased so dramatically, 
these kids haven’t had a lot of viral expo-
sure because it had been well managed,” 
Prothero said. “So, when they’re getting 
hit with these things, they typically ha-
ven’t been hit with respiratory illnesses 
before and their body takes it as kind of 
a shock.”

Dr. Dave Margolis, interim chair of the 
department of pediatrics at Children’s 
Wisconsin, said he could not be more 
proud of the organization for being pres-
ent for the children recovering from these 
illnesses.

“We don’t have a vaccine for RSV that’s 
available to the public – I look forward to 
that day,” Margolis said. “But we do have 
a vaccine against influenza so we can let 
our doctors take a breather. We all look 
forward to that. 

“We’re getting through it. I think peo-
ple are tired; they probably miss their 
families and we’re getting through it as an 
organization.”
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Your preferred providers in Neenah

Dr. Melissa Dintelman

Dr. Lisa Esser

“I have been an Audiologist for over

22 years. My favorite part is working with

the great variety of patients and getting

the opportunity to know each person

individually. By focusing on truly listening

to what my patients have to say, I can

better understand their concerns and

what is most important to them as an

individual. “
–Dr. Dintelman

“I have always had a strong desire to

help people. After taking my first course

in hearing, I became fascinated by the

function and intricacies of the human ear.

After 27 years working as an Audiologist,

I am still in awe over how quickly sound

travels from the ear to the brain and that

we process and understand it within

milliseconds! “
–Dr. Esser

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

Neenah • 1148Westowne Drive
Conveniently located offWinneconne Ave.

Additional locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

Wewelcome to our teamDr. Lisa Esser!

With over 20 years of experience, she brings

a wealth of experience and knowledge.

Please call today tomeet our newest teammember.

Spending priorities detailed for county ARPA funds
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Lingering questions over the process 
of spending Winnebago County’s $33.3 
million in American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds were discussed at an ARPA 
Strategy & Outcomes Commission meet-
ing Dec. 14. 

In October, the County Board of Super-
visors voted 27-9 in favor of accepting the 
second round of ARPA funding award-
ed through the federal government. The 
board also voted to allocate the entirety to 
cover lost revenue from the pandemic. 

The designation is an accounting ma-
neuver that allows the county to spend the 
money in different ways rather than only 
for pandemic-related expenditures. 

At a Nov. 30 meeting, the commission 
voted to rename the ARPA Strategy & 
Outcomes Commission to the Spirit Fund 
Commission and establish a new Spirit 
Fund that could prevent a federal audit on 
the use of the money. That measure will 
need to be approved by the county board 
before it takes effect next year.

Kathleen Propp of Oshkosh told the 
commission last week that the procedure 
is “fishy.”

“County residents are entitled to 
straightforward, transparent decisions 
made in public with a long list of appropri-
ate projects debated by this ARPA Com-
mission,” she said.

The commission previously agreed 
to spend $3 million in ARPA dollars on 
projects with local governments and to 
allocate the money equally among the 
municipalities in the county, regardless 
of their size. Each of the 22 municipalities 
would receive about $136,360 under the 
proposal.

Last week’s meeting included discus-
sion on whether the commission had au-
thority to spend the $3 million or whether 
the discussion and action was only related 
to the process of soliciting and collecting 
requests for community projects. 

During County Executive Jon Doemel’s 
report to the Board of Supervisors this 
Tuesday, he defended the decision to des-
ignate the ARPA funds to lost wages and 
rename the ARPA Commission.

Doemel said he didn’t agree with the 
federal government’s choice to “print” the 
ARPA money but said that sending the 
money back wouldn’t change that. 

Doemel said the action also eliminates 
the requirement that the funds be allocat-
ed by 2024 and spent by 2026.

“When people ask me why other coun-
ties did not do this, I pose the same ques-
tion,” he said. “Because they should have.”

Doemel said that claiming the money as 
lost revenue is following federal guidance 
to its fullest. He said the county could 
have just placed the money in the general 
fund, but the purpose of pulling the mon-
ey back out of the general fund and into 
a Spirit Fund was to maintain transparen-
cy and ensure the money was spent on its 
original purposes.

“I am committed to using these dollars 
to increase the resilience of our communi-
ty,” he said. “I wanted to ensure that these 
dollars will go to make sure the lives of our 
people are better.”

At the Dec. 14 commission meeting, 
District 33 Supervisor Thomas Egan 
questioned why some of the action items 
for spending the money weren’t already 
sent to the county board to be considered.

“If this money is going to be available to 
us right after the first of January, we need 

to get things going because we’re sitting 
here and all these other people are spend-
ing money and I don’t know what we’re 
holding it for,” he said.

In other action, the commission: 
• Authorized a transfer of $175,000 from 

the Spirit Fund to the general fund for the 
executive’s office for the expense of assis-
tance with strategic planning and priori-
ty-based budgeting, particularly related to 
how the county should spend ARPA money.

• Authorized a transfer of $300,000 
from the Spirit Fund to the general fund 
for a Facilities Department countywide 
building condition assessment study. Col-
lard clarified the department can use the 
money for any other operating expense, 
according to budget rules.

• Authorized a transfer of $853,000 
from the Spirit Fund to the general fund 
for purchase and installation of an emer-
gency generator for Sunnyview Expo 
Center. Doemel said funding the genera-
tor increases community resilience which 
is in the “spirit of ARPA.”

• Voted to double the funding from 
$300,000 to $600,000 from the Spirit Fund 
to provide a rapid intervention vehicle 
(RIV) to the Wittman Regional Airport. 

The RIV is used to combat fires on general 
aviation aircrafts. The airport’s current RIV 
is from 1999 and has ongoing costly main-
tenance issues. The commission noted the 
increase in funding was to potentially ob-
tain the vehicle from Oshkosh Corp.

• Authorized a transfer of $120,000 
from the Spirit Fund to the county Parks 
Department to install automated pay sta-
tions at the county’s seven public boat 
launches on lakes Winnebago, Poygan, 
Butte des Morts and the Fox River.

• Authorized $542,600 from the Spirit 
Fund and $212,400 from outside funding 
to create a redundant fiber loop between 
the administration building and sheriff ’s 
office to allow network traffic to be rerout-
ed in the event of a cut, hardware changes 
or network repairs. The loop also increase 
connectivity among Oshkosh fire stations. 

• Authorized spending $2.56 million to 
purchase radios for county departments, 
to be funded by the Spirit Fund.

• Authorized transferring $3 million 
from the Spirit Fund to use for land con-
servation projects.

In total, the commission made spending 
decisions for $8.36 million of the $33 mil-
lion the county has been awarded.

Church at holidays
The sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church 
was decorated for Christmas in this photo 
featured in a booklet sent to members of the 
First Presbyterian Church who were serving 
their country during World War II.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Keller Foundation marks milestone with grant
Neenah News

In honor of the continued commitment 
of the J. J. Keller Foundation to address 
mental health, a surprise $75,000 grant has 
been awarded to Catalpa Health in cele-
bration of the foundation reaching the $75 
million mark in giving. 

The J. J. Keller Foundation has been a key 
partner of Catalpa since its inception and 
continues to support their mission to help 
children and families improve their mental 
health and well-being. 

“Catalpa has been a leader in our area 
for 10 years, changing the narrative around 
mental health and helping young people 
access the care they need,” said Marne 
Keller-Krikava, foundation board adviser 
and secretary. “The J. J. Keller Foundation 
is honored to share this milestone grant 
with Catalpa to continue strengthening 
their efforts.”

Bob Keller, chairman of the J. J. Keller 
Foundation board, added, “We’re on a mis-
sion to get at the root causes of these issues 
and make a difference in the lives of indi-
viduals and in our community as a whole. 

Mom was instrumental in rallying the part-
ners that would initiate Catalpa Health. 
She would be happy to see how far they’ve 
come, serving so many families in our area.”

Catalpa Health started in 2004 when 
community leaders and three local hospi-
tal partners – Affinity Health systems (now 
Ascension), Children’s Wisconsin and The-
daCare – came together to deal with the 
need for pediatric mental health access in 
the Fox Valley. Today, Catalpa provides care 
for more than 8,000 children and teens.

The J. J. Keller Foundation moves toward 
its next milestone of giving under incoming 
executive director Monica Stage, who will 
provide strategic leadership and operation-
al responsibility for the foundation and its 
assets.

“While we celebrate this milestone of 
$75 million in giving, and the receiving 
partners, we are invigorated for our future 
of giving,” Stage said. “Now, more than 
ever, our communities need our support. 
As Ethel Keller instilled in us, everyone can 
give something, our finances, our time, and 
our talents.”
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Visa, MasterCard
and Discover Accepted
at Participating Ace stores

OSHKOSH

Kitz & Pfeil
427 N. Main St.

(920) 236-3340

BERLIN

Kitz & Pfeil
780 Green Tree Mall

(920) 361-0424

MENASHA

Kitz & Pfeil
1212 Appleton Rd.

(920) 722-2877

APPLETON

Kitz & Pfeil
1919 E Calumet St.

(920) 739-9481

FOND DU LAC

Kitz & Pfeil
40 E 1st St.

(920) 923-8262

ACE REWARDS
THE BEST TOOL
FOR SAVING MONEY.SM
Join Ace Rewards at acehardware.com
and start saving today.

Visit acehardware.com
to find your

local participating Ace.

Stop by your local Ace store, or visit us here

Prices good through December 24, 2022

Milwaukee®M18 FUELTM

Lithium-Ion Drill & Impact
Drivveerr KKiitt
282443357, 202 43

$39900

BUY
THIS

GET
ONE OF
THESE

FREEFREE

M18TTM Lithium-Ion PowerTools or Batter
• SAWZALL® Reciprocating Saw (bare tool)

• Oscillating Multi-Tool (bare tool)

• REDLITHIUMTM Battery

• Jig Saw (bare tool)

• Handheldd BBlloowweerr ((bbaarree ttooooll))

• Grinder (bare tool)

2802023, 2808962, 2548998,

2837862, 7790231, 2023252

Limit 4.

OVER
$129.00

VALUE

-$50$199.00
WITH ACE
REWARDS CARD*

$14900
each

YOUR CHOICE

Milwaukee® M18TM

Compact Lithium-Ion
PowerTools
• Drill/Driver & Impact Driver Combo Kit

• Impact Driver Kit

• Drill/Driver Kit

2306868, 2837847, 2837771

Limit 4 each at this price.

-$50$229.00
WITH ACE
REWARDS CARD*

$17900

Milwaukee® M18TM

REDLITHIUMTM

Brushless Compact Drill
& Impact Driver Kit
2837854

Limit 4 at this price.

Lawsuits on child death  
investigation turned away
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Two civil lawsuits alleging the Neen-
ah Police Department refused to release 
records pertaining to its review of the 
Wausau Police Department’s handling of a 
2020 child death investigation have been 
dismissed. 

The lawsuits were filed by Alyssa Froom 
and Julie Leist, the mother and step-grand-
mother of 7-year-old Eliana Froom, who 
collapsed at her father’s Wausau home 
Sept. 26, 2020. 

Eliana was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital, where she died two weeks later. 
The medical examiner’s report indicated 
she died of myocarditis, an inflammation 
of the heart typically caused by a viral in-
fection. The specific viral cause was unde-
termined.

The Wausau police investigation into 
Eliana’s death revealed she died of natu-
ral causes. Froom and Leist challenged 
that finding, stating that they believe 
Eliana died due to neglect from her fa-
ther. They both filed complaints against 
Wausau Police Chief Ben Bliven and six 
officers who they said mishandled the 
investigation. 

In February, the Wausau Police and 

Fire Commission (WPFC) dismissed the 
complaints against Bliven and ordered 
him to select an outside law enforcement 
agency to conduct an investigation into 
the six officers named in the complaints. 
Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson was se-
lected to conduct the investigation.

At a June WPFC meeting, Olson said 
his investigation determined the com-
plaints were unfounded. He recommend-
ed that each detective be issued a body 
worn camera. WPFC dismissed the com-
plaints after the meeting.

About two weeks later, Froom and Leist 
filed lawsuits against Neenah police, ask-
ing for the court to enforce open records 
laws. 

In late July, Froom and Leist also filed 
lawsuits against WPFC. In August, Leist 
filed a lawsuit against Wausau City Clerk 
Kaitlyn Bernarde. That case is set for a 
scheduling conference in January.

Both Leist and Froom’s lawsuits against 
Neenah police have now been dismissed, 
with Judge John Jorgensen noting the city 
has met all of the open records require-
ments. 

WPFC is also moving to have Leist and 
Froom’s lawsuits dismissed, with motion 
hearings in both cases set for March.

National map details broadband access 
 The Federal Communications Com-

mission (FCC) has unveiled a draft of a 
new national broadband map, according 
to the Governor’s Task Force on Broad-
band Access, that New North officials are 
encouraging their partners to review. 

This new map is the current federal 
map that identifies where broadband is in 
place and what internet service providers 
cover those locations. The broadband 
maps will be used to determine the allo-
cation of Broadband Equity, Access and 
Deployment (BEAD) funds that Wis-
consin will receive to build broadband 
infrastructure.

“New North has spearheaded efforts 
to collect accurate data on underserved 
areas in our region for the last two years, 
first with the regional broadband access 
study, which included public survey and 
speed tests,” stated Barb LaMue, presi-
dent and CEO of New North, the region-
al economic development corporation 
for 18 counties. “Now is another oppor-
tunity for Wisconsinites to help contrib-
ute to a broadband solution.”

Barbara Koldos, vice president of busi-
ness development for New North and a 
member of the governor’s task force, add-
ed, “We are asking everyone in the New 
North region to visit the new FCC map 
and make sure it correctly reflects the 
fixed and mobile internet service avail-

able to your home or business. If it does 
not, we have a brief window to individu-
ally challenge that finding.”

To ensure valid challenges are incorpo-
rated into the map before federal funding 
allocations are made, the public is en-
couraged to submit challenges by Jan. 13.

New North is asking partners to 
promote this initiative widely in their 
networks so the region can obtain the 
support necessary to help expand oppor-
tunities for its businesses, organizations 
and residents. The public is also encour-
aged to continue conducting speed tests 
for future broadband grant funding at 
www.thenewnorth.com/broadband-ac-
cess.

The map displays address-level avail-
ability and data (as self-reported by inter-
net service providers) for fixed and mo-
bile broadband as well as data aggregated 
to larger areas. Data can be examined by 
exploring the map’s digital interface or by 
searching by state or address. The map 
also displays coverage data by provider.

There is more than $42 billion set aside 
for broadband expansion under the Fed-
eral Broadband Equity Access and De-
ployment (BEAD) program. Wisconsin’s 
allocation of these funds is based on the 
accuracy of these maps. 

More information on the challenge 
process can be found at help.bdc.fcc.gov.

City fire adds emphasis to safety needs
Neenah News

Neenah Menasha Fire Rescue officials 
said smoke alarms prevented a potential 
tragedy Wednesday morning on Honey-
suckle Lane in Neenah where a fire caused 
damage in the upper level of an apartment 
building.

The fire was contained to the apartment 
but that unit and the one directly below it 
were determined to be uninhabitable and 
the occupants displaced. Crews were able 
to rescue a dog and cat upstairs.

Adam J. Dorn, Neenah Menasha Fire 
Rescue assistant chief and fire marshal, said 
they responded in about 4 minutes of the 

2:35 a.m. dispatch. He said in a report that 
the cause was determined to be improper 
use of an extension cord/heating device.

Additional resources were provided by 
the Town of Neenah, Village of Harrison 
and city of Appleton.

Civilian home fire fatalities in Wiscon-
sin were at 51 this year as of mid-Decem-
ber, which compares with 40 such deaths 
in 2021, down from 52 in 2020. 

Residents are encouraged to practice 
fire safety in their homes.

“We just can’t allow another person to 
die a preventable death. Smoke detectors 
save lives,” Dorn stated. 
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Holiday decor, inside and out, becomes family affair
By Rob Zimmer
News contributor

“Gardening is a year-round joy,” Dan 
Van Daalwyk said. “Decorating, to me, 
whether inside or out, is merely an exten-
sion or version of gardening.” 

For Van Daalwyk and his family, spruc-
ing up their North Park Avenue home 
has become a family affair each holiday 
season, one that grows more meaningful 
each year. 

“Whether you have space, large or 
small to create beauty, the holidays are 
the perfect opportunity to express how 
we feel about the season. I love seeing 
everyone’s interpretations of it,” he said.

The excitement begins in the hearts of 
the children as the holiday spirit kicks 
in and creative souls begin to share the 
spirit. 

“Our 14-year-old Charlotte leads the 
start of the holiday by creating nightly vi-
gnettes with the visiting Elf, to the delight 
of our twins. They, in turn, enjoy pulling 
all the red tubs from the basement to 
begin laying out decor we have collected 
over the years.”

Using natural elements to create 
breathtaking displays, the children are 
free to create as they please.

“Our 10-year-old Milo surprises us all 
with his creations – all the displays in 
these pictures were his creations – dis-
plays that my partner Jose and I would 
never think to do ourselves,” Van Daal-
wyk said.

“It’s important to save the things you 

cherish that remind you of past holidays, 
your parents or other loved ones. We in-
corporate old and new into each display.” 

Outdoors, in the yard and garden, the 
displays and accents are created using 
mostly fresh greens each year. Creating 
long-lasting evergreen containers and 
displays is a family endeavor, as well. 

“For us, we try to remember that “less 
is more.” For instance, when setting up 
your garden pots with either pre-arranged 
greens or doing it yourself, consider the 
long winter that follows the holiday. Get 
mileage from having the ability to remove 
the Christmas trimmings from the pot 
as the greens can last through the entire 
winter.” 

Van Daalwyk shares his tips on finding 
joy and satisfaction in creating your own 

special Christmas and winter pots and 
displays. 

“Don’t shy away from doing your own 
pots. If you gather three or four kinds 
of pine boughs – scotch pine, balsam 
and cedar for instance, have a pot full of 
not-yet-frozen soil, just start sticking in 
the boughs, largest in the back and work 
your way around and down. Don’t be shy 
with the quantity and variety. In this case, 
more is more.” 

“One year I found mini pine trees and 

added three to back and center of the pot 
and worked in more boughs from there,” 
he said. “Giant pinecones on sticks can be 
beautiful additions.” 

The spirit of family enjoying time 
together creating new memories and 
reliving memories of Christmases past is 
what the holidays are all about. 

“Bottom line, creating a beautiful space 
is just a few red tubs away and the perfect 
thing to do on a lazy snowy afternoon.”

Photos by Rob Zimmer

The Van Daalwyk family spruces up their North Park Avenue home indoors and outdoors each holiday season.

The Neenah 
GARDENER

Photo from Fox Crossing 

Kind connections
Officer Dan Wiechman from the Fox Crossing Police Department was helping make 
some people’s day better last Wednesday by handing out gift cards along with a note 
and brief story in memory of 11-year-old Olivia Stoffel, who was killed along her 
father and another person on the Trestle Trail Bridge in 2015. Olivia would have been 
19 on Dec. 7.
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By Jim Nobbe
Payne’s Point Hook and Spear Fishing Club

As of Tuesday morning, the north-
western part of Lake Winnebago was 
mostly covered with a layer of ice. It 
is mostly real rough shove ice from 
the last time it broke up and refroze. 
There is between about 1 and 5 inch-
es of ice on the bays that I have seen. 
I am sure there 
are places with 
less and places 
with more as I 
write this. 
I would not 
recommend 
venturing out 
on the lake 
yet, especially with the shove ice and 
snow. It will make “reading” the ice 
that much harder as I would call it 
and with the future weather forecasts 
right before Christmas I would not be 
surprised if the lake breaks up again 
from the wind and snow. 
As conditions change, I will keep you 
informed with updates here and at 
Payne’s Point Hook and Spear Fishing 
Club’s website and Facebook page. 
Happy holidays. 

Ice report

Photography contest, exhibition in works
Neenah Arts Council will hold its sec-

ond annual juried Photography Contest 
and Exhibition in the spring that will 
celebrate the city’s sesquicentennial.

Commemorating Neenah’s 150 years 
of incorporation as a city, the 2023 Pho-
to Contest will have just one category 
for photos: the spirit and beauty of the 
city of Neenah. 

The Arts Council is looking for pho-
tos that highlight landmarks, cityscapes, 
scenic views and iconic features. Photos 
must have been taken in the city be-
tween Jan. 1, 2022, and March 1, 2023.

Photographers can submit up to six 
photos, and those from novice photog-
raphers under age 18 will be judged sep-
arately. 

Entries must be submitted in both 
print and digitally and will be accepted 
March 1-31 via the Neenah Public Li-
brary website. 

Photos will be displayed in the Shat-
tuck Community Room at the library 
throughout April. 

Contest details will be available this 
month at neenahlibrary.org. 

For more information, contact library 
director and Arts Council member 
Gretchen Raab at director@neenahli-
brary.org. 

Photo by Chris Kuhlow

A photo by Chris Kuhlow was submitted in 
last year’s Arts Council contest.

 

Friday, Dec. 30
Doo-Wop Daddies, 6 p.m., Bridge-

wood Resort Hotel

Saturday, Dec. 31
New Year’s Eve Party, 5 p.m., Ground 

Round

Wednesday, Jan. 4
Vaccine clinic, 3 p.m., Neenah Public 

Library

Thursday, Jan. 5
Meditation session with Zen River 

Sangha, 6 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Mu-
seum of Glass

Friday, Jan. 6
Fitness Friday, 9:15 a.m., Neenah Pub-

lic Library

Saturday, Jan. 7
Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-

strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Calendar 
of events

Toward Harmony with Nature Conference speaker set
The 26th Toward Harmony with Nature 

conference with Wild Ones Fox Valley Area 
is set for Jan. 28 at the Culvers Family Wel-
come Center at the University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh. 

Keynote speaker will be Stanley Temple, 
professor emeritus in the Department of 
Forest and Wildlife Ecology at UW-Madi-
son and a senior fellow PhD on Aldo Leo-
pold, Land Health, and the Resilience of 
Nature. 

For 32 years Temple occupied the faculty 
position once held by Leopold. He and his 
students have worked on conservation prob-
lems in 21 different countries and helped 
save some of the rarest and most endangered 

species and habitats on which they depend. 
The conference that runs from 8 a.m. to 

4:15 p.m. includes an address by Jennifer J. 
Wilhoit titled “Native Species and Ecotones: 
We Can’t Do Without Them.” 

Four other expert speakers will add 
knowledge on ways to create healthy habi-
tats through natural landscaping and inva-
sives control. 

Participants can visit with vendors and ex-
hibitors, pick up resource materials and bid 
on silent auction items. Details, fees and reg-
istration are available at TowardHarmony-
withNature.org. A virtual option is available. 
Email wildonesfoxvalley@gmail.com with 
questions.

Shelter concerns arise with weather 
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Winnebago County Executive Jon 
Doemel issued a declaration to tempo-
rarily open up shelter for homeless peo-
ple and expressed support for marijuana 
reform but not a legalization referendum 
during the County Board of Supervisors’ 
Tuesday meeting.

Doemel mad the emergency declaration 
in response to winter storms this week. He 
said it will allow county staff to prepare 
and quickly respond to weather-related 
emergencies. 

The declaration will also allow Human 
Services to find temporary placement 
for those in need in the wake of the Day 
By Day Warming Shelter in Oshkosh an-
nouncing its closure through Jan. 9. 

In a press release, shelter board pres-
ident Gretchen Withers wrote that the 
shelter is temporarily closing due to ille-
gal drug use by guests and extreme staff 
shortages. She said the shelter will use the 
time to ensure it is free from drugs and 
paraphernalia.

Doemel said high-risk individuals will 
not be placed in hotels or shelters and 
instead the county will take over running 
the shelter. 

“In essence, we will be running a homeless 
shelter for the next three weeks,” he said.

Marijuana referendum
Whether Winnebago County residents 

will be able to weigh in next year on the 
legalization of marijuana was a hot top-
ic at the meeting, as the board was set to 
vote on whether to hold an advisory refer-
endum on legalization during the April 4 
spring election.

Several county residents told the board 
that marijuana is a gateway drug that leads 
to harder drugs. One resident listed the 
names of several mass shooters and point-
ed out that they were all users of marijuana. 

As of last month, 21 states have legalized 
marijuana for recreational use. Bordering 
states Minnesota and Iowa have legalized 
medicinal marijuana, while Michigan and 
Illinois have legalized recreational use. 

In September, Gov. Tony Evers an-
nounced that he would include marijuana 
legalization and decriminalization in the 
upcoming 2023 state budget.

Doemel said he supports marijuana re-
form but would not support an advisory 
referendum. He suggested the board re-
view the county code and statutes related 
to marijuana possession. 

District 28 Supervisor Nate Gustafson 
moved to have the marijuana advisory 
referendum request sent to the legislative 
committee. 

District 26 Supervisor Conley Hanson 
requested that it also be sent to the judi-
ciary committee, referring to a memo is-
sued by the Winnebago County District 
Attorney office in February.

The memo indicated the office has 
ceased criminal prosecution of personal 
use marijuana cases. The DA’s office re-
quested that personal use marijuana cases 
be handled as ordinance violations or sent 
to an alternative program.

In order for the referendum to be on the 
April ballot, it would need to be submit-
ted by Jan. 24. The legislative committee’s 
next meeting is Jan. 29.

District 24 Supervisor Andy Buck said 
the purpose of sending the resolution 
back to the committees is so that it fails. 

“It’s not to let people’s voices be heard 
at the ballot box, it’s to kill this and not let 
your constituents have an idea about this 
issue,” he said.

The board voted to send the resolution 
back to the committees, indicating resi-
dents will not weigh in on marijuana le-
galization at the spring election.
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Photo by David Hall

Holiday concert
The Neenah Community Band performed its winter concert Sunday at the high school’s Pickard Auditorium, where it was announced 
the group will be playing at Gov. Tony Evers’ inauguration Jan. 3 in Madison.

their own supplies. Dennis said it was 
“the worst experience you could possibly 
have.”

Frantz’s work resulted in an inch of ce-
ment dust coating the inside of the home 
and the new windows couldn’t be opened 
all the way due to floor joists. 

The Drewas said they are out more than 
$10,000 due to the botched work and they 
had to pay a different company to repair 
the damages.

Documents indicate that in April, a 
couple contacted Neenah police to report 
Frantz for contractor fraud after he took 
payment of $1,240 with no services pro-
vided. The victims said that they’re elderly 
and on a fixed income.

“This created stress and financial hard-
ship as we have to save for projects like 
this and it was a substantial sum,” they 
wrote in a victim impact statement.

The officer investigating located two 
additional police reports on Frantz with 
similar details. Documents indicate the 
Winnebago County District Attorney’s 
Office declined to file charges on one of 
the complaints because Frantz paid the 
victim back. The second complaint was 
under review for possible charges.

“Tyler Frantz will contract to do work 
for a party, take the down payment and 
not complete the work,” the officer wrote.

A third victim reported to police they 
sent Frantz a check for $1,000 and set up 
five appointments to have a sliding door 
installed and Frantz never showed up for 
any of them. A fourth victim, who was 
out more than $2,000, declined to press 
charges.

Police contacted ABC Supply Co. in 
Neenah, who Frantz ordered materials 
through, and verified there could be 12 or 
more victims whose orders were placed 
with ABC Supply and were not paid for by 
Wisconsin Windows. 

In September, Frantz was charged in 
Winnebago County with two misdemean-
or counts of theft by false representation. 
Each count carries a fine of up to $10,000 
and up to nine months in jail. 

In October, Frantz was charged in Door 
County with a felony count of theft in a 
business setting, which carries a fine of up 
to $10,000 and up to 3.5 years in prison. 
That charge stems from a complaint made 
by Martha Baker of Baileys Harbor. 

Baker said she gave Frantz $4,000 to re-

place windows in her home in April 2021, 
with the work expected to be completed 
by August of that year. Frantz never com-
pleted the work and a year later Baker re-
ceived a call from ABC Supply who asked 
if she still wanted the windows Frantz or-
dered. 

ABC Supply informed Baker that Wis-
consin Windows was out of business. Bak-
er contacted police and pressed charges.

In both cases, Frantz has asked to be 
appointed a public defender to represent 
him.

Frantz has been fined more than $8,300 
by Wisconsin Department of Workforce 
Development for two worker’s compen-
sation penalty warrants and a delinquent 
unemployment tax warrant.

The Drewas didn’t press criminal 
charges but they took Frantz to small 
claims court and were awarded $7,616. 
They said they don’t think they’ll ever see 
the money because Frantz filed for bank-
ruptcy earlier this year. 

“I don’t think he should legally be al-
lowed to file bankruptcy,” Stephanie said. 
“He should never be allowed to have a 
business ever again.” 

According to the bankruptcy filing, 
Frantz disclosed total assets of $18,734, 
and total debt of more than $192,000.

The business debts listed in the filing 
include more than $48,000 for work that 
Frantz took payment to complete and 
never performed.

In October, the U.S. Trustee Program 
filed a complaint asking a judge to deny 
Frantz’s request to have his bankruptcy 
debt discharged. 

Documents indicate Frantz obtained 
two Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
loans in April and May 2021, totaling 
more than $45,000, and failed to keep 
any records demonstrating that the funds 
were used for business expenses. 

Frantz did not disclose the PPP loans 
on his initial bankruptcy statement of fi-

nancial affairs. He later amended the state-
ment to include the PPP loans after being 
questioned by the U.S. Trustee.

According to the complaint, Frantz also 
failed to disclose personal and business 
bank accounts he had opened within a 
year of his bankruptcy filing and gave false 
testimony that he did not use the Wiscon-
sin Windows bank account for personal 
expenses. 

A review of the Wisconsin Windows 
account revealed payments for personal 
expenses between April and August 2021, 
including $945 in purchases at Pawn 
America; $3,321 in transfers to his rela-
tive Tracy Frantz; $5,590 in checks issued 
for whom the payee is not identified; and 
$16,921 in electronic transfers to a friend, 
Kate Meyer, of Neenah.

An attorney for the U.S. Trustee wrote 
that Frantz’s errors and omissions demon-
strate “his intent to defraud or his reckless 
indifference for the truth.”

Frantz did not respond to a request for 
comment. 

Dennis said Frantz should be in jail.
“I think he’s just a thief,” he said. “He 

needs to reimburse everybody for every-
thing he’s done.”

Wisconsin Windows was listed online 
as closed earlier this year. The business’ 
former address is the location of a home 
Frantz shares with Meyer.

Meyer said Wisconsin Windows is no 
longer operating at the location and she 
shouted expletives at a reporter. 

Baker said she’d like to see Meyer held 
accountable as well.

“She’s just as culpable,” Baker said. “I 
think she’s awful, too, and I’d love to see 
them both rotting in jail.”

The Drewas said they don’t want any-
one else to fall victim to a bad contractor. 
After this experience, they said they will 
not give a contractor a down payment. 
They urged others to research contractors 
online and to look at their reviews and ref-
erences. 

Stephanie said to also check into the 
contractor’s background, as she later 
learned Frantz had a previous conviction 
from 2010 for armed robbery. 

“If we would have looked like we should 
have, we would have never had him in our 
house,” she said.

Baker encouraged other victims to 
come forward to police.

“You don’t just do that to people,” she 
said. “What he did was a bad, horrible, 
wrong thing to do.”

Window contractor
from Page 1

Submitted photo

More damage to the house of Dennis and 
Stephanie Drewa is pictured.

homes at the site. The development plans 
were later altered to eliminate the duplex-
es and townhomes due to heavy opposi-
tion from neighboring residents. 

The final plan that Dumke presented to 
the council was to build 89 apartments in-
side the Shattuck building and construct 
49 single-family homes at the site. Four 
acres of green space would be donated to 
the city to be made into a park.

At a Dec. 7 meeting, the council was 
swayed by opposition from residents and 
voted against rezoning. 

Dumke said at the meeting that North-
pointe would back out on the sale if the city 
denied rezoning. The contract gave him un-
til Dec. 15 to make a final decision. He did 
not respond to a request for comment.

NJSD communications director Jim 
Strick said he could not confirm wheth-
er Dumke had backed out or if he asked 
for an extension. The school board met in 
closed session Tuesday to discuss the site. 

Strick said that after the meeting it was 
discovered that it wasn’t properly posted 
to the public, so any discussion or action 
taken will be rescinded. The board met in 
closed session again Thursday to discuss 
the property. 

Ahead of the meeting, resident Tamara 
Hasz said she emailed the school board 
about her intent to purchase Shattuck, of-
fering the same terms as the Northpointe 
sale, but without a rezoning contingency. 

Hasz said she would accept input from 
neighboring residents and turn it into a 
community development. She said she’s 
unsure whether the Shattuck building itself 
would be renovated or razed if she were to 
purchase the site. NJSD estimated razing 
the building would cost about $2 million. 

The council met in closed session at its 
regular meeting Wednesday to discuss the 
site. Community development director 
Chris Haese said the department request-
ed the meeting to discuss tax incremental 
financing and the possible investment of 
public funds into the Shattuck property. 

“It became clear that it would be appro-
priate to address any ongoing questions 
aldermen may have regarding this piece 
of property and any city financial involve-
ment in its redevelopment,” he said.

Shattuck site
from Page 1

Neenah Joint School District photo

Spirit of sharing
Spring Road Elementary fourth-grad-
er Angel Kranzusch performed sign 
language for the school’s winter concert 
to assist several of her family members, 
including her parents, who are hearing 
impaired. Angel asked her teacher if she 
could sign the fourth-graders’ perfor-
mance and then decided to sign the 
entire concert.
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Appleton

920.426.9898

2100 Omro Rd., Suite B

Oshkosh
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Novak proving to be leader in Rockets’ wrestling room
By Steve Clark
Neenah News

Wrestling has been part of Nick Novak’s 
routine for as long as he can remember. 

The Neenah High School senior was 
steered toward the sport in kindergarten 
by his father, Nate, a former Neenah High 
School wrestler, and he has been hitting 
the mats ever since. 

Of course, the practices may have 
changed a little. 

“I remember it being a lot of fun in those 
early days,” Novak said. “It’s a lot of basic 
wrestling the simple stuff, but you’re a lit-
tle kid so you just roll around on the mat a 
lot. There isn’t much technique there, but 
it was a lot of fun.” 

Novak’s technique has certainly picked 
up from those early days, but wrestling is 
still fun. 

“A big thing we started doing in the 
room is finding things in practice to make 
it fun. Otherwise, wresting can just turn 

into a hard grind,” No-
vak said. “If you try to 
find the fun in things 
and make it a compe-
tition, it’s a lot more 
fun.”

As much fun as 
wrestling is for Novak, 
there is more to it than 
that. 

When asked about 
what he likes most 

about the sport, Novak took a polite pause 
before answering. Not because he was 
searching for an answer but rather be-
cause there were a wealth of possibilities 
to choose from and it seemed like he just 
wanted to be sure. 

“I like how you are out there as an in-
dividual. If you make a mistake or get 
caught in something, you can’t blame it 
on anybody else,” Novak said. “It makes 
you work harder at practice because if you 
work harder, you are going to perform bet-
ter.”

Even when he’s not at practice, Novak is 
always looking to improve.

And with a father who has a background 
in wrestling, well, sometimes that means 
moving some furniture – or trying not to 
break anything – to try some new things. 

“We will talk about moves and we will 
go to the living room and start throwing 
stuff in on each other,” Novak said.

And how does he fare against his dad? 
“Well the most recent time, it didn’t go 

too well,” Novak said. “He’s a bit bigger 
than me. I tried doing some moves and 
they didn’t quite work.”

Against opponents his own size, Novak 
is faring quite well nowadays. 

He has started the season with a 16-3 
record – tied for the most wins on the 
team – and has settled into a role as one of 
the leaders for this year’s talented Rocket 
squad. 

He has wrestled at the varsity level in 
all four years at the high school level – he 
was on Neenah’s state-qualifying team as a 
freshman – and now continues to focus on 
his own goals while preparing the younger 
Rocket wrestlers. 

“Being a leader is a lot of responsibility 
and a lot of fun,” Novak said. “Setting the 
example of working hard, that’s a big thing 
we’ve done year over year. It was shown to 
me as a freshman and through my years, 
so I’m trying to do it this year and pay it 
back.”

And it isn’t just how about to shoot a 
double-leg takedown or work a power half 
either. 

“Having very good sportsmanship and 
respect for each other, which is one of our 
big values. Just trying to teach the younger 
guys those things,” Novak said. “It’s a lot of 
fun getting to know the guys and watching 
them work and get better. Not only on the 

mat but in other areas of life.”
Novak also has his own goals to work 

toward and that’s a big part of his focus as 
well. 

Last season, Novak posted 36 wins and 
earned his first trip to the WIAA State 
Tournament in the 152-pound bracket – 
the same weight he is wrestling at this year. 
He said it was a special moment walking 
out on the Kohl Center floor to compete 
last season. 

“It’s different than any other sporting 
competition I have ever been in. It’s truly 
amazing. It’s so grand, such a big stadium, 
and you walk out there and are like ‘Wow. 
I made it here. I actually did it,’” Novak 
said. “It’s a really cool great experience and 
it’s something that I never forget.”

Now the plan is to get back to Madison 
this February and that goal is something 
he works toward every day. 

“Just because I made it last year, is no 
guarantee that I will make it again this 
year. That’s why I’m still working as hard 
as I can in the room,” Novak said. “What-
ever goal that makes me push the hardest 
and work on the things I need to work, 

that’s what I think about. But when it’s the 
day of, I think about that match.”

But there is more on Novak’s agenda 
than just getting to experience state as 
an individual. He wants to return to the 
Team State Tournament as well and add 
that impressive nugget to his legacy. 

“I would love to go to that again,” Novak 
said. “My freshman year, I was not one of 
the main pushers for getting us there but 
it was still a great experience. If we made 
it again this year, it would be all the better 
because being a senior on the team and 
helping to lead it, it would be so much bet-
ter of an experience and would mean so 
much more to me.”

There’s little doubt that Novak will do 
his part to get the Rockets there as he 
takes the approach of trying to improve 
every day he’s in the practice. 

For him, though, that doesn’t mean add-
ing a lot of new or different moves to his 
repertoire, but rather making sure all the 
tools he takes to the mat are functioning 
perfectly. 

“I only have a few moves that I really do 
a lot and I focus on those and try to make 
them the best that I can,” Novak said. 
“Now, I focus on the little things more 
than I did earlier (in my career). It makes a 
big difference when you are trying to take 
that next step and get better every day.”

Novak doesn’t plan to wrestle in college 
so he knows that his last match this season 
will likely be his last competitive match 
ever. 

Although he plans on returning to the 
Neenah practice room when he can in the 
future and already is thinking about be-
coming a referee or possibly coaching in 
the future, once this season ends he will 
likely be hanging up his headgear for good. 

“It’s going to be weird. It’s definitely 
going to be a change,” Novak said. “I liter-
ally don’t remember a year where I didn’t 
wrestle and I’ve had a lot of fun doing it.”  

Novak

Senior Spotlight

Neenah News

Senior Nick Novak is a returning state qualifier for the Neenah Rockets and has gotten off to a 
16-3 start this season.

JAM ROOM
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F O X V A L L E Y S C H O O L O F M U S I C
324W.Wisconsin Ave #8 • AppletonWI 54911

Low Monthly Rates • Call For Details

920-232-5408

Instruments Provided or Bring Your Own
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PLUMBING

• Residential • Industrial
•Commercial • M.P. #255145

• Licensed and Insured

Not only service,
We provide solutions!

E-RECYCLING

Destroying Your Past to
Protect Your Future

Certified Electronics Recycling
& Data Destruction
Drop-off Service for Residents
Pickup Services for Businesses

(920)232-7373
www.sadoffecycle.com
36 E. 10th Ave Oshkosh

CARPET CLEANING

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Office Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Trusted Erie Agent since 2001

920.385.0782

Oshkosh,WI 54902

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied
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Neenah - Menasha’s
Complete Awards Center
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All-Sport Trophy & Engraving
856 S Commercial Street, Neenah,WI. 54956
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JD Williams, REALTOR®

(920) 252-3633 Cell
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www.sellwithjd.com
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By Dustin Riese
News contributor

In the end, it was a comfortable 73-53 nonconference win 
for the second-ranked Neenah girls basketball team. 

But before the final horn sounded on the Rockets win 
Monday night at the Ron Einerson Fieldhouse, a pesky Bay 
Port squad made things anything close to easy.

“The score may not indicate it, but this was a great battle 
on the floor tonight,” head coach Andy Braunel said. “Credit 
Bay Port for that and the game plan they put in place. They 
forced us into some sloppy play, and we got off to a slow start 
which they capitalized on. Thankfully we settled in as the 
game went on.”

Neenah used a 22-7 run to open the second half to seize 
control of the game after leading by seven points at halftime. 

Allie Ziebell led the Rockets, nearly posting a triple-dou-
ble with 29 points, 11 rebounds and seven assists. Sammie 
Buss added 15 points and Ava Kok had 13 points in the win, 
while the duo combined to finish 8-of-13 from 3-point range. 

As a team, the Rockets knocked down 14 3-pointers in the 
game, which helped key the victory. 

“3’s were big for us, but our offense is really strong when 
we balance our outside shooting with attacking the lane,” 
Braunel said. “It was one of those nights where we were hot 
from distance, and that made things easier for us to drive the 
lane. The second half we found that balance much better and 
started to get easier looks at the basket.”

Braunel also focused on the team’s defense, which helped 
Neenah pull away in the second half.

Yet, Braunel believes the Rockets can be even better in 
that area and need to raise their level of consistency when 
the other team has the ball. 

“Our defense is a key to our overall energy and level of ex-
ecution,” Braunel said. “We have spurts where our defense 
carries us, but then at times we get a little lazy and lack the 
execution. We need to play with more consistency on that 
end of the floor, but that will come with more time together.”

Neenah, which improved to 9-0 overall on the season, re-
turns to the court Friday night (tonight) as it travels to Hor-
tonville for a huge Fox Valley Association matchup. 

The Polar Bears are 8-1 on the season and Braunel is excit-
ed for the challenge his team will face.

“Friday is going to be a big test for us against a very good 
Hortonville club,” he said. “They have been the class of the 
league for a while and if you want to be the best you have to 
beat the best. They are coming off a loss against Kaukauna, so 
we expect them to be hungry and ready to go.”

Rockets top Pirates  
to remain unbeaten

Zephyrs ride 
defense to 
rout of Tigers
Second-ranked St. Mary Catholic 
wins Big East North showdown 
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

When St. Mary Catholic and Howards Grove took 
the floor Tuesday, it was supposed to be a showdown 
between two of the best teams in the Big East North 
Division. 

Both teams came into the game with one loss, with 
the Zephyrs sporting a top-10 ranking in Division 4. 

But what was expected to be a close game turned 
into a blowout as St. Mary Catholic put on a defensive 
clinic to make quick work of the Tigers, 61-35.

“Overall, we played a very good game against a 
tough team,” head coach Jeff Chew said. “We can im-
prove our foul situation as we did get into some foul 
trouble tonight. We also made some poor decisions at 
times, and we just need to start understanding where 
we are offensively as a team.”

It was the press that did the Tigers in as the Zeph-
yrs executed it to perfection in building a 12-0 lead 
to open the game and extending it to a 34-21 lead at 
halftime. 

The Tigers narrowed the gap to 10 early in the sec-
ond half St. Mary Catholic used their press again to 
spark a 20-3 run to stretch the lead to 56-29. 

“We have three different presses that we like to use, 
and we spend a lot of time every day practicing those,” 
Chew said. “Not only do we spend a portion of every 
practice going over some of our presses, but it allows 
us to practice our press break as well. We don’t have 
a ton of teams that press us, but the ones that do we 
are often prepared for given how we do things at prac-
tice.”

Chloe Vogel continued her impressive senior sea-
son with 22 points, while sophomore Emily Vogel 
added 10 points. 

Six other players scored in the game for the Zeph-
yrs, who once again used a balanced scoring attack.

Chloe Vogel is the lone senior on the squad, but just 
because the roster is stocked with underclassmen, it 

doesn’t mean the Zephyrs don’t bring experience to 
the court.

“This is a very fun team and they all enjoy playing 
together,” Chew said. “When they look at our roster 
and they see the age of some of our kids they think 
we are an inexperienced group. Well, three of our kids 
have been starting on varsity for two years and we also 
have a four-year starter in Chole. We have a nice bal-
ance of scoring across the board, but we would like to 
have more of an inside presence at times.”

At 6-1 in conference and 9-1 on the season, St.  
Mary Catholic is tied atop the Big East North stand-
ings with Howards Grove, who came into the game 
unbeaten in conference play. 

The Zephyrs will have a little time off before host-
ing Coleman on Dec. 29.

Photo by Dustin Riese

St. Mary Catholic’s Chloe Vogel goes up for a shot between 
a pair of Howards Grove defenders Tuesday night.
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

94 NITRO BOAT Bad Transom, ’05 135 Merc 
Optimax boat/trlr/motor $2800  

715-250-2793

AKC FOX RED & YELLOW LAB PUPS shots/
worm/vet, F-$675 M-$650 715-257-1330 

(267331)

AKC LAB PUPS All colors worm/dews/shots 
& potty trained, family raised $1000 FB-Pat-

ty’s Puppies 608-853-0170 (WCAN)

CORGI PUPS PUREBRED Vet ckd Shots 
dewormed Well socialized w/kids $800  

N4328 Cty Rd T Shawano 715-758-6282

Crossbow hard case, great shape, Plano 
brand. 

$60.00   Call 920- 410-3779.

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

HO HO HO PERFECTION AKC REG. COCKER 
SPANIEL PUPPIES 6 ready now, 9 ready next 
month. A rainbow of colors & sizes! Payments 
avail. 920-563-3410 mornings (#268588) 

(WCAN)

KRAUS SNOWPLOW CO Hiniker-Snow-
Way-Western-Meyer-Used Boss;  
Sales/Service 920-894-2488 or  

920-948-2812

Mini American Eskimo Pups 5-M $450; 4-F 
$500; Ready 12-19-22, Wormed  

715-754-5004

MINI COCK-A-POOS READY FOR XMAS! Hy-
po-allergenic, Non-shed, shots/vet checked 

F-$600, M-$500 715-758-2433 (WCAN)

MINI GOLDENDOODLES 1 yr health guaran-
tee. $600 Call/text 715-409-0533

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS shots/
wormed/dews Can Deliver $900  

715-255-2661 (269146)

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS Various colors, 
UTD shots, Ready Dec. 22 $650  

715-773-2199

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

SHELTI PUPS M/F 1st shots wormed vet ckd 
see pics on puppyfinder.com 715-758-6118

STANDARD POODLE PUPS Shots/wormed 
Ready to Go! $400 715-921-9708

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 

reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 

Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

TRI-COLOR F1B BERNEDOODLES $1000 
shots vet chk’d wormed dews 715-218-
9247, 715-721-5375 No Sun Calls (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New 
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates 

make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional Installation. Top Quality - Made 
in the USA. Call for free consultation: 877-
544-2415 Ask about our specials! (WCAN)

XMAS PUPS! Adorable Poodles shot/
wormed, Born 10-10-22 Ready to Go! $350 

715-773-1643 after 5 No Sun Calls

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES-AT-
Vs-WATERCRAFT 920-850-9299  

Local Dealer Free Pickup!

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

New Storage Units - Power & Light in-
cluded, 24/7 access. 14x40 with tall door 
and 12x20 with large door. Outer Space 

Storage, 3250 Walter St, Oshkosh 54901, 
cleverly hidden behind Fasco Appliance. 

920/376-0629

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE helps 
Rawhide provide mental health services that 
redirect local Wisconsin youth & adults from 

harmful decisions. Donate Today!  
888-653-2729 (WCAN)

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Obituaries
Mariann Pietila

Mariann Pietila, 80, of Wauwatosa, WI 
passed away on Sunday, December 11, 

2022 at Froedtert 
Hospital with her lov-
ing family by her side.

Mariann was born 
on June 19, 1942 in 
Hancock, Michigan, 
where she lived for 
a few years before 
her family moved to 

Houghton, Michigan. The daughter of 
Anselm and Ida (Aho) Oja, Mariann grad-
uated from Ewen High School in 1961. 
She grew up on the family farm which was 
without electricity for her first two years. 
In spite of her impoverished upbringing, 
Mariann was always cheerful as her parents 
filled their family home with loving sup-
port. She spoke fondly of her upbringing 
and Mariann had a way of focusing on the 
positives and the things she had rather than 
the things she didn’t during her childhood. 
Mariann was also very proud of her Finnish 
heritage. 

After her schooling, Mariann worked as 
an executive secretary for B&H Furniture 
Company of Wauwatosa for the majority 
of her working career and she enjoyed her 
work very much. God blessed Mariann 
with four loving children, Greg, Mark, 
Scott and Shelly and she loved her chil-
dren dearly. Family was the most important 
thing in her life and Mariann made sure her 
family knew they were loved and cared for. 

For leisure, Mariann enjoyed a good 
game of Scrabble, cheering for the Green 
Bay Packers (especially in the Brett Favre 
and Bart Starr years), loved to laugh and 
joke and was a talented baker and seam-
stress. Pasties and fried bread with sugar 

were two of her cooking specialties. She 
shared her love of classic movies with her 
children and grandchildren. Mariann will 
be remembered for her kindness, her sense 
of humor, and her optimism. She will be 
dearly missed by those she leaves behind.

She is survived by her children, Greg 
(Sherry) Pietila of Hartford, WI, Scott 
(Sandy) Pietila of Neenah, WI, and Shelly 
(Anthony) Boyd of Wauwatosa, WI; her 
dear grandchildren, Lauren (Dan) Agosti-
nacchio of Evanston, IL, Haley Pietila of 
Milwaukee, WI, Mark (Nichole) Pietila, 
Jr. of Mukwonago, WI, Michael Pietila of 
Watertown, WI, Matthew Pietila of West 
Bend, WI, Brendan Pietila of Sussex, WI, 
Jared Pietila of Sussex, WI, Malik Boyd of 
Wauwatosa, WI and Enix Boyd of Wauwa-
tosa, WI; her great-grandchildren, Henry, 
Kyler, Tessa, and Lacy; and her sister, Nor-
ma Miller of Ontonagon, MI. She is also 
survived by her nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives, and her loving friends.

She is preceded in death by her parents, 
her dear son, Mark Pietila, the father of her 
children, Kenneth Pietila, and her siblings, 
Eileen Bavin and Elvi Kangas.

Memorials in Mariann’s honor may be 
made to the Waukesha Food Bank.

A Funeral Service to honor Mariann’s life 
was held at 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, De-
cember 21, 2022 at the Prairie Home Cem-
etery Chapel of Waukesha, WI (605 S. Prai-
rie Ave, Waukesha, 53186). Visitation took 
place at the chapel from 11:00AM until the 
time of service. Mariann will be laid to rest 
next to her son in Prairie Home Cemetery 
immediately following the service.

Gibson Family Funeral Homes of Eagle 
and Palmyra, WI is serving the family. To 
place an online condolence, please visit 
gibsonfuneral.com

Prep sports roundup
BOYS BASKETBALL

Neenah splits pair  
of games at tournament

Neenah rolled past Waunakee, 72-45, 
before falling to Joliet West, 83-70, as the 
Rockets went 1-1 at the 60Eight Tour-
nament hosted by Madison College last 
weekend. 

Neenah jumped all over Waunakee on 
Friday, holding the Warriors to just 19 
points in the first half to take a 14-point 
lead. 

Brady Corso knocked down 7-of-9 
3-pointers and finished the game with 27 
points to lead the way for Neenah. Cal 
Klesmit added 16 points, five rebounds 
and five assists in the win, while Jackson 
Schlomann finished with 14 points, five 
rebounds and six assists. 

Against Joliet West, the Rockets erupt-
ed for 43 points in the second half, but 
couldn’t erase an eight-point halftime defi-
cit and suffered the loss.

Klesmit led five players in double fig-
ures with 16 points for Rockets. Corso 
chipped in 12 points, while Schlomann, 
Sam Coulthard and Ethan Hoelzel each 
scored 11 points. 

Hot-shooting Zephyrs  
topple Manty Lutheran

St. Mary Catholic knocked down 12 
3-pointers, including six by Daniel Grif-
fith, as the Zephyrs rolled to an 83-61 win 
over Manitowoc Lutheran on Monday.

Griffith, who last week past the 
1,000-point plateau, finished with 31 points 
and five steals to lead St. Mary Catholic. 

Cole Uhlenbrauck added 12 points and 
Fisher MacKenzie chipped in 10 in the 
win.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Rockets dispose  
of Wildcats in FVA tilt

Allie Ziebell scored 29 points and the 
Rockets remained unbeaten in Fox Valley 
Association play following a 68-35 win 
over Oshkosh West at home last Friday. 

Ziebell hit seven 3-pointers in the game, 
while also leading the team with eight re-
bounds. 

Ava Kok added 12 points in the win for 
Neenah, while Autumn Schabo finished 
with eight.

Zephyrs pull away  
to knock off Lancers

St. Mary Catholic scored 30 points in 
each half and rolled past Manitowoc Lu-
theran, 60-37, last Friday. 

Chloe Vogel finished with 17 points and 
14 rebounds in the win as St. Mary Cath-
olic pulled away in the second half after 
leading by 14 points at halftime. 

Emily Vogel added 15 points and Sien-
na Anderson added 10 for the Zephyrs.
WRESTLING

Rockets take third  
at Illinois tournament

Neenah’s wrestling team took to the 
road last weekend and finished third at 
the 56th annual Rex Whitlach Invitation-
al, hosted by Hillsdale Central (Ill.) High 
School.

The Rockets did not crown any champi-
ons but had four wrestlers finish in the top 
three of their respective weight classes, led 
by Declan Koch, who took second at 120 
pounds. Koch finished 3-1 in the tourna-
ment, including a pair of pins, before los-
ing by decision in the title match. 

Jacob Herm (126), Jayden Sheppard 
(132) and Eric Schraufnagel (220) each 
added third-place finishes. 

Nick Novak (152), Eli Gast (182) and 
Nate Cleveland (285) each finished in 
fifth place. 

Neenah was the only Wisconsin school 
in the 17-team field. 
BOYS HOCKEY

Rockets drop pair  
of one-goal games

The Neenah/Hortonville/Menasha 
hockey team dropped a pair of close games 
over the weekend, falling 3-2 to Eau Claire 
Memorial on Friday before getting tripped 
up 4-3 by Eau Claire North on Saturday, 

On Friday, the Rockets trailed 2-0 after 
the first period but goals from Chase Col-
lins and Luke Sutton in the second period 
knotted things up. Sutton and John Kriz 
assisted on Collins’ goal, while Kriz and 
Cooper Zinda were awarded assists on 
Sutton’s tally. 

The game stayed tied through the third 
period, but Eau Claire Memorial scored five 
minutes into the third period for the win. 

Caleb Moore finished with 35 saves in 
goal. 

Against Eau Claire North, the Rockets 
took a 2-1 lead early in the second peri-
od following goals by Mason Hart and 
Mark Sutton. North answered with three 
straight goals to regain the lead. 

Brendan Selch, off an assist from Braid-
en McCracken, scored in the third period 
to get the Rockets within a goal but that 
would be as close as they would get.

Ty Laabs and Hart also picked up assists 
in the game, while Moore finished with 22 
saves.
SWIMMING

Neenah blows past  
Fond du Lac in FVA dual

The Rockets turned in another domi-
nant effort in a Fox Valley dual meet, win-
ning every event en route to a 140-32 vic-
tory over Fond du Lac on Tuesday. 

Neenah not only won every event, but 
had the top two finishers in eight of the 12 
events, while registering the top three fin-
ishers in five events. 

Winning two individual events for the 
Rockets were Julian Kuehn in the 200-
yard freestyle and 100-yard butterfly; 
Quinn Koeper in the 50-yard freestyle 
and 100-yard freestyle; and Joshua Youn-
gwerth in the 200-yard individual medley 
and 100-yard backstroke. 

Other individual winners for the Rock-
ets were Ryan Foucault in diving, Gideon 
Benner in the 500-yard freestyle and Tan-
ner Trustem in the 100-yard breaststroke. 

The winning relay teams consisted of 
Nick Miller, Trustem, David Murphy and 
Youngwerth in the 200-yard medley re-
lay, Koeper, Kuehn, Braden Louden and 
Trustem in the 200-yard freestyle and 
Kuehn, Youngwerth, Koeper and Jack 
Dorner in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

WRITINGWWRRIITTIINNGG

OPPORTUNITIESOOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITIIEES
Do you have the pulseDo you havee tthee pulsee
on the community?on tthee communittyy?
Interested in featureIntteereesstteedd in ffeeeatturee
stories or prep sports?sttorieess or preep sporttss?

We are looking for writers interested in creatingWe are looking for writers interested in creating

community features, news stories or sportscommunity features, news stories or sports

reporting on a freelance basis for either thereporting on a freelance basis for either the

Oshkosh Herald or Neenah News weeklyOshkosh Herald or Neenah News weekly

newspapers. Submissions would need a localnewspapers. Submissions would need a local

focus that also can connect to broader topics.focus that also can connect to broader topics.

Compensation is on a story-by-story basis.Compensation is on a story-by-story basis.

Contact editor@oshkoshherald.com to get more details.
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Lunch time!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

V
O
U
N
C
E
A
F
T
I

B
R
E
T
T
I
R
C
X
A

K
E
T
R
U
N
K
M
M
T

S
H
V
S
N
O
U
T
E
E

S
P
B
U
R
H
S
L
L
R

O
A
E
S
G
E
L
L
E
M

I
A
F
E
H
H
M
A
P
I

L
N
O
R
D
R
B
M
H
T

X
T
Q
H
I
Y
E
S
A
E

E
S
U
O
M
C
K
W
N
S

AFRICA
ANTS
CRITTER
ELEPHANT
LEGS
MOUSE
OUNCE
SHREW
SHRUB
SMALL
SNOUT
SOIL
SPEEDY
TERMITES
TRUNK

Why is it called an elephant shrew?

Home Sweet Home

How many words can you make using 
the letters in ELEPHANT SHREW?

How many 
elephant shrews 
can you �nd on 

this page?
There is an animal that looks like that. It’s a short-
eared elephant shrew, and it looks like a mouse 
with a trunk. But it’s no mouse.
Elephants are one of the world’s largest animals and elephant 
                shrews are one of the 
     world’s smallest. But 
     they are related!

Follow the maze to see 
which of these animals 

is an elephant shrew 
relative.

     An elephant shrew is 
     not a member of the 
     shrew family. 

Smallest of the Small
The short-eared elephant shrew weighs between 1 and 1.5 ounces (28 
and 43 grams) and has a body length of about 4 inches (10 centimeters). 
Which of these things do you think weigh about 1 ounce?

Circle every other letter to see if you guessed correctly.

W E V A B C T H K O L F C T W H Z E F S A E R W
U E L I D G F H T S I O Y N C E Y O T U M N J C K E

ten penniestwo crayonsAA batterysix sheets of paper

aardvark

Some say the elephant shrew’s long nose, 
or snout, looks like the trunk of an elephant. 
Sometimes it is called a jumping shrew. 
Use the code to discover yet another name 
for this tiny animal.

Cut and paste these sentences in order to 
find out what these animals eat.

manatee

= A

= E

= G

= I

= N

= S

Critter Combos
Look through the 

newspaper for pictures 
of animals. Cut out 
parts of different 

animals and put them 
together to make up a 

new animal. Give 
your animal a name 

and describe where it 
lives, what it likes to 

eat and how it 
behaves.

An elephant shrew is small but speedy. Color in the spaces with 
two dots red to find out how many miles per hour an elephant 
shrew can run!

Small and Speedy

Short-eared elephant shrews 
live in southern Africa in 
Namibia, Botswana 
and South Africa. They 
like to live in sandy 
soil, dry grass and 
shrub land.
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For nearly 50 yeers, scientists thought a kind of 
elephant shrew, the Somali sengi, had gone 

extinkt, or disappear forevur.

In 2020, scientists travel to Djibouti, a country 
next two Somalia in Africa. They went to look into 
reports that peopul had seen the tiny Somali sengi.

They baited a traps with peanut butter, oatmeal 
and yeast and caught a sengi. This was the furst 

recorded sighting in 50 years. 

Lost and Found

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? Circle the 9 mistakes in this 
article. Then rewrite it correctly on the lines below it. Have 

a family member check your work.

If I were an Animal
Which kind of animal, are you most like? 
If you were an animal, what kind would 

you be and why?

Have A Wonderful,
Safe Holiday Break!

Look for next week’s
Neenah News to complete
the activity page at home.


