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Riverside in bloom
Visitors to Riverside Park last weekend were surrounded by sunshine and colorful wildflower blooms.

New mayor recounts her  
local history, looks forward
By Patti Lee
News contributor

Jane Lang is now sitting on “the other 
side of the desk,” the second woman to 
hold the office of Neenah mayor.  

“I’m just so thankful to have the oppor-
tunity to sit in this chair,” Lang said in an 
interview. “It was actually very awkward 
for me at first – sitting on this side of the 
desk. I’ve spent so many hours talking 
with Mayor Kaufert on that side. It’s a dif-
ferent perspective.”  

Neenah’s mayoral race was a clean and 
classy affair. The candidates were col-
leagues and friends. They focused on the 
issues. Lang put forward the qualities that 
set her candidacy apart and the rest, as 
they say, is history.  

“This is part of what’s great about liv-
ing in a country where a person is elected 
for a term. If the people want to elect that 
person again, they have the option to do 

so,” Lang said. “It gives the community a 
chance for a fresh start, a fresh look at how 
you want the community to be viewed, 
and it’s a great opportunity for new initia-
tives and beginnings.”  

On April 18, the mayor-elect sat down 
with Mayor Dean Kaufert for his last time 
in that capacity and talked through the 
handoff process.  

“His last day, my first day. In a way, that’s 
really when it was turned over,” Lang said. 
The swearing in followed the next day.

There have been some emotional mo-
ments for Lang. As the baby of her family, 
there is a 19-year gap between Lang and 
her eldest brother. None of her siblings 
live in the area and her parents have both 
passed.  

Her sister asked if she would be sworn 
in with a Bible. She hadn’t really thought 

Photo by Patti Lee

Mayor Jane Lang, shown behind her new desk, was sworn in April 19 as the city’s leader.

Phone scam thieves prey on families
Victims recount experiences 
dealing with phony claims
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

The Neenah Police Department is noti-
fying residents to be aware of scam callers 
after a city resident was scammed out of 
$18,000. 

The victim fell for a “grandparent scam,” 
which the FBI reports is a scam where 
“criminals impersonate a panicked loved 
one, usually a grandchild, nephew, or 
niece of an elderly person. The loved one 
claims to be in trouble and needs money 
immediately.”

Police posted on social media that the 

suspected scammer called an elderly 
Neenah victim and pretended to be the 
victim’s granddaughter. The suspect stated 
she was with an attorney and the grand-
daughter was involved in a traffic accident 
and needed bail money. 

The victim went and got $18,000 cash 
and a man came to the victim’s house to 
collect it, according to police. The man 
introduced himself as “Jacob Robertson.” 
He is described as a 20- to 30-year-old 
African American wearing a black or gray 
jacket, pants and sunglasses. He was driv-
ing a smaller blue vehicle. Anyone with 
information about the case is asked to call 
920-886-6000.

The FBI reports that in 2021, more than 
450 victims over age 60 reported grand-

parent scams, with approximate losses of 
$6.5 million.

An 89-year-old Neenah resident who 
asked not to be named in this story said he 
received a grandparent scam call around 9 
a.m. May 4.

“They said their name was Bonnie and 
then they asked me what relation and who 
Bonnie was to me and I said it was my 
niece,” he said. 

When the resident questioned the call-
er about why she did not sound like his 
niece, the caller told him that she woke up 
that morning with a cold, sore throat and 
stuffy nose, he said.

The resident said he knew the caller was 

See Mayor Lang on Page 12

See Phone scams on Page 7
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Farmers Market scheduled to open for the season on June 11
Future Neenah’s 30th annual Farmers 

Market at Shattuck Park returns from 8 
a.m. to noon Saturdays starting June 11 
through Oct. 15 at Shattuck Park. 

Fresh produce, crafts and bakery items 
will be available every week from more 
than 40 vendors. There will be live music 

each week from 10 a.m. to noon.
New this year will be Kids’ Day at 

the Market every third Saturday of the 
month. 

Each month will be a different theme 
and include activities such as crafts, face 
painting and bounce houses.

The market offers a free Loyalty Card 
program with gift incentives that visitors 
can sign up for at the information booth. 

The Farmers Market accepts Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) food share benefits through a 
grant from Kimberly-Clark Cares and 
WIC (Women, Infants, Children) bene-
fits. 

For details or more information visit 
www.neenah.org or call 722-1920.
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State 114 road project previewed
Neenah News

The state Department of Transporta-
tion’s Northeast Region has a design proj-
ect preview available to view proposed 
improvements on 1.7 miles of State 114 
within Menasha and Fox Crossing be-
tween Manitowoc Street and U.S. 10/
Oneida Street in Winnebago County. 

On wisconsindot.gov, the information 
is through the Projects by Region link 
under the Northeast region. Included are 
maps of the project limits and location, 
proposed scope and schedule, traffic im-
pacts and proposed detour route, displays 
and exhibits, temporary business signing 

information, a downloadable project in-
formation handout, and methods for the 
public to comment.

Also on the website is information to 
join the State 114 Project online public 
meeting scheduled for 5 p.m. Tuesday. 
Project staff will present the proposed 
improvements via Microsoft Teams. Pub-
lic input will be sought on the identified 
needs and proposed design details. A 
comment, question and answer period 
will follow the live presentation. 

Participants can access the live meeting 
via computer browser or mobile device by 
going to the WIS 114 Project website and 

clicking on the “join the meeting” under 
the Public Meeting Notice. There is an 
option to join the meeting via audio-only 
with a conference call.

The proposed project is a reconstruc-
tion-level improvement with full pave-
ment and subgrade replacement. Con-
struction is also proposed for sidewalk, 
curb ramps, storm sewer and the recre-
ation trail on the south side of State 114 in 
the project work zone. Engineers are also 
reviewing intersection geometry and eval-
uating turn lane needs. 

The road will be closed and detoured 
during construction. 

A Neenah-based U.S. Army Reserve 
unit is being deployed to the Middle East 
to support service members there.

The 395th Ordnance Company will 
send about 100 troops to the region later 
this month, according to a report that pro-
vided no other details.

Neenah-based reserve 
unit heading to Mideast

Unit size of 2 in x 2.5 in for only $25
Deadline: Friday, May 20, 2022 – 4pm
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UWO graduated a record 58 doctor of nursing 
practice students last week, the largest class 

since the program began in 2010. This infusion of 
advanced practice registered nurses to the region 

boosts patient access to quality healthcare. 

Learn more about how UWO develops caring and 
scholarly nurses at uwosh.edu/con.

COMMUNITY 
UW OSHKOSH PUTS

FRONT AND CENTER

Pedestrian dies in highway accident
A 24-year-old Neenah man was killed 

after being struck by a vehicle Sunday 
morning as he was walking along State 76 
north of Shady Lane in the Town of Clay-
ton, according to the Winnebago County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

The victim was identified as Michael 
James Schermerhorn.

The driver of the vehicle notified au-
thorities at 12:19 a.m. that she had hit 
someone with her vehicle. Police said she 

looked for the man but could not find 
him. Officers found the victim and lifesav-
ing measures were attempted but he was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

The police report said the Hortonville 
woman was driving north on State 76 
when the crash occurred. She was the only 
person in the vehicle and was not hurt.

The highway was closed until about 4 a.m. 
Sunday with several response agencies as-
sisting. The incident is under investigation. 

Photo by David Hall

Shelter garden party
Visitors to the Neenah Animal Shelter checked out the offerings at the organization’s 
Garden Party last Saturday, where plants and seedlings were donated for sale. Other 
family activities were offered at the fundraiser. 
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Special dogs help launch specialty beers in area
Top Dog competition 
engages local breweries
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News 

Five area breweries released special 
beers last weekend featuring some lucky 
dogs pictured on the beer cans as part 
of the northeast Wisconsin “NEW Top 
Dog” contest benefiting area animal 
shelters and the Oshkosh Mid-Morning 
Kiwanis Club.

NEW Top Dog is an online fundraiser 
and pooch popularity contest. The Ki-
wanis, a nonprofit organization serving 
children in Oshkosh and international-
ly, came up with the contest in response 
to the pandemic, according to its web-
site. Proceeds from the fundraiser are 
split among the animal shelters and the 
Kiwanis.

The first NEW Top Dog contest was 
held in 2020-21 and raised $50,000 for the 
Kiwanis and the Oshkosh Area Humane 
Society. The 2021-22 contest was opened 
up to benefit the Kiwanis and animal shel-
ters in Appleton, Green Bay, Manitowoc, 
Neenah, Oshkosh and Shawano. 

Participants enter the fundraiser by 
donating $10 and sending in a photo 
of their dog along with a description of 
why their pooch is the coolest. After reg-
istering, contestants encourage friends 
and family to vote for $1 each time. 

The winning dog from each of the six 
local contests is featured on a beer can 
and their pet parents work with a local 
brewery to participate in the naming 
and brewing process. The nine run-
ner-up dogs in each contest are also pic-
tured on the beer can. 

The top 10 dogs with the most votes 
from each of the six contests win prizes 
and move on to a championship round.

This year’s overall champion is Wat-
son, a 9-year-old yellow Labrador who 
represented the Neenah Animal Shelter. 
Watson is a grand champion show dog 
who lives with Neenah residents Larry 
and Suzanne Langohr. Watson is co-
owned by their daughter, Nicole Lang-
ohr-Hahn. 

The mother-daughter pair are the 
owners of Lucy’s Closet pet boutique 
on West Wisconsin Avenue. 

Watson is a therapy dog for The-
daCare, several nursing homes in the 
Fox Valley and the Wisconsin Veterans 
Home at King in Waupaca, who award-
ed Watson with a certificate for his 
many hours of volunteer service. Wat-
son also had a role in the musical “Le-

gally Blonde,” put on by Neenah High 
School last year.

Watson helped raise $11,843 for the 
Neenah shelter. He placed sixth overall 
in Neenah but then beat out the com-
petition in the championship round, 
bringing in another $5,000 bonus for 
Neenah Animal Shelter. 

As the overall NEW Top Dog cham-
pion, Watson won more than $3,000 in 
cash and prizes. Langohr-Hahn said that 
on behalf of Lucy’s Closet, Watson’s 
$2,000 cash winnings were donated to 
the animal shelter. 

“I think it’s an awesome charity and 
it was an awesome event that the shel-
ters and the breweries and everyone got 
together to support the shelter and the 
Kiwanis,” Langohr-Hahn said.

Other Neenah winners included Mal-
ibu, Blu, Winston, Pepper, Maggie, Blue, 
Hannah, Scar and Miller; with Malibu 
taking first place. An overall total of 
$260,000 was raised through the fund-
raiser to support the six animal shelters 
and the Kiwanis, with $27,283 going to 
the Neenah Animal Shelter. 

The Top Dog beers were released last 
Saturday at the five local breweries. The 
brewers are donating $1 from each pint 
and $1 per four or six pack purchased in 
the taproom to their partner shelter.  

Neenah residents Tom and Jan 
Morse attended the Malibu’s Brew beer 
launch at Bare Bones Brewery and its 
dog-friendly bar on County S in Osh-
kosh. 

Jan and Tom are longtime supporters 
of the Neenah Animal Shelter. Their 
golden retriever, Hannah, was a run-
ner-up in the competition and is fea-
tured with the other runner-ups on the 
beer can supporting the shelter.

Hannah passed away in March 2021 at 
14 years old and was entered in the com-
petition as a “memorial dog,” Jan said. 

According to Hannah’s description in 
the competition, in her short 14 years 
on this earth she touched the hearts of 
all who knew her and “she LOVED hap-
py hour.”

Hannah finished eighth locally and 
27th overall in the championship round. 
Her entry in the competition raised 
$1,018 for the Neenah Animal Shelter.

Jan said entering Hannah into the 
contest posthumously provided her and 
Tom with some closure.

“I thought it would be the coolest 
thing to have a picture of my dog on a 
beer can,” she said.

On its website, the Neenah Animal 
Shelter thanked everyone who partici-

pated in the contest.
“Whether you voted, entered your 

dogs, attended events or participated in 
another way, you made a difference and 
for that we are filled with overwhelming 

gratitude,” the shelter wrote.
The commemorative beers are ex-

pected to sell out quickly and are only 
available on tap or in cans or bottles in 
each brewer’s taproom.

Where to find winning brews
Bare Bones Brewery, Oshkosh
Shelter: Neenah Animal Shelter, Neenah
Winning brew: Malibu’s Brew (Belgian witbier with orange peel and 
coriander)

Fifth Ward Brewing, Oshkosh 
Shelter: Oshkosh Area Humane Society, Oshkosh
Winning brew: LeeLee Pup’s Brindle Ale (salted caramel amber ale)

Appleton Beer Factory
Shelter: Saving Paws Animal Rescue, Appleton
Winning brew: Gustivus for the Rest of Us (Belgian witbier with orange 
blossom honey)

Sabbatical Brewing Co., Manitowoc
Shelter: Lakeshore Humane Society, Manitowoc
Winning brew: Cafe Au Lacy (coffee vanilla brown ale)

Zambaldi Beer, Green Bay
Shelter: Happily Ever After, Green Bay
Winning brew: Alister’s Sunny Stout (ale brewed with cocoa nibs and tea 
aged on oak)

Sabbatical Brewing Co. 
Shelter: Shawano County Humane Society, Shawano
Winning brew: Kyrah’s Bomb Pup (cherry, lime and raspberry shandy) 

Photo by Nicole Langohr-Hahn

Watson and owner Larry Langohr have an award from the Wisconsin Veterans Home in King 
for their many hours of volunteering.
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Advocate Aurora, N.C. provider announce merger
Neenah News

Advocate Aurora Health, with Aurora 
Health Care facilities at 1136 Westowne 
Drive in Neenah, is merging operations with 
Atrium Health based in Charlotte, N.C., the 
organizations announced last week. 

“This combination harnesses our comple-
mentary strengths and expertise of our doc-
tors, nurses and teammates to lead health 
care’s transformation for those we are so 
proud to serve,” Jim Skogsbergh, Advocate 
Aurora president and chief executive, stated 
in a press release.

The new organization will have a foot-
print across Wisconsin, Illinois, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama, 
and will serve 5.5 million patients at more 
than 1,000 sites and 67 hospitals, employ-
ing more than 7,600 physicians and nearly 
150,000 staff. 

The combined organization will be called 
Advocate Health, with the Advocate Auro-
ra and Atrium Health brands continuing to 
be used in their local markets. Wake Forest 

University School of Medicine will be the 
academic core. The new organization will 
be based in Charlotte, while continuing an 
organizational presence in Chicago and Mil-
waukee, including a new institute for health 
equity in Milwaukee. 

The Advocate Aurora Health and Atrium 
Health boards of directors unanimously ap-
proved the agreement, which is subject to 
regulatory review. The two medical groups 
have combined revenues of more than $27 
billion. 

“We’ve long admired Atrium Health’s 
nationally recognized clinical excellence 
and commitment to health equity,” said 
Michele Richardson, chair of Advocate Au-
rora Health’s board of directors. “Given our 
combined reach, coupled with our talented 
physicians, nurses and staff, we are uniquely 
positioned to lead health care’s transforma-
tion and create a platform for innovation.” 

Leadership at both organizations point-
ed to advanced capabilities in data analytics 
and digital consumer infrastructure that will 
allow them to make a positive impact across 

six key areas: clinical pre-eminence and safe-
ty, health equity, affordability, next-genera-
tion workforce, learning and discovery, and 
environmental sustainability. Highlights in-
clude a $2 billion pledge to disrupt the root 
causes of health inequities across both rural 
and urban underserved communities, and a 
commitment to achieve carbon neutrality by 
2030.

“This strategic combination will enable 
us to deepen our commitments to health 
equity, create more jobs and opportunities 
for our teammates and communities, launch 
new game-changing innovations and so 
much more,” said Eugene A. Woods, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of Atrium 
Health. 

“Advocate Aurora Health has a well-
earned reputation as a national leader in 
diversity, equity and inclusion, as well as its 
value-based approach to care that has led to 
better outcomes and more affordable health 
care,” said Edward J. Brown III, board chair 
of Atrium. 

A board of directors comprising an equal 
number of members from Advocate Aurora 
and Atrium Health will govern the enter-
prise. Brown will lead the board of directors 
until Dec. 31, 2023, and Richardson will as-
sume leadership for the succeeding two-year 
term. Skogsbergh and Woods will serve as 
co-chief executives for the first 18 months, 
at which point Skogsbergh will retire and 
Woods will become CEO. 

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Pierce classic
This undated photo shows a 1912 Pierce 
motorcycle in front of the Armory on Doty 
Island. May is Motorcycle Awareness 
month. The Neenah Historical Society has 
a program on its YouTube Channel about 
the history of the city’s Armory and Samuel 
A. Cook.

Multiple states collaborate on labor shortages
Wisconsin is one of 10 states participat-

ing in the National Governors Association 
(NGA) knowledge exchange network for 
the Next Generation of the Healthcare 
Workforce Learning Collaborative program. 

The state Department of Health Ser-
vices (DHS), Department of Workforce 
Development (DWD), Department of 
Safety and Professional Services (DSPS), 
and other partners will have access to 
workforce resources and experts and par-
ticipate in discussions about best practic-
es to support health care workers. 

Other states participating include Ala-

bama, Connecticut, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Utah 
and West Virginia. Four other states (Califor-
nia, Colorado, Missouri, and Wyoming) will 
form a separate, related learning collaborative 
with administrative support from NGA to 
further develop and share best practices. 

“Preparing for the next generation of 
health care workers is not just a Wisconsin 
issue, so the opportunity to collaborate on 
this topic at a national level will help Wis-
consin identify and implement the most 
effective solutions,” said Gov. Tony Evers. 

DHS and DWD participated in the 
learning collaborative kick-off event April 
27 and 28. The group heard from the fed-
eral government, leaders from national 
health care workforce initiatives, and aca-
demic experts who evaluate interventions 
across the country. Work will continue 
through the fall and end with a series of 
recommendations. 

Correction
MAY 13, PAGE 12: Neenah Police  
Department staff members  
Laurie Krueger and Lindsay Elias were 
misidentified in a story about the K9 
program. 
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New downtown leader ready to start the festivities
By Carol Patrizi
News contributor

As summer nears, Future Neenah is 
gearing up for another busy season. 

The nonprofit manages the Business 
Improvement District and organizes com-
munity events throughout the year in 
Neenah. But new executive director Sarah 
Wylie says that, no doubt, they are busiest 
in summer. 

A big part of that reason is the evening 
and lunch concerts at Shattuck Park that 
start in June. New this year will be two 
street concerts, one to kick off the season 
and one to end it. The 100 block of West 
Wisconsin Avenue in downtown will be 
closed to traffic June 15 for a dance party 
with a Beatles tribute band performing at 
6 p.m. 

The series wraps up Aug. 24 with Boo-
gie and the Yo-yo’z performing at 6 p.m. in 
the 200 block of Wisconsin.

The Out to Lunch concert series will be 
every Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

June 16 to Aug. 25. 
They’re also offering something new at 

the farmers market that runs from June 11 
to Oct. 15 at Shattuck Park. Every third 

Saturday of the month 
will be kids’ day with 
activities for families.  

Wylie, who has been 
on the job for about 
three months, said the 
transition has been “a 
little like drinking out 
of a fire hose. It’s a lot; 
Future Neenah is in-
volved in many things 

in different areas and there’s a lot of mov-
ing parts.” 

Before this role, Wylie was director of 
strategic partnerships for the Greater Fox 
Cities Area Habitat for Humanity for five 
years, where she oversaw and managed 
neighborhood revitalization and Rock the 
Block, among other things. 

She began as an outreach coordinator 

and worked her way up to community 
development program manager before be-
coming the director of strategic partner-
ships – which included Future Neenah. 

Wylie feels The Plaza at Gateway Park 
and its ice rink add a special element 
downtown. Now that the ice is gone, the 
Plaza has turned into a summer destina-
tion. They offer pickleball, live music on 
Sundays, evening movies and exercise 
classes. In coordination with the market, 
an art mercantile will be held Saturdays. 

“The idea is to offer people something 
more,” she said. 

Many of their events draw from all over 
the Fox Valley and Wylie can’t emphasize 
enough what that means for the entire 
community. 

“The economic impact for all activities 
they offer through the year is over $2.8 
million,” she said, an older estimate that 
she feels is understated. “That’s people 
staying, shopping and dining.” 

To promote health and feature the area’s 

outdoors, Future Neenah is once again of-
fering Log Your Loops. Beginning Memo-
rial Day and running through Labor Day, 
trestle trail users who log at least 50 loops 
will get a free T-shirt. 

This year, even dogs that take part can 
get a bandana. According to Wylie, about 
one-third of the people that have regis-
tered so far live outside of the city.

She said that while the organization 
serves Neenah, the impact goes well be-
yond. Sometimes people are surprised that 
little Neenah offers such wonderful gems. 

“Someone said it best when they said 
we punch above our weight class,” Wylie 
said. She feels that’s an accurate portray-
al. She credits the partnership to city and 
community support for all programs and 
activities they offer. 

She’s also thankful for the businesses 
and others who provide financial support 
and sponsorship. 

“Being community driven is what really 
makes this so special,” Wylie said.

Wylie

Future Neenah announces concert series
Future Neenah is launching the 2022 

Summer Concert Series of regional artists 
and bands with a Summer Kickoff Con-
cert on June 15. 

Beatles tribute band The Britins will 
take the stage at 6 p.m. in the 100 block of 
West Wisconsin Avenue, where the street 
will be blocked off for a dance party. The 
Evening Concerts in Shattuck Park, pre-
sented by Richard and Amy Jo Aylward, 
are set for Wednesday evenings from June 
22 through Aug. 10 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

The lineup includes:
June 22: Luma Knotty
June 29: Rare Element
July 6: Moejoe
July 13: Carbon Road
July 20: Daniel LeClaire & The Little 

Big Band  
July 27: The Love Monkeys  
Aug. 3: The Pocket Kings
Aug. 10: Murphy’s Law
The Out to Lunch concerts at Shattuck 

Park will be from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Thursdays from June 16 until Aug. 25 That 
lineup includes:

June 16: Chalk Down Trio
June 23: Music with Mr. Crowe (kids 

concert)
June 30: Rings
July 7: Jim ‘n’ Nancy
July 14: Walt Hamburger
July 21: Stewart Ellyson
July 28: Sly Joe & The Smooth Opera-

tors
Aug. 4: Brad Emanuel
Aug. 11: Randy Peterson (kids concert)

Aug. 18: Elvis John
Aug. 25: Barefoot Americans
Boogie Downtown will wrap up the 

concert season Aug. 24 with the band 
Boogie and the Yo-yo’z from 6 to 9 p.m. in 
the 200 block of West Wisconsin Avenue. 

The concerts are for adults, children and 
families, with local food trucks and ven-
dors each week. Lawn chairs and blankets 
are encouraged. City ordinance prohibits 
liquor in community parks.

For more information, visit neenah.org 
or call 920-722-1920.

District joins credit card program
The Neenah Joint School District will 

participate in the Wisconsin Association 
of School Business Officials credit card 
program beginning July 1 with Tuesday’s 
approval by the Board of Education at its 
regular meeting.

The program, used by more than 110 
Wisconsin school districts and 750 na-
tionwide, streamlines the purchasing pro-
cess through technology and cards that 
have set limits on transaction amounts, 
what can be purchased and where they 
can be made. 

In other action, the board approved 

hiring teachers Nicholas Geiger at Shat-
tuck Middle School, Tyler Jahn at Clayton 
and Taft elementary schools, and Megan 
Henn at Washington Elementary. Hires 
were also approved for educational assis-
tants Melissa Van Hoof at Spring Road 
Elementary and Cynthia Pleshek at Tullar 
Elementary. Nathan Schaffer was added to 
the operations staff at Shattuck.

Resignations were approved for Connor 
Martin and Kelly Van Caster at the high 
school, Kalina Churness at Taft, Brenda 
Rahmlow at Clayton and Spring Road, 
and Valerie Moseng at Hoover. 

OUR UNIQUE OMELETS
23 Unique omelets on our menu!

All omelets served with fresh cut ingredients daily with

hash browns. Includes pancakes or toast. Biscuit & gravy

may be substituted for an additional

Deluxe Omelet
Your choice of bacon, sausage or ham with onions,

mushrooms, green peppers, tomatoes and cheese

Veggie & Cheese
Tomatoes, onions, broccoli, fresh mushrooms, green

peppers, cheddar jack cheese

Greek Omelet
Gyro meat, onions, tomatoes and Feta cheese

Meat Lovers
Bacon, sausage, ham and cheddar cheese

Paul Bunyun
Bacon, link sausage, mushrooms, onions, cheddar jack

and potatoes inside. This giant is topped with homemade

sausage gravy.

Chicago’s Favorite
Spinach, Gyro meat and cheddar cheese

Washington
Apples, bacon, mushrooms, spinach and cheddar/jack cheese

Popeye’s Muscle Builder
Mushrooms, spinach and cheddar jack cheese

NEENAH’S FAVORITE
Ham, onions, green peppers, fresh mushrooms and

American Cheese

Ham & Cheese
Diced ham and cheddar jack cheese

PANCAKES & FRENCH TOAST
French Toast Combo • Pancake Combo

Super French Toast Combo

*All combos served with 2 eggs and choice of bacon,

sausage or ham

Three Buttermilk Pancakes • Short Stack (2)

Extra Thick French Toast • Strawberry French Toast

Join us for breakfast, come back for lunch!

WELCOME TO BRADKE’S

Breakfast served daily
Traditional egg breakfasts served with hash browns, toast,

or cakes. Biscuit & gravy may be substituted for additional

ONE EGG, any style
With bacon, ham or sausage

TWO EGGS, any style
With bacon, ham or sausage

CORNED BEEF HASH
With two eggs any style

THE SAMSONITE
Gyro meat with two eggs any style

COUNTRY FRIED STEAK
With two eggs any style

HAMBURGER STEAK
With two eggs any style

BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
Served with hash browns

DENVER MELT
Scrambled eggs, onions, green peppers, ham and cheddar

cheese on grilled sourdough bread

EARLY BIRD
Scrambled eggs and cheddar cheese served on grilled

sourdough bread

BREAKFAST CLUB
Scrambled eggs, sausage and American cheese on grilled

Texas toast

SAN FRANCISCO MELT
Scrambled eggs, bacon and cheddar cheese on grilled

sourdough bread

DENVER SANDWICH ON TOAST
Scrambled eggs, ham, onions, green pepper on white toast

SPECIALTY ITEMS
FARMER’S BREAKFAST
Biscuit & gravy, sausage patty with two eggs and hash browns

SOUTH OF THE BORDER BURRITO
Served with hash browns, scrambled eggs, onions, tomatoes,

sausage links and cheese wrapped in a lour tortilla

TACO AMIGO BURRITO
Scrambled eggs, taco meat, potatoes, cheddar jack cheese

wrapped in a lour tortilla

SIX SHOOTER BURRITO
Scrambled egg, mushrooms, green peppers, onions,

tomatoes served with hash browns in a lour tortilla

AGUASCALIENTE BURITTO
Scrambled eggs, onions, jalapenos, hash browns wrapped

in a lour tortilla.

1022 Main St., Neenah

Open for Breakfast

Mon-Fri 8am-1pm
Closed Sat-Sun

(920) 722-3706

A
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TRY SOMETHING NEW AT

FAVA TEA COMPANY!

Chemistry course helps students become nurses
By Amanda Rice
UW Oshkosh Today

For some students, certain classes can 
stand as a barrier to fulfilling their dreams. 
Chemistry is a subject that commonly 
causes students to hesitate when it comes 
to pursuing a degree in nursing. This is of-
ten due to a multitude of reasons – includ-
ing course difficulty, level of interest and 
concerns about not doing well.

To help them bridge that gap between 
wanting to become a nurse and actually 
becoming one, the University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh Cooperative Academic Partner-
ship Program (CAPP) offers a Chemistry 
101 course at Neenah High School.

Chemistry 101 is the first semester of 
the one-year chemistry 101/102 course 
sequence, which is specifically designed 
to meet the needs of nursing students. All 
nursing majors are required to take both 
courses before graduating.

Shelley Dorner, UWO adjunct chemis-
try professor, said the course she teaches at 
Neenah is identical to the course offered on 
the UW Oshkosh campus and allows those 
who are planning to attend nursing school 
the opportunity to earn college chemistry 
credits through CAPP before leaving high 
school.

“Taking the course at Neenah High 
School involves the same things as taking 
the course on campus. The students com-

plete labs, take University quizzes and Uni-
versity exams,” Dorner said. “Those who 
have chosen to take the class for CAPP 
credit earn 0.5 high school credits and four 
UWO credits at the 
end of the semester.”

For some students, 
this course can mean 
the difference between 
deciding to major in 
nursing or choosing a 
different career path.

“A good number 
of my students strug-
gled through their 
high school chemistry 
class, so having this off the list of things 
they need to do helps remove something 
that may have been a barrier to becoming 
a nurse. Often, their chances of success in 
college chemistry would likely have been 
slim without an opportunity to gain more 
practice in high school,” she said. “Failing 
college chemistry results in an inability to 
continue toward nursing school.”

Kiersten Lau, a freshman pre-nurs-
ing major from Neenah, completed the 
Chemistry 101 CAPP course last year and 
is now working toward a nursing degree 
from UWO. For her, taking the course was 
a great way to get started on becoming a 
nurse sooner.

“I knew I would be pursuing a degree in 

nursing after high school and Mrs. Dorner 
recommended that I take Chemistry 101 
my senior year to help me work toward my 
goal,” Lau said.

“It was nice not hav-
ing to complete Chem-
istry 101 during my first 
semester of college. I 
was able to take other 
pre-nursing require-
ments instead, allowing 
me to apply to the nurs-
ing program sooner.”

Natalie Flom, a 
UWO freshman fi-
nance major from 

Neenah, had planned to major in nursing 
when she completed the Chemistry 101 
course in high school.

“I originally wanted to go to Oshkosh for 
nursing school. I knew that by taking Chem-
istry 101 in high school, I could get ahead in 
classes and it would be cheaper and I could 
get more one-on-one time with the teacher 
than if I took it in college,” Flom said.

Although she decided not to major in 
nursing, taking the course has still proven 
to be useful within her current program.

“For my major I need two lab sciences. 
So, by taking the class, I only needed one 
more chemistry course when I got to col-
lege. I’m happy I chose to take it,” she said.

Sarah Adelson, program assistant for 
CAPP, said there is a multitude of benefits 
for students taking CAPP courses before 
starting college.

“Students can experience the rigor of col-
lege, while still in a familiar environment, 
for only a third of the cost,” Adelson said. 
“Also, by taking care of some college class-
es like Chemistry 101 while they are still in 

high school, they can get into higher-level 
and major-specific classes sooner once they 
get to campus. This can either lessen their 
time and cost toward a degree, or allow 
them the flexibility to add other opportu-
nities such as study abroad.”

Research has shown that students en-
rolled in college courses in high school are 
more successful at transitioning to college 
and typically perform better than their 
peers. They also have an advantage over 
others in the application process.

Since 1975, UWO’s CAPP initiative 
and collaboration with participating high 
schools has provided academically capa-
ble students an opportunity to earn col-
lege credit while still in high school. CAPP 
courses are primarily taught during the 
regular school day by certified high school 
teachers who hold adjunct lecturer status 
with UW Oshkosh. Students receive both 
high school and college credit for taking the 
courses.

Through its partnership with CAPP, 
Neenah High School has been offering 
Chemistry 101 every fall semester since 
2017. In that time, nearly 40 students have 
completed the course for CAPP credit. 
A good number of those students have 
moved on to nursing school – some choos-
ing to attend UWO.

Students not planning on going into 
nursing are able to enroll in Chemistry 
101 without receiving CAPP credit. Many 
do this to prepare for additional chemistry 
classes in college and to brush up on their 
skills before leaving high school. Those in-
terested in going into other areas of medi-
cine also benefit from the class by learning 
how chemistry is applied within the medi-
cal field.

Flom Adelson

Law enforcement, credit union 
team up against phone fraud

A team of residents, law enforcement 
officers and a credit union have formed a 
Fraud Squad to work against a variety of 
fraud and scams that cost consumers na-
tionwide more than $6 billion last year. 

Local law enforcement is reporting ex-
ponential growth in losses despite efforts 
to educate and inform consumers of how 
to keep their money safe. In partnership 
with the Winnebago County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, Appleton Police Department, Village 
of Fox Crossing Police Department and 
creative partners, Verve, a Credit Union 
created the Fraud Squad. 

“The sophistication of the scams and 
fraud we see today makes each and every 
one of us targets,” said police Lt. Meghan 
Cash of Appleton. “From young adults 
affected by fake job scams to senior citi-
zens convinced they are helping a family 

member in need, our entire community is 
being impacted. It was clear a strong part-
nership was needed to be more effective 
in protecting community members from 
losses.”

The Fraud Squad provides education 
and training on common fraud and scams 
to retailers and consumers, including ways 
to stay safe and recognize fraud and scams. 
To learn more, visit fraudsquad.com.

“We’re honored to team up with lo-
cal law enforcement and allow our team 
members to share their financial expertise 
in an engaging way,” said Kevin J. Ralofsky, 
president and chief executive of Verve. 
“We believe this is only the beginning of 
a great partnership with a goal of creating 
a savvier community through education 
and open discussion to ultimately stamp 
out fraud.” 

not his niece and was likely a scammer, but 
he kept talking to her. He said the caller told 
him that she needed $20,000 bond money. 

“Finally she put me on with her lawyer,” 
he said. “He wanted to make sure I under-
stood what was needed for her to get out 
and that they could only take cash, not 
checks or anything.”

The resident said the scammers instructed 
him to take a cab to the bank and withdraw 
$20,000 cash, and then to return home and 
call a phone number they gave him. When 
the resident didn’t call the scammers back, 
he received another call from the man pre-
tending to be a lawyer.

“He was wondering if I had any problem 
getting the money and if I had it,” he said. 
“He told me, ‘I’ll let you talk to Bonnie again’ 
and then they hung up.”

The resident received the calls on a land-
line. His caller ID showed the two calls he re-
ceived came from a 437 and a 647 area code, 
both originating in Ontario, Canada.

In Marathon County, officials announced 

May 11 that they are investigating three 
separate fraud complaints involving grand-
parent scams near Marshfield with a total of 
$83,400 in losses. The suspect showed up in 
person and collected cash in all three inci-
dents, police said. One suspected scammer 
was arrested May 5 when he arrived at a vic-
tim’s house to collect payment.  

Neenah police said that they will never 
send anyone to a resident’s house to collect 
bail money. 

“If anyone calls you for bail/bond money, 
please go to your nearest police department 
or sheriff’s office to post bond,” they wrote. 

On May 12, the Winnebago County Sher-
iff’s Office announced a partnership with 
Appleton Police Department, Fox Cross-
ing Police Department and Verve, a Credit 
Union, to create the “Fraud Squad.” The 
purpose is to curb the effects of fraud and 
scams on local communities and to “provide 
resources about current scams and ways to 
safeguard your finances,” according to the 
sheriff’s office.

Anyone who has fallen victim to a scam 
should report it to their local law enforce-
ment agency.

Phone scams
from Page 1
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Zephyrs’ hot bats quieted by Kewaunee hurler
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

KEWAUNEE – After scoring 25 runs 
in the previous two games, the St. Mary 
Catholic softball team ran into a buzzsaw 
in Kewaunee pitcher Jenna Rohr on Tues-
day. 

Rohr struck out 10 in five innings and 
held the Zephyrs without a hit as they fell 
to the Storm, 11-1, in a nonconference 

contest. 
“We were no-hit by a great pitch-

er today,” head coach Brian Gillickson 
said. “Rohr was on her game right from 
the start, and we were not able to gen-
erate enough chances offensively. We 
also made plenty of defensive mistakes, 
which you can’t do against a team like 
Kewaunee.”

The Storm broke the game open with 

six runs in the second inning and then 
tacked on five more in the fourth to secure 
the victory. 

St. Mary Catholic did get on the board 
in the top of the fifth when Emily Vogel 
reached on an error, took second on a 
passed ball and then scored on another 
Kewaunee error. 

Neveah Saringer allowed eight hits and 
walked one in four innings, but only six of 

the 11 runs were earned. She also struck 
out three in the game. 

“Today was not our best performance, 
but we gave it our best effort out there,” he 
said. “Sometimes it is a classic case of run-
ning into a pitcher who is on a roll. That 
is what happened to us tonight as Rohr 
made us look silly.  Add in some sloppy 
play by us in the field and it was just not 
our night.”

Prep sports roundup
TRACK AND FIELD

Olkowski, boys relay  
post wins at FVA meet

Freshman Mazie Olkowski was the lone 
individual winner for Neenah, while the 
boys’ 1,600-meter relay team also posted 
a first-place finish at the Fox Valley Asso-
ciation track and field meet in Hortonville 
on Monday. 

The boys finished fourth overall with 
75 points, just two behind Kaukauna and 
10.5 behind Oshkosh North. Kimberly 
easily won the boys title with 165.5 points. 

The Rockets’ win came from the four-
some of Charles Fredrickson, Gage Ra-
mos, Ethan Snider and Jack Monson, 
with Neenah also placing second in the 
800-meter relay and fifth in the 3,200-me-
ter relay. 

Jack Dorner posted a pair of individual 
top-five finishes, placing fourth in both 
the 1,600 and 3,200 meters. Monson add-
ed a second place in the 40 meters, Isiah 
Lassiter was third in the 800 meters and 
Snider was fifth in the 200 meters. 

Michael Price and Trevor McGinnis 

were each fourth in the discus and high 
jump, respectively.

On the girls side, Olkowski won the 
3,200 meters by a whopping 17 seconds 
to lead the Rockets. 

Laura Tears added a third place in the 
1,600 meters, while Lydia Delene was fifth 
in the discus. 

The Neenah girls finished ninth in the 
meet, which was won by Kimberly.

Zephyrs’ Gennaro earns 
win at Big East meet

Margherita Gennaro finished first in the 
girls pole vault as the St. Mary Catholic 
girls finished third at the Big East Confer-
ence meet Monday. 

The Zephyrs finished with 96 points be-
hind only Manitowoc Lutheran (117.5) 
and Oostburg (104). The boys title was 
won by Oostburg with 157 points, with 
St. Mary Catholic placing ninth among 
the 13 teams with 43 points.

Gennaro’s win in the pole vault came by 
clearing 8 feet, 3 inches and highlighted a 
strong showing in the event by both the 
girls and boys teams. Norah Lee joined 

Gennaro on the medal stand by placing 
fifth, while the boys had three athletes 
finish in the top five in Ashton Post (sec-
ond), Alexander Groppel (fourth) and 
Harry Higgins (fifth). 

Jaydin Vosters picked up a pair of top 
fives for the Zephyr girls, placing second 
in the 100-meter hurdles and fifth in the 
300-meter hurdles. Other top-five places 
for the girls were Anna Porter, second in 
the 400 meters; Anna Vanden Acker, sec-
ond in the triple jump; Nolie Anderson, 
third in the discus; Kate Nackers, fourth 
in the high jump; Maria Marti, fifth in the 
800 meters; an Gabby Ruback, fifth in the 
triple jump. 

St. Mary Catholic boys who turned in a 
top-five finish were: Cam Connolly, sec-
ond in the shot put; Charlie Nackers, fifth 
in the high jump; and the 3,200-meter re-
lay team, which took fifth. 
BOYS TENNIS

Neenah too much  
for Oshkosh North

The Neenah boys tennis team picked 
up a Fox Valley Association dual win last 
Thursday, beating Oshkosh North 6-1. 

Picking up wins for the Rockets in-
cluded all four singles players in Solomon 
Dunsirn, David Murphy, Carl Hein and 
Ben Kotchen. 

The No. 1 and 2 doubles teams also 
picked up wins as Nolan Kubiak and 
Khaled Saleh won 6-0, 6-0 as did Satchel 
Moss and Leyton Daharsh. 

Neenah also won a pair of matches at 
home on Saturday, cruising past Green 
Bay Notre Dame, 7-0, while edged Eden 
Prairie (Minn.), 4-3. 

Dunsirn posted a pair of wins at No. 1 
singles, while Murphy was also 2-0 at No. 
2 singles, including a win in a super tie-
breaker against Eden Prairie. 

Kubiak and Saleh also went 2-0 at No. 1 
doubles for Neenah.

The Rockets wrapped up a busy stretch 
of the schedule with a 7-0 thumping of 
Kaukauna. 

Neenah dropped a total of 10 games in 
the seven matches with Dunsirn at No. 1 
singles, Hein at No. 2 singles and the No. 
1 doubles team of Kubiak and Saleh each 
winning by 6-0, 6-0 margins.
BOYS GOLF

Callahan medalist in FVA 
dual meet at Ridgeway 

The Neenah boys golf team picked up a 
Fox Valley Association win last Thursday, 
shooting a team score of 161 over Osh-
kosh North – who shot a 183 in a match 
played at Ridgeway Golf Course. 

John Callahan of Neenah led all golfers 
with a 37, while Payton Kramer added a 
40 for the Rockets and Eli Oitzinger shot a 
41. Julian Gallmeier rounded out the scor-
ing with a 43. 

Neenah came up short against Appleton 
North on Monday, falling to the Lightning 
157-170 at Reid Golf Course.

Callahan paced the Rockets with a 40, 

with Kramer scoring a 42 followed by Oi-
tzinger with a 43 and Gallmeier with a 45.
BASEBALL

Zephyrs’ offense  
comes up empty

The St. Mary Catholic baseball team 
dropped a pair of games last week, fall-
ing 4-0 against Random Lake and 12-1 to 
Ozaukee on Friday. 

The Zephrys then bounced back Mon-
day by erupting for a 15-0 win over Elkhart 
Lake-Glenbeulah.

No additional stats were available from 
any of the games. 

Rockets shut out  
at home to Kimberly

The Neenah baseball team dropped a 
Fox Valley Association game against Kim-
berly last week, falling 2-0 at home. 

It was a scoreless game going into the 
seventh inning, when a home run by Car-
son Peeters put the Papermakers on the 
board. 

Gradin Taschner had two hits for the 
Rockets, including a double. Jaeden 
Carstens pitched well despite that last in-
ning, giving up just two runs on seven hits 
with five strikeouts and no walks. 

The Rockets bounced back from a pair 
of losses to edge Oshkosh North, 2-1, on 
Tuesday. 

Max Medrano and Taschner each drove 
in runs in the second inning to key the 
win, while a trio of Neenah hurlers held 
the Spartans to just two hits and an un-
earned run. Jaeden Carstens got the win, 
pitching five scoreless innings and striking 
out eight.

Neenah had five players finish with one 
hit apiece in the game.
SOFTBALL

SMC beats Reedsville, 
loses to Peshtigo

The St. Mary Catholic softball team 
lost a 5-2 game to Peshtigo last Thursday 
night, but responded with a 16-6 win over 
Reedsville at home on Friday. 

The Zephyrs only had two hits consid-
ering they scored 16 runs – but Reedsville 
gave up 21 total walks as St. Mary Catho-
lic was patient at the plate. 

Teagan Miller walked four times and 
Emily Vogel and Allie Strande each 
walked three times. Adela Thiel, Rhian-
non Reichenbacher and Addison Moder 
each had two RBIs in the win.

Nevaeh Saringer won in circle, giving up 
six runs – three earned – in five innings. 
She struck out one batter. 

The Zephyrs then capped the week of ac-
tion with a 9-3 win over Elkhart Lake-Glen-
beulah, building a 9-1 lead after the fourth 
inning before coasting to the win.

Jaylyn Akey and Allie Strande each fin-
ished with two hits, while Saringer drove 
in a pair of runs. 

See Prep roundup on Page 11
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LidtkeLincoln.com

701 Park Ave. Beaver Dam • 920-887-1661

2022 LINCOLN CORSAIR

Special Order Your Lincoln today!

Worth the drive since 1955. Test drive a Lincoln today!

• Driver Assist Technologies

• Lincoln Co-Pilot360TM Plus

• Lincoln Embrace Package
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Kitz & Pfeil
427 N. Main St.

(920) 236-3340

BERLIN

Kitz & Pfeil
780 Green Tree Mall

(920) 361-0424

MENASHA

Kitz & Pfeil
1212 Appleton Rd.

(920) 722-2877

APPLETON

Kitz & Pfeil
1919 E Calumet St.

(920) 739-9481

FOND DU LAC

Kitz & Pfeil
40 E 1st St.

(920) 923-8262

ACE REWARDS
THE BEST TOOL
FOR SAVING MONEY.SM
Join Ace Rewards at acehardware.com
and start saving today.

Visit acehardware.com
to ind your

local participating Ace.

Stop by your local Ace store, or visit us here

Prices good May 1, 2022 - May 31, 2022

RED HOT BUYSVALIDMay 1-31

HandTools & Accessories
• Irwin® Bar Clamp 2/Pk. • DEWALT® 4 Pc. Wood Chisel Set

• Craftsman® 20 Pc. Socket & Ratchet Set • Stanley® 30’ Tape Measure

• Crescent® 3 Pc. Adjustable Wrench Set • Milwaukee® 2 Pc. Pliers Set

• Milwaukee® 2 Pc. Folding Utility Knife Set

2360279, 2366318, 2881183, 2107688,

2894616, 2802833, 2811511

SALE

$1999
each

Tools & Accessories
• DEWALT® Right Angle Flex Shaft

• DEWALT® 20 Pc. Black Oxide Drill Bit Set

• Craftsman® 10” Circular Saw Blade

• DEWALT® 3 Pc. Countersink Bit Set

2466449, 2137305, 2402527,

2100691,

Limit 4 each at this price.

DEWALT® 20Volt MAX
Lithium-Ion PowerTooolls
• Compact Drill/Driver • Reciprocatingg Saw (bare tool)

• Circular Saw (bare tool) • Battery Paack 2/Pk.

• Jobsite Bluetooth Speaker • Impact Driver

2493427, 2393114, 2393122, 24027733,

2862993, 2023058

Limit 4 each at this price.

$9999

$119.99 -$20WITHACE
REWARDCARD

SALE

each

$1999

$24.99 -$5 WITHACE
REWARDCARD

SALE

each

Maximum initial battery voltage (measured without a

workload) is 20 volts. Nominal voltage is 18.

PRODUCTIVITY LIKE YOU’VE NEVER

SEEN BEFORE

DEWALT® 20
Volt MAX#

POWERSTACK
Compact
Battery
2003861

$12900

Rough inning thwarts 
Rockets in loss to Kimberly
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

KIMBERLY – Kimberly’s seven-run 
third inning was too much for Neenah to 
overcome Monday night as the Rockets 
fell to the Fox Valley Association-leading 
Papermakers, 12-2. 

Neenah starter Cal Radies allowed just 
one run in the first two innings but the 
Papermakers were able to break the game 
open with their offensive explosion in the 
third and cruised from there. 

“I thought we lacked both effort wise 
today as well as our competitive nature,” 
head coach Jack Taschner said. “We 
didn’t bring the fire necessary to compete 
with a team of Kimberly’s caliber and it 
cost us in the end.”

The Rockets had the chance to get on 
the board first as Gradin Taschner and Eli 
Schmidt drew two-out walks in the first 
inning but were left stranded. Then, after 
Kimberly scored in the bottom the sec-
ond, Neenah seized the lead in the top of 
the third.

Consecutive singles by Evan Paque, 
Brady Corso and Max Medrano plated 
a run to tie the score before Ethan Van 
Dyke’s RBI-single gave the Rockets a 2-1 
lead. 

Unfortunately for the Rockets, it 
wouldn’t last. 

The Papermakers took advantage of 
some favorable counts to put together 
the big inning as Kimberly roughed up a 
pair of Neenah pitchers in the frame. 

“We failed to get ahead and stay ahead 

on the mound,” Taschner said. “From 
there a team like Kimberly is going to put 
pressure on you. They got on and did just 
that.”

The Rockets loaded the bases in the 
fourth on singles from Andrew Carlson, 
Paque and Corso but failed to push an-
other run across, while Neenah put two 
runners on base in the fifth but were un-
able to chip away at the deficit. 

“I saw a lack of tenacity in the early 
innings which came back to haunt us,” 
Taschner said. “We started to attack on 
offense as the game went on but would 
fail to finish. We are not a team who can 
sit back and wait for the big moment, we 
need to be on the gas from start to finish 
which we haven’t done.”

Corso, Paque and Van Dyke led the 
way offensively as all three of them came 
away with two hits. Van Dyke and Me-
drano were credited with the RBIs in the 
loss.

The loss drops the Rockets to 6-10 on 
the season and 3-9 in FVA play. They will 
be back on the field Saturday hosting 
Menasha, before finishing off the season 
with Oshkosh West, Kaukauna and Ap-
pleton West next week. 

“I would like to see us turn a corner 
competitively,” Taschner said. “We need 
to be a hustle team. Right now, we are a 
passive team that is waiting for things to 
come to us. We no longer can do that. We 
have to be aggressive and keep that ag-
gressiveness from the first inning through 
the seventh.”
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PLUMBING

• Residential • Industrial
•Commercial • M.P. #255145

• Licensed and Insured

Not only service,
We provide solutions!

E-RECYCLING

Destroying Your Past to
Protect Your Future

Certified Electronics Recycling
& Data Destruction
Drop-off Service for Residents
Pickup Services for Businesses

(920)232-7373
www.sadoffecycle.com
36 E. 10th Ave Oshkosh

CARPET CLEANING

FOR TWO ROOM
CARPET CLEANING

MENTION YOU SAW US IN THE
HERALD AND GET

$75

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

RUG CLEANING

SPOT/STAIN
REMOVAL SERVICES

CLEANS

VOTED BEST
CARPET CLEANING COMPANY

ES

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Ofice Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Call or Stop In for a Free Quote

JD Williams, REALTOR®

(920) 252-3633 Cell

920-230-8880 Ofice

814 Knapp St · Oshkosh

HELPING EMPTYNESTERS

FINDANEWNEST

www.sellwithjd.com

REAL ESTATEFOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

 Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your 
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.  

CONCRETE

Your neighbors’ concrete guys

Text 920.585.3478 for free consultation

• Flatwork patios, driveways,
walkways, poolside

• Foundations

• Firepits, chimneys, basement
and restoration projects

• Stamped and colored options
customized

• Insured

INSECT CONTROL

D.J.’S INSECT CONTRRRT OL

David Girard Owner/Operator

(920) 716-4349
Serving the FoxValley
Licensed and Insured

Japanese Beetles • Flies
Fleas • Bees • Ants
Box Elders • Spiders, Etc.

The Best Defense
Against Unwanted Insects RRRIIINNNGGGRRIINNGG
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Thomas is high achiever in athletics and academics
By Tim Froberg
News contributor

Carter Thomas has made a name for 
himself on the court and diamond at 
Neenah High School.

Surprisingly, his preferred sport as a 
child took place on the mat.

Before he began drilling 3-pointers 
from beyond the arc and flinging mid-
80s fastballs, Thomas was rocking a sin-

glet and shooting for 
takedowns.

He was a youth 
wrestler.

“My dad (Bill Thom-
as) and his whole side 
of the family were 
wrestlers, so I grew 
up wrestling,” Thomas 
said. “I was really pas-
sionate about it and 

pretty good at it. I did it until the fifth 
grade. A 6-5 wrestler, that’s not ideal, so 
I’d say it worked out pretty good.”

Neenah basketball coach Lee Rabas 
and Rockets baseball coach Jack Taschner 
will agree. Thomas was one of Wiscon-
sin’s elite basketball players the past few 
years and he’s been a top-notch pitcher 
for the Neenah baseball team. Thomas is 
an all-star in the classroom, too, carrying 
a 3.75 grade point average.

Whether he’s draining a three-pointer, 
mowing down hitters or acing an exam, 

Thomas is driven by a fierce competitive 
nature.

“Carter is a great athlete and he’s as 
competitive a kid that I’ve ever coached,” 
Taschner said. “He’s truly one of the most 
consistent athletes Neenah has had in the 
last seven years that I’ve been around 
here. He’s a true joy to coach.”

Thomas’s best sport is basketball. A 6-5 
small forward, Thomas was a prominent 
part of Neenah’s Division 1 state cham-
pionship basketball team. He averaged 
14.8 points, 3.8 rebounds and 2.8 assists 
to land all-Fox Valley Association first-
team honors for the second straight year. 
Thomas was a third-year varsity player 
for the Rockets, averaging 13.2 points, 4 
rebounds and 1.6 assists as a junior.

So what was it like being a state cham-
pion?

“It was crazy – kind of surreal,” Thom-
as said. “Just being able to experience it 
with guys that I grew up with – guys I’ve 
played with since hoops club – was un-
real. There were so many great Neenah 
teams that got to state but didn’t finish 
the job. It was crazy to finally get it done.”

What made the state title even sweet-
er for players like Thomas and Cheva-
lier Emery Jr. was that both were part of 
Neenah’s 2019-2020 team that saw its 
championship hopes dashed due to the 
global pandemic. Thomas and Emery 
learned shortly after a 49-47 sectional 

semifinal win over Chippewa Falls that 
the remainder of the postseason had sud-
denly been wiped out.

“You just think about what could have 
been,” Thomas said. “We were on that 
bus ride home thinking that we’re only 
one game away from state. To have that 
taken away was devastating.”

Thomas showed last spring that bas-
ketball isn’t the only sport he excels at. 
A righthander who throws a four-seam 
fastball along with a curve and changeup, 
Thomas posted a 3-0 mark on the mound 
with a stellar 0.29 earned run average in 
24 innings pitched. He received all-FVA 
honorable mention.

Four starts into the 2022 season, 
Thomas had compiled a 1-2 mark with 
3.00 ERA and 14 Ks in 23 1/3 innings.

“I’ve been playing baseball since 
T-ball,” he said. “To me, it’s kind of a nice 
little break from basketball. As a pitch-
er, I just try to hit my spots and pitch to 
contact. I let the defense do some work 
behind me.”

It doesn’t hurt to have a former Major 
League Baseball pitcher like Taschner 
providing advice.

“It’s amazing to have him as our coach,” 
Thomas said. “He gives great advice. The 
level of coaching he gives is awesome.”

Thomas will take his athletic and aca-
demic skills to the University of Wiscon-
sin Oshkosh where he will play basket-
ball and major in business finance.

“I really like what they do with their 
program - just the path they’re going in 
with coach (Matt) Lewis,” said Thomas. 
“I want to be part of it.”

Submitted photo

Carter Thomas averaged almost 15 points a 
game in the Rockets’ run to the state title.

Senior Spotlight

Thomas

“I can rest knowing that
everything is handled promptly
and correctly, every time.”

- Gerry H.
Is managing your properties
stressful and time consuming?

Call 920-358-0206 to put
Titan to work for you!

Lets You
Live

Better

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Employment

For Sale

3 WEEKS & BE ON THE ROAD to a better 
paying job! Train with us to get your CDL 

without a wait list! 715-942-2700 ext. 102

Field Service Engineer (Oshkosh, WI), Must 
have 2 yrs of exp as a Service Engineer. 
Reqs a Bach’s Deg in Electrical Engrg. Duties 
incl: read & understand electrical one-line 
drawings. Perform power system studies, 
testing & maintenance of electrical power 
distribution systems. Inspect, test, maintain, 
troubleshoot & repair low, medium & high 
voltage electrical distribution equip. Write 
complete, detailed electronic reports prompt-
ly after project completion. Apply by sending 
resume to Electrical Testing Solutions, c/o HR 
Mgr, 2909 Green Hill Ct. Suite I, Oshkosh, WI 
54904, no phone calls or drop in.

TRAVEL-WORK ON AMUSEMENT RIDES & 
Concessions. Living Quarters Avail. Apply MAY 

17-21 @ Carnival Office, 3360 Co. Rd. K, 
Hartford, WI  414-732-7257 (WCAN)

AKC BERNESE MTN DOG PUPS Shots/
wormed/vet $90O No Sun call (495932)  

715-409-3321 (WCAN)

AKC CHOC, BLACK & YELLOW LAB PUPS 
shots/dewormed/dews/vet check, 

M-$950, F-$1000 715-257-1330 (267331)

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS shots/
wormed/dews/vet check $1200  

715-257-1330 (267331)

AKC Mini Schnauzer pups Born 5-18-22 
shots/dewormed parents on site  

920-526-3512

BRAND NEW!!!! FLUFFY AKC COCKER 
SPANIEL PUPS shots/vet 920-563-3410 

pennylanecockerspaniel.com (#268588) 
(WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

FOR SALE: GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES 
Cream, almost white color, 6 weeks old, all 

shots, AKC papers available. $2300 each 
608-864-0554

FOR SALE: TEDDY BEAR PUPPIES 9 wks old 
UTD on shots & dewormer, Ready to go,  

$1000-$1250 715-703-8981

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS  AKC Excel Temp 
Genetic Guarantee Parents OFA’d  

715-537-5413 www.jerland.com 
#268001-DS (WCAN)

LABRADOODLE PUPPIES Your New Best 
Friend awaits! $450 715-267-6470

LIQUIDATION - NOW UP TO 70% OFF - 
RETIREMENT SALE! 

WoodworkersDepot.com M-Sat 8-4, Onei-
da St., off 41, right at Subway, 2965 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay 800-891-9003 (WCAN)

MINI BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES Vet checked/
wormed/ dews, $950 No Sunday Calls  

715-409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

MINI GOLDEN DOODLE PUPS shots/
wormed/dews/vet $1200 715-223-6970 

(269146)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display! 

All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI  

920-892-6006  Open Daily (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage:  
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES reds & 
whites, shots/ wormed/vet checked $600-
$1000 715-680-8149 (468314) (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 

reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 

Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW 
SHOWER? American Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your shower 

again! Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New 
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates 

make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional Installation. Top Quality - Made 
in the USA. Call for free consultation: 877-
544-2415 Ask about our specials! (WCAN)

 

ESTATE SALE: Christmas Decorations, 
NASCAR memorabilia, Lamps, Crafting 

Supplies, Picture Frames, Gone With The 
Wind Memorabilia, Spray Paints.  TOO 
MUCH TO LIST! Have to Come and See! 
Lots of NEW items. Friday, Saturday & 

Sunday, May 20 – 22, 8AM – 4PM. 1539 
Harrison Street, Oshkosh.

Garage Sale Fri & Sat. May 20-21 from 
8am-2pm at 1219 Hazel St. Oshkosh. Lots of 
L/XL womens’ clothing, furniture, gardening 

and more

Pendleton Neighborhood Rummage 
Sale Saturday, May 20 & Sunday, May 21 

8am – 3pm

RUMMAGE SALE: Two-Family Sale Friday, 
May 20 8-4 and Saturday, May 21 8-2. 323 W. 

15th Ave., Oshkosh. Some craft jewelry and 
much more. 

“TREASURES IN THE TRUNK” Church 
Rummage Sale For medical benefit. Sat. 

May 21st 8am-12pm. Peace Lutheran 
Church 1228 S. Park Ave. Neenah.

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local 414-520-

1612

FOR RENT:  Dock Space in Well-Protected 
Harbor.  2492 Hickory Lane, Oshkosh.  

233-3618

New Storage Units - Power & Light 
included, 24/7 access. 14x40 with 

tall door and 12x20 with large door. 
Outer Space Storage, 3250 Walter 

St, Oshkosh 54901, cleverly hidden 
behind Fasco Appliance.  

920/376-0629

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 

Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg & Gibson 
Mandolins/Banjos. 844-262-6174 (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad 
Network) and/or the member publi-
cations review ads to the best of their 
ability. Unfortunately, many unscrupu-

lous people are ready to take your money! 
PLEASE BE CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY 

AD THAT SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE 
TRUE! For more information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad, please contact 
The Department of Trade, Agriculture 

& Consumer Protection  
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE helps 
Rawhide provide mental health services that 
redirect local Wisconsin youth & adults from 

harmful decisions. Donate Today! 8 
88-653-2729 (WCAN)

CRANDON, WI 10 acres on gravel town 
road w/power, good hunting, more 

land available $49,500 Land Contract 
Available 715-493-6121 (WCAN)

Garage/Estate Sales

Miscellaneous

Real Estate/Rental

Saringer also picked up the win in the 
circle, striking out seven and allowing just 
one earned run.

Rockets win big  
in Fond du Lac

The Neenah softball team respond-
ed with a 10-1 win over Fond du Lac on 
Friday after being shut out by Oshkosh 
North 4-0 on Thursday. 

The Rockets pounded out 12 hits in the 
win, scoring nine runs in the final two in-
nings to help secure the win. 

McKenna Herm, Savanna Knuth, Bel-
la Coulman and Madie Jagoditsh each 
finished with two hits to fuel the offense, 
while Herm and Jagoditsch each drove in 
three runs. 

Knuth struck out four in three innings 
to get the win, while Autumn Schabo al-
lowed one run and struck out four. 

Neenah lost to Kaukauna, 5-1, on Tues-
day despite jumping out to a 1-0 lead in 
the first inning against the Ghosts. 

Jagoditsch finished 2-for-3 and scored 
Neenah’s only run. Morgan Harwood struck 
out six in seven innings but took the loss.

GIRLS SOCCER

Rockets take wins over  
Hortonville, Fond du Lac

The Neenah girls soccer team picked up 
a big 9-0 shutout win over Hortonville last 
Thursday in an FVA contest. 

The Rockets followed it up with a 2-0 
win over Fond du Lac on Tuesday. 

No stats were available from either 
match. 

Zephyrs play to tie 
against Lourdes/VC

The St. Mary Catholic girls soccer team 
played Lourdes/Valley Christian to a 1-1 
tie on Saturday. 

SMC jumped to an early 1-0 lead thanks 
to a Melisa Piotrowski goal, but Lourdes 
tied it up in the 72nd minute.

The Knights outshot the Zephyrs 5-3. 
The Zephyrs also earned a 2-2 draw 

against St. Mary’s Springs on Tuesday. 
Audrey Wanless scored a pair of goals 

about five minutes apart for the Zephyrs, 
after the Ledgers had taken a 2-0 lead ear-
lier in the second half. Megan Roloff as-
sisted on both of Wanless’ goals.

Greta Norville made seven saves in goal 
for St. Mary Catholic.

Prep roundup
from Page 8

Recycling survey finds more electronics turnover
A recent state Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) survey finds there were 
more households recycling or reusing 
unwanted electronics last year instead of 
storing them. 

The survey highlights how many elec-
tronics are in Wisconsin households, 
trends in consumer awareness, electronics 
recycling behavior and barriers that pre-
vent residents from recycling electronics. 

Although recycling or reusing unwant-
ed electronics increased since 2018 – the 
last time the survey was conducted – 
many residents still face barriers to recy-
cling electronics.

Of the estimated 25.2 million devices 
in Wisconsin households, 7.6 million de-
vices were not in use –about 17% of TVs, 
26% of computers and 44% of cellphones. 

This was an 18% decrease from the esti-
mated 9.3 million unused devices in the 
DNR’s 2018 survey. 

Among households that had stopped 
using a device during the previous year, 
more chose to recycle or reuse, rather than 
store, the devices compared with 2018.

“We were really pleased to see that 
fewer households were storing unwant-
ed electronics,” said Sarah Murray, DNR 
E-Cycle coordinator. “But a lot of us still 
have old cellphones, computers and TVs 
in drawers, closets and basements. Now 
is a good time to look for options, since 
more collection events are hosted in the 
spring and summer. And you can throw in 
all those tangled cords, cables and acces-
sories – they’re also recyclable.”

The DNR has conducted six statewide 

household recycling surveys since 2010, 
when Wisconsin’s electronics recycling 
law took effect. The law included a dispos-
al ban for certain types of electronics and 
established E-Cycle Wisconsin, a manu-
facturer-funded program administered by 
the DNR that helps support a statewide 
network of electronics collectors and re-
cyclers. 

As of 2021, households and schools 
have recycled more than 350 million 
pounds of electronics through E-Cycle 
Wisconsin.

Among households that had comput-
ers or cellphones they no longer want-
ed during the previous 12 months, the 
most common action was to put them in 
storage. About half had stored unwanted 
cellphones and 56% had stored unwanted 
computers. 

For TVs, the most common action was to 
recycle or reuse them (60% of respondents), 

compared with 37% who stored unwanted 
TVs. Only a small percentage of respon-
dents reported putting a cellphone (2%), 
computer (1%) or TV (3%) in the trash.

Among those who said they were un-
able to recycle electronics, the most com-
mon reason was not knowing where or 
how to do so. 

Many also listed cost as a key barrier 
to recycling electronics. While many col-
lection sites still take some items for free, 
most charge a fee to recycle some items, 
including TVs and monitors.

“Responsible electronics recycling has a 
cost,” Murray said. “Recyclers must prop-
erly manage the hazardous materials and 
lithium-ion batteries found in many elec-
tronics and protect data security. Man-
ufacturer funding covers some of that 
cost, but consumer fees help make up the 
difference as well as cover collection and 
transportation costs.”

 

May 21
Greene’s Pour House 10th anniversary 

party, 2 p.m., Church Street
Native Plant Sale, 9 a.m., Wild Ones 

Fox Valley Area, 2285 Butte des Morts 
Beach Road

JDRF One Walk, 10 a.m., Riverside Park
Brigade at Beamons tournament 

events, 10 a.m., Willie Beamons, 2590 
County II

May 22
Youth-Go Bike Auction, 11 a.m., 

Neenah Police Department

Through May 22
Story Walk at Southview Park. Read a 

children’s story along a walking path. 

May 25
Neenah High School Graduation Pa-

rade, 10 a.m., around high school
Downtown Neenah blood drive, 8 

a.m., DoubleTree Hotel, 123 E. Wiscon-
sin Ave.

May 27
National Poppy Day, American Le-

gion poppies sold throughout city

May 30
Neenah-Menasha Memorial Day pro-

cession and events

Calendar 
of events

920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $325

Locally Owned & Operated

Neenah, WI

www.qualitywastedumpsters.com

SATURDAY, MAY 21
10 AM - 6 PM

SUNDAY, MAY 22
11 AM - 6 PM

(See website for info on May 22 bike auction)

2788 TOWNE COURT, NEENAH
(Indoor Facility)

RUMMAGE &

COLLECTIBLE SALE

See full ad at GLAUCTIONS.NET
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World war vet inspires new generation of service
Island Shores resident 
gets a surprise visitor
By Bethanie Gengler
Neenah News

Don Schmelter is 97 years old but de-
scribes the war like it was yesterday. 

“I was in three battles,” he said. “The 
main battle that I was in was Iwo Jima and 
there we laid in the black sand for three 
days while they were using flamethrowers 
to get the Japanese out of the tunnels. Out 
of 15 in my medical team, I was the only 
one that survived the war there.” 

Schmelter lives at New Perspective 
Island Shores assisted living facility in 
Neenah. For most of his life he lived in 
Brillion. 

In 1942, just three days after he grad-
uated high school, Schmelter enlisted in 
the Navy as an alternative to being drafted 
into the Army.

“My dad had to sign up for me because I 
was too young,” he said. “I went into boot 
camp in Farragut (Naval Station), Idaho, 
and then went to medical school and from 
there I went right overseas.”

Navy corpsmen are soldiers trained in 
first aid and minor medical treatment. 
Schmelter joined the Medical Corps of 
the U.S. Navy and then served with the 
Marines. 

“The Marines don’t have their own 
medical corps,” he said. “They take them 
from the Navy.”

It would be more than three years be-
fore he saw his hometown again.

“I went in when I was 17 years old … and 
I never got home until I was 21 years old,” 
he said. “I never got leave or anything.”

After World War II ended in 1945, 
Schmelter returned to Brillion and got 
married.  

“Two years after I got married, I was 
called back into the service in the Navy 
and I was sent over to Korea and I was 
over there for almost two years. After that 
I got a discharge,” he said.

Schmelter spent seven years total in the 
Navy. After serving in the Korean War, 
Schmelter became a mailman, retiring after 
38 years. He has a son and a daughter, three 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchil-
dren. His wife passed away in 2006.

Schmelter is part of a dying demograph-
ic; a living piece of history fading away. Of 
the 16 million Americans who served in 
World War II, as of September 2021 there 
were just over 240,000 still alive, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. An average of 234 of these veterans 
die each day. About 4,000 live in Wiscon-
sin, all in their 90s or older.

Schmelter is a staff favorite at Island 

Shores. He’s quick to smile and hasn’t lost 
his sense of humor with age. His eyes are 
kind and they brighten up when he laughs. 

He had a special visitor last Friday when 
U.S. Navy corpsman Rene Zehr, 31, of 
Neenah, made a surprise visit to share 
how a chance meeting influenced her life. 

In 2019, Zehr was newly enlisted and 
had not yet been shipped out to boot camp. 
Her recruiters brought several enlistees to 
Island Shores to speak with some of the 
veterans. Zehr had the chance to talk with 
Schmelter about his time in the service.

“He’s one of the only WWII vets that 
I’ve been able to sit down and talk to 
about his story,” she said. “It just pushed 

me more to want to do what I did and I’ve 
just always remembered him.”

Zehr said her conversation with 
Schmelter reaffirmed her decision to join 
the Navy. She still keeps a picture of the 
pair from their first meeting.

“He’s a corpsman; I’m also a corpsman 
in the Navy so his story just meant a lot to 
me,” she said.

Shortly after Zehr enlisted, the 
COVID-19 pandemic began, and with 
only 14 hours’ notice she was deployed to 
New York. 

“I was working with COVID patients 
there so we built a field hospital in 48 
hours,” she said. “We had about 4,000 
beds that we were able to put patients in.”

Zehr said that experience was sad be-
cause people had to be separated from 
their families for treatment, but also re-
warding because she was able to help so 
many people, particularly those homeless 
or low income.

“It was free health care for them so we 
gave them the opportunity to get COVID 
treatments and medications without any 
money, so it was actually pretty cool that 
we were able to do that,” she said.

Zehr returned to Neenah with a special 
visit in mind. 

“I just wanted to show him that I made 
it and he was a big part of the reason why 
I’m here,” she said.

As part of her Navy duties, Zehr par-
ticipates in military funeral ceremonies. 
Many of those funerals are for WWII vet-
erans. She worries that as more veterans 
from that epic war die, America is going to 
lose a piece of history.

“That’s why he’s so important, because 
he’s still a part of the history of the Navy 
and the corpsmen and where we started,” 
she said.

Schmelter took the flattery in stride 
while speaking to a crowd of residents and 
visitors who gathered to celebrate his re-
union with Zehr.

“I’m still happy to be around here when 
I’m 97 years old.” 

Neenah News

U.S. Navy corpsman Rene Zehr makes a surprise visit to World War II veteran Don Schmelter, 
who has inspired her during her military service.

about it, but Lang remembered a Bible on 
her shelf – her great-grandmother’s.  

“Great Grandma was born in Neenah in 
1851,” Lang recounts. “I’d been sitting on 
Council for eight years. My great-grandfa-
ther, her husband, was the fourth mayor of 
Neenah in 1877. I’d sometimes look over 
at his picture and wonder, ‘I wonder what 
it was like for him to be the mayor?’

“Being sworn in on his wife’s Bible was 
really cool,” she said.

The book was inscribed in 1878 by her 
great-grandmother’s pastor, the Rev. J.E. 
Chapin, of the Presbyterian Church and 
founder of The Brigade.  

Lang wants to run the city as a business 
while she acknowledges that it is different 
in that a city is not a private enterprise. 
But she believes that encompassing best 
practices of organizational behavior and 
management can optimize what city gov-
ernment can do for its residents.

There are already projects in motion 
such as the Capital Improvement Plan 
budget for the city, which was handed 
over immediately. Additionally, the coun-
cil had previously authorized Human Re-
sources to conduct a salary investigation 
of Neenah’s market standing compared 
with other communities. This was execut-
ed through Carlson Dettmen Consulting 
with first interviews conducted April 19 

and 20.
The mayor’s first two days were spent 

in the conference room with department 
heads, discussing their structure and func-
tion.  

“That part was great for me, having 
worked with them for eight years,” Lang 
said. “I know them well and they know 
me. I can’t imagine coming in without 
those established relationships in place. 
It’s made it a lot easier.”

Other projects on the table include Ar-
rowhead Park development and the Police 
Department expansion. These pieces will 
be approached in a systematic and finan-
cially measured way, according to Lang. 
Economic factors such as supply-chain 
and inflationary cost increases mean 
that tax dollars must be managed evenly. 
While these are unique pressures, Lang 
believes the city can accomplish its goals 
by employing creativity, communication 
and facing difficult decisions head on.

Lang is still grappling with the idea of 
being a new presence in her home com-
munity as mayor.  

“I’m still figuring out what that means 
and what it will look like. Representing 
your district as an alderperson is very dif-
ferent from being mayor and representing 
the entire city,” Lang said. “I plan to be vis-
ible. I want to participant in our city’s ac-
tivities and events. I’m so thankful for the 
opportunity to serve as mayor of the city.  

“My roots here are so deep. I want to 
keep it strong and vibrant and moving for-
ward in every positive way we can. I think 

I will grow into it and will fully embrace 
the opportunity. I certainly embrace the 
responsibility.”

Lang acknowledges that Neenah is 
somewhat behind in the use of social me-
dia outreach. People want to be heard and 
to know their issues and concerns matter. 
She wants them to know that they’re a vi-
tal part of the community.  

“Every person in this community mat-
ters,” Lang said. “We’ve all made a deci-
sion to live here. Every person here makes 
up what is the city of Neenah.”  

Next year, Neenah will celebrate its ses-
quicentennial – 150 years since its incor-
poration as a city.  

“But our history is so much older than 
that,” added the former president of the 
Neenah Historical Society before recently 
relinquishing that title. “It didn’t start in 
1873. We were incorporated as a village in 
1856 but people were beginning to settle 
the area in the 1840s.  

“People get confused when they see the 
date of a city. We’ll be commemorating 
something worth celebrating next year 
but there’s history that predates the city’s 
incorporation. Kimberly Clark, the Neen-
ah Foundry and Riverside Park were all 
founded in 1872.”

She also points to the history that pre-
ceded white settlers here.

“And we are surrounded by our Native 
American history,” Lang said. “We will be 
having our powwow again this year after 
missing two years due to COVID.”  

Lang collaborated with the late Menom-

inee elder and advocate Alan Caldwell and 
his wife, Cathy, to organize the city’s first 
powwow in 2016. Lang and Cathy have 
continued the mission and it’s set for Sept. 
17 this year.

Cathy Caldwell’s brother is Native 
American musician and three-time Gram-
my Award winner Bill Miller, who was 
born in Neenah.  

“He played the flute on Disney’s ‘Colors 
of the Wind.’ He’s amazing,” Lang said. 
“He has agreed to do another concert for 
us this summer ( July 9). It’s been a won-
derful experience to connect and learn 
about Native American history and cul-
ture and to help the community connect 
with it as well.”  

At Lang’s first full department head 
meeting, she laid out her expectations and 
vision for the community.  

“One thing I stressed to them is that I 
want our community to be exceptional, 
not just acceptable,” she said. “I want us to 
be viewed as an exceptional community. 
So how do we communicate that? How 
do we represent that? The public is care-
fully monitoring what we are doing and 
we need to project both positively and 
professionally to our citizens.”  

Lang plans to frame this into a mission 
statement for the city.  

“I have this viewpoint on history. It’s 
the ongoing story that we are writing. We 
are all writing the history of Neenah right 
now. Let’s make sure we’re writing a histo-
ry of which we can be proud.”

Mayor Lang
from Page 1


