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Mayoral candidates talk issues at forum
Neenah News

Neenah’s new mayor will be selected be-
tween two City Council members – Brian 
Borchardt and Jane Lang – who described 
their vision and ideas for the city in a candi-
date forum last Wednesday with the League 
of Women Voters of Winnebago County.

While both bring similar council experi-
ence and community background to their 
candidacies, they talked about what they 
see as priorities for the city and how to ac-

complish those goals.
Each candidate was given time to in-

troduce themselves to the audience and 
explain why each was seeking the office of 
mayor of Neenah, before taking questions 
from moderator Margy Davey.

Borchardt, a 2nd District alderman who 
was a teacher in the district for 15 years, 
currently works at Neenah High School 
and also serves on Neenah’s Common 
Council. His other committee assignments 

include Sustainable Neenah, Finance and 
Personnel, Committee on Rules, Neenah 
Menasha Fire Rescue Joint Finance and 
Personnel, and Park and Recreation Com-
mission.

He serves on the board for Verve Credit 
Union and The Brigade, a youth develop-
ment program and believes that it’s import-
ant to give back to the community that he 

By Bethanie Gengler
News contributor

It’s a dog’s day at The Ruff House, the 
first doggie day care in the area to open a 
canine pool and splash pad. 

The Ruff House is owned by Michael 
and Micaela Macdonald, who are mar-
ried. The business has been operating for 
nearly 15 years at 900 Declaration Drive 
in Neenah, offering dog day care, board-
ing, grooming and retail pet supplies. 

The Ruff House, which has 16 employ-
ees, sees about 80 dogs on average per day.

Last spring, the Macdonalds decid-
ed to remodel their facility. In October, 
construction was completed on a new 
lobby and an aquatic center. The aquatic 
center features a heated, 12-by-25-foot in-
ground fiberglass pool for dogs. The pool 
has a tanning ledge, making the shallow 
end only 10 inches deep, while the rest of 
the pool goes from 3 feet 6 inches to 5 feet 
6 inches deep.

“It’s great for small dogs, big dogs – any 
dog can go in it and have a place to stand 
up, to wade, to splash with the bubblers or 

to jump in the pool and fetch or do what-
ever they want to do,” Michael said. 

The aquatic center is available to dogs 
that are visiting The Ruff House is for 

day care or boarding, and the pool is also 
available for the public to rent for private 
swim times. 

“We do a group swim every day for 

some dogs here that are visiting or stay-
ing for the day, but then after that we open 
it up for rentals so you can come in, just 
you and your dog, and enjoy the pool by 
yourself and get your dogs into that low 
impact exercise, or just watch them splash 
in the water,” Michael said. He added that 
if it’s really cold outside, the pool is a great 
indoor activity for dogs. 

Since opening the aquatic center, Mi-
chael said they’ve found that most dogs 
love swimming. 

“It’s a lot of labs and retrievers that do 
great,” he said. “We’ve got some boxers 
that love it and some vizslas, so it’s a mix 
of breeds.”

For dogs more timid about swim-
ming, Michael said The Ruff House offers 
staff-assisted swims where they go into 
the water with the dogs to provide a les-
son.

“Most dogs succeed; there’s only a few 
we’ve had that aren’t too keen on the wa-
ter yet, but it just might not be for them 

Photo by Bethanie Gengler

Riley Armstrong works with a pair of black Labradors at The Ruff House in Neenah.

See Ruff House on Page 6

Communities team up  
on emergency needs
By Carol Patrizi
News contributor

Neenah, Menasha, Fox Crossing, oh my; 
and don’t forget the towns of Neenah and 
Clayton. The communities are so inter-
twined that the new Neenah High School 
under construction is actually in Fox Cross-
ing.  

Neenah Mayor Dean Kaufert recalls on 
several occasions someone from one of the 
communities telling him they voted for him. 

“I knew they didn’t,” Kaufert said, “but I 
didn’t correct them.” 

Kaufert feels the communities do a good 
job of sharing services but wonders if more 
could be done. 

According to Fox Crossing Village Man-
ager Jeffrey Sturgell, the communities in the 
Fox Valley collaborate to provide mutual aid 
in times of emergencies. 

He said Fox Crossing and Menasha work 
together on many road, stormwater and 
park projects. Sturgell believes this typically 
works well but notes there are some chal-
lenges when it comes to jurisdiction and 
priorities. 

As an example, Sturgell said Menasha and 
Fox Crossing are working to reconstruct 
Airport Road between Racine and Mayer 

streets. He said the village would have pre-
ferred reconstruction to extend to Appleton 
Road. The city wanted to wait on that por-
tion for a future date. That stretch is in the 
city’s jurisdiction. 

“That’s where the give-and-take come in,” 
Sturgell said. 

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue is in its 
19th year of collaboration. Fire Chief Kevin 

Kloehn doesn’t see a downside to the union. 
A year before the merger, leaders got to-

gether with both unions to work on a deal. 
Kloehn feels that forethought allowed both 
sides to come up with a good contract. 

He said the chief at the time encouraged 
firefighters to bond by taking equipment like 

Photos by Carol Patrizi

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue Chief Kevin Kloehn (left)  praises the shared service agreement 
between the cities, while Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson (right) isn’t sure that type of merg-
er would work for the police department.

See Shared services on Page 3

Ruff House makes a splash with aquatic center

See Mayoral race on Page 8
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“I understand the value of working
together in a non-partisan way to achieve
the county’s goals of delivering services and
programs while being iscally responsible”.

Paid for by Betsy Ellenberger for District 7
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Steph King has joined Neenah News as 
our customer service manager. Steph man-
ages our classified advertising, subscrip-
tions and customer 
service. 

King has been a 
Neenah resident for 
over 40 years. Many 
may recognize her from 
her Neenah school days 
where she was a teach-
er for 25 years. She was 
the advisor for the mid-
dle school yearbook as 
well as Neenah High School’s newspaper, 
The Satellite. 

King states, “She is looking forward to 
working for the hometown newspaper to 
help build a greater sense of community 
while informing Neenah residents of local 
events and news.” 

King can be contacted at 920-486-1616 
or our office at 124 W. Wisconsin Ave. in 
the lower level of the Marketplace. 

124 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 090-B
Neenah, WI 54956

General information/customer 
service: Steph King
steph@neenahnewsnow.com
Phone: 920-486-1616
Website: www.neenahnewsnow.com

News tips and story ideas
submit@neenahnewsnow.com

Advertising
advertise@neenahnewsnow.com
(920) 486-1616

Gina Larsen
gina@neenahnewsnow.com
(920) 508-0030

Classified advertising
classifieds@neenahnewsnow.com
920-486-1616

All advertisements are subject to the 
applicable rate card, copies of which 
are available from our Advertising 
Department. All ads are subject to 
approval before publication. Neenah 
News reserves the right to edit, re-
fuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported 
in the first day of publication. The 
Neenah News shall not be liable for 
any loss or expense that results from 
an error in or omission of an adver-
tisement. No refunds will be given 
for early cancellation of an order.

Advertising deadline is noon Friday 
for the following Friday.
The classified line ads deadline is  
4 p.m. Tuesday for Friday.

 
Publisher
Karen Schneider, 920-858-6407
karen@oshkoshherald.com

Editor
Dan Roherty, 920-508-0027
editor@oshkoshherald.com

Corrections 
It is the policy of the Neenah News 
to correct all errors of fact. For 
correction information, call 
920-486-1616.

About the newspaper
Published every Friday and mailed 
to subscribers through the U.S. 
Postal Service and available online 
at www.neenahnewsnow.com.

Neenah News content serves 
the Neenah Joint School District 
geographical footprint. 
Cover price: $2.00 

Neenah News is owned by Oshkosh 
Herald LLC, 923 S. Main St. Suite C, 
Oshkosh, WI, 54902. (920) 508-9000.

Support the Neenah News
Subscribe
$70/year - print edition and  
E-edition delivery 
$60/year -  E-edition.
$5/month - Monthly access to 
E-editions.

Go to www.neenahnewsnow.com 
/subscribe or call 920-486-1616.

Deadline to subscribe for the next 
issue is Monday by 10 a.m.

News
Local news for you

Neenah

TIMELESS
TREASURES
AND TRENDY
TIDBITS
920-215-6444

SUBSCRIBE
for only /year

LOCAL, RELEVANT NEWS
DELIVERED WEEKLY

y

News
Local news for you

Neenah

NT

at
ww.neenahnewsnow.com/subscribe

or call

920-486-1616

Neenah overnment business and communit news

w

Introducing
Neenah’s new

weekly, community
newspaper

Oshkosh Herald LLC dba
Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 090B, Neenah WI 54956 • 920-486-1616 • www.neenahnewsnow.com

King

Feeling at home keeping news local
The newspaper industry is not only 

covering the news, but it also continues 
to make news. You may have read where 
several local daily newspapers will be 
printed in Peoria, IL and a Wisconsin 
plant will be closing. 

The important part of this is that the 
newspapers will continue to print.

Neenah News is printed in Shawano 
at Christensen Marketing Partners, one 
of the few newspaper printing facilities 
still operating in our market. They keep 
the presses running as they print nearly 
one hundred titles of weekly newspapers 

keeping communities like ours informed 
of what is going on locally.  

Here at the Neenah News, we want to 
thank you for the warm welcome we have 
received this past month as we joined the 
Neenah community. 

My team has heard appreciation from 
many in the community enjoying the 
local news, features and advertising 
appearing in the Neenah News. To us, we 
are all a part of that team. 

Local stories and submissions have 
been submitted and contacts made, 
people are subscribing, businesses are 
advertising, people reading are shopping 
at our advertisers. THIS is the circle of a 
community newspaper life. 

Together, as a community team, we will 
continue to grow and deliver quality local 
journalism and community news. 

Karen
Schneider
Neenah News
publisher

King joins Neenah News 

Saturday, March 19
“Death of a Gangster” dinner theater, 

Best Western Premier Bridgewood
Glass Art Class – Bubbles in Glass, 10 

a.m., Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Sunday, March 20
Neenah Community Band spring con-

cert, 3 p.m., Pickard Auditorium
First Day of Spring Market, 10 a.m., 

Lawlss Coffee, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Wednesday, March 23
Community blood drive, 8 a.m., Dou-

bleTree Hotel, 123 E. Wisconsin Ave.

Friday, April 1
Uncorked and Uncapped, 7 p.m., Best 

Western Premier Bridgewood
Downtown Neenah Spring Scavenger 

Hunt begins, through April 14

Calendar 
of events

J. J. Keller gains driver safety certification
FedEx Ground (FXG) has selected J. J. 

Keller & Associates as an approved vendor 
to certify trainers at FXG’s Independent 
Service Providers (ISPs) to deliver quali-
fied CMV driver safety training.

According to Dustin Kufahl, director 
of driver training, J. J. Keller collaborat-
ed with FXG to develop a trainer certi-
fication program that meets all of their 

requirements in addition to key safety 
and compliance best practices for devel-
oping well-rounded drivers. The program 
also incorporates the latest adult learning 
methods so trainers can effectively train 
for multiple learning styles.

More information about FXG trainer 
certification services is at JJKeller.com/
Learn.
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a ladder truck near the border to Jefferson 
Park to see what each other had. Crews got 
to visit and get to know each other better. 

Kloehn said that a Joint Fire Commission 
and Joint Finance Commission were creat-
ed. The commissions are made up of six peo-
ple, three from each city. Each committee 
needs to agree on a decision before it goes to 
their respective city councils.  

He said it’s an extra step but feels the 
merger has saved both cities money and 
provides enough staff to safely and effective-
ly serve both communities. 

Neenah Police Chief Aaron Olson isn’t 
sure that type of merger would work for the 
police department. 

He acknowledges it would be more effi-
cient for Neenah, Menasha and Fox Cross-
ing police to merge because they often deal 
with the same people. But he’s concerned 
about how to make two or three unions and 
city councils happy. 

“I report to a finance committee, public 
safety committee, police commission and 
city council,” Olson said, adding that it takes 

a lot of time to prepare to bring an issue, like 
hiring, before them. 

Olson could see something working if a 
shared committee was put in place. But he 
feels the committee should be in charge and 
thinks it would only work if the city councils 
were bypassed in some way to avoid battles 
between two different interests.

mysoul.loves

mysoulloves

Marketplace,
oowntown Neenah

My SoulMy Soul
Loves is aLoves is a
boutiqueboutique

that offersthat offers
clothing andclothing and
accessories.accessories.

Fun andFun and
funky withfunky with
a little bita little bit
of soul!!of soul!!

Check Your hearing

Your preferred provider in Neenah

Dr. Melissa Dintelman
“I have been an Audiologist for over

22 years. My favorite part is working with

the great variety of patients and getting

the opportunity to know each person

individually. By focusing on truly listening

to what my patients have to say, I can

better understand their concerns and

what is most important to them as an

individual. “
–Dr. Dintelman

Has it been tough to follow
conversations on video chats?

Is it challenging to hear on the

phone?

Do you miss key words in a
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about

your TV volume?

YES NO

Do others seem to mumble or

speak too softly?

Do you frequently say, “Huh?”
or “What?”

Have you struggled to

understand people speaking

with masks on?

YES NO

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

Neenah • 1148Westowne Drive
Conveniently located ofWinneconne Ave.

Additional locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

If you or a loved one answered“yes” to any of these

questions, it couldmean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.

Call us to schedule an evaluation today.

Two associate principals, HR director named
Neenah News

Two associate principals were named 
last week for the Neenah Joint School Dis-
trict beginning in the 2022-23 school year. 
A new human resources director also has 
been named starting this summer.

Braden Frederickson will be associate 
principal at Horace Mann Middle School 
and Jennifer Koenecke will have that role 
between Neenah High School and Shat-
tuck Middle School for 2022-23. They will 
both transition into associate principal 
roles at the new Neenah Middle School in 
fall 2023. 

Both replace current administrators 
who are switching to positions currently 
occupied by retiring administrators. They 
were both approved by the Board of Edu-
cation at its Tuesday meeting.

Frederickson has taught sixth-grade so-

cial studies at Carl Traeger Middle School 
in Oshkosh since 2017. He previously 

taught English for four 
years at Winneconne 
Middle School and 
spent a year teaching 
seventh-grade English 
and social studies in 
Torreon, Mexico. Fred-
erickson attended the 
University of Wiscon-
sin Oshkosh and has a 
master’s degree from 

Michigan State University.
Koenecke founded Fox West Academy 

Charter School in the Hortonville Area 
School District in 2011 and has taught 
grades 6-8 since its opening. She previ-
ously taught for seven years at Greenville 
Middle School. She has been a counselor 

at Camp Onaway in Waupaca since 2003. 
She has masters degrees from National 
Louis University and American College of 
Education.

“Braden and Jenni will play pivotal roles 
in our transition next year and as we pre-
pare for the opening of Neenah Middle 
School in the fall of 2023,” said Horace 
Mann principal and future Middle School 
principal Jackie Munoz-Ellmann. “Braden 
brings a student-centered focus with a 
strong vision for the future. 

“Jenni is well connected in the Fox Val-
ley and will bring expertise in creating in-
novative educational experiences for our 
students. Her energy and enthusiasm will 
be an asset as we bring staff from through-
out the district together.”

In another staffing move, Bo Thao was 
named director of human resources start-

ing July 1 after serving as the department’s 
administrative assistant since 2019. She 
replaces Jami Hintz, who is resigning.

“Bo has a calming approach to her work 
and a welcoming presence with those who 
engage with her,” Superintendent Mary 
Pfeiffer said. “She has the ability to prob-
lem solve quickly, accurately and thor-
oughly. We are so fortunate to have some-
one with her expertise and experience 
able to step in and make this a smooth 
transition.”

Thao has a business management de-
gree and a master’s in business administra-
tion from Concordia University. She was 
previously human resources director for 
Samaritan Counseling Center in Menasha 
and has worked in human resources at Stat 
Informatic Solutions, McClone Agency 
and the Boldt Co.

Thao

(Go to neenahlibrary.org or call 920-
886-6315 for details or registration infor-
mation.) 

Friday, March 18
Fitness Friday Boot Camp, 9:15 a.m.

Monday, March 21
Memory Cafe: New Voices Choir, 1:30 

p.m.
Not Quite Cozy Mystery Book club, 

6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, March 23
Not Quite Cozy Mystery (Zoom), 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 24
Ukulele Open Jam, 6 p.m. Bring music, 

play for the group or with fellow ukers. All 
skill levels.

Open Chess Night, 6 p.m. All ages and 
skill levels. 

Monday, March 28
Book Club “Barbizon,” 10 a.m.

Public Library Calendar

Shared services
from Page 1

Photo by Carol Patrizi

Jeffrey Sturgell is village manager of Fox 
Crossing.

Gustafson announces State Senate candidacy
Nate “Gus” Gustafson recently an-

nounced his campaign for the 19th Sen-
ate District currently held by Sen. Roger 
Roth.

Gustafson’s announcement emphasized 
restoring Wisconsin’s economy through 
local business growth by opposing man-
dates and shutdowns, promoting cyber-
security initiatives and supporting educa-

tion that is driven by parent involvement.
A lifelong Fox Cities resident, Gustafson 

attended Neenah schools, has an associate 
degree in information systems from Fox 
Valley Technical College. He is an analyst at 
NOVO Health Technology Group and vice 
president of Winnebago County for Free-
dom, which promotes residents to enter lo-
cal politics and recruits candidates for office.

Boat launch parking permit system receives update
Boat launch parking permits for trailers 

at Doty Park launch and Rec Park launch 
are available at Neenah.nupark.com or by 
creating an account at the Finance Depart-
ment in City Hall.

New this year, there is no physical 
sticker to put on the trailer but will be 

confirmed through the towing vehicle’s 
license plate – up to two per permit. The 
account allows for updating and changing 
towing vehicles as needed.

Permits are good through Dec. 31. Con-
tact the Finance Department at 920-886-
6144 for more information.
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Your Smile is worth more than a
Pot O’Gold

Timothy T. Ryan DDS & Associates, S.C.
2200 Omro Rd, Oshkosh, WI 54904

920-231-7160 | timryandentistry.com

Timothy T. Ryan D.D.S

Jorge Hernandez D.D.S

Financial
guidance
from a team
that gets you

No products will be sold.

Thrivent and its inancial advisors and professionals do not provide legal, accounting or tax

advice. Consult your attorney or tax professional.

Thrivent inancial advisors and professionals have general knowledge of the Social Security

tenets. For complete details on your situation, contact the Social Security Administration.

Thrivent is the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Insurance products issued

by Thrivent. Not available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services ofered

through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., a registered investment adviser, member FINRA

and SIPC, and a subsidiary of Thrivent. Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent. Registered

representative of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Insurance products, securities and investment advisory services are provided by appropriately

appointed and licensed inancial advisors and professionals. Only individuals who are inancial

advisors are credentialed to provide investment advisory services. Visit thrivent.com or FINRA’s

Broker Check for more information about our inancial advisors.
4293112.2

Please join us for one of our upcoming workshops

hosted by Financial Advisor MikeTruyman and

Financial Associate KenTruyman.

For more information on these and upcoming events or to RSVP:

Visit connect.thrivent.com/heart-of-the-valley-wealth-advisors/events

or reach out to our oice.

• An Inside Look at Qualifying for Financial Aid – April 12

• Will Your Taxes Afect Your Retirement? – April 19

• College Planning 101 – May 10

• Social Security: Timing is Everything – May 17

Heart of theValley

Wealth Advisors

3102 Community Way, Menasha, WI 54952

920-423-3896

heartofthevalleywealthadvisors@thrivent.com

A look back at mom-and-pop grocery stores
By Becky Heidke Kwiatkowski  
and JoEllen Wollangk
Neenah Historical Society

Today when we go grocery shopping, we 
use a large cart and shop in a large store or 
maybe even order our groceries online. This 
was not the case for our ancestors.  

In 1900, there were general stores or spe-
cialty stores like the local butcher. Families 
grew their own vegetables and preserved 
fruits and vegetables to use during the win-
ter months. General stores specialized more 
in dry goods and merchandise. A typical 
family in the United States during 1900 
spent more than 40% of its income on food, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics.

As the population grew and expanded 
from the city center, so did the need for 
food. There was a need to have basic gro-
cery supplies closer to families, and starting 
in the early 1900s mom-and-pop neighbor-
hood grocery stores were established. The 
stores were typically small and carried a 
limited selection of goods. However, own-
ers could offer neighbors the ability to pur-
chase on credit, or have groceries delivered.

Technology was also advancing to pro-
duce food more cheaply. Tractors made 
farming more productive, freezer cars were 
invented and it was possible to ship goods 
to consumers. This led to increases in the 
food supply and increases in choices for 
consumers. The result was lower prices for 
food overall, and less money spent on food.  

For families, advances in technology 
brought us items such as the home refriger-
ator and freezer. By 1950 or so, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics estimated the share of the 
family budget spent on food had declined to 
30%. 

At large supermarkets consumers were 
able to get a larger selection of products in 

one location, so there was no need to make 
multiple trips around town. Supermarkets 
also used their large purchasing power to 
get goods at a cheaper price and pass the 
savings on to the consumer. The large su-
permarkets marked the decline of mom-
and-pop stores.

We found records of 14 grocery stores 
and eight meat markets in Neenah in 1900. 
The population in 1900 was almost 6,000 
people. Some stores were new names and 
some were familiar. Some only lasted a year 
or two and some lasted 50 years. Boehm’s 
Market lasted the longest. It started in or be-
fore 1893 and closed in 1980 – 87 years of 
continuous operation. 

Small business has never been an easy way 
to make a living, as the folks we interviewed 
universally stated. Owners of grocery stores 
or meat markets worked long hours and of-

ten six or seven days a week. The universal 
positive was that they always ate well. One 
of the stores reported making twice what 
the average mill worker made at the time. 

One funny story from the Spielbauers, 
children of Speed who was a co-owner of 
Boehm’s Meat Market in the later years, was 
that they had steak often – actually too of-
ten, according to the kids. Once they even 
petitioned their father not to bring home 
steak for two weeks.

By 1930, Neenah had grown above 9,000 
people and we found 24 stores in Neenah. 
Some of these were the “new” chain stores 
like A&P Tea Co. Most stores, however, 
were still owned locally – Island Meat Mar-
ket (Ginke’s), Lenz Grocery, Depot Gro-
cery, Blank Grocery and John Stilp Grocery. 
There are several cases where these stores 
are situated next door to each other. Next 
door to Lenz Grocery was Breit Grocery, 
which later becomes the Oak St. Grocery/

Schmidts Grocery and finally Harder’s.
Forward to 1965 with more than 18,000 

residents and we only had 11 mom-and-
pop stores remaining. Boehm’s Meat Mar-
ket, Hammen’s Complete Food, Van Hout 
near the Foundry, Harder’s on Oak, Park 
‘n Market on Main, Super Dairy on Lin-
coln, Blank/Home on Franklin, Meartz on 
Congress, Arcade and Ginke’s on North 
Commercial and Steiner’s on 1st Street. 
Additional chain-style stores included 
A&P, Food Queen, Kroger’s, National Food 
Store, Park ‘n Market, Red Owl and Sentry.

And finally, in 1990, the population had 
grown to more than 23,000 and the only 
mom-and-pop stores we still had are Island 
Foods and Meartz’s. Of course, we also had 
the chain stores, including Pick ‘N Save, 
Citgo Quick Food Mart, Kohl’s, and Ron & 
Lloyd’s Red Owl.

The heyday of the small grocery store was 
from the late 1920s to the late 1950s, stores 
owned by our neighbors, members of our 
churches and families of co-workers. They 
took care of their community. 

Ginke’s took the vegetables that were get-
ting beyond salability, but still edible, and 
made soup that was given away to struggling 
families during the Depression and World 
War II. Gale Meartz not only delivered gro-
ceries, as did many of the stores, but also put 
the groceries into the refrigerator if the fam-
ily was at work.  

Gale was also known to change a light-
bulb or pull down a window shade that was 
out of reach of an elderly homeowner or to 
provide other assistance as needed. Store 
owners and their customers had much 
more than just a business relationship, they 
were friends, and friends take care of each 
other. 
To learn more about Neenah’s Mom and Pop grocery 
stores, view the entire presentation on the Neenah 
Historical Society’s YouTube Channel.

Neenah Historical Society photo

Boehm’s Market started around 1893 and closed in 1980.

Photo from Neenah Historical Society

Pioneering politician
In 1930, Helen Kimberly Stuart was the 
first woman elected as an alderman in 
Neenah and the first woman to run for 
mayor of the city. The historical society is 
celebrating Women’s History Month.
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121 W Wisconsin Ave
Neenah WI 54956

920-215-6179
Open 10-5 Mon-Fri & Saturday 9-4

Closed Sunday
www.triciastrea res i

Where laughing lifts your spirits
and we make you feel at home!

Tricia’s Treasures offers a variety of beautiful Home
Decor, lovely giftables & on-trend ladies apparel. Shop
brands from Kendra Scott, Nora Fleming, Blowish,

KanCan, Driftwood Denim & so much more.

Home Decor,

Boutique Fashions,

Jewelry, Baby Items

& so much more.

Experience.
Leadership.
Vision.

COMMUNITY LEADERS
ENDORSE JANE LANG

Jane is also endorsed by JOHN & DIANNE BERGSTROM, RICH & LORI BATLEY, and

many more community leaders in business and local government. Read the full list at

JANELANGFORMAYOR.COM

Vote on April 5th | Paid for by Jane Lang for Mayor

• Born and raised in Neenah

• 8 yrs. City Council

• 6 yrs. City of Neenah Plan
Commission

• 6 yrs. Business
Improvement District

• 8 yrs. Public Services &
Safety Committee

• 2040 Long-Range
Comprehensive Plan

• Executive Director,
Neenah Historical Society

• Neenah Arts Council

• Landmarks Commission

• 9 yrs. Neenah Rotary

JANE LANG FOR NEENAH MAYOR

“I’m supporting Jane Lang for
mayor because we share a love of

this community and she has the
experience, ability, and
leadership skills to keep
Neenah growing.”

– GEORGE SCHERCK ,

former Mayor of Neenah (2002–2014)

“Jane Lang is committed
to our community with the
experience and vision to lead
Neenah into a good future.”

– MARIGEN CARPENTER,

former Mayor of Neenah (1982–1998)

Disputes find results outside courtroom 
By Cheryl Hentz 
News contributor  

Millions of lawsuits are filed against people 
and companies every year, but in Winnebago 
County there’s a way to settle lawsuits – and 
other disputes – instead of going to court, and 
often before they get filed with the court. 

Since 1990, the Winnebago Conflict Reso-
lution Center (WCRC) has been giving peo-
ple an opportunity to settle their disputes pri-
vately, using professional mediation instead of 
going before a judge or jury. 

WCRC was started by a group of people 
from the legal, business and church commu-
nities – known as the Oshkosh Peace Proj-
ect – who strived to find ways to create and 
promote more peace within communities. 
Eventually, they thought it might be good to 
stretch those efforts to the court system and 
make it countywide. 

They got professional mediation training 
at one of the longest-standing conflict reso-
lution centers in the country and from Dick 
Blackburn, “a legend in the mediation world” 
according to Michael Rust, JD and the execu-
tive director of WCRC for the last nine years. 

Because of the Peace Project’s efforts, Win-
nebago County was at the forefront of this 
mediation process and today remains one of 
the few counties in Wisconsin to have a pro-
fessional mediation process for dispute reso-
lution.    

The process works like this: If you have 
sued someone or are being sued, you and the 
opposing party will be required to listen to a 
mediation orientation. After that, both par-
ties will be given an opportunity to mediate 
their differences with a professional volunteer 
mediator. If both parties choose to do that, 
you begin mediating right then; if not, your 
case will be scheduled for a later date before 
a judge or jury, depending on the type of case. 

In mediation any resolutions the parties 
come to are legally binding and because the 
parties have settled things out of court, the 
suit is dismissed – and it hasn’t cost them any 
more money to do so. If someone defaults on 
the agreement the parties reached, the court 
will enter a judgment against the party that 
defaulted.    

Pat Nichols has been volunteering as a me-

diator since the center was founded and was 
one of those who was trained by Blackburn.  

“I think the greatest benefit of mediation is 
that the parties make the decisions. They’re 
the ones who come up with something that’s 
going to work for them,” she said. “As medi-
ators, we approach it from a non-legalistic 
standpoint. What we look at is what’s going 

to solve the problem; not 
what the law says.” 

People come to 
WCRC in two different 
ways, according to Rust. 

“The more common 
way is that people are 
referred to mediation by 
the court system – either 
because they’ve filed a 
small claims suit against 

someone or someone has filed one against 
them; the other way is to call the center di-
rectly.” 

Say you’re having a dispute with a room-
mate, friend or family member. People can 
call the center and talk to them about medi-
ation. One of the reasons most people don’t 
know about this option, Rust guesses, is be-
cause they’ve not heard of the center. 

The center does about 500 mediations 
every year – about two-thirds of those are 
small claims actions. “Of that amount, land-
lord-tenant disputes make up a good per-
centage of them. We also see other collection 
cases such as unpaid credit card bills, or un-
paid medical bills,” Rust said. “But we also see 
cases, for example, where someone had some 
work done on their house and didn’t like the 
result; we sometimes see roommate disputes. 
The small claims arena is ripe for all different 
kinds of cases.” 

That includes disputes over property when 
a couple splits up, including even dog custody 
issues.  

“Courts can’t do some type of joint custo-
dy arrangement for a dog or cat, but that is 
something that we have done and have be-
come very good at crafting with the parties 
involved,” he said.    

“We have a legal system, but not a justice 
system. Things may be legal, but they may not 
be just. The rulings that the courts have to give 

are ones that follow the law, by what’s been set 
down by the Legislature. They may not take 
into account the very real and very important 
factors about why you didn’t do something, 
or why you didn’t pay. Those are very import-
ant factors, but the court isn’t allowed to con-
sider them.” 

They do not do mediations for placement 
and custody. Those issues are mediated 
through Family Court Services. 

Nate Olson of Olson Legal Group has fre-
quently used the center’s mediation services. 
He said that in the vast majority of issues, it’s 
effective and people settle.  

“They realize they can have a hand in the 
settlement, and it takes away the unknown 
(about the court system and how it works 
and might end up). It also gives them some 
finality,” Olson said. “It’s a relaxed environ-
ment and you don’t have all the formalities 
of a courtroom. You’re sitting across from the 
other party and sometimes someone just has 
to get something off their chest. Once they 
do that, they get affirmation from the other 
person that they’ve heard your concern, and 
then they’re in a place where they’re ready to 
settle.” 

One of the main points Rust wants to em-
phasize is that people do not have to file suit 
or be sued by someone to use mediation ser-
vices. And, as a resident of Winnebago Coun-
ty, a person could be eligible to receive up to 
three hours of mediation free. 

If you would like to volunteer as a mediator, 
there is a process to go through, but it’s one 
that’s thorough and rewarding overall. The 
center is one of the few places in Wisconsin 
that trains mediators. 

“Legally in the state of Wisconsin, you need 
a license to give a $5 haircut, but you don’t 

have to have a license to be a mediator for a 
multimillion-dollar case., Rust said. “There’s 
no regulation or licensing of mediators in 
Wisconsin at all. If someone wants to be a me-
diator for us, they’re going to be professionally 
trained. It’s the same training we provide for 
professionals who want to become media-
tors.”  

The training is 40 hours and is usually held 
during a week in June. Rust said training is an 
intense process where they go over a variety of 
topics: communications skills, listening skills, 
approaches to conflict, the process of media-
tion, how to handle disruptive behavior and 
power dynamics.  

“We cover all sorts of factors that can come 
up in the process of mediation. And we give 
the trainees an opportunity to try it, in which 
we have a lot of hands-on skill-building, as 
well,” he said. “Once they’ve completed that 
40-hour training, we require them to observe 
eight hours of actual mediation with our vol-
unteers. They then have to co-mediate with 
an experienced volunteer mediator for an ad-
ditional eight hours. So, it’s not until they’ve 
finished that 56 hours do we consider our vol-
unteers ready to actually try to mediate cases.” 

“The cost for training is $825, however, if 
people are willing to guarantee that they’re 
going to volunteer with us for a year, we are 
willing to underwrite most of the cost of the 
training, so they would only pay $150,” Rust 
added. 

Those either interested in using the center’s 
services or interested in becoming a mediator 
can contact 920-236-4925 or mediationwcrc.
org.

Rust

Felony theft case brings initial appearance
A Neenah woman accused of taking 

$175,000 from a family member through 
business dealings failed to appear March 
10 at a preliminary hearing in Winnebago 
County Circuit Court and a bench war-
rant was issued.

Further proceedings on the felony theft 
charges had been set for Valerie J. Shaw, 
61, before commissioner Bryan Keberlein 
after charges were brought from an investi-

gation that culminated in December 2020. 
Shaw called the Clerk of Courts office 

seeking to make a remote appearance, say-
ing she was disabled. A friend later came 
to the court asking for a new court date on 
her behalf, which needed to be made by 
the defendant. 

Shaw has been free on a $1,000 signa-
ture bond and a new court date was pend-
ing.
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Power of the Purse
June 1, 2022

Featuring Keynote Speaker: 
Ginger Zee, ABC Chief Meteorologist

Event details and registration at Women.OshkoshAreaCF.org

Lead Sponsor

200 Watson St. | 920-896-6231

Open Wed - Sun until 8 pm!

www.alexandriagames.com

LOCALLY-OWNED

BOARDGAME

& HOBBY SHOP

ALEXANDRIA GAMES

*Celebrating our shop anniversary during March!*

College students get state Capitol showcase
UW Oshkosh Today

Nine students from the University of Wis-
consin Oshkosh, including a senior from 
Neenah, were among nearly 150 students 
from across the UW System putting their re-
search on display at the 18th Research in the 
Rotunda event last week in Madison.

The event, returning from a one-year hi-
atus because of the pandemic, is an oppor-
tunity for undergraduate researchers to 
showcase their work with poster displays 
inside the state Capitol. Attendees include 
students representing the 13 UW System 
universities, many of their faculty advis-
ers, faculty, staff and administrators from 
many schools and some state legislators.

Research areas from UW Oshkosh 
students covered a wide range of topics, 
including Nick Morrissey, a philosophy 
major from Neenah, who worked with 
S. Evan Kreider, philosophy professor on 
the UWO Fox Cities campus, on a project 
called On the Context and Implications of 
Mike Winkelmann.

Other topics included the impact of 
voter ID laws on election turnout, from 

senior economics major Joey Reddin, of 
Brookfield; and a potential path to treat 
people afflicted by a parasitic flatworm—
that from the team of senior kinesiology 
major Mia VanHooreweghe and senior 
chemistry major Hailey Johnson, both of 
Appleton.

For Mackenzie Seymour, a senior bio-
medical science major from Loves Park, 
Ill., Research in the Rotunda served as a 
way to practice presenting information to 
new audiences.

“Honestly, getting experience in scien-
tific communication is really important,” 
she said.

With a research topic like Seymour’s—
her project title is Manganese Homeosta-
sis in Bacteria: Interaction of the Small 
Protein MntS and the Manganese Export-
er MntP in E. coli—being able to explain 
her work is no small task. Her research, 
she explained, can serve as “foundational 
knowledge” for future exploration of small 
proteins. Down the line, it could lead to 
the development of new antibiotics.

Other projects sprinkled throughout 

the rotunda reflect the broad definition 
of what research can be. Under the guid-
ance of Mai See Thao, the Hmong Studies 
director at UWO, three students present-
ed their contributions to the communi-
ty-based exhibit Cia Siab in Wisconsin:A 
HMoob Story. The exhibit includes sto-
ries, artifacts, objects and artistic repre-
sentations of historical trauma, resilience 
and healing of the Hmong people in Wis-
consin.

Thao said the student work—by Apple-
ton native and junior nursing major Amy 
Xiong; Omro native and senior psychol-
ogy major Emily Xiong; and Appleton 
native and senior history major Liseng 
Xiong—shows how research can cover a 
lot of territory when you think of it as “a 
systematic investigation.”

“We’re planning to create a traveling ex-
hibit that will tour through Wisconsin in 
the year 2025,” Liseng Xiong said. “With 
that exhibit we hope to generate impact 
and help American history incorporate 
the Hmong narrative.”

Among the Wisconsin leaders making the 

rounds and chatting with students was Lt. 
Gov. Mandela Barnes; Sen. Dan Feyen; Reps. 
Gordon Hintz, Lee Snodgrass and Francesca 
Hong; and Karen Walsh, vice president of the 
UW System Board of Regents.

Tommy Thompson, who ends his ten-
ure as UW System president this week, 
also took time to visit with students, ed-
ucators and administrators, browse the 
more than 85 student projects. He also 
gave a brief address, applauding the room 
full of bright young minds and the educa-
tors who have empowered them.

“This is a day we look forward to year 
after year, to be able to show the research 
that’s going on in that fantastic system 
called the University of Wisconsin,” 
Thompson said. “We’re so proud of the 
faculty and especially the students.

“… We should all be excited about the 
bright futures these people have ahead of 
them. And I will put in my personal pitch 
right now, I hope those futures, young 
men and women, lead to thriving careers 
right here in the greatest state in America, 
Wisconsin.”

and that’s OK too,” he said.
The Ruff House has also added a splash 

pad that’s set to be opened in spring. 
“The plan is that it will be up and run-

ning by the end of April and that is some-
thing that is included for any dog that’s 
here for overnight stay and day care,” Mi-
chael said. “They can just jump and splash 
in the water. There’s a palm tree and beach 
balls and hoops they can run around in; 
there’s a puddle that forms so they can 
splash in a shallow puddle.”

Michael said the splash pad will be 
open for the dogs’ use every day that the 
weather cooperates during the summer 
months. 

Other construction at The Ruff House 

includes new areas designed for smaller 
dogs, puppies and senior dogs.

“They’re just smaller areas with a more 
limited number of dogs in the group to 
make it easier for them to manage, or 
for dogs who’ve never done this before,” 
Michael said. Construction on areas for 
larger, more playful dogs is nearing com-
pletion, he added. 

“We want to try to be accommodating 
for every dog,” Michael said. “Even for 
dogs that might not be the most social, 
we have some activities that are available 
for them; one-on-one activities that they 
can just participate in with them and staff. 
So if they’re not ready to play in a group 
with other dogs, we can work around that 
as well.” 

The dog day care and aquatic center is 
open from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. by appoint-
ment at www.ruffresorts.com.

Ruff House
from Page 1

Photo by Bethanie Gengler

Dogs of all breeds can have fun in the water at The Ruff House in Neenah.

Bridgewood Resort Hotel recognized
The locally owned Best Western Premier 

Bridgewood Resort Hotel & Conference 
Center in Neenah was voted by the annual 
Best of Wisconsin Meetings readers’ poll as 
tops in the state for conference centers.

Wisconsin Meetings readers noted the 
personalized service, clean facilities and 
amenities at the Bridgewood resort in the 
poll. 

“In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
travel uncertainty has catapulted the impor-
tance of flexibility and the labor shortage has 
escalated the value of customer satisfaction,” 

stated Carrie Mantey of Wisconsin Meet-
ings. “Today’s venues must be ever more 
vigilant to provide fresh ideas, products, ser-
vices and amenities, while offering top-of-
the-line customer support.” 

Best Western general manager Ryan Bat-
ley said, “I would like to congratulate our 
leadership team for making this happen. In 
addition, I would like to thank all of our loyal 
and hard-working team members at the ho-
tel that went above and beyond this past year 
to give our guests a wonderful hospitality 
experience.”
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MENASHA
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1212 Appleton Rd.
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ACE REWARDS
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Visit acehardware.com
to ind your

local participating Ace.
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MARCH PAINT SALE VALID
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%
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Royal® Interior and Exterior Paint
Limit 2 discounted gallons per brand per transaction.

By Kaitlyn Scoville
Oshkosh Herald

Anna Metcalf, communications and 
events manager for the Winnebago Area 
Literacy Council, answered questions 
about the organization’s ongoing work 
with individuals and families from Af-
ghanistan who have resettled in the Fox 
Valley area after being displaced when the 
United States ended military operations 
there last year.

How many refugees (families or indi-
viduals) are you assisting through both 
English lessons and the Road to Work 
program? 

We’ve had a recent influx of Afghan refu-
gees and expect many more outside of the 
typical immigration numbers we see an-
nually. We continue to help refugees from 
around the world and anticipate touching 
the lives of several hundred this year. 

How does the Road to Work program 
work from start to finish from a partici-
pant’s perspective?

Road to Work assists, guides, and pro-
vides refugees and immigrants with voca-
tional literacy training to help them obtain 
employment and utilize their skills and 
potential in the workforce. Those seeking 
job help will initially make an appoint-
ment with our Vocational Services direc-
tor, Dr. Oxana Martynova-Perzentka, so 
she can assess what their abilities, work 
experience, education, and interests are. 
From there they are guided through every 
step they need to successfully land a job 
and keep it. This usually includes resume 
building, job searching and applying, in-
terview preparation, and more. Once a 

position is secured, Dr. Oxana will pro-
vide assistance with any questions or dif-
ficulties that arise. 

How have you seen these programs 
and lessons actively helping the refu-
gees in their resettlement efforts?

They’ve only been here for such a short 
amount of time, but we are exceptionally 
grateful to be a part of their journey to bet-
ter understand, participate, and thrive in 
their new community. Our services help 
them interact with others, find employ-
ment, advocate for themselves, share their 
stories and so much more.

How long does the Road to Work 
program last and what kinds of jobs can 
they get connected to through it?

It varies. A session could be as short as 
a one-time visit to adjust a resume, to a 
multimonth endeavor when you’re start-
ing from scratch. Occasionally people also 
come back to deal with new situations. 
We’ve been able to place people in all 
kinds of jobs from manufacturing to edu-
cation.

What else is the literacy council do-
ing to assist refugees in resettlement 
efforts?

We periodically have winter clothing 
and personal hygiene drives. We also con-
nect them to other services and resources 
such as transportation, FVTC, public ed-
ucation opportunities, food pantries and 
more. We depend on the kind hearts of our 
volunteers to keep our services accessible, 
especially as we welcome even more new 
neighbors to our area. Consider changing 
lives with us. Volunteer opportunities can 
be found on our website at winlit.org. 

Winnebago Literacy Council 
working with Afghan refugees



Page 8 x neenahnewsnow.com March 18, 2022

In-Home Care to keep you independent and
safe while in your home.

Independent Senior Apartments to simplify
your life, giving you a care continuum.

Assisted Living and Memory Care for when
your needs change, giving you joy and dignity
as you age.

valleyvna.org | 920-727-5555
1535 Lyon Drive • Neenah, WI 54956

2126 Algoma Blvd2126 Algoma Blvd

Oshkosh Wi 54901Oshkosh Wi 54901

920-233-2400920-233-2400

Serving 11am-8pmServing 11am-8pm

For our complete menuFor our complete menu

please visit us on Facebookplease visit us on Facebook

or check us out ator check us out at

Northsidebarngrill.comNorthsidebarngrill.com

•

•

•

o P

LentenLenten
SpecialsSpecials
l

Se s ay

’

EVERY WEDNESDAY

& FRIDAY

C
IT

Y
PIC

KS 20
2
2

Fo

$

15
00

Gourmet Popcorn • Candy • Chocolates and More

Gift Baskets & Boxes Available

1300 Oshkosh Avenue • 920-312-2706

MORE THAN 40 FLAVORS

Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm
Sat. 9am-3pm Closed Sun. Mon.

www.oshpopgourmetpopcorn.com

and his wife and family have lived in for 25 
years. 

Lang, a 3rd District alderman and execu-
tive director of the Neenah Historical Soci-
ety, believes that her background and skills 
as a proven leader will enable her to do a 
great job as the next mayor of Neenah. 

She has served on the council since 2014 
and is chair of the Landmarks Commis-
sion, vice chair of the Plan Commission 
and Public Services and Safety Committee, 
and member of the Business Improvement 
District Board and Neenah Arts Council.

Lang is married, a mother of four, and 
her family has lived in Neenah for six gen-
erations.

Davey began the forum by asking the 
candidates their plan regarding their cur-
rent employment if they would become 
mayor. 

Lang shared she has a succession plan 
in place for the leadership of the Neen-
ah Historical Society if she is elected and 
Borchardt would leave his teaching posi-
tion and would look forward to continuing 
to serve his students and their families in a 
different capacity. 

Both candidates shared their experience 
in working to create balanced budgets and 
agreed that fiscal responsibility is important. 

Lang included that ARPA funds received 
from the federal government gave the city a 
little space as 30% of the funds are targeted 
for special projects while the balance is go-
ing to public safety and reserves.  

Borchardt pointed out the importance 
of putting power in the people at city hall 
where tough decisions have to be made by 
departments. 

Lang spoke of her solid working relation-

ship with city staff, department heads and 
business leaders. 

“I’m a doer and love to dig in on the hard 
work,” she said and stressed that her top 
priority is putting the citizens of Neenah 
first. 

Borchardt stressed his leadership and 
ability to help people have a long-range vi-
sion. His experience with all of Neenah and 
to collaborate and build bridges – not only 
for a four-year term, but for the next forty 
years. 

Mayor Dean Kaufert is retiring from the 
mayoral position after serving since 2014. 
He also is a former City Council member 
and served twenty years in the state assem-
bly. 

The City Council candidates for Dis-
trict 1 (wards 1-8) are incumbent Kathie 
Boyette and newcomer Kristen Sandvick. 
Boyette serves on Finance and Personnel, 
Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue Joint Fi-
nance and Personnel, and the Water Works 
Commission.

Sandvick has lived in the area most of her 
life, graduated from Menasha High School 
and has a sociology degree from UW-La 
Crosse. She and her family moved to Neen-
ah nine years ago.

For additional information on the may-
oral and city council candidates visit www.
vote411.org. 

The full hour-long forum can be viewed 
on YouTube.

Mayoral race
from Page 1

Drivers urged to be alert during construction season
The state Department of Transporta-

tion (DOT) is urging everyone to be pre-
pared to keep crews safe as construction 
season draws near. 

The Wisconsin State Patrol’s March 
Law of the Month highlights the rules and 
guidelines for work zones that aim to pro-
tect workers as they repair the roads.

“It’s never too early to look for orange 
barrels,” DOT Secretary Craig Thompson 
said. “From big projects to pothole re-
pairs, you can expect to see construction 
and maintenance workers out in traffic all 
season. Drive to protect them. Buckle up, 
phone down.” 

There have been more than 12,000 
crashes in work zones in the past five 
years. Those incidents led to about 61 

deaths and more than 4,700 injuries. Most 
work-zone crashes are caused by speed-
ing, tailgating and distracted driving. 

Cellphone use is one of the most com-
mon factors in distracted driving inci-
dents. Wisconsin law forbids texting while 
driving on any road. 

It is also illegal to use a hand-held 
mobile device in work zones. A new 
state law took effect in December that 
expands this ban to areas surrounding 
emergency response vehicles with flash-
ing lights. 

The state’s Move Over law requires driv-
ers to move out of the lane of traffic next 
to first responders and maintenance work-
ers. If drivers can’t move over they must 
slow down.

Blood drive being planned at DoubleTree Hotel
A downtown Neenah blood drive has 

been scheduled at the DoubleTree Hotel, 
123 E. Wisconsin Ave., from 8 to 11:30 
a.m. Wednesday.

Appointments can be made by calling 
800-280-4102 or by visiting commu-
nityblood.org/donor. Sponsor code is 
NO45.

By Jim Nobbe 
Payne’s Point Hook & Spear Fishing Club
As of Monday the ice on Lake Win-
nebago is holding up well for mid 
March, there is an average of 18 to 24 
inches of ice. It is late in the season 
now, with that 
being said, you 
will not find any 
truck bridges or 
ATV bridges on 
the west shore 
of the lake. 
PPHSFC pulled 
their last ATV 
bridge last Thursday, and Otter Street 
Fishing Club pulled their last ATV 
bridge last Saturday. 
The ice on the lake is in overall good 
condition still for this time of year. The 
access points to the lake are where 
the most wear and tear has taken 
place to the ice besides the reefs. 
When the conditions finally do change 

to more spring like temperatures and 
the ice does decide to go out, I think 
it will go rather quick this year if an-
other good rain happens. 

I suspect ATV traffic will be OK 
through the end of the week, maybe 
longer depending on if we get more 
rain and sun with 60 degree tem-
peratures. As I’m writing this, there 
are still trucks going out fishing on 
the lake from the east shore. I also 
saw a couple trucks out on Lake 
Poygan this afternoon, which in a 
year like this with little snow cover 
and sun high in the sky is a sight you 
wouldn’t normally see but that’s 
Mother Nature letting the die-hard 
fisherman have a few more days to 
take advantage of the good perch 
fishing this winter. 

Please support your local fishing clubs 
and remember the ice is never 100% 
safe.

Ice conditions reportTime to vote
>The spring election will be held 
Tuesday, April 5.
>Absentee ballots are due no later 
than 8 p.m. on April 5.

>For more information on voting, 
go to ci.neenah.wi.us and go to 
“Election Infomation.”
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By Dustin Riese
News contributor

It was only a matter of time until the 
Neenah boys basketball team returned to 
the state tournament, and their time was 
this season. After coming so close in each 
of the past three years, they felt they had 
the team to reach Madison this year. The 
Rockets were ranked No.1 in the state 
for most of the season and have won 24 
games in a row.

 Things haven’t always come easy for 
the Rockets and you can point to all three 
of their games against Kimberly that all 
came down to the final seconds. The third 
of those games was on Thursday when 
Chevalier Emery Jr knocked down a 
cold-blooded three pointer from the cor-
ner to knock off the Papermakers 66-64 to 
land in the sectional final.

 Faced with another tough task with No. 
8 Eau Claire Memorial (22-5) standing 
between them and a trip to state, there was 
no need for the flare of dramatics this time 
around as this game was all Neenah. Led 
by their suffocating defense and clutch 
shooting in the second half, the Rockets 
managed to overcome a slow start and 
pulled away for the 62-47 win.

 “Today our kids were really good de-
fensively,” Neenah coach Lee Rabas said. 
“Memorial is a talented offensive team and 
we were engaged on that end of the floor. 
JJ (Paider) made LJ Wells earn buckets, 
Matt Jung set the tone early diving on two 
loose balls, and everyone battled on the 
boards all game long.”

 Right from the opening tip, you had 
to love the aggressive nature the Rockets 
showed with Matt Jung and JJ Paider at-

tacking inside for the early lead and that 
improved to a 20-12 lead in the Rockets 
favor.  

 It was at this point when Emery start-
ed to get things going as his soft mid-
range touch built a double-digit lead with 
the Old Abes searching for answers. Not 
about to go down quietly, Eau Claire start-
ed to tighten things up defensively before 
Will Boser connected for five quick points 
to pull the Old Abes within three and only 
trailing 26-23 at the half.

 Rabas felt his team was fortunate to be 
where they were as the Rockets overcame 
some foul trouble to maintain that lead.

 “The game was very physical and that 
had something to do with it,” he said. “We 
didn’t take advantage of being in the bo-
nus with seven minutes left in the first half 
and took some 3’s when we could have at-
tacked the lane.”

 Leading at the half is nothing new for 
the Rockets, but they knew if they wanted 
to hold on for the win others had to get 
involved. One of those players was soph-
omore sharp shooter Brady Corso who 
opened the second half with a trio of tri-
ples as the Rockets started the half on a 
12-0 run to push the lead to 38-23.

 “Brady was huge for us in the second 

half,” Rabas said. “He’s been doing that 
throughout the year for us. The kid put 
in the time and it showed again today. JJ 
and Chevalier did great jobs individually 
on Wells and Shaw and our help principles 
were good. We did a good job of leveling 
those guys off and not giving too many 
straight line drives.”

 Neenah was able to maintain a com-
fortable advantage for several minutes, but 
as expected basketball is a game of runs 
and Eau Claire was about to go on a nice 
run of their own. Led by Boser and Con-

The

JOCKEY CLUB

24 E. Gruenwald Ave - Oshkosh

Call 920-385-4036
www.jockeyclubwi.com • OPEN 11AM-2AM 7 Days aWeek

WE ARE BACK,
BETTER THAN BEFORE

Set the Date

FRIDAY,
April 1st

Re Grand Opening

AMY JO AND THE DOWN GLOW
Starting @ 8:30 pm

FRIDAY FISH FRY
Perch • Walleye • Blue Gill • AYCE Whiteish

Hosted by UWO professor Dale Feinauer, 
the new It’s Time podcast from our College 

of Business Graduate Programs explores 
leadership development with some of the 

top business minds in the Fox Valley. 

Take a listen today at 
uwosh.edu/itstime. 

COMMUNITY 
UW OSHKOSH PUTS

FRONT AND CENTER

Photo provided by Marc Goodman

The Neenah High School boys basketball team celebrated its win over Eau Claire Memorial in a WIAA Division 1 sectional final at D.C. Everest 
High School last Saturday. The Rockets beat the Old Abes, 62-47 to advance to this weekend’s state tournament.

See State bound on Page 12
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“I can rest knowing that
everything is handled promptly
and correctly, every time.”

- Gerry H.
Is managing your properties
stressful and time consuming?

Call 920-358-0206 to put
Titan to work for you!

Lets You
Live

Better

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PLUMBING

• Residential • Industrial
•Commercial • M.P. #255145

• Licensed and Insured

Not only service,
We provide solutions!

E-RECYCLING

Destroying Your Past to
Protect Your Future

Certified Electronics Recycling
& Data Destruction
Drop-off Service for Residents
Pickup Services for Businesses

(920)232-7373
www.sadoffecycle.com
36 E. 10th Ave Oshkosh

CARPET CLEANING

FOR TWO ROOM
CARPET CLEANING

MENTION YOU SAW US IN THE
HERALD AND GET

$75

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

RUG CLEANING

SPOT/STAIN
REMOVAL SERVICES

CLEANS

VOTED BEST
CARPET CLEANING COMPANY

ES

PAINTING

• Custom Interior Painting
(Walls, Ceilings, Trim &Doors)

• Cabinet Painting
& Reinishing

• Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & Small Commercial

CALL 920.420.6218 TODAY
and set up an appointment for a free estimate!
Or send an email to: lmntpainting@gmail.com

Visit lmntprofessionalpainting.com

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Ofice Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Call or Stop In for a Free Quote

JD Williams, REALTOR®

(920) 252-3633 Cell

920-230-8880 Ofice

814 Knapp St · Oshkosh

HELPING EMPTYNESTERS

FINDANEWNEST

www.sellwithjd.com

REAL ESTATEFOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G

BUSINESS

BUSINESSS C SS
CCTTOORRYY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSEERRVVIICCEESS DDIIRRRRBUSINESSSERVICESSSBS
DIRECTORBUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

 Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your 
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.  

RRRIIINNNGGGRRIINNGG
RRRIIINNNGGGRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGG

RRRIIINNNGGGRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGG
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO

Powerhouse Jets stymie Zephyrs
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

Coming off an impressive regional fi-
nal win, the St. Mary Catholic boys bas-
ketball team was looking to keep their 
season alive as they hit the court for the 
WIAA Division 4 sectional semifinal. 
Standing in their way was No. 4 Ron-
calli – a team the Zephyrs were familiar 
with.

 This was not the first time these 
teams met this season as the Jets han-
dled the Zephyrs in their first meeting, 
beating them by almost 30 points. In 
what was expected to be a much bet-
ter game this time around, it was a tale 
of two halves as the Zephyrs saw their 
nine point halftime lead evaporate in a 
big way with Roncalli going on to win 
85-61.

“We played hard tonight against a very 
good Roncalli team and unfortunately 
we came up short,” SMC head coach 
Paul Bradshaw said. “We played Ron-
calli earlier this season in the Lourdes 
Christmas tournament championship 
game and we were out matched, they 
are an excellent defensive and a senior 
led team. Coming into tonight’s game 
I felt like we were well prepared to 
compete with Roncalli and we played 
a strong first half both offensively and 
defensively. Unfortunately we couldn’t 
maintain that lead in the second half.”

 SMC got the start it wanted, using an 
11-0 run to jump out to a 21-11 lead but 
the Jets climbed their way back, trim-
ming the halftime deficit to nine. But 
then Roncalli’s Luke Pautz took over.

 The senior guard not only went off 
for a game high 56 points, but 46 of 
those points came in the second half as 
he was literally a one man show.

 Eighteen of his 46 second half points 
came within the first few minutes as 
the Jets ripped off a 22-5 run to open 
the half and took a 56-46 lead. Look-
ing to keep things close, Daniel Griffth 

and Charlie Nackers started to provide 
some offense as they managed to get 
things in single digits keeping hope 
alive for the time being.

 That hope was quickly dashed away 
with Pautz on the mission he was on, 
scoring the next seven points for his 
team and 23 of the next 30 overall, 
showing off his full arsenal in the pro-
cess. That sudden burst of late game 
scoring took what was a closely contest-
ed game and flipped it to a one-sided 
affair with the Jets holding a 71-55 lead 
at that point.

 “Luke Pautz deserves a lot of credit 
for his second half play, he’s an excel-
lent player and he showed that tonight,” 

Bradshaw said. “While we are disap-
pointed with the loss tonight I am very 
proud of our team and how we played 
this season I look forward to next sea-
son and the great things ahead for St. 
Mary Catholic Basketball.”

 Another Nackers bucket quieted 
things down briefly, but once again it 
was Pautz coming up huge adding six 
straight points and nine of the next 14 
to push the lead to 20 before the Jets 
rolled to an 85-61 victory, ending the 
Zephyrs season in the process.

 Nackers led the Zephyrs with 19 
points while Griffith had 17 points and 
six rebounds. Cole Uhlenbrauck added 
11 points while Ryan Ortscheid had 10.

Photo by Dustin Riese

St. Mary Catholic’s Charlie Nackers looks to drive to the basket during last week’s WIAA Divi-
sion 4 sectional semifinal against Roncalli. Nackers led the Zephyrs with 19 points.

Abigail Hoelzel won an individual title 
to lead the Neenah High School power-
lifting team at the Wisconsin High School 
Powerlifting Association state meet. 

The Neenah girls team finished sec-
ond in the raw team standings among 81 
teams, while the boys team finished in 
sixth place but were just two points out of 
third place. A total of 28 lifters participat-
ed in the tournament for Neenah.

Hoelzel claimed her state title in the 
equipped 165-pound weight class, while 
three Rocket lifters earned state runner-up 
honors in Morgan Harwwood, Ty Ander-
son and Lukas Quinones. 

Piper Alberg and Emma Donahue 
earned third-place finishes, Marista Fra-
ley, Myah Wenzel and Alex Thao came in 
fourth place, while Carly Keeler and Ava 
Myer were each fifth. 

Other top finishers for Neenah were 
Evan Cardona and Rylie Trams in seventh, 
Carter Downs in eighth and Maddy Jan-
ichek in ninth. 

Eighteen school records were set at the meet.

Neenah School District photo

Abigail Hoelzel stands atop the podium 
and hoists the championship plaque after 
winning the state title in the 165-pound 
equipped class at the Wisconsin High School 
Powerlifting Association state meet.

Hoelzel leads Neenah 
powerlifters at state meet
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Carol Jennerjohn
Carol Jean Jennerjohn, age 83, of Osh- 

kosh, WI passed away with her son and 
daughter by her side holding her hands at 

Parkview Health Cen-
ter on Friday, March 
11, 2022.

Carol was born to 
the late Herman and 
Esther (Salzsieder) 
Cornell on July 17, 
1938 in Oshkosh, 
WI. Carol joined this 
world with her loving 

twin Karen, who claims to be the oldest 
twin, only because Carol didn’t have enough 
room and pushed her out. The twins joined 
their older brother Robert on Frankfort St. 
where their father owned Miles Company 
Florists for many years.

Carol attended Washington Elementary 
School where she and her twin Karen be-
came life-long friends with Barbara, Jackie, 
Nancy, and Karen. Carol graduated from 
Oshkosh High School in 1956. Once “The 
Group” reached high school they added 
Judy and Emily to their fun. They remained 
friends for life meeting for lunch, shopping, 
playing dominoes and taking trips to Door 
County as long as their health permitted. 

After high school Carol worked at North-
western Mutual Life Insurance in Appleton. 
She married Reginald Jennerjohn at Peace 
Lutheran Church on March 7, 1964, then 
moved to Madison, WI, where in 1965 Baby 
Jody was born. After returning to Oshkosh 
a few years later son Randy joined what was 
then a perfect family of four.

Carol was a homemaker throughout her 
children’s childhood. Once they were older 
she became a Prange-Way employee where 
she was a sales associate from the day it 
opened, until the day it closed. While fight-
ing breast cancer and enduring chemothera-
py, Carol was proud of the fact that she never 

missed a day of work.
Carol and Reg celebrated their 58th an-

niversary just four short days before her 
passing. During their 58 years together they 
actively participated in Winnebagoland Bar-
bershop Chorus activities, and the Oshkosh 
North Booster Club. They loved the many 
trips they took with their children during 
their youth, and enjoyed being snowbirds in 
Arizona for many years. Carol was a life-long 
member of Peace Lutheran Church where 
she was baptized, confirmed and married.

The best part of Carol’s life was by far her 
grandkids. Carol treasured every moment 
she spent with Nick, Libby, Madeline and 
Isaiah. Carol & Reg tried to attend every 
sporting event and dance recital they could. 
They enjoyed countless football, basket-
ball, baseball, volleyball, softball, Lacrosse 
games and gymnastic meets to support their 
grandchildren. She was known as Grandma 
J by Nick and Libby, and Nonny by Made-
line and Isaiah. Her amazing gift of being 
“Christmas Carol” made the holiday sea-
son come alive for her grandkids. She loved 
them to the moon and back and they loved 
her more.

Carol was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Herman and Esther Cornell, her broth-
er Robert, nephew Jeffrey Cornell, her lov-
ing in-laws Leo and Gert Jennerjohn who 
thought the world of her and many aunts 
and uncles. 

Carol is survived by her husband of 58 
years, Reginald Jennerjohn, daughter Jody 
(Joe) Borgardt, son Randy (Sarah Pflaster-
er) Jennerjohn, grandchildren Nick Bor-
gardt, Libby (Cody) Kruger, Madeline 
Pflasterer-Jennerjohn and Isaiah Pflaster-
er-Jennerjohn. She is also survived by her 
best friend and sunshine, Twin Karen (Al) 
Neubauer, nieces Tori, Wendy, and Kim 
who she loved like her own daughters, sister-
in-law Marilyn Cornell and nephews and 
niece Timothy, Tom, Sue and Steve.

JOIN SABRETOOTH CDL for our JOB & 
CAREER FAIR March 19, 2022, 1439 Churchill 
St., Suite 102 Waupaca. Along w/Sparhawk, 
N&M, Windy HIll, Schneider & Swift. Recruit-
ers on Site to talk with you. For more info call  

715-942-2700 ext 101

2012 GMC ACADIA SLT New GM engine w/3 
yr 100,000 mi warranty. New brakes, struts & 
starter, 1 owner, $12,000 OBO ex cond! Call/

Text Lori 920-216-1037

2022 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER 
www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 5 Frame 

NUC $185 
Single, Double & Pallets Available 

Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

AKC COCKER SPANIEL PUPS shots/vet 50th 
Year 50% OFF some 920-563-3410 penny-
lanecockerspaniel.com 268588 (WCAN)

AKC PUG PUPPIES Shots, Dews, Vet Checked, 
Wormed, $1200. No Sunday Calls. 715-409-

3321 Lic# 495932 (WCAN)

ANTIQUE SHOW Mar 19-20 DC EVEREST 
HS; WAUSAU area. 50 Quality Booths! 

715-355-5144. 
Wausau Antique Show (WCAN)

BERNEDOODLE PUPS Born 2/13/22 vet 
checked, wormed, dews $900-$1200 715-

257-9123 No Sunday Calls (WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR MOBIL-
ITY! Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 

about a fall or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-

686-1458 (WCAN)

FONDY VINTAGE AUTO CLUB ANNUAL 
SWAP MEET! Sun MAR 20 8am-2:00pm 

FOND DU LAC CO FAIRGROUNDS EXPO Adm $5 
Tony 920-922-4881 or Steve 920-924-9000 

(WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

FS: HAY ROUND BALES Exc Soft grass Baled 
w/o Rain Good for Horses & all livestock, FREE 

Delivery in Full Loads within 100 miles of 
Appleton, WI 920-878-0005 (WCAN)

GOLDENDOODLE PUPPIES Your New Best 
Friend awaits! $450 715-267-6470

GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. FREE 7-year extended 

warranty ($695 value!). Request a FREE 
Quote today! Call for additional terms and 

conditions. 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS  AKC Excel Temp 
Genetic Guarantee Parents OFA’d 715-537-

5413 www.jerland.com #268001-DS 
(WCAN)

MINI GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES, 
3-Males $1000 each, 1-Female $1200 715-

754-5699

PLANT THE FUTURE For Sale: BLACK 
WALNUT TREES, 3’ tall, will plant in your 

woods or field. For Total price of $49.85 per 
plant Shipping & Handling included with any 
order of 100 plants or more within the state 
of WI. WRITE: with your phone number 
to: PLANTS FOR FUTURE N3408 Ivalis Ln 

Black River Falls, WI 54615

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display! 

All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-

6006  Open Daily (WCAN)

PUREBRED WHITE GERMAN SHEPHERD 
PUPPIES $450 John  

W229 Granton Rd. Chili WI 54420

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER, MALE shots/
worm/vet checked $1000 715-680-8149 

(468314)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 

reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. 

Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

UNDERDESK TREADMILL by Rhythm Fun.  
Wide 18-inch walking belt. Compact 

63-inches by 28-inches overall. Motor 1.5 
horsepower.  Walking speeds 0.5 to 3.7 miles 

per hour. Never used.  $420.00.  Located in 
Oshkosh.  Call 507-269-8661

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New 
Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home estimates 

make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional Installation. Top Quality - Made 

in the USA. Call for free consultation: 877-
544-2415 Ask about our specials! (WCAN)

COLLECTIBLES, VINTAGE, TOYS,  
COMICS, ANTIQUES, 

TREASURES GALORE! 
*FOX RIVER MALL*, 

APPLETON, WI 
MARCH 17, 18, 19 & 20 

ZURKOPROMOTIONS.COM 
715-526-9769

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

FLEA MARKET by FDL EVENING LIONS SUN. 
MARCH 20th 8am-2pm; $1 Adm.  

FOND DU LAC FAIRGROUNDS  
fonddulaclions.org

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local 414-520-

1612

New Storage Units - Power & Light in-
cluded, 24/7 access. 14x40 with tall door 
and 12x20 with large door. Outer Space 

Storage, 3250 Walter St, Oshkosh 54901, 
cleverly hidden behind Fasco Appliance. 

920/376-0629

RIPON FFA ALUMNI 30th DAIRYLAND 
FARM TOY SHOW-COUNTRY CRAFTS  

9-3pm Sun MAR 20th, RIPON HIGH SCHOOL 
GYM, RIPON Adm $3-under 10 Free  

Info 920-748-2223

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad 
Network) and/or the member pub-

lications review ads to the best of their 
ability. Unfortunately, many unscrupulous 

people are ready to take your money! 
PLEASE BE CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY 

AD THAT SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE 
TRUE! For more information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad, please contact 
The Department of Trade, Agriculture 

& Consumer Protection 1-800-422-
7128 (WCAN)

LAKEWOOD 3 acre Wooded Lots next to 
Natl forest, $39,900 Seller Financing 920-

849-9855

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-426-1616

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to ofer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

News
Local news for you

Neenah

920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $325

Locally Owned & Operated

Neenah, WI

qualitywastedisposalwi@gmail.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 20
11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

2788 TOWNE COURT, NEENAH
(Indoor Facility)

RUMMAGE &

COLLECTIBLE SALE

See full ad at GLAUCTIONS.NET

Miscellaneous

Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words

Classifieds
Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

Employment

For Sale

Real Estate/Rental

Obituaries
Visitation for Carol Jennerjohn will 

be held from Noon until 2pm on Friday, 
March 18th at Konrad-Behlman Funeral 
Home-Westside, 100 Lake Pointe Dr. A 
service will immediately follow at 2:00. The 
family will proceed to Lake View Memorial 
Park for internment. A celebration of Carol’s 
life will be held from 3:30-5:30 at LaSure’s 
Banquet Hall. Please come and share sto-
ries of Carol’s wonderful life and help us 
celebrate her joining of family and friends in 
Heaven. 

A memorial for Peace Lutheran Church is 
being established in her name.

Our family would like to thank the loving 
nurses and CNA’s at Parkview Health Cen-
ter who took such wonderful care of our 
wife and mom during her last few weeks. 
We would also like to thank the Green Lake 
School District and the Waunakee Commu-
nity School District for understanding our 
need to be with our mother during this time. 

Goodbyes are not forever, are not the end; 
it simply means I’ll miss you until we meet 
again.
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Rockets gearing up for Racine Case
By Alex Wolf
News contributor

Coming off a dramatic sectional semifi-
nal win against Kimberly and then a con-
vincing win over Eau Claire Memorial 
last weekend, the Neenah boys basketball 
team is headed back to the WIAA Divi-
sion 1 State Tournament.

The state tournament, which is held 
at the Kohl Center in Madison, started 
Thursday. The Division 1 semifinals start 
tonight and Neenah – the one seed in the 
tournament – will face fourth-seeded Ra-
cine Case in the opener at 6:35 p.m.

Menomonee Falls and Brookfield Cen-
tral will match up in game two, about 15 
minutes after the Neenah/Racine Case 
game.

The two winners will advance to the 
state title game, which will be held Satur-
day night.

 The Rockets are making their 28th ap-
pearance at state and their first since 2019. 
Meanwhile, this is the eighth appearance 
for Racine Case, who last made it in 2005.

 The Rockets will have their hands full 
with the Eagles (22-6), who are coming 
off a 58-47 win over Waukesha South in 
the sectional final and a 69-56 win over 
Franklin in the semis. The Eagles opened 

up the tournament with wins over Keno-
sha Indian Trail and Janesville Parker.

 The Eagles started slow this season, 
losing three of their first five games but 
have won 20 of their last 23 games. The 
Eagles finished tied for first in the South-
east Conference this season with a 12-2 
record, sharing it with Franklin.

 The Eagles have a trio of threats in Ter-
ryon Brumby, Amari Jedkins and Adrian 
Bryant. Brumby leads the team in scoring 
at 18.5 points per game while Jedkins (17) 
and Bryant (15) are right behind.

 The Rockets are 27-1 this season and 
have won 24 straight games, with their 
last loss coming on December 3 of last 
year. Neenah, the winners of the Fox Val-

ley Association, is led by Chevalier Emery 
Jr. who leads the team in scoring at 18.4 
points while Carter Thomas is second at 
15.3 points per game.

 JJ Paider averages a double-double, 
scoring 11.5 points per game and hauls in 
a team-high 10.7 rebounds a game.  

 The two teams have a couple of common 
opponents this season as both teams have 
faced Fond du Lac and Brookfield Central. 
The Eagles defeated Fondy 72-41 on Feb. 
15 while the Rockets swept them this sea-
son, beating them easily both times.

 Neenah beat Brookfield Central 63-57 
in a tournament this season while the Ea-
gles lost to Central, 86-68 in the second 
game of the season.
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Senior Chevalier Emery Jr. is the leading scorer for the Rockets at 18.4 points per game this season.

Up next
WIAA State Tournament
At Kohl Center, Madison

Friday’s games
Neenah vs. Racine Case, 6:35 p.m.

Menomonee Falls vs. Brookfield 
Central, 15 min. after 1st game 

Saturday’s game
Semifinal winners, approx. 8:15 p.m.

nor Welsch, the Old Abes began to attack 
the Rockets on the inside as Neenah was 
battling with foul trouble. Add in a nice 
bucket from Wells and Eau Claire was on 
an 11-4 run to close the gap to 42-36.

Emery and Paider started to take over,  
scoring the next nine points for the Rock-
ets and pushing their lead back to a com-
fortable 51-38.

The Old Abes would get it to seven, but 
that’s it as the Rockets iced the game from 
the line with six free throws down the 
stretch. 

“We will need to be ready defensively 
for our first (state) opponent and clean 
some things up on the offensive end,” 
Rabas said. “Just happy that we get more 
practice and another opportunity to play.”

Emery hits game-winner 
to thwart Papermakers

Neenah advanced to the sectional fi-
nal with a dramatic 66-64 win over Kim-
berly. 

After Neenah built an early lead, the 
Papermakers managed to not only climb 
back into the game, but pulled within one 
point with 30 seconds to go. Kimberly 
knocked down two free throws to take a 
64-63 lead with 11 seconds remaining.

 Facing their most adverse moment in 
a long time, the Rockets saw their dream 
season hanging by a thread as they called a 
time out with 3.1 seconds to go to draw up 
the perfect play. 

Only getting one chance to get it right, 
Emery raced through the paint curled 
to the corner to take the pass. With Seth 
Miron’s hand draped in the face of Emery, 
the Merrimack University commit drilled 
a clutch fade away triple for the win. 

State bound
from Page 9

“Go Neenah, win that game. Keep your spotless fame. We will cheer you all the while, as you ight and ight. Rah! Rah!"

Neenah Rockets
Boys Basketball

Good Luck
at State!

450 S Commercial St.


