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County OKs $33M in ARPA funds

Several supervisors
oppose accepting aid

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeeENAH NEwWS

The Winnebago County Board of Super-
visors voted to accept the second round of
funding from the American Rescue Plan
Act 2021 (ARPA) during its meeting last
week, and to allocate the entire $33.3 mil-
lion to lost revenue from the pandemic

among county departments.

ARPA authorized the federal govern-
ment to deliver $350 billion to state, local,
territorial and tribal governments to bolster
their response to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and deal with its economic impacts. The
funding can be used for investments in wa-
ter, sewer and broadband infrastructure,
essential workers and other expenditures
related to the pandemic.

Winnebago County was allocated $33.3
million to be disbursed in two payments.

The second payment was voted on at the
meeting last week, with several supervisors
voicing opposition to accepting the funds.

District 9 Supervisor Donald Nuss-
baum voted against accepting money from
ARPA.

“It’s a ripoft of the American people,” he
said, adding that he thinks the funding is a
money laundering scam.

District 10 Supervisor Bryan Stafford

See Federal funds on Pace 3

Trail treats

Fox Crossing Parks & Recreation Department’s Trick-or-Treat Trail at Fritsch Park drew hundreds of families last week. Local
businesses and volunteers braved the chilly weather for Halloween funwith the many children in attendance.

Fox Crossing Parks & Recreation photo

Negligence not found in police transport death

Outagamie officers
cleared in May 30 case

By Bethanie Gengler
NEeENAH NEwWS

The Winnebago County District At-
torney’s office has determined that two
Outagamie County Sheriff’s deputies
who were transporting a woman when
she jumped out of the moving vehicle on
State 441 in Fox Crossing and sustained
fatal injuries were not criminally negligent
for failing to engage the child safety locks.

Deputies were transporting 43-year-old
Xee Yang of Grand Chute from St. Eliza-
beth’s Hospital in Appleton to Winnebago
County Mental Health Institution in Osh-
kosh when the incident occurred.

In the days leading up to her death,
Grand Chute police responded to several
calls regarding Yang’s increasingly erratic
behavior. Police responded to a call from
Yang on May 29 and offered to give her a
ride to the hospital if she was willing to go.

Yang declined and said she instead want-
ed to do a religious ritual with her family
and their shaman. Documents indicate
the family performed a Hmong exorcism
on Yang.

On May 30, police again responded to
a call at Yang’s residence and transported
her to St. Elizabeth’s hospital. Documents
indicate the hospital treated Yang for acute
psychosis and agitation. It was noted that
she produced guttural growling and in-
gested a religious piece of fabric jewelry
from her wrist. Due to aggressive behav-
ior, both of her arms were handcuffed to
the bed rails.

Yang was committed and the Outag-
amie County Sheriff’s Office was called
to transport her from the hospital to Win-
nebago Mental Health. Deputies James
Stordock and Thomas Van Horn placed
Yang in handcuffs and attached them to
a belly band, a restraint around her waist,
and wheeled her in a wheelchair to the
transport van. The deputies secured her in
the back seat and seat belted her in before

departing just after 5:30 p.m.

During transport, Stordock, who was
driving, asked Van Horn to check on Yang
because he noticed her doing something
in the backseat. Van Horn checked on
Yang and she told him she was cold and
her blanket fell off. Stordock turned down
the air conditioning. At some point it is
believed that Yang removed her seatbelt.

About 15 minutes into the trip, while
traveling on State 441 where the speed
limit is 65 miles per hour, Van Horn heard
the noise of a sliding door opening and
highway noise. He checked the back seat
and saw Yang stand in the door frame
and leap from the vehicle. Because of the
handcuffs and belly restraint, she could
not use her arms to break her fall.

Yang rolled into the center lane of the
highway. Witness Paul Rosen, a retired
West Allis police officer, swerved into
the next lane, narrowly missing her body
with his vehicle, coming close enough that
blood spatter was located on his vehicle.
A witness traveling behind Rosen said

he saw Rosen swerve into his lane and he
believed Yang was struck by the vehicle
based on the way her body was rolling.

Rosen stopped his vehicle and checked
on Yang. He yelled to the officers to call
911 and grab their first-aid kit. Rosen was
told by a deputy that the transport van
did not carry first aid equipment, which
shocked him, documents state.

Van Horn initiated CPR and asked Stor-
dock to check the van for a bag valve mask,
which is used to provide breath during
CPR, which Stordock was unable to lo-
cate in the van.

A second witness, Lisa Conn, a medical
caregiver who has almost achieved CNA
status, pulled over, exited her vehicle and
approached the deputies. Conn said the
deputies appeared to be in shock. She
checked Yang’s pulse and found she had
a faint heart pulse. Conn returned to her
vehicle to try to find something to open
Yang’s airway but wasn’t successful.

See Police transport on PAGE 7
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Commercial St. review, police station funds OK'd

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

The Neenah Common Council at its
meeting last week approved additional
funding for Commercial Street studies,
agreed to add air conditioning to the po-
lice firearms range being constructed and
delayed a decision on whether to continue
providing two police officers to the school
district and welcomed a new human re-
sources director.

Reconstruction updates

The council approved a change order
and additional funding to fulfill state De-
partment of Transportation requirements
as part of the Commercial Street recon-
struction project.

The approved change order was in the
amount of $10,180 to conduct an archae-
ology field survey on Commercial. The
survey team will gather background infor-
mation on known cultural resources in the
project areas, conduct fieldwork including
shovel testing properties, clean and catalog
any artifacts that are located and provide a
full report detailing the survey results.

The council also approved spending
up to $13,800 to conduct an intersection
control evaluation at South Commercial
and Winneconne Avenue as part of the
project. The report will be used to deter-
mine the most appropriate intersection
designs for the future. Alternatives that
the consulting company will consider in-
clude the addition of a traffic signal with
lane improvements, a multilane round-
about or a five-legged roundabout with
Church Street realignment.

Police department expansion

The council approved funding for an
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air conditioning unit and generator sys-
tem upgrades as part of the Neenah Police
Department expansion. The cost of the
expansion was originally estimated to be
about $5.5 million but rising costs and
inflation pushed the project to about $1.4
million over budget.

Police Chief Aaron Olson said at an
Oct. 11 Public Services & Safety Com-
mittee meeting that the proposed firearms
range needs to have an air conditioning
unit added due to humidity and safety
concerns that officers could either slip and
fall or equipment could jam. The total esti-
mated cost for adding the air conditioning
unit is $121,043.

Miron Construction also recommend-
ed that the generator system be upgraded
to handle the load of the new department
addition. If the addition is not tied into
the existing generator, officers would not
be able to use any part of the expansion
during an outage. The cost of that upgrade
would be $43,138. The council voted
unanimously to approve funding the air
conditioner and generator upgrades.

School resource officers

The decision on whether the police will
continue to provide two school resource
officers (SRO) to the Neenah Joint School
District next year was delayed.

Chief Olson said at an Oct. 11 Public
Services & Safety Committee meeting
that Superintendent Mary Pfeiffer in-
formed him that as of July 9 the district
would only be funding one SRO for the
middle and elementary schools. Olson
said negotiations have been ongoing with
the district on the current funding level
that reimburses the city 75% of the cost
for two SROs for 52 weeks.

Formerly called the police school li-
aison officer, SROs are responsible for
law enforcement activities at the school
during regular hours, but not general stu-
dent discipline.

With the completion of the new Neenah
High School next year, middle school stu-
dents will move to the former high school.
Roosevelt and Wilson Elementary students
will move to Horace Mann and Alliance
Charter School will move to Wilson.

Olson said the new configuration is go-
ing to be a challenge for police. He said
the officer at the middle school can’t keep
up with all the calls and that elementary
school calls average more than 100 per
year, making it unsustainable to expect
one SRO to cover the middle school and
all elementary schools. He said the dis-
trict’s decision is setting the city up to look
like they don’t care about the students.

With the new high school in Fox Cross-
ing, Neenah police will no longer be sup-
plying an officer at that location. Alderper-
son Todd Stevenson said Pfeiffer doesn’t
want to fund a second SRO in Neenah
because the district will also need to fund
one in Fox Crossing.

The council was set to vote on whether
Neenah police will continue to provide
two SROs to the district at the meeting
but instead tabled the issue for a later date.

New HR director

Amy Fairchild was introduced as the
city’s new HR director at the meeting.
Fairchild relocated to Neenah from Sand
Springs, Okla.

“I made the 850-mile trek up here to
serve your wonderful citizens and em-
ployees and I'm excited to (serve),” she
said.

Hydroponics project earns teaching award

Neenah High School STEM teach-
er Emily Bennett was awarded a total of
$12,000 in the national 2022 Voya Un-
sung Heroes awards program that will
help bring “Hydroponics Lab” to the
school district..

Bennett’s Hydroponics Lab focuses on
the crops in 13 hydroponics units that
have provided students with the chance
to see where their food comes from while
promoting a healthy lifestyle.

As a second-place winner, Bennett will
receive the $10,000 award in addition to
$2,000 she received as one of the 50 na-
tional finalists.

Bennett will be able to expand the ex-
isting program by installing additional
hydroponics units that can harvest up to
60 pounds of lettuce per week for students
and staff. The lab will be run by students
who will also receive high school and col-
lege credit.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

1940s Halloween

Children are shown dressed up for Halloween
in 1949. Local schools hosted Halloween par-
ties that were sponsored by the Neenah Kiwan-
is Club and Parks and Recreation. The largest
party and dance were held in the high school

gym for middle and high schoolers. Off-duty
police officers were in charge of that event.
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Future of county diversity
panel remains in doubt

By Bethanie Gengler
NEENAH NEWS

Infighting among county supervisors
regarding the potential dissolution of the
Winnebago County Diversity Affairs Com-
mission (DAC) continued at a Board of Su-
pervisors meeting last week.

District 1 Supervisor Rachael Dowling
chastised District 25 Supervisor Karen Pow-
ers for implying that members of the DAC
were racist and accusing
a member of being a
part of QAnon, a right-
wing conspiracy theory.

Powers said she didn’t
accuse a DAC member
of being a part of QA-
non but said she relayed
information that she was
told by a resident that a m
committee member was
apart of QAnon.

“No one has insulted anyone and certainly
have not insulted Supervisor Dowling in any
way whatsoever and if she has something
written or something recorded that she can
prove me wrong, bring it on,” Powers said.

Board chair Thomas Egan said the person
of concern was warned about what could
happen next time.

“Remember, we're all grownups here,” he
said.

The fate of the DAC has been a heated
topic in recent months, with the commis-
sion adopting a resolution to dissolve itself
at a meeting in August.

County executive Jon Doemel said during
the September Board of Supervisors meet-
ing that he was considering disbanding the
commission, stating he has struggled to
maintain a full commission and the DAC
has become political.

The DAC is overseen by the UW Educa-
tion, Extension and Agriculture Committee.
That committee discussed dissolving the
DAC last month.

According to the resolution, the commis-
sion is ineffective and the relationship with
the Agriculture Committee is dysfunctional.
Some members of the Agriculture Com-
mittee disagree, expressing that they feel the

push to dissolve will affirm that diversity has
taken a step back in the county.

District 13 Supervisor Steven Binder
said during the discussion that Doemel has
done everything in his power to dismantle
the DAC. He said he offered Doemel many
qualified candidates to be on the commis-
sion and Doemel didn’t appoint any of them.
The committee voted to table the dissolu-
tion vote until November.

At the Oct. 13 DAC meeting, member
Kathryn Noll-Arias questioned the motives
behind dissolution.

“I personally do find it extremely curious
that two new members, almost brand-new
members, joined this committee, one of
them volunteering to be chair, only to im-
mediately request at the exact same meeting
that this committee be dissolved,” she said,
referring to the August meeting where Jared
Longsine was elected as chair and Dowling
as vice chair, after which Longsine motioned
to dissolve the DAC, which Dowling sec-
onded.

At the October meeting, two other peo-
ple interested in becoming members attend-
ed. If the DAC is not dissolved, it will vote
on the new members in November. If their
membership is affirmed, the DAC would
send the recommendation to Doemel for
approval.

Part of the DAC’s meeting was spent dis-
cussing the September Agriculture Com-
mittee meeting. Longsine addressed the
comment about a DAC member being a
part of QAnon.

“There are multiple believers of QAnon,
so if any of us five are members of QAnon,
that’s crazy talk,” he said, adding that QAnon
is a conspiracy group that he doesn’t believe.

District S Supervisor Kay Horan said she
feels the commission causes distress and if
the DAC continues, she hopes other com-
mittees provide some oversight and direc-
tion.

Dowling and Horan are bringing the res-
olution to dissolve the DAC to the county
board meeting Nov. 1S. If the board votes
against dissolution, Longsine said they will
be updating the DAC’s bylaws, strategic plan
and future speakers.

Federal funds

FROM PAGE 1

also expressed concerns about accepting
the funding.

“We have a lot of great uses for these dol-
lars and I'm not going to dispute that we
could do alot of good with this, but where I
struggle with this is the money that we take
will also hurt us, so it’s almost like a poison
pill” he said.

District 6 Supervisor Brian Defferding
said he is worried that accepting the funds
will create a fiscal cliff for the county in 20
or 30 years.

“What will happen is eventually the
money will run out and we’ll have to find
ways to continue on with maintaining all
these pet projects,” he said.

District 23 Supervisor Koby Schellenger
encouraged the supervisors to vote in favor
of accepting the funds.

“Ultimately, every dollar that gets spent
has to be run through this board,” he said.
“If you're afraid that accepting this money
will create a problem in 30 years because
of the way we spend it, then choose wisely
when we spend the money. This is about
accepting it, so that we can set a framework,
so we can choose which projects we should

fund.”

District 24 Supervisor Andy Buck ques-
tioned County Executive Jon Doemel, who
said he was unaware if any of the other 71
counties in Wisconsin had declined ARPA
funds.

The board voted 27-9 in favor of accept-
ing the ARPA funding. They then discussed
a resolution to disperse the entire $33 mil-
lion to cover revenue losses incurred be-
tween March 4, 2021, and Sept. 30, 2022,
for departments including sheriff, coroner,
emergency management, parks, informa-
tion systems, facilities and property man-
agement, and Park View Health Center.

District 2 Supervisor Rebecca Nichols
expressed concern over the future use of
the fund balances created by the ARPA rev-
enue.

She proposed an amendment to the reso-
lution, adding that the future use of surplus
revenue would await further action based
on recommendations from the ARPA
Strategies and Outcomes Commission.
The board voted against Nichols” proposal.

District 4 Supervisor Paul Eisen strongly
opposed allocating all the ARPA funding to
cover lost revenue. He proposed referring
the amendment to the board’s ARPA Com-
mission, which the board voted against
before voting 27-7 to allocate the entirety
of the $33 million to department revenue
losses.

Pierce Manufacturing photo

Pierce’s Volterra zero-emissions pumper truck is shown in service in Madison.

Pierce fire pumper wins award

Neenah News

Pierce Manufacturing’s Volterra zero-emis-
sions pumper has won the annual Coolest
Thing Made in Wisconsin competition.

The Appleton-based Oshkosh Corp. com-
pany with facilities in the Town of Neenah
and Fox Crossing was among 16 finalists in
the 2022 competition, which included seven
products manufactured in Northeast Wis-
consin. The contest is sponsored by Wiscon-
sin Manufacturers & Commerce (WMC)
and Johnson Financial Group to highlight
innovative products made in Wisconsin.

“Throughout the competition, a strong
sense of pride and dedication to innovation
was evident with every match-up,” said Lisa
Barwick, vice president of marketing in the
Fire & Emergency Segment for Oshkosh

Corp. “Winning is an incredible distinction,
and we are thankful for the support of our
Oshkosh Corp. and Pierce team members,
the community, our dealer network across
North America, and our customers.”

Since the Volterra’s introduction in 2021,
Pierce has placed three zero-emissions
pumpers into three communities: Madison,
Portland, Ore., and Gilbert, Ariz.

WMC received more than 100 nominees
for its seventh annual contest that had been
narrowed down to 16 this week.

Neenah-based businesses nominated
were personalized lithopanes from Anoth-
er Turn Woodworks, Quidel Savanna from
Plexus Corp., handcrafted mugs from Sunset
Hill Stoneware and Big Bag Yellow Popcorn
from Valley Popcorn Co.

Your preferred provider in Neenah
Dr. Melissa Dintelman

“I have been an Audiologist for over
22 years. My favorite part is working with
the great variety of patients and getting

the opportunity to know each person
individually. By focusing on truly listening
to what my patients have to say, | can
better understand their concerns and
what is most important to them as an
individual.”

-Dr. Dintelman

Check Your hearing

YES NO

() () Has it been tough to follow
conversations on video chats?

Is it challenging to hear on the

phone?
OO

YES NO
() () Do others seem to mumble or

speak too softly?
() () Do you frequently say,“Huh?”
or“What?”
() () Have you struggled to
understand people speaking
with masks on?

Do you miss key words in a
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about
your TV volume?

If you or a loved one answered “yes” to any of these
questions, it could mean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.
Call us to schedule an evaluation today.

Neenah - 1148 Westowne Drive
Conveniently located off Winneconne Ave.

AV Fox Valley
Hearing
— Center, I53Tell  Additional locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

920.267.4999

www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com
Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.




PAGE 4 | NEENAHNEWSNOW.COM

OcToBER 28, 2022

Students learn how to work at election polls

By Laurie Schlosser
UW OsHkosH Topay

The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is
helping to foster a successful election Now.
8, supplying a class of trained student poll
workers.

More than two dozen students from the
Quest IIT course Essentials of Civic Engage-
ment were trained in class by Oshkosh City
Clerk Jessi Balcom and two representatives
of her office. Balcom said the students will
serve as paid election inspectors, helping to
staff the 15 polling locations in the city.

With elections being such an important
part of government — how leaders and repre-
sentatives are chosen in the political process
— Balcom is grateful for those who provide
their time and talent to make sure those who
are eligible and willing to vote will have the
opportunity on Election Day.

Franklin native, Kesha Patel, a sophomore
majoring in biomedical science, said she will
be helping people get through Election Day
processes and is assigned to the Oshkosh
Public Library polling site.

“T am excited to work as a poll worker but
also very nervous,” she said. “I am excited
because this is something that I have never
done before. I have voted but it will be inter-
esting to work behind the scenes to see what
goes on in the background.”

Patel has a few nerves, when she considers
the job involves people’s ballots and votes.

“Our class focuses on lots of aspects of
civic engagement and how we as individuals
can apply those practices in everyday life,”
said Sam Ramaeker, a sophomore student
from Neenah who is considering major-
ing in secondary education with a history
emphasis or special education. “I think this
class is very helpful and contains important

UW Oshkosh photo

College students from a civil engagement class at UW Oshkosh learned about the local voting process.

information that every U.S. citizen should
know.”

Kaya Boettcher, a sophomore from Neen-
ah majoring in ecological and organismal bi-
ology, said she will be working at Sunnyview
Christian Church.

Some of the training students received in-
volved getting voter information, including
legal name and place of residence. They were
trained how to register people on the day of
the election, providing them with the cor-
rect ballot based on their address, and even
how to find voters’ correct polling place.

“I'm not a huge fan of politics in general
because I do not really identify with either
party, but I do think this class is beneficial,”
she said. “I have already learned that al-
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though I do not agree with any one party,
engagement in the community is still ex-
tremely important.”

Memorable experiences will undoubtedly
come during a full day at the polls with hotly
contested state races and predicted strong
voter turnout.

“This work has a value for our students
in that it helps them understand our demo-
cratic process and their ability to participate
in it,” said James Krueger, political science
department chair who is teaching the class.
“It also provides a substantial benefit to oth-
er students who might be more interested
in voting if they see their peers staffing the
polls and offering to help them register to
vote”

Krueger said the 26 student workers will
help ensure polling places throughout Osh-
kosh are better staffed and should help avoid
formation of long wait lines at the polls.

Students who start their college career at
UW Oshkosh take Quest I and Quest II in
their first year as well as a public speaking
class and a writing class, as part of the Uni-
versity Studies Program.

In Quest I1I courses students extend their
classroom into a community setting, work-
ing with alocal nonprofit, community group
or campus partner. The experience allows
students to apply their classroom learning to
a real-world practical experience and return
to the classroom with a higher proficiency.

UWO has had a relationship with the city
clerk’s office through the American Democ-
racy Project (ADP) since at least 2010.

Krueger said Mike Lueder, UWO’s Cen-
ter for Civic and Community Engagement
director, approached the clerk’s office in Au-
gust after they discussed scaling up the expe-
rience from ADP interns to an entire Quest
III class.

The Quest III course is optional but
counts for the civic engagement minor
through the political science department.
Students were given the option to help with
voter registration, event planning, working
with county political parties or poll working
for their service learning in class. Nearly 30
of the S0 chose poll working.

“Having students from UW Oshkosh
who are investing in their education and
community through the political science
department, working at the election is won-
derful,” Balcom said. “T hope they will share
their experience with friends and family and
encourage others to sign up to work at the
polls and to vote”

Sturgeon spearing license deadline nears

Those interested in sturgeon spearing
have until Monday to purchase a license
for the 2023 Lake Winnebago sturgeon
spearing season.

The season opens Feb. 11 for Lake
Winnebago and the Upriver Lakes of
Butte des Morts, Winneconne and Poy-
gan, and will run for a maximum of 16
days or until any of the predetermined
harvest caps are reached.

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) notes that during the
season, some spearers use technology
such as underwater cameras to help
them harvest a sturgeon.

The DNR considered additional reg-
ulations on technology used during
spearing but decided to not move for-
ward at this time with any additional
restrictions this season.

Resident and nonresident licenses
can be purchased through the GoWild
system or at any license sales location.

The sale of licenses funds a variety of
sturgeon management activities on the
Winnebago system.

All license holders must be at least 12
years old. Licenses for the Lake Win-
nebago spear fishery must be purchased
before Monday except for military per-
sonnel home on leave during the season
and youth who will turn 12 between
Nov. 1 and the last day of the spearing
season.

While there are unlimited licenses
available for Lake Winnebago, the Up-
river Lakes fishery is managed by a pref-
erence point system and limited to 500.

Applicants already authorized for an
Upriver Lakes tag for 2023 have until
the start of the spearing season to pur-
chase a license but cannot purchase one
for Lake Winnebago.

More information on harvest trends
and management can be found on the
DNR'’s sturgeon spearing webpage.

Hunting mentor programs offered by DNR

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) is encouraging experi-
enced hunters to share
their skills and knowl-
edge with novice hunt-
ers by becoming hunt-
ing mentors this fall.

Mentored hunting is
a one-on-one learning
experience that can be
a great way to help new
hunters navigate hunt- m
ing scenarios with the
guidance of somebody with experience.

“Not only do we see interest in learning
to hunt from people of all different back-
grounds, but many established hunters

ask us how to mentor someone new,” said
Emily Iehl, DNR hunting and shooting
sports program specialist.

“Hunting involves skills that can be un-
comfortable to teach and learn with some-
one you don’t know, such as navigating
the woods at night, handling firearms and
processing the emotions that come with
harvesting an animal. Knowing that you
are with somebody you can trust is im-
portant.”

The DNR offers a variety of opportu-
nities to help facilitate mentored hunting
for people of all ages and backgrounds.
Go to dnr.wisconsin.gov under the Hunt-
ing/Hunter Education and Safety for de-
tails.
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Debate students win national honors

Neenah High School seniors Parker De-
Deker and Robert Barthell were among

a speech or debate round or coaching a
practice for younger competitors.

three recipients state-
wide of the National
Speech and Debate
Associations Speaking
and Service Award. The
award was presented to
184 students nation-
ally out of more than
140,000 members of

DeDeker is the reign-
ing national champion
in congressional de-
bate, while Barthell also
participated in national
competition last spring.

DeDeker is a student
representative to the
Board of Education

the organization.
The award recog-
nizes students who have reached the
maximum number of service points in
the student honor society. Students earn
distinction through speech and debate
competition, as well as community ser-
vice, public speaking and leadership activ-
ities. Example activities include judging

and also participates

in orchestra and choir.
Barthell produces the student news report
each week and participates in cross country.
Neenah was one of just 32 schools na-
tionally with more than one recipient. The
only other student from Wisconsin who
was honored was David Jia from Brook-
field East High School.

Alzheimer’s awareness featured in play

In partnership with the ADRC of Win-
nebago County, CLIMB Theatre is pre-
senting its Alzheimer’s Awareness play,
“Grandpa and Lucy,” at 1:30 p.m. Nov. 5 at
the Neenah Public Library.

November is Alzheimer’s Awareness
Month, and CLIMB is helping spread
awareness with “Grandpa and Lucy,” based
on the children’s book by Edie Weinstein.
The youth-centered organization based in
Inver Grove Heights, Minn., uses theater
to teach social-emotional learning. The
touring company brings the programming
to schools and libraries across the Mid-
west, including several dates in Wisconsin.

Starting as a Girl Scout Silver Award
project, Weinstein wrote the book as
a ninth-grader. Artistic director An-
ton Jones then adapted the book into

CLIMB’s play version, which first toured
in 2019. This play aims to help kids and
parents strengthen their intergenerational
relationships with older relatives who may
be struggling with Alzheimer’s or other
forms of dementia.

This event is free and open to the public
ages S and up. There will be a talkback af-
ter the event and Brewing Futures Mobile
Cafe will be selling drinks, hotdogs, pop-
corn and snacks from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
There will be activities for children after
the show from 3 to 4 p.m.

Winnebago County residents have free
access to CLIMB’s online platform of ad-
ditional resources, including an animated
version of the play, fun activities, and sup-
plemental curriculum. For more details go
to climb.org.

Officers immerse in mental health training

Neenah News

Crisis intervention team training was
provided to area law enforcement officers
earlier this month by NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) Oshkosh that
included ride-alongs with Winnebago
County caseworkers.

The 40-hour training brought commu-
nity leaders together to give police officers
more tools to do their job safely and effec-
tively when encountering people living with
mental illness. Officers heard presentations

that gave them techniques for working with
avariety of populations, learned how to safe-
guard their own mental health and the im-
portance of checking on each other.

The week of training culminated with
officers interacting with actors portraying
scenarios they may encounter. This gave
the police a chance to try out what they
had learned during the week.

Research shows that crisis interven-
tion training improves officer attitude and
knowledge about mental illness.

Town of Neenah sets voting equipment test

The public is invited to attend and ob-
serve the testing process for the Town
of Neenah’s voting equipment at 1 p.m.
Tuesday at the Town Hall, 1600 Breeze-
wood Lane.

State law and Election Commission ad-
ministrative rules outline a security pro-
tocol to ensure the integrity of Wisconsin

elections. All municipalities are required to
conduct a public test of their voting equip-
ment within 10 days of each election.
Programming is verified by feeding a set
of pre-marked ballots into each machine and
reviewing the results tape that is generated.
Following the public test, the voting equip-
ment and memory devices are secured.

Volunteer needs

Volunteer Fox Cities’ annual volunteering
and wish list guide can be found at volunteer-
foxcities.org. The publication includes holi-
day-specific volunteer opportunities like bell
ringing, helping at nonprofit holiday fund-
raisers/parties, holiday meals and sorting/
wrapping gifts for nonprofit organizations in
the Fox Valley and Oshkosh. It also includes
wish-list items for local nonprofits.

Make the Ride Happen is seeking vol-
unteers to provide transportation to old-
er adults during the week so they can get
to essential services, such as the grocery
store, pharmacy, dentist and medical ap-
pointments. Drivers are eligible to receive
31 cents per mile. Volunteers and passen-
gers wear facemasks. Contact Jan at 920-
832-9360 or rsvp@volunteerfoxcities.org.

Orphan Animal Rescue Sanctuary
(OARS) is looking for volunteers who love
cats and kittens to help feed, clean and play
with adoptable kitties and cats at 810 S.
Commercial St., Neenah. It usually takes
about two hours. For details, contact Patti
at 920-729-9600 or Iptcomf@gmail.com.

St. Vincent de Paul Neenah/Mena-
sha is seeking friendly cashier volunteers,
at least age 18, with some experience, to
volunteer in four-hour shifts. Staff mem-
bers are available for backup and training
is provided. After 30 days, volunteers
receive a S0 percent discount on every-
thing in the store priced $15 or less. For
details, contact Toni at volunteercoor-
dinator@svdpneenah.com or 920-727-
1766, ext. 3.

Photo from Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Spooky reflections

Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass will offer some pre-Halloween trick-or-treating Sun-
day from 1 to 4:30 p.m. along with its glass art on display, a Halloween scavenger hunt,
Halloween glass art in the Museum Shop, and treats for visitors. Costumes are encouraged.

]

1352 S. Commercial St., Neenah ¢ 920-720-2999
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm, Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. Closed
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Recovery programs seek to solve food waste, insecurity

By Charlie Hildebrand
and Riley Sumner
WIsCONSIN WATCH

Driving a university-owned van, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison student
Morgan Barlin traverses the campus, mak-
ing stops at three dining halls on a spring
afternoon.

At each stop, Barlin is met by kitchen
staff who present her with various leftover
foods, from sweet potatoes to breakfast
omelets. These foods, which would have
otherwise been thrown away, will be re-
distributed to students at no cost.

At the end of her route, Barlin records
the weight of each donation. Her calcu-
lations show that on this day, she saved
271 pounds of food from ending up in the
landfill. Barlin’s organization, the Food
Recovery Network at the UW-Madison,
uses the recovered food to provide free
community meals.

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources’ 2020-21 waste characterization
study estimates that 854,000 tons of food
were thrown away in Wisconsin last year;
more than 70% was still edible, which
DNR calls “wasted food.” While 1.7 bil-
lion pounds of edible food ended up in
the garbage in Wisconsin, 1 in 11 people
across the state faced hunger.

Groups across the state have searched
for alternatives to get food that would be
wasted to people in need.

“(The Food Recovery Network) ad-
dresses both food waste and food inse-
curity at the same time because they’re
paradoxical problems,” said Barlin, who
graduated in May. “We shouldn’t be
throwing away food at the same time that
people in our community are also going
hungry, and so it seems like the most prac-

From Gen Z to Baby
Boomers - Consumers
are looking to Shop Local
and Shop in Person

Your holiday campaign in the Oshkosh
Herald can help highlight relevant
products and programs to get your
sales jingling!

It's the season where election ads and
big box messages crowd the airwaves
and social platforms. Don’t get lost in
the shuffle!

‘Wisconsin Watch photo by Joey Prestley

Anna Thiso, a student volunteer, prepares a dish for the Food Recovery Network’s Tuesday
community meal Sept. 27 in Madison. The group sources leftover food from UW-Madison din-
ing halls, which would have been thrown away, to provide free meals to the community.

tical and easy way to kind of ameliorate
different issues in our food system.”

But redistributing restaurant and gro-
cery food that has not yet spoiled is con-
troversial within the charitable food assis-
tance world — and difficult to accomplish
under existing food-handling standards.

Beyond efforts on the UW-Madison
campus, other programs in Wisconsin in-
tercept still-edible food from grocery and
convenience stores and restaurants that
would normally be heading to the dump-

Benefits of Print:

Print targets your audience

Print offers flexibility and
cost-effectiveness

Print boasts better attention
and retention

Print reaches more consumers over time

Unlike digital ads, print ads stay safe
and unobtrusive

Print ads drive readers to engage
beyond the page

Print enjoys greater visibility

Begin your campaign now in the
Neenah News with Special Rates!

Packages available from

*321!

Happy Holidays package - Minimum of 6 ads (Oct. 7 - Dec. 30, 2022)

ster. In Madison, The River Food Pantry
operates a food recovery program that
collects food from more than 100 stores
around Dane County.

“There’s so much food that is thrown
away every single day,” said Helen Os-
born-Senatus, director of operations at
The River. “If you're in the grocery store
and you see that dollar off coupon, if
that’s not picked up that day, it’s gonna get
tossed”

In 2021, about 40% of the 3.6 million

pounds of food served by The River came
from this recovery program, she said.

“This is quality food that’s safe to eat,
but it’s past the (expiration) date, and
that’s the only reason it’s being thrown
away,” Osborn-Senatus said.

But Osborn-Senatus’ perspective on
the value of food recovery is not univer-
sally shared. Sherrie Tussler, the executive
director of the Hunger Task Force of Mil-
waukee, says her agency refuses to redis-
tribute such food.

“Our organization does not accept do-
nated food from grocery stores or food
that would be otherwise wasted,” Tussler
said. “Our organization has a value of dig-
nity. We will not pass through our food
pantry network any food that we would
not personally give to our best friend.”

Tussler suspects there are other moti-
vations for grocery stores oftloading their
food to these recovery programs.

“There’s this secret in the food bank
world that began with Second Harvest,
and they’re sourcing their food from gro-
cery stores,” Tussler said. “Grocery stores
then don’t have to pay dumpster fees...
(They) can get a tax write off for donat-
ing food — but what is the quality of that
food?”

Waste a matter of taste

Brandon Scholz, the CEO and president
of the Wisconsin Grocers Association, ac-
knowledges such efforts do cut dumpster
fees, but he says that isn’t the only goal.

“When you have to put (food) in the
dumpster, you are wasting that money —
which you don’t want to do,” Scholz said.
“The last thing (grocers) would do, (after)

See Food recovery on PAGe 7
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Police transport

FROM PAGE 1

Van Horn continued CPR until the am-
bulance arrived. Yang was pronounced
dead before arriving at the hospital. It was
determined Yang was able to exit the mov-
ing vehicle because the child safety locks,
which would have prevented her from
opening the back doors from the inside,
were not engaged.

Both of the sherift’s deputies involved
in the transport consented to a blood draw
and were placed on administrative leave
pending the outcome of an investigation
by an outside agency. The Winnebago
County Sheriff’s Department was selected
to complete the investigation.

Documents indicate Van Horn and
Stordock both obtained legal counsel and
refused to consent to an interview about
the incident if it was recorded. According
to a written summary of the interviews,
Van Horn said he didn’t hear Yang remove
her seatbelt and there was no warning
tone indicating the seatbelt was unbuck-
led before her exiting the vehicle.

Van Horn said he had completed at
least 20 transports during his time at the
sheriff’s office. Stordock estimated he
completed hundreds of transports during

his 30-year law enforcement career. Both
deputies confirmed they never received
special training on transports and there
wasn't a checklist used before transport.
They both said they believed all transport
vans had their interior handles disabled
or inaccessible and did not know to check
the child safety locks.

The Winnebago Sheriff’s Department
provided a report of their findings to the
DA’s office for a death review. Assistant
DA Adam Levin reviewed the incident
and concluded that Yang jumped from the
moving van on her own volition.

Levin determined there is no basis
to criminally prosecute the deputies in-
volved because their only role in Yang’s
death was failing to check that the child
safety locks were engaged. He noted there
is no Outagamie Sherift’s Office policy re-
quiring deputies to check the child safety
locks. The sheriff’s office did not respond
to a request for comment.

“I conclude these officers’ failure to
check and enable the child safety lock
setting is not an act constituting criminal-
ly negligent handling or operation of the
transport van, and conclude no criminal
charges are appropriate,” Levin wrote in
the death review.

Yang was a married mother of two
young children.

Food recovery

FROM PAGE 6

they have exhausted all other options, is
throw it away.”

One of these options includes making
banana bread with bananas that are turn-
ing brown. Otherwise food can be donat-
ed to local pantries, he said.

Ian Steele, the food resources manager
at Second Harvest Foodbank of South-
ern Wisconsin, says his organization takes
precautions to ensure donations are safe
to distribute. Second Harvest checks the
temperature of food to ensure there are no
items in the “temperature danger zone.
The Foodbank also checks for potential
cross-contamination between raw and
ready-to-eat items.

Sell-by dates not regulated

Steele notes that, aside from baby food,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture does
not regulate food items’ code dates, which
include consume-by, sell-by and freeze-by
dates, among other phrases.

“Basically, what this means is, a portion
of the food we receive in via donation
and distribute out is in fact past (its) list-
ed code date. (But) this does not impact
the safety of the food being distributed,”
Steele said.

Scholz explains these dates are “more of
a guideline than a requirement,” adding,
“What happens if you eat a product with a
sell-by date of April 7th on April 8th? Re-
ally nothing.”

Grocers are more motivated to keep
food fresh to satisfy customer demand
rather than because of any health code re-
quirement, he said.

“There is not necessarily a specific law
that says you have to get rid of lettuce that
looks brown,” Scholz said. “This is a highly
competitive business, so you don’t want to
have crummy looking produce, because if
your competitors have better looking stuff,
then your customers are going there.”

On a $100 grocery sale, after various
expenses, a grocer is only left with just 80
cents in profit — a margin of less than 1%,
Scholz said.

“If a grocery store is throwing away
food, it’s probably for a reason,” he said.
“There’s probably some foolish retailer
out there that does (throw away food for

no reason), but I can assure you that there
isn’t one in Wisconsin.”

Restaurants must adhere to health
codes that sometimes prompt them to
discard edible food.

Food must be kept at certain tempera-
tures, says Susan Quam, executive vice
president of the Wisconsin Restaurant
Association. If food is continuously kept
within the required temperature range, it
can be re-served and not wasted, she says.

But, “If it’s something that is supposed
to be kept cold, and was kept at room tem-
perature, then you are not able to keep that
product — you must dispose of it within
four hours,” she said.

Restaurants are under the same pres-
sure as grocery stores. Quam says prof-
it margins in the industry are low, and
restaurants are incentivized to reduce
food waste since they are losing money
for each dish that is discarded. But safety
is the top priority.

“Food safety plays a big factor in any-
thing a restaurant does,” she said. “We
protect public health first and foremost.
Ideally we have (restaurant) operators not
doing anything that produces waste.”

Beyond waste produced at grocery
stores and restaurants, Barlin says the ma-
jority of food waste is generated by indi-
viduals. According to the USDA, 31% of
the edible food supply in the United States
was not eaten in 2010 — with consumers
responsible for more lost food than retail-
ers.

That year, consumers threw away 90
billion pounds of food; Barlin notes this
presents a good opportunity for people to
learn how to reduce food waste at home,
with campaigns dedicated to repurposing
food components often thought of as in-
edible, such as broccoli stems.

The task can be as simple as making a
grocery list to avoid overbuying, or edu-
cating themselves on unregulated “best
by” dates to avoid throwing away food
while it’s still edible.

“If you're more attuned to how far your
food has traveled to get to your plate or
who has labored to get that food to your
plate,” Barlin said, “it’s much harder to
throw out that meal.”

The nonprofit Wisconsin Watch collaborates with
WPR, PBS Wisconsin, other news media and the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison School of Journalism
and Mass Communication.

Neenah Parks & Recreation map

Arrowhead updates

Work underway at Arrowhead Park includes rough grading of the western prairie area
leading to development of a stone walking trail. Pier work is planned in 2023, which
will include a gangway leading to a gathering landing and quiet water launch.

of eventd

Friday, Oct. 28
“Ghostbusters: Afterlife” Friday Fami-
ly Fun, 6 p.m., The Plaza & Globe Coffee

Saturday, Oct. 29
Halloween Party, 9 p.m. Ground
Round Neenah

Monday, Oct. 31
Neenabh trick-or-treating, 4-7 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 3

Meditation sessions with Zen River
Sangha, 6 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Mu-
seum

Driver Assist Technologies
Lincoln Embrace Package
Lincoln Co-Pilot360™ 2.1
Revel® Audio

“Worth the drive since 19585.”
“Order Your Lincoln Today!”

LidtkeLincoln.com
701 Park Ave, Beaver Dam - 920-887-1661

Friday, Nov. 4

Linda Sparks and Rhonda Rizzo, First
Friday Concert Series, 2 p.m., Neenah
Public Library

Saturday, Nov. 5

CLIMB Theatre “Grandpa and Lucy,”
1:30 p.m., Neenah Public Library

NHS Helping Hands Art & Craft Fair,
9 a.m., 1275 Tullar Road

Thursday, Nov. 10

Let’s Go Downtown, 5 p.m., 14 down-
town locations

Meditation sessions with Zen River Sang-
ha, 6 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Museum

Friday, Nov. 11

Veterans Day commemoration, 10:30
a.m., Shattuck Park

Meditation sessions with Zen River
Sangha, 6 p.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Mu-
seum
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Rockets ready for rematch with Papermakers

By Steve Clark
NEeENAH NEwWS

It’s time for Round 2.

Fox Valley Association co-champions
Neenah and Kimberly will meet for the
second time this season Friday night at
Rocket Field as the two teams collide in
a WIAA Division 1 Level 2 playoft game.

Kimberly won the regular-season
meeting 31-10 in Week 8, but the Rock-
ets are hoping for a different outcome this
time around where the winner extends
its season at least one more week to face
the winner of the Middleton-Waunakee
game.

“Our kids have risen to the occasion
all season and as coaches, we have to
put them in a situation to have success,”
Neenah head coach Steve Jung said. “Our
kids believe in what we are doing. I ex-
pect it to be a great game.”

One of the most notable differences
this time around is that the Rockets get
to hold the game on their home field. The
regular-season meeting was at Kimberly.

“It’'s awesome to get to play them again,
especially at our place. We got another
shot at them,” said senior lineman Blake
Dietzen. “They got us pretty good but we
didn’t feel like we were 100 percent for
that one. We have to come out fast and
physical. That’s always been our motto.
We didn’t do that the first time.”

Neenah'’s offense is highlighted by se-
nior running back Jase Jenkins, who is
coming off a 163-yard, three-touchdown
performance in the Rockets” 40-14 win
over Brookfield East in last Friday’s play-
off game. Sophomore quarterback Evan
Vanevenhoven added 122 yards on just
nine carries with a touchdown and threw

WIAA playoffs

Division 1, Level 2

(all games Friday at 7 p.m.)
Kimberly (9-1) at Neenah (9-1)
Middleton (7-3) at Waunakee (10-0)
Appleton North (8-2) at Hudson (9-1)
Wausau West (9-1) at Bay Port (10-0)
Mad. Memorial (8-2) at Arrowhead (8-2)
Marquette (6-4) at Hamilton (8-2)
Franklin (8-2) at Muskego (9-1)
Badger (?-1) at Mukwonago (9-1)

for a score as well.

The Rockets led only 7-0 after the first
quarter against the Spartans and the
game was tied early in the second quarter
before the Rockets rattled off 33 straight
points to break the game open.

Jung is looking for an even faster start
against the Papermakers, who blanked
the Rockets in the first half the last time.

“We have to score on our first or sec-
ond drive. That’s a must,” Jung said. They
did some nice things against us defen-
sively and we need to be able to adjust
our game plan and attack what they give
us.

Defensively, the Rockets may look to
change some things up for this meeting
after allowing nearly 400 yards of total
offense the first time.

Kimberly’s talented runner Blake Ber-
ry ran for 228 yards against Neenah,
while quarterback Seth Miron finished
10-o0f-14 for 161 yards, so giving the Pa-
permakers some different looks will cer-
tainly be part of the game plan.

“Hopefully we can catch them off
guard with it,” senior linebacker Trevor

HOME  GARDEN o GIFTS o HOLIDAY

 SeelOun,
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NOV. 1-13TH
EXPERTENCE HOLIDAY CHARM

——y

W00 ,
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LUSH GREENERY FOR YOUR HOME OR OFFLCE

NG625 HWY 57 PLYMOUTH
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www .wmﬂﬂbémﬁo&go#\,&n&com

Neenah News

Neenah quarterback Evan Vanevenhoven runs for a touchdown against Oshkosh North earlier
this season. Vanevenhoven ran for 122 yards in the Rockets’ playoff opener against Brookfield

East last week.

McGinnis said. “That first meeting is the
past, so we just have to move on and be
ready””

Plus, there is more at stake this time
when the two teams hit the field and this
time, that field will be grass and located
in Neenah.

“It’s going to be an awesome atmo-
sphere and our confidence level is going
to be a lot better,” Dietzen said. “We just

have to be sound. We know what we have
to do and all be on the same page and
then just play fast and physical.”

McGinnis echoed Dietzen’s thoughts
about playing at home.

“Its going to be a game-changer,” Mc-
Ginnis said. “If we can get past Kimberly,
that would be a big boost and we would
be unfazed when it comes to who is next.”
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Senior Jack Dorner has been the No. 1 runner all season for the Neenah Rockets and will lead
the defending Division 1 champions into the state meet this weekend in Wisconsin Rapids.

Rockets’ Dorner almost
enjoys going for a run

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEwS

It wasn't full speed ahead for Jack
Dorner when he took up cross country in
seventh grade.

Well, maybe it was. But there just wasn’t
alot of speed there yet.

“I didn’t really like it and I wasn'’t very
good at it,” Dorner said. “I wasn’t very
coordinated or athletic at that point, so
I really didn’t have anything else to do. I
was just going to stick with it and see what
happened. I didn’t expect to be good at
all”

What happened was that Dorner dis-
covered the more he ran, the faster he
would get. So he trained a little bit for his
eighth grade year and started getting bet-
ter. As he entered high school, he started
training even more and that led to some
success.

As a sophomore, he had developed into
a varsity runner and was Neenal'’s fourth
finisher on a team that took seventh at
state and then finished 71st overall and
was the Rockets” second finisher at the
state meet as a junior.

“The middle to end of my sophomore
year, I realized that if I started working
on this, I could actually be pretty good at
it, so then I trained more,” Dorner said.
“Over the course of five years I grew to the
point where I almost enjoy running now,
which makes it easier to train.”

Almost enjoy running?

“I'm getting close,” he said with a smile.

Dorner may not fully enjoy it, yet, but
that hasn’t diminished the results he’s put
up in his senior season.

He finished third at the Fox Valley As-
sociation meet to help lead the Rockets
to their third straight conference title and
27th overall in the program’s history and
followed that up by taking third at the
WIAA Division 1 sectional meet in Ste-
vens Point as Neenah placed second to
earn its 36th trip to the state cross country
meet.

“It was important to finish my career
at state. That was my biggest goal coming
into the year — to get the team to the state
meet,” Dorner said. “This is by far one of
the best teams here at the high school. A
great culture and a great history. It’s awe-
some.”

Dorner said he was disappointed with
his finish at the state meet last year — “The
course kind of surprised me” — but overall,

Senior Spotlight

it was a good day to be a Rocket runner.

Teammate Austin Henderson finished
first in the Division 1 race and that dis-
persed any ill feelings about the day.

“Coming across the finish line and hear-
ing that he had won it, that was easily the
best day of the season and it was one of the
best moments of my high school career,”
Dorner said. “It was so exciting for all of us
to see him do that”

Dorner doesn’t have visions of follow-
ing in Henderson’s exact footsteps Satur-
day, but he is looking for a much better
finish in his second trip around the course
at The Ridges.

“I just want to race well. This year, I
know what to expect and T hope to place in
the top 30 or top 20, we’ll see how it goes,”
Dorner said. “The third mile, it’s probably
the most difficult third mile in a course we
face all season. It’s mostly uphill the whole
third mile so you have to be careful you
don’t go out to fast, but it’s a downhill start
so it’s difficult”

Even if Dorner doesn’t fully enjoy run-
ning, there are advantages that he pulls
from getting out and training.

He said that running on his own gives
him a chance to think about the future —
whether it be an upcoming test in a tough
class or what awaits him three years down
the road. He also uses the time to visualize
arace if there is one upcoming.

But most of all, it keeps him more con-
nected with everything going on.

“Sometimes, it’s just relaxing to go out
and get a good run in. It clears your mind
and it’s great to get the fresh air,” Dorner
said. “T find that I just feel smarter when
I'm running. When I'm not doing some-
thing, I feel sluggish, but I find that during
aseason or when I'm training, I feel sharp-
er”

Dorner hopes to continue running
throughout his life and aims to extend his
competitive running career next year at
the Milwaukee School of Engineering.

If he stays with it long enough, he might
fully enjoy it one day.

“I hope I'm still in that good of shape
to keep doing it when I'm older,” Dorner
said. “I want to run at MSOE. I'd love to
run at the D3 level. I'm not quite good
enough to go D1, but I'm not ready to be
done running yet either.”
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Neenah squads set to make familiar trip to state meet

By Steve Clark

NEENAH NEWS

Both the Neenah High School girls and
boys cross country teams are headed back
to Wisconsin Rapids for the WIAA State
Cross Country Championships.

The girls advanced by finishing first at
the Stevens Point sectional last Saturday,
while the boys took second to earn their
trip to The Ridges Golf Course.

It’s a trip that both teams have made of-
ten.

The girls will be making their 29th ap-
pearance at a state meet as a team, which
is the second most in WIAA history, trail-
ing only Stevens Point’s 31 state trips. The
boys rank sixth overall with 36 appearanc-
es as a team, trailing only Stevens Point
(49), Shorewood (45), Madison West
(44), Whitefish Bay (41) and Racine Park
(37).

“It’s really exciting,” said senior Ian
Cowell. “We put in a lot of work, not just
in season but a lot leading up to the sea-
son. Overall, it’s really a cool experience to
get to go as a team again like last year”

The boys finished 17th among the 20
teams last year, but featured the individual
boys state champion, Austin Henderson.
Henderson — now a member of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin cross country team
— has graduated but four members of last
year’s squad will be making another run at
state.

Seniors Cowell, Jack Dorner, Carson
Timm and Drew Gentile all return from
last year’s qualifying team and that expe-
rience is certainly an asset for the group.

“Having that knowledge of running at
that course it helps a lot,” said Timm, who
was injured while running last year’s race.
“I know we’re pretty fired up coming off
the sectional meet and we're pretty confi-
dent, too, coming off an FVA champion-
ship. I feel like we’re excited and confident
and we can’t be better than that.”

Head coach John Morgen agrees that
the experience of running the course be-
fore will be a plus for his team.

“It’s a challenging course because it’s re-
ally difficult to come from behind just be-
cause of the nature of the course and the

State cross country

At The Ridges Golf Course,
Wisconsin Rapids

Saturday'’s start times
Girls
Division 3 — Noon
Division 2 — 12:40 p.m.
Division T — 1:20 p.m.
Boys
Division 3 — 2 p.m.
Division 2 — 2:35 p.m.
Division T — 3:10 p.m.

room that they have,” Morgen said. “It is
certainly beneficial to have guys who have
run there in the past.”

The returning foursome will be joined
by senior Braedy Klawikoski, junior Wyatt
Armock and sophomore Nolan Smith in
competing at the state meet.

The group won’t be the favorites in the
Division 1 field, but there is certainly a lot
left to accomplish.

“There are a lot of different ways to mea-
sure success at the state meet. One is to
win it or take second, I don’t know if it’s
realistic that we are going to win the title,”
head coach John Morgen said. “They want
to represent themselves well and they
have our own internal team goals that are
important to us and we’re looking forward
to see how we compare to the state as a
whole”

The Neenah runners should be free of
pressure this week, now, unlike the sec-
tional meet.

The Rockets figured powerhouse Ste-
vens Point would grab the top spot in the
team standings, leaving Neenah to fend off
the rest of the field for the second spot.

“I feel like that there was more pressure
for us at sectionals. We had to run our
race and do well,” Cowell said. “It looked
like we would be second, but there were
alot of other teams, like Appleton North,
that were coming for us because they also
wanted to punch their ticket to state””

Dorner led the Rockets with a third-
place finish, while Timm grabbed the final
spot in the top 10 — where Stevens Point

put all seven of its runners. The remaining
five Rocket runners all finished about 16
seconds apart with Cowell taking 15th,
followed by Armock in 16th, Klawikowski
in 17th, Smith in 19th and Gentile in 20th.

Having all seven runners in the top 20
likely won't happen at the state meet, but
where each runner finishes is certainly go-
ing to be on the minds of the Rockets.

“Once you get to the postseason, it’s
all about where we place,” Cowell said.
“That’s when we encounter some of the
more difficult courses that we will run all
season so it’s about matching up and beat-
ing enough guys to get the places to score
well”

The Neenah girls will also have four
members of last year’s state-qualifying
team returning for Saturday’s meet.

Senior Lauren Tears is the top returning
finisher from last year’s meet having placed
S4th overall while junior Lexi Dorner and
sophomores Brooke Veith and Mazie Ol-
kowski also ran with the state team last
season.

The foursome will be joined by junior
Lauren Linstedt and freshmen Natalie
Willies and Elsa Gruber.

“It’s really cool to be able to make it
because not every team gets to go,” Tears
said. “State is supposed to be fun. Ob-
viously you try your best, but it’s more
about the experience of getting to run.
There is less pressure put on about trying
to be first or winning.”

Head coach Michael Heidke said one
of the key factors for his team is just to be
healthy.

Despite battling some illness within the
group, the Rockets still managed to outdu-
el Appleton North and Stevens Point for
the title at last weekend’s sectional meet.
Neenah finished with 70 points, followed
by the Lightning with 87 and the Panthers
with 91.

Tears led the team by placing third over-
all, followed by Willes in fifth. The rest of
the finishers at sectional were Gruber in
14th, Linstedt in 21st, Veith in 27th and
Olkowski in 31st. Olkowski was the run-
ner-up at the FVA meet in mid-October.

“We're hoping to be healthy going into

the meet,” Heidke said. “If we’re healthy,
our goal is to finish better than last year.”

Having a nucleus of runners that has
been there before is important and some-
thing the girls will try to take advantage of.

“It’s definitely not as nerve-wracking go-
ing again because you know what’s going
to happen going into it,” said Olkowski,
who finished just outside the top 100 in
her first trip last year. “With a better idea,
you can think about it more in advance as
to what you need to do. You still want to
try and do your best so there is still a bit
of pressure”

Tears said she feels like she is peaking
at the right time for the state meet, which
could be an indication the rest of the team
is at the same point.

“I feel my best and definitely am peak-
ing right now,” Tears said. “Our times
don’t always show it because the sectional
and state courses are slow.”

Neenah will have some familiar faces to
pace with at the state meet as well. Kau-
kauna will be lined up right next to the
Rockets at the start, while other fellow
FVA members Oshkosh West and Apple-
ton North are also in the field.

“We always have good competition,”
Heidke said. “Besides the conference
meet, we see them at different invitation-
als and meets and it’s always good compe-
tition. It helps us as a team.”

Zephyrs to be represented

in Division 3 state meet

For the third straight season, St. Mary
Catholic will have a runner in the Division
3 race at the girls state meet.

Junior Addison Dinka grabbed the final
individual qualifying spot at last Satur-
day’s Pacelli sectional with an eighth-place
finish. It will be her first trip to the state
meet.

Dinka follows in the footsteps of Lau-
ren Ripley last year and Kaela Groppel in
2020 as Zephyrs to qualify for the state
meet. Both runners finished in the top 15
at the state meet.
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Neenah'’s tournament run ended by Appleton North

By Dustin Riese
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

The Neenah boys volleyball team had an
upset on its mind Tuesday night when it
traveled to take on top-seeded Appleton
North with a spot in the sectional final on
the line.

The Lightning simply didn’t let it hap-
pen.

Appleton North won in three sets 25-
17, 25-14, 25-23 — the third time the
Lightning have swept the Rockets in a
match this season - to advance in the
WIAA tournament and end Neenah’s
season.

“Iam so proud of how our guys compet-
ed tonight against a very good Appleton
North squad,” head coach Jake Coenen
said. “We knew what we were up against
and knew that we had to play our best to
have a chance. Although we came away on
the wrong side of this one, the kids didn’t
quit and battled all the way until the final
point was awarded.”

As well as Neenah has played this sea-
son, Appleton North — ranked 10th in the
state and the top seed of the sectional —

was just better.

Not that the Rockets made it easy for
them. Neenah came out battling in the
first set and kept the score close most of
the way before the Lightning were able to
take a 1-0 lead.

“North is always going to be a tough
team, but we were ready for the chal-
lenge,” Sina said. “For the most part, we
played right with North out of the gates,
but we were unable to maintain that as the
set went on. Trying to come from behind
against a team like North is never an easy
thing to do, especially when you look at all
the great players they have”

The Rockets fell behind early in the sec-
ond set and never recovered as the Light-
ning took a 2-0 lead.

But Neenah bounced back in the third
set and made Appleton North earn every
point. The Rockets rallied from a 20-18
deficit to tie the set at 23, but the Light-
ning notched the next two points to close
out the win.

“Before the third set we spoke about
coming out and being aggressive from the
beginning and to not back down,” Coenen

Prep sports roundup

FOOTBALL

Zephyrs cruise

to win in season finale

The St. Mary Catholic/Valley Christian
football team completed another perfect
8-player football season with a 62-20 thump-
ing of Wisconsin Heights.

The Zephyrs, who finished 8-0 in 8-player
games this season, scored four touchdowns
in the first quarter and led 48-0 at halftime
en route to the win.

Danny Griffith threw for 166 yards and
three touchdowns on just eight completions
in his final start for the Zephyrs. He threw
a 46-yard touchdown to Atticus Johnson, a
34-yard touchdown to Dylan Dwyer and a
26-yard touchdown to Andrew Birr.

Ashton Post ran the ball nine times for
163 yards and four touchdowns in the win.
Post averaged 18.1 yards per carry and had
scoring runs of 47, 58,2 and 1.

Sam Todd also added a touchdown run,
while Connor Riehl returned a punt for a
touchdown for the Zephyrs.

Todd also led the defense with 17 tackles,
while Owen Swanstrom finished with 16.
The Zephyrs finished with 6.5 sacks in the
game, led by Nyles Schneider who had 2.5.

CROSS COUNTRY

Zephyr girls third,
boys fourth at sectionals

The St. Mary Catholic girls cross coun-
try team nearly qualified for the state cross
country meet, finishing a close third at the
Pacelli Sectional on Saturday.

The Zephyrs finished with 78 points,
which was just 11 points behind sec-
ond-place Laconia. Assumption won the
sectional title with 38 points.

Addison Dinka led the way for St. Mary
Catholic with an eighth-place finish, which

qualified the sophomore for the state meet.

Maria Marti came in 11th place, followed
by Lauren Ripley in 24th, Katharine Schoeni
in 26th and Alejandra Cunillera Fernandez
in 27th,

The Zephyr boys finished in fourth place
in the final team standings, just five points
behind Pittsville for third place. Pacelli and
Pardeeville grabbed the top two spots.

Alexander Groppel led St. Mary Catholic
in 18th place, two spots ahead of teammate
Benjamin Schoeni. Nathan Seiske was 22nd,
with Jan Albino taking 26th and Owen Rip-
ley finishing 42nd.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Rockets fall to nationally
ranked Oconomowoc

Neenah’s volleyball season came to an end
as the Rockets fell to Oconomowoc 25-15,
25-18, 25-18 in a WIAA Division 1 region-
al final. Oconomowoc is ranked 17th in the
nation.

Carly Stamm and Marissa Corso each had
six kills to lead the Rockets, while Claudia
Merizon finished with five and Zoe Schum-
acher had three.

Merizon led the team in assists with 15,
followed by Leia Kersten with nine.

Jenna Lawatsch and Elizabeth Olden-
burg added nine and seven digs, respec-
tively.

SOCCER

Zephyrs’ season ends

with loss to Kiel

The 10th-ranked St. Mary Catholic
soccer team ran into a tough opponent in
eighth-ranked Kiel and dropped a 2-0 de-
cision to the Raiders in a WIAA Division
2 regional final Saturday.

The Zephyrs end the season with an 11-
4-2 record.

Free fentanyl test strips available statewide

More than 120,000 fentanyl test strips have
been distributed to organizations across the
state to help prevent drug overdose deaths,
the Wisconsin Department of Health Ser-
vices (DHS) announced last week.

Drugs mixed with fentanyl are the lead-
ing cause of overdose deaths in Wisconsin.
The first phase of the test strip distribution
program is funded by $1.25 million from

Wisconsin’s share of the American Rescue
Plan Act.

Fentanyl test strips are available at the
Winnebago County Health Department
in Oshkosh during normal business hours.
People struggling with substance use can
contact the Wisconsin Addiction Recovery
Helpline to be connected to treatment op-
tions. Call 211 or go to addictionhelpwi.org.

said. “I was so proud of our guys for how
they battled the entire third set. We had no
quit and Noah Harmon really got us going
from the middle with some nice swings
and blocks to liven up our group.”

The Rockets finished the season with
a 16-13 record, which was the first time
the program has finished a season with a
winning record since 2002 — the last time
the program advanced to the state tourna-
ment.

Coenen credits the team’s talented se-

nior class of JJ Schlak Luke Abing, Noah
Harmon, Justin Sina, Zac Freundt, Chip
Calcaterra, Mitch Krueger, Max Diekfuss
and Reece Kandler.

“This is a very special senior class that
laid it all on the floor every night,” Coenen
said. “They meant a lot to this program
over the years and I want to thank them all
for what they have done and meant to us.
They have not only grown as players but
have turned into great men and they will
be missed severely.”

Fish fry for NHS boys basketball

The Neenah High School Boys Basket-
ball Booster Club will host its fifth annual
Fish Fry Fundraiser dinner Nov. 10.

The evening speakers are Todd and
Carol Dekker, parents of University of
Wisconsin former basketball player Sam
Dekker. The Dekkers will sit down with
Coach Lee Rabas to answer questions and
discuss their basketball journey.

“Our fish fry is an event that is about
people and relationships,” Rabas said.
“People will attend for one of two rea-
sons, Neenah or basketball, and hopefully
in many cases, both. My hope is for this
event to be one of the times each year

when former players, parents, coaches,
fans and people of Neenah come togeth-
er to re-establish, strengthen and perhaps
even begin new relationships.

The event begins at 5:30 p.m. with a so-
cial hour and cash bar. Dinner follows at
6:30 p.m. and the evening concludes with
the speakers, raffle and silent auction win-
ners.

Tickets are $50 per person, $80 per
couple, $300 for a table of 8, or $30 for
former players or district staff. Tickets can
be purchased at neenahboyshoops.com
or by contacting Rabas at Irabas@neenah.
k12.wi.us.

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Employment

CDL A OR B DRIVERS deliver new straight
trucks nationwide, part-time, 3 yrs (DL
Exp req.

920-475-7698 or TCCorp.us Appleton, Wi

Global Manufacturing Strategist positions
available at Kimberly-Clark USA, LLC (Neenah,
WI). Develop & deliver complex data analytics

in support of K-C Supply Chain prgms &
decision-mak’g processes. Employee reports
to office in Neenah, WI. Position may work
from home but must live within commut’g
distance of stated office. Apply at:
www.careersatkc.com.

New Sounds New Sites & a New Career
catch your eye?
We can help! Train with SCDTI for your CDL.
NO wait list!
(all 715-942-2700 ext 102

For Sale

BICHON, TEDDY BEAR, BICH-POO PUPPIES
5-10 Weeks, $900-$1200 715-703-8981

BOAT WINTERIZING & STORAGE - All
Makes. Factory Trained Technicians. Best
Pricing Around! Horn Ford & Marine, Brillion
800-261-4676

Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510
920-821-6311

$400 0BO, must go! shots/wormed
715-937-0574

FS HAY ROUND BALES & Small Squares, nice
Green Grass mix no rain free delivery within
100 miles of Appleton WI 920-878-0005/
920-878-0288 no message or text (WCAN)

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES Shots/
Wormed/Vet Checked F-$550, M-$400
715-267-6370

KRAUS SNOWPLOW €O Hiniker-Snow-
Way-Western-Meyer-Used Boss; Sales/
Service
920-894-2488 or 920-948-2812

Mini Goldendoodle & Bernedoodle Pups
$500-$675 1yr hith gty vet ckd
715-409-0533

Playboy Magazines for sale. From 1995
through 2004 including the 50" anniver-
sary collector’s edition. Best Offer.
Oshkosh. Call 920-235-0176.

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates
make it convenient to shop from home.
Professional Installation. Top Quality - Made
inthe USA. Call for free consultation: 877-
544-2415 Ask about our specials! (WCAN)

Garage/Estate Sales

Pre-Moving Sale: 4901 Ormand Beach Ct (off
Leonard Pt Rd in Oshkosh). 10/28 & 10/29
(9-3). See Facebook Marketplace for details.

Miscellaneous

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES-AT-
Vs-WATERCRAFT 920-850-9299
Local Dealer Free Pickup!

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY
with a GENERAC home standby generator.
$0 Money Down -+ Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now
before the next power outage:
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

PUPPIES!! Mixed breed Med. size Gentle,
good w/children $100-$300
715-250-2793

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your
budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers
& Buyers' Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Development
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737
www.pdsadnet.com

CAVAPOO PUPS shots/ wormed/dews/Vet,
some Blue Merles Can Deliver. $600-$1000
715-255-2661 (269146) (WCAN)

CUTE BERNESE MOUNTAIN PUPS, AKC Reg.,
Vet Checked, 1st shots $1300
715-351-9000 Excellent Marking & Form

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-920-3533 (WCAN)

FOR SALE - LIKE NEW: Matching Love
Seat and Sleeper Sofa, Armoire, Oak
Hutch, Electric Recliner, Oshkosh.
Call 480-479-6084

REG CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL
PUPPIES Vet checked/wormed/ dews, $750
No Sun Calls 715-409-3321 (495932)
(WCAN)

HOUSE CLEANING: 30 years experience. Call
for estimate. Oshkosh 920-376-2934

REGIS. CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL
PUPS dews/shots/vet/worm $950
715-536-0697

New Storage Units - Power & Light included,
24/7 access. 14x40 with tall door and 12x20
with large door. Outer Space Storage, 3250
Walter St, Oshkosh 54901, cleverly hidden
behind Fasco Appliance. 920-376-0629

REGIS. COCKER SPANIEL PUPS dews/shots/
vet/wormed $900-$1200 715-536-0697

TRACTORS WANTED TO BUY: JD 4020 or JD
43201969 or newer in fair to good condition No
Junk 920-878-0005 no answer keep trying/

no voice mail or text messages (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today.
Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see

how you can save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications
review ads to the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE
CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS T0O GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint regarding
an ad, please contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-
tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs,

SHEBA INU PUPPIES Males and Females

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE helps Raw-
hide provide mental health services that redirect
local Wisconsin youth & adults from harmful
decisions. 888-653-2729 (WCAN)
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BUBBLES

STUFF YOU'’LL NEED:

Double, double
’ 4 bowl of water highlighters

toil and trouble,

cacdron bkl bubble  black
Come into the solution light

Have a parent help you open the highlighter pen.
Pull out the felt and place it in a small amount of
water. Let it soak for a few minutes and then
discard the felt. Add a small amount of bubble
solution to the bowl. Your mixture should
be half highlighter water and half
bubble solution.

laboratory,
Where we’ll
make science
tell the story!

Turn on your
black light and blow
bubbles. Describe

=
ool what happens:
2S5 ¢
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Only two of the jack o’lanterns below are exactly the same. Can
you find them? If you get stuck, do the math. The two
even-numbered pumpkins are the matching pair.

O R
SUERG

6-3 13-6

bread, cheese,
apple cut into
one-inch cubes

canning jars
with lids

THE EXPERIMENT

1. Spray each piece of food with alittle water.

2. Place each piece of food in a separate jar, screw
on the lid and write the food type and date on
the top.

3. Placethejarsin different locations—in sunlight,
adark place (inside a paper bag would work), a
cool place (in your refrigerator) and onein a
warm place.

11-2
4. Examine the jars The Science
a’g%%iy’éb;%\/e Unlike plants, molds
o hg ickl don’'t grow from seeds. "

:c’ec%r etow qIL:j'C y They grow from spores T+2 6+6 Halloween
celelief=iSllelle that float in the air. 14-7 Hunt
Mold on food is not Th%ﬁ;ﬁp?g%edmaﬁlct;%)é on L ook through the
good to eat but mold h Eal th d newspaper to find:

is one of nature’s chemi &7 [proallEs 2 apumpkin
recyclers. Things that will make the food rot. [ aghost
rot in this way will 9+8 8+5 1 askeleton
eventually become soil Don’t open your jars as 16-3 [ acostume
?ndh s;JI°I"||V r]tutrlents more spores are forming (1 a spider
RRIE IR 12 20 | SLOLONE and could be released 1 ablack cat
Standards Link: Science into the a" r. MOI C_|S can [ aSDOOKy h0U$
Invest_lgatl?n: Conduct simple make peopl esick. Standards Link: Research:
EXDENINCHIS, 342 use the newspaper to locate
19-4 information.
£ )
Kid Scoop Puzzler Doubley e Word Search
HALLOWEEN Find the words in the puzzle.
How many of them can you
EXPERIMENT find on this page?
SKELETON
PUMPKINS M NOTELEK S S
BUBBLES TNEMI RE P X E
& SPORES SMPEOAUEKE L
H SP'D(':ER ROMTWMMO N B
code to * BLACK ELASPORESHB
solve this MOLDS
riddle. S SEEDS DDDIKUCALB GU
JACK I S 1 S CTEULRB
% SOAK PNMA SAOHAR
A GLOwW SDEE SWJOTH
DAMP
P T —
B QL X S /4 W ROT S ok Leter Saeneing, Spcogiizs denicel

@&

oz BUBBLY BAFFLING

BALDDN BPERIMETT

Can you inflate a balloon with liquid?
What do you think?

Try this experiment with a lab assistant
(a parent) and see what happens.

STUFF YOU'LL NEED:

plastic

bottle
balloon

1 tbsp
baking soda

wé\
1. Pour the vinegar into the
plastic bottle.

==
2. Carefully pour a

tablespoon of baking soda
into the balloon.

),

3. Stretch the neck of the
balloon over the bottle
opening.

1 cup
vinegar

4. Slightly lift the balloon
from the top so that the
baking sodafallsinto the
vinegar. Watch out!

Explanation: Baking soda added to
vinegar creates a chemical reaction that
makes carbon dioxide. This gas rises
upwards into the balloon, inflating it.

Standards Link: Science Investigation: Conduct simple experiments.

(==- Write On! -&
Halloween Humor

If you were a scientist and could
invent something extraordinary,
what would it be?

Proudly sponsored by

1197 W. Winneconne Ave

Neenah




