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Lakeshore Ave. trail upheld in court
By Bethanie Gengler
News contributor

Residents in the neighborhood of Lake-
shore Avenue have lost their appeal to a 
judge’s ruling that the Lakeshore Trail is a 
sidewalk and affirming the city’s authoriza-
tion to build it.

In early 2020, the Neenah Common 
Council voted to reconstruct Lakeshore 
Avenue and install a pedestrian trail with it. 
Some neighboring residents opposed the 
trail, stating at a council meeting that they 
were worried about runoff and that trees 
would need to be removed to install the 
pathway. The residents wanted the trail re-
constructed within the existing street.

Twenty-one property owners filed a law-
suit against the city in March 2020 to prevent 
the trail from being built. Construction was 
delayed during litigation. In August 2020, 
Winnebago County Judge Karen Seifert 
ruled in favor of the city, green-lighting the 
project. The residents appealed the ruling.

The residents continued legal actions 
against the city and in April 2021 filed a 
motion for relief and a temporary injunc-
tion to halt construction and block further 
construction while their appeal was under 
review. Winnebago County Judge LaKeisha 
Haase denied both requests.

The city altered their plans to appease the 
resident’s concerns and only removed three 
trees to install the trail. Construction of the 
trail was completed in June 2021, while the 
resident’s appeal was under review. 

At issue was whether the trail constituted 
a sidewalk. The residents argued that the trail 
is not anchored to Lakeshore Avenue and is 
unrelated to the street, therefore the trail is 
not a sidewalk. If a judge were to rule that 
the trail is not a sidewalk, the city could be 
ordered to remove it. 

Last month, the appeals court affirmed 
the lower court’s ruling.

“In brief, if it is a sidewalk authorized by 
Wisconsin statute … the city prevails,” doc-
uments say. “We conclude that it is a side-
walk.”

The determination that the trail is a side-
walk affirms that the city council was autho-
rized to build it.

“The trail provides a safer means – safer 
than using the road itself – for pedestrians, 
bicyclists and others to get to Kimberly Point 
Park,” the court wrote in their opinion. “No 
doubt the trail also improves safety for mo-
torists as well, as they no longer need to share 
Lakeshore Avenue with nonmotorists.”

Neenah News

A paved trail along Lakeshore Avenue was put in amid objections from neighboring residents.

Plaza glides from ice to summer
Downtown facility has 
taken seasonal approach
By Bethanie Gengler
News contributor

Seven months after its grand opening, 
The Plaza at Gateway Park Neenah has 
been warmly received by the community, 
and facility director Lizzy Bergstrom Auth 
said it has now shifted gears to accommo-
date new summer activities and events. 

The Plaza is a community gather-
ing place at 229 W. Wisconsin Ave. that 
opened in October featuring an outdoor 
patio and a Globe Coffee shop open year-
round – and sports an ice skating rink 

during winter months. It is the brainchild 
of Bergstrom Auth’s father, John Berg-
strom, who designed the facility and led 
fundraising efforts for construction.

“About five years ago when my dad said, 
‘I think this would be so cool for the city of 
Neenah and the kids of Neenah to have an 
ice rink,’ and I was jumping up and down 
saying I think this would be so cool and 
I think kids would love it; families would 
love it and I said I would help in any way,” 
Bergstrom Auth said.

The Plaza cost $7 million to build. Its 
rustic design includes Douglas fir beams, 
hanging chandeliers and cozy seating. The 
Plaza also has several statues honoring 
Native Americans. 

Bergstrom Auth described the atmo-
sphere as welcoming.

“A lot of people have said, ‘I feel like I’m 
on vacation,’” she said. “I love that it’s the 
log cabin or Swiss Alps kind of feel. It’s 
warm and cozy and inviting inside.”

The ice rink is the same size as the one 
in Rockefeller Center in New York City, 
and open from November through March. 
This past winter, The Plaza ice rink saw 
more than 30,000 skaters. 

“I don’t know if we realized how many 
people were going to come,” Bergstrom 
Auth said. “I don’t think we realized how 
much staff we would need to make it suc-

Photos by Bethanie Gengler

The Plaza at Gateway Park has become a recognizable downtown feature and has smoothly transitioned to a summer hot spot where sisters 
Nomie (left) and Rosie Whitlinger are shown playing pickleball recently.

Community Band 
ushers in new  
season, director
By Cheryl Hentz
News contributor

The weather finally feels somewhat like 
summer – and with it comes the summer 
season for the Neenah Community Band. 

The band finished its winter concert 
schedule in March, taking a couple of 
weeks off before starting rehearsals in ear-

ly April for its Sum-
mer Concert Series 
– six concerts, the 
first of which will be 
Tuesday at Riverside 
Park.

When the band’s 
first note is played, it will be under the di-
rection of 29-year-old Jacob Martin, who 
was handed the baton as its 11th direc-
tor in December. Marty O’Donnell had 
directed the musicians since 2010, but 
with he and his wife having added a sec-
ond child to their family, he resigned his 
position and took paternity leave from his 
regular job. 

Martin hopes O’Donnell will play with 
the band in the future, but for now he is 
focusing on family. 

Before Martin joined as director, the 
Kaukauna High School teacher in his sev-

See Community Band on Page 7 See Popular Plaza on Page 8
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Burgers
All sandwiches are served with

deep fried potato chips,

French fries or Wafle Fries.

For our complete menu please visit
us on Facebook or check us out at

Northsidebarngrill.com

Choice of Haddock,
Pike/Perch, or Bluegill.

Comes with side of
coleslaw, choice of potato

and marbled rye.
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Downtown makes the scene for film crew
Neenah News

A film crew working last Thursday in 
front of The Marketplace downtown drew 
the attention of coffee drinkers at Lawlss 
Coffee.

Director Chandler Wild and execu-
tive director Scott Delacruz, partners in 
All the Way Around Productions, were 
filming the “Hairy Ape.” The partners 
are self-producing the 
movie based off the 
1922 play by Ameri-
can playwright Eugene 
O’Neill.

Although the play 
was written 100 years 
ago, Wild said the 
workforce plot is still 
relevant today. The 
film’s protagonist 
works in a factory that is becoming more 
automated and the workers are voting on 
unionizing. The lead finds himself out sick 
the day of the vote, which is deadlocked, 
and he is the deciding vote. 

Wild, a Wisconsin Rapids native, was 
invited to downtown Neenah by Lincoln 
High School friend Mark G. Schroeder, 
an Outagamie County Circuit judge and 
Neenah resident, after describing the loca-
tion he was hunting for. 

This isn’t the first time some of the 
crew members have filmed in Neenah as 
art director Kurt Krauss was here in 2016 
to film “From the Furnace,” a film direct-
ed by Isaac Stitt of Neenah and released 
in 2019. 

Krauss and Wild both agreed that the 
city has been welcoming and “film friend-
ly” to their work.  

Neenah News

One of the film crew oversees a scene being shot in downtown Neenah last week for an indepen-
dent movie production.

Wild

Woman dies during police transport
Neenah News

Two Outagamie County deputies are 
on administrative leave after the death of 
a 43-year-old woman they were transport-
ing Monday. The Appleton woman died of 
her injuries when she exited the moving 
minivan on State 441 in Fox Crossing.

Outagamie sheriff ’s officials said the ve-
hicle was traveling near the Racine Street 
exit on 441 about 5:40 p.m. when the 
woman, who was being taken to Winneba-
go Mental Health Institute in Oshkosh, 
was able to open the door of the moving 

vehicle.
The incident shut down the highway 

near Menasha for several hours. The 
woman, who had not been identified as 
of Wednesday, was transported by ambu-
lance to a local hospital where she died of 
her injuries.

“We would like to extend our deepest 
sympathies to the family and friends of 
the deceased,” Outagamie County offi-
cials said, in a news release.

The Winnebago County Sheriff ’s Office 
is leading the investigation of the incident. 
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Don’t let back pain slow you down.
We treat the cause of the symptoms.
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Call Today!

For a $30 donation
to be given to any
charity of your

choice
You will receive a

Complimentary
Chiropractic

Consultation &

X-Ray (if needed)

Must present this
coupon at time of

service. New patients
only. Not valid with any

other offers.
Valid until June 30, 2022

Oshkosh
920.426.9898

Neenah
920.725.0800

Appleton
920.831.4110

Oshkosh • 920.426.9898 • 2100 Omro Road, Suite B

Neenah • 920.725.0800 • 1426 S. Commercial Street

Appleton • 920.831.4110 • 1801 N. Richmond Street

StrongChiropractic.com

OUR UNIQUE OMELETS
23 Unique omelets on our menu!

All omelets served with fresh cut ingredients daily with

hash browns. Includes pancakes or toast. Biscuit & gravy

may be substituted for an additional

Deluxe Omelet
Your choice of bacon, sausage or ham with onions,

mushrooms, green peppers, tomatoes and cheese

Veggie & Cheese
Tomatoes, onions, broccoli, fresh mushrooms, green

peppers, cheddar jack cheese

Greek Omelet
Gyro meat, onions, tomatoes and Feta cheese

Meat Lovers
Bacon, sausage, ham and cheddar cheese

Paul Bunyun
Bacon, link sausage, mushrooms, onions, cheddar jack

and potatoes inside. This giant is topped with homemade

sausage gravy.

Chicago’s Favorite
Spinach, Gyro meat and cheddar cheese

Washington
Apples, bacon, mushrooms, spinach and cheddar/jack cheese

Popeye’s Muscle Builder
Mushrooms, spinach and cheddar jack cheese

NEENAH’S FAVORITE
Ham, onions, green peppers, fresh mushrooms and

American Cheese

Ham & Cheese
Diced ham and cheddar jack cheese

PANCAKES & FRENCH TOAST
French Toast Combo • Pancake Combo

Super French Toast Combo

*All combos served with 2 eggs and choice of bacon,

sausage or ham

Three Buttermilk Pancakes • Short Stack (2)

Extra Thick French Toast • Strawberry French Toast

Join us for breakfast, come back for lunch!

WELCOME TO BRADKE’S

Breakfast served daily
Traditional egg breakfasts served with hash browns, toast,

or cakes. Biscuit & gravy may be substituted for additional

ONE EGG, any style
With bacon, ham or sausage

TWO EGGS, any style
With bacon, ham or sausage

CORNED BEEF HASH
With two eggs any style

THE SAMSONITE
Gyro meat with two eggs any style

COUNTRY FRIED STEAK
With two eggs any style

HAMBURGER STEAK
With two eggs any style

BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
Served with hash browns

DENVER MELT
Scrambled eggs, onions, green peppers, ham and cheddar

cheese on grilled sourdough bread

EARLY BIRD
Scrambled eggs and cheddar cheese served on grilled

sourdough bread

BREAKFAST CLUB
Scrambled eggs, sausage and American cheese on grilled

Texas toast

SAN FRANCISCO MELT
Scrambled eggs, bacon and cheddar cheese on grilled

sourdough bread

DENVER SANDWICH ON TOAST
Scrambled eggs, ham, onions, green pepper on white toast

SPECIALTY ITEMS
FARMER’S BREAKFAST
Biscuit & gravy, sausage patty with two eggs and hash browns

SOUTH OF THE BORDER BURRITO
Served with hash browns, scrambled eggs, onions, tomatoes,

sausage links and cheese wrapped in a lour tortilla

TACO AMIGO BURRITO
Scrambled eggs, taco meat, potatoes, cheddar jack cheese

wrapped in a lour tortilla

SIX SHOOTER BURRITO
Scrambled egg, mushrooms, green peppers, onions,

tomatoes served with hash browns in a lour tortilla

AGUASCALIENTE BURITTO
Scrambled eggs, onions, jalapenos, hash browns wrapped

in a lour tortilla.

1022 Main St., Neenah

Open for Breakfast

Mon-Fri 8am-1pm
Closed Sat-Sun

(920) 722-3706

A

Memorial Stair Climb registration open
Registration is open for the 10th an-

nual 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb at Lam-
beau Field in Green Bay, co-sponsored by 
Pierce Manufacturing and the Green Bay 
Metro Fire Department, set for Sept. 10. 

The event honors and recognizes the 
343 firefighters lost on Sept. 11, 2001. 
All funds raised will directly benefit the 
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation 
(NFFF). Participants can see additional 
details and preregister at piercemfg.com/
climb.

Last year’s climb marked the 20th anni-

versary of the 9/11 attacks in New York, 
Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania, and 
attendance exceeded 2,800 members of 
the fire service, their families, friends and 
community members who helped raise 
more than $180,000 for the NFFF.

Participants can climb the equivalent 
of 110 stories – the height of the fallen 
World Trade Center towers. Each climber 
receives a badge with the name and pho-
tograph of one of the fallen firefighters to 
symbolically make the climb they were 
unable to finish.

Valley Christian School expands into Neenah area
By Bethanie Gengler
News contributor

Valley Christian School (VCS) in Osh-
kosh is opening a second campus in Neen-
ah this fall, expanding its capacity to more 
than 700 full-time students.

VCS is expanding to the Calvary Bi-
ble Church facility, offering classes for 
preschool through eighth grade. VCS is 
renting the building where Fox Valley 
Christian Academy (FVCA) operated for 
nearly 50 years before closing last month.

Head of VCS Brad Dunn said the de-
parting school has a long history of pro-
viding Christian education in the Fox 
Valley.

“Their school and our school are ex-
tremely similar in our approach and who 
we are and what we’re all about so it 
should be a pretty seamless handoff with 
them closing and us opening,” he said. 

About 70% of FVCA’s students have 
enrolled at VCS for the fall semester. VCS 
has also hired many of the FVCA staff 
members.

VCS is a private independent school 
that’s been around since 1974. About 50 
different churches from the Fox Valley 
are represented in the school. The VCS 
Oshkosh campus sees students from pre-
school through high school. Over the last 
several years, the school has experienced a 
97% student retention rate.

Dunn said in the nine years he has been at 
the school, enrollment has steadily increased 
by about 5-10% each year. Last school year, 
enrollment jumped by 25% and VCS antici-
pated having to put about 100 students on a 
waitlist for fall enrollment.

“I think one of the reasons that we’re 
growing is that our messaging is that ev-
ery single student that comes to Valley 
Christian, they’re going to discover their 
God-given design,” he said. “Then we’re 
going to do our best to equip them so they 
can reach their full potential so they can 
boldly impact their world for Christ.”

Dunn said the school has made numer-
ous changes to keep up with the demand. 

They’ve doubled all of their classes and 
added a new middle school wing with 
six classrooms in Oshkosh. Expanding 
to Neenah will allow VCS to offer three 
classes for each grade level through 8th 
grade.

Even with the expansion, Dunn said 
several classes will still have waiting lists. 
Enrollment at the Neenah location is al-
ready nearing capacity. 

VCS is accredited through the Associa-
tion of Christian Schools International, an 
organization of more than 5,000 schools 
serving about 1.2 million students.

“To be willing to be accredited, it’s a 
pretty strenuous process,” Dunn said. 
“You have to have curriculum mapping 
done. All of your standards have to be in 
place, so we’re pretty well versed in that.”

The curriculum is made up of Christian 
textbook publishers as well as non-Chris-
tian textbook publishers, he added, and 
the school’s core values are family, aca-
demic rigor, service and discipleship.

Dunn said VCS nurtures students’ long-
term goals, whatever they may be. 

“Not every single student is wired to go 
to receive a four-year higher education,” 
he said. “God has wired some kids to work 
with their hands and go into the trades 
and so we help steer the students where 
we feel that their gifts are and then we do 
things very intentionally to help equip 
them so they’re ready for that college 
degree if that’s where they’re headed or 
they’re ready for the trades if they’re going 
into a tech college or we have some that 
head right into the workforce.”

The VCS Oshkosh campus started the 
school year with 509 full-time students. 
The Neenah campus will be able to hold 
230 students. 

Dunn said the school offers a caring, 
close-knit family environment.  

“Our students are happy; our teachers, 
they don’t look at it as a job; it’s a ministry, 
and for us we would invite anyone who 
would like to see who we are to come visit 
us.”

Neenah News photos

The Calvary Bible Church facility will open next fall as a preschool through eighth-grade 
school that will be run by Oshkosh-based Valley Christian School.
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Honoring the fallen on Memorial Day

Photos by Scott Kruger 

ABOVE: Children line up along the Memorial Day procession route through downtown Neen-
ah on Monday. BELOW: The Shattuck Middle School band plays a song while marching in the 
holiday procession.

Neenah News

Neenah-Menasha Veterans Honor Guard members prepare for Memorial Day services Monday at Oak Hill Cemetery that were held after the annual procession from Menasha to downtown 
Neenah. The waterfront services, parade and cemetery service are organized by veterans organizations of the Twin Cities. An American Legion Post 33 cookout was held at Lucky Dog’z.
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By Rob Zimmer
News contributor

Each day, shortly after sunrise, they ap-
pear in seemingly greater numbers every 
morning. The American white pelicans 
are back for another summer of fishing 
and enthralling the humans who watch 
them with wonder along the waterways of 
Neenah. 

On Little Lake Butte des Morts, as well 
as the Fox River and open waters of Lake 
Winnebago, the pelicans sail on the open 
blue, occasionally resting on rocky islands 
and remote shores. 

One of the best places to observe peli-
cans in action is below the dam near the 
Neenah Public Library and Theda Care. 
From the shore, or from above on the 
bridge, the pelicans put on quite a spec-
tacular show each day. 

“I love to come and watch them fish 
and sit in the current below the dam,” said 
Andrea Lau, who comes to enjoy these 
amazing birds regularly. “We are so lucky 
to have them so close.”

Indeed, we are. And, to think that just 
25 years ago, the pelicans were not even 
here is even more amazing. 

Pelicans began arriving in the Neenah 
area in the late 1990s and early 2000s when 
massive flooding out west along the Mis-
souri River kept their breeding grounds in 
the Dakotas underwater for months. 

Since then, nesting colonies have ex-
panded greatly here along the waters of 
the Fox River, as well as other inland wet-
lands, and we are fortunate to enjoy their 
beauty and quiet grace regularly. 

“This is my favorite place to come on 
my lunch break,” said Diane Bushman. “I 
can walk here and enjoy all these beauti-
ful birds and the fish, as well, in just a few 
minutes from my job.”

American white pelicans nest on remote 
islands in Lake Butte des Morts, Winneba-
go, as well as inland marshes in Winnebago, 
Dodge, Fond du Lac, Brown and Outag-
amie counties. Pelicans are colonial nesters, 
meaning they nest close together on the 
ground for protection from predators.

Each morning, flocks of pelicans depart 
from their nesting colonies to fish, bringing 
food back to the colony. When one parent 
arrives, the other leaves to feed the family. 

Many of the pelicans we see along the 
river are immature birds from last year. 
American white pelicans do not breed un-
til their third year or so, so younger birds 
hang out in groups all summer long until 
they reach breeding age. 

American white pelicans of breeding 
age can be identified in spring by the large, 
orange crest or “sail” on top of their huge, 
foot-long bill.

Pelicans will remain in our area until late 
October or early November. Enjoy their 
incredible gatherings all summer long.

Photo by Rob Zimmer

American white pelicans have found a perma-
nent home in the region for the last two decades.

Pelicans find  
water region  
to their liking
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Panhandling pair target music lovers
By Bethanie Gengler
News contributor

A nationwide scam involving violin 
panhandlers hit Neenah and the area 
last weekend as a pair set up shop next 
to the Fox Point Plaza Pick ‘n Save. 

The scam works like this: The pan-
handlers stand outside a business and 
play music on an electric violin ampli-
fied by a speaker while soliciting tips 
from the public. The panhandlers often 
hold a sign with a sad message, “I have 
three kids and need to pay rent and 
food.”

The catch? The violin performance is 
usually a sham. The performer pretends 
to play the music while the actual violin 
music comes from a recording played 
over the speaker. The sob story behind 
the sign? Most of the time that’s a scam 
too. 

Similar scams have been reported by 
news sources across the country. Several 
media outlets reported the violin pan-
handlers are believed to be part of an or-
ganized group traveling across the U.S., 
going city to city to hustle well-meaning 
folks for donations.

Fake violin-playing panhandlers have 
been spotted in Merrill, Rib Mountain 
and Oshkosh in the past two weeks, ac-
cording to social media posts. 

Two violin panhandlers were spotted 
at the Festival Foods on Northland Ave-
nue in Appleton last Saturday. On Sun-
day, the pair set up in front of Bethesda 
Thrift Shop’s Neenah location, which 
was closed. They were targeting shop-
pers at the Pick ‘n Save next door. 

When questioned, the two men said 
they do not speak English. When asked 
their name, the younger of the two men 
responded with “Elvis.” The men left 
in a minivan with a Texas license plate 
around 5:30 p.m. after running their 
hustle for several hours.

A social media post in a Neenah Face-
book group praising the panhandlers 
for their violin-playing skills was later 
deleted after commenters pointed out 
the scam. One commenter said the men 
were recently asked to leave the Neenah 
Festival Foods after running their hustle 
there.

Bethesda Thrift Shop manager Tina 
Seegers said she was not aware the vi-
olin panhandlers were in front of the 
store last Sunday because it was closed. 
She said the pair was previously panhan-
dling in front of the store while it was 
open and they were asked to leave.

“Mainly because the volume was so 
loud that we can’t conduct business,” 
she said. “I did ask them to relocate 
themselves and they very kindly did.” 

Neenah Community Policing Coor-
dinator Joe Benoit said panhandling is 
legal in public places as long as the pan-
handlers are not threatening or aggres-
sive. Doorways and building entrances 
are considered public places, according 
to the city’s panhandling ordinance. 
Panhandling is also legal on private 
property as long as the property owner 
is OK with the panhandlers being there, 
Benoit said. 

The city ordinance indicates that per-
forming or playing an instrument for 
tips is also legal. 

Both the Neenah and Oshkosh police 
departments said they have not received 
any complaints about the panhandlers. 

While the fake violin playing hustle 
may be legal, Benoit agreed that target-
ing locals for tips and donations under 
false pretenses is a bit unethical.

“I think ultimately it comes down to 
the cost of our freedom and liberty is 
that some people are just allowed to 
do things that are generally unethical 
because we can’t take their rights away 
either,” he said.

Neenah News

Two people who were soliciting money outside the Neenah Pick ‘n Save last weekend are shown.

 

June 4
Neenah Pool opening day
Art Activity Day at Bergstrom-Mahler 

Museum of Glass, 10 a.m.

June 5 
Neenah Summer Fun Run Series at 

Memorial Park, 7 p.m., George Scherck 
Shelter

Love, Light & Harmony, 11 a.m., The 

Plaza and Globe Coffee

June 7
An Evening of Stargazing Concert, 

Neenah Community Band, 7 p.m., Riv-
erside Park

June 10
Friday Family Fun, 6 p.m., The Plaza 

and Globe Coffee

June 11
Farmers market, 8 a.m., Shattuck Park
Doty Island Annual Rummage Sales, 

8 a.m.
Sailing Open House, 10 a.m., River-

side Park

June 12
Backdraft Bike Tour, 7 a.m.

Calendar 
of events

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Popular pool
This undated photo of the Neenah Recre-
ation Park pool shows swimmers enjoying 
a hot day. The original pool was opened in 
1940 and more than 70,000 people went for 
a swim the first year.  The pool was remod-
eled in 1997.

AmeriCorps program gains funding
The Be Well Fox Valley AmeriCorps 

Program is one of four organizations in 
Wisconsin to receive federal Public Health 
AmeriCorps funding for health-oriented 
organizations, such as public health de-
partments, health systems, health clinics, 
schools, early care centers and nonprofit 
organizations.

The new grant, a partnership between 
AmeriCorps and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, will provide 
$259,200 in the first year, with the oppor-

tunity to receive up to $1.3 million over 
five years to expand the Be Well Fox Val-
ley AmeriCorps Program’s presence and 
impact throughout northeast Wisconsin.

“It’s a huge honor to receive this fund-
ing,” said Amanda Ross, Be Well Fox Val-
ley AmeriCorps program manager. “We 
have already seen the incredible impact of 
our current AmeriCorps members as they 
work to improve the physical, mental, and 
social health and well-being of our com-
munities.”
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Hearing Care is Health Care

More Hearing ~ Less Effort Special Event

Tuesday, June 7th ~ 4:00 pm

Call now! 920-267-5573

LaSures - 3125 S. Washburn Street, Oshkosh, WI 54904

Science shows that we hear with our brains and not our ears. Oticon More™ helps your brain

decipher the intricate details of sounds for better speech understanding with less effort. This ease

in listening and understanding allows for improved recall. Oticon More™ can be ordered with

rechargeable batteries eliminating the need for inconvenient battery changes. It connects directly to

your iPhone® or Android™ device delivering clear phone calls, music and more. With the clarity of

Oticon More™ you won’t miss out on life’s special moments. Now that’s More!

Hear more with Fox Valley Hearing Center and Oticon MoreTM -

a life-changing hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.

Don’t forget

to RSVP by

Wednesday,

June 1st!www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com | 920-267-5573

Neenah | Oshkosh | Appleton | Ripon

Hors d’oeuvres and Refreshments will be served

Think twice before using mosquito-killing yard treatments
By Merrie Schamberger
For the Neenah News

While communities have good 
intentions, many existing policies and 
programs may be dangerous to chil-
dren, adults and wildlife and inade-
quate by relying too heavily on spray-
ing pesticides to kill adult mosquitoes. 

Adulticides (pesticides designed to 
kill adult mosquitos) kill beneficial in-
sects and natural mosquito predators, 
such as dragonflies, damselflies and 
beetles – potentially increasing local 
populations of mosquitoes.

“To fully protect honey bees and na-
tive pollinators from mosquito control 
pesticides, the pesticide should only 
be applied when it is dark, the sun has 
set and the street lights are lit. Dark is 
dark, not twilight, not sunset: dark.” – 
Pollinator Stewardship Council

There are 175 different species 
of mosquitoes in the U.S. and only 
a handful of those are vectors for 
disease. Only adult female mosquitoes 
bite and require blood meals; males 
feed on flower nectar.

Mosquitoes go through four stages 
in their life cycles – egg, larva, pupa 
and adult. The complete cycle can take 
as little as four days or as long as one 
month, depending on the temperature.

Many of the companies that offer 
treatment for mosquitos outdoors 
scare people into thinking they all 
carry West Nile virus. Other diseas-
es these companies are scaring you 
about: 

Dengue fever: It occurs in tropical 
and subtropical areas of the world. 
Any cases reported in Wisconsin since 
2010 were travel related. 

Zika virus: According to the CDC 
there is no current local transmission 
in the continental United States. The 
last cases of local Zika transmission 
by mosquitoes in the continental U.S. 
were in Florida and Texas in 2016-17.  

Eastern equine encephalitis (EEE): 
The virus is spread to people by the 
bite of an infected mosquito. Only a 
few cases are reported in the United 
States each year. You can reduce the 
risk of infection by using insect repel-

lent, wearing long-sleeved shirts and 
long pants, and taking steps to control 
mosquitoes indoors and outdoors. 

Chikungunya virus: Also cited as a 
disease spread from mosquitos, any 
cases reported were acquired from 
traveling to Asia, Africa or the Indian 
Ocean.

Most mosquito sprays only kill 
adults; that leaves the larva to hatch 
and continue annoying us. For a more 
long-lasting treatment of mosquitos 
follow this guidance:

Personal protection and source re-
duction. Use natural-based repellents 
and wear long sleeves and pants if 
outside during dawn and dusk to avoid 
getting bitten.

Remove all potential breeding 
areas – any place with standing or 
slow-moving water.

Remove, puncture or regularly drain 
all water-retaining objects such as tin 
cans, buckets, holes in trees, clogged 
gutters and down spouts, old tires, 
birdbaths, trash can lids and shallow 
fishless ponds. Fix dripping outside 

water faucets and sprinklers. Monitor 
ponds and sources of water regularly 
for signs of mosquito larvae. 

Maintain window and door screens, 
and keep closed around dawn and 
dusk when mosquitoes are most active. 

Stock permanent water pools or 
ponds with fish that eat mosquito 
larvae and pupae, like Gambusia hol-
brooki. 

Least-toxic larvacides (killing mos-
quitoes in larval stage) allow con-
trol measures to be targeted and kill 
mosquitoes before they become active, 
biting adults. 

Bacillus thuringiensis var. israelensis 
(Bti) is one of most effective and least 
hazardous biological larval controls. It 
is a bacterial strain that, when sprayed 
or dropped into larval pools, is ingest-
ed by feeding larvae and kills them. 

Mosquito Dunks can be bought at 
local garden stores or online. They are 
safer for birdbaths, ditches, tree holes, 
roof gutters – anywhere water collects.

Go to beyondpesticides.org for more 
information.

enth year hadn’t directed outside of his 
school’s student band and played with a 
couple of local bands. But he jumped at 
the chance to make music with the Neen-
ah Community Band.  

“Knowing how to conduct and run a re-
hearsal are certainly important but being 
the right fit for the band is what the con-
centration was on when I was hired,” he 
said. “The players really run the band. I’m 
just the guy in the front waving the baton.

“It’s a wonderful group of people, in-
cluding high schoolers who have played 
for two or three years to people who have 
music degrees and have been playing in-
struments for decades.”

It can be challenging, Martin said, find-
ing music that can be played by those with 
only a few years’ experience, as well as by 
those who have been playing for several 
decades. 

“Finding that good balance of music is 
the key. Some pieces are way too easy for 
people who have their doctoral in music 
ed, and some of the pieces are extremely 
hard for those who are picking up their in-
strument again for the first time in a while,” 
Martin said. “Finding a balance between 
the pieces and music, and rewriting things 
as needed, and making sure I’m setting up 
everyone for success is really important.”

There are about 65 active band mem-
bers, ranging in age from 15 to 95-year-old 
Phil Abendschein, a French horn player 
who is one of the band’s charter members 
when it started in 1966. 

Part of Martin’s job is trying to learn 
about each of the band members. 

“It’s definitely a learning curve – of 
learning people and learning what the 
traditions are. This group is a very tra-
dition-heavy band that I really respect. 
They have some amazing things that they 
do and I’m just happy to be a part of it,” 
he said, adding he is only making small 
changes for now, mostly regarding re-
hearsals and day-to-day things and some 
minor changes in the music. 

“I’m not really changing anything as far 
as concerts they’ve historically done and 
so forth,” he said. Obviously, the music is 
a little bit different than it has been in the 
past. Change is something I want to take 
slow because this band has been around 
long before me, and I hope that it contin-

ues long after me.”
Every director has his own personality 

and that can come through in musical se-
lections. 

“There are pieces I feel are going to be 
really good for this band; and there are 
pieces of music I get really excited about 
and I want to share those with the band,” 
Martin said. “It’s one of those things 
where every time someone else comes in 
to direct, it’s going to be a little bit differ-
ent. My music selections for this group 
have certainly been that way.”

One tradition is playing certain songs 
in concerts from year-to-year, which will 
continue along with the venues at which 
they’ve historically performed, including 
the Veterans Home in King. All summer 
concerts are at Riverside Park, except for 
the June 21 Children’s Concert in Shat-
tuck Park. They recently played at Mena-
sha’s Isle of Valor on Armed Forces Day.

In keeping with the military and patri-
otic theme, Martin said “the Armed Salute 
from our veterans as we play the 1812th 
Overture at the Fourth of July concert has 
always been a huge success. Things like 
that have a deep meaning for the band 
members and for the community.”

Patty Britzke has been playing clarinet 
in the band since 1970, and said she likes 
the music Martin has selected. 

“I think the audience will enjoy our 
concerts this summer. We also have some 
special themes for the summer concerts 
and I think people will enjoy those, too,” 
Britzke said.

Martin is also excited about the Evening 
of Stargazing Concert in Riverside Park 

on June 7, which celebrates the park’s ses-
quicentennial. 

“It’s crazy to think that that park has 
been there for 150 years, and we’ll be cel-
ebrating Neenah’s 150th birthday next 
year,” he said. “It just helps to show the 
cool priorities this community has had.”

The band’s main purpose is providing 
opportunities for volunteer musicians 15 
and older to contribute their talents to a 
variety of music that serves the communi-
ty at large and enjoy the rewards of per-
forming with others. The band also raises 

scholarships for deserving students. 
Practices are held at Horace Mann Mid-

dle School on Tuesday evenings, where 
new players are encouraged to attend with 
a tuned and working instrument. 

“We welcome with open arms, anyone, 
no matter their ability. We’re like a big 
family and there’s always a spot,” Britzke 
said. “We’d love to have somebody who’s 
a professional, but even if you haven’t 
played in 30 years, you can come join us 
and get back into the swing of things again 
and have fun.”

Community Band
from Page 1

Photo from Jacob Martin

Jacob Martin, who is also the Kaukauna 
High School band director, is now leading 
the Neenah Community Band.
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County fair support
Compeer Financial’s Fund for Rural America, the Farm Credit cooperative’s giving pro-
gram, awards county fair groups in the Upper Midwest with grants to improve facilities 
and experiences offered to rural communities. Winnebago County Fair Association 
members are shown with a $4,000 check as one of 64 groups to receive a grant, which 
will be used to replace barn water lines, level ground with additional gravel screenings, 
add electrical services and replace pins in sheep pen gates.

Boys & Girls Club of the Fox Valley 
is seeking mentors to provide positive, 
caring and trusted role models for youth, 
for a minimum of one hourlong session a 
week. In a mentoring relationship, men-
tors provide 1:1 guidance and support to 
help young people build self-confidence, 
learn positive behaviors, stay in school 
and avoid potential pitfalls like drugs and 
gangs. 

Contact Sam at spackard@bgclubfox-
valley.org for more details and to enroll.

St. Vincent de Paul Neenah/Mena-
sha is seeking friendly cashier volunteers, 
at least age 18, with some experience, to 
volunteer in 4-hour shifts. Staff members 
are available at all times for backup. Train-
ing is provided. 

After 30 days, volunteers receive a 50 
percent discount on everything in the 
store priced $15 or less. 

For details, contact Toni at volunteerco-
ordinator@svdpneenah.com or 920-727-
1766, ext. 3.

Volunteer needs

cessful and a good experience for every-
one.”

The Plaza employed 50 staff members 
over the winter, including ice skating at-
tendants, coffee shop workers and clean-
ers. 

“We were buying more espresso ma-
chines and trying to figure out how to 
make hot cocoa faster and we kept having 
to rethink how to serve as many people as 
were coming,” Bergstrom Auth said.

For summer, The Plaza has shifted gears 
to offer an outdoor patio with three fire 
pits, two pickleball courts and backyard 
games such as Jenga, bean bag toss and 
ladder golf.

“When we were building it, the whole 
time we were planning for an ice rink and 
then we ran an ice rink for four months 
and now we’re like, ‘We have this awe-
some space, let’s brainstorm what we can 
do,’” Bergstrom Auth said.

Events planned for this summer include 
an art mercantile on select Saturdays with 
local artists, some outdoor movie nights 
on Fridays and live music every Sunday in 
June, July and August.

Globe Coffee operates year-round at 
The Plaza, offering a breakfast and lunch 
menu, smoothies, tea and coffee made 
with coffee beans roasted in-house. Over 
the winter Globe Coffee offered hot cocoa 
flights. Starting in June hot cocoa flights 
will be replaced with lemonade flights. 
They also offer s’mores for roasting over 
the gas fire pits.

The Plaza has a private room to rent for 
meetings, study groups and birthday par-
ties. Bergstrom Auth said over the winter, 
ice skating birthday parties were so popu-
lar that this summer they’re offering roller 
skating birthday parties. Roller skating pa-
trons will need to bring their own skates. 

The Plaza’s entire space can be rent-
ed for class reunions, graduation parties, 
company picnics or any sort of event that 
ends by 10 p.m., Bergstrom Auth added. 

No carry-ins are allowed and alcohol is 
not served. If The Plaza is rented for a pri-
vate event, they use four caterers – Canno-
va’s Pizzeria, Solea Mexican Grill, Bridge-
wood Premier Catering and Zuppa’s Cafe 
– who can serve alcoholic drinks.

Bergstrom Auth said a common public 
misconception is that The Plaza is sim-
ilar to Neenah’s public parks, which are 
maintained by the taxpayer-funded Parks 
and Recreation Department. She said The 
Plaza is leased from the city by Bergstrom 
Automotive and receives no public fund-
ing. As a privately run business, The Plaza 
has to charge for certain events in order to 
cover expenses.

Visitors may have noticed a construc-
tion project underway next door, which is 
an unrelated condominium development 
that is expected to be complete in January. 
Bergstrom Auth is working with a local 

artist to have a mural painted on the wall 
of the condo facing The Plaza. 

Bergstrom Auth is a former high school 
teacher, photographer and the mother of 
three. She said her first season as Plaza di-
rector has been overwhelmingly positive. 

“I feel like I’m meant to be there be-
cause I love it every day and we’re learning 
so much and I get to work with awesome 
people,” she said. “We’re trying really hard 
to provide a service that people want to 
come be a part of and use and meet up and 
play pickleball and come to our concerts 
and come to our movie nights and make it 
a family-friendly safe space.”

Future Neenah Executive Director Sar-
ah Wylie said the community has been 
very receptive to The Plaza.

“People are loving it,” she said. “It’s such 
a commodity and very great programming 
in the summer and we’re just very thankful 
and in appreciation for it.”

Neenah resident Ruth Whitlinger was 
at The Plaza recently with her family. After 
finishing lunch at Globe Coffee, she and 
her husband watched their son and grand-
daughters play pickleball. 

“I feel we are very blessed in Neenah to 
have (The Plaza),” Whitlinger said. “It of-
fers so many things, from in the winter ice 
skating, to now they’ve been roller skat-
ing, and then they have all the different 
games for kids to play.”

Neenah resident Cheri McDowell was 
visiting Globe Coffee with a friend last 
weekend. She said The Plaza is a beautiful 
addition to the community.

“The next generation has stepped up to 
support us and bring this to us and I am 
just in awe and feel so lucky,” she said. “I 
look at the two blocks of this little down-
town that are packed with new business, 
thousands of people that support it and 
love it here and it draws business to this 
little place and it’s amazing.”

Popular plaza
from Page 1

Photo by Bethanie Gengler

The rustic style interior of The Plaza includes 
Douglas fir beams and hanging chandeliers.

BRIGHT FUTURES ARE BUILT HERE

Discover passions. Explore opportunities. Pursue excellence.

uwosh.edu/study-at-uw-oshkosh

County health officer gets state honor
Doug Gieryn, Winnebago County 

Health Department director, has been 
named the 2022 Health Officer of the Year 
by the Wisconsin Association of Local 
Health Departments and Boards.

“Doug has been a leader during the 
COVID response for the state through 
his participation in the morning COVID 
Response Team for over two years,” one 
of the many nominators for this award 
shared. “He has stepped forward during 
a pandemic to create positive change and 
forge forward in stronger partnerships. 
Doug consistently sees opportunities 
for growth to address health disparities. 
He has given his time and leadership to 

statewide conversations to benefit public 
health.”

County Executive Jon Doemel added in 
the announcement, “Above and beyond 
countless hours focused on the pandem-
ic, he and his team found capacity to help 
our county write and win a $10.35 mil-
lion grant to address housing instability 
through multiple projects and partners 
throughout the community. Director Gi-
eryn has also fought our opioid crisis head 
on by implementing innovative methods 
to prevent overdose deaths in our county.”

The award was celebrated during a Pub-
lic Health Awards Ceremony held last 
week.
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Photo by Dustin Riese

Neenah’s Brady Corso has his eyes on home plate as he scores a run during Tuesday’s WIAA tournament win over Oshkosh West. Corso scored a 
team-high three runs in the Rockets’ 9-2 win.

By Dustin Riese
News contributor

After struggling to find consistency 
most of the season, things are starting 
to come together at the perfect time for 
the Neenah baseball team as the Rockets 
rolled to a 9-2 win over Oshkosh West in a 
WIAA Division 1 regional baseball game 
on Tuesday. 

The win marks the Rockets fifth win in 
their last six games. 

“I thought the kids played extreme-
ly hard today,” Rockets head coach Jack 
Taschner said. “West has a lot of good hit-
ters and they beat us once this year so we 
knew they were going to be ready.”

The victory was backed by a strong 
performance from starting pitcher Carter 
Thomas, who allowed just two runs and 
three hits in six innings. The senior hurler 
struck out seven and did not walk a batter.  

“Carter (Thomas) tossed a great game 
for us and we did what we needed to do 
to win,” Taschner said. “The beautiful 
thing about having a senior on the mound 
who has been there and done that, is that 
no moment is too big for them. He might 
struggle at times, but he always competes 
and never loses his confidence. He is one 
of those guys that can make those in-game 
adjustments and it was great to see him 
lead the way for us.”

West scored both of its runs – one of 
which was unearned –  in the second in-
ning, but Thomas blanked the Wildcats 
over his next four innings allowing the 
Rockets’ to take charge. 

“I knew I was getting a little out of sync 

in that second inning, but I tried to not let 
that faze me,” Thomas said. “Once I was 
able to regroup, I started to make better 
pitches and was able to finish off the game 
strong which was a nice thing.”

Neenah’s first two runs were scored off 
the bat of Eli Schmidt, who lifted a sacri-
fice fly in the first inning to score Brady 
Corso and repeated that effort in the third 
inning to tie the game at 2. 

“Another thing we have done well with 
lately which we displayed tonight was get-
ting rid of the selfish at bats,” Taschner 
said. “Schmidt came away with a pair of 
sacrifice flies which is something we were 
not doing in the early part of the season. 

We are playing well right now, but we have 
to keep it going.”

Corso, who finished with a pair of hits 
and scored three runs, drove in the go-
ahead run with a single in the fourth in-
ning before Neenah took a 4-2 lead on 
an RBI-double by Andrew Carlson in the 
fifth inning. 

The Rockets then erupted for five runs 
in the sixth inning to break the game open. 

Singles by Will Sorenson and Evan 
Paque followed by an Oshkosh West er-
ror loaded the bases with Max Medrano 
plating a run with a sacrifice fly to center 
field. Schmidt then followed with a two-
run single before Wildcat errors allowed 
two more runs to score and all but secure 
the win. 

“As a team, I thought we did a great job 
of playing for each other,” Thomas said. 
“Whether it was at the plate, in the field 
or on the bases, we all picked each other 
up tonight and made sure we came away 
with the win.”

Payton Miller came on to pitch a 
scoreless seventh in relief of Thomas and 
worked out of a bases-loaded jam to close 
out the win. 

Paque and Gradin Taschner joined Cor-
so with tallying two hits in the game for 
the Rockets 

“We had that rough patch toward the 
middle of the season, but that was a long 
time ago,” Thomas said. “Recently we have 
been playing a lot better and I think we are 
starting to hit our stride as a team. Hope-
fully it can continue as we are a good team 
when everything is clicking.”

By Dustin Riese
News contributor

AMHERST – St. Mary Catholic 
fell behind 6-0 after two innings and 
couldn’t rally against top-seeded Am-
herst, as the Zephyrs had their season 
end in an 8-2 loss in a WIAA Division 3 
baseball regional final Tuesday. 

“Tough loss tonight to a talented Am-
herst team,” head coach Jeff Hogenson 
said. “It’s easy to see why they are ranked 
the top Division 3 team in the state with 
the depth up and down their lineup. 
They will be a tough out for anyone this 
year.”

The unbeaten Falcons scored five runs 
in the first inning and added another in 
the second to seize control of the game 
before the Zephyrs got on the board in 
the top of the third. 

Alex Rice, who was courtesy running 
for Noah Decker, dashed home with St. 
Mary Catholic’s first run on the back 
end of a double steal with Aidan Birling. 
Fisher MacKenzie then delivered an 
RBI-groundout to slice the Falcons’ lead 
to 6-2. 

St. Mary Catholic then had two run-
ners on with one out in the fourth but 
failed to score and the Falcons added 
a run in the bottom of the inning and 
tacked on an insurance run in the fifth 
for the final margin. 

Despite the loss, Hogenson was 
pleased with the way his team finished 
in his first season as head coach and with 
only four seniors on the roster believes 
the future is bright for the program. 

The Zephyrs started the season 0-4 
but finished with a 10-8 record and 
credited the efforts of the players and 
coaches for the turnaround.

“Their buy-in to what we are trying to 
build was well beyond what I could have 
hoped for in our first season,” Hogenson 
said. “I’m proud of how our Zephyr team 
performed this season. Although I’m 
disappointed the season is over, I’m very 
excited for the future of our program.”

The Zephyrs managed just four hits 
off of Amherst starter Tyler Soulshy, 
with Noah Decker, Birling, MacKenzie 
and George Albers tallying the offense. 

Owen Ripley took the loss on the 
mound for St. Mary Catholic, despite 
striking out six batters in 3 2/3 innings. 
He allowed seven runs, six earned, and 
walked six. MacKenzie closed out the 
game, allowing just one run on one hit 
in 2 2/3 innings.

Zephyrs fall 
to Falcons in 
regional tilt

Thomas’ strong start propels Rockets

Photo by Dustin Riese

Carter Thomas allowed just one earned run 
in six innings to lead Neenah to a win on 
Tuesday against Oshkosh West.

Prep sports roundup
TRACK AND FIELD

Rockets’ relays bank  
state meet berths

The Neenah High School track and field 
team will have four relays and three indi-
viduals competing at the WIAA Division 
1 State Track and Field meet this weekend 
in La Crosse. 

The boys will be sending three of their 
relays to state, including the 800-meter 
relay that won a sectional title last Thurs-
day at West Bend East. The four runners 
on that squad were Dayne Newman, Gage 
Ramos, Ethan Snider and Jase Jenkins. 

The 1,600-meter relay team of Ramos, 
Snider, Charles Fredrickson and Jack Mon-

son also won a sectional title and are seed-
ed eighth out of 24 teams at the state meet. 

Newman and Jenkins will join Cayden 
Retzki and Grant Dean on the 400-meter 
relay team to round out the boys relays. 

Isiah Lassiter also qualified in the 800 me-
ters for Neenah and will run in the fast heat.

For the girls, Lauren Tears advanced to 
state in the 1,600 meters, while Mazie Ol-
kowski will run in the 3,200 meters. 

The Rockets also qualified its 3,200-me-
ter relay team of Hadly Hackinson, Rebec-
ca Marsh, Lexi Dorner and Tears. 

St. Mary Catholic  
sending two to state

Nolie Anderson and Alexander Grop-
pel will be representing St. Mary Catholic 

at the WIAA Division 3 State Track and 
Field meet in La Crosse.

Anderson will compete in the discus 
where she finished fourth at the sectional 
meet, while Groppel will run in the 800 
meters after placing third at sectionals last 
week in Rosholt. 

The state meet runs Friday and Satur-
day at UW-La Crosse’s Veterans Memorial 
Stadium.
TENNIS

Neenah advances four 
flights at state tourney

The powerhouse Neenah tennis will be 
well represented at the WIAA Division 1 
state tennis meet as the Rockets boast two 

qualifiers in both the singles and doubles 
brackets. 

Leading the singles qualifiers was soph-
omore Solomon Dunsirn, who is seed-
ed second in the field and entered the 
state tournament with a 31-1 record. He 
dropped only four games in three matches 
in winning the title at last week’s sectional 
tournament. 

He will be joined in the state singles 
bracket by junior David Murphy, who 
won the No. 2 singles title at sectionals to 
automatically qualify for the state meet. 

In doubles, Neenah’s top pairing of se-
niors Nolan Kubiak and Khaled Saleh are 
the No. 2 seed in the state tournament 

See Prep roundup on Page 11
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PLUMBING

• Residential • Industrial
•Commercial • M.P. #255145

• Licensed and Insured

Not only service,
We provide solutions!

E-RECYCLING

Destroying Your Past to
Protect Your Future

Certified Electronics Recycling
& Data Destruction
Drop-off Service for Residents
Pickup Services for Businesses

(920)232-7373
www.sadoffecycle.com
36 E. 10th Ave Oshkosh

CARPET CLEANING

FOR TWO ROOM
CARPET CLEANING

MENTION YOU SAW US IN THE
HERALD AND GET

$75

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

RUG CLEANING

SPOT/STAIN
REMOVAL SERVICES

CLEANS

VOTED BEST
CARPET CLEANING COMPANY

ES

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Ofice Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Call or Stop In for a Free Quote

JD Williams, REALTOR®

(920) 252-3633 Cell

920-230-8880 Ofice

814 Knapp St · Oshkosh

HELPING EMPTYNESTERS

FINDANEWNEST

www.sellwithjd.com

REAL ESTATEFOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

 Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your 
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.  

CONCRETE

Your neighbors’ concrete guys

Text 920.585.3478 for free consultation

• Flatwork patios, driveways,
walkways, poolside

• Foundations

• Firepits, chimneys, basement
and restoration projects

• Stamped and colored options
customized

• Insured

INSECT CONTROL

D.J.’S INSECT CONTRRRT OL

David Girard Owner/Operator

(920) 716-4349
Serving the FoxValley
Licensed and Insured

Japanese Beetles • Flies
Fleas • Bees • Ants
Box Elders • Spiders, Etc.

The Best Defense
Against Unwanted Insects

“I can rest knowing that
everything is handled promptly
and correctly, every time.”

- Gerry H.
Is managing your properties
stressful and time consuming?

Call 920-358-0206 to put
Titan to work for you!

Lets You
Live

Better

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RRRIIINNNGGGRRIINNGG
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

TROPHY

TROPHIES * AWARDS * RIBBONS

ENGRAVABLE GIFTS * MEDALS

Neenah - Menasha’s
Complete Awards Center

E-Mail Allsporttrophy@aol.com • Website allsporttrophy.com

All-Sport Trophy & Engraving
856 S Commercial Street, Neenah,WI. 54956

(920)722-0146

Neenah golfer Callahan driven by challenge of the game
By Tim Froberg
News contributor

Golf is a challenging, often frustrating 
sport that requires quick fixes on the fly.

It’s John Callahan’s type of game.
Callahan is the No.1 golfer on a rock-sol-

id Neenah boys’ team and one of the ar-
ea’s better performers. He was a sectional 
qualifier along with the entire Rockets’ 
squad after placing third individually at 
last week’s Oshkosh West Division region-
al with a 79. The Rockets qualified their 
entire team with a second-place finish. 

Callahan tuned up for sectionals by 
shooting the same score a week earlier for 
a top-10 finish at the Fox Valley Associa-
tion meet where Neenah finished fourth.

Callahan is a fourth-year varsity player 
and a team captain who was a first-team 
all-FVA selection last season. He was also 
a WIAA state qualifier in 2021, winning a 
sectional playoff to claim the last of three 
individual state berths.

“John has been an integral part of our 
program the last four years,” said Neenah 
coach Isaac Quella. “His work ethic, ded-
ication, savviness and love of the game 
make him stand out on the course. He has 
a competitive drive that pushes him to 
work harder than most to be the best play-
er he can possibly be. 

“John has been an honor to coach. I’m 
excited to see what he and the rest of the 
team can accomplish in the postseason.”

Golf is the lone sport that Callahan 
plays at Neenah. It appeals to the prob-
lem-solving skills he’s been blessed with.

“I just love the creativity of golf,” Callah-
an said. “I played almost every sport when 
I was younger, but chose to focus on golf 
when I got to high school. It’s a sport that 
allows you to troubleshoot, which I enjoy. 
I like being taxed with a problem and you 
get more than enough of them on the golf 
course.”

Callahan has the experience and calm, 
cool demeanor to deal with most of the is-
sues commonly experienced on the links.

“I do like that challenge,” Callahan said. 
“It can get you angry at times, but at other 
times it’s so rewarding. I get a lot of enjoy-
ment out of that (the challenges of golf) 

and I’m always trying to get better. That’s 
what keeps me coming back.”

Callahan has been golfing since a young 
age.

“My dad has a picture of me when I was 
two on the front lawn holding a golf club,” 
Callahan said. “I was 8 when I started tak-
ing swing lessons.”

The Neenah senior – he’s a fourth-gen-
eration John Callahan – learned the game 
from his father, John Callahan III. John 
isn’t the only Callahan representing Neen-
ah on the links. His younger sister, Carly, 
was a freshman member of the Neenah 
girls’ golf team last fall.

“My dad originally taught me how to 
play and honestly, he’s probably been the 
best teacher I’ve had with the game,” Cal-
lahan said. “He’s guided me and helped 
me along with way. Without him, I prob-
ably wouldn’t have fallen in love with the 
game.

“We still play a lot together and it’s a lot 
of fun. My sister is kind of a beginner, so 
we’ve taken her out and she’s learned from 
myself and my dad.”

Callahan can’t get enough of the game. 
He’s a junior member of Ridgeway Coun-
try Club and also works there as an out-
side assistant, cleaning carts and clubs and 
gathering golf balls.

“Between golfing and work, I’m out on 
the course during the summer seven days 
a week,” Callahan said. “I’m always around 

the game, learning and meeting new peo-
ple. It’s really fun.”

As a golfer, Callahan’s short game is 
considered to be his strength.

“I feel my iron play is what I do best,” he 
said. “There are other areas where I need 
work, but I’ve become pretty proficient 
with my iron play. One of my strong suits 
is that I’m a level-headed guy. I don’t let 
things get to me and that’s pretty import-
ant on the golf course. You need a level 
mind and you need to keep things simple.”

Callahan is also proficient in the class-
room. He’s a high-honors student with a 
3.7 grade-point-average. He will attend 
the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire in 
the fall where he’s considering a computer 
science major. He’s also interested in golf-
ing for the Blugolds.

“I don’t know yet if it will involve a try-
out, or if ’ll be able to walk on, but playing 
golf at Eau Claire is the goal,” Callahan 
said.

Regardless of what happens in college, 
Callahan figures to be swinging the clubs 
for decades to come.

“I just love the sport and I’m going to 
keep playing as long as I can,” Callahan 
said. “When I get old, I want to retire, 
move somewhere warm and golf all the 
time. That would be the ultimate goal.”

Submitted photo

John Callahan leads his Neenah High School 
golf team as a senior captain.

Senior Spotlight
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

3 WEEKS NEW JOB! NEW CAREER - NEW 
YOU! Train with us for your CDL at  
SCDTI 715-942-2700 ext 102

For Sale

AKC CHOC, BLACK & YELLOW LAB PUPS 
shots/dewormed/dews/vet check,  

M-$950, F-$1000 715-257-1330 (267331)

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS shots/
worm/dews/vet M-$950 F-$1000  

715-257-1330 (267331)

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES Tri-Color, Shots/Vet 
Checked, dews, dewormed $1000 No Sunday 

Calls 715-409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

CHIHUAHUA/FOX TERRIER CROSS PUPPIES 
4-Females $250 ea, Ready to go!  

920-797-9347

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

FOR SALE: TEDDY BEAR PUPPIES 11 wks 
old UTD on shots & dewormer,  

Ready to go, $800 715-703-8981

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS  AKC Excel Temp 
Genetic Guarantee Parents OFA’d 715-537-

5413 www.jerland.com #268001-DS 
(WCAN)

“GO FISH - CANADA!” 
KINGFISHER RESORT 

Cabin-Boast-Motor-Gas $85 per person/day. 
JULY/AUG/ SEPT SPECIAL $80 per person/

day 800-452-8824  
www.kingfisherlodge.com (WCAN)

LIQUIDATION - NOW UP TO 70% OFF - 
RETIREMENT SALE! 

WoodworkersDepot.com M-Sat 8-4, Onei-
da St., off 41, right at Subway, 2965 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay 800-891-9003 (WCAN)

METAL STORAGE SHEDS Treated floor, 
12’x16’ $3700; 12’x20’ $4850; 715-321-1309

MINI GOLDEN DOODLE PUPS shots/
wormed/dews/vet $1200 715-255-2661 

(269146)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS Fawn colored 
Shots UTD Ready Now! $800  

715-701-1473

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 

reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 

Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New 
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates 

make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional Installation. Top Quality - Made 
in the USA. Call for free consultation: 877-
544-2415 Ask about our specials! (WCAN)

Multi-family large sale. Children’s 
clothes, toys, books, bikes, tools, small 
appliances, and much more! June 10 & 
11, 9AM - 4PM at 311 & 316 Thomas Ct, 

Neenah.

Rummage Sale, 1851 Indian Point RD, 
Oshkosh and neighborhood, June 3 and 
4, 9 to 5. Teacher materials, books, toys, 

clothes, bird stands, and aquarium.

“Rummage Sale” 1327 Grand St, Oshkosh 
WI 54901. Saturday, June 4th - 8:00 - 4:00, 
Sunday, June 5th - 8:00 - 3:00. Furniture - 

Clothes - Collectibles - Figurines - Misc.

1384 N Oakwood Road, Oshkosh. Friday 
9-4  & Saturday 9-3.Tractor, Lawn 

Mowers, Snowblowers, Small Kitchen 
Appliances, Men’s/Women’s Clothing, 
Miscellaneous. CASH ONLY. NO EARLY 

SALES.

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local  

414-520-1612

FOR RENT:  Dock Space in Well-Protected Har-
bor.  2492 Hickory Lane, Oshkosh.  233-3618

New Storage Units - Power & Light included, 
24/7 access. 14x40 with tall door and 12x20 
with large door. Outer Space Storage, 3250 
Walter St, Oshkosh 54901, cleverly hidden 

behind Fasco Appliance. 920/376-0629

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications 

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE helps 
Rawhide provide mental health services that 
redirect local Wisconsin youth & adults from 

harmful decisions. Donate Today!  
888-653-2729 (WCAN)

CRANDON, WI 10 acres on gravel town 
road w/power, good hunting, more 

land available $49,500 Land Contract 
Available 715-493-6121 (WCAN)

920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $325

Locally Owned & Operated

Neenah, WI

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

field. The duo lost only two games in three 
matches in winning the sectional title last 
week, improving their record to 31-0 on 
the season. Saleh finished fourth at the 
state meet last year with partner Cooper 
Moss. 

The other doubles team to qualify for 
state for the Rockets is senior Henry Wer-
ner and junior Satchel Moss. That pair is 
seeded 11th in the bracket and sported a 
25-1 record entering the state tournament. 

Neenah will also be competing at the 
team state tournament next weekend in 
Madison after winning the sectional title. 

The Rockets got singles titles from 
Dunsirn, Murphy and Ben Kotchen at No. 
4 singles, while all three doubles teams 
– Leyton Daharsh and Jaxon King at the 
No. 3 flight – joined the two state quali-
fiers claimed sectional titles. The Rockets 
scored a whopping 54 points, to easily 
outdistance second-place Oshkosh West, 
which had 29. 

Neenah is seeded third in the eight-team 
field and will face Eau Claire Memorial in 
a first-round match.  

Zephyrs’ Auth, top  
doubles team make state

St. Mary Catholic will be represented 
by a pair of flights at the WIAA Division 2 
state tennis tournament going on in Madi-
son this weekend. 

Wesley Auth earned an automatic bid 
by winning the No. 1 singles title at the 
Kohler sectional last week, beating Plym-
outh’s Owen Plate in straight sets in the 
final. Auth, a freshman, is seeded fifth in 
the singles bracket and entered the tour-
nament with a 20-0 record. 

The Zephyrs’ No. 1 doubles pairing of 
sophomore Grant Bergstrom and fresh-
man Felipe Gaztelu will also be compet-
ing at state after earning an automatic bid 
by placing second at sectionals. The duo 
entered the state tournament with an 18-2 
record.

The individual state meet began Thurs-
day and will conclude on Saturday at the 
Nielsen Tennis Center in Madison.
GOLF

Neenah’s Callahan  
headed to state meet

Neenah senior John Callahan will be 
heading to Blackwolf Run and the WIAA 
Division 1 state tournament after firing 
a 79 to tie for sixth place at the sectional 
tournament held at Washington County 
Golf Course on Tuesday.

Callahan tied with Hartford’s Matthew 
Zagar, one shot behind a pair of golfers 
who tied for fifth. Sheboygan North’s Ma-
son Schmidtke was medalist with a 75. 

Neenah fell just short of qualifying as a 
team as the Rockets finished in third place 
in the team standings with a score of 335, 

just four shots behind Fond du Lac. She-
boygan North claimed the team title with 
a 318.

Payton Kramer tied for eighth for the 
Rockets with an 82 to also finish in the 
top 10. Eli Oitzinger with an 85 and Julian 
Gallmeier with an 89 rounded out Neen-
ah’s scoring golfers. 

Lynch leads St. Mary 
Catholic golfers

Junior Spencer Lynch shot an even 
par 71 at The Oaks in Cottage Grove in a 
WIAA Division 3 sectional golf meet on 
Wednesday. 

Lynch had the lowest round of the golf-
ers who had posted scores by deadline. He 
was four shots better than the next lowest 
round. 

Lynch was on pace to advance to the 
state golf meet as an individual, however, 
the official list of state qualifiers would 
not be released until all of the scores were 
posted from the meet.

Dane Anderson and Evan Bengel each 
added 94s for the Zephyrs.

St. Mary Catholic shot a 361 as a team 
and had been eliminated from contention 
for one of the two team qualifying spots 
at state. 
SOFTBALL

Rockets blank Goslings 
in sectional semifinal

Morgan Harwood struck out 19 batters 
in throwing a one-hit shutout to lead sev-
enth-seeded Neenah past Watertown, 2-0, 
in a WIAA Division 1 sectional semifinal 
on Tuesday.

Harwood did have baserunners to deal 
with in five of the seven innings, but did 
not allow a Gosling past second base the 
entire game. She struck out every Water-
town batter at least once and fanned the 
bottom three hitters in the Watertown 
lineup a combined nine times.

Harwood also played a key role in the 
Rockets’ run production, delivering an 
RBI-single in the top of the first inning 
to score Bella Coulman. Harwood later 
scored on a two-out single by Piper Alberg 
to account for Neenah’s runs.

Coulman finished 3-for-4 to lead the 
Rocket offense, which totaled eight hits in 
the game.

 
SOCCER

Neenah tops Sheboygan 
North in regional

Leah Forget and Ella Rice each tallied 
goals as 10th-seeded Neenah went on the 
road to upend seventh-seeded Sheboygan 
North in a WIAA Division 1 regional soc-
cer match on Tuesday.

It was the sixth straight win for the 
Rockets with all of the victories coming 
by shutout.

The Rockets will play at second-seeded 
Beaver Dam on Saturday at 5 p.m.

Prep roundup
from Page 9

Employment

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Real Estate/Rental

Neenah Joint School District photo

Cruising to success 
Members of Neenah High School’s Class of 2022 found a fitting watercraft to ride 
amid rain showers in a parade last Wednesday morning around the school grounds. 
Graduation ceremonies were held that evening in the Ron Einerson Fieldhouse.

Drain Campaign targets area boaters
The Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance is 

teaming up with the state Department of 
Natural Resources for the annual Drain 
Campaign from Saturday through Mon-
day.

Anglers are asked to remember to drain 
their livewells and fish buckets before 
leaving boat launches this fishing sea-
son. Draining all water helps prevent the 
spread of numerous invasive species that 
can’t be easily see. These include disease 
such as Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia 
(VHS) and microscopic larvae of zebra 
mussels. 

When it comes to moving a catch, ice 

will keep fish fresher than water as they 
are moved. 

Draining and rinsing the engine, espe-
cially if the boat isn’t used frequently, re-
duces the chance of mussel’s larvae plug-
ging the engine intake.

Joining in the effort across the state, 
the Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance’s Clean 
Boats Clean Waters, boat inspectors will 
be at launches around the Winnebago 
System reminding anglers and all boaters 
about the water draining law in Wiscon-
sin. 

They will have free towels on hand to 
give out.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4

10 AM - 6 PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 5

11 AM - 6 PM

2788 TOWNE COURT, NEENAH

(Indoor Facility)

RUMMAGE &

COLLECTIBLE SALE

See full ad at GLAUCTIONS.NET
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Why read?
Why is it important to know how to read? 

Describe to other students the reasons 
reading is important and entertaining.

Standards Link: Distinguish 
long/short vowels.

Circle words with 
vowels on one page of 
the newspaper. Each 

word should contain a 
different long or short 
vowel sound. Can you 
find a word for each 

vowel sound? 

Long and Short 
Vowel Ocean

        tingrays are flat fishes that seem 
           to fly underwater. Stingrays 
         and other rays are 
sometimes called batoids 
because they look a bit like 
bats when they are swimming.

Stingrays got their name from the 
sharp, venom-tipped spines on their tails 
that can come out when the 
tail hits an animal. They only 
sting when threatened or stepped on.

Stingrays burrow in 
the sand in shallow waters to hide from predators 
or wait for prey to swim by. Their colors often match the sand or mud 
where they hide. This is called camouflage.

When walking in shallow 
waters where stingrays 
live, do the stingray shuffle. 
Shuffle your feet along the 
bottom to warn hiding 
stingrays that you are 
coming. The shy, gentle 
creature will hear you and 
swim away before you 
step on it.

Stingray Shu�e

Help the ray escape 
the shark!

The giant manta ray is the largest ray. Use the code to 
discover the manta ray’s size.

Manta rays can grow to be more than                     feet wide.

Manta rays never stop swimming and travel in large groups to 
feeding grounds. These large groups can include as many as        

rays and are known as a fever.

They can weigh more than                                            pounds.

Largest Ray is the Manta Ray

= 0 = 1 = 2 = 3 = 4 = 5 = 6

A ray’s predators include sharks, other 
large fish, orcas, seals and sea lions.

 SMLAC

HSPIMR

LMALS HFSI

What eats rays?

Unscramble the letters to see 
some of the things rays eat.

What do rays eat?
LSNISA

A stingray’s mouth is on the underside 
of its body and the eyes, nostrils and 
gills are on the top. Why would that 

be good for stingrays? 
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

P

Y

A

R

G

N

I

T

S

PREDATORS 
STINGRAY 
SHALLOW 
BATOIDS 
SPINES 
TRAVEL 
MANTA 
FEVER 
SEALS 
GILLS 
VENOM 
SHARP 
MATCH 
SAND 
SWIM 
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TFossils of rays have been found that are 
million years old!

The smallest ray is 
the short-nose 
electric ray which 
is about 4 inches 
across and 
weighs less 
than a pound.

Electric rays are named 
for their ability to generate and transmit an electric current to 
stun prey and for protection from predators.

Smallest Rays

It’s been a long time!
50 + 50 + 50

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Calculate sums and differences.

Seaworthy Facts

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? Read the article below and 
circle the eight errors you find. Then rewite the article correctly.

Imagine what it would be like like if one person 
tryed to lift 50 jumbo jets. This amount of presure, 
more than eight tons per square inch, is the same 
as the pressure at the deepest part of the ocean.

Did you know that gold is suspended in the 
worlds seawater? If it was possible to extract that 
gold, each person on Earth would have nine 
pownds of gold.

Most people know that Mount Everest is Earth’s 
tallest mowntain at 29,029 feet. But Mauna Kea, 
an old volcano in Hawaii, is raelly taller. In total, 
Mauna Kea is 33,465 feet tall if measured from 
the seabed. Only 13,796 feet are above the surfis 
of the ocean.

THE MORE KIDS READ, THE MORE THEY SUCCEED!

KidScoopNews.org

Reading ability predicts:

Future employment and level of pay

Health care access and need for
social services supports

Criminal justice system involvement and costs

Vitality and cultural health of the community

Continued cycle of poverty

A child’s future options for a successful life

for your support of Kid Scoop.
To learn how you can support Newspapers in
Education call Karen at 920.858.6407

Thank you

Why support Kid Scoop? To make an impact!

1197 W.Wisconsin Ave.


