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Health ofhicials
back second
booster option

NEENAH NEwWS

The Winnebago County Health De-
partment is supporting the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration’s recommendations
and authorization of a second COVID-19
booster dose for individuals over age 50
and for certain immunocompromised in-
dividuals.

The FDA said last week that evidence
suggests a second booster dose of an
mRNA vaccine improves protection
against severe COVID-19 and will reduce
the risk for severe disease, hospitalization
and death.

The additional boosters will be available
at vaccine clinics hosted by the Winneba-
go County Health Department, includ-

See Health update on PAGE 6

Lang elected Neenah's new mayor

Boyette keeps council
seat: school board set

By Dan Roherty
NEeeENAH NEwWS

Neenah voters chose veteran City
Council member Jane Lang as its new
mayor over council colleague Brian
Borchardt in Tuesday’s election.

Lang won 57% percent of the vote,
3,235 to 2,474, and will be sworn in April
19 to replace Mayor Dean Kaufert, who
announced his retirement last year after
serving since 2014.

“I'm just so honored to have this opportu-
nity — overwhelmingly grateful,” Lang said.

City Council incum-
bent Kathie Boyette
narrowly retained her
District 1 seat serving
wards 1-8 against new-
comer Kristen Sand-
vick, 783 to 773, in the
one council race. Dan

Steiner retained his

District 2 seat running

unopposed.
Voters also returned Lauri Asbury to
the Neenah Board of Education along

with newcomers Sarah Moore-Nokes and
Tara Brzezinski. Asbury, the board’s vice
president, led all six candidates with 3,926
votes, followed by Moore-Nokes (3,619)
and Brzezinski (3,605). Falling short were
Rocky Schafer (3,503), Sara Johnson
(2,831) and Lydia Rhoads (2,531).

As Neenah'’s new mayor, Lang said she
is looking forward to continuing public
initiatives already underway such as devel-
opment of South Commercial Street busi-
ness district, Arrowhead Park renovations
and planning for the downtown’s future.

See Elections oN PaGe 11
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A soldering class is one of the in-person workshops being offered at Cre8lab on South Commercial Street.

Young creativity sparked in lab

Cre8lab offers STEM learning
opportunity for Neenah area

By Bethanie Gengler

NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

A community makerspace in Neen-
ah called Cre8lab offers locals an outlet
to create and learn about science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM).

Cre8lab is a volunteer-run nonprofit
located at 1131 S. Commercial St. It was
started by Eric Brehm and Adam Waite,
who had previously started a STEM club
for kids at another successful nonprofit.

“We started to realize that one of these

spaces may be good to help guide not only
kids, but young adults toward the trades,
toward the STEM field and into technolo-
gy, and then get some of these adults that
have never done some of this stuff access
to it,” Brehm said.

Brehm and Waites desire to offer a mak-
erspace in Neenah inspired them to pur-
chase the Commercial Street location.

“We bought the building and gutted it
and remodeled it and made it what it is to-
day,” Brehm said.

Crea8lab officially opened in December
2019, notlong before the COVID-19 pan-
demic began.

“I don’t think we could pick any worse

timing on that one, but it worked out for
us well,” Brehm said. “We actually were
able to engage with the community quite
a bit due to that.”

Brehm said he and Waite both have day
jobs in the tech field and volunteer their
time at Cre8lab. The makerspace has a full
wood shop, CNC machine, 3D printers, a
laser engraver, paint booth, a Cricut and a
heat press.

Brehm said there are two ways for the
public to participate in the programs. In-
terested parties can purchase a monthly
membership that comes with access to

See Cre8lab on Pace 10
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By Steve Clark
NEENAH NEWS

At a special meeting of the Winnebago
County Board of Supervisors, a resolution
was approved to accept more than $10 mil-
lion from the Neighborhood Improvement
Grant Fund through the American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA).

It was the only item on the March 29
agenda —the final act of the board before
this week’s elections — and passed by a near
unanimous vote. Only two supervisors ab-
stained from voting.

The resolution called for acceptance of
$10,351,686.15 and for those ARPA funds
to be divvied out among six programs
around the county to help address home-
lessness. The six recipients all have pro-
posed projects to help fight the increasing
number of homeless residents.

The Day By Day Warming Shelter in Osh-
kosh received the largest portion of the
funds to build a year-round homeless shel-
ter for 50 to 60 residents per night. That
project, including land costs and construc-
tion, will total $3,587,720.

Three other recipients topped the $1
million mark with Habitat for Humanity
of Oshkosh drawing $2,425,680 for acqui-
sition of six lots and construction costs for
two homes; Solutions Recovery was award-
ed $1.5 million to acquire land and build
five to six additional sober-living properties
as well as upgrades to the recovery center;
and Covey received $1,063,124 for build-
ing family housing for those with cognitive
disabilities in Oshkosh and Menasha.

The rest for the funds were dispersed to

the Housing Resource Center, which re-
ceived $941,228 to serve as a resource for
those at risk of losing shelter, and $570,000
to the Oshkosh Kids Foundation to assist
with the building of a community center
for a tiny house village in Oshkosh.

One other concern brought by Supervi-
sor Thomas Borchart of Menasha was that
the majority of the money was going to-
ward programs in Oshkosh. He would have
liked to have seen more representation
around the rest of the county.

“I'wish the peanut butter is applied more
liberally to all of the bread,” he said.

Board chairman Shiloh Ramos, who was
conducting his last meeting as chairman,
advised the board that the board was only
accepting the money and allocating it to the
different organizations. He reiterated that
the board was not doing anything related to
location, specific planning or zoning or sus-
tainability with the projects, which would
be up to the specific organizations.

“We, tonight, are simply deciding wheth-
er we want to accept that $10.35 million
from the state and allocate it to those orga-
nizations,” Ramos said. “That’s really what
we are debating tonight.”

Although the resolution passed without
any votes against, there was plenty of debate
from supervisors and some who expressed
some reluctance in voting for the measure.

Some of the concerns revolved around
the process taken to get the resolution in
front of the board, what the county’s finan-
cial responsibility would be in the future
and whether these programs would be able
to curb homelessness issues in Winnebago

County.

“I can’t see an end result. This is just a
feel-good thing,” Supervisor Maribeth
Gabert said. “I have not received enough
information nor heard enough that there is
a plan. I have many, many reservations.”

Gabertsaid she considered voting against
the resolution but opted to back it.

Other supervisors to voice concerns in-
cluded Donald Nussbaum, Brian Defferd-
ing, Bryan Stafford, Vicki Schorse and Joel
Rasmussen. Schorse and Rasmussen each
said they planned to abstain.

“The last thing I think anyone wants to
see is someone struggle because of actions
we took today,” Stafford said.

Ramos spoke to wanting this version of
the county board — before elections — to
have the opportunity to adopt this reso-
lution and so the timeline had to be con-
densed from a normal resolution. He also
said that had the board not heard the res-
olution when it did, the resolution would
not be considered until the end of April.

One amendment to the original resolu-
tion was proposed by Supervisor Morris
Cox to make sure each entity that received
funds from the grant would come before
the board every six months to discuss their
projects.

That motion was carried by a majority of
the supervisors.

The next meeting of the County Board
is slated for April 19, which will be an or-
ganizational meeting for the new board af-
ter the elections. The first business meet-
ing for the new board will be the following
week.

Medical supplies donated to ThedaCare to help Ukrainians

ThedaCare team members are support-
ing the Ukraine humanitarian effort in
three areas where donations are needed
most: monetary, medical supplies and
medications.

ThedaCare inventory technician Tom
Meier and supply chain distribution su-
pervisor Kurt Rasmussen recently pre-
pared the first shipment of medical sup-
plies donated from ThedaCare that was
to be distributed by a Midwest network of
Ukrainian-American groups.

Community members who would like
to help can contact the ThedaCare Fami-
ly of Foundations’ Ukrainian Medical and
Humanitarian Care Fund, where all mon-
ey raised will go to International Medical
Corps (IMC). The nonprofit aid organiza-
tion provides emergency medical services
and health care training and development
programs to those affected by disaster, dis-
ease or conflict.

To contribute, visit thedacare.org/
about-us/giving and go to the Donate To-
day section. Donations are tax-deductible

gifts.

Submitted photo

Donations of medical supplies and medications are being collected by ThedaCare team members.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Park tradition continues

Families are shown enjoying Riverside Park in this
1898 photo. The sign reads, “Do not hitch to the trees.”
The park is marking its 150 birthday this year.

Program focused

on end-of-life issues

The Fox Valley Respect Life Committee
is hosting a program titled “The Gospel
of Life at the End of Life” beginning at 8
a.m. Saturday at St. Mary Catholic High
School’s Jane Bergstrom Fine Arts Educa-
tion Center.

The free event and workshop will high-
light end-of-life-issues from a faith-based
and life-affirming perspective. Featured
event speakers include St. Gianna Clinic
president Dr. Robin Goldsmith and Pro-
Life Wisconsin Speakers Bureau attorney
Greg Vanevenhoven.

Vendors from local and statewide or-
ganizations also will be at the event. No
RSVP is required.
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Electric scooter rental program endorsed

Neenah News

An electric scooter rental service was
recommended for city approval this week
that would add a new mode of public
transportation and be managed through
a liaison between the city and its private
provider.

Garrett Gronowski of Bird Rides Scoot-
er Co. told the city’s Public Services &
Safety Committee that using a scooter
would cost $1 as a start fee and then 30
cents per minute, with the average ride

Coyote activity in season with urban

By Amber Brockman

NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

At this time of year when coyotes are
more active during the breeding season
and people are getting out more to enjoy
the spring weather, the potential for sight-
ings of the wild canine species increases.

Coyotes are present in almost every
county in Wisconsin, and as cities expand
into rural areas, they have been getting
more comfortable in human-populated
areas.

“As urbanization increases so does coy-
ote habitat and potentially coyote popu-
lations,” state Department of Natural Re-
sources wildlife biologist Josh Jackl said.
“Coyotes are highly adaptable and have
probably increased populations within
urban areas, so as those areas expand, coy-
otes are expected to utilize those habitats
also”

Urban coyotes are not a new or novel
thing and reported sightings in Winneba-
go County have been steady or slightly in-
creased over time, Jackl said.

“It could be a number of reasons but
might include the use of trail cameras and
cellphones (that) has become more com-
mon, which leads to more and better pho-
tographic evidence,” he said.

Within the last few months, there have
been a couple of reported sightings, about
the same as in recent years.

“The calls were mainly about coyote
sightings around a yard and concern
about their pet dog and coyotes scaveng-

costing $5.50.

The scooters are tracked with GPS and
will not be able to operate past Geo-Zone
areas set up by the city.

If the pilot program for 50 to 70 scoot-
ers is approved by the City Council at its
Wednesday meeting (after print dead-
line), Gronowski said there will be a Bird
account manager and fleet manager hired
locally in charge of maintenance and daily
distribution of the scooters.

Preferred parking areas would be creat-

ed where drivers would earn a discount on
charges while geo-fence zones would be
established to ban the scooters on round-
abouts, bridges, overpasses, trestle bridges
and some sidewalks such as the 100 to 200
blocks of West Wisconsin Avenue.

The city will add an additional 10 cents
per ride to offset public administrative
costs and the council was also asked to ap-
prove an ordinance amendment to allow
scooters in the city right of way and on
trails where currently prohibited.

Photo by David Horst

A coyote searches for rodents in southern Outagamie County in February.

ing on a deer carcass in another person’s
yard,” Jackl said.

Coyotes have adapted to the urban en-
vironment where more abundant food
sources are available.

Although coyotes primarily feed on
small rodents and rabbits, they are oppor-
tunistic hunters and will eat anything they
can find - residential garbage, birdseed,
compost and pet food — according to the
DNR website.

In some cases, they may attack and kill
small pets, but attacks on humans are rare.

Coyotes are nocturnal so they are gen-
erally most active in the early evening
around dusk and early morning before
dawn, according to Jackl. In urban areas,
coyotes tend to use wooded patches and
shrubbery to hide from people, as well
as any available natural spaces, including
parks, cemeteries and golf courses.

“Their habitat is more forested but they
are highly adaptable and will also be found
around green spaces with forested edges,
open fields and generally anywhere there
is a good food source,” he said.

Boys and Girls Brigade gives out its annual honors

The Boys and Girls Brigade marked the
121st year of its leadership program by
recognizing senior award recipients and
leader milestones.

The Outstanding Brigader Award based
on all-around participation and perfor-
mance went to Hans Patel and Emmalee
Van Sambeek.

Seven Year Four-Fold recipients who
demonstrated strength, balance and growth
based on attention, participation, wreath
sales and behavior were Eric Blank, Emma
Bowman, Zanger Coenen, Alayna Hop-
fensperger, Shaylee Klenke, William Kyles-
Werth, Mackenzie Lehmann, Grace Look,
Patel, Maddy Pritzl and Van Sambeek.

My Own Self scholarship winners are
Phynix Beringer, Look, Klenke and Prit-
zl. Wide Awake awards went to Look and
Wyatt Pershing. Sure and Steadfast awards
were given to Blank, Zander and Pritzl.

A special congratulations went to Linda
Ahles and Jody Hoppe for receiving the
2022 S.E. Shattuck Award.

While Bird Rides does not provide bike
racks or other infrastructure, Gronowski
said signs are typically placed around the
city designating scooter locations. One of
the proposed “nesting” areas is the Bridge-
wood Hotel, where guests would be able
to use them to visit the area.

Menasha was considering a similar pi-
lot program this week and Fox Crossing is
also expected to consider it, which would
alleviate concerns about the scooters
crossing those borders on trails.

sightings

If you encounter a coyote, remain calm.

“Most of the time wild animals, includ-
ing coyotes, are more afraid of humans
than we are of them,” Jackl said.

With a pet, keep in mind the coyote may
feel threatened by it or think it is prey.

“Especially during the breeding season,
pet dogs can be treated aggressively by
coyotes due to the perceived territorial
threat,” Jackl said. “In either case, consid-
er keeping your dog on a leash while on
walks and/or keep a close eye on your dog
while outside if you know there are coy-
otes around.”

The DNR website provides tips to man-
age the presence of coyotes in residential
areas:

«Remove potential food sources such as
open garbage cans, bird feeders and pet food
bowls. Never intentionally feed coyotes.

«Do not provide food and water for oth-
er wildlife. It may attract coyotes and their
prey.

«Clear brush and undergrowth in yards.

«Use scare tactics. Yell and make loud
noises, shake or throw pop cans filled with
coins, throw a ball, shoe, sticks or other
objects or spray the coyote with water.
You can also buy ultrasonic dog repellents
or pocket-sized air horns.

oInstall a 6- to 7-foot-high fence buried
about a foot deep to help keep coyotes out
of an area.

«Trapping and hunting of coyotes on
private property is legal without a DNR
license. Check with local government to
ensure adherence to ordinances.

To report concerns about coyotes, call
920-420-5830 or joshua.jackl@wi.gov, or
contact the Neenah Police Department.

There is a referral list for nuisance ani-
mal removal on the Wisconsin Trappers
Association website that is searchable by
county at wistrap.org. For more informa-
tion, visit the DNR website and click on
the Coyotes tab at dnr.wisconsin.gov/top-
ic/WildlifeHabitat/damage.

www. triciastreasuresandbistro.com

ricia's
Jreasures

Tricia’s Treasures offers a variety of beautiful Home
Decor, lovely giftables & on-trend ladies apparel. Shop
brands from Kendra Scott, Nora Fleming, Blowfish,
KanCan, Driftwood Denim & so much more.

Home Decor,
Boutique Fashions,
Jewelry, Baby Items
& so much more.

121 W Wisconsin Ave

Neenah WI 54956
920-215-6179

Open 10-5 Mon-Fri & Saturday 9-4
Closed Sunday




PAGE 4 | NEENAHNEWSNOW.COM

APRIL 8, 2022

Wonders of waterfowl now on shoreline display

By Rob Zimmer
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

With ice out on Lake Winnebago, the
Neenah lakefront and riverfront are hot
spots for observing the incredible move-
ment of waterfowl during early April.
Spring migration is on and, immediately
upon ice out, ducks and geese and loons
and other water birds arrive here by the
thousands.

We are fortunate in our area to have
some of the best waterfowl viewing spots
in the state. Places like Fresh Air Camp,
Kimberly Point Park, Riverside Park, the
Friendship Trail and Loop the Lake Trail,
as well as the dams, are waterfowl-watch-
ing hot spots.

Many of these birds have been waiting
just to our south for the instant the ice
shield breaks up on the big lake. And they
arrive almost instantly. Already, massive
flocks, known as rafts, of diving ducks are
visible along the shoreline in each of these
places. Common loons are also beginning
to show up, as are American white peli-
cans, returning for another year of acro-
batics in the sky and on the water.

Grab a pair of binoculars and head on
down to one of these parks and scan the
open water to see what you can see.

Chances are, the most common ducks
you will spot appear black and white
from a distance but are actually irides-
cent in shades of green and purple, along
with striking black-and-white plumage.
Common goldeneye, scaup, bufflehead,
common merganser, red-breasted mer-
ganser, redhead, ring-necked duck and
canvasback are beginning to appear in
huge numbers.

Bring along a field guide to help you

Photos by Rob Zimmer

American white pelicans and loons are some of the bird wildlife currently active on Lake Winnebago.

identify these different ducks as you scan
the open water. They are amazing to watch
in action as they dive beneath the surface
in search of zebra mussels and other aquat-
ic prey. It is possible to see hundreds, even
thousands, of these ducks right offshore.

Of course, everyone loves to see the
loons when they appear each year in April.
Large numbers of common loons con-
gregate on Lake Winnebago during early
spring as they wait for northern lakes to
become ice free. It’s possible to spot doz-
ens of them on any given day this month
by simply scanning the open water.

There are a couple of different spe-
cies of ducks that are often mistaken for
loons from a distance. Common mer-
gansers have a similar appearance, as do
red-breasted mergansers. But take a closer
look and you'll see the difference. Have a
field guide on hand to point out the strik-

Wildfire season prompts safety warnings

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) reminds Wisconsinites
that fire season is underway after the snow
melts and before plants, trees and grass
turn green.

Seasonal warm and dry conditions can
increase wildfire activity, with about 60%
of all annual wildfires in Wisconsin occur-
ring in March, April and May.

Temperature, wind, humidity and pre-

cipitation are the key weather compo-
nents that determine the daily fire danger.
This spring fire season enters with drought
impacting most of the state.

People start 98% of wildfires, most of-
ten by burning debris in the spring when
vegetation is still dead and dry. Fires also
have been started by heavy equipment
and vehicles, while lightning strikes have
sparked a small percentage.

Winnebago County Democrats plan Indigo Dinner

The Winnebago County Democratic Par-
ty’s Annual Indigo Dinner is set for April 23
at La Sure’s Hall in Oshkosh.

Guest speaker is Matt Rothchild, execu-
tive director of the Wisconsin Democracy
Campaign and former editor and publish-
er of The Progressive.

A social hour with jazz by the Marc
Sackman Quartet and networking is from

4 to 6 p.m. followed by a dinner.

Supporter ticket is $45 per person by
April 17, then $50. Tables of six are avail-
able. Tickets are available at secure.act-
blue.com/donate/indigo2022.

Tickets are also available at the Win-
nebago County Democratic Party office,
480 N. Main St. in Oshkosh Call 920-410-
3373 for more information.

ing differences in these birds.

Common loons are generally much
heavier and bulkier than the mergansers,
with a much thicker, sharply pointed bill
that is black in color. The bill of mergan-
sers is generally reddish orange, thin and
pointed.

The American white pelicans are quite
noticeable when they return each year in
April. Adults of breeding age boast a large
crest, or sail, on the top of their foot-long
orange bill. This is only apparent in spring
during breeding season and quickly dis-
solves away once nesting begins.

Over the past 20 years, pelicans have
exploded in numbers here on Lake Win-
nebago, Little Lake Butte des Morts and
other Winnebago system lakes. It is a joy
to see them soar through the sky and sail
upon the wide-open, blue waters of our
lakes and rivers.

These birds nest on remote islands on
the Winnebago chain of lakes, where they
are safe from land predators such as mink,
coyote and fox.

The grebes are another interesting group
of duck-like birds that flock to Lake Win-
nebago this month. Pied-billed grebes are
small, grayish brown in color with a black
and gray bill. The horned grebe is slightly
larger with striking red and black plumage
and huge, golden ear tufts, or horns, on
top of their head.

Other birds you may see along the shore
while watching waterfowl in early April are
double-crested cormorant, generally black
with an orange bill, as well as the mighty os-
prey that soars over the open water on long,
powerful wings, diving beneath the surface
to capture carp and other prey.

You may also hear and see belted king-
fisher flying from tree to tree along the
shore, along with great blue herons.

Visit each of these areas over the next
few weeks to witness the unusual and
amazing variety of birds you will find at
each spot. The April migration will be
over soon for another year so make the
time to get out and enjoy this amazing avi-
an ritual.

State DNR bird stamp contest opens

The state Department of Natural Re-
sources is now accepting artwork entries
for the Wild Turkey, Pheasant and Wa-
terfowl Stamp design contests, where the
winning designs will appear on the 2023
collection of stamps.

Each year, local artists from around
Wisconsin compete for an opportunity
to have their artwork commemorated in a
historic way on the stamps.

“This is the 26th year of the turkey
stamp contest. It’s a historic opportunity
for artists to commemorate their talent
and provide opportunities for wildlife and
wildlife habitat management,” said Alaina
Gerrits, DNR wildlife biologist. “Artists
are encouraged to use the contest to show-

case their creative expression while cap-
turing the charisma of native Wisconsin
birds.”

Sales of these three stamps bring in
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually
for species management throughout the
state, including habitat management, res-
toration, education and research projects.
Hunters are required to purchase stamps
to harvest these game birds.

Artwork must meet technical require-
ments to be eligible, and applicants should
carefully review the contest rules to ensure
their entries’ eligibility. The deadline to sub-
mit designs is July 15. Judging will take place
in late July or early August. More informa-
tion can be found at dnr.wisconsin.gov.
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Bike shop evolves, expands with steady experience

By AJ Mikkleson

NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

The popularity of bikes is on the rise.
A desire to be more eco-friendly and gas
prices are two reasons that have people
looking at bicycles as a transportation al-
ternative.

For the past 45 years in Neenah, that has
often meant crossing paths with Stephen
Pratt. Now as Pratt is ready to retire — semi
retire as he describes it — this means a
change in ownership at Cranked Bike Stu-
dio on Green Bay Road.

Pratt’s older brother Billy began a bike
repair shop in 1976 in the basement of his
family home on West Wisconsin Avenue
and Pratt followed him along. Shortly af-
ter, Billy moved the shop into a storefront
on East Wisconsin and named it Class
Cycles, which operated until 1986. Class
Cycles was one of the first Trek bicycle
dealers in Wisconsin.

Shortly after Class Cycles closed, Pratt
ran Mr. Wilson’s Bikes for about two years,
which sold bicycles and skateboards from
the storefront where Future Neenah is
now located. Pratt bought the business
and renamed it Beachfront. The shop grew
and Pratt needed more space, eventually
moving it out near Interstate 41 north of
Winneconne Avenue.

Pratt sold Beachfront to Steve Scherck
in the early 1990s. A short time after the
sale, Pratt had a couple of friends who
wanted to open a used bike shop in Mena-
sha and reached out for advice and insight
from Pratt, who then accepted a position
with them. That shop, Recyclist Bicycle,
moved from Menasha to Kaukauna and
Pratt worked there for about 11 years
alongside brother Billy.

In 2008, Pratt opened Cranked Bike Stu-
dio along with two partners, one of whom
was Steve Scherck. Pratt was the manag-
ing partner and operated at the downtown
Main Street location for 10 years. Much
like the evolution of the other bike shops
Pratt has been a part of, Cranked outgrew
its location.

“My edge to compete with the oth-
er shops was to be able to offer what the
customer needs when they walk in,” Pratt
said. This meant having available invento-
ry of bikes and parts.

With more than four decades of experi-
ence, Pratt has learned about taking care
of the customer and is proud of Cranked
Bike Studio’s customer service focus.

As Pratt began looking for a place to
expand, he came across the building on
Green Bay Road.

“I found this location between two
highway exits with a beautiful storefront,”
he said. “It had the right height and width
and natural light. It just worked out.”

Pratt and Cranked Bike Studio have
played an important role in the commu-
nity. More than a retail business, Cranked
organizes group rides and has been a ma-
jor sponsor of Neenah-Menasha Fire Res-
cue’s annual Backdraft Bike Tour, now en-
tering its 10th year.

As Cranked Bike Studio enters its 15th
year, Pratt has decided to semi-retire and
sell his share of the business to Scherck.
There are four other full-time employees
and other part-time staff who consider
bikes their passion.

As gas prices reach new highs, some
have begun looking for alternatives to fill-
ing the gas tank each week. Increasing in
popularity are e-bikes.
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Photo by AJ Mikkelson

Stephen Pratt stands outside his Cranked Bike Studio on Green Bay Road.

“E-bikes are the fastest-growing seg-
ment of our business,” Pratt said, with
demand increasing exponentially. New
bikes, service and used bikes are all in de-
mand as well. The bike repair area of the
shop is year-round and the current loca-
tion is about three times the size of the
previous one and fully utilized.

Pratt said his passion will keep him
around cycling in Neenah and helping out
at Cranked Bike Studio.

“I might be the oldest bike shop own-
er in the Valley, or even Wisconsin,” Pratt
said. As he transitions into retirement, his
cycling legacy in Neenah and the Fox Val-
ley will be felt for generations.
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Firefighter recruits

The third annual Joint Recruit School between Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue and the Oshkosh Fire Department is underway for five
weeks of training before they begin 24-hour shifts. The recruits include David Burroughs, Nick Peppard, Dennis Kilgore, Brayden
Litton, Alex Johll, Bennett Krings and Max Schmidt.

Health update

FROM PAGE 1

ing at the Fox Crossing Fire Department,
1326 Cold Spring Road, from 3 to S p.m.
Tuesday, along with other health care pro-
viders, pharmacies and retail locations.

With this new approval, the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) has also updated
their recommendations to allow certain
individuals who received an initial boost-
er dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine or
the Moderna vaccine at least four months
ago to be eligible for another booster.

Subsequently the state Department of
Health Services supports:

« A second booster dose of the Pfiz-

er COVID-19 vaccine or Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine that may be admin-
istered to ages 50 and older at least four
months after receipt of a first booster dose
of the vaccine.

« A second booster dose of the Pfiz-
er COVID-19 vaccine to people ages 12
and older with certain kinds of immuno-
compromise at least four months after
receipt of a first booster dose. These are
people who have undergone solid organ
transplantation or living with conditions
considered to have an equivalent level of
immunocompromise.

« A second booster dose of the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine administered at
least four months after the first booster
dose to people ages 18 and older with the

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue photo

same kinds of immunocompromise listed
above.

« A second booster dose of an mRNA
COVID-19 vaccine to people ages 18-49
years who are not moderately or severely
immunocompromised and who received
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine as
both their primary series dose and booster
dose at least four months after their first
Johnson & Johnson booster dose.

Call the COVID-19 Hotline at 920-
232-3026 for more information.

Ongoing questions regarding vacci-
nation recommendations, language and
definitions prompted the CDC to recently
clarify some previously released updates
and emphasized these are clarifications
and not new information.

of eventd

Ongoing
Downtown Neenah Spring Scaven-
ger Hunt through April 14

Saturday, April 9

Neenah High School jazz ensembles
in concert, 7 p.m., Neenah High cafeteria

Brews with the Bunny, 5 p.m.; Easter
Egg Hunt, 7:45 p.m., Fritsch Park, Fox
Crossing

“The Gospel of Life at the End of Life,”
8 a.m., St. Mary Catholic High School

Sunday, April 10
Ladies Leather Clutch Making, 11
a.m., The Plaza at Globe Coffee

Monday, April 11
Big Band Reunion, 7:30 p.m,
Cranky Pat’s, 905 S. Commercial St.

Tuesday, April 12

Discover Class: Dungeons and
Dragons (grades 8-12), 6 p.m., The
Brigade, 109 W. Columbian Ave.

Wednesday, April 13
Fox Valley Womens Connection
Lunch, noon, Ridgeway Country Club

Theater group sets auditions

Future Stars Theatre Company, a newly
formed local theater group, is holding au-
ditions for its production of “Annie Jr” for
students entering first through 12th grade.

Auditions are set from noon to 4 p.m.
April 23 for the free, entry-level theater
opportunity. Visit futurestarstheatreco.
org for more information and to register.
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Former swim-dive coach named to national hall of fame

By Dan Roherty
NEeeENAH NEwsS

Neenah High School’s former swim-
ming and diving head coach was recent-
ly named to the National Interscholastic
Swimming Coaches Association of Amer-
ica’s Hall of Fame in recognition of his
dedication going back to before the Rock-
ets had a pool.

Mike Schuelke led the girls” high school
team for 27 years and the boys’ team for
16 before retiring in
2006. Over that span,
the boys’ team claimed
the Fox Valley Confer-
ence 12 times and the
WIAA sectional title
11 times. The girls’
team won seven FVA
and five WIAA sec-
m tional titles.

The 1969 Neenah
High graduate didn’t stay retired for long
from a coaching standpoint, coaxed into
being the Rockets diving coach for an-
other four years and then for Appleton’s
program for four more when they were
at risk of losing the program without his
leadership. Schuelke stepped down a year
ago from that role.

Currently serving as national records
and archive chair for the NISCA, Schuel-
ke has been a state representative for the
national group for 26 of his 28 years as a
member.

“It’s always special to be honored by
your own peers, and that’s what this was,”
he said.

“It feels good to be around these people
who know the sport and know how much
dedication that the girls and boys put into

Photo from Mike Schuelke

Former longtime Neenah swim-dive coach Mike Schuelke poses with his trophy after being

inducted into the NISCA Hall of Fame.

it, and it’s fun to be able to hang around
with them and talk to them.”
Schuelke recalls those early days when

Volunteer needs

From Volunteer Fox Cities:

ThedaCare at Home: Volunteers to
provide companionship to terminally ill
patients and their family members. Volun-
teers share their time and talent by visiting,
listening, assisting with meals, or simply
being a loving presence. Contact Jane at
jane.shea@thedacare.org or 920-969-0919.

ThedaCare Medical Center: Volun-
teers to assist in the Aylward Surgery Cen-
ter. Volunteers will provide clerical sup-
port doing tasks that include preparing
patient charts, consent forms and patient
wrist bands. Shifts are weekdays from 9
a.m.-noon. For more information, contact
Brooke at brooke.techlin@thedacare.org.

Fox Cities SCORE: Is seeking a work-
ing or retired business professional to be a
business mentor to small business owners
and entrepreneurs in the Fox Valley and

help them succeed. Mentor training is pro-
vided. The time commitment is 10 hours a
month and can fit your schedule. Contact
Keith at keith.keller@scorevolunteer.org or
visit www.foxcities.score.org/volunteer.
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920223322400
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the existence of a Neenah swim team was
mostly limited to its members and fami-
lies as they practiced at the local YMCA

until the high school pool was built in the
early 1980s.

“Once we had our own pool at the high
school it seemed things just took off —
more kids come out and they got stron-
ger,” he said. “That was a good time.”

Schuelke and his wife, Sue, were in Flor-
ida for their first five years of teaching be-
fore coming back to Neenah to stay, where
Mike was a physical education teacher.
His coaching started with girls swimming
and later expanded to the boys team and
both diving programs, all of which he es-
tablished as a perennial conference and
regional power that continues with his
SuCCessors.

In 2004, Schuelke was named National
Federation Boys Swimming and Diving
Coach of the Year and has earned that
honor on the state level multiple times for
swimming and for diving in 2016.

Schuelke received the Hall of Fame
honor at the NISCA’s 49th annual ban-
quet March 26 in Atlanta. The Profes-
sional Awards Committee makes one
selection each year for this highest award
given for leadership in interscholastic
aquatics.

Winners are chosen from those who
have served in swimming, diving or water
polo for at least 20 years and either have
been selected for the Outstanding Service
Award or shown leadership at the national
level in interscholastic aquatics.

Schuelke is grateful for the national rec-
ognition while especially appreciating the
conference athletes and coaches he has
come to know.

“From the local standpoint, you get to
know these people and they become your
friends,” he said.

UW

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

OSHKOSH

UW OSHKOSH PUTS

FRONT AND CENTER

UWO'’s Sustainability Institute for Regional
Transformations works to make our region
healthier, safer and, of course, more sustainable
by providing services, lending expertise and

developing new approaches and innovations.

Learn more about our approach to
sustainability at uwosh.edu/sirt.
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Zephyrs girls soccer team aiming for state success

By Dustin Riese
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Building a successful high school pro-
gram is one thing. Sustaining that suc-
cess is a completely different animal.
That is what Gary Kruger has done in
his time with the St. Mary Catholic var-
sity soccer program.

Known for having a strong program
year in and year out, the Zephyrs came
so close to making the state tournament
in 2019 only to come up short in a pen-

SOCCER alty shootout.

They then saw

PREVIEW their 2020 season

lost because of a

global  pandem-

ic only to return for 2021 in a big way.

After posting a 6-1-1 conference record

the Zephyrs found themselves in the
sectional round only to come up short.

“I think at times we overachieved and
other times we underachieved, that’s a
pretty usual season,” Kruger said. “I felt
like 2020 was going to be a state cham-
pionship as we returned a large portion
of the team that lost in a shoot-out at
the state semifinal in 2019, but the
2020 season was not played due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We then turned
around and put together another strong
showing last year only to come up short
again.”

Unlike most programs that see their
expectations change on a yearly basis,
the Zephyrs continue to place extreme-
ly lofty goals and expectations on their
players. Whether those goals are realis-
tic or not, it comes with the territory of
building a strong program and having
the amount of success that Kruger has

The Neenah News is seeking
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES
for the Neenah & Fox Crossing community.

had.

“Every season has the same expecta-
tions, as coaches we set high expecta-
tions of the players,” he said. “We try to
create a team atmosphere where every
player can succeed if they put the effort
in. Our main goal is to improve as a team
each week, putting us in position at the
end”

High expectations or not, the Zephyrs
are going to have a tall task in front of
them this season as they need to replace
a ton of weapons from last year’s squad.

Ava Staehler and Haley Jensen pro-
vided a ton of scoring for this team and
their presence up top will be hard to
replace. Maria Schultz and Olivia Bahn
gave the Zephyrs outstanding defense
which makes things easier on the goal-
tender.

Even with these four along with sev-
eral other seniors from a large class, the
cupboard is not bare as the Zephyrs have
another cast of seniors and underclass-
men for that matter ready to step up and
contribute now. Agii Kerwin (defend-
er), Nyla Albrecht (midfielder), Megan
Roloff (forward), Lily Grifith (defend-
er), and goalkeeper Greta Norville are
seniors who will be bringing with them
leadership for this group.

Audrey Norvillle and Erin Bahn, mid-
fielders Olivia Bergstrom and Macken-
zie Barmash-Turner are also returning
to the defensive side of the ball as they
will make for a nice anchor on that back
line. Along with those returning play-
ers comes talented underclassmen, all
capable of making an impact. Melissa
Piotrowski, Audrey Wanless and Claire
Benz are some of those underclassmen

Neenah

Local news for you

NEENAH ADVERTISING SALES

v Do you appreciate local news and connecting your community?
v Do you enjoy talking to new people and consulting with local businesses?
v Do you want to be part of something special?

Join our team by submitting your resume
to karen@oshkoshherald.com.
Experience is not required.

We will train the right person for success!

coming in with club experience as the
Zephyrs appear locked and loaded for
another deep run.

Rockets set to contend
with FVA competition

The Neenah girls soccer team is com-
ing off a 5-6-1 season, 5-3-1 in Fox Val-
ley Association play. Their conference
record is something to note as the FVA
is often one of the toughest in the state,
so to miss an entire year and follow that
up with that level of success is a win for
this program.

“It was great to be able to get out on
the field last season,” head coach Lars
Nordang said. “Our student athletes had
been very good in their preparations and
responded well on the field last year. All
credit to the student athletes for being
able to do that after such an extended
time.”

With a new season set to begin, it was
time for new goals and new expecta-
tions. For the Rockets, they ultimately
are seeking a conference championship
as a team goal.

Nordang is hoping for at least simi-
lar success in 2022 from what he had in

2021.

“Our goals and expectations are very
similar to last year,” he said. “We want
to focus on what we can control; our
preparation in the off-season training,
our individual training in the off sea-
son; and sticking to our standards (cul-
ture/how we want to behave). We trust
the process, and then we can allow the
games to teach us where we are”

The Rockets only had four seniors on
last year’s team but they played a lot of
minutes and were the focal point of the
offense, so replacing them won’t come
easy.

From the upperclassmen down to
the freshmen, the Rockets want to be a
cohesive unit capable of making things
happen.

“We want leaders in each and every one
of our student athletes,” Nordang said.
“Learn to lead yourself, learn to help lead
others. Be a servant leader. We are inter-
viewing prospective leaders from fresh-
men to seniors for our leadership team.
We have a great group of freshmen coming
in, where several of them have been in the
weight room all winter, getting stronger.
Some played club at the highest levels.”

St. Mary Catholic holds oft Freedom

By Dustin Riese
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Coming off its 6-0 win over Green
Bay NEW Lutheran last week to open
the season, the St. Mary Catholic girls
soccer team was back on the pitch Tues-
day for another nonconference match-
up at home against North Eastern Con-
ference powerhouse Freedom.

Despite a low-scoring and relatively
slow start, the Zephyrs first-half goal
proved to be the difference as SMC
moved to 2-0 on the season with a 3-2
win over the Irish.

“This was a great battle between two
good programs,” head coach Gary Kru-
ger said. “Our players had to deal with
some adversity today but did what they
needed to do to hang on for the win.”

Given that the season is still early,
that feeling-out process often takes lon-
ger as there was minimal action across
the first 10 minutes. Apart from an
SMC corner that didn’t amount to any-
thing, both sides struggled to get things
rolling on the offensive side.

As the first half was approaching the
halfway point, the Zephyrs started to
get more comfortable with their tacti-
cal formation and attack. That led to
the game’s first goal where Melisa Pi-
otrowski took the Claire Benz assist and
put it past Avery Lang for a 1-0 lead.

Then it was the Irish who started to
put shots on frame with Greta Norville
coming away with several key stops to
keep things 1-0 as that score held until
halftime. Kruger got a sense that Free-
dom was starting to settle in but was
happy with how his defense was able to
adjust.

“Freedom did a great job attacking
our defense by countering with player
switches and better energy,” he said. “It
seemed like every time we had things
under control or the way we wanted it,
they found a way to climb back into the
game.”

Zephyrs open
season with a win

The St. Mary Catholic girls soccer
team opened up the season with
a win last Friday night, shutting
out NEW Lutheran 6-0 at home.

Megan Roloff scored a hat-trick
in the win while Melisa Piotrows-
ki added two goals. Agii Kerwin
scored on an assist from Roloff
—who had two assists — to round
out the scoring.

Audrey Wanless added two as-
sists in the win. Greta Norville re-
corded three saves in the shutout.

Approaching the midway point in the
second half, Audrey Norville forced an
Irish turnover and took care of things
unassisted to double the lead 2-0. Free-
dom continued to keep the pressure on
and their influx of energy started to pay
off. With the ball stuck on their end of
the field, SMC was unable to clear the
ball and it landed at the feet of Alli-
son Mielke who beat Greta Norville to
make things 2-1.

Expecting things to remain intense
the rest of the way, both sides started to
get the ball out in open space to spread
out the defense. Several shot attempts
came from the spread-out field, but few
of them tested the goalies.

With less than 10 minutes remain-
ing, SMC’s Megan Roloff came through
with an unassisted goal to extend the
lead to 3-1.

Immediately on the attack, Freedom’s
Tayah Conrad controlled the ball where
she found Abby Drontle to finish things
off, pulling the Irish to 3-2 with less
than seven minutes to go. That would
be as close as they would get as SMC
managed to tighten up defensively to
hold on for the win.

Disc golf tournament set at O’Hauser Park

O’Hauser Park’s disc golf course in
Fox Crossing is hosting the Raging Riv-
er Open on May 8 as a 36-hole compe-
tition.

The Professional Disc Golf Association

C-Tier event will be two rounds of 18 with
either $60 or $70 entry fees depending on
the division. Registration information can
be found at discgolfscene.com/tourna-
ments/Raging River 2022.
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Neenah lacrosse boys ready to improve on 2021

By Dustin Riese
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Despite posting a 3-9-1 in Bay Valley
Conference play last season, the Neenah
boys lacrosse program used it as a learn-
ing experience as they push forward to
2022. Record aside, the Rockets were
just happy to be back on the field last

m season and that is

why results didn’t
PREVIEW matter as much last
year as in past sea-

sons.

Given that the COVID pandemic
ran wild over the past three years, the
Rockets saw their 2020 season com-
pletely canceled before getting back on
the field last season. Taking the record
off the board, the Rockets had plenty of
great moments last season as they were
happy to be playing the game they fell in
love with.

“Itwas an 0dd 2021 season with the late
start due to the WIAA pushing fall sports

to alt- spring,” head coach Paul Zielski
said. “It actually impacted our team num-
bers as we had players in fall sports and
then immediately transitioning to spring
sports. It was tough both physically and
mentally on the players and coaches. All
I know at this point is I'm glad we can be
moving well past all of that.”

With things back to normal in terms of
a spring start date and how the seasons
are constructed, the Rockets are filled
with confidence and anticipation with a
team of 16 seniors and 12 of them hav-
ing at least one varsity season under their
belt. Zielski knows it will play a critical
role in his team’s success.

“A lot of time was put in during the
off-season and we can see some major
improvements in their skills already,” he
said. “Obviously, we want to see a swing
in that win-loss column. There are several
strong teams in the conference this year
and we feel we can compete and are look-
ing for a top-three finish.”

On the offensive side of the ball expect
senior Caden Scheibel, attack/captain,
to lead in scoring. He has a strong sup-
port group at attack with Easton Hans
and Matthew Hasler contributing. At
midfield, expect to see a lot from junior
Jaden Lopez as well as seniors Miles
Wehner (captain), Ben Basler, Bruce Ar-
gal and Isaac Christian. Along with that
cast, the sophomore and freshman class-
es have shown plenty of capabilities. One
standout is freshman Jackson Brown at
midfield.

On the defensive side, seniors Nick
Grotenhuis (goalie) and defensemen
Daniel Meixl and Matt Whitmer will be
the anchors. Juniors Cooper Waldoch
and Zac Fruendt will add balance split-
ting time between defense and long stick
middie. The Rockets also see a great deal
of potential and promise from sopho-
more Goalie Jack Romsos and freshman
Alex Alatorre, who should potentially see
several minutes at varsity.

All of those pieces will be critical to the
Rockets success as they play in the tough
Bay Valley Conference with state powers
like Appleton United and Bay Port.

“In the Bay Valley we have several core
teams who have strong youth programs
and those programs seem to be consis-
tently at the top,” Zielski said. “Most of
those programs have been around for
anywhere from 15 to 16 years now. They
have been able to build strong feeder pro-
grams. For years many of these programs
have had consistent coaching and devel-
opment. For Neenah this is my 19th sea-
son. I think that consistency has helped
here.

“With the WLF State Championship
taking only the top 24 teams in the state
Neenah is going to have its work cut out
to contend for either a conference or
strong playoft run,” he said. “If we can
play together as a single unit and work
hard on the small things, I think we have
as good a shot as anyone.”

Rocket girls lacrosse team hoping to grow with another year

By Dustin Riese
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

One of the more rapidly growing sports
in America and Wisconsin is lacrosse.
While most of that growth is in the south-
ern part of the state, which you can see by
the amount of club teams and programs,
that is starting to include northeast Wis-

LACROSSE CorClIS;rr;ing off a sea-
PREVIEW

son in which the
Rockets went 5-9,
but 5-3 in confer-
ence play, there was a lot to take away from
that season. Especially when you consider
that there was no season in 2020 due to
COVID.

“I thought the girls showed a ton of
growth last season and were excited to get
back out there and play,” head coach Paul
Kelly said. “After missing a year due to the
global pandemic, it felt great to get back on
the field and have the consistency we were
missing. Instead of worrying about how we
could practice, and where we would play,
the protocols lightened up and we were
able to play a normal schedule as planned.”

Now, fresh off a normal off-season for
the first time in three years, the Rockets are

busy preparing for the season. Although
still a few weeks away from game action,
this is when the success of seasons pays off.

Kelly is excited for what is to come with
his team as he aims to grow the sport as well
as set the bar high.

“Given the strides we made last season,
I want us to build off of that and start pro-
gressing more as a team,” he said. “We have
spent the last few seasons learning the fun-
damentals of this game as most of our gitls
have never played lacrosse before joining
our program. Now with more experience,
we can start implementing more complex
things on offense and defense. That should
lead to better results which can help us
grow the sport. You always want to grow
lacrosse and the best way to do that is by
getting a youth program interested in what
you are doing.”

Although this is a program that sees a lot
of its girls try out for the first time in high
school, the Rockets are fortunate enough
to have plenty of experience compared to
other seasons. There are freshmen, sopho-
mores and juniors in the program, but this
is going to be a senior-led team.

Alot of those seniors are on their fourth
year on the varsity level. Lauren Wilharm,

Rabas named Coach of the Year by WBCA

Neenah boys basketball coach Lee Rabas
collected a prestigious honor after leading
the Rockets to the WIAA Division 1 state
title in March.

Rabas was selected as the Wisconsin Bas-
ketball Coaches Association Boys Basketball
Coach of the Year, it was announced by the
organization earlier this week.

Rabas led the Rockets to a 29-1 record,
which included winning the Fox Valley As-
sociation title. Neenah finished three games
ahead of both Appleton East and Kimberly
in the final league standings.

Under Rabas’ guidance, the Rockets went
on to win the state title with a convinc-
ing 64-52 victory over Brookfield Central
at UW-Madison’s Kohl Center. It was the
first state title for Neenah since 1978 as the
Rockets won their six postseason games by
an average of 14 points.

Rabas was also named Coach of the Year
in the FVA.

Todd Hansen of Kettle Moraine Luther-
an was named the High School Girls Coach
of the Year after leading the Lasers to the
WIAA Division 1 state title. Kettle Moraine
Lutheran beat Appleton East, 69-53, in the
title game and finished 27-3.

The WBCA also honored one coach for
both boys and girls in each division with
achievement awards.

For the girls, the honorees were Celeste
Ratka of Hortonville, Darla Olson of Rice
Lake, Jeft Capelle of Brillion, Mike Egge-
brecht of Phillips and Jason Schultz of
Northwood.

For the boys, the awards went to Chad
Brieske of Eau Claire Memorial, Ryan Walz
of Wisconsin Lutheran, Hunter Price of Big
Foot, Sam Bertsch of Iola-Scandinavia and
Clint Nemitz of Southwestern.

HERGERT

SPORT CENTER

MARINE - SPORT - SKI

NOW HIRING

Full-Time

MARINE TECHNICIAN

Part-Time STO RE
SALES ASSOCIATE

APPLY AT
1232 N. Sawyer St., Oshkosh WI
920-231-8520 » www.hergertsports.com

M-F 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm

Maddie Hart, Taylor Seitz and Mia Kinay-
man are some of the many seniors who
look to play a prominent role. Their leader-
ship and experience could get the Rockets
to the next level in terms of consistent play.

As the season unfolds, look for Neenah
to continue to take some bumps along the
way with the likes of Appleton and Wausau
on the schedule who are starting to come
on strong. But Neenah has a team on the
verge of becoming a consistently strong
program.

“For us to be competitive this season

and achieve the goals we set, we need to
implement new things on both offense and
defense and perfect them to the best of our
ability,” Kelly said. “A lot of the programs
in our area are what I like to call one-trick
ponies where they ride their best players to
do everything. We are not like that. We are
a balanced team and once we start putting
in set plays, I think the level of our play will
increase.”

The Rockets open their season April 14
when they travel to Watertown for a non-
conference game.

or call 920-486-1616.

\

Neenah

Local news for you

LOCAL, RELEVANT NEWS
DELIVERED WEEKLY

For only $70/year you can have local, relevant
community news delivered to your mailbox.
Neenah government, business and community news
every Friday with a subscription to Neenah News.

Is your business looking for a cost-effective platform
to get your message into the hands of local consumers?
The Neenah News combines the power of local news and
direct mail in delivering your message to customers.

Learn more at neenahnewsnow.com/advertise

Subscribe today

to Neenal’’s new

weekly, community
newspaper

SUBSCRIBE
for only i?O/year

www.neenahnewsnow.com/subscribe

or call 920-486-1616

Address

City St

Zip

Phone

Email

Mail check to 124 W. Wisconsin St. #090B, Neenah WI 54956 ¢ Call 920-486-1616 to
subscribe with a credit card over phone or visit www.neenahnewsnow.com/subscribe

Oshkosh Herald LLC dba
Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 090B, Neenah WI 54956 - 920-486-1616 * www.neenahnewsnow.com
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CreS8lab

FROM PAGE 1

the space any time it’s open, along with
training and access to all tools and equip-
ment.

“We teach (members) how to use all the
equipment, all the safety standards, and
then how to use the design software to
build anything that they want to and then
they can utilize our knowledge to help
them learn how to do all kinds of stuff,”
Brehm said.

On weekends, Cre8lab hosts classes the
public can attend.

“The kids can learn basic hand tools -
how to use things like a drill and a hand
saw,” Brehm said, adding that Cre8lab is
offering a terrestrial terrarium class April
24. “They learn about the ecosystem and
how vital every piece of that is.”

Other classes include basket weaving,
woodworking and soldering circuits.

“They actually get to pick out a shaped
circuit board that looks like a robot or a jet
oran atom, and then theylearn about how
LEDs work, how circuit boards work, and
switches and batteries,” Brehm said. “They
learn how to solder all of those together
and they get to leave with one of these
circuit boards that looks like one of these
really cool things and lights up.”

Cre8lab is funded by membership fees,
class fees and public donations. Brehm
said they are currently raising funds to
add a metalworking shop and water jet

Photo by David Hall

Eric Brehm (left) and Adam Waite founded Cre8lab at 1131 S. Commercial St. just before the

pandemic hit.

cutter, a tool that uses high-pressure water
to safely cut materials.

“We're about halfway to our water jet
(goal) and we're just looking for any help
that the community might be able to give
to get kids into metalworking,” Brehm
said. “It’s a trade that is always looking for
new people and pays well and is a good job
for somebody to take that doesn’t want to
do four years or six years in college.”

Cre8lab is open from noon to 9 p.m.
Tuesday through Thursday and every
other weekend. Donations are welcome

and can be made in person or through the
Cre8lab Facebook page.

Brehm said Cre8lab is influential in in-
spiring interest in the STEM field.

“One of things we talk about is that
sometimes the youth don’t know they’re
interested in something because they’ve
never had access to it,” he said. “You would
never know you have a knack for wood-
working or an interest in technology until
it gets put in your hands. I think you leave
with an interest in something and the abil-
ity to start building a skillset.”

Water resources
group tabs former

McMahon VP

Engineering and architectural firm Mc-
Mahon announced that retired senior vice
president Carl Sutter was recently named
a board-certified diplomate, Water Re-
sources Engineer of the American Acade-
my of Water Resources Engineers, a sub-
sidiary of the American Society of Civil
Engineers.

Sutter led the environment and in-
frastructure group at McMahon for 20
years, assisting in the creation of the first
multijurisdictional storm water utility in
the state and provided more than 2,900
drainage plan reviews for governmental
agencies.

He also conducted numerous area-wide
or watershed-based drainage analyses,
bridge hydraulic studies, and dam break
analyses and emergency action plans.

The board certification represents
strong professional ethics and a commit-
ment to lifelong learning and continuing
professional development.

Send business bits

Our readers are interested in what busi-
nesses are doing in Neenah. Help us share
the news by emailing submit@neen-
ahnewsnow.com or calling 920-486-1616.

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to include your
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.

D.J'S INSECT CO

The Best Defense
Against Unwanted Insects

owin

eercomo L ot '

A Insurance'

Karen Schibline, CPCU
920.252.2575

Erie Rne

GET YOUR
PHONE TO

RlNe RUG CLEANING

Bl CARPET CLEANING

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

iNEBACD

Japanese Beetles © Flies
Fleas * Bees * Ants
Box Elders * Spiders, Etc'

David Girard Owner/Operator

(920) 716-4349 /‘K

Serving the Fox Valley
Licensed and Insured

Home * Auto ° Life

Oregon Office Center
1429 Oregon Street

INSURANCE
SERVICES
tyKAREN

Call or Stop In for a Free Quote

FOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair
Basement Waterproofing
Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates
Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788

www.areawaterproofing.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

LETS YOU
LIVE
BETTER

“I can rest knowing that
everything is handled promptly
and correctly, every time.”

- Gerry H.

Is managing your properties
stressful and time consuming?

Call 920-358-0206 to put
Titan to work for you!

PAINTING

AN
DOUG'’S

PAINTING

« Interior and Exterior

« Wallpaper Removal

« Residential & New Construction

« Over 30 years experience!

R SN —d

=" Call 920-722-5832

No pay until you're satisfied

PLUMBING

“+/ASCADE
|\ PLUMBING
LN\ LLC

Well & Septic
920.582.7304

www.kascadeplumbing.com

¢ Residential * Industrial
eCommercial ® M.P. #255145
¢ Licensed and Insured

Not only service,
We provide solutions!

RlNG SPOT/STAIN
(G ) REMOVAL SERVICES <=
RING VOTED BEST
CARPET CLEANING COMPANY
By advertising MENTION YOU SAW US IN THE
your service HERALD AND GET
business here $ FOR TWO ROOM
every Friday! 7 5 CARPET CLEANING

Call 920-486-1616

or email
advertise @ neenahnewsnow.com

PAINTING

1

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING, LLC

o Custom Interior Painting
(Walls, Ceilings, Trim & Doors)

o Cabinet Painting
& Refinishing

o Wallpaper Removal

o Residential & Small Commercial

CALL 920.420.6218 TODAY

and set up an appointment for a free estimate!

Or send an email to: Imntpainting@gmail.com

Visit Imntprofessionalpainting.com

2
1Y€ 920.2ACQUIRE

| CLEANS |

REAL ESTATE

HELPING EMPTY NESTERS
FIND A NEW NEST

JD Williams, REALTOR®
(920) 252-3633 Cell
920-230-8880 Office

814 Knapp St - Oshkosh
www.sellwithjd.com

‘I

E-RECYCLING

\E SADOFF E-RECYCLING
N & DATA DESTRUCTION
A SADOFF IRON & METAL COMPANY

Destroying Your Past to
Protect Your Future
Certified Electronics Recycling

& Data Destruction

Drop-off Service for Residents

Pickup Services for Businesses

(920)232-7373
www.sadoffecycle.com
36 E. 10th Ave Oshkosh

CONCRETE

Text 920.585.3478 ror rree consuiration

« Flatwork patios, driveways,
walkways, poolside

« Foundations

« Firepits, chimneys, basement
and restoration projects

« Stamped and colored options
customized

Insured

‘llllill NEGHBORS' CONCRETE GUYS
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Statues staying warm

The city’s downtown statues have been dressed for the cold spring weather in recent weeks.

Neenah

Local news for you

In partnership with Legacy.com

Obituaries

Honor your loved one with the
timeless tradition of an obituary

 Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

« Give friends and family a convenient place to offer condolences
and make charitable donations

« Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

+ Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director e obits@neenahnewsnow.com ¢ 920-426-1616

Elections

FROM PAGE 1

“There are many opportunities for us to re-
ally start digging in and accomplishing some
of the things that we have been thinking about
and talking about for a while so I'm super ex-
cited to get going on that,” she said.

“In spite of COVID we have had alot going
on in Neenah that says a lot about this com-
munity. We've maintained really positive mo-
mentum.”

A 3rd District alderperson since 2014 and
lifelong Neenah resident, Lang said the cam-
paign took on a wider goal than her previous
elections to City Council.

“Running for mayor you really have to
think deeply about your vision for the com-
munity as a whole and being able to think that
through and articulate it,” she said, “and have
those conversations with people in the com-
munity that helped you shape that vision”

Borchardt, who has been a 2nd District
alderperson since 2020 and teaching in the
school district for 15 years, thanked his sup-
porters for their help and congratulated his
opponent.

“T am a better person for this experience
and my hope is that this community is as
well,” Borchardt posted on Facebook. “Ilook
forward to supporting Jane over the next four
years in any way I can.

In Winnebago County’s supervisor District
7 covering the Neenah area, Betsy Ellenberg-
er edged out Kelly Thom Fahrenkrug by just
25 votes — 681 to 656 — for the seat vacated by
Steven Lenz after four years.

Fox Crossing village board member Greg
Ziegler held off a challenge by Nick Gebert to
retain his Trustee 3 seat, 1,271 to 878.

Winnebago County had three open judi-
cial seats, two of which had challengers.

In Branch 3, Neenah attorney Bryan Ke-
berlein defeated Lisa Krueger, 13,745 to
11,421, to replace Judge Barbara Key after she
announced her retirement late last year.

Keberlein, a Menasha native, practiced law
in the Fox Valley for more than 16 years and
has been Winnebago County’s judicial court
commissioner since 2014. Krueger has been
the county’s family court commissioner since
2012.

Neenah attorney Mike Gibbs defeated
Branch 4 Judge LaKeisha Haase, 13,768 to
12,081. Haase was seeking to maintain her
seat after being appointed by Gov. Tony Evers
in December 2020.

Branch S Judge John Jorgensen, first elect-
edin 2010 and re-elected in 2016, was uncon-
tested for a new term.

In the Town of Neenah, James R. Weiss
and David J. Bluma were chosen as board
supervisors ahead of Andrea C. Long for the
two available seats.

Other county officials running unop-
posed were Village of Fox Crossing trustees
Michael Van Dyke and Dale McNamee,
Town of Clayton board supervisor Scott
Reif, and Neenah-Menasha Municipal
Judge Jim Gunz.

RUMMAGE &

GOLLECTIBLE SALE

SAT., APRIL 9
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SUNDAY, APRIL 10
11:30 AM - 6:00 PM

2788 TOWNE COURT, NEENAH
(Indoor Facility)

See full ad at GLAUCTIONS.NET

Classifieds

Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Employment

CDL A OR B DRIVERS deliver new straight
trucks nationwide, part-time, 3 yrs (DL
Exp req.

920-475-7698 or TCCorp.us Appleton, W1

For Sale

2022 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER

www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 5 Frame
NUC$185
Single, Double & Pallets Available
Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

ADORABLE SHEBA INU PUPPIES,
Purebred, shots/wormed $700 3-F & 1-M
920-787-0061

Cockapoo Puppies Vet Checked, Wormed,
Dews & Shots $1400 0BO, No Sunday calls
715-536-0697 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ENGLISH SETTER PUPPIES Field Dog Reg.
Born 2-22-22 shots/vet ckd, Field Champ
Bloodlines $750 262-224-3867 (WCAN)

FLUFFY AKC COCKER SPANIEL PUPS
shots/vet Super Sale Priced 920-563-3410
pennylanecockerspaniel.com (268588)

(WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs,
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510
920-821-6311

FS: HAY ROUND BALES Good Soft Grass no

rain, free delivery within 100 miles of Apple-

ton WI No Voicemail or text. 920-878-0005
if no answer keep trying later (WCAN)

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS AKC Excel Temp
Genetic Guarantee Parents OFAd 715-537-
5413 www.jerland.com #268001-DS
(WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display!
All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI
920-892-6006 Open Daily (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY
with a GENERAC home standby generator.
$0 Money Down -+ Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now
before the next power outage:
1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

Miscellaneous

45TH ANNUAL AUTO PARTS SWAP MEET
& CAR SHOW! April 22-24, Jefferson Co. Fair
Park, Jefferson, WI. 3 Day Swap Meet & Car
Corral! SHOW CARS Sat/Sun Only. Adm $10,
No Pets. Fri 10-6pm, Sat, 6-4pm, Sun 6-3pm
608-244-8416
madisonclassics.com (WCAN)

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER, PUPPY shots/
worm/vet checked $900 715-680-8149
(468314)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your
budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers
& Buyers' Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers Development
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737
www.pdsadnet.com

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today.
Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

TRUCKS 2006 CHEV 2500 4x4 Diesel 6 1/2x8
Utility Body 160k mi. $18,250 2002 CHEV
3500 Dually Diesel 2WD 202k Mi. $16,950

2005 FORD F150 4x4 Cab & 1/2 8'Box 129k
Mi. $9950 All No Rust Awesome Condition
920-878-0005 (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional Installation. Top
Quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 877-544-2415 Ask about
our specials! (WCAN)

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local 414-520-1612

WANTED TO BUY: Excavator 300 Series, 3
yard bucket, hydraulic thumb, don’t want Def,
low hours. 715-493-6121 (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications
review ads to the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE
CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS T00 GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint regarding
an ad, please contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-
tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

Real Estate/Rental

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY W/LIVING
QUARTERS Upper 3 bd/1 bath apartment
with lower level 30x100. Former restaurant
but can be converted to suit your needs
(Office/Storefront/Salon/etc) Includes vacant
lot. Asking $250,000 - Negotiable!!
Robin 920-517-4855,

Chuck 920-921-9179 8am-5pm.
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EGO™

POWER+ 56
Volt Zero Turn

Riding Mower

¢ Includes four 10
amp lithium-ion
batteries and
charger

e Cutsupto2
acres per charge

e 42’ cutting deck

e LCD interface
with 3 driving
modes

¢ LED headlights,
USB port,
Bluetooth

7014320

Available at

participating stores

and by special

order from

acehardware.com

REG. *619.00

EGO™ N
POWER+ 56 0l N
Volt Select ’ SA VE \‘\
Cut™ Touch / $80 i
Drive™ \ h
Self-Propelled ‘\ 4/7-4/20 , '
Mower . ONLY! A

* Includes 7.5 amp AT, el

lithium-ion battery
with rapid charger
¢ Up to 60-minute run
time
e 21” multi-blade
cutting deck
* Rearbag, side
discharge, mulch
7006686
Self-Propelled Mower,
7804826
Reg. $569, SAVE $70,
SALE $499
4/704/20 ONLY!

Stop by your local Ace store, or visit us here ﬁ g @

$29900

EGO™ POWER+

56 Volt Blower &

Trimmer Combo

Kit

e 15” string trimmer has
rapid reload head

e 530 cfm handheld
blower

¢ Includes 2.5 amp
lithium-ion battery and
charger

7007093

$29900

EGO™ POWER+
56 Volt 16”
POWERLOAD™

String Trimmer

¢ Includes 4 amp lithium-
ion battery with charger

¢ Carbon fiber shaft

e 16" cut, 0.095” line

¢ High efficiency
brushless motor

7026061

15” String Trimmer with

Rapid Reload Head,

7804867 SALE $179

15" POWERLOAD™ String

Trimmer, 7804818 $249

$29900

EGO™ POWER+
56 Volt 765 CFM

Handheld Blower

¢ Includes 5 amp lithium-
ion battery and charger

* 195 mph/765 cfm air
speed

e Up to 100 minute run
time

7026058

650 CFM Handheld Blower,

7006685 SALE $269

530 CFM Handheld Blower,

7804792 $179

ACE REWARDS .
SN ik pistrooL o Visit at%eggﬁd;ggie-com frotead N SALE THROUGH
EIeN FOR SAVING MONEY.”" i
WA JogAce%ewards agceha%ware.com - local participating Ace, » Mé;%?»:gg etwork APRIL 30, 2022
and start saving today.
OSHKOSH BERLIN MENASHA APPLETON FOND DU LAC
Kitz & Pfeil Kitz & Pfeil Kitz & Pfeil Kitz & Pfeil Kitz & Pfeil
427 N. Main St. 780 Green Tree Mall 1212 Appleton Rd. 1919 E Calumet St. 40 E 1st St.
(920) 236-3340 (920) 361-0424 (920) 722-2877 (920) 739-9481 (920) 923-8262

Acestoresareindependentlyownedandoperated. ThepricesinthisadvertisementaresuggestedbyAceHardwareCorporation, OakBrook, IL. Individualretailerregularandsale pricesmayvarybystore, whichmay
impactactualsavingsamountsineitherdirection. ExceptforRedHotBuys, whichextendthroughtheendofthemonth, andexceptasotherwisestated, pricesadvertisedinthiscirculararevalidatparticipatingstores
April 1, 2022 - April 30, 2022, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and may vary by local retailer. See local
retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® DGPGfVU product selection/color, sale items, clearance and closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and
quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

Visa, MasterCard and Discover Accepted at Participating Ace stores




