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County growth profile detailed
Neenah News

Wisconsin’s Department of Workforce 
Development (DWD) recently released 
data pertaining to state and county work-
forces in all industries. 

“Every two years, DWD’s Office of Eco-
nomic Advisors compiles and distills local 
data on all 72 counties,” the DWD said. 
“The snapshots have become an essential 
tool for economic development profession-

als, regional planners, researchers, business 
leaders, policymakers, students and workers 
considering new employment opportuni-
ties.”

The new profile on Wisconsin and spe-
cifically Winnebago County is an update 
from 2019 and overviews effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the last two years. 
In March 2020, the world shutting down for 
two months ended the longest economic ex-

pansion on record. 
While Wisconsin’s unemployment rate 

rose to nearly 15% at the start of the pan-
demic, it had returned to the state’s historic 
lows by November 2021. 

For Winnebago County, the population 
growth in the 2010s was attributed to both 
Neenah and Fox Crossing at 49.7%. Osh-

Each donation helps Hope Fridge  
win fight against food insecurity
By Cheryl Hentz
News contributor

Food insecurity is a stark reality for 
many, and while there are options such as 
food pantries, those may not be of help for 
some individuals or families because they 
don’t meet the income or other require-
ments. That’s where Hope Fridge comes in.

The mutual aid net-
work of communi-
ty-sustained refrigera-
tors provides free food 
for all. Through dona-
tions, contributions, 
crowdsourcing and 
community involve-
ment, Hope Fridge 
puts fresh food directly 
into some Fox Valley 
neighborhoods. It is entirely volunteer run 
and community funded. 

According to “Mutual Aid, Building Sol-
idarity During This Crisis (And the Next)” 
by author Dean Spade, mutual aid is a “col-
lective coordination to meet each other’s 
needs, usually from an awareness that the 
systems we have in place are not going to 
meet them.”

“This system helps to catch some of the 
folks falling through the cracks at other 
systems, where there are a lot of forms to 

fill out, or you have to meet certain income 
requirements, etc.,” said TJ Hobbs, one of 
several co-founders of Hope Fridge.   

Refrigerators are donated or purchased, 
then placed on properties of those who 
welcome the program. A wooden hut is 
built around the fridge to protect it from 
the elements and keep it from blowing 
over. Volunteers make or donate food to 
stock the fridge and those in need come 
and take what they need. 

The group initially put out a feeler to 
see if anyone was willing to host a fridge. 
All of the founders rent, so were unable 
to put one on their lawns. They began get-
ting some replies from folks who wanted 
to know more and were willing to host a 
fridge. The group’s Facebook page started 
last April and two months later they had 
their first location in Neenah at 160 Curtis 
Ave. 

The idea came about because the found-
ers were inspired by other communities 
across the country that are doing similar 
things and are thriving. The Love Fridge in 
Chicago shared its build plans with Hope 
Fridge founders, who made their own cre-
ative tweaks. Hope Fridge has since shared 
those same plans with others in Wisconsin 
and even a group in Australia that’s trying Photo by Natalie Starr

A Hope Hygiene Hutch was dedicated at Neenah’s Hope Fridge location in February thanks to 
the efforts of an Appleton Girl Scout troop. 

Hobbs

See Hope Fridge on Page 11

Photo by Luis Javier Valdes-Sanchez

Downtown at dusk
Neenah’s downtown area is seen last Saturday once the sky finally opened after days of rainy skies. A light trail of a vehicle is seen 
from the extended photo exposure. The windy cold night kept most passers-by off the streets.

See Workforce profile on Page 11
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“I understand the value of working
together in a non-partisan way to achieve
the county’s goals of delivering services and
programs while being iscally responsible”.

Paid for by Betsy Ellenberger for District 7
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Neenah
By Steve Clark
Oshkosh Herald

A reshuffling of staff at the administra-
tive level of Winnebago County has filled 
some key positions for now. 

In moves that were made in middle to 
late February, Mike Collard is now serving 
as acting finance director, Carol Blackmore 
is the assistant finance director and Mark 
Habeck has filled Collard’s former position 
and is acting human resource director, ac-
cording to Ethan Hollenberger, the chief of 
staff for county executive Jon Doemel. 

The moves stemmed from Vicky Fitzger-
ald’s departure as finance director at the be-
ginning of the year. Collard, who had been 
the county’s director of human resources, 
took on the finance director’s position on 
an interim basis while the county conduct-
ed a search for a new director. 

With no viable candidates coming to 
the forefront, the decision was made to 
move Collard to acting finance director to 
put him in the position full time. 

“We had a retirement and some other 
things that were planned and Mike just 

said he could go over (to Finance) full 
time,” Hollenberger said. “We were able to 
move Mike over into a full-time basis and 
that helped us to have full-time support.”

Hollenberger noted that Doemel has 
not appointed either Collard or Habeck 

to their respective po-
sitions as both would 
have to be sanctioned 
by County Board of 
Supervisors approval. 
However, the admin-
istrative staff will look 
like this moving for-
ward. 

The county is also 
still shopping for a 

full-time finance director which, if hired, 
would move Collard and Habeck back to 
their original positions.

For now, with Collard leading the way 
and having Blackmore in her new role, 
the county has the needed pieces in place. 
Blackmore was promoted from budget 
manager after more than 20 years working 
for the county. 

“Mike is reviewing some practices and 
procedures to get a grasp of ways we can 
improve with Carol who has been in the 
department 20 years,” Hollenberger said. 
“We are still hopeful and will recruit for a 
finance director. We want to get that hire 
right, but I think Mike’s goal is to provide 
some continuity for a while.”

Having some continuity at those posi-
tions was an important factor heading into 
the upcoming elections where the board is 
likely to experience heavy turnover. 

“I think that was part of the logic,” Hol-
lenberger said. “We knew we were head-
ing to this board transition, and we want-
ed to make sure we had (some stability).” 

Hollenberger credited Collard’s ver-
satility and range of knowledge to make 
these moves possible. 

“Mike is still advising and has his fin-
gers dipping into HR in an advising role,” 
Hollenberger said. “A lot of counties have 
a role for someone who can cover all of 
administration duties and I think Mike 
does cover that for us. That’s the strength 
of Mike Collard.”

County shuffles administrative posts

Collard

State 76 rebuild earns Wisconsin DOT highway design award
The highway rehabilitation work on 

State 76 in Winnebago County was among 
the Department of Transportation’s selec-
tions for a 2022 Excellence in Highway 
Design Award.

MSA Professional Services received the 
Consultant Rural Design Award for the 
work nominated by the DOT Northeast 
Region office.

The project transformed a 3.5-mile sec-
tion of roadway between Oshkosh and 
Greenville to deal with pavement and 

drainage deficiencies, safety and opera-
tional performance for vehicle and large-
truck commercial traffic. The solution 
rehabilitated the roadway surface and 
involved construction of roundabouts at 
three major intersections to minimize ac-
cidents and resolve efficiency concerns. 

The project also widened shoulders 
along the entire stretch of roadway, up-
sized culverts, added storm sewer and pipe 
underdrain, and installed truck aprons at 
some overrun areas of the roundabouts to 

accommodate turning movements of large 
trucks and oversize, overweight vehicles. 

The work also accommodated the local 
fire department and property owners and 
mitigated impacts to adjacent wetland areas. 
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COMMUNITY LEADERS
ENDORSE JANE LANG

Jane is also endorsed by JOHN & DIANNE BERGSTROM, RICH & LORI BATLEY, and

many more community leaders in business and local government. Read the full list at

JANELANGFORMAYOR.COM

Vote on April 5th | Paid for by Jane Lang for Mayor

• Born and raised in Neenah

• 8 yrs. City Council

• 6 yrs. City of Neenah Plan
Commission

• 6 yrs. Business
Improvement District

• 8 yrs. Public Services &
Safety Committee

• 2040 Long-Range
Comprehensive Plan

• Executive Director,
Neenah Historical Society

• Neenah Arts Council

• Landmarks Commission

• 9 yrs. Neenah Rotary

JANE LANG FOR NEENAH MAYOR

“I’m supporting Jane Lang for
mayor because we share a love of

this community and she has the
experience, ability, and
leadership skills to keep
Neenah growing.”

– GEORGE SCHERCK ,

former Mayor of Neenah (2002–2014)

“Jane Lang is committed
to our community with the
experience and vision to lead
Neenah into a good future.”

– MARIGEN CARPENTER,

former Mayor of Neenah (1982–1998)

Correction
MARCH 25, PAGE 3: In a story about 
Neenah mayoral candidates, Brian 
Borchardt has been a council member 
since 2020, not 2019.



 neenahnewsnow.com x Page 3April 1, 2022

Neenah Paper, SWM merge
Neenah News

Neenah Paper and Schweitzer-Mauduit 
International (SWM), two leading global 
manufacturers of specialty materials, an-
nounced an agreement Monday to com-
bine in an all-stock merger with revenues 
of about $3 billion.

Under the terms of the agreement, unan-
imously approved by the boards of direc-
tors of both companies, shareholders of 
Neenah will receive 1.358 shares of SWM 
common stock for each share of Neenah 
common stock owned. After the transac-
tion is closed, SWM shareholders will own 
about 58% of the combined company.

Neenah Paper was founded in 1873 and 
its mill at 135 N. Commercial St. is the 
oldest continuously operating business  
within Neenah Inc., the parent company 
based in Alpharetta, Ga.

The announcement said the transac-
tion brings together two organizations 
with complementary technologies, geog-

raphies and product portfolios, and will 
bring strong positions in large, growing 
categories including filtration, healthcare 
and wellness, protective and adhesive 
solutions, industrial solutions, and pack-
aging and specialty paper.

“This combination is a unique oppor-
tunity to accelerate our growth strategy 
and continue the transformation of our 
business, creating a global leader in spe-
cialty materials with strong and defensible 
positions in attractive end-markets,” said 
Julie Schertell, president and chief exec-
utive officer of Neenah, in a statement. 
“The synergy potential for this transaction 
is significant, and the all-stock structure 
enables shareholders of both companies 
to participate in the substantial value cre-
ation and future growth opportunities of 
the combined company. 

“SWM has a talented team that shares 
our values, with a focus on employee safe-
ty, innovation and customer intimacy.”

Neenah News photo

Neenah Paper and Schweitzer-Mauduit International announced a merger between the two 
manufacturers of specialty materials on Monday.

Ellenberger, Fahrenkrug 
vie for County Board seat
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FINAL PRICE

44.99
5,000-SQ.-FT.

ANNUAL PROGRAM

FINAL PRICE
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ANNUAL PROGRAM
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KRUEGERS
Please present before check out. Not valid with any other coupons. Not good on sale items or in store

promotions. One coupon per customer. Expires 4/30/22

$$550000 offoff Any $30 Purchase

KRUEGERS
Please present before check out. Not valid with any other coupons. Not good on sale items or in store
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By Steve Clark
Neenah News

There is only one contested race for the 
County Board of Supervisors in Neen-
ah and it involves a pair of newcomers to 
county government. 

Betsy Ellenberger and Kelly Fahrenkrug 
will be on the ballot and vying for the seat 
in District 7, which is being vacated by 
Steven Lenz, who has served since 2018. 

The two candidates bring different back-
grounds to the race, but a share a common 
goal in wanting to make an impact on the 
community they will represent and are 
hoping to get that opportunity with a seat 
on the board. 

“I want to give back. This is really my fa-
vorite place in the whole world and I want 
to make sure this remains a good place 
to live for many years,” said Fahrenkrug, 
who has lived in Winnebago County and 
Neenah for most of her life. “I’m not run-
ning because I don’t like it or I think it’s 
broken or anything like that. We have so 
much more we can do and let’s make sure 
we are positioned for the future.”

Ellenberger served 12 years on the 
Neenah Board of Education but opted not 
to run for a fourth term to care for her ag-
ing parents. 

Now, she’s ready to return in serving her 
community and decided that the county 
board would give her the best opportunity 
to do that. 

“I wanted to continue to have an im-
pact on local issues,” Ellenberger said. “I 
had to step away from public service for a 
few years, but I really want to get involved 
again. I enjoy it. I decided to run for coun-

ty board so I can have more of an impact.”
Ellenberger said one of her biggest con-

cerns is making sure the county stays with-
in the confines of its budget and remain 
fiscally responsible. It’s a challenge she 
experienced as a member of the school 
board and understands the importance of 
working with the other supervisors to do 
it at the county level. 

“That’s always the biggest obstacle when 
you are working in government. You have 
to work within the confines of the budget,” 
Ellenberger said. “You have to be able to 
negotiate and everyone is coming from a 
different place. What helps us in my dis-
trict may be different than what down-
town Oshkosh needs. You have to open 
your minds and listen to all of the needs 
before you make decisions.”

Through her campaigning and prepar-
ing for this run for the board, Fahrenkrug 
believes that staffing is a key issue facing 
the supervisors moving forward. 

“I think unanimously the biggest con-
cern is staffing. We are hearing that in the 
private sector, and we are hearing that in 
the government,” Fahrenkrug said. “We 
can’t leave Highway 41 unplowed. We 
have to make sure we have people out 
there. We can’t leave our prison under-
staffed or our sheriff ’s office understaffed. 
…. People are concerned that they can’t 
get the services that they are entitled to 
from the government. We need to be sure 
that we are attracting people here and re-
taining the staff we have. Make the county 
a place they want to work and we have to 
attract new workers and make sure that we 
are minimizing any disruptions.”
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By AJ Mikkelson
News contributor

Firefighting is often called a brother-
hood. Many firefighters consider their 
co-workers brothers and sisters. 

Most career fire departments work 24-
hour shifts and the bonds of trust required 
to perform their duties are as strong as 
family. Some compare these bonds to 
those built while serving in the military. 
As a result, it is not uncommon to find 
multiple members of one family serving 
as career firefighters. 

In the history of the Neenah Fire De-
partment and now Neenah-Menasha Fire 
Rescue, only one family has had three 
generations of firefighters. Bill Fahrenk-
rug was originally hired in 1965. His son, 

Mark, was hired by the department in 
1993. In 2015, Mark’s son, Ben, was hired 
by Neenah Menasha Fire Rescue. 

This made the Fahrenkrugs the first 
three-generation family to serve Neenah. 
Bill has another son, Pete, who was hired 
by the Oshkosh Fire Department as a fire-
fighter/paramedic in 1994 after serving in 
the U.S. Army for 11 years. 

Pete Fahrenkrug retired from the Osh- 
kosh department in 2021. In January 
2022, he was diagnosed with stage 4 pan-
creatic cancer that has metastasized to his 
liver. 

Fahrenkrug is a married father of six 
children and 11 grandchildren. After a 
lifetime of service to others, his family is 
“determined to provide the support Pete and his family need during this critical 

time of illness, treatment and recovery.” 
Last Saturday, a benefit was held at the 

Old 41 Saloon on Green Bay Road. The 
turnout was high with about 300 people 
attending, including many Oshkosh and 
Neenah-Menasha firefighters. 

There were more than 60 gift baskets 

donated, custom T-shirts were sold and 
the event raised more than $21,000 to 
support the Fahrenkrugs. 

“My whole life is flashing before my 
eyes, seeing all the people here that have 
been in my life from childhood to now,” 
Fahrenkrug told the crowd, adding that 
seeing the colleagues, friends and family 
come together was more important than 
the funds raised. 

He said the event’s positive vibe was 
good for the entire family. 

Fahrenkurg’s family says he is their rock 
and is always looking for the positive in 
everything. The tight-knit group is facing 
this challenge the same way firefighters 
face any challenge – as a team. 

The impact Fahrenkrug has had on oth-
ers was on display at the benefit by the 
community family that showed up to sup-
port him. 

Pete is considered a family member of 
both departments with a bond that binds 
them. Both departments will continue 
that support through the Oshkosh Fire-
fighters Charitable Trust.

Firefighter benefit teams up to support Fahrenkrugs

A.J. Mikkelson photo

A benefit held at the Old 41 Saloon last 
Saturday supported retired firefighter Pete 
Fahrenkrug, who was recently diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer.

Applications accepted through April 21
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NEENAH ROTARY PROUDLY PRESENTS:

A wine, beer, and food tasting extravaganza!

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2022 | 7PM–10:30PM

BRIDGEWOOD RESORT, NEENAH

Raffles, Wall of Wine, Gifts, and Prize Drawings

Live Music by Steve March-Tormé and the Murphy Brothers!

Tickets are $75 per person in advance

A limited number of tickets are available from any
Rotary member or online at www.uncorked.ecwid.com.

All proceeds benefit community programs & youth activities.
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Donor recognition, sponsorship 
policy reviewed ahead of projects
Neenah News

An updated policy for sponsorships and 
naming rights as school district building 
projects are underway establishes how some 
donations will be turned into different forms 
of recognition.

The Neenah Joint School District Board 
of Education last month approved a plan 
advanced by the Finance and Personnel 
Committee that details how gifts, grants and 
bequests are accepted along with how do-
nations will have “sunset clauses” where the 
naming or recognition will expire after a set 
number of years.

Current naming sponsorships are most 
notably found on the Rocket Stadium score-
board and at Ron Einerson Fieldhouse in ad-
dition to other spaces and buildings named 
for individuals, organizations and business-
es. The building referendum approved in 
April 2020 will bring a new set of naming 
opportunities at the new high school under 
construction and renovations to what will 
become Neenah Middle School.

There will be time limits on how long 
something can be named to provide oppor-
tunities for other sponsors. The video score-
board sponsorship, for example, is a five-year 
period.

Common name recognition locations 
are on benches, outdoor landscaping areas, 

gates and entrances, while other possibili-
ties will be considered. There is also a Wall 
of Gratitude for donors that has no sunset 
limit.

“Current sponsors will be given first prior-
ity as we consider sponsorship and naming 
rights,” Superintendent Mary Pfeiffer and 
chief financial officer Jonathan Joch stated in 
a letter to the board. “Given the list of new 
opportunities, it is likely that there will be 
opportunities for additional participants.”

Donations up to $5,000 require build-
ing administrator approval, those $5,000-
$25,000 need approval by a district admin-
istrator and any advertising or sponsorship 
above $50,000 would need board approval.

“Acceptance of such gifts shall not be con-
sidered to be a testimonial or endorsement 
of a particular brand or product,” the poli-
cy states in part, and the district retains the 
right to decline any gift or donation.

District administrators said they will soon 
prioritize where donation and sponsorship 
revenue will be used, such as academics, ath-
letics, performing arts or technology.

In other action, end-of-year resignations 
were approved for Hoover Principal Lexi 
Foerster, Tullar and Taft teacher Cynthia 
Rosenbluh, Tullar teacher Allison Thomp-
son, high school counselor Natalie Shea and 
high school teacher Katie Buettner.

Shattuck robotics team qualifies for worlds
A team of Shattuck Middle School stu-

dents won first place in the teamwork com-
petition at the Wisconsin State VEX IQ Ro-
botics Competition in Appleton last month. 

They earned the right to compete for 
the VEX IQ World Robotic Competition 
May 8-10 in Dallas.

The team of Jack DeMenter, Simon Gal-
vin, Jack Henry and Nina Bhattacharjee 
set a new state record score of 154 points. 
They also were awarded the Build Award 
for their robot that effectively and consis-
tently scored points. They were one of a 
record five teams from Shattuck that qual-
ified for the state tournament. 

The teams are coached by Brian Schalli-
ol and Adam Hendries.

The top team’s finals performance can 
be viewed on YouTube by searching 2022 
WI VIQC MS State Championship.

A Neenah High School team of Lexi 
Dorner, Myah Wenzel, Bridger Wenzel 
and Julia Rangel finished with the sixth 

highest programming score in the state. 
The team of Asher Brotherton, Nate 
Brotherton, Aiden Colby, Aidan Leon, 
Ian Erickson, Carson Erbrecht-Willard 
and Connor McNulty finished with a 6-4 
record, while the team of Quinn Smith, 
Dominic Young, Michael Printz and Edu-
ardo Rangel finished 4-6.

Submitted photo

The Shattuck Middle School robotics team placed first in a state competition held last month.

Shining Star Awards honor city teachers
The Fox Cities Chamber announced 

its 2022 Excellence in Education Shin-
ing Star Awards last week. Jan Koshalek, 
a teacher at Tullar Elementary School in 
Neenah, received the Inclusive Excellence 
in Education Award.

Among the four Educator of the Year 
2022 finalists was Neenah High School 
instructor Scott Hertting.

The honorees were selected by a volun-
teer panel of Fox Cities education profes-
sionals.

920-312-6616

Weekend rates
starting at $325

Locally Owned & Operated

Neenah, WI

qualitywastedisposalwi@gmail.com

Check Your hearing

Your preferred provider in Neenah

Dr. Melissa Dintelman
“I have been an Audiologist for over

22 years. My favorite part is working with

the great variety of patients and getting

the opportunity to know each person

individually. By focusing on truly listening

to what my patients have to say, I can

better understand their concerns and

what is most important to them as an

individual. “
–Dr. Dintelman

Has it been tough to follow
conversations on video chats?

Is it challenging to hear on the

phone?

Do you miss key words in a
sentence?

Do loved ones complain about

your TV volume?

YES NO

Do others seem to mumble or

speak too softly?

Do you frequently say, “Huh?”
or “What?”

Have you struggled to

understand people speaking

with masks on?

YES NO

920.267.4999
www.foxvalleyhearingcenter.com

Serving Neenah & the Fox Valley for 35 years.

Neenah • 1148Westowne Drive
Conveniently located ofWinneconne Ave.

Additional locations in Appleton, Oshkosh & Ripon

If you or a loved one answered“yes” to any of these

questions, it couldmean a hearing loss. DON’T DELAY.

Call us to schedule an evaluation today.

VOTE
Knowledgeable
Experienced
Leadership

ASBURY April 5th

Proudly serving NJSD’s
school board since

2016
Paid for by Lauri Asbury for School Board asbury4njsd@gmail.com
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Maintenance-free living 
designed to create a 
sense of community.

Beautiful, new, 
ranch-style homes 
for people 55 and 
better.
Now leasing!

New opportunities for vibrant, independent living!

Call now to 
schedule a tour 
of a model home!
(920)237-2128

NOW
LEASING

COME &
SEE!

www.LindenOaksOshkosh.com
To schedule a private showing, call (920)237-2128.

Private garden space draws butterflies, birds naturally
By Rob Zimmer
News contributor

The many gardens of Neenah gardener 
Mary Stewart are a haven for monarch 
butterflies, songbirds and hummingbirds 
throughout the year. Stewart is dedicated 
to gardening without using pesticides of 
any kind, relying upon Mother Nature, as 
well as her fine gardening skills, to keep the 
gardens looking beautiful.

Taking pride in filling her garden vi-
gnettes with native wildflowers and plants 
– as well as important nectar and pollina-
tor plants for bees, butterflies, humming-
birds and more – Stewart has seen the 
rewards of her efforts firsthand.

“Listening to the birds each morning as 
they sing in the garden is magical,” Stewart 
said. “Every morning in summer I search 
for monarch caterpillars on the milkweeds 
and it is always such a joy to see a monarch 
enjoying my native plants.”

For a small urban city lot, Stewart’s gar-

dens are a haven for birds and butterflies 
and other wildlife, something she treasures 
and dedicates her time and efforts to. 

“Gardening has been a passion for 
half a century. My love for nature began 
as a child,” she said. Raised in Alabama, 
Stewart moved to Wisconsin in 1961. “I 
remember making trips to the garden with 
Dad to weed and stake poles for green 
beans, water half an acre by hand. He 
taught me so many things.”

“Fast forward to my humble abode. No 
chemicals are used, I am pesticide free. We 
need bees and insects to survive. A sea of 
yellow dandelions are welcome here.”

That doesn’t mean she doesn’t have a lit-
tle fun along the way. An expert gardener, 
Stewart has created small garden vignettes 
all around her home, placing unexpected 
treasures among the plants and container 

gardens. 
You never know what you’ll find tucked 

into her garden beds and borders. Dec-
orative rock specimens, wicker baskets, 
a handmade twig trellis, bird baths, bird 
houses, bird feeders and vintage garden 
art. 

Each side of the house has been divided 
into its own garden treasure. There is the 
north garden, the south garden, the porch 
garden and more. In each area, Stewart has 
included plants and shrubs that grow best 
in those light and moisture conditions. 

“My goal this year is to include even 
more native plants,” Stewart said. “More 
milkweed for monarchs, more wildflowers 
for hummingbirds and other butterflies. 
It’s all natural for me.”

“Over the past few years, some native 
perennials were planted in the ground, 
others were planted in containers. The 

difference in including native plants is like 
night and day. I’ve noticed a huge variety 
of bees, butterflies, moths, dragonflies, 
damsels, toads and frogs.”

Stewart looks forward to creating anoth-
er paradise of colorful containers, as well 
as beds and borders filled with the beauty 
of wildflowers this season.

Photos by Rob Zimmer

Some of the flowers and plants on display at 
Mary Stewart’s home.

The Neenah 
GARDENER

UW Extension mapping community gardens
 The University of Wisconsin Extension 

for Winnebago and Outagamie counties is 
collecting information and mapping out 
community gardens in the Fox Valley area. 

The project, coordinated by community 
development educator Mia Ljung, is in its 
second year. 

“The need for community gardens 
serves many purposes in our communi-
ties, such as food safety, social interaction, 
beautification and increased neighbor-
hood safety,” Ljung said. “After receiving 
many phone calls from residents about 
community garden availability, the Ex-
tension is hoping that finding communi-
ty garden spaces will be easier using this 

Community Gardens map, while also 
providing a better understanding of where 
more gardens may be needed in future 
community efforts.”

This map is available as a public directory 
for residents to find garden spaces. The Ex-
tension is not providing garden coordination 
services with the exception of the Sunny-
view Garden Partnership. The map can be 
found at outagamie.extension.wisc.edu or 
on the Extension Winnebago website.

Anyone wishing to add a communi-
ty garden to the map or needs to change 
existing information should contact 920-
232-1974 or fill out the form on their web-
site.

L Q O NDLIQUORLAND

50 Wisconsin St. • (920) 385-7044
(Next to Parker John’s BBQ & Pizza)

CheckCheck
out ourout our

Beer CaveBeer Cave
and IPAand IPA

selections!selections!

MENAGE
A TROIS

with instant coupon

2/$2/$999898 $2799

PUNTAGAVE
RUSTICO
TEQUILA

FREE 4pk of Meyer Lemon
Ginger or Peach Grapefruit

with purchase of 1.75L
Puntagave Rustico Tequila

VIZZY
HARD
SELTZER

12 pack cans

$$559999

SUTTER HOME

1.5 Liter

$$669999

at register with
instant rebate

NEWNEW
ARRIVALSARRIVALS
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At UWO, we honor our commitment to a more 
sustainable world by celebrating Earth Month 

with a full slate of activities from birding at 
Asylum Bay to collecting e-waste and planting 

trees for Arbor Day.  

Check out all the events for March 28  
to April 30 at uwo.sh/earth-month. 

COMMUNITY 
UW OSHKOSH PUTS

FRONT AND CENTER

Annual kitchen tour helps 
support Emergency Society

The Neenah-Menasha Emergency Soci-
ety is hosting its 13th annual Kitchen Tour 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 28 that show-
cases five kitchens in southeast Neenah. 

The event is the organization’s largest 
annual fundraising event to provide emer-
gency resources to support those unable 
to provide for their core needs. Funds 
raised by the tour support programs such 
as the Back to School Fair, Keeping Kids 
Warm, Emergency Assistance and Meals 
on Wheels. 

A mix of newly constructed homes and 
innovatively renovated kitchens featuring 
styles from Classic European Chateau, 
Modern Farmhouse, Modern Prairie Style 

Lake Home, Craftsman Bungalow and 
Classic Colonial will be shown.

Demonstrations and tastings from local 
businesses will be featured as well, includ-
ing a food truck rally at Shattuck Park that 
will be open to the public and to ticket 
holders from noon to 6 p.m.

“We are incredibly appreciative to the 
homeowners for opening their doors to us 
and allowing us to continue the tradition 
of the kitchen tour,” co-event chair Leslie 
Mayer said. 

For more information, visit nmesociety.
org. Tickets will also be available for $30 
at several locations in the Fox Valley and 
in-person the day of the event for $35.

Submitted photo

The 13th annual Kitchen Tour will showcase the kitchens at five houses on its April 28 trek.

Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation,

Oak Brook, IL. Individual retailer regular and sale prices may vary by store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either

direction. Except for Red Hot Buys, which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised

in this circular are valid at participating stores April 1, 2022 - April 30, 2022, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates

set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and may vary by local retailer. See local retailer in-

store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards DGPGƒVU product selection/color, sale items, clearance and closeout items, Ace

everyday low prices, return and rain-check policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. Some

items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

Visa, MasterCard
and Discover Accepted
at Participating Ace stores

OSHKOSH

Kitz & Pfeil
427 N. Main St.

(920) 236-3340

BERLIN

Kitz & Pfeil
780 Green Tree Mall

(920) 361-0424

MENASHA

Kitz & Pfeil
1212 Appleton Rd.

(920) 722-2877

APPLETON

Kitz & Pfeil
1919 E Calumet St.

(920) 739-9481

FOND DU LAC

Kitz & Pfeil
40 E 1st St.

(920) 923-8262

ACE REWARDS
THE BEST TOOL
FOR SAVING MONEY.SM
Join Ace Rewards at acehardware.com
and start saving today.

Visit acehardware.com
to ind your

local participating Ace.

Stop by your local Ace store, or visit us here

Prices good April 1, 2022 - April 30, 2022

RED HOT BUYSVALID APRIL 1-30

Scotts® Turf Builder®Halts®

Crabgrass Preventer
with Lawn Food
Covers 5000 sq. ft. 7232325 Limit 2 at this price.
15,000 Sq. Ft., 7232390...$74.99-$6
With Ace Reward Car, *You Pay $68.99 Limit 2 at this price

$2899

$30.99 -$2 WITHACE
REWARDCARD*

Scott®Turf Builder®

Lawn Food
Covers 15,000 sq. ft.
7314271, Limit 2 at this price.

$4299

$48.99 -$6 WITHACE
REWARDCARD*

Scotts® Foundation Soil Improver
• Covers 5000 sq. ft. • Boosts water and nutrient retention
• Reduces soil compaction • Supports microbial activity
7796030, Limit 2 at this price.

$2800

$33.99 -$5 WITHACE
REWARDCARD*

Scotts® Turf Builder®

Weed & Feed3

Covers 15,000 sq. ft.
7430945 , Limit 2 at this price.

$6199

$67.99 -$6 WITHACE
REWARDCARD*

Scotts® 4 Step® Annual Program
7394703, Limit 2 at this price.
Scotts® 4 Step® Annual Program 5,000 Sq. Ft.,
7287188... $109.99-$30 with Ace Rewards Card,*
You Pay $79.99. Limit 2 at this price.

$7499

$94.99 -$20WITHACE
REWARDCARD*

Scotts® Nature Scapes® Color
Enhanced Mulch, 2 Cu. Ft.
Prevents weeds naturally - use a 3” layer to block growth
and access to sunlight 1-year color guarantee.
7394703, 7394695, 7394711, Limit 60 at this price.

$399

$4.99 -$1 WITHACE
REWARDCARD*

each

Scotts® 4 Step® Annual Program
7287162, Limit 2 at this price.
Scotts® 4 Step® Annual Seeding Program 15,000 Sq. Ft.,
7287618... $274.99-$75 with Ace Rewards Card,*
You Pay $199.99. Limit 2 at this price.

$18900

$239.99 -$50 WITHACE
REWARDCARD*
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News
Local news for you

Neenah

NEENAH ADVERTISING SALES

� Do you appreciate local news and connecting your community?

� Do you enjoy talking to new people and consulting with local businesses?

� Do you want to be part of something special?

Join our team by submitting your resume

to karen@oshkoshherald.com.

Experience is not required.

We will train the right person for success!

eena

The Neenah News is seeking

ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES

for the Neenah & Fox Crossing community.

 

Ongoing
Downtown Neenah Spring Scaven-

ger Hunt through April 14

Friday, April 1
First Friday concert, Ced Ba’etch’, 2 

p.m., Neenah Public Library
Uncorked and Uncapped, 7 p.m., 

Best Western Premier Bridgewood

Saturday, April 2
History’s Mysteries & Martinis, 6 

p.m., Kessler Funeral Home, 304 S. 
Commercial St.

Art Activity Day, 10 a.m., Berg-
strom-Mahler Museum of Glass

Thursday, April 7
Pat McCurdy, 7 p.m., Bee Hive Barn 

and Grill, 2925 County G

Saturday, April 9
Brews with the Bunny, 5 p.m.; Easter 

Egg Hunt, 7:45 p.m., Fritsch Park, Fox 
Crossing

“The Gospel of Life at the End of 
Life,” 8 a.m., St. Mary Catholic High 
School

Tuesday, April 12
Discover Class: Dungeons and Drag-

ons (grades 8-12), 6 p.m., The Brigade, 
109 W. Columbian Ave.

Wednesday, April 13
Fox Valley Women’s Connection 

Lunch, noon, Ridgeway Country Club

Calendar 
of events

Public Library calendar

Tullar Elementary School will have a 
new principal as Amber Zernzach has 
been hired to the position. Zernzach re-
places Diane Galow, who is retiring af-
ter leading Neenah’s largest elementary 
school for 21 years. 

The hire was approved by the Board of 
Education at its most recent meeting.

Zernzach served as principal at Rosen-
dale-Brandon Elementary School this past 

year. She previously 
worked three years as 
a literacy coach and 
reading intervention-
ist at Webster Stanley 
Elementary School in 
Oshkosh and taught 
fifth grade for a year at 
Roosevelt Elementary 
School in Oshkosh. 
She began her career 

by teaching five years at Winneconne El-
ementary School.

“Amber will be well positioned at 
Tullar. She has high expectations for 
all students while at the same time, en-
suring that students have fun and enjoy 
learning every day,” said Superintendent 
Mary Pfeiffer. “She is looking forward 
to becoming a member of the Tullar 
community and shared how impressed 
she was with the staff and their love for 
children.”

Zernzach has a degree in elementary ed-
ucation from the University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh and a master’s in education from 
UW-Stout.

Tullar has three classes at each grade 
level and an enrollment of 411 students 
for this school year.

Zernzach named 
Tullar principal

Zernzach

(Go to neenahlibrary.org or call 920-886-
6315 for details or registration information.) 

Friday, April 1
Ced Ba’etch’ in concert, 2 p.m.

Monday, April 4
The Green Armoire – Repurposing 

Junk, 2 p.m.

Thursday, April 7
Ukulele Open Jam, 6 p.m. Bring music, 

play for the group or with fellow ukers. All 
skill levels.

Open Chess Night, 6 p.m. All ages and 
skill levels. 

Friday, April 8
Yoga After Dark, 6:30 p.m.

County sets mock tornado drill as part of awareness week
Winnebago County will test its outdoor 

warning sirens Thursday during participa-
tion in two planned statewide tornado drills. 

The Wisconsin 2022 Tornado and Se-
vere Weather Awareness week campaign 
runs April 4-8. April 8 is the backup date 
for the statewide drill in the event of se-
vere weather.  

At 1:45 p.m. the National Weather Ser-
vice will issue a mock tornado warning 
that will last 15 minutes. Then at 6:45 p.m. 
it will issue a mock warning for all of Wis-
consin that ends at 7 p.m.  

Drills no longer include a live EAS test 
and mock tornado watch/warning issued 
by the National Weather Service.  

2126 Algoma Blvd2126 Algoma Blvd

Oshkosh Wi 54901Oshkosh Wi 54901

920-233-2400920-233-2400

Serving 11am-8pmServing 11am-8pm

For our complete menuFor our complete menu

please visit us on Facebookplease visit us on Facebook

or check us out ator check us out at

Northsidebarngrill.comNorthsidebarngrill.com

•

•

•
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Subscribe today
to Neenah’s new

weekly, community
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Oshkosh Herald LLC dba
Neenah News, 124 W. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 090B, Neenah WI 54956 • 920-486-1616 • www.neenahnewsnow.com
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Rockets looking to continue their climb in FVA
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

Over the past several seasons, the 
Neenah Rockets baseball team has gone 
through what coaches like to call a retool-
ing process. After a coaching change sever-
al seasons ago that saw Jack Taschner take 
over, it took a while for the Rockets to get 
back to their winning ways. Add in a lost 
2020 season and things were frustrating to 
say the least.

Enter 2021, when things started to get 
back to normal and all the hard work from 

years past paid off. 
The Rockets fin-
ished with a 12-6 
mark in FVA play 
and 15-9 overall. 

When you look at how things were in the 
years prior, this was a dramatic improve-
ment and one that had the Rockets feeling 
good.

“Last year it was great to get back out 
and play,” Taschner said. “The schedule 
was tight with it getting pushed back, 
but I thought we responded well. We had 
strong senior leadership, which always 
helps in unique situations.”

Fast forward to 2022 and pandemic pre-
cautions are no longer tight while some 
are still in place. Also add in a normal 
off-season with players and coaches alike 
knowing exactly how practice would go 
and when things would get rolling.

It is all about building off that success, 
which is something Taschner and his staff 
are focusing on.

“We are definitely looking to build,” he 
said. “It was a great start to that process. 
With the strong returning senior class and 
a great mix of young talent, I truly believe 

we can make another run toward a confer-
ence title. Neenah hasn’t won a conference 
title since 1976. We need to change that.”

Replacing Chase Hanselman at short-
stop, Jaden Hackbarth at third base, Brady 
Frost at first and Payton McClowry in the 
outfield will be tough as they were part of 
a great senior class. But Neenah has plenty 
of young talent and another great senior 
class capable of making some noise.

Look no further than FVA player of the 
year Gradin Taschner, who will anchor 
the lineup. Payton Miller will make a big 
impact in his sophomore year. Eli Schmidt 
and Carter Thomas are coming off a state 
basketball championship and will provide 
a lot for the team. 

Jaeden Carstens was a first-team all-
FVA pitcher who will anchor the staff with 
Beckett Davidson and Thomas following. 

As expected, Kimberly and Hortonville 
have cemented themselves as the favor-
ites again, but don’t count out teams like 
Oshkosh North or Neenah. Both of those 
programs made huge strides last year and 
look to take it to the next level.

“We need to do the little things,” 
Taschner said. “I try to stress with the boys 
that the little things set the base for the big 
opportunities to be there.”

The Rockets opened their season Thurs-
day against Fox Valley Lutheran before 
welcoming Hortonville to town for their 
FVA opener Tuesday. 

Zephyrs back in action 
with new leader

St. Mary Catholic baseball has had a 
rich tradition of success on and off the 
field. That continued in 2021 with the 

Zephyrs finishing fourth in the Big East 
conference with an 8-4 overall mark and 
14-7 for the season. Their season came to 
an end against Amherst in the postsea-
son.

This season will look a little different 
as first-year head coach Jeff Hogenson is 
taking over a historic program coming off 
a strong year. Hogenson is no stranger 
to the success of this program and wants 
to continue that tradition and hopes the 
hard work his players are putting in pays 
off.

“The St. Mary Catholic baseball pro-
gram has a long tradition of success and 
has been led by some incredible leaders 
that have laid a strong foundation, which 
will allow our current coaching staff to 
continue building upon it,” Hogenson 
said. “I feel very privileged to have the 
opportunity to coach at a school which 
provides such unwavering support for 
their students, their academics, the facili-
ties and their athletic programs.”

Hall of fame coach Phil Janssen end-
ed his tenure with the program and the 
Zephyrs have three significant holes to 
fill. Mitch Lukaisk and Ben Wilson were 
seniors who have now gone on to play for 
Ripon College. Starting catcher Ethan 
Collins also graduated. Lukaisk and Wil-
son combined for 103 of the team’s 137 
innings pitched and started 17 of the 21 
games. 

There is still plenty of talent remaining 
and that is a big reason why this is a top 
15 team in Division 3. On the offensive 
side, Daniel Decker is a senior shortstop 
committed to play at Milwaukee Area 
Tech next year, and will be counted on to 
lead the way. 

Fisher Mackenzie, a sophomore trans-

fer from Lourdes Academy, will also sup-
ply much-needed offense. Noah Bublitz, 
Caden Akey, George Albers and Owen 
Ripley, all returning starters, are going to 
be solid offensive contributors.

Seniors Daniel Decker, Caden Akey 
and George Albers, juniors Owen Rip-
ley and Matt Betchner, and sophomores 
Mackenzie and Aidan Birling will all 
contribute meaningful innings on the 
mound. 

Hogenson said freshman Joe Pirillo is 
another young pitcher with a great deal 
of upside remaining to develop as he fo-
cuses most of his time at the JV level.

Being part of the Big East conference 
is never easy, but the Zephyrs appear 
poised to contend for the league title. 
SMC is predicted to finish as conference 
runners-up with Random Lake appear-
ing as the favorites right now. 

Howards Grove and Reedsville are two 
other teams that make this league a night-
mare to navigate, but does prepare teams 
for what is to come. 

Hogenson is excited to begin his jour-
ney as coach and feels his team has the 
talent to make this a special year.

“2022 will be both an exciting and in-
teresting year for the Zephyrs,” he said. 
“We will be displaced from our home 
field until likely sometime in mid-May 
as our turf field is completed, which will 
make practicing between now and then 
much more challenging. 

“When our new field is completed 
there will be a sign on the gate to the 
field that will read, ‘When you step on 
this field, Be The Best You, for your team-
mates.’ If we can all buy in to that, the 
players will have a successful season on 
the field as well as in life.”

BASEBALL
PREVIEW

NEENAH HIGH SCHOOL ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

124 W.Wisconsin Ave. Suite 090B · www.neenahnewsnow.com

GIRLS GIRLSBOYS BOYS
Apr 7 Howards Grove 4:30pm*

Apr 12 Xavier 4:30pm*

Apr 14 Reedsville 4:30pm*

Apr 19 @Oostburg 4:30pm

Apr 21 Michicot 4:30pm*

Apr 26 @Manitowoc Lutheran 4:30pm

May 2 @Hilbert/Stockbridge 4:30pm

May 3 Kohler 4:30pm

May 5 Cedar Grove-Belgium 4:30pm

May 7 Valders 4:30pm

May 10 @Random Lake 4:30pm

May 12 Ozaukee 4:30pm

May 16 Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah 4:30pm

May 19 @Sheboygan Area Lutheran 4:30pm

May 21 @Winneconne 10:00am

May 23 @Lourdes Academy 5:00pm

Apr 5 Hortonville 4:30pm

Apr 7 Oshkosh West 4:30pm

Apr 12 Appleton North 4:30pm

Apr 14 Kimberly 4:30pm

Apr 19 Appleton East 4:30pm

Apr 21 Oshkosh North 5:00pm

Apr 26 Fond du Lac 4:30pm

Apr 28 Kaukauna 4:30pm

May 3 Appleton West 5:00pm

May 5 Hortonville 5:00pm

May 6 Oshkosh West 4:30pm

May 10 Appleton North 4:30pm

May 12 Kimberly 4:30pm

May 13 Appleton East 4:30pm

May 17 Oshkosh North 4:30pm

May 19 Fond du Lac 4:30pm

May 24 Kaukauna 4:30pm

May 26 Appleton West 4:30pm

Apr 5 Hortonville 4:30pm

Apr 7 Oshkosh West 4:30pm

Apr 12 Appleton North 4:30pm

Apr 14 Kimberly 4:30pm

Apr 19 Appleton East 4:30pm

Apr 21 Oshkosh North 4:30pm

Apr 22 Fond du Lac 4:30pm

Apr 26 Kaukauna 4:30pm

Apr 28 Appleton West 5:00pm

Apr 29 Hortonville 4:30pm

May 3 Oshkosh West 4:30pm

May 5 Appleton North 4:30pm

May 6 Kimberly 4:30pm

May 10 Appleton East 4:30pm

May 12 Oshkosh North 4:30pm

May 13 Fond du Lac 5:00pm

May 17 Kaukauna 4:30pm

May 19 Appleton West 4:30pm

Apr 4 Iola-Scandinavia 4:30pm*

Apr 5 @Manawa 4:30pm

Apr 7 Howards Grove 4:00pm

Apr 12 @Sheboygan Area Lutheran 4:30pm

Apr 14 Reedsville 4:30pm*

Apr 19 @Oostburg 4:30pm

Apr 21 Michicot 4:30pm*

Apr 23 @Xavier 4:30pm

Apr 26 @Manitowoc Lutheran 4:30pm

Apr 28 @Lourdes Academy 5:00pm

May 2 @Hilbert/Stockbridge 5:00pm

May 3 Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah 4:30pm

May 5 Cedar Grove-Belgium 4:30pm

May 10 @Random Lake 4:30pm

May 12 Ozaukee 4:30pm

May 14 @Fox Valley Lutheran 10:00am

May 17 @Roncalli 4:30pm

BOLD designates home games

duuullllleeessssss
2022 Baseball & Softba

ll schedules

ggghhhhhhhhhh SSScccc
Neenah & St. Mary Cathol

ic High Schools

*All schedules and locations are subject to change. Please check schools website for updates.

Home games played at
NEENAH HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL FIELD

Home games with * at Mahler Park; all others at
St. Mary Catholic baseball ield.

Home games are played at
NEENAH HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL FIELD

*Games played at O’Hauser Park.
Home games are played at school softball diamond.

Get great local sports coverage every Friday in the

Subscribe for only $70/year at
www.neenahnewsnow.com/subscribe or call 920-486-1616
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“I can rest knowing that
everything is handled promptly
and correctly, every time.”

- Gerry H.
Is managing your properties
stressful and time consuming?

Call 920-358-0206 to put
Titan to work for you!

Lets You
Live

Better

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PLUMBING

• Residential • Industrial
•Commercial • M.P. #255145

• Licensed and Insured

Not only service,
We provide solutions!

E-RECYCLING

Destroying Your Past to
Protect Your Future

Certified Electronics Recycling
& Data Destruction
Drop-off Service for Residents
Pickup Services for Businesses

(920)232-7373
www.sadoffecycle.com
36 E. 10th Ave Oshkosh

CARPET CLEANING

FOR TWO ROOM
CARPET CLEANING

MENTION YOU SAW US IN THE
HERALD AND GET

$75

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

RUG CLEANING

SPOT/STAIN
REMOVAL SERVICES

CLEANS

VOTED BEST
CARPET CLEANING COMPANY

ES

PAINTING

• Custom Interior Painting
(Walls, Ceilings, Trim &Doors)

• Cabinet Painting
& Reinishing

• Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & Small Commercial

CALL 920.420.6218 TODAY
and set up an appointment for a free estimate!
Or send an email to: lmntpainting@gmail.com

Visit lmntprofessionalpainting.com

INSURANCE

Karen Schibline, CPCU

920.252.2575

Oregon Ofice Center

1429 Oregon Street

Home • Auto • Life

Call or Stop In for a Free Quote

JD Williams, REALTOR®

(920) 252-3633 Cell

920-230-8880 Ofice

814 Knapp St · Oshkosh

HELPING EMPTYNESTERS

FINDANEWNEST

www.sellwithjd.com

REAL ESTATEFOUNDATION REPAIR

WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE LLC

Foundation Repair

Basement Waterproofing

Bowed and Cracked Walls

Concrete Flat Work

Free Estimates

Residential and Commercial

920-830-3788
www.areawaterproofing.com

PAINTING

• Interior and Exterior

•Wallpaper Removal

• Residential & New Construction

• Over 30 years experience!

Call 920-722-5832
No pay until you’re satisied

DOUG’S
P A I N T I N G
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 Call 920-486-1616 or email advertise@neenahnewsnow.com to  include your 
business every FRIDAY in the Business Services Directory.  

CONCRETE

Your neighbors’ concrete guys

Text 920.585.3478 for free consultation

• Flatwork patios, driveways,
walkways, poolside

• Foundations

• Firepits, chimneys, basement
and restoration projects

• Stamped and colored options
customized

• Insured

Rockets softball looking to build off 2021campaign
By Dustin Riese
News contributor

When COVID forced the cancellation 
of the 2020 spring season, no one knew 
what would come next. For the coach-
es, it was more of a waiting game as they 
were trying to figure out something for 
the kids to do. For the athletes, it became 
a yearlong individual workout session as 
they had to figure how to stay in game 
shape while facing the reality of not hav-
ing a season. 

After nearly a year of waiting, it was 
the beginning of what was a great sea-

son as the Rockets 
finished the year 
18-9 overall, 12–6 
in Fox Valley As-
sociation play and 

saw their season come to an end against 
conference rival Oshkosh West in the 
sectional semifinal.

“Last season was so much fun,” head 
coach Steven Gross said. “Obviously 
with the COVID shutdown in 2020, it 
was great to be back out on the field with 
the amazing group of kids we had for the 
season. Last year was a unique group of 
seniors for us. They unfortunately didn’t 
get much playing time, but they brought 
something you can’t coach. They were 
phenomenal teammates! They took op-
portunities when they were given them, 

but they were what genuinely kept us to-
gether as a program.”

The seniors they had last season didn’t 
see the field a ton, which means Neenah 
had not only a younger team, but plen-
ty of talent coming back. That is a scary 
thing to think about for the rest of the 
FVA, especially when they won 12 games 
in conference a season ago. 

“One of our goals as we talk with our 
team every year is to come and get bet-
ter every time we set foot on the field,” 
Gross said. “We were a young team last 
year and at times it showed. This year we 
have a ton of experience returning, so ex-
pectations are higher not only from us as 
a coaching staff toward the girls, but the 
girls have high expectations for them-
selves. Our goal is to have a better record 
than we did last year, but to also make it 
deeper into the playoffs than we did as 
well.”

For the Rockets to be successful once 
again, look for Madie Jagoditsh to be the 
leader. She plays first base and was the 
lead-off hitter – setting the table for the 
rest of the team as she led the Rockets 
in batting average to go with first-team 
all-conference honors. 

Jagoditsh won’t be alone as Savanna 
Knuth, Piper Alberg, Quinn Marnocha, 
and McKenna Herm all played well and 
are likely to take on bigger roles.

Neenah is also fortunate to have highly 
talented underclassmen and that falls on 
Parker Zipperer, Taelyn Bauer and Bella 
Coulman. That group brings an insane 
amount of energy to the diamond, and 
they continue to step up their game.

Given that the FVA is such a tough 
conference top to bottom, it takes an 
entire team effort to come out on top. 
Kaukauna, Kimberly, Oshkosh West, 
Hortonville and Neenah are considered 
the top programs where any of those five 
teams can bring home the crown.

Don’t count out Oshkosh North as 
they return one of the best pitchers in the 
conference and that alone will help. 

“I think consistency is going to be huge 
for us,” Gross said. “Continuing to show 
up and compete not only with teams but 
ourselves to continue to get better is go-
ing to be key. I think our energy is great 
and we just need to continue to carry that 
throughout the season.”

The Rockets began their season March 
29 with a nonconference game at Free-
dom before welcoming Hortonville on 
April 5 for the FVA opener.

 

Zephyrs bring back  
more experience 

Heading into the 2021 softball season, 
head softball coach Brian Gullickson 

knew his squad was going to be young. 
Because of that, there were bumps along 
the way going 6-12 overall, but compet-
ing in the tough Big East conference for a 
5-6 conference mark.

The wins and losses were not a concern 
for him as last season was more of a de-
velopmental year.

“Going into the 2021 season, we were 
a very young and inexperienced team,” 
Gullickson said. “We had many girls that 
started our 2019 season having never 
played softball before. Losing the 2020 
season had us starting over in the devel-
opment of those players.”

Although this will still be a young 
team, that year of development will be 
huge for the Zephyrs program. Losing 
2020 was tough but getting on the field 
last season was a crucial time for this pro-
gram as they were able to hit the field to 
learn and improve their overall skill.

Gullickson knows his team is still a 
work in progress and understands the 
difficulty having a young team brings.

“Going into this season we wanted to 
keep the goals simple and attainable,” 
he said. “We talked with the girls about 
taking the season one day at a time. Ev-
ery day is a new opportunity to improve 
from the day before. We do that and we 
will be a much better team at the end of 
the season.”

SOFTBALL
PREVIEW

INSECT CONTROL

D.J.’S INSECT CONTRRRT OL

David Girard Owner/Operator

(920) 716-4349
Serving the FoxValley
Licensed and Insured

Japanese Beetles • Flies
Fleas • Bees • Ants
Box Elders • Spiders, Etc.

The Best Defense
Against Unwanted Insects RRRIIINNNGGGRRIINNGG
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By advertising
your service
business here
every Friday!

Call 920-486-1616
or email

advertise@neenahnewsnow.com

GET YOUR

PHONE TO
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Private party ads deadline is 4 p.m.  
Tuesday. $15 for first 20 words
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Call 920.486.1616 to place your ad

kosh, on the other hand, accounted for only 
17.9% of the growth in the last decade. 

Over the course of 2020 alone, employ-
ment in the county decreased by nearly 
3,700 jobs across all industries, according to 
the DWD profile. With this, employment in 
the county’s three largest industries – educa-
tion and health services, manufacturing and 
trade, transportation and utilities – declined 
by 1,800 jobs in 2020. 

“The most rapid rebound occurred in the 
spring and early summer of 2020, but the 
following winter experienced more employ-
ment declines than normal in the midst of 
a new COVID wave at the time,” the work-
force profile reads. “As of June 2021, Win-
nebago County recovered nearly 93% of 
those lost jobs.”

Though future surges of COVID pose 
a possible threat to continuing econom-
ic growth in the state and in Winnebago 
County, there are also continuing oversights 
of people in the baby boomer generation re-
tiring and continuing to leave the workforce 
in great capacity.

“The number of retiring baby boomers 

nearly matches the influx of new workers, re-
sulting in a slow-growing workforce and plac-
ing constraints on the ability of employers 
across industries to secure talent,” the work-
force profile reads. “Many businesses report 
that the lack of available workers has hindered 
expansion, and in some cases, even curtailed 
the ability to meet current business needs.”

With this, the DWD suggested four pos-
sible solutions to the macroeconomic labor 
equality challenge, including offshoring pro-
duction, hiring immigrants, mitigating barri-
ers to employment of the chronically unem-
ployed, and advancing today’s technology. 

to start a project. 
“We’re empowering anyone who con-

tacts us to do it because it’s so needed,” said 
Hobbs, who after moving here for college 
was struggling financially, something that 
can easily affect one’s emotional, physical 
and mental health. “I couldn’t afford to live 
my life, and I would’ve loved a place like 
this when I was struggling. I’ll never forget 
how horrible it felt to be working two jobs 
– 15 hours some days – and still not mak-
ing it.”

Two main principles guide Hope Fridge: 
Everyone deserves to know where their 
next meal is coming from; and people in 
need know best what they need. 

Sandwiches are popular items to stock, 
especially for people who don’t have 
homes. 

“Other meals might need to be cooked in 
a stove or heated up in a microwave, but if 
you don’t have a home, you can’t do that,” 
Hobbs said. 

Many other food items are welcomed. 
“We just ask that people prepare food for 

us like they would for a friend or a loved 
one. We encourage gloves and hairnets be 
used, and hand-washing and other basic 
hygiene be practiced if people are prepar-
ing food items for us,” Hobbs said. “We 
also ask that donations be individually 
packaged and labeled with all ingredients 
used and the date the meal was prepared. 
That’s for safety reasons, especially if some-
one getting the meals has food allergies and 
so we don’t have food sitting there longer 
than two or three days; though in reality, 
the food rarely sits in a fridge longer than a 
couple hours.” 

Certain household goods are also collect-
ed and a list of those along with the kinds of 
food or meals they need is at HopeFridge.

com/guidelines. 
A ribbon-cutting and unveiling of Neen-

ah’s first Hope Fridge Hygiene Hutch took 
place in February. This idea was conceptu-
alized and constructed by Girl Scout Troop 
2032 from Appleton. Natalie Starr, a troop 
leader said, “The girls came up with the idea 
on their own. I and our other troop leader 
just let them run with it. The girls bought 
the lumber themselves, assembled it them-
selves and painted it themselves.”  

The Hygiene Hutch is right next to the 
Hope Fridge. Items that can be donated 
to the “hutch” include feminine hygiene 
products, oral health products, deodorant, 
wet wipes and body/hand soaps (including 
liquid soaps). No aerosol products are ac-
cepted. 

“We are beyond proud of the dedication 
and teamwork the girls have shown, and 
so grateful for their compassion toward 
the betterment of our community,” Hobbs 
said, adding that at some point, they may 
explore the possibility of a Hygiene Hutch 
at every fridge location. For now, if some-
one wants to donate such items, they can 
just leave them adjacent to the fridge. 

Starr offered this piece of advice: “They 
shouldn’t always be concerned about 
thinking big. Instead, think little because 
it’s the little things that help the communi-
ty. And if everyone does a little something, 
the results can be huge.”

With two locations in Oshkosh and one 
in Neenah, founders are always looking for 
more sites, and this summer hope to ex-
pand into Appleton. But they want to grow 
at a rate that’s sustainable. 

“We also have some work to do to ex-
pand our Neenah location to include a 
community garden, a brick walkway and a 
little fence to kindly remind folks to please 
not park in the driveway of the residence 
when visiting,” Hobbs said.

For more information, visit HopeFridge.
com.

Hope Fridge
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CDL A OR B DRIVERS deliver new straight 
trucks nationwide, part-time, 3 yrs CDL 

Exp req. 
920-475-7698 or TCCorp.us Appleton, WI

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT Competitive 
wages & full benefits. Mileage, Drop pay, Paid 
weekly Home weekends, NO east/west coast, 

28 central states. Van & Hopper Division. 
Agriculture experience a plus. Fox Valley 

company since 1958  
Call Frank 920-788-6242 or 920-858-0238. 

Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

2022 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER 
www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 5 Frame 

NUC $185 
Single, Double & Pallets Available 

Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

AKC COCKER SPANIEL PUPS shots/vet 50th 
Year 50% OFF some 920-563-3410 penny-
lanecockerspaniel.com 268588 (WCAN)

AKC YELLOW LAB PUPPIES Vet checked 1st 
shots $500 715-384-2421

AUSSIE PUPS 1 Tri-color M $600, 1 Red Merle 
M $800, 1 yr health guar 715-250-2793

AUSSIE RETRIEVERS 3 Blue Merles, 2 Black, 
1 B&W, $750 ea. Ready to go April 15, shots/

wormed 715-228-2328

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES Ready 
4-22. Herding/Agility Bloodlines 715-937-

2584

FS: HAY ROUND BALES Exc Soft grass Baled 
w/o Rain Good for Horses & all livestock, FREE 

Delivery in Full Loads within 100 miles of 
Appleton, WI 920-878-0005 (WCAN)

FS TRUCKS 2002 2WD 1 ton Dually DurMax 
Mega Cab 202k mi. only $16,950. 2005 FORD 

F150 4X4 129k Miles $9950 Both southern 
Rust-free Immaculate cond. 920-878-0005 

(WCAN)

BERNEDOODLE PUPS Born 2/13/22 vet 
checked, wormed, dews $900-$1200 

715-257-9123 715-216-5874 No Sun Calls 
(WCAN)

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

For Sale: 1986 Honda V65 Magna Motorcycle, 
Model VF1100c. Only 22,000 miles, one 
owner. Good condition. 920-233-7664

FOR SALE: SHEBA INU PUPPIES Born 1-13-
22 ACA Reg. shots $400 OBO 715-321-1309

FRITZ BARN PAINTING Rusty Roofs, 
Metal bldings Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

HUGE STOREWIDE LIQUIDATION SALE! 
We’re retiring! Thriving business for sale.  

WoodworkersDepot.com M-Sat 8-4, Onei-
da St., off 41, right at Subway, 2965 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay 800-891-9003 (WCAN)

Golden Retriever Pups ACA Reg. $600 
Shots/wormed/vet chkd Bonduel 715-

745-4546

MINI AUSSIEDOODLE PUPS shots etc. Can 
Deliver $1100-$1400 715-223-6970 (269146)

MINI GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES, 2 
Males $1000 each, 1-Female $1200 715-

754-5699

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES TODAY 
with a GENERAC home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote! Call now 

before the next power outage: 1-877-626-
1009 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little 
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many 

options avail. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts 

Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call 

today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 

reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 

Full installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-855-

707-0232 (WCAN)

Two lots at LakeView cemetery. Their price 
$3,995 for one. Asking $3,500 for BOTH. 

920-606-3232

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 

from home. P rofessional Installation. Top 
Quality - Made in the USA. Call for free 

consultation: 877-544-2415 Ask about 
our specials! (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN MAT-
TRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles on Display! 

All Sizes Avail. PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-

6006  Open Daily (WCAN)

UW Oshkosh - Polk Library 
BOOK SALE 

April 5th, 7am - midnight 
April 6th, 7am - 1pm 

$1.00 per book

45TH ANNUAL AUTO PARTS SWAP MEET 
& CAR SHOW! April 22-24, Jefferson Co. Fair 
Park, Jefferson, WI. 3 Day Swap Meet & Car 
Corral! SHOW CARS Sat/Sun Only. Adm $10, 
No Pets. Fri 10-6pm, Sat, 6-4pm, Sun 6-3pm 

608-244-8416 
madisonclassics.com (WCAN)

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES-AT-
Vs-WATERCRAFT 920-850-9299  

Local Dealer Free Pickup!

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET 
RESULTS! Affordable advertising that fits your 

budget! Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place 
your ad in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers 
& Buyers’ Guide papers for as low as $36.00 

Call today! Publishers Development 
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 

www.pdsadnet.com

FLORIDA BOUND EMPTY TRUCK Can move 
household & Cars - CHEAP! Local 414-520-1612

New Storage Units - Power & Light included, 
24/7 access. 14x40 with tall door and 12x20 
with large door. Outer Space Storage, 3250 
Walter St, Oshkosh 54901, cleverly hidden 

behind Fasco Appliance. 920/376-0629

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad Net-
work) and/or the member publications  

review ads to the best of their ability. 
Unfortunately, many unscrupulous people 
are ready to take your money! PLEASE BE 

CAREFUL ANSWERING ANY AD THAT 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more 
information, or to file a complaint regarding 
an ad, please contact The Department of 
Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protec-

tion 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE helps 
Rawhide provide mental health services that 
redirect local Wisconsin youth & adults from 
harmful decisions. Donate Today! 888-653-

2729 (WCAN)

LAKEWOOD 3 acre Wooded Lots next to 
Natl forest, $39,900 Seller Financing 920-

849-9855

Employment

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Real Estate/Rental

Garage/Estate Sales

Workforce profile
from Page 1

To place an obituary in the Neenah News submit through

Your Funeral Director • obits@neenahnewsnow.com • 920-426-1616

Obituaries
In partnership with Legacy.com

HHonor your llovedd one wiitthh tthhe
timeless tradition of an obituary

• Provide the community with timely service and memorial details

• Give friends and family a convenient place to ofer condolences
and make charitable donations

• Have an easy way to share the notice on social media

• Create a permanent record of your family member’s legacy for
future generations to explore

News
Local news for you

Neenah

SATURDAY, APRIL 2

10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SUNDAY, APRIL 3 

11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

2788 TOWNE COURT, NEENAH 
(Indoor Facility)

RUMMAGE & 

COLLECTIBLE SALE

See full ad at GLAUCTIONS.NET 
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Powerlifters hoist another national title
Neenah News

Neenah High School’s powerlifting 
team earned its 10th varsity national 
powerlifting championship last weekend 
by winning the boys and girls combined 
raw team title. 

The teams, coached by Joe Lewis, also 
tied for the boys raw team title with the 
eventual champions but received the 
runner-up award due to the tiebreaking 
process. The Neenah’s girl’s raw team fin-
ished in second place, two points out of 
the national title as well.

At Friday’s morning session, Lukas 

Quinones placed second and Evan Car-
doza was fourth in the 52-kilogram class. 
Ty Anderson finished fourth in the 56k 
class and Carter Downs was eighth. Later, 
in the afternoon session, Emma Donahue 
placed sixth and Briana Ankerson took 
eighth in the 52k class and then Sam Volk-
man finished 16th out of 31 lifters in the 
67.5k class in his first year in the sport.

Also Friday, during the evening ses-
sion, Carly Keesler and Ariana Meuni-
er competed in the 60k class finishing 
14th and 17th, respectively, among 25 
athletes. Maddy Pritzl, Maddy Janichek 

and Lauren Tears competed in the 67.5k 
class, finishing 19th, 20th and 21st, re-
spectively. In the boy’s 75k class, Vin-
cent Cardoza finished 21st of 39 athletes 
while Nolan Mrotek finished 27th.

On Saturday, Neenah had three girls 
competing in the 75k raw division. Mor-
gan Harwood placed fifth while Marista 
Fraley finished seventh and Ava Meyer 
eighth. In the equipped 75k class, Abby 
Hoelzel finished as national runner-up. 

Dominic Corrente finished 18th of 40 
lifters and Hudson Tamulion placed on 

the 38th spot in the 82.5k class. In the 
90k class, Alex Thao finished sixth.  

Myah Wenzel was seventh out of 13 
lifters in the 82.5k class. Piper Alberg 
finished fourth and Rylie Trams finished 
seventh in the 90k class.

The meet held by USA Powerlifting 
in Lombard, Ill., was spread across eight 
days involving teen/junior, high school 
and collegiate athletes. In total, more 
than 1,800 athletes competed making 
it the largest powerlifting meet in the 
world.

Submitted photo

The Neenah High School powerlifting team stood at the top of the awards podium after the 
national meet held last weekend.

Submitted photo

Members of the  Neenah High School powerlifting team hold up their championship banners 
during a celebratory parade held last week. The squad won their 10th national title at a meet 
in Lombard, Ill., last weekend.

CongratulationsCongratulations

All Sport Trophy


